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THE SERVICES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT


Romans 5:1-5; 8:24-28;  1 Corinthians 2:6-11; 

Colossians 1:3-8 

R.J.G. I had an impression as to the present service of the Holy Spirit and I wondered whether we could enquire into that for our help and encouragement.  The present day is marked by the presence here of the Holy Spirit – marked indeed by Christ being in glory and the Holy Spirit here.  That is a very well-known truth, but I have been impressed with the way that the Holy Spirit’s present activities are particularly in relation to the love of God.  The Holy Spirit of course is God, a divine Person, but come to dwell in the hearts of believers.  His activities are to be known by us and made way for, and I have a particular impression that His activities are related to the love of God. 

 We read, “and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”.  How precious that is, dear brethren, that (as others have said) the first action of the Holy Spirit, as given to the believer, is to make known the love of God.  What a wonderful outshining there has been of the love of God in the giving of Christ.  But the Holy Spirit having come to dwell in the hearts of believers would make that love known in a very real and intimate way.  There is much important foundational ministry in Romans, and we get the gain of it as we make way for the Holy Spirit. 

 In Romans there are many soul exercises that the apostle goes over as to believers finding Christ as Deliverer, and then finding liberty by the Holy Spirit and being brought to know our place as sons.  The section we read in chapter 8 shows how the Holy Spirit, in a real, personal way, enters into the soul exercises of believers.  He makes intercessions with groanings which cannot be uttered.  The Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit as the “Comforter” (John 14:16,26), suggesting that His service to believers in this way is carried out in love.  I think the result of that service is seen in verse 28 of chapter 8, where it speaks of those who love God.  The result of the Spirit’s service to us is that there is love for God formed in our hearts which would lead, I believe, to response and praise. 

 In Corinthians we read about the Spirit searching all things, and revealing the precious things of God.  Paul writes, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”.  I used to think that that was only future, but it says, “but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”.  Think of the intimate and precious way in which the Spirit would make known divine things to us as we make way for Him.  We could perhaps inquire into what is involved in “the depths of God”.

 Lastly, in Colossians, the apostle speaks of the love that was formed in the Colossian saints: “and the love which ye have towards all the saints”.  He also says that Epaphras had “manifested to us your love in the Spirit”.  There was something formed practically in the Spirit in that local company.  I wonder whether we could enquire on those lines.  

J.R.W.  I think what you say as to the love of God shed abroad is very powerful.  Can you open up a little how that works out practically?

R.J.G.  I thought that unless the believer’s heart is secured for God, there is going to be no response.  While from one point of view God has done everything in the work of Christ, the Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts makes the love of God a reality, do you think?

J.R.W.  I think that is very helpful, and the enquiry will help us greatly.  The apostle Paul speaks about tribulation, endurance, hope and then he goes on to the love of God being shed abroad in our hearts.  Do you think that should have an effect both in our response to divine Persons and in our attitude to one another?  If the love of God is shed abroad in my heart, and is also shed abroad in yours, that brings about a link.  Practically, when that link is known and enjoyed, it works out by way of fellowship.  I think what you are bringing before us will be most helpful. 

R.J.G.  That is very important.  Each of us, as having received the gospel, should also be conscious of having received the Holy Spirit.  That is important for all of us, and particularly for the younger ones.  Then – as you say – if I have the Spirit and you have the Spirit, there is a link together.  How precious it is that all this is related to the love of God, and to formation in us.  Verses 3 and 4 that you refer to relate to experience, and that is to result in formation.  Tribulation and endurance are not to make us hard, or stoical; rather, there is to be formation after God.  It is important to make way for the Holy Spirit in that way. 

R.H.B.  In the first two passages you read, the Holy Spirit is connected with hope.  Did you have any thought in mind in relation to that?

R.J.G.  I will be glad of your help.  The reception of the gospel gives us a horizon and an outlook beyond this world, does it not?  I wonder whether the Holy Spirit’s activities in love are related to that.  He would help us in our minds and affections to be taken up with the world where Christ is.  The Spirit would not occupy us with the present world, but with the place where Christ is.

R.H.B.  What you are bringing before us is very blessed.  In this first passage, we have: “hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad”.  The consciousness of being loved by God gives the certainty of that hope to which no doubt attaches.  And in the passage in Romans 8, hope again is spoken of.  Faith is needed to believe things that we cannot see, but the Holy Spirit brings us to the conscious side, the side of experience of what we have apprehended by faith.  The Holy Spirit brings that into the soul of the believer, does He? 

R.J.G.  Yes, and it is an exercise to me as to whether divine things are a reality to me, whether I enjoy them.  The things of God are not to be put off for the future, but God in His love would have us to enter into the blessing of these truths now.  The Holy Spirit is essential to that.   

R.M.B.  Would it be right to say that we cannot really know the love of God without the Holy Spirit? I wondered if that was borne out by the sequence of the teaching in the epistle to the Romans.

R.J.G.  Yes, in the teaching of Romans, we have the righteousness of God first, then we get the matter of faith gone over, and justification.  These are important matters that ground our souls in the gospel.  The reception of the Holy Spirit and His activities in us would make these truths a reality to us. 

D.A.Bw.  What does it mean to “boast in tribulation”, please?  It seems an important start to get to this point. 

R.J.G.  When we see the way that God has operated, and the greatness of His provision for us in Christ, it would give us confidence in God.  The believer is not like a person in the world who might be hardened by difficulties; such things are to cast us on God.  That is how the service of the Holy Spirit is known.  The disciples were left here, the Lord was going away, and He said that He would send “another Comforter”.  They were going to be in the world and would experience the adverse influences in it, but the Holy Spirit was going to be with them in those circumstances.  In that very situation we are to know practically the love of God.   

D.A.Bw.  Is boasting in tribulation by the Holy Spirit too?  It is by the service of the Spirit that believers have the power to do that.

R.J.G.  Yes. 

J.R.W.  It does not say ‘boast about tribulations’; it is “boast in”.  It could be rendered that ‘we boast in spite of tribulations’.  Whatever we might pass through in our experience, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, so everything is brought into relation to that.  That really gives us the victory, as the apostle says elsewhere (see 1 Cor.15:57).   

R.J.G.  Yes, that is good.  Do you think that, as the Holy Spirit is made way for and as the love of God has its effect in us, we become overcomers?  These soul exercises – as to tribulation and endurance, experience and hope – all work so that our knowledge of God and His love increases in a practical way, through what we experience.   

T.J.H.  Is formation a divine purpose in mind in tribulations?  I was thinking of David: “in pressure thou hast enlarged me”, Ps.4:1.  Do you think that the Holy Spirit uses tribulations to enlarge us?  Then we can boast in the result of the tribulation. 

R.J.G.  Yes.  You can see in the Old Testament that that is really a principle.  God worked with the patriarchs such as Abraham and Moses, and His discipline was used to bring them into line with His thoughts for them.  What great thoughts God had for Abraham, for example, yet he had to pass through very great discipline; but the result is very great.  It says that “he was called Friend of God”, Jas.2:23.  I thought we should be encouraged, dear brethren, as to the present service of the Holy Spirit: as we desire to be enlarged in our experience of the love of God, and in the knowledge of His purpose for us, the Spirit would help us in relation to that. 

P.M.  These features – of tribulation, endurance, experience and hope – have been spoken of as God’s workers.  He uses them in His love to set us free from one order of things in which we have found our life previously, to find our life in another order altogether.  The Spirit is the earnest of that, is He not?   

R.J.G.  Yes.  We were reminded recently of “the earnest of our inheritance”, Eph.1:14.  Say more about the Spirit being “the earnest”, please. 

P.M.  Is it not one of the operations of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer, that He is already bringing to us a foretaste of what we will enjoy eternally?  And that eternal scene, where the love of God will pervade all, can be known in the believer’s heart now through the Holy Spirit as “the earnest”, do you think?

R.J.G.  Yes, I think so.

W.M.P.  As to ‘God’s workers’, would their effect in our hearts clear the way for the “shedding abroad”?  The term suggests that there is nothing now to limit the operation of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  What you referred to as to discipline has that in view.  It is a lovely thought, “shedding abroad”. 

R.J.G.  Yes, there is no limit to the love of God.  We might have limited thoughts about it, but God’s desire is that we should be expanded in our affections.  It is very important that we should be formed in the love of God.  It has been said about 1 Corinthians 13, where the apostle’s subject is love, that love is our measure for God and for the assembly1.  It is not only intelligence, although that comes into it, but it is important to be formed in the love of God, and to be open to the Holy Spirit’s service in relation to it. 

B.H.C.  As to shedding abroad, it is like the rays of sunshine.  The fulness of God’s love is in Christ, the centre of God’s love.  The shedding abroad conveys something that is not forceful, although we are told to “keep yourselves in the love of God”, Jude:21.  It has been said that we should walk on the sunny side of the street, in the love of God.  The idea of shedding abroad is limitless, is it? 

R.J.G.  Yes, there is to be no dark part in us.  The love of God is to affect every part of our being.  And then the service of the Holy Spirit would help us so that the love of God shines out of the believer.  There is to be a testimony to the fact that we are enjoying the love of God. 

B.H.C.  In natural things the effect of the sun is to bring warmth and growth, and we are brought into the spiritual sphere where there is growth, do you think?  Growth suggests that there would fruitfulness as we are expanded in appreciating the love of God.

R.J.G.  That is very good.  Scripture speaks about the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:22,23).  I need to be exercised to make way for the Holy Spirit.  We think of the Holy Spirit’s operations being sovereign, and we cannot limit them, but how important that His work in our hearts should be promoted and not hindered. 

T.J.H.  The heart suggests an enclosed area of affection, but God’s love is “shed abroad in our hearts”.  That speaks of what is expansive, a broader idea than perhaps we think of. 

R.J.G.  Yes, Paul says “let your heart also expand itself”, 2 Cor.6:13.  I think the service of the Holy Spirit would lead to expansion and growth; but I was impressed particularly by the fact that this is in relation to the love of God.  That is the key to spiritual growth.   

R.J.F.  It is important to understand the distinctive services of the Holy Spirit.  What we are considering is not His sovereign action in new birth: that is something separate.  This scripture speaks of the operation of the Holy Spirit within the believer, in what might be spoken of as a clean place, because the believer has come into the full blessing of their salvation, knowing the cleansing and covering power of the blood of the Lord Jesus.  I would like you to expand on your thoughts about this service of the Holy Spirit in relation to the love God.  It seems to refer to that which is inward, within the heart of the believer.  The very act of the giving of the Holy Spirit is an immense act of love on God’s part, and it has outward consequences too.  There is work that goes on within the heart that then flows outward, do you think, through the service of the Holy Spirit? 

R.J.G.  Yes.  What is inward in our hearts and in our soul experiences is so important.  In our secret soul histories, we are to relate ourselves to the Holy Spirit, and that would help us.  The Lord’s words are very precious; He refers to the Holy Spirit as “another Comforter”, John 14:16.  The disciples had relied so much on the Lord when He was here; and so the Holy Spirit coming to be with believers in the absence of Christ is a very precious thing. 

R.J.F.  In the scripture in Romans 8, we are not to be preoccupied with what we are not able to do, but our attention is drawn to the fact that the Holy Spirit comes in to help us, whatever weakness there is.  The love of God is still shed abroad.  I have been reflecting on the scripture about “the weak one, the brother for whose sake Christ died”, 1 Cor.8:11.  The love of God shed abroad by the Holy Spirit would be just as effective in that heart, do you think? 

R.J.G.  Yes, that is good. 

P.M.  Does the thought that “the love of God is shed abroad” suggest that that love fills the heart completely?  It is only the love of God shed abroad by the Spirit that can fill the human heart, and would that not affect every part of my life?  It changes my outlook.  It changes what I do and how I do it.  That love fills the heart. 

R.J.G.  Yes.  We have often been told that the Holy Spirit needs vessels to dwell in, believers.  The Holy Spirit will take all the room that we give Him.  But God’s desire, as you say, is that we should be filled with His love, and filled with the Spirit too.  

R.H.B.  Would that make us capable of responding to God’s love?  I was thinking of what the apostle says, “But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”, Gal.4:6.  That is an expression of intimacy and affection, in response.   

R.J.G.  And it involves the knowledge of God as Father, which is very closely related to the love of God.  God has come out as Father.  Do you think, too, that the love of God shed abroad in our hearts would make us conscious of our part in the divine family?  Believers are sons, as you say; that is not simply a theory or a text, it is to be known actually and livingly in our hearts. 

P.H.M.   This scripture refers to hearts, it is plural.  As you have said, it is to be experienced personally, but would “our hearts” suggest that we see the love of God in one another, which binds us together?  That is the Spirit’s work – He brings out the love of God in one another, and we are to see it.  It is not only what we experience ourselves, but what we see in one another. 

R.J.G.  Yes, we might come onto that in the scripture in Colossians, how the saints are set together.  Fellowship has been referred to, and these practical aspects are very important.  Paul speaks in Ephesians of “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit” (chap.4:3).  We need to use diligence to keep that unity.  We are often exhorted to look for the work of God in one another; the love of God has been formed in these hearts, and we are to take account of that. 

D.S.  Scripture tells us as to the Holy Spirit that “whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”, John 16:13.  Would He speak to our hearts of what the Father sees in the saints?   

R.J.G.  I think it is a very precious service of the Holy Spirit.  That scripture says, “but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.  He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you” (vv.13,14).  A prime service of the Holy Spirit is to make known to us the things of Christ and what is precious to Christ.  That involves Christ where He is in glory, and also includes the saints.  The Holy Spirit has intimate knowledge of that.   

D.S.  I have often wondered about that scripture, giving us the Lord’s words when He speaks of the Holy Spirit.  Do I fully appreciate the Spirit’s service to us? 

R.J.G.  We should desire to be expanded in relation to that.

T.J.H.  The Lord Jesus was a Comforter to the disciples when He was with them, and He speaks of “another Comforter”, as has been mentioned.  In that passage, the “Comforter” is really a name of the Holy Spirit: “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said”.  Is teaching a feature of the Holy Spirit’s service, alongside what has been said as to our relations with one another?   

R.J.G.  Yes.  The Spirit’s service is very extensive.  We can really only be teachable in divine things if we are affected ourselves by the love of God.  It is not teaching as in the things of men: we are to be affected inwardly by what God has done, affected in our hearts by His love, and that prepares us for the service of the Holy Spirit in helping to set out the truth in its fulness. 

T.J.H.  Spiritual things are to be communicated by spiritual means (see 1 Cor.2:13).  They are not the same as earthly things that we might need to learn about. 

J.R.W.  Is it encouraging, too, that in your first scripture it is “we being still without strength”.  In the second, “the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness”.  We might feel weak in these things, but the Spirit is available to strengthen and help us.  The way He strengthens us is to assure our hearts of God’s love.  Would that be so? 

R.J.G.  Yes, that is very interesting.  The Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts knows what is in these hearts, and would help our hearts to be expanded.  The Spirit is not helping the flesh.  He supports us in our weakness, but the great things of God are substantial, and the Spirit would help us in these things. 

G.W.  I was thinking of the widow woman who was told to “live thou and thy sons on the rest”, 2 Kings 4:7.  The oil was more than sufficient.  Does it suggest that we need to live on the Holy Spirit?  The things you are bringing before us are not optional. 

R.J.G.  We are to feel our weakness from one point of view, and that helps us.  We are helped to find the great resource available in the power of the Holy Spirit, and we need to use that resource.  The woman you refer to used the oil and the result for us in making way for the Spirit is spiritual wealth.  I think all of this wealth has its source in the love of God. 

A.A.C.  Do you think it is important that we recognise our weakness?  The woman in 2 Kings 4 had nothing; it had all gone.  I was thinking of the attractiveness of what you are bringing before us.  I need to identify what might hinder the activity of the Spirit in me.  Is it essential that I accept my own weakness, my own poverty, and recognise the limitless resource that God has provided in the Spirit? 

R.J.G.  Yes.  You might say more about the limitless resource.  We would all accept as a matter of teaching that I am weak and that the Spirit’s service is great; but we really need to experience that for ourselves, to find that what we are saying is true. 

A.A.C.  When we think of the greatness of what the Spirit is doing in shedding abroad the love of God in the hearts of His creature, to fill our affections, the attractiveness of that is beyond anything in this scene.  We want to be enjoying the greatness of it, and I ask my own heart, what do I know of this?  It is important to understand what might hinder that enjoyment.  This is a divine resource; we are not looking at our own ability or intelligence here; it is something that God has set Himself to show to us, so that we appreciate the warmth of His affection.  And it is to fill us, and – as has been said – to change us.  There is no question of natural resources being needed.  This requires complete dependence on divine resources, does it not? 

R.J.G.  Yes.  The apostle writes, “we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered”.  We do not know, but He knows. 

C.H.S.  Could you say something more about the love of God?  Having experienced it shed abroad in our hearts, we ought to be able to say something about it.  It is holy in character.  The faith we have been given is holy, and the Spirit is referred to as the Holy Spirit.  Does the recognition of these things have its own effect? R.J.G.  Yes.  Love is God’s nature.   

C.H.S.  I was thinking of what has been said about being sensitive to and aware of our weakness.  That would help us to work things out practically.  The holiness of God’s operations brings us under the obligation of selfjudgment, making us sensitive and enabling us to take on adjustment, thus bringing into expression in the believer the divine character of love, do you think? 

R.J.G.  Yes.  What you say as to holiness is very important.  The apostle says, “having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”, Rom.6:22.  What you say about sensitiveness would make us careful in the presence of God, and about what is suitable to God.  Then “eternal life” speaks of the enjoyment of the love of God, the enjoyment together of these precious things. 

C.H.S.  Yes, I think that is how it works.  It is a simple matter, and for those who know it, it is very real.  We cannot separate the enjoyment of the love of God from holiness, can we?   

R.J.G.  The believer is to come out like God.  That would mean showing these precious features of love and holiness and sensitivity.   

P.M.  Would communion with the Spirit help us to be sensitive?  I was thinking of the reference, “Be careful in his presence”, Exod. 23:21.    The more I commune with the Holy Spirit and speak with Him, the more my feelings would be sensitive and changed. 

R.J.G.  Yes.  As you were speaking, I was thinking of Moses.  It is a different dispensation, of course, but he was on the mountain with God while things were going on amongst the people that were not right, and when Moses comes down, he knows what to do.  He is 

sensitive about what is suitable to the presence of God.   

W.M.P.  One aspect of being sensitive to the Spirit’s activity would be to feel the fact that we are surrounded by a system where He is refused.  We might raise the challenge with ourselves as to whether we are making way for the Spirit.   

R.J.G.  Yes.  Giving scope for the Holy Spirit to act works out practically in our gatherings together. 

W.M.P.  I should feel it more, that there is a whole system that takes on the public profession of Christianity, yet is going on with arrangements that restrict the knowledge and service of this glorious divine Person. 

R.J.G.  If way is made for the Spirit in our hearts individually, then as we are gathered together, He will bring the things of Christ before us, because the Spirit always makes much of Him.  If we think of the great organised systems of Christendom, Christ may be acknowledged from a formal point of view but in effect He is outside, and His rights are not recognised.  The Holy Spirit must be made way for if Christ is to have His rightful place. 

H.T.F.  I was thinking of the hymn 

       ‘Holy Spirit, Helper nigh, 

       Sent in love from God on high’        Hymn 453 

We often refer to the translator’s note about “another Comforter” (see John 14:16, footnote, referring to ‘solicitor’); but you do not engage a solicitor, and then not follow his advice.  Is it a matter of yielding to another mind altogether, the mind of the Spirit? 

R.J.G.  In divine things, we need to accept help; it is good what you say.  That help is so readily available in the Holy Spirit. 

T.J.H.  Referring to the sensitivity of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit descended upon the Lord Jesus as a dove.  That gives the idea of sensitivity. 

R.J.G.  The Lord Jesus was unique and perfect. 

T.J.H.  The Spirit did not descend upon anyone else in that way.  He came at Pentecost as tongues of fire.   

J.R.W.  The first three scriptures read give very definite, positive statements as to what the Spirit does.  He sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts; He joins His help to our weakness and He makes intercession; and (in your third scripture) He “searches all things, even the depths of God”.  It is encouraging that the Spirit’s service manifests itself in a very definite way.  The shedding abroad of the love of God in our hearts is really the basis for all of that. 

R.J.G.  Yes.  In Corinthians my thought was that there is an understanding of divine things, and great expansion in our appreciation of them, as we make way for the Holy Spirit.  It is God’s desire, His love being behind it, that the things that He “has prepared for them that love him” should be made known to us.  The Holy Spirit’s activities are to that end. 

J.R.W.  We are absolutely dependent on the Spirit’s activities.  It says where you read, “the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God”.  Without the Spirit’s service we would not know anything of these things, which makes us (on the one hand) dependent but (on the other) extremely thankful.  That would draw out our appreciation and worship of the Spirit. 

R.J.G.  Yes, as we recognise the essential character of the Spirit’s service towards us, that helps us to appreciate Him.  He is a divine Person, yet come to dwell in our hearts.  How close that is.  The sensitiveness that has been referred to would enter into this passage.  We are thankful for His operations, and what He brings us into.  As you say, there is no other power for the enjoyment of these “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard”.   

R.H.B.  Do you have something in mind as to this expression, “the depths of God”? 

R.J.G.  We can enquire together.  I thought “the depths” linked with the love of God and the way in which He has moved.  We have in Ephesians 3 “the breadth and length and depth and height” (v.18).  God’s coming out in love has involved the searching of these depths. 

R.H.B.  That is very helpful.  God is love, and everything that God has done is because of what He is.  The love of God is His nature.  So that the Spirit “searches all things, even the depths of God”.  He is able to bring out for our understanding and appreciation things that would otherwise be wholly unknown to us.  Do you think that this scripture would endear the Holy Spirit, that Person of the Godhead, to us?  Not only does He make “intercession with groanings”, as you get in Romans 8, but He brings within our apprehension things that we could never otherwise have known.  That should endear the Spirit of God to us, should it not? 

R.J.G.  Yes, very much.  What you say would encourage us further to call upon Him for help, and then – as has been referred to earlier – to commune with Him that the things prepared by God might be a reality to us.

D.A.Bw.  Not only could we not know these things other than by the Spirit, but we could not communicate them either.  Do you think that we experience that in enquiry in reading meetings like this?  The Holy Spirit is using one and another to communicate spiritual things.  Is that what is happening today? 

R.J.G.  Yes, it has struck me as we have enquired together in this reading how essential the Holy Spirit is.  We might think of the love of God as being something that we can easily apprehend, but think of the greatness and the depths of it: we need the Spirit’s help in relation to it.   

R.J.F.  Do you think we should seek the direction of the Holy Spirit prayerfully?  You sought His help in prayer at the beginning of this meeting.  In John 21 the Lord gives direction to the disciples: He says, “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find” (v.6).  While that is in relation to the Lord, it is a similar principle regarding the Spirit’s direction. By seeking divine direction, we find what the Lord has in mind for us.  Divine resource and power are given.   

R.J.G.  Yes, and you see that through the Acts, do you not?  They felt the need of help in relation to service and other matters.  The apostles were sensitive to what the Holy Spirit was saying, and what direction He was indicating that they should go in.  It might be easy for us to miss that. 

O.J.M.  It speaks about the father in Luke 15 being “moved with compassion” (v.20).  Is that the character of the love of God towards us, knowing our need, and feeling deeply towards us? 

R.J.G.  Yes, I think the Lord in that chapter was describing the love of God in relation to the need that He found.  It is a very precious thing, to think that the Lord, conscious of the needs of men, brought out exactly what man needed; and the Lord’s own feelings come out too.  He wept at the grave of Lazarus (John 11:35).  Divine feelings come out in relation to the need of man; but then in this scripture in 1 Corinthians, God’s love is behind His desire that we should enter into the greatness of the truth He has in mind for us. 

R.H.B.  This truth is what belongs to us.  He says, “we have received … the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God”, 1 Cor.2:12.  Do we know what belongs to us?  It has been freely given, but the only way to apprehend and enjoy these things is by the Spirit of God. 

R.J.G.  What do you think is involved in “the things which have been freely given to us”?   

R.H.B.  It would include many things, would it not?  Think of the consciousness of being righteous in God’s sight, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  We may apprehend that by faith, but it is essential that we should know it consciously if we are to have liberty with God.  And then sonship is spoken of as a gift: “that we might receive sonship” (Gal.4:5, footnote).  It is not only a text in the Bible or a line in a hymn, but we are to know these things consciously; “the things which have been freely given to us of God” would be extensive.  You have some thought about it?  

R.J.G.  They are spiritual things, and not material.  We appreciate the practical, material and natural things that God provides, but these things are for a time, while spiritual things are eternal (2 Cor.4:18).  I think what has been brought out in this enquiry as to the essential character of the Spirit’s service in order that we might know these things is very important.  What you said as to sonship is helpful; the Spirit’s service would be with a view to there being response to God, and response would flow from us knowing our place as sons.  The Lord says that “the Father seeks such as his worshippers”, John 4:23.  The Holy Spirit is acting in relation to that. 

W.M.P.  Sonship involves intelligence and affection.  The Spirit revealing things suggests that He helps us in our understanding of what is suited to the divine realm, and gives us the power to give effect to the great line of response. 

R.J.G.  Those two qualities go together, do you think – intelligence and affection in divine things?  

K.J.M.  In Ephesians 3, where the dimensions are spoken of, it says, “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God” (v.19).  Do you think that is what the Spirit does?  We have spoken earlier about the love of God being shed abroad in our hearts.  In the scripture in Ephesians, it says, “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”.  That would shut out everything of the flesh, would it not? 

R.J.G.  That helps.  What is in view is that we may “know the love of the Christ”.  We started in Romans with the love of God.  How precious that we should also know the love of Christ in all its extensiveness and depth. 

D.A.S.  The fact that things have been freely given to us of God reveals the heart of God, does it not?  To receive a gift is really to receive the mind and heart of the giver.  The reception of the things freely given to us of God, and the liberty in which we enjoy those things, would lead us into a greater appreciation of the love of God.  The Spirit would reveal those things to us. 

R.J.G.  And it is a precious thing that the Holy Spirit is given as a gift.  He has been given to us, and there is a reference to God’s “unspeakable free gift”, 2 Cor.9:15.  All that we have by way of eternal blessing is on the basis of God’s giving. 

We should look at the last scripture we read, in Colossians.  We may have covered some of this already, but I was thinking of the way that the Holy Spirit’s service has a practical result in the saints.  The apostle says, “having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”.  It is an obvious point to make, but all the saints are not available practically at the present time, in the day of breakdown, yet we are to hold whole thoughts in our minds and hearts.  Then the Colossians’ love in the Spirit is spoken about as having been manifested; it was brought out, it was demonstrated.  I wondered if that would relate particularly to what was said earlier as to fellowship – it is what we enjoy together. 

J.R.W.  That is very encouraging, and at the same time it is testing.  Epaphras “manifested to us your love in the Spirit”.  That would, as you say, involve fellowship.  It would involve our relations with one another, and it also involves making way for the Holy Spirit in it all. 

R.J.G.  Yes, I think it involves sensitiveness in our links together.  As we gather together, we make way for one another, and in doing that we are making way for the service of the Holy Spirit as the saints convene.   

J.R.W.  Your reading of this section is very helpful and at the same time very challenging.  Paul speaks of “your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”.  That is very wide, as you say.  I also wondered whether in this section we see reference to some of the things which are ours in the love of God.  Paul speaks of “the grace of God, in truth”.  He speaks of “the word of the truth of the glad tidings”.  All these things are involved, are they not, in the love of God and the service of the Holy Spirit? 

R.J.G.  Yes, that is very good.  The apostle is encouraging the Colossians to make further progress, so that they might know the headship of Christ.  What an important matter that is; it comes out in the epistle, that there was a good grounding in the progress they had made thus far.  They had accepted the gospel, and as you say they had known the grace of God; and the Holy Spirit’s service was bearing fruit in the company. 

T.J.H.  The love of God spread abroad in our hearts is from God to us; in that sense it is vertical.  But here what is horizontal is spoken of – the expression of that love that has been shed abroad in our hearts towards one another.  We are to know of what spirit we are (see Luke 9:55) in our relations with one another, even when things might need to be set right.   

R.J.G.  Yes, in our links and gatherings together it is important to recognise the presence of the Spirit.  What is in one another is precious.  It becomes very practical as to fellowship, and what I might allow.  Am I in line with the sensitivity of the Holy Spirit, and the holiness of God’s presence, and what is due to the fellowship? 

P.M.  The exercise that this scripture raises would preserve me from what is just social or natural in our links together.  It is a wonderful privilege to have the brethren in our homes, but would “love in the Spirit” ensure that Christ is the centre in our links together? 

R.J.G.  Yes.  I thought about this brother, Epaphras.  He is spoken of at the end of the epistle (chap.4:12) as to the way that he was praying for the saints, “that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God”.  But he clearly made known the state of the Colossians to Paul, and he would have spoken positively of the progress that they had made.  He manifested to Paul their “love in the Spirit”.  That is what Epaphras said when he was speaking about his local brethren. 

C.H.S.  The verse in John’s epistle says “If we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us”, and it goes on to explain, “Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit”, 1 John 4:12,13.  John leaves no doubt about these things: if we claim that we love God, it must be the case that we love our brother too.  It is a very attractive thought, God’s love being perfected in us.  Think of what a pleasure it must be to the Father to see that, especially in relation to those who approach Him; it is the result of divine Persons working together.  It is a sensitive matter, is it not?  The Lord is praising in the midst of the congregation (Heb.2:12); He is the One who died for them, to remove all distance.  It is divine Persons working together: “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”, Eph.2:18.  What a pleasure that must be to God. 

R.J.G.  Yes, so there is to be a substantial result for God; it is what is formed in the saints in love.  That comes out, as has been said, in a practical way in love for one another; but it is all for the pleasure of the heart of God. 
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Scripture references

Romans 5:1-5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Romans 8:24-28 (JND) [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience. [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God. [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose.

Romans 8:24-28 (JND) [24] For we have been saved in hope; but hope seen is not hope; for what any one sees, why does he also hope? [25] But if what we see not we hope, we expect in patience. [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God. [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose.

1 Corinthians 2:6-11 (JND) [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. [11] For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 2:6-11 (JND) [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. [11] For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God.

Colossians 1:3-8 (JND) [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, [5] on account of the hope which [is] laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings, [6] which are come to you, as [they are] in all the world, [and] are bearing fruit and growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard [them] and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth: [7] even as ye learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow-bondman, who is a faithful minister of Christ for you, [8] who has also manifested to us your love in [the] Spirit.

John 14:16-26 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. [24] He that loves me not does not keep my words; and the word which ye hear is not mine, but [that] of the Father who has sent me. [25] These things I have said to you, abiding with you; [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 Corinthians 15:57 (JND) [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalms 4:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.} When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me; be gracious unto me, and hear my prayer.

James 2:23 (JND) [23] And the scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was called Friend of God.

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

Galatians 5:22-23 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, [23] meekness, self-control: against such things there is no law.

2 Corinthians 6:13 (JND) [13] but for an answering recompense, (I speak as to children,) let *your* heart also expand itself.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 Corinthians 8:11 (JND) [11] and the weak [one], the brother for whose sake Christ died, will perish through thy knowledge.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

1 Corinthians 2:13 (JND) [13] which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual [things] by spiritual [means].

2 Kings 4:7 (JND) [7] And she came and told the man of God; and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou [and] thy sons on the rest.

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

Exodus 23:21 (JND) [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

1 Corinthians 2:12 (JND) [12] But *we* have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which [is] of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God:

Galatians 4:5 (JND) [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship.

2 Corinthians 4:18 (JND) [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

2 Corinthians 9:15 (JND) [15] Thanks [be] to God for his unspeakable free gift.

Luke 9:55 (JND) [55] But turning he rebuked them [and said, Ye know not of what spirit ye are].

1 John 4:12-13 (JND) [12] No one has seen God at any time: if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.



EXTRACTS


“Because ye are sons”; that is what we are; we must never let that go; we have a most exalted and dignified place with God; every saint has that place; it is according to the place that Christ has as Man with God. “But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying Abba Father” (Gal.4:6). The Spirit of God’s Son will never deviate from what is suitable to the relationship which divine love has given us. As in the hearts of the saints He will always promote those emotions and affections which are proper to sonship. Let us yield ourselves to be thus intelligently formed in a spirit of sonship.  

 

CAC Vol.5 An Outline of Deuteronomy pp. 200, 201. 

 

 

Once we get to understand the nature of communion, how it expresses the mind of the Lord, we see what an immense gain it is to us spiritually. The greatest thing is to have communion with the Father. The Son is always in communion with the Father, and as we get into communion with Him, we then share in His communion with the Father. We learn communion with the Father through the Son. Consequently we rise from our own distance to His height, and are not in communion until we are at that height. It is not a work, but the happy outflow of nearness. We may know many fine things, but we are not in communion with the Father until then. 

 

JBS Vol.8 p.251  
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Scripture references

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.



Notes


	[←1]
	 FER Vol.2 p.178.
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