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GOD’S PURPOSE FOR MEN

R. Taylor 

Ephesians 1: 3–8; 2 Corinthians 1: 19–22; Joshua 14: 6–12 (to “spoke in that day”); 1 Samuel 25: 29–31; 2 Kings 4: 42–44 

It would be clear from Scripture that God’s great desire was to dwell with men, and the wonder of it is that in spite of all that has come into our histories God has not changed His mind. As we read in Ephesians, He purposed before the ages of time, before ever the worlds were made, to have men in His presence for His pleasure. He has not altered His thoughts, but in the power of His love He has been able to accomplish His thoughts in perfection. I believe it is good to have our hearts turned away from the confusion, the weakness, and the sorrow that surround us, and that we are part of, to see how God has operated and what His thoughts are and how He is securing them. Paul here in this chapter says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”. He has already done it. He took counsel with no one, but He purposed in Himself to have men for His pleasure. I dare say you have all thought of that. 

Maybe you just think of it on Lord’s day for a short moment, perhaps fleetingly, but it is something that needs to lay hold of our affections, that God chose us in Christ before ever time began, and He has not changed His mind. He purposed in Himself. He acted of Himself and by Himself, to have a universe of bliss where He would dwell eternally with men. 

Paul is here bringing it to these Ephesian saints that they may be increased in their affections to be, as he says, “to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”. Could He have done anything better? The Beloved is Christ, the Son of His love, the One upon whom all His affections were centred and He took us into favour in Him. Could there be a greater favour conferred on man? Could we be taken into a greater position of nearness or blessedness? Paul says, Blessed be the God who has done that, “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. He has not only blessed us with these things but He has taken us into the atmosphere and given us the affections that we may be at home in His presence, “holy and blameless before him in love”. He has settled the whole moral question, dealing with it to His glory, so as to enrich us that we should be “holy and blameless before him in love; having marked us out beforehand”. 

These passages are beyond what the mind can penetrate, but they would leave, as I trust the Spirit of God would leave on our hearts now, some impression of the greatness and grandeur of God’s thoughts towards us. 

God has worked to redeem us from all lawlessness and all that has come into the race, to bring us into the enjoyment of His wonderful thoughts. When we begin to have spiritual exercises with God and with Christ, our hearts are full, and rightly so, with the relief and the joy of what Christ has done for us; our hearts are buoyant with the fact that the load of our sins has been lifted, and the distance has been removed. We can lift up our hearts to God in thankfulness for the wonder of His love and grace. But that is not all. God did that to bring us to Himself, to know something of the sweetness and depth and fulness of His love. He wants us to be at home in His own presence without a cloud, to enjoy unhinderedly the great realm of His love. God did not only bring them out of Egypt, as they came under the shelter of the blood on the lintel and the doorposts in Exodus 12 but He purposed to bring them into the land of Canaan. Perhaps they, like us, were rather slow to come in. I trust the Spirit of God may stir tonight in all our hearts some response to come into the joy of the house, to know, not only on Lord’s day morning, but in our lives and pathways and exercises what it is to be before Him in love now. When they came through the Red Sea it says, “Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah ... The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea”, Exodus 15: 1. There was the start of it. They saw that the powers that were against them had been broken and broken for ever. What a wonderful day it is when we see that all that was against us God has dealt a death-blow to it in the death of His Son. He has broken the authority of the power that would hold us in bondage. But more than that, it says, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance” (Exodus 15: 17). 

They had rejoiced in deliverance, as we do, but what about the rest of the time? What about our history since God intervened in His love to redeem us from the bondage of sin? It took them a long time going through the wilderness. They appropriated the grace of God for themselves. Instead of doing that we are to see that the grace of God has shone into our hearts so that we might be “to the praise of the glory of his grace”. He has made known “the riches of his grace”, typically in meeting Pharaoh, drowning these horses and riders in the Red Sea. 

The “riches of his grace” did not stop there, of course, they went through all the wilderness. If they were needing water, God provided the water. Oh, the riches of His grace, they drank it, and what happened then? They began to murmur again. Oh the perversity and slowness of our hearts to come to enjoy the riches of His grace that has abounded towards us. Think of day after day in that wilderness, what came in? As they felt the need of food, the manna was all round about them; they ate of it and they murmured. Do you see some reflection of that in your heart? I do for myself. We see the richness of God’s attitude and disposition and the resources of His love towards us. We enjoy it for a time and then we go back to our old ways. 

God had in mind that from the Red Sea the next step was on to the Jordan. It was not only that Christ died for them to break the power of Egypt, but He moved 

through all the great barrier of death and all that stood against them as typified in the Jordan, to bring them into the land, the land where God would dwell with men, where they would enjoy their God, and He would enjoy having men in His presence. He did not change His thoughts because of their murmurings. He did not change His plans, although there was a generation that did not go in, but there were two men who stood out from that generation who did go in. What was the difference? They had appropriated the purpose of God. That was Caleb, that was why I read about him. All those round about him were murmuring and rebelling, they were living to themselves, but he says, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land”, Numbers 14: 8. Caleb said, Surely God did not bring us out of Egypt that we should live to ourselves and perish in the wilderness. No, he says, If God delight in us He will bring us in. He, in type, had some sense of a God who had purposed and had chosen us in Christ before the world’s foundation. He says, What has come in in our history is not going to alter that; He has resources in His love to meet my state, to meet the circumstances that I am in to bring me through them as an overcomer that I may come into His presence in all the liberty and joy of being taken into favour in the Beloved. 

Well, there is Caleb in the wilderness surrounded by people who were dying and what does he see? One day God says to Moses, Bring before Me twelve staves, a staff for each tribe; the names of all the princes were on these staves and they are laid up before God. What happened? In the morning there was one staff which had budded and blossomed (Numbers 17: 8). It was there shining in its lustre. That is the passage we read in 2 Corinthians 1 that the promises of God are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Every other man is out of court. Caleb saw that rod. It was laid up before Jehovah, and I can think of Caleb day after day being reminded of it and saying, There is the assurance that God will bring us in. Think of the promises made to Abraham. Think of the 

promises made to us. There are not only the promises that He would free us from Egypt, but He says, “I go to prepare you a place”, John 14: 2. It says that Christ has gone “into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us”, Hebrews 9: 24, is your eye on that Man in the presence of God in whom all the promises are yea and amen? He met the strong man once in his own domain. He took the power of death out of the enemy’s hand. Now there He is, crowned with glory and honour in the Father’s presence, Forerunner of us who have been called into this area of divine blessing to be for God’s pleasure and praise. Oh how humiliating that God has put every other man out! They murmured, they had aspirations, they thought they could do things themselves. Only one Man stands out in the purpose of God. 

It is a very illuminating thing to get into your soul that Christ as Man is central to the purpose of God. The section we read in Ephesians shows how it was worked out according to the counsel of His love; in those counsels it was determined that One of the Godhead should come into the circumstances of manhood. It says, “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1: 14); in those circumstances He brought God near to man, and in His death and rising again He has brought man near to God. Blessed be His name that there is a Man in whom God’s purposes and promises have all been effectuated for His eternal praise and glory. God purposed it before ever time began. He looked on to time and He is looking beyond time to enjoy His eternal thoughts. It says, “the tabernacle of God is with men”, Revelation 21: 3. Typically, Caleb cherished that, in spite of all that they were saying, and all that was happening round about him, God would bring him in. Caleb had been sent to spy out the land and he had seen how wonderful a place it is. Do you not have a taste on Lord’s day morning of how wonderful a place the presence of God is? It is just as sweet on Monday. 

Whatever the circumstances of your life, the presence of God is unchanging, the love of God is unchanging, and He is as 

pleased to see you any day of the week as on Lord’s day morning. He is as ready to receive you. He is as ready to fill your heart with the purposes of His love at any time. 

Moses was another man who went through the wilderness; what trials and tribulations he must have seen, but in his psalm he begins by saying, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”, Psalm 90: 1. I have often reflected on Moses. What days of trial he had, with the people coming to him with their burdens and complaints. But what does he say? 

“Thou hast been our dwelling-place”. He did not live on the troubles of the testimony or in the sorrows of the wilderness. He felt them, he cried over them, but he says, “thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations ... from eternity to eternity thou art God”. Time has not changed Him, nor affected those purposes of His love. Caleb had some sense of that, and now he says, I want to live there. In all these pressures and assembly sorrows he did not separate himself from them, he went through them all, every one of them. Caleb felt them more than the people did. The loss of his brethren, how he must have felt it, but all the time in his heart was treasured that God would bring them in. He says, If God delight in us He will bring us in. 

What he had seen of that land, those grapes and pomegranates, a land where God’s eye was upon it, he says, I want to live there. Would that such a desire was stirred in all our hearts, to live there. It did not alter his responsibilities, but he moved superior to the wiles of the enemy, and to all that was there around him of persons living to themselves. 

There is a danger with us of saying that these things are somewhat unreal. May I remind you that the person who wrote those words in Ephesians was in a prison, writing with a chain round about him. That shows how real it was, that the prison, the chain, the circumstances, did not for one moment alter his enjoyment of the purpose of God. Indeed the truth is 

that we need to know the purpose of God to live rightly in the wilderness. That is what Caleb did. He knew the purpose of God, he knew what it was to be taken into favour in the Beloved, and so he was able to live in the wilderness. You have to be an Ephesian to live in Corinthian conditions. Now I always thought the other way about, that you went through Corinthians to Ephesians, which is true on the moral road; but to live in the circumstances of the assembly of God in Corinth you need to be an Ephesian, and Paul was just that. He says, “Railed at, we bless; persecuted, we suffer it”, 1 Corinthians 4: 12. The more you oppose me, the more I love you—there is an Ephesian in Corinth. He did not adjust his conduct to the state of the meeting; he did not say, So-and-So is doing that therefore there is licence for me to do it. No, his conduct is governed by the enjoyment of his place in the purpose of God. There is a danger of adjusting ourselves to the circumstances; if one says, I will do this, and they do it, maybe they lose the joy of the presence of God in doing it; but sometimes it gives licence to somebody else. That was what the Corinthians were doing, they were comparing themselves with themselves; but there were men among them, Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus, who were not living that way, they were living in the light and joy of being taken into favour in the Beloved. May it fill our hearts increasingly, what it is to be taken into that favour. 

Someone said to Mr. Darby, It is deep waters. He said, Yes, but they are calmer. Think of Paul living in those deep waters amidst all the Corinthian exercises, in the calm and enjoyment of being taken into favour in the Beloved. Well, there is Caleb. If others were going off on their own ways and doing their own will, he was living in the sense of being taken into favour in the Beloved. He says, “Jehovah has kept me alive” and “as my strength was then, even so is my strength now”. Now he says, I want to live there, “give me this mountain”. The strength that he derived from God’s love and the enjoyment of it gave him strength to overcome the 

enemies, and Joshua gave Hebron to Caleb. Hebron speaks of what God had done before the world’s foundation, and we leave him there in the enjoyment of God’s love dwelling in Hebron, the place that God had designed to dwell with men. There is Caleb, and all others have gone. Where the pride and arrogance of those men in the wilderness? They have all gone, and there is Caleb enjoying still the freshness and sweetness of the love that chose him in Christ before the world began. 

Abigail I just refer to for a moment. She too had some sense of the purpose of God in very, very difficult circumstances. David here is not a type of Christ, he is more representing the testimony in a Corinthian setting where perhaps men would take things into their own hands. 

Abigail comes alongside David and speaks to him those words that she had enjoyed in her own soul. She lived with Nabal, a man who was full of himself, of whom David thought, I will deal with that man because he is troublesome. Abigail says, Leave that to God. That is what you can do if you are living in the sense of the enjoyment of God’s love. There are many things today, dear brethren, that we can leave with God, the great Judge; He is the One who executes judgment, not us. David thought he was the one who would execute judgment, and he may have seemed right, many supporting him. There is Abigail, who says, No, can we not leave that with God? Can we not pursue this line of His purpose? She says to David, When you come to the throne this will not be against you. She knew what God had purposed, and that purpose was that He had anointed David to be king over His people, so Abigail says, Treasure that in your soul and leave Nabal to God. And God dealt with him. If David had done it there would have been another blur on the testimony, but he took Abigail’s advice, he left that with God. She says, “And it shall come to pass, when Jehovah shall do to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning thee, and shall appoint thee ruler over Israel”. At this point David was fleeing from Saul, he had no home, he was seeking his bread day by day where he could find it. Did it look as if he would come to the throne? Abigail was sure he would. Does it look today that these brethren, gathering in small circumstances, will soon be the ruling class? Is that how you regard them? There is reproach on the testimony, sorrows on the way, no outward show, nothing to attract man naturally, yet they will soon be the ruling class. Abigail says, God has decreed it. His purpose for David was to bring him to the throne. 

His purpose was there before the world’s foundation choosing us in Christ to have us in His presence for His own pleasure. Well there is Abigail, able to bring something of the purpose of God into the sorrows of the testimony and leave matters with God, which He deals with in His own way, to His own satisfaction, and to the blessing of David. 

In 2 Kings 4 the man from Baal-shalishah is able to bring some food in from another country, because that is what Baal-shalishah speaks of. Baal-shalishah I understand is a place where the Lord had His rights, a place where God’s authority was bowed to, and it was a place where His love was enjoyed. So it is a critical time. Somebody had cast something carelessly into the pot and there was death in it. There might have been persons poisoned through what had come in. That is very much around us today, the danger of persons being poisoned through things that are coming in, through what has been thrown into the pot. There was meal there to preserve it. Now here is a man who can bring in another kind of food, a man who is living in the enjoyment of the love of God, who brings in resources from another country all ready to be eaten. There was nothing to be cooked, no preparation to be done. It says he “brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley”. He had been feeding on Christ. Firstborn from among the dead, the Yea and the Amen of all God’s promises, and he says, I have something for you. Can you bring that into the local meeting, dear brother, dear sister? Abigail 

was a sister. Here is a man who is unnamed, it could be anyone. May our hearts know something more of what it is to bring something from the presence of God, to bring in food among the saints. It says, “they ate and left thereof, according to the word of Jehovah”. That is the great triumph of God’s love, that He has met everything that has come into the race and come into time, and soon He is going to take the spoil of what He has wrought in time and He is going to house it in eternal conditions, the tabernacle of God is with men. He is going to have men in His presence for His own eternal pleasure. 

May our hearts be filled with the wonder of His love, the glory of His grace, that what He has purposed He has been able to do, through the work of Christ in redemption, and the grace of Christ as our great High Priest, to bring us in and plant us in the mountain of His inheritance. Soon it will be the portion of the saints to be dwelling with God. That will be the first thing. 

Then they will come out from that dwelling of God to rule among the nations. But the first thing is that God will have the enjoyment of His love with those that He has purposed to bless. May our hearts be looking forward to that moment increasingly! May the value of the treasure, the joy of what He has purposed, be in our souls so that like Caleb, we can be here overcoming, living in the joy of the Man who has gone in. May we be like Abigail bringing wisdom into difficult circumstances, wisdom that proceeds from the purpose of God, that meets the circumstances of the day and saves the situation. May we be like the man from Baal-shalishah bringing supplies of heavenly food among the brethren. May each one of us be exercised to be available, dear brethren, young and old, brothers and sisters, to bring into all our circumstances, that what we are in God’s presence and in God’s sight is not only true for us, but it is true of us in the circumstances of life here, so that we can join with Paul and say, “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things—to him be glory for ever”, Romans 11: 36. 

May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
30 January 1999 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:3-8 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace; [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence,

2 Corinthians 1:19-22 (JND) [19] For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, he who has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus), did not become yea and nay, but yea *is* in him. [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us. [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God, [22] who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Joshua 14:6-12 (JND) [6] Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea. [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. [8] And my brethren that had gone up with me made the heart of the people melt; but I wholly followed Jehovah my God. [9] And Moses swore on that day, saying, The land whereon thy feet have trodden shall assuredly be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever! for thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God. [10] And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. [11] I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in. [12] And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said.

1 Samuel 25:29-31 (JND) [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling. [30] And it shall come to pass, when Jehovah shall do to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning thee, and shall appoint thee ruler over Israel, [31] that this shall be no stumbling-block to thee, nor offence of heart for my lord, either that thou hast shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. And when Jehovah shall deal well with my lord, then remember thy handmaid.

2 Kings 4:42-44 (JND) [42] And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, Give to the people that they may eat. [43] And his attendant said, How shall I set this before a hundred men? And he said, Give the people that they may eat; for thus saith Jehovah: They shall eat, and shall have to spare. [44] And he set [it] before them, and they ate and left [thereof], according to the word of Jehovah.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Exodus 15:1 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Numbers 14:8 (JND) [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey;

Numbers 17:8 (JND) [8] And it came to pass, when on the morrow Moses went into the tent of the testimony, behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and ripened almonds.

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

Psalms 90:1 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

1 Corinthians 4:12 (JND) [12] and labour, working with our own hands. Railed at, we bless; persecuted, we suffer [it];

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

Romans 11:36 (JND) [36] For of him, and through him, and for him [are] all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen.



INTELLIGENCE ARRIVED AT THROUGH AFFECTION

J. Wright 

John 4: 1–30; 12: 1–8; 20: 1–18 

I would like to speak of these three women as bringing out the feature of spirituality. I believe they set out how intelligence is arrived at through affection; not through mental ability but through affection. I believe this is the essence of spirituality. Initially the conscience must also come into it. Mr. Darby speaks of intelligence being arrived at through the conscience. I think with this woman in John 4 we can see that worked out in this conversation she had with the Lord. The Lord touched her conscience. Nothing can be achieved unless the conscience is reached. But we are not all conscience; we have a conscience but we have a heart, we have affection, and the Lord is seeking to gain our affections for Himself. If He gains our affections for Himself, He gains us for Himself; then I believe intelligence is quickly arrived at. These women in John’s gospel were quick learners. You might say as to Mary of Magdala, she was unintelligent, but she quickly became the most intelligent person there was. 

The greatest message that had ever been conveyed to anyone up to that point was conveyed to Mary of Magdala because she was a lover of the Lord Jesus. 

John 4 is a very familiar scripture, but the experience this woman had is to be an experience which we all know and have with the Lord Jesus. She had affections, but her affections were astray, they had gone after other men, but she found one Man whom her 

affections could be focused upon. He secured her heart for Himself. She had affections but they were not satisfied. Are your affections satisfied? Have you found what satisfaction is in the Lord Jesus? It is a very simple matter but a very blessed matter. None but Christ can satisfy. We often say that in the gospel, and how true it is that none but Christ can satisfy. 

This woman was delivered from materialism. We are living in a day of materialism, when persons make so much of what is material. They think they can find satisfaction in material things, a bigger house maybe or a better job or better circumstances. These are the things that persons may go in for for satisfaction, but they are unsatisfied. Of course the world’s system would collapse if persons were satisfied. The commercial system would collapse in a moment if persons were satisfied. Persons would not go after this, that, and the other thing to find satisfaction and spend their money on it if they were satisfied. What a wonderful object there is in Christ! We sometimes sing, 

‘Be Thou the object bright and fair 

To fill and satisfy the heart’. (Hymn 328) 

He would fill the heart, fill it with His love, fill it with peace and joy. Oh, beloved brethren, there is so much in Christ! Christianity is Christ, not a system of doctrines. Doctrine is important, but Christianity is Christ. Paul found that “for me to live is Christ”, Philippians 1: 21. Christ had won his heart, and He won this woman’s heart. We do not know her name and we never hear any more about her. She was not a prominent person, but she was a lover. How many times she has been spoken of throughout the dispensation. How this interview she had with Christ magnifies the grace of the Saviour, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus was here as a real man for He had longings. He was wearied with the way He had come. He was weary of sin, of woe, of sorrow. He left Judaea and went away into Galilee. 

There was not that which was responsive to Him in the hard soil of Judaea. Religious soil is hard soil, 

You may be living in what is called a ‘Bible belt’, but it is hard religious soil. This woman was not a religious person, she was a Samaritan, an out and out sinner, a person of disrepute; she had a heart but it was not satisfied. The Lord Jesus speaks to her. 

There is a little parenthesis here in verse 8 about the disciples. Twelve men had gone away into the city to buy provisions. Did twelve men need to go to buy the food? The Lord was left alone here. He says later to His disciples that He had food which they did not know. His food was to do the will of Him that sent Him and to finish His work. Of course we do need material things, they do need to be looked after, but they are to be kept in their right place. 

Twelve men going off shopping, leaving the Lord Jesus alone, but what an opportunity He had to speak with this woman. There He was alone, a weary Man, with this woman. He was not weary because of what was within Him. He was weary because of what was around Him, and the circumstances in which He was moving. And there was this weary woman too, wearied through sin, wearied through trying to find satisfaction and not finding it. There they met at Sychar’s well, and the Lord Jesus says, “Give me to drink”. Have you ever thought of giving the Lord Jesus a drink? She was surprised that the Lord Jesus should ask such as her. 

You get some surprises as to persons in whom the Lord is working. The Lord knew what was in this woman, she was one in whom the Father was working. She was one in whom there was new birth. It may not be apparent here, but the Lord had spoken of the teaching of new birth, and she was one whom the Father drew to the Lord Jesus. There was divine work going on. It is a great thing when we come to it that God has worked with us, the Father has worked with us, and the Spirit has worked with us. There can be nothing spiritual unless divine Persons have worked with us. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”. John 3: 6. There could be nothing spiritual apart from the Spirit’s work. You might say, Was it in this woman? It may not appear to be, but it was there underneath and the Lord brought it to light in His skill and in His wisdom. He gets her to desire the living water. The Lord Jesus has the living water, it has been given to Him to dispense, all things have been committed into His hands. In the previous chapter it says, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand” (John 3: 35). You cannot become spiritual without the living water, the gift of the Spirit. Not all believers may have the Spirit; on account of defective teaching and other things, they may not have it, but it is available. You can never start on the spiritual road without the living water, without the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I would like to ask the younger ones, Have you received the gift of the Holy Spirit? In this chapter it is presented from God’s side, from the Giver of the living water. This woman needed it, and you need it and I need it. Every believer needs the living water to deliver us from materialism, to deliver us from seeking satisfaction in other things. We need the living water, springing up into eternal life, “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. What a wonderful thing God has for you, the gift of eternal life, the enjoyment of eternal life. That involves life in a new sphere of things altogether. It is known and enjoyed on earth but it is a spiritual order of things, and it is enjoyed in a spiritual realm which is beyond death. You hear the brethren speak of what is beyond death, what is beyond Jordan. It is not exactly our heavenly privileges, that is more connected with sonship; but eternal life is what God has in mind for us to enjoy, a well of water springing up into eternal life. Well this woman said, ‘I must have it’, and you must have it. You can ask for it, as this woman did. She says, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. The Lord Jesus is ready to give it. He says, “If thou knewest the gift of God”. The living water is not earned or merited, it is given, it is the gift 

of God. Then He adds, “... and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. 

We are in a thirsty, barren world, and we find no resource within personally; but in having the living water you will find a resource within you in the gift of the Holy Spirit. There is the thought in John’s gospel of persons becoming independent — not independent of God — but independent of what is in this world. So we do not find our life in things here, not even in things which are legitimate, such as natural relationships, which are legitimate things, but the believer as having the living water does not find his life in those things. It becomes in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life. When she asks for it, the Lord says to her, 

“Go, call thy husband, and come here”. That is what I meant when I said the conscience had to be reached. She said, “I have not a husband”. The Lord says, “Thou hast well said, I have not a husband”. You have had five husbands and you are living with someone who is not your husband. That is known in the world today. She came to it that she was in the presence of One who knew all about her, her conscience was reached. Her whole sinful course was exposed in the presence of the Lord Jesus. I do not want to dwell on that, but it shows that the conscience must be affected. She says, “Sir, I see that thou art a prophet”. She is conscious that she is having to do with God. 

I just wanted to show how she quickly became intelligent in divine things. She takes up the matter of worship, and the Lord does not say to her, You should not be speaking about that yet. She spoke about worship, but she was thinking of place and material things. We are surrounded by that kind of thing. Where should we worship? Where should we go? Which church should we go to? The Lord is not speaking of that. It is not now in Jerusalem or Samaria, that is not the point; it is the securing of true worshippers, true persons who 

can worship in spirit and truth, it is the condition in the soul. It is only a satisfied person who can worship. If you are not satisfied you would never know what true worship is. A true worshipper is a person who is satisfied. God is a Spirit is over against what is material, “God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth”. She became a quick learner. She realised that she would not want that waterpot any more so she left it. She herself was a vessel, available in the service of God, a true worshipper. You do not have to wait a long time to be a worshipper, you can come to it immediately through the gift of the living water. Where that is known, “springing up into eternal life”, it would be springing up to the Source. God is the Source. The heart is responsive to God. She became a true worshipper, and she became a true evangelist. There are two things we are left here for, one is the service of God and the other is the testimony of God. Now this woman came into both, she was a true worshipper, and she was a vessel available to be used in the testimony. She went to the men, the men who once had power over her, but who no longer had power over her. No longer had sin any power over her. She is able to go to the men and say, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done—is not he the Christ?” 

I want to speak now of Mary of Bethany, another person who became intelligent through her affection for Christ. The Lord loved these persons in Bethany, He was a Friend to them. They had regard for Him but at first He did not have the supreme place in Bethany. He had it in John 12, but in His first dealings with them He did not have the supreme place. I find it is very exercising. Has He the supreme place? They were related naturally, and the Lord Jesus in His love had to take Lazarus away. Lazarus died. The Lord felt that because the Lord loved Lazarus, and He felt the pressure of death that came upon this family. It was all in divine ordering that it should take place, because although the Lord was valued in Bethany, He did not have the supreme place. The Lord 

in His love, beloved brethren, will never be satisfied until He has the supreme place in your heart and in mine. They went through sorrow, and the Lord was with them in it. The Lord could have prevented Lazarus dying, but He did not. He let the matter go its full course. He let death and corruption come in. 

These are solemn matters to face because the best in nature is marked by corruption. It is not that you set aside what is natural, but you have to come to it—it is marked by corruption, even the best in nature. What we get in John 12 is the fruit of that exercise. They had proved the Lord’s sympathy. He can sympathise as no other can sympathise. As we go through sorrow and pressure we prove the sympathy of the Lord Jesus, our great High Priest. No one could sympathise with these two sisters like the Lord Jesus, He wept. The shortest verse in the Bible is, “Jesus wept”. Think of the Lord weeping with them. They said, Could not the Lord have prevented it? Of course He could, but they experienced His sympathy which they would not have experienced otherwise. They experienced His power, the power of the Lord Jesus to raise the dead. If the Lord Jesus had prevented it they would not have experienced those things. But the result is that He has the supreme place. 

They made Him a supper. It is a great thing to be able to think of our gatherings together not only for what we get but what the Lord Jesus gets. What is there for Him? What will there be for Him tomorrow? What will there be for Him in every gathering? They made Him a supper for He had gained the supreme place in their affections. We would provide something for Him and be there if at all possible. They were those who loved the Lord Jesus in incorruption. 

The Lord Jesus came to Bethany, He came to that locality because those persons were there and He was attracted to it. He was attracted to Bethany because it was where He was loved in a full way, in an uncorrupted way. The hearts of those persons were gained for Him, and it specially shines out in Mary, 

There is no one out of place here, “There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served”. She was not serving here in an encumbered way, she was serving in a dignified way, 

“Lazarus was one of those at table with him”. What a dignified position that is, to be at table with the Lord Jesus! It is a great thing to sit down at table with the saints, with one another, but he was at table with Jesus. Then it says, “Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price”. It cost her something, “pure nard of great price” would speak of suffering. The Lord Jesus was here as a sufferer and He was about to suffer in a supreme way. The pathway of the Lord Jesus was a pathway of suffering that culminated in the cross. What suffering the Lord Jesus has known! These persons were appreciative of Him, they were sympathetic with Him, they were feeling for Him. We know what it is for the Lord to feel for us, but these persons were feeling for Him, they were providing something for Him. Mary took this ointment of pure nard of great price and “anointed the feet of Jesus”. 

Some of us were reminded last Lord’s day that the feet of the Lord Jesus here were the feet that were going to take Him out of the world. In Luke 7 they were the feet that brought Him into the world, but here the feet of Jesus were going to take Him out of the world; He was going out by way of death, by way of suffering, but He was going to the Father. It says that in the next chapter. He was going out of the world to the Father. He came out from God and He was going to God. As coming out from God He had made God known, what God is toward men. In His going back to God, there would be in Christ what man is for God. We need to go over to the divine side of things. We so easily get preoccupied with our side of things. They were now thinking for Him, and the Lord was thinking of His Father, thinking of His God. 

He was about to go out of the world, and how the Lord appreciated what this woman did, and 

“the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. I just want to comment on what the Lord says at the end, “Suffer her 

to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial”. It shows the intelligence that marked her, it was kept for “my preparation for burial”, the Lord knew that. She was one who developed in intelligence through affection for Christ. 

Mary of Magdala stands out in this gospel as a great example of a lover of the Lord Jesus: It says, “on the first day of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark”. She did not wait for the sun to rise, it was still dark, but the Lord Jesus had already risen. The Father had raised Him, but the Lord Jesus had also come out of death Himself. The way the Lord is spoken of in this gospel shows that He came out of death Himself. He came out without a struggle. Mary was feeling the loss of the Lord Jesus. She says to the angels, “they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him”. The Lord, as going into death, had been taken away from her. Think of how she missed the Lord! Do we miss Him? In the time of His absence, He is not in this scene. Think of what it was to the Father to be without Christ as He was here in manhood. We cannot fathom what that was to the Father but the Father raised Him. Mary was without Him, but she received light as to heavenly relationships. Beloved brethren, no one can take Christ from us now. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ; death itself cannot do that. What a wonderful thing that is, that no one can take Christ from us, nothing can take Christ from us. But Mary had the experience of being without Him. All her life had gone. If you could take Christ away, our life would be gone. Christ is our life. Our life is dependent upon Him. It is a wonderful thing that no one can take Him from us. But Mary had the experience of Him being taken from her. 

We might criticise the disciples for their lack of faith, but it was a real thing for them to be without Christ while He lay in death. They loved Him, they depended upon Him, and He was taken from them. They 

had nothing except one another. They had the promise that He would rise again. What did they have without Christ? They did not yet have the Spirit! What desolation it must have meant for them to be without Christ. We do not want to be fanciful, but it must have been real to them. How Mary longed for Christ. She must be there at the tomb. Peter and John saw the linen clothes lying and they believed. That was to their credit that they believed, but they went to their own home. They would not find Christ there. If they believed that Christ was risen, why did they go to their own home? But Mary stood at the tomb weeping, she remained there. There was no home for her without Christ, no home in this world for her, nothing she could rest in without Christ. She remained there. She had to be adjusted, and she was adjusted. The Lord made Himself known to her when He said, “Mary”. He just called her by name, and she responded to that. She says, “Rabboni”, my own Teacher. She was conscious she would need teaching. 

What teaching and instruction she had from the Lord Jesus. He was able to entrust her with the message. Peter and John were not available, although Peter was the leading disciple. No, they had gone to their own home, but she was available and she received the greatest light that had been revealed to persons up to this point, light as to heavenly relationships. The Lord says to her, “Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren”, these were His brethren now on spiritual lines. In the synoptic gospels, His brethren were so on moral lines, but these were on spiritual lines, because the Lord Jesus was out of death and He was speaking of heavenly relationships. He has those who are of His own order. What we experience on Lord’s day morning is a new order. When the Lord Jesus comes in the ground is changed, there is a new order of things which has come out of His death. He says, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father”. The Lord Jesus had not said that before. He had spoken about His Father, but He says now, “to my Father and your Father”. The Lord Jesus was ascending and His brethren would be associated with Him. Think of being associated with the Lord Jesus, and coming into relationship with the Father, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. What light has been opened up as to our heavenly privileges, and Mary was there as a spiritual person to receive it. A few verses earlier she had been quite ignorant, but she was a lover, she became intelligent and was entrusted with this message. I just leave this with us that we might be helped in our affection for Christ. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Denton
12 September 1998 

 


Scripture references

John 4:1-30 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria. [5] He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph. [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions). [9] The Samaritan woman therefore says to him, How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? …

John 12:1-8 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it]. [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; [8] for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always.

John 20:1-18 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. [4] And the two ran together, and the other disciple ran forward faster than Peter, and came first to the tomb, [5] and stooping down he sees the linen cloths lying; he did not however go in. [6] Simon Peter therefore comes, following him, and entered into the tomb, and sees the linen cloths lying, [7] and the handkerchief which was upon his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up in a distinct place by itself. [8] Then entered in therefore the other disciple also who came first to the tomb, and he saw and believed; [9] for they had not yet known the scripture, that he must rise from among [the] dead. [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

John 3:6 (JND) [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …



EXTRACT

Well now, Samuel is still mourning for Saul, and that is what I want you to see. The verse I read says, “Samuel saw Saul no more until the day of his death”. He is not going to visit that brother any more; that is a settled matter. He has the right principle, the matter is settled, the mind of God is clear—he is a rejected man. But still I am hankering after that man; there is something there, there is a link between him and me, am not going to visit him, but I am mourning about him. The Lord says, ‘I am repenting about him; you are different from Me’. I am not with God. I am with God as to the principle, but not as to my feelings, and God says, ‘I want you to be right in your feelings—I want you. I do not want a man mourning for a man I have rejected, I want you to be with Me in My feelings’. Well, that is how the matter stood. 

God says, I am repenting about it; when God says that, there is something very peculiar, it is a question of His feelings. He did not like to give up Saul, but He did give up Saul, and it is a finished matter; He will never have recourse to him again. These finished matters are very rare amongst us, dear brethren. Finishing things is a great idea in Scripture. So the next 

chapter opens with this, “How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?”. He says, ‘You know you are not with Me in this’. How God must have felt that, speaking to such an honoured servant of His. But it is a voice to the most outstanding brother there is, how we may be out of accord with God because of personal predilections in regard of brethren, some personal link that holds us together, and we are not with God in it. Now He says, “Go”. He must be obedient, for he had already established the principle of obedience in chapter 15. Obedience is a mark of the new man, and Samuel had the principle; he had put off the old and put on the new, in that sense, but not in his feelings. 

God says, “Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse, the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons”. The Lord says, as it were, ‘I will tell you who he is when you get there’. Now that is a very humbling thing, that God does not trust you now. 

He says, ‘I cannot trust you to go by yourself and get the king I want; you have not come to the new man in your feelings; I will go with you, it is too important to be left to you’. I am referring to Samuel, dear brethren, because he sets out an example for us from God. He has to suffer for me that I might learn, not only right principles, but right feelings, that the new man should be entirely embraced by me, so that I know him when I see him in whomsoever it may be; in whomsoever it may be, I know the new man, if my feelings are right. Samuel went to the house of Jesse, and presently the sons of Jesse come up, and, sure enough, he made a mistake at once. He thought Eliab was the new man; but there was not a trait of the new man in him. God had said, ‘I will not let you go alone; you are not the one to go and see a brother or sister to be included amongst the people of God, your feelings are not right, you cannot be trusted’. Now I want to be trustworthy—we need to be trustworthy, dear brethren, in the carrying out of the divine administration. Times are difficult; Scripture says, “Difficult times shall be there”, and they have come, and 

it is a question whether I can discern the new man, not only the principles but the feelings and the practical concrete characteristics of the new man. I have them in myself and I discern them in another. It is as sure as possible, if I have any special friendships or personal links with the brethren, I shall miss it; I shall be apt to be governed by these in visiting that person. 

I need to be free of that. God says here, ‘I cannot trust you, I shall have to go with you’. Of course He goes with us at all times; but He cannot trust Samuel. He says, ‘Do not name him, I will name him—it is an important matter’. This matter of kingship is too important to be left in the hands of a man who is held in his affections by the man God has rejected. So Samuel says, “Surely Jehovah’s anointed is before him”. Jehovah says, ‘He is not before Me; you are making a mistake, and the secret is you have been held in your affections by the man I have rejected’. And all seven sons pass before him, and the word as to each is, “Neither has Jehovah chosen this one”. Samuel is adjustable, thank God! and it is very beautiful how readily he comes in for adjustment. He is gradually coming into the idea of the new man, and presently the new man appears before him, the most beautiful man as the Spirit of God presents him to us; he is ruddy, of beautiful appearance, and he is beloved—there he is. 

Samuel knows him, but still God says, I do not trust you with that—“Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. So, dear brethren, it is a most important thing to learn to keep the right man before us in the administration of the things of God. Not only that the person is nominally Christian, or even a true Christian, but can I see the characteristics of the new man? That is how the matter stands. And it says, “The Spirit of Jehovah came upon David”; that means, that kind of man, he is beloved. God says, ‘I commit Myself to a man who is spiritually lovely’. Samuel had not been doing this, but he will do it hereafter—and he did, he stood by David. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 84, pp.345–347) 
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