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PRESENT RESOURCES

2 Kings 4: 1-16, 32-44

J.N.G.  I have been impressed over the last weeks with the ministry of Elisha because it foreshadows the time we are in now.  His was a time when those who were responsible in the public position in Israel and Judah failed, but God saw to it that, in the presence of Elisha and the extraordinary ministry which was able to meet any situation that might arise, there was provision for things to go on.  I have the feeling that we are not just seized with the wonderful day in which we are.  Apostasy has raised its head, there has been a scattering, we have to admit weakness on every hand, yet God has made provision in the presence of the Spirit so that the very best should be available and no situation can arise but what there is sufficient to meet it.  Elisha, I would think, represents an excess of divine provision in a day of breakdown; in the presence of the Spirit, there is nothing wanting.  In Elijah we have in type the ministry of Christ, the work of redemption, and His exaltation.  But then the gift of the Spirit, represented in the double portion of Elijah's spirit, is what is available to us.  Whether we realise it or make use of it is another matter.  

L.McF.  I have the very same impression in my heart, that we are hardly awake to the day in which we are found.

J.N.G.  So often we get occupied with negatives and breakdowns and ignore or do not realise the wonder of a divine Person being here to see the dispensation through, not only in regard to our needs but on the divine level.

L.McF.  So Elisha is marked by the spirit of the ascended Man, the double portion as you said.  In other words, there is power here to meet every exigency.

J.N.G.  We need purpose of heart like Elisha he would not leave Elijah.  Elijah said the Lord has sent me to Bethel but Elisha would not leave Elijah.  Some of us are getting older - there is another generation, thank God, coming on: it would make way for the testimony if this purpose of heart was seen in an increased measure with us.

L.McF.  So the word to Elisha was, "if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee", chap 2: 10.  Do you think we need our hearts and our eyes fixed in relation to the Man on high? 

J.N.G.  That is exactly what was in mind.  I think we can carry this forward into Paul's ministry, that we need to make way for the very best and there will be results.  It may seem that things are going to die out; it did with this woman.  Her husband is dead and the creditor is come; now what is going to happen?  Elisha does not bring in anything fresh; he calls attention to what is there. 

J.A.P.  He calls attention also to what is abroad: "Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad"; it says in Romans 5 "the love of God is shed abroad" (v.5).  We have been afflicted with brethrenism; we need to see what is available for the recovery.

J.N.G.  That helps, because we have been very narrowed up in our thoughts in relation to the work of God in the testimony.  God is working in a wide field and we can thank Him for whatever is happening testimonially today of a positive nature.  We may get overwhelmed with smallness of numbers and the fact that difficulties have appeared here and there, but let us not forget that there is a divine Person here and He is unchanged, His power is unchanged, the excessive grace that marks Him is unchanged.  We have to make room for Him and make use of His service.

T.E.D.  The Spirit is available on the principle of asking, desire.

J.N.G.   I think that would be so.  The Lord indicates that, does He not: "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name", John 16: 23.

T.E.D.   I was thinking of Elisha's desire.  Elijah says, "Ask what I shall do for thee.  And Elisha's desire was "let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me".  Do you think we are a little reticent to ask, yet the Lord encouraged His disciples to ask of the Father? 

J.N.G.  He did.  And so Elisha encourages this woman; "What shall I do for thee?  Tell me what hast thou in the house?".  Then later on thing are awakened with her and she says I perceive that this is a holy man of God let us do something about it.  And then Elisha puts her to the test:  "Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee?"  We are tested by that as to what our desires really are.  I think you would agree that we are not enthusiastic enough about Christianity.  We are in the very best day there has ever been, redemption has been accomplished and everything needed is to settle every liability and then the Spirit has come.

S.E.H. In verse 13 of chapter 3 he speaks to the king of Israel, as having allied with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and says, “What have I to do with thee?"  But in the chapter we have read, in the smallness of things and yet the area of things where the testimony is going on, he is very willing to help; he says, "What shall I do for thee?"  What would you say about the contrast between these settings?  Is there a certain element in Christendom in relation to which the Spirit is really not moving in a general sense? 

J.N.G.  It may be.  We need to keep our eyes open and our minds alert as to what is happening not only amongst those with whom we are able to walk.  Take for instance what is happening in the Church of England, a new man being required to fill out a certain office, and what is happening in Roman Catholicism; God is not prospering these things.  But He is providing the prophetic word for us in the power of the Spirit and as we make room for that we will see how the dispensation is being carried forward on the right level.

T.E.D.  In verse 12 of chapter 3 Jehoshaphat said, "The word of Jehovah is with him", following upon the reference to Elisha pouring water on the hands of Elijah.  Do you think there must be something of that feature with us if we are to be in the gain of the present moment? 

J.N.G.  I think we might be inclined to be critical of one another a bit too much and not make the most of what is within our range. Just to pour water on a brother's hands - what a small thing that was, but it is positive.  Make the most of what the Lord is giving us and be alert as to the voice of the Spirit at any time.  John says, "let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies".  It is not only a local matter, although it is a local matter, but it is a universal matter.  We need to be alert as to what is happening generally in Christendom and wherever the Lord is working.  Thank God, for instance, that He seems to have opened a door in eastern Europe to the gospel.  Let us be alert that other influences do not take advantage of it.

L.McF.  So Elisha says here, "Tell me, what hast thou in the house?"  That is the position we are in this morning - in the house.  What possibilities there are as the Spirit has His way with each of us, do you think? 

J.N.G.  I think so.  You can bring that right down to every locality - what is in the house, what is available.  We may be here and not appreciate it.  It is a wonderful privilege for brethren to come together, as they do in the area that we are in; God has made way for these meetings that we can be together in liberty without any fear and we can draw upon one another.  That is what I feel we need to do a bit more.  Let us pray for the skill to draw upon the Spirit's work, the Spirit Himself resident in one another.  He is not in the air, He is in persons.

J.A.P.  We have here in Plainfield a concern about getting vessels, persons that the Spirit can fill.  Elisha says, Not a few.

J.N.G.  Well, can we appreciate the work of God - in others anywhere?  Do we make room for it and yet be kept in the path of separation, free from the world and all that is involved in that, and yet appreciate and make room for the work of God in one another?  I just feel the need for myself to have the skill needed to draw out what is available in the Spirit in these vessels.  Elisha says, "pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full".  Do you think that the exercises suggested in these chapters are rather intense?   

J.A.P.   I think what you say about separation would be in the instructions of the prophet in verse 4: "and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons".  It is not an unholy area here.   

J.N.G.   I think if we really appreciated the presence of the Spirit amongst us, and the wonderful work of redemption that has been effected by Christ, we would be a lot m? re enthusiastic about Christianity, full of life, full of joy, and that in itself would affect others.

A.R.S.   I suppose the Lord Jesus had what you are saying in mind when He said to His disciples before leaving:  "It is profitable for you that I go away", John 16: 7.

J.N.G.  Yes, or the Comforter will not come. Where did He come from?  He has come from a Man in final conditions in glory; there is nothing more that God had in mind.  that is not expressed now in Jesus.  The ministry of Paul has been given from that point.  He has given us the very best and He has not changed.  We have changed, we have to say that, but God has not changed, the Spirit has not changed, and He is available to strengthen our faith and our links with one another.  Two or three it may be; God is not limited by numbers.

G.H.   It says about Saul of Tarsus And straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that he is the Son of God", Acts 9: 20.  He was enthusiastic.

J.N.G.    And John, too, was enthusiastic; he wrote in a day that really anticipates the day we are in.  He said, "And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written", John 21: 25.  Well, enthusiasm should enter into our gospel preachings We are not Just setting out matters of doctrine but we should be a bit more exclamatory, I think, like the little maid who brings the prophet to light for Naaman.

G.H.  So Peter says, "Look on us, Acts 3: 4. I suppose the lame man saw the enthusiasm in those two men.

S.E.H.   What is conveyed in her sons bringing the vessels to her and she pouring out? 

J.N.G.  Does that not mean making use of the service of the Spirit - not only the presence of the Spirit but drawing on Him?  It is only as do that that we find how inexhaustible He is in the way of supply of power.

T.E.D.  Is it like the local setting functioning?  The local assembly is active.  Then there are those within it that are supporting and subject to Christ's headship.

J.N.G.  That is right.  What a transformation there could be in our own circumstances, our households or our localities according to this.  Creditors have come in to take charge, two sons to be sold - poor soul, she had nothing - and yet at the end the prophet says, "Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons on the rest".  Think of the fulness of sonship coming in as a result of these exercises.

T.E.D.  The local assembly is a great thought and we want to be supportive of it, to be at all the occasions that are provided.  Are we not tested in our circumstances sometimes to make way for what is of Christ in the local assembly? 

J.N.G.  So see what happens here; he passed to Shunem where was a wealthy woman. The wealth of the local position comes into view, and the workability of things.

A.S.H.  We should put a value on what we have.  This woman says, "Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil".  We should value the Spirit who is ever present and able to supply all our needs.

J.N.G.  I am sure that is right.  It is not a barrel of oil but a small vessel, but what can be done with that as she starts to pour out!  There was no lack in the oil.  They brought the vessels and she poured out into all the vessels and the vessels were full.  "She said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel.  And he said to her, There is not a vessel more.  And the oil stayed".  The end result is that they had freedom from debt, they had life in the Spirit, and sonship filled out by way of experience.

G.D.P.  In the New Testament the Lord says, Trade while I am coming", Luke 19: 13. There would be increase, would there not? 

J.N.G.  That is very good; that is what we look for and that is what we will get as we learn to make room for the Spirit.

L.McF.  How do we sell the oil?  "Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons on the rest".  What struck me is the value.  We have something very precious in our hands so we can turn it into what is very valuable for the testimony.   

J.N.G.  There is no idea of poverty in what belongs to the assembly in our own localities.  We think of how things work out in other localities sometimes and how the brethren are getting on, but this is our own locality.  We see the thing working, working with an appreciation of one another in our own setting.

J.A.P.  Jeroboam rebelled against Solomon and David and set up the two kingdoms, but I notice that God had sent the prophets into the whole area of the twelve tribes and that Elijah and Elisha ministered in the ten-tribe area where there was rebellion.  What do you think we have to learn from that? 

J.N.G.  Would not the sovereignty of God enter into that?  He will see things through despite our failure.  When Moses and Elijah appeared on the mount, would that not be a suggestion of how God has handled the whole period of Israel's testimony?  The idea of Moses and Elias goes right through, the initial giving of the law opening up the mind of God and then in Elijah the thing Is earned through: the Lord refers to the spirit of Elijah does He not (see Luke1: 17).  What we have in the ministry is from an ascended Man and that is all glorious.  Many of the types in the Old Testament deal mainly with the course of things in the testimony on earth.  You only get a suggestion; you do not get a full suggestion really until what came out by Paul as to the ascended Man.  What do you say?   

J.A.P.   Yes.  There is a fulness in Christianity, as you say, that is not found anywhere else but in what comes from heaven.  We spoke earlier of what is all around publicly - Rome and the Church of England and the Moslem resurgence and all these things - but ministry would meet all that amongst us.  We are not ignoring the general breakdown as well as our own.

J.N.G.   I do not think we have gone very far unless we take on in a priestly way the iniquity of the sanctuary involving, I think, all that is operating in Christendom.  What you say is something to think over.  We get so narrowed up in our ideas; even as to the truth, innately we take it up in regard to ourselves instead of thinking for God.  He has the whole field under His eye, has He not?  As the coming of the Lord draws nigh I think that we will be increasingly helped to take account of the whole of the work of God as it comes within our range and to pray accordingly.  What do you say? 

J.A.P.  The Spirit's operations are very extensive; is it for us to observe them as well as making room for them? 

J.N.G.   And to be available in relation to them.  Take what has happened recently, a work of God has come to light in Denton and earlier in Vevey.  I have been very interested in being over the other side to see how God is working in persons in the revival here and there, thank God: in the way of recovery.  Well, that is only in relation to those that we know, thank God for it, but He is working on a larger scale than that.  What is happening in eastern Europe and what is happening in persons who have become dissatisfied with the churches and are meeting in private houses - all these things indicate that the Spirit   of God has the whole field of testimony in mmd and we need a little widening in our outlook; not in our walk which should be in the narrow path.  If we depart from that we will be the losers.  But then I think that if were with God, we would see that the very best is being earned through on the divine level in twos and threes by the presence of the Spirit of God.  Do you agree with that? 

J.A.P.  Yes, I think we are getting help.

K.N.P.  Nehemiah took on himself his own sins and the sins of the people, and that was the beginning, you may say, of the recovery (see Neh 1: 6).

J.N.G.  Yes, and it was so in Daniel, he took the whole burden of things on himself.  We should take the burden of things as to our own failures; we will never get anywhere unless we do, but then can we go further than that can we think for God?  Think of how the Lord feels the present position with regard to the assembly.  Think of the full truth as to the mystery, the great mystery as to Christ and the assembly.  Do we consider how the Lord feels about the public position of the assembly?  I think it would have a bigger effect upon us in relation to our own wives (see Eph 5: 28).  If it did, the Lord could ensure that in some way and in someone the truth of Christ and the assembly is being maintained.

L.D.P.  The sisters have their own relations with divine Persons.  Maybe sometimes, if brethren are taken to be with the Lord, their wives are confronted with problems because they have been standing under the shadow of their husbands.  But here is a wife with some resource and apparently she had good relations with her neighbours; they provided the vessels.  Would that fit in with what we are saying? 

J.N.G.  It does: that helps.  I think we need expanding in every direction.  I feel so straitened in my own soul in regard to divine things.  You sit in the car with a brother and someone else comes along and sits in the back seat: it was a man in distress of soul who knew the Lord.  He said, I want some help, and he sought out a brother to pray with him.  He said, I feel God is not helping me.  What can you say?  These are very practical things.  He had no links with Brethren at all, but he knew the Lord and he wanted to be right.  Well, the Spirit is not given only to us, it is given to those who obey God (see Acts 5: 32).

J.A.P.  Mention was made of Daniel; there was the secret side of Daniel towards Jerusalem which was in type the assembly side of things, but then he served Nebuchadnezzar, he served Darius, he served these men publicly and he brought in the great light of the prophetic word.

J.N.G.  Yes he did.  There is no reference to his being in the public revival of things under Ezra and Nehemiah but he was with God and he foretold it all; he had received a prophetic word about it.  He stood faithful to the light that God gave him; he was a priest, was he not?  The Old Testament Scriptures to me are opening up in a much wider way than they did; my mind was so narrow.

L.McF.  Later on in this chapter we have a dead child, "And he went in and shut the door upon them both, and prayed to Jehovah".  I wondered how we can be helped there.

J.N.G.  There is a need of our identifying ourselves with what has happened.  We may stand aloof from Christendom and say that the trouble that has come in is terrible.  How the name of the Lord has been blasphemed through what has happened in Christendom!  But we must remember our own failure collective and personal - and responsibility because of the light we had.  Now this prophet went in and shut the door and prayed to Jehovah, and "lay upon the child, and put h! s mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and bent over him; and the flesh of the child grew warm".  And then we soon have the lad sneezing.  We would like to see some life come into the younger ones.  That is life, is it not, a sneeze? 

L.McF.  Seven times.

J.N.G.  She took up her son.  It is very interesting to see how these incidents finish - the full thought.

G.D.  I would like some help as to this thought of shutting the door.  We have it in verse 33 just quoted, and earlier, in verse 5, we also have the woman who shuts the door upon her and her sons.

J.N.G.   It means simply that you are shut up to God.  External things do not help.  She shut out all the external things that could arise and came to the point where only God could help her.  It is Romans 8 in a way, making room for the Spirit and recognizing the flesh as our hindrance; we are shut up to God and His operations through the Spirit while we maintain responsibilities.  In this chapter we get the spirit of sonship - a full answer.  We need to have our relations privately with God strengthened, and our relations with one another in our own localities too.  That is another thing the enemy would try to do - interference in local gatherings; it only means that we come back to the fact that we must shut the door and have to do with the Lord Himself in respect to the local assembly because He is in control, and with the Lord Himself in our own circumstances.  I think that in the 1960s we were weakened in our relations with the Lord personally; we went by rules and things like that.

T.B.  In connection with local assemblies, the disciples shut the door through fear of the Jews (see John 20: 19) but the Lord still came into the midst, did He not? 

J.N.G.  He said, "I have set before thee an opened door", Rev 3: 8.  I think our salvation lies in recognising what the assembly is and that the Lord has never relinquished control.  We may try to interfere sometimes, which does not help.  It does not mean we cannot state our exercises but under Paul's ministry there is a way of doing things.

G.H.  We know what confusion we went through in the sixties but do we need to be strengthened in our relations with the Lord; is that what you mean? 

J.N.G.  That is the point, our relations with the Lord.  That applies to the individual, it applies to the household and it applies to the local assembly.  The Lord is very jealous, I think, of His own rights, rights in myself and rights in the assembly.  We sometimes think we are helping but we are just getting in the way.

L.D.P.  According to the law the woman that was caught in adultery should have been slain (see Lev 20: 10), but the current line of the Spirit is that mercy should be shown.  Think of the Lord writing on the ground and then saying "Neither do I condemn thee", John 8: 11.  Would that fit in with what you are saying as to our needing to know what the Lord's mind is? 

J.N.G.  Yes; and I think that, in Elisha's ministry, the Lord is bent on blessing.  How can we meet difficulties and problems and bring in food?  I think that is why in chapter 4 they had been through some exercises that bear on the locality as well as the individual and the household, and then the man of God was equal to meeting the problems.  But there is more than that, there is a touch of heaven in the last incident of the man from Baal shalishah who "brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack". That is how we help one another, to bring in some food; that is the divine answer.

J.A.P.  This very scripture (2 Kings 4) was used by Mr Taylor to show that a servant cannot deal with a local matter at a distance but that he must go and bring in life in a locality through ministry.

J.N.G.  That is very helpful, not writing of letters or things like that.  If you have an exercise, go to the locality and bring in a prophetic word if you can.  What wisdom and skill that would require, because the lord's rights must be maintained in each locality. But then can we come from heaven with some food and finish up with the brethren eating, and leaving something too?  I think Elisha's is a wonderful ministry, not only are needs met and problems settled but there was even something over.  Would you not like to be like that? 

J.A.P.   Who is the man from Baal-shalishah? 

J.N.G.   It is a heavenly ministry, is it not - ministry from heaven?  You can say it is Paul, if you like.

J.A.P.  How does that work out? 

J.N.G.  I think it is just Elisha's ministry.  In the presence of the Spirit there is an answer not only to problems, be they individual or local, but there is something fresh from heaven.  It is said of the Spirit that "he receives of mine and shall announce it to you", John 16: 15.  That is a current thing, coming from heaven.

C.S.E.  That is what results from shutting the door, being on the inside you may say, shut up to God; and the result is what comes in at the end of the chapter, we can bring something from heaven as we are with God.

J.N.G.  Yes, I think so.  The death in the pot had to be met first of all; recourse is to the manhood of Christ.  That is the answer to a good many of our problems of course - engage ourselves with the manhood of Jesus that one Man before God.  

L.McF.   What is evident here is that the supplies are fresh, they come from heaven.

J.N.G.  That is very good, "fresh ears of corn in his sack".

L.McF.  That seems to be the meaning, that we make it our own.

J.N.G.  I would think so.  We were speaking about Paul; it is not only his ministry but it is the man himself; there is a pattern.  I think that is a test for us, as to whether in our own ministry we are what we say.

A.S.H.  I was wondering whether it is akin to what we have in the gospel, the idea of the fish and the loaves.

J.N.G.  What the Lord can do.  It is not what there is in us but what the Lord can make of it in the temple and that means drawing on what is of the Spirit.

T.E.D.  This question in verse 43, "How shall I set this before a hundred men?":  I suppose we can look at that, either that he is timid or that he is dependent.  In a certain sense we need both as feeling our way in things with God, but then you are touching our hearts that we need reviving from the timid side to go forward dependently.

J.N.G.  I think that is what we need.  There is no need to fear all that has come in and all that may yet come in, because the enemy has not finished, he is relentless in his opposition to the truth, whether in our own souls or in our local companies.  We need not fear because the Spirit is with us.

G.H.  We need to be more before the Lord as to what is happening in Europe; there is a stirring and people are turning to the Lord.  The gospel is being preached and we need to be before the Lord that He will work freely amongst men.

J.N.G.  I think He is, but I think we need also to be before the Lord that the enemy does not get any advantage.  I just wonder whether he will try and bring in some other influence from the east to nullify what the Spirit of God would do.  We need to be alert, do you not think? 
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Scripture references

2 Kings 4:1-44 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; [4] and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full. [5] And she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons: they brought [the vessels] to her, and she poured out. [6] And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said to her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. [7] And she came and told the man of God; and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou [and] thy sons on the rest. [8] And it came to pass on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a wealthy woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, [that] as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. [9] And she said to her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us continually. [10] Let us make, I pray thee, a small upper chamber with walls, and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a seat, and a lampstand; and it shall be when he cometh to us, he shall turn in thither. [11] And it came to pass on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the upper chamber, and lay there. [12] And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And he called her, and she stood before him. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

John 16:23 (JND) [23] And in that day ye shall demand nothing of me: verily, verily, I say to you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give you.

John 16:7 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.

Acts 9:20 (JND) [20] And straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that *he* is the Son of God.

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Acts 3:4 (JND) [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us.

Luke 19:13 (JND) [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming.

Luke 1:17 (JND) [17] And *he* shall go before him in [the] spirit and power of Elias, to turn hearts of fathers to children, and disobedient ones to [the] thoughts of just [men], to make ready for [the] Lord a prepared people.

Nehemiah 1:6 (JND) [6] Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, to hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee at this time, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, confessing the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have sinned.

Ephesians 5:28 (JND) [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself.

Acts 5:32 (JND) [32] And *we* are [his] witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 20:19 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Leviticus 20:10 (JND) [10] And a man that committeth adultery with a man's wife, who committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall certainly be put to death.

John 8:11 (JND) [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

John 16:15 (JND) [15] All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said that he receives of mine and shall announce [it] to you.



FRESHNESS


Nelson Grace

Leviticus 14: 21,22,30,31,49 -53; 16: 11-13 Psalm 92; 10

I feel the need if we stand up to preach or give an address, that there should be something fresh in what is said.  I may say the same things and speak of the same scriptures but as there is the recognition of the Spirit of God there will always be a touch of freshness.  That is Christianity.  The Lord is the living God.  It would not do to bring a book of ministry and just read it here, that would not be the fresh touch of the Spirit of God.  We could not do without Him.

We could not of course do without the written ministry; thank God for it.  I hope all the younger brethren read it and go back and read the books that we have of ministry by Mr Darby, Mr Raven, Mr Taylor and others too.  Thank God for them.  What a treasury we have!  It is good for us while we are young to fill our minds with the truth to which God has been recovering us; the Spirit will help us to make it good in our souls.  That is what is needed so that when we come to speak about the Scriptures we are not reading from the book of ministry.   We speak from the knowledge of God in our own souls; that is where all that we have on our bookshelves is intended to lead us, otherwise we are just giving it out intellectually.  Some of us have good memories, but that in itself will not do in the things of God, not in the temple; it is the temple of the living God.  So we need what is living.

These three scriptures which I have read speak of what is fresh.  It is wonderful how God can come in in circumstances that seem disastrous and turn all to His own account with a fresh touch in our souls that will bring something to Himself in the way of results - even in the matter of leprosy, the worst thing I suppose that they could experience in the Old Testament.  What can be done about it?  There is no cure for it, and yet the Spirit of God looks forward in these chapters in Leviticus to the time when the leper is cleansed and there is a fresh start.  That is what God can do.  Of course it is just a shadow of what God can do in Christianity, the Spirit of the living God operating in our souls.  Well, the leper is to be cleansed, and Leviticus tells us that he is going to have a fresh start.  A man with a history of sin, not just his sins but full of sin a sinful man; that is what Peter came to (see Luke 5: 8); he was cleansed and released and was able to help others.

This leper was brought to the priest.  God comes down in His cleansing of the leper to our capacities.  I suppose there is not one of us but would feel how little we know:  when it comes to dealing with divine things we hardly know anything.  The Spirit of God says "as his hand may be able to get".  If he be poor, maybe it comes down to two turtle-doves or two pigeons:  God is accepting that.  It says in verse 30, "And he shall offer one of the turtle-doves, or of the young pigeons, of what his hand was able to get".  I do not think any of us is able to get much.  The older you grow the less you feel you know about the wealth that lies in the death and resurrection and exaltation of Christ and His blessed Person.  The more you consider what is set out in the Scriptures about Jesus the more you feel you want to worship Him.  Well, the leper takes these two turtle-doves; it means just a small impression of Christ; one is to be killed - a reference to the death of Christ - over running water: running water, that is not something we have learned from the books.  As I said, thank God for the ministry we have on the bookshelves, but do not let it remain there: let us get it into our hearts and the power of the Spirit of God will give us a fresh view of the death of Jesus.  It will meet every condition.  There is not one condition in our lives, dear brethren, or circumstances in our lives, that cannot be met in the power of the gospel; "the blood of Jesus Christ ... cleanses us from all sin" (1 John 1: 7) or every sin.  And we have the Spirit of God to help us in the application of that.  It is not something in the books, it is running water.  Running water alludes to what is fresh, the current application by the Spirit of God of the death of Christ.  How good it is to get it in our souls.  That is why we have the gospel preached every Lord's day - to get a fresh touch of the death of Christ to set us free.  How easily defilement comes in but we have the means by way of the Spirit of God to be cleansed, and it brings us back, as the cleansing of the leper did, to the first touch; he is set up before God in all freshness and power by the Spirit of God.  Now we not only have the cleansing of the leper connected with the blood of the turtle-dove over running water; it is a fresh view of the blood of Christ by way of the teaching of the Spirit.  Oh how good it is to get impressions every day from the Spirit of God, to be delivered from what is historical, even, dear brethren, the recovery to the truth one hundred and sixty or so years ago, and to have a fresh touch of the blood of Jesus.  Have you had that today?  It is available, just some fresh touch as to the running water and the blood of Christ to meet every situation.

I read in Leviticus 16 because that is another view of things.  It is dealing with the day of atonement.  It had to be once a year in Israel's history but there is no repetition in the history of the assembly of the day of atonement; what it speaks of has been done once for all.  But the wonder of this that I am calling attention to in this chapter is not the blood of Christ but it is the incense.  The priest had to take burning coals from off the altar; that is a fresh touch of the sufferings of Christ in relation to the pleasure of God and al!  that was to be established in the service of God.  It says, "And he shall take the censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before Jehovah, and both his hands full of fragrant incense".  I think that is the way God loves us to come before Him, with our hands full of Christ, the fragrance of Christ.  There was a time when every year all the sins of Israel were met, the whole setting of things in Israel met by the blood, met by the fragrance of the Person of Christ.  This day of atonement must have meant something for God in a peculiar way, the power of the blood to meet all that was connected with the majesty of God, the intrusion of sin offending the majesty of God and the blood meeting it; not only the blood on the mercy-seat but the censer full of burning coals, as it says.  The burning coals allude to a fresh view of the sufferings of Christ in connection with atonement; the Person and His work are not to be separated.  Our acceptance before God is all that Christ is in the presence of God now.  I think it is the only time in Scripture that any quantity of incense is mentioned, which is a striking thing: "both his hands full of fragrant incense beaten small, and bring it inside the veil.  And he shall put the incense upon the fire before Jehovah, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy-seat which is upon the testimony, that he die not".  And then it speaks of the blood.  It is just a suggestion I think, dear brethren, of how the reality of the day of atonement is to be maintained in its freshness currently in our histories.  It goes along with what the Lord speaks of in the gospels as to the repenting sinner; it is not a historical thing, it is something that is maintained in the sense of the greatness of Christ and His work and the blood that is needed to meet the whole current position in Christendom.  How wonderful that is!  The more you think of it the more wonderful it becomes, how the blood of Christ can meet the whole position.  Romans 3 refers to it, that God might be just (see v 26) - not that the sinner might be forgiven - but that God might be just and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.  That is the blood on the mercy-seat, that God is free; because of the blood of Jesus and because of the fragrance of His Person - they go together - not a challenge can be raised in the universe about God exercising mercy.  Do not let us separate them; He is still the same and all that Jesus is in the fragrance of His Person enters into that work and the blood was shed.  May our hearts adore Him! 

Then in the other scripture the psalmist is giving thanks; that is a good thing.  He says, "It is good to give thanks unto Jehovah, and to sing psalms unto thy name, O Most High" (v 1).  As he goes through the Psalm he surveys the work of God - "hast made me glad through thy work", and he says, "Jehovah, how great are thy works!  Thy thoughts are very deep".  How God takes account of us in the smallness of our minds and brings before us a fresh view of what is in His mind.  And that again makes our hearts worship.  As we think of God how small our thoughts are.  But God is so patient; in His grace He comes down to where we are and gives us a fresh view of Christ and of His own thoughts.  We can carry it into our day and say that all the purpose of God has come to light and has been expressed in a Man, a Man now in conditions of glory in the presence of God in finality - one Man.  God is saying that if He can have one Man in final conditions before Him He has the resources in the Spirit to bring all into that, as He will.  God is not defeated at all in any of His thoughts.  He has the means in the work and the Person of Christ, and the presence of the Spirit, to carry all into effect, and He will; so let us be with Him.

Now let us get something of what this psalmist says in verse 10: "I shall be anointed with fresh oil" - fresh oil.  We come into a meeting like this, or any service at all that we take on, but that will not suit God unless it is taken on in the power of the anointing.  That means the Spirit is upon us in view of service - the anointing.  But then the psalmist says, "I shall be anointed with fresh oil".  We come to a meeting and we say, The Lord was in this or the Lord was in that and you get a touch from the Lord in ministry.  That is for that meeting or for that day, and the psalmist says, Well, I want a fresh one.  Every time we come together we need fresh oil.  Thank God for the current ministry - God gives us some thing every week and every day if we are available and open to Him - but we want it to be fresh oil, some fresh opening for the Spirit of God.  That is why John writes to the overcomer, "He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies".  He is not looking for much.  It says in another part of Scripture, Mine ears hast thou digged (see Ps 40: 6).  That is a reference to the Lord, but think of the grace of God in this dispensation coming down to the fact that if you have one ear, "He that has an ear ...", - it says in another part of Scripture "a piece of an ear", Amos 3: 12 - how far God goes with us in His designs of love and the working out of things in grace; and if you make your ear available to Him He will anoint it.  He will anoint you with fresh oil, a fresh touch.  Is it not worthwhile, dear brethren?  This is Christianity.  We think so little of what God has done in Christ and is doing in Christ and what He is doing in the power of the Spirit, the Father, the Son and the Spirit all engaged currently in view of your blessing and mine, but also in view of carrying through every divine thought at the divine level however small it may seem to be.  God will secure that in the overcomer.  You may not see it but God will ensure the whole of the truth according to the divine mind will be carried through in someone.  Publicly there might be breakdown but the overcomer goes through and I want to be one of such.  Every heart that loves Christ and every heart that has proved in some way the presence and power of the Spirit would want to be among them too.

Now I think we can join in with the psalmist and say, "I shall be anointed with fresh oil".  I think that is why the Lord has given us the Supper every first day of the week.  There is a freshness about the Supper that God intends should mark that week.  It speaks in another part of a fresh jawbone of an ass (see Judg 15: 15) and that has been likened to a fresh experience at the Supper of the love of Christ.  How can we get on without it, dear brethren?  God has seen to it that we have all the resources that are needed in the presence of Christ on high and the presence of the Spirit here for us to go through in freshness of spirit, in freshness of judgment, in freshness of appreciation of Christ, that we will be maintained not only in the presence of God but in freshness in the testimony.  That is what John alludes to as to the overcomer: "let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies" in view of the testimony being carried through in conditions of smallness, in conditions of opposition.  God has provided the means for it all to go through in victory.  I think that is the time we are in.  We may dwell upon our own failures or the failures of others but let us keep in our minds, dear brethren, that God has the victory and He will have the victory, and He will assure you if you are with Him that you will be carried through in victory.  In all these things, Paul says, we are more than conquerors (see Rom 8: 37).  How wonderful to be in a system of things where Christ has the first place, to be in a system of things that God is maintaining in the face of apostasy.  Now that is wonderful, not only will God see things through but He will see things through on His own level in the face of an apostate Christendom.  That is how God shows what He thinks of the rejection of the Spirit.  There is no change in the Spirit, no change in Jesus and no change in the Father; what a wonderful economy is going through, dear brethren, and the assembly is related to it.  Let us find our place in it in a fresh way with a touch of fresh oil.  The Lord says to the woman in John 4 in regard to the living water, "shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up", not a river flowing out but a fountain springing up - living water.  We want life, dear brethren.  It is not a question of our carrying through the testimony by way of our understanding the doctrine of things - we need that, we must have it - but things are being carried forward in the power of life, and life involves our enjoyment of what belongs to the assembly in our relations one with another and that works out in our local companies.  May the Lord bless the word.
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Scripture references

Leviticus 14:21-53 (JND) [21] But if he be poor, and his hand be not able to get it, then he shall take one lamb for a trespass-offering, for a wave-offering, to make atonement for him; and one tenth part of fine flour mingled with oil for an oblation; and a log of oil, [22] and two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, as his hand may be able to get: the one shall be a sin-offering, and the other a burnt-offering. [23] And he shall bring them on the eighth day of his cleansing unto the priest, unto the entrance of the tent of meeting, before Jehovah. [24] And the priest shall take the he-lamb of the trespass-offering, and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them as a wave-offering before Jehovah. [25] And he shall slaughter the he-lamb of the trespass-offering; and the priest shall take of the blood of the trespass-offering, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and on the great toe of his right foot. [26] And the priest shall pour of the oil into [his], the priest's, left hand, [27] and the priest shall sprinkle with his right finger of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before Jehovah. [28] And the priest shall put of the oil that is in his hand upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and on the great toe of his right foot, upon the place of the blood of the trespass-offering. [29] And the remainder of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put upon the head of him that is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before Jehovah. [30] And he shall offer one of the turtle-doves, or of the young pigeons, of what his hand was able to get; [31] of what his hand was able to get shall the one be a sin-offering, and the other a burnt-offering, with the oblation; and the priest shall make atonement for him that is to be cleansed before Jehovah. [32] This is the law for him in whom is the sore of leprosy, whose hand cannot get what is [regularly prescribed] in his cleansing. …

Leviticus 16:11-13 (JND) [11] And Aaron shall present the bullock of the sin-offering, which is for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house, and shall slaughter the bullock of the sin-offering which is for himself. [12] And he shall take the censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before Jehovah, and both his hands full of fragrant incense beaten small, and bring it inside the veil. [13] And he shall put the incense upon the fire before Jehovah, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy-seat which is upon the testimony, that he die not.

Psalms 92 (JND) [1] {A Psalm, a Song, for the Sabbath day.} It is good to give thanks unto Jehovah, and to sing psalms unto thy name, O Most High; [2] To declare thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness in the nights, [3] Upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute; upon the Higgaion with the harp. …

Psalms 10 (JND) [1] Why, Jehovah, standest thou afar off? [Why] hidest thou thyself in times of distress? [2] The wicked, in his pride, doth hotly pursue the afflicted. They shall be taken in the devices that they have imagined. [3] For the wicked boasteth of his soul's desire, and he blesseth the covetous; he contemneth Jehovah. …

Luke 5:8 (JND) [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Psalms 40:6 (JND) [6] Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded;

Amos 3:12 (JND) [12] Thus saith Jehovah: Like as the shepherd rescueth out of the jaw of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be rescued that sit in Samaria in the corner of a couch, and upon the damask of a bed.

Judges 15:15 (JND) [15] And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men.

Romans 8:37 (JND) [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



THE CHILDREN'S JEWEL-HOUSE


The crown jewels of the Lord Jesus are to be seen at all times by believers and they do not need to be guarded by human means as earthly ones do.  There is a guide to them in the first two chapters of the epistle to the Hebrews.  His crown is not now one of thorns but of glory from God and honour from the heavenly hosts.  The sceptre, symbol of rule, is one of uprightness.  Nothing has been left insubject to Him and He rightly holds the orb of world-wide dominion.  His subjects rejoice that He is anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows, and His throne is to the age of ages.

Although there is only one reference in the Scriptures to "jewels" there are many diverse precious stones mentioned.  Twelve, all different, were to be worn by the Jewish high-priest, while in the last book of the Bible twelve are also mentioned, some of course the same as those.  For pearls and corals men have to dive deep in the ocean bed, while precious stones are won from the earth by miners as is described in such interesting detail in the book of Job, chapter 28.  Read also the epistles of Peter and note the seven things that are described as "precious".  Are you rich toward God? 
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