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“I WILL NOT GO FREE”

A. P. Devenish 

Exodus 21: 1–6; Deuteronomy 15: 16, 17; Philippians 1: 1, 18–26; Matthew 25: 14–29 

God said to Pharaoh through Moses, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”, showing what is in the mind and heart of God in relation to each of us, that we may be delivered put of the world’s system in view of serving God. “Let my son go” is a very lovely appeal to our hearts; “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. Then you get this remarkable bringing forward of the Hebrew bondman. Before the tabernacle is set up and the priestly service, you get this expression of the Hebrew bondman—“I love my master, my wife, and my children”. It says, “If the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, showing that the whole system which the tabernacle represents is based on love, love for God, love for the assembly, and love for one another. Otherwise what is priestly becomes official; we have seen that. Underlying this whole tabernacle system is this reference—“I love my master, my wife, and my children”. 

The Lord Jesus is in mind in this section in the wonderful way in which He gave testimony to His love, going even into death. Paul says to the Philippians, “and that the death of the cross”. 

Who can fathom what that meant for Jesus, to go into the darkness of death? Jesus said, “This is your hour and the power of darkness” (Luke 22: 53) an awful thing to think about. The darkness is not just the absence of light, but is positive evil, positive evil! When Judas, about to betray the 

Lord, went out, something was added to the darkness, the spirit of betrayal. In John the darkness spoken about is not merely the absence of light, it is Satan operating in view of bringing all his power against Christ and against those who loved Him. 

Well, I think this is a lovely section because it brings out the love of Christ. Paul says that to the Corinthians, “The love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this—that one died for all, then all have died; and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”, 2 Corinthians 5: 14, 15. It is a scripture that came home to me many, many times when for five-and-a-half years we sat alone—we were living to ourselves, not to Him who loved us and died for us. We should no longer live to ourselves, but to Him who died for us. So here in Exodus 21 we have not just a sense of obligation—that would be right of course, the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit (Romans 8: 4)—but this reference to the Hebrew bondman would be more than obligation, it would set us in relation to God’s testimony, it would be the Spirit of Christ, the spirit of bondmanship—when we would speak distinctly. Have you distinctly said, ‘ I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free’? 

It says here that his master shall bring him before the judges. Think of the Lord coming, before the judges of Israel—Caiaphas and Annas. Think of the Lord being brought by His Master before the judges of Israel, and of what came into expression—He would not deviate in any way from the pathway of God’s will, but surrendered His life in wonderful love for God. What did they see? They saw the spirit of bondmanship. The judges of Israel saw that His Master brought Him before the judges of Israel. They brought their accusations against Him and yet in wonderful obedience, because He loved, He bore testimony that He would go all the way, even unto death, and that the death of the cross. I think it is wonderful to read the accounts in the gospels of the Lord’s sufferings and to see Him in those circumstances of suffering, when He was buffeted, when His face was spat upon, when they put the crown of thorns on His head and the soldiers went even beyond the Roman law in their cruelty. Think of man’s heart, the malice, the vindictiveness, the cruelty of men’s hearts that came into expression, and the submissive way He was led to the slaughter. 

We were watching a sheep being shorn in Stawell; I have never seen one being shorn before—how docile the creature was! The Lord was led as a lamb to the slaughter and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and He opened not His mouth. Wonderful spirit of Christ!—it shines in those chapters where everything was concentrated against Him. When all the power of evil was against Him we see the Hebrew Bondman shining in His perfect obedience to the will of God. 

I wish to refer to Deuteronomy because it would rather link with bondmanship as we may enter into it, as Paul sets it out to the Philippians. He writes to them not as an apostle but as a bondman, and he said to them, “ye have me in your hearts”. It is like this reference in Deuteronomy, ‘because he loveth thee and thy house, because he is well with thee’. Paul had a place in the affections of the Philippian saints. It is the wonderful truth of the mystery that Christ is manifested in His body here. Christ has a place in our affections. Practically, I think the mystery is seen in that we have a place in one another’s affections. Paul says, “ye have me in your hearts”, not exactly as an apostle but he presents himself as a bondman, a bondman of Jesus Christ, and he says, as we read, “For for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”, and then he says, “But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better”. You see, he would have gone out free if he went by his desires; “having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better”. 

That was the desire of his heart, to be with Christ. I suppose that is the desire of every real Christian, to be with Christ. He says, “it is very much better”. When my mother died, I remember a brother writing to us and saying, ‘ for you it is great sorrow, but for her, ecstasy’. 

Well, you say—that is future; we can look forward to that, to being out of these conditions of sorrow, suffering, weakness, reproach, and to know what it is to be restful in His presence one day, to look into His face. As a beloved brother said, ‘the loveliest face in the universe’. 

To look into His face, that is what Paul longed for. He had been “taken possession of by Christ Jesus”, Philippians 3: 12. Have you been taken possession of? I wonder if it is so with us all. Have we yielded to Him our hearts’ affection? Have you been taken possession of? He speaks in this epistle, about “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”, my Lord. 

Mary says, “They have taken away my Lord”; then she says, ‘my Teacher’. That is the order in John 20. We recognise Him affectionately as Lord, “my Lord”. Have you done that, dear young brother and sister? Have we all done it affectionately—recognised Him as Lord? “They have taken away my Lord”, Mary says. And with what feeling she would say that. She missed Him so. But then when He reveals Himself she says, ‘my Teacher’, reflecting a longing to be taught in His presence. So He says, “Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. So you see she had something given to her to do, and she did it. The Lord had given her a message to convey to the brethren. Can you not picture her coming in among the brethren, and she would say, He said to me, “Go to my brethren”. Would she not convey something of her affection for Jesus as she related the message in her own words to the brethren? Well, maybe you have something for the brethren. Do you ever think about that? The Lord has given you something. What are you doing with it? 

That is why we read in Matthew. What are we doing with it? Have we hidden it in the earth? 

The bondman hid it in the earth. In Philippians Paul says that some “mind earthly things”, whose god is the belly and whose end is destruction. Solemn thing! He says, “I ... tell you even weeping”. How Paul felt it, that brethren allowed earthly things to overshadow and overcome them. His goal was the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. That was his goal. 

He says, “We await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. That is what Paul’s goal was. What is your goal? The Lord may have to say, ‘What I gave you for the brethren you have hidden, you have not used it. You have not gained by trading. I gave My substance into the hands of My bondman’. Think of the substance of Christ, what He has put into our hands by the Spirit. 

What are we going to do with it? Are we going to be bondmen who will enter into the joy of our Lord? Paul recognises that he was a slave. He says, “I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”, Galatians 6: 17. 

What do you bear about in your body? You may say, I am not well; l suffer in my body. But do you bear about in any sense the brands of the Lord Jesus? That is the idea of a slave. You see, the branding of the slave involves ownership. You see a slave with a brand on him; that involves ownership. He belongs altogether to another. Paul belonged to Christ. 

You belong to Christ, and, that being so, what have you done with what He has put into your heart? He left His substance to His bondman. All the wealth that He has left here in the Spirit is available to us; but it is in the hearts of the brethren, in the hearts of one another. You may have to say, ‘I am still living to myself’. I get up in the morning; what do I think about? My business, or my house, or my children? Well, we need to have these matters in our minds, but has something in any sense superseded that? Has Christ in any sense taken possession of your affections, taken possession of your heart, of your vessel, so that it becomes available in service? You can say, as Paul did, “being with Christ ... is very much better, but remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes; and having confidence of this, I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all, for your progress and joy in faith; that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus through me”. 

A wonderful thing, you know, that he would have gone free, but it was well with him among the Philippians, as I have said. He said, “ye have me in your hearts” and I think that would mean all that Paul would represent, all that he unfolds. If we have him in our hearts it would mean that we have all that was given to him for the assembly in our hearts. And so he says, ‘I would love to go, but it is better for you if I remain’. That is like the bondman or the bondmaid in Deuteronomy. Paul is saying, ‘It is better for you if I remain’ and therefore, in a sense, you might say his ear was bored through with an awl as in devoted, unselfish service he commits himself to the progress of God’s work in the saints. Is that not a fine objective? 

I wonder when your week is finished and it comes to Saturday, what you think. What has happened all the week? Has there been anything for Christ? When you have that time with the Lord at the judgment seat of Christ what will He say to you? I wonder what He will say to me. I think for some of us it will be a moment of deep inward regret that when we could have given our lives in devotion to Christ and His assembly we just lived to ourselves. Not that there will be any penalty. The Lord has borne the penalty of our sins, and our neglect. There is nothing like neglect to hurt the heart. The Lord has borne all that. There will be no sense of penalty. But what will it be? I think for a moment we would say, ‘I wish I had that time again to lay at His feet’. Well, why not take the opportunity? 

You can all have it today, the bondmaids and the bondmen. To depart to be with Christ is very much better, but ‘to remain for your sakes’ means that Paul, in the spirit of bondmanship, would say, ‘I am only thinking of the progress of the work of God in the beloved saints’. Well, it is wonderful to see how Paul serves in the spirit of bondmanship, great apostle that he is, he who speaks about his intelligence in the mystery. No one’s intelligence in a sense could compare with his intelligence in the mystery—“That the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”, Ephesians 3: 17–19. 

Think of the wonderful light of the truth that would be embraced as we embrace Paul in our affections. Not that he would draw men to himself; he says, “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”. He would not draw persons to himself, save as he brought Christ into expression. I think when they fell on his neck and wept that they would see his face no more, that it was the expression of Jesus in Paul that was so attractive, Paul’s face radiant with the spirit of the glad tidings, radiant with his love for the assembly. And in a sense if Paul is in your heart it means that we would embrace all the unfolding of the truth through that elect vessel. And it would be a concern, as to what the Lord has given us, whether we are in the spirit of bondmen seeking to bring increase for the heart and pleasure of God. So Paul says to Timothy, a young man, rekindle the gift that is in you. Timothy was a timid man. I often wonder why he was not in the gaol in Philippi. I think perhaps Paul had to say to him; ‘Take your share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ’. Maybe you have avoided that experience. In the beginning of Acts 16 Timothy is introduced and when you come to the prisoners, Paul and Silas, where was Timotheus? Paul said in his second epistle to Timothy that “We have not been given a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion”. And he says, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”. 

Well; for those of us who are younger, “Take thy share in suffering”. We naturally would avoid it if we could. We do not like the reproach, you know. The beautiful architecture of the world, the churches, there is no reproach in that, but the Lord speaks of “these great buildings”, that is, He would turn His own away from the literal buildings. God is not interested in that. He is interested in the Lord Jesus being in our hearts, in the hearts of the saints. So there is a reproach connected with the testimony. It is a day of small things. Paul says to Timothy, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”, and he speaks about one who was not ashamed of his chain. Are you ashamed of Paul’s chain? He could not go very far, I suppose, he could not move very far with a chain about him; he would be regarded as a felon in prison. Men would regard him as a malefactor, a felon. He says to Timothy, Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner. Then he says of Onesiphorus that he was not ashamed of Paul’s chain, and he says, “He has often refreshed me”. Have you oft refreshed the brethren? You say we are in circumstances of smallness, just a few breaking bread in the light of the assembly, not presuming to be the assembly—but breaking bread in answer to the Lord’s appeal, “this is my body ... this do in remembrance of me”. Paul says, Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner. Can we expect better circumstances than he had? 

One would appeal to each one of us not to be ashamed of the reproach of Christ. Peter says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you—on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified”, 1 Peter 4: 14. One would like to appeal to each one of us, beloved brethren, to contemplate the spirit of bondmanship that shone perfectly in Jesus. He distinctly said, “I love my master”. Only once that I know of in the gospels, and that is in John, He says, “I love the Father ... Rise up, let us go hence”. “I love the Father”—His heart was towards the Father; every movement of His was in relation to the Father’s will. He says in the time of extreme pressure, “Not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. It speaks about His sweat as great drops of blood; how He felt what He was about to enter! But in the spirit of the perfect Bondman He said distinctly, “I love my master”; But He said too, “I love ... my wife”; that is a reference to the assembly. Christ loved the assembly and delivered Himself up for it. He had the assembly in His heart. He saw it, you might say, in the disciples; He saw some moral features of the assembly in the disciples. He says, in relation to Peter’s confession of the Son of the living God, “Thou art Peter”, meaning that He saw assembly material that could be built in, involving stability, stamina to go through to the end. “He that has endured to the end”, it says, “he shall be saved”, Mark 13: 13. 

Then He says, “I love ... my children”. I wonder whether you have really had a sense of the personal love of Jesus for you. Paul says, “the Son of God, who has loved me”, Galatians 2: 20. How that must have thrilled Paul’s heart! He says, Think of what I was—“a blasphemer, and persecutor, and an insolent, overbearing man, but mercy was shown me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief”. He says, “Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 13, 15. 

Never did Paul forget the personal love of Jesus, and there is nothing that can stir your heart more than that. There is nothing that can affect us more than a sense of the personal love and devotion of Jesus. He had His ear bored through because He loved me. Peter says He bore our sins in His body on the tree. There should be personal devotion to Jesus because of the way that He has gone on your account and on my account. He took my place in wondrous grace. In grace He took my place so that by faith I might have His. So you reverently contemplate His footsteps into the sufferings of Calvary, into death, the abandonment, the dreadful, awful experience through which He went when He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” And what is the answer in Psalm 22? “Thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”. Not in churches, not in these lovely architectural buildings, but in the hearts of those who love Him. 

He would say to us again, distinctly—perhaps there is a message in this for you today—Do not live to yourself any more. Before the Lord graciously recovered us, we used to go through the week aimlessly, come to Lord’s day, and not know what to do. We would go wandering in the fields or, if we were in some other city, we would get in the car and drive around the houses of the saints that we knew. We were in the wilderness and we ended up the week, you know, impoverished. And if you are honest you would say the same, if that is your position—impoverished, when you could have been enriched; you could have used too what the Lord has given you, the substance that He has put into your hands and into your hearts so that you might bear fruit to God. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address in Melbourne
6 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Deuteronomy 15:16-17 (JND) [16] And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee, because he loveth thee and thy house, because he is well with thee, [17] then thou shalt take an awl, and thrust it through his ear and into the door; and he shall be thy bondman for ever. And also unto thy handmaid thou shalt do likewise.

Philippians 1:1-26 (JND) [1] Paul and Timotheus, bondmen of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with [the] overseers and ministers; [2] grace to you, and peace from God our Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, [4] constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy, [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now; [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day: [7] as it is righteous for me to think this as to you all, because ye have *me* in your hearts, and that both in my bonds and in the defence and confirmation of the glad tidings ye are all participators in my grace. [8] For God is my witness how I long after you all in [the] bowels of Christ Jesus. [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day, [11] being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which [is] by Jesus Christ, to God's glory and praise. [12] But I would have you know, brethren, that the circumstances in which I am have turned out rather to the furtherance of the glad tidings, …

Matthew 25:14-29 (JND) [14] For [it is] as [if] a man going away out of a country called his own bondmen and delivered to them his substance. [15] And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to each according to his particular ability, and immediately went away out of the country. [16] And he that had received the five talents went and trafficked with them, and made five other talents. [17] In like manner also he that [had received] the two, [he also] gained two others. [18] But he that had received the one went and dug in the earth, and hid the money of his lord. [19] And after a long time the lord of those bondmen comes and reckons with them. [20] And he that had received the five talents came to [him] and brought five other talents, saying, [My] lord, thou deliveredst me five talents; behold, I have gained five other talents besides them. [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord. [22] And he also that had received the two talents came to [him] and said, [My] lord, thou deliveredst me two talents; behold, I have gained two other talents besides them. [23] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. [24] And he also that had received the one talent coming to [him] said, [My] lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hadst not sowed, and gathering from where thou hadst not scattered, [25] and being afraid I went away and hid thy talent in the earth; behold, thou hast that which is thine. …

Luke 22:53 (JND) [53] When I was day by day with you in the temple ye did not stretch out your hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of darkness.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Romans 8:4 (JND) [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

Philippians 3:12 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Galatians 6:17 (JND) [17] For the rest let no one trouble me, for *I* bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus.

Ephesians 3:17-19 (JND) [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Mark 13:13 (JND) [13] And ye will be hated of all on account of my name; but he that has endured to the end, *he* shall be saved.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Timothy 1:13-15 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief. [14] But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded with faith and love, which [is] in Christ Jesus. [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …



“BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM”

F. G. Suckling 

Matthew 25: 1–13 

I feel the time is urgent. The cry has already gone out, “Behold the bridegroom”. There was a period when some of us lost the import of that call, but the Lord in His love has revived us to realize its urgency. As we remember Him in the Supper every first day of the week we remind ourselves that we do it until He comes. How we need to be ready and waiting for that momentous event! 

This matter of the oil in the vessels is so important. It says, “The prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches”. The others were careful to have their vessels with their torches, but were not concerned about making sure they had the oil. It would speak to us of the Holy Spirit within us as the only power for light in our souls so as to be kept watching and ready for when the Lord may come. Would we not all love to be kept in the appreciation of it? It is the Lord personally we are waiting for. The foolish said, “Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out”. But it is not within our power to do this, for it is God alone who gives the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord said to the disciples in John 20, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. I believe it would mean that He wants us to experience the power of the Holy Spirit daily in a living way. We have been feeling tonight in our prayers that there is a oneness that is of the Spirit in which we are unified in our desires and outlook. 

So the cry is, “Go forth to meet him”. It is like the end of Hebrews; we “go forth to him without the camp”. That is to be our position and our attitude all the time, for we are going out of this world; we are going to Him. Every day we need to remind ourselves of the nearness of the Lord’s return. We have felt lately how the Supper every first day of the week emphasizes it to us in the experience of it, and in the sense that it is the chief joy of the week as we wait for the Lord to come. 

What is said in verses 11 and 12 is very serious as to those who came when it was too late, the door having been shut. They say to him, “Lord, Lord, open to us; but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you”. You know, in Christendom at large that expression is used quite a lot, “Lord, Lord”, but the question is—and it comes home to us all—whether we really know what it means. It is a wonderful reality to all who know Him as having the Holy Spirit! The assembly expression, “Lord Jesus”, as Paul says, is used by those who have the Holy Spirit, and it would speak to us of the assembly’s love for Christ and Christ’s love for the assembly. How privileged we are to have the light of the Head in heaven and His body here, and the truth of Christ and the assembly. And this is all known inwardly. 

So we thank God for the leaders now with the Lord who by the Holy Spirit brought these truths to us from the Scriptures, and for present ministers who continue in this work. How we would long and pray for our brethren who are not with us that they might be recovered to this living experience too. 

Well, I just felt the importance of having the Holy Spirit in us, and of having oil in our vessels; not to hope that we have it and go on with a certain form of things, but to know His presence in a real way. May the Lord help us in view of His coming and may we be watching and waiting for Him, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
6 June 1983




Scripture references

Matthew 25:1-13 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches. [8] And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out. [9] But the prudent answered saying, [We cannot,] lest it might not suffice for us and for you. Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves. [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



“FOLLOW ME”





J. S. Pugh 

Mark 9: 2–8; Luke 10: 38–42; John 21: 15–19 

I have been impressed today with the number of times in which the Lord, in the gospels, calls upon one or another to follow Him, and I wonder whether perhaps He would appeal to each of us in the same way. We know well that right at the beginning He called Peter and Andrew, James and John, drawing them from their occupation of fishing and saying, “Come after me”, and leaving all they followed Him. There was a readiness to answer to His call. There were others, like the man who came and said to Him, “I will follow thee wheresoever thou goest”. 

The Lord’s word to him was, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the heaven roosting-places, but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head”, Luke 9: 58. Another desired first to go away and bury his father; the Lord’s answer to him was, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead”, Matthew 8: 22. First of all you have those who, having heard the word of the Lord, responded immediately; then there are others who wanted to come on their own terms, and immediately the Lord brings before them a challenge; in the case of one there was the challenge that the Son of man had nowhere to lay His head, if he was prepared to follow in that pathway it was not going to be an easy one. The other was detained by what is natural, by his natural relationships and interests. I refer to those in passing so that we might consider how the Lord would have us move in relation to following Him, and what gain there can be from so doing. 

I was impressed in reading this passage in Mark with the fact that the expression is used that Jesus “takes them up on a high mountain by themselves apart”, and at the end it says, “they no longer saw any one, but Jesus alone with themselves”. I think perhaps the first thing for us is to know something of what it is to be alone with Jesus. It involves separation from much that would attract us; that is where the man who wanted to bury his father was at fault; he was not prepared to move from his own interests into the pathway of following the Lord Jesus. 

But when these disciples are with the Lord here they find themselves alone with Him and they get a remarkable revelation of His glory. That is something that we need to take account of. The first thing in these three incidents that we are looking at is the way that the Lord will reveal Himself and reveal His glory to those who desire to follow Him. I know it says He takes them with Him, but still they were following, they were with Him and His glory was manifested to them. What a wonderful revelation of glory that was, “He was transfigured before them; and his garments became shining, exceeding white as snow, such as fuller on earth could not whiten them”. The transfiguration of the Lord Jesus was something absolutely unique and glorious, and must have been a tremendous thing for them to see. Peter, referring to it in his epistle, speaks of “the excellent glory”. I am sure that if our minds and hearts are attracted to Him, and we have a sense of His glory, we shall be ready to follow Him. 

It seems to me there has to be for each one of us the attraction of the Lord Himself. We all know His love in having died for us, having borne the judgment that was our due, but here we have a suggestion of following Him for His own sake. I believe that it is very precious to the Lord Jesus if there are persons who are prepared to follow Him for His own sake, and who in so doing are giving Him the opportunity to make Himself known with a remarkable display of His glory to their hearts. So it is a wonderful presentation; it says in another gospel that His face shone as the sun (Matthew 17: 2), that was something that was really outstanding, but here it says; “and his garments became ... exceeding white … such as fuller on earth could not whiten them”; there was something completely removed from all natural knowledge or experience—His glory shining out. 

I wonder, beloved, whether, as we set ourselves to be with Him and follow Him, one of the features that would attract us and move us forward in relation to it would be an appreciation of the glory of the Son of God. It is something that one can hardly say much about, but if we just think of who He is, and the way in which He came down into this scene, the way in which as here He manifested the glory of God in His every movement, and then at this moment the brilliance of His own glory shining out on the mountain, there is something to attract the heart, and to attract it as being alone with Him, “Jesus alone with themselves”. So that is something we might consider as to our personal relations with Him, and the way in which He would attract us so that we have a sense of our being alone with Him, and He alone with us, “alone with themselves”, as if He would give the impression of His own personal interest in each one of us so that we might have our personal links with Him in a way which is stimulated and developed by an appreciation of the glory. 

Now Mary in Luke 10 is one who characteristically could be spoken of as following Him, although the situation is a little different. Here He has come into a house—“He entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house”. She was ready to receive Jesus into her house. I think it has been said in ministry that there is a danger of our making Him a sort of appendage to our establishment; we want to be so with Him that we are an appendage to His establishment. So Mary is found sitting at His feet. She, “having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”. I do not say much about Martha at the moment save to refer to what has been said, that her receiving Him into her house is in itself commendable. But think of the attractive position that Mary took up, “the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”. She sat down at His feet and was listening to His word. 

We all know the difference between hearing and listening. We hear many things and often we can dismiss them from our minds, but if we listen to something we take it in, and as we turn it over in our minds it becomes something that is effective in us. So if we are listening to the word of Jesus there is the opportunity of allowing what He says to enter into our souls and become effective in each one of us. I think that is another stage, a different stage, in our learning Him and following Him. So Mary was found there sitting at His feet and listening to His word. I am quite sure that the things that He said were of such a character as to build up in her a fresh and fuller appreciation of Himself. 

I think we see the outcome of it in John 12, where she took a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price and anointed His feet with it so that the whole house was filled with the odour of the ointment. That which Mary had acquired through 

sitting at His feet and hearing His word was available for Him, and others also got the gain of it. It is as if she had followed Him right through to this moment in John where she was able to lavish on Him that which she had acquired from Himself, that fresh appreciation of His glory which had come to her through listening to His word. So there is the opportunity then of being restful in His presence, knowing what it is, as we said, to be alone with Him and for Him to be alone with us, and then to be restful in His presence, sitting at His feet and hearing His word. 

In John almost the last word we read is, “Follow thou me”, which is the exhortation of the Lord, and it is an exhortation that would apply to every one of us. There are times when, having been attracted to Him, having seen something of His glory, having perhaps consciously been listening to His word and learning from Him, a test arises. The Lord raises questions with Peter here, questions which show that He was probing to see just how far the affection that Peter had for Him was effective; and I believe perhaps in our experience the Lord would approach us in the same way, raising questions in our hearts, testing us as to how far, in our love for Him, we can be found following Him, and how far, in following Him, we are going to be characterized by obedience to His word, feeding His lambs, feeding His sheep, shepherding His sheep. These are exhortations the Lord gave to Peter in the light of His knowledge of Peter’s love for Himself, and I think if you and I were conscious of being with the Lord in the way that we have been speaking of it, maybe He would bring in some probing, but it would be a probing which would stimulate us to go on further, and perhaps to receive a sense of commission from Himself. 

So He just says to Peter, “Follow me”. There is Peter’s further question as to John, but the Lord says as to that, “Follow thou me”. I think that is a point where we might well rest, knowing that the Lord has made Himself known to us, knowing that He would manifest His glory to us, knowing that He would speak to us if we are prepared to sit at His feet and listen to His word. So there is the following of Him, which is in accordance with His own mind. As I said, there are many references to persons following Him; there was Bartimaeus, who having had his sight restored followed Him in the way, the way that the Lord Jesus was then going; no doubt Bartimaeus gained much as a result of having his sight restored to him, but the word is that he “followed him in the way”, Mark 10: 52. These are experiences that I feel we just need to carry forward in our own exercises, having discerned the glory of the Lord, sitting.at His feet and hearing His word, and being ready to be probed by Him as to how far our affections for Him are so effective in our minds and hearts that we are prepared to follow Him wherever He may go. In Revelation we read of persons who follow the Lamb “wheresoever it goes” (Revelation 14: 4).—The Lord is moving in these days, and we do not want to be inattentive or, lacking in discernment as to what He is doing, but rather to be so occupied with Him that we can be found following Him wherever He goes, for His names sake. 

Word in meeting for Ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
17 January 1984 

 


Scripture references

Mark 9:2-8 (JND) [2] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter and James and John, and takes them up on a high mountain by themselves apart. And he was transfigured before them: [3] and his garments became shining, exceeding white [as snow], such as fuller on earth could not whiten [them]. [4] And there appeared to them Elias with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. [5] And Peter answering says to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good that we should be here; and let us make three tabernacles, for thee one, and for Moses one, and for Elias one. [6] For he knew not what he should say, for they were filled with fear. [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [8] And suddenly having looked around, they no longer saw any one, but Jesus alone with themselves.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

John 21:15-19 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep. [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire. [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.

Luke 9:58 (JND) [58] And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes and the birds of the heaven roosting-places, but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

Matthew 8:22 (JND) [22] But Jesus said to him, Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.

Matthew 17:2 (JND) [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light;

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Mark 10:52 (JND) [52] And Jesus said to him, Go, thy faith has healed thee. And he saw immediately, and followed him in the way.

Revelation 14:4 (JND) [4] These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins: these are they who follow the Lamb wheresoever it goes. These have been bought from men [as] first-fruits to God and to the Lamb:



ALL THE SAINTS

J. Taylor 

The two epistles that specially develop the truth of the mystery, speak of love in those locally addressed, love to all saints. It is well to bear in mind that although there are perhaps only a few who are in the light of the assembly, the many are still to be regarded as of it, you never give them up in your affections. There is at present a great danger of going back to what earlier ministry delivered us from; that is, the setting up of a kind of model of the assembly. We should never relinquish the saints, whatever their state or associations may be; they are of the assembly. We are to hold all the saints in our affections; the Lord never gives them up. You do not know them all, but the Lord knows them, and you are with Him about it. We come together in the light of the assembly, but if we are intelligent we do not assume to be a company based on the model of the assembly. 

You hold all the saints in your affections; you regret their absence; there are only certain ones available, and you go on with them; but the others must not be forgotten. It keeps you in the truth of the house, otherwise you are on sectarian lines. If you speak of receiving into fellowship, you are apt to convey the thought of receiving into a company, a company that has an ecclesiastical status. I prefer what was said this morning, someone desires to break bread with us. It is one more available. The attitude of your soul towards all is that they might be with you. Breaking of bread is the expression of fellowship; in that way you keep right in your soul. It is the assembly you are occupied with. You are going on with all that are available, not assuming that you have all, because you have not got all. 

(Vol. 10, p.334)


WORSHIP

J. N. Grace 

Father, our hearts respond to Thee, 

As led in heavenly song, 

With sonship’s blessed liberty, 

He singing ‘midst the throng. 

The fulness of Thy love has shone 

In Thy beloved Son, 

The riches of this grace too seen 

In all that love has done. 

We worship by the Spirit’s power, 

As thus brought nigh to Thee; 

Our hearts are filled with holy joy, 

A heavenly family. 

1973 

 


EXHORTING ONE ANOTHER

Hebrews 10: 25 

S. J. B. Carter 

When the saints for praise or prayer 

Are gathered round the Lord—the .Lord is there; 

The Firstborn fair among His chosen race, 

Bestowing of His fulness grace on grace. 

Can we then who have tasted of that grace 

Care to be absent when He shows His face? 

Say, shall a little rain, a lengthy road 

Prevent communion with the saints and God? 

Lo, Satan’s slaves to scenes of pleasure go, 

By day or night, through rain or hail or snow— 

And can we careless be of going where 

The saints are found for worship or for prayer? 

Shall business stay us, friends, or feeling tired 

When our attendance is by Christ desired? 

Blush, brethren dear, blush at the very thought 

And let us show that we are better taught. 

Exhort then, one another, and let not 

Th’assembling of ourselves be e’er forgot; 

Responsible we are, each in their part, 

To swell the song and gratify Christ’s heart. 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:25 (JND) [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near.



MUSINGS

BUILDERS It is springtime in Britain as this is being written and it is interesting to see the birds gathering materials to build their nests. They are, busily collecting twigs, leaves, moss, and anything, that will help to make the nest strong and secure against the weather, and snug and warm within. 

They are a lesson to us, showing how we should all be working together in our local companies to make them safe and happy places. Are you and I actively in this work? What are we contributing that will help to bind the saints together in love in the truth? Are we praying for the brethren? Do we support the meetings by our presence and, if I am a brother, by my contributions? All these things make for the happy, prosperous conditions proper to the local meeting. 

Then are we providing what will make the ‘nest’ warm and comfortable? That includes free and happy relationships and impartial hospitality in our homes. It would be sad indeed if one were to bring in anything that would weaken the bonds of love, or cause discord, where peace, joy, and liberty should prevail. 

Even more important is it that there should be restful and congenial conditions among us for divine pleasure. If the saints are not together in love and easy relations it is bound to mean that the Lord is to some extent deprived of the restful environment to which He delights to come, in which He rests, and in which God is served. 

FCM




EXTRACT





(“Let a man prove himself, and thus eat”) There is no thought of giving up the thing. It is going on; but the point is adjustment. Why should we not be adjustable? … Ques.  Would you say that as one and another begin to be marked by self-judgment, the process gathers force? 

J.T. It is always a question of leadership. Things will go on amongst us ... If one goes the right way, the Lord makes a way out in that way. The way out is always by death, out of every difficulty. The Lord’s way was shut up as regards the Jews; they surrounded Him, but He went out by death; one Man died for the people … It is a question of one showing the way. 

J.T. (Vol. 97, p.409) 
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