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THE TEACHING OF GRACE

N. McKay 

Mark 10: 17–23; 1 Corinthians 2: 1–10; Titus 2: 11–14 

I desire help to say a word as to divine teaching, in particular the teaching of grace. I think it is important to see that whatever we learn truly, that is whatever comes into our affections, into our souls and fills us in the knowledge of God, is given to us by divine Persons. When we are younger we tend to think that the older ones read the ministry and the Bible and therefore they know about things, but that is not exactly the case. The fact is that we understand things and are formed in the knowledge of God because divine Persons operate in our souls. I think it is very important to see that. If we know anything truly of God, it is because divine Persons have operated in grace in our moral and spiritual beings, and brought about a knowledge of Themselves. Not that there is not responsibility attached to that, there is, because divine Persons cannot teach you anything if you are absorbed in learning other things. 

Speaking simply, just for the sake of the young ones, there may be a brother that reads the Scriptures and reads the ministry a lot, and does not seem to take in too much. He may admit that himself, and possibly he is not able to bring out the truth so much in reading meetings; I think we all know brothers like that, sisters like that too, but we value them, because in the time that is spent in reading the ministry and the Scriptures, in employing our minds in the things of God, the Holy Spirit is able to operate and bring teaching into our souls. Whether we can say much about it or not, God has been pleased to give us those who can teach; we have much teaching stored in the books of ministry on our bookshelves. As we sow to the Spirit, He would operate in our souls and bring in a teaching that is of God, and there is nothing that is going to go through except the knowledge of God. 

In our circumstances too, and our discipline in the way God works with us; in our meetings together when persons speak over things; maybe persons can present things in a different light than we thought about them. And at the breaking of bread when God would give us light, especially there we would see things according to God; begin to see things more clearly because we view them from a different angle; not from the perspective of our lives and our work and the difficulties here, but view them from God’s purposes of love. We begin to see things differently and therefore we are changed, it says we are transformed, so the thought of divine teaching is that it changes us. It speaks of that in Ezekiel as to the house of God; when they came in by the north gate they were to go out by the south gate (Ezekiel 46: 9), that is that they were not to go out the same way as they came in. The light of God was to shine and they were to see things and they were to go out different. They had known the arduousness of their circumstances here, but they were to go out knowing the privilege and favour of God shining upon them. If they came in enjoying something of the privilege and the sunshine enjoyed in their hearts here, they were to go out by the north gate; they had to let the discipline of God operate in them, that it might become good in their souls. So, God changes us; there is a continual process of change and teaching because we are to be prepared for another world. The teaching of this world teaches us one line of principles, but the teaching of grace sets us up with completely different principles. 

So we see in the gospels how the Lord taught. Divine Persons are all said to teach, the Father is said to teach; every one the Father teaches comes to Christ (John 6: 45)—Wonderful thing that the Father would teach persons and lead them to Christ. That is the place you are going to get help. If you want to know the Father, go to the Lord Jesus, you will see everything about the Father in Him. The Spirit is said to teach, “he shall teach you all things”, John 14: 26. How many times in John chapters 13 to 17 is the Spirit spoken of as the Spirit of truth; He would never bring in anything wrong; everything that the Spirit brings in is according to the truth and according to God. 

And then the Lord teaches; it is blessed to think of the Lord taking us in hand and teaching us in our lives and in our souls. We see throughout the gospels how the Lord taught, He is spoken of several times as Teacher; we see how He teaches persons and it is no different now; because He is a Man in the glory does not mean He has stopped teaching us, He is continuing in teaching. The resurrection scene was a scene of intense teaching; these forty days when the Lord had risen from the dead, He came and taught them in an area where the doors were closed through fear of the Jews, a privileged atmosphere where the Lord in spirit was free. 

Also He taught them all the things from the law and prophets and psalms the things concerning Himself. Just think of how the Lord would say, Isaiah 53 speaks of Me, how I “was led as a lamb to the slaughter” (Isaiah 53: 7); how He would speak of other things relating to Himself. So we can see the Lord’s teachings through the gospels; even at the age of twelve He was found in the temple asking questions and they were amazed at His understanding and answers. So I think that is a good guideline for us. At about twelve, man is considered to be coming into a responsibility which he did not have before; not that he has  stopped growing, he is still growing but there is a responsibility as we begin to grow up. It says the Lord according to His perfect manhood took up that responsibility and it was evident at the age of twelve. So, we are to ask questions; either at twelve or when we begin to understand these things, we are responsible to do it. 

And then at His first preaching in Luke chapter 4, at the commencement of His public service, they were astonished at the words of grace coming out of His mouth. They had the law and the prophets, but they never had this teaching before, it says elsewhere, “the crowds were astonished at his doctrine, for he taught them as having authority, not as their scribes”, Matthew 7: 28, 29. Think of that, the authority in the Lord’s teaching. I would just like to stress again, maybe not to the quite so young ones but to teenage ones and above, the teaching is a matter also of authority. I do not think we will progress until we recognise that. 

The Lord said, “It is sufficient for the disciple that he should become as his teacher, and the bondman as his lord”, Matthew 10: 25. That is, as we are disciplined under divine teaching, the thought is that we become like Christ, but along with that, is the matter of the bondman, involving coming under authority. We are not going to get it unless we consider ourselves bondmen; we come under the authority of the master, and therefore what the Lord says goes. To speak simply, the Lord has spoken authoritatively. 

So the epistles to the Corinthians and Timothy particularly give us the Lord’s commandment and we cannot disregard that. They give us the truth as regards our life here, in regard to things here, and are authoritative, and are to have full authority and sway with us, otherwise we will not progress in divine things. It is the truth; dear young persons, look through 1 Corinthians you find it is very strong. You do not pick and choose what scriptures you want to take and which scriptures you do not, because every scripture is divinely inspired (see 2 Timothy 3: 16). I do not mean to be hard but I mean to speak the truth as to these things because they are very important. Persons who progress have come under divine authority, they recognise what the Lord says is of utmost and paramount importance with them, and they are not going to be swayed by what the world thinks and teaches, and what goes on in the world. If something comes up, they are not going to say, Well, men think this and that, but they say, I will go to Scripture and find out what the Lord says about it, that is what is going to govern me. We are to be governed by the truth. The Lord says, “as the scripture has said”, John 7: 38. Think of the Lord quoting scripture to confirm what He said! So the scripture gives us His words and teaching. 

In Matthew we get the thought of the kingdom involving moral teaching. In chapter 11 the Lord is rejected, and we find that He says these things are not given to the wise and prudent but to babes. So we come into these things by taking on the truth in a simple way; not questioning whether it is right or wrong, but enquiring, What is the truth? I am a child in the truth and I want to understand it, I am going to find out about it. Then He says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”, Matthew 11; 29. So whatever the Lord’s yoke was (I think primarily the Father’s will) we are going to say, Well, as I take on the Father’s will as the Lord took on the Father’s will, I am going to understand then how the Lord was able to  carry out things here, I am going to learn from the Lord, He will teach me as I take up these things. 

After the Lord’s rejection He begins to speak in parables to the crowd, and then He goes into the house. We can see that in the present day when the Lord has been rejected, that things are mysterious; men cannot understand them, without having the Spirit, the things of Scripture are foolishness to them as it says at the beginning of 1 Corinthians. So they interpret them on fleshly basis and they go awry. But inside the house the Lord interpreted the parables to the disciples, and dear young brother and sister, you need to get inside the house to see what the teaching of Christ really is. It is where the Lord can go in and out and teach us according to His own sovereign actions and operations as we avail ourselves of what the Lord will teach us. As we come together the Lord has opportunity in the circle of the brethren, to teach, to bring in the blessedness of the truth and make it bear on our souls. He has to upbraid the disciples several times, questioning why they did not understand. Elsewhere He teaches by example, saying, “as I have done to you, ye should do also”, John 13: 15. 

In regard to the teaching of grace, it is clear we have to understand the reason why grace has come in and what goes against the teaching of grace, what is not the teaching of grace. There are two things that are not the teaching of grace; one is the law, and the other is man’s rejection of grace; man using grace to do what he wants. This young man in Mark 10 in one sense represents someone who has been taught by the law, and maybe we have been taught by the law. You may say we are not under law and we are not; but we may take up divine things in a legal sort of way, and learn them according to a set of regulations. We tend to do that when we are younger; we see that things are restrictive and tend to take them as a matter of rules and regulations, which they are not. Grace does not teach us that at all. The first thing the young man says is “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” I think to interpret that, the young man was speaking to the Lord as a man and saying, There is good in man, and there is good in me too, I have kept the law and I want to live here according to what is good in man—I will keep the law and keep the outward aspect of it, but I will go on in my riches and enjoyment of this life and I will be quite happy. He went away grieved because he had large possessions; the thing he was wanting to enjoy, the riches, actually ends up hindering and grieving him. I just say that if we are going on according to the law then these things end up grieving us. 

The law was brought in as a regulation for man along with certain grace, the offerings which came in on account of sin; but they recognised man’s responsibility to God, and if man could have kept the law he would have been responsible to God under those tenets; but he could not. The Lord came in and set the whole system aside; He did not set the law aside for what it was as perfect before God, but He set the system aside and said “no one is good but one, that is God”. No man has been able to keep the law. He says, no matter how much you go on in outward things in keeping regulations, an orthodox system of things, you are only going to be taught by the law. What does the law teach you? What do taking up things in a rules and regulations way teach us? I do not say this in a spiritual way, I am speaking just for the help of the young  people that we may realise that if we only go on in things because it is the right thing to do, and the right place to go, and our parents have done it, and we see it is good and right, then we will only go on with an outward shell of things. The law will only teach us to look and keep the outward thing going; it can never teach us inwardly, it can never bring the love of God into our souls, because it does not express the love of God, it expresses the righteousness of God, and God’s demand on man in responsibility, and, therefore if we go on with an outward show of things we will never come to know God. 

The law taught man what God asked of man, what man was due to give Him, but it did not really teach man what God was; who God was and how God was operating in regard to man. It says, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ” (John 1: 17), that is what came in with Christ; it was a new departure. So, whatever this young man wanted to live in, the Lord went right to the centre of that man’s affections and put His finger on the very thing that was the motive behind what that young man was saying. That is another way the Lord brings in help. 

You might say, you come to the meetings and something just touches you. Well, maybe the Lord has just put His finger on the very thing that is hindering you; the very thing that is stopping you learning and coming to a true knowledge of God. Maybe He is doing that; maybe we are just going along with the outward thing, not learning God at all; not leaving ourselves open for divine Persons. It confused Peter and the others, they could not understand, but He says, “One thing lackest thou—go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, taking up the cross”. The man has to go, myself and my will have to go completely. These are basic foundational truths in Christianity; that we, as after the flesh, have to go. The man 

after the flesh is irremediable, he cannot be taught, he cannot be changed and he is no use at all in the things of God. The Spirit cannot teach man after the flesh; the Spirit operates in the realm of the Spirit, so we have to learn to give up things that belong to down here and deny ourselves, to give up what we are after the flesh; what belongs to us after the flesh has to go as judged in the light of the death of Christ. 

In 1 Corinthians we see how Paul taught. Corinth was a great city in Greece and Greeks were renowned for their learning, they were great men of wisdom and philosophy. Paul did not come there in that way, he came and made nothing of that—“For I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power”. Paul was an exponent of the teaching of grace; he was not going on with what was outward; when he came to Corinth and saw all the difficulties there he would know the power of those that slighted him; not just the words, he would know the power of them. Think of the apostle Paul coming back there, testing men; they may have spoken ill of him, but what were they? What had they really learned? What was in their souls? Paul had not been there outwardly great or strong, but in “demonstration of the Spirit and of power; that your faith might not stand in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power”. Everything that is taught after man’s wisdom will come to naught, but what the Spirit says, the Spirit operating through persons, will actually work; the word of God is living and operative, discerning between the joints and marrow, and the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

It says, “But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world”. It says later, “which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory)”. That should bear on us, that there are two worlds in Scripture; God’s world and man’s world. Man’s world has a king over it and that is Satan, and man has anointed Satan king rather than God and he operates a world system, he has agencies and an administration of evil. Hades’ gates shall not prevail against the assembly, but Satan has a wealth of teaching in this world, a different world from God’s world. I say that soberly just so that the young people know; you might say persons are good people, not doing too badly. Young believer, they are going on in the system of man’s world which is set against God’s world, and it is doing so at the present time in a greater way than it has ever done before. We send our children to school and are afraid of what they will be taught there, because man’s teaching is becoming more and more prevalent and outward and strong. The teaching of man is against the teaching of God. I am not talking about mathematics, English and arithmetic, I am talking about the teaching of religious education; teaching of tolerance and philosophy; the tolerance of evil is what this world is going on with at the present time. Any sort of evil, any sort of depravity that man can think of is being tolerated; things that were against the law ten or twenty years ago are now publicly promoted. That is how bad man’s world is getting, it is getting worse, and we feel it. It says in regard to Egypt as a type of the world morally, that the darkness could be felt (see Exodus 10: 21). You can feel the darkness out there and you worry about your children going to school and the insidious influence they will be under. The influence of the media too is becoming one of the greatest influences on men, it is becoming the arbiter of what is right and wrong. We need to recognise that Satan’s world is becoming bolder and God’s world is being lost sight of in this world. We, as believers, are going on with God’s world, though we have to make our way through this world; but we have to realise there is help and strength that comes from somewhere else. 

Paul says, “we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery”. Think of what the Lord said to Pilate, “I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice. Pilate says to him, What is truth?”, John 18: 37, 38. The world will not have the truth. “What is truth?”—what an expression of man and man’s world that was. They will not have what is in the Scriptures, but the Spirit teaches us God’s wisdom as revealed to us; the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. A spiritual teaching goes on in those who have the Spirit. It is a wonderful thing that divine things are taught spiritually, inwardly we are affected by God and the knowledge of God. 

I have been impressed by this scripture in Titus. Titus was left in Crete by Paul, and was quite a strong man, a very sound man; I understand he was not so timid as Timothy was, he was able to exhort with authority and to rebuke. It seems he was a good brother to leave in Crete because he would establish the truth, and he would stand for the truth in a firm way. It says in chapter 1 that “Cretans are always liars, evil wild beasts, lazy gluttons. This testimony is true”, Titus 1: 12, 13. He was working among the Cretans in an atmosphere which is current  now; one of immorality and deceitfulness. There is a time to come, not in this dispensation but in a coming one, when the Antichrist will work “to deceive, if possible, even the elect”, Mark 13: 22. You wonder at the feelings of God that His own elect, those He had taught and operated in, might even be deceived by the Antichrist. Think of the feelings of God with regard to that, His jealousy with regard to those He has operated in. He has worked in the soul of each believer, and He is going on in grace and teaching us, working in us. He is jealous as to us, He does not want us deceived by anything of that kind at all. It says the Cretans were like that naturally, immoral and deceitful sort of persons. Paul says to Titus, “rebuke them severely, that they may be sound in the faith, not turning their minds to Jewish fables and commandments of men turning away from the truth”, Titus 1: 13, 14. That sort of thing has not to be tolerated. “But do thou speak the things that become sound teaching”, Titus 2: 1. To the man of God as we get in Timothy, Paul says, “But thou”. Men are going on with certain things, “But thou”, go on with what is right. So, against that background the grace of God is operating; “the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”. I think that involves present salvation as well as eternal salvation; such grace has appeared, and it teaches us. 

You might say the law has not taught us anything, apart from going on with what is outward; men’s teaching has taught us nothing; but God is teaching us by grace. We shall not need grace in a day to come when everything will be towards us, but we need grace now when things are so against God; and we need to stand true to what is of God in the present time. We need grace. We need to know the love of God in our present circumstances, and we need to know God, the God of love who has brought it to us. All things work together for good to those who love God. In all our circumstances God is operating towards us in grace. He has taken us out of this present evil world; He has redeemed us from lawlessness, He has bought us back, He has paid the price—we are not to go on in things that belong to this world. This world is going on to doom. So God has reached out to us in grace; that is His love is operating toward us where there is no cause for it. God had no reason, no cause, no justification, in one sense to reach out to us and to show us His love, because we were against God; we were going on in another line of things in this world, but God has reached out to us in grace, He has given His Son, who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ gave Himself for us that we might know God in all his grace and love. There is nothing that will change us more than the knowledge of God. Whatever we need, whatever circumstance we are in, whatever trouble, however things are hard against us, what we need is the knowledge of God, and the knowledge that God is towards us in every way. 

Be sure about that, dear young friend, no matter how difficult things are, God is towards you; God is giving you the resource and all that you need to carry on through this world. There is nothing you need you will find in yourself, you will find it all in God, and He is teaching you that. Every circumstance you go through He is saying, Stop relying on yourself, stop relying on the flesh, stop turning to men and men’s power and means, rely on Me. The world is going on against Me, but on the principle of grace you can go on and you can overcome the world in every aspect. You do not need the world. Grace is going to be evident in a day to come, the  whole world will live on the principle of righteousness and the grace of God will be seen then; it will be seen to be superior to everything that man went on with here. Men do not operate on that principle at all. You can take that principle into work and men think you are weak. No, God says, You operate on the principle of grace, I have another world and it is operating on that principle, the principle of not asserting your rights, but relying on God to help you in every way. 

Grace teaches us that “we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things”. These are real inward effects, but they become evident as to the Lord says, “By their fruits ye shall know them”, Matthew 7: 16. So we can see persons who are going on with grace; they are going on soberly—they have a right estimation of everything that is going on in this world, a sober and true estimation of what this world is, a sober estimation of divine things, and a sober estimation of themselves. They are going on with that, they are not carried away with the world’s teaching or under the influence of it. They are going on justly, righteously in all their dealings, not worried about how things should turn out for them. At all cost, no matter what I do, I am going to be just and practically righteous. It is the one thing I value more than anything else, that I please God in what I do. If I lose money in doing this, I am going to accept that because I am just glad that I pleased God. I think it is as simple as that. I know what pleases God and I am going to do the things that please God. I think these things are real and inward. We know our motives in one sense, we know if we are doing things that are right or wrong. 

The pious man is dependent and prayerful—that is what marks pious persons. It is not that they have an outward appearance of being godly, but they just depend on God for things and pray regarding things, “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works”. They are zealous, going on and doing what is right—a peculiar people, different from this world, not going on with this world—just different. These people are Mine, God would say, these people are different, they do not go on with the present course of things, and I am teaching them that that is the best way to be, awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We may not be here too much longer, God is going to be vindicated, God is going to be seen to be right in everything that He did, every small detail of God’s operations. Men are going to have to say that God was right and they were wrong. That is a wonderful thing. These persons are waiting for that time, and every one will see that God’s world is true blessing, and that the grace and love of God proves superior to every adverse power; proves greater than all men’s wisdom combined. The simplicity of going on in grace is proved absolutely greater than anything in this world. God will be seen to be right. When the Lord comes out and appears in glory, the saints will be with Him, and as it says, “clothed in fine linen, bright and pure”, Revelation 19: 8. God will be justified in the saints, persons that are going on in lowliness now, unknown by the world, but then clothed in fine linen, bright and pure. They have lived soberly, they have been just and righteous. Fine linen speaks of that, how it has  been woven into their lives and it is bright and pure. There is going to be a bright testimony to God whom they have come to know in love; God has taught them how to be here perfectly. 

It refers to our responsible life. How blessed it is to live here knowing that God appreciates and loves us, knowing that no matter what happens, or how difficult things are here, in regard to our links with God there is nothing to hinder and everything is blessed. The teaching of grace would lead us to desire that; we want to leave ourselves open for God to operate in our souls and that nothing should come in to hinder communion between ourselves and divine Persons. We want that more than anything else, that God can operate in our souls. Let us not hinder it, let us appreciate it and go on and show the evidence and fruit in our lives of real inward operation. May we be encouraged in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
17 February 2007 

 


Scripture references

Mark 10:17-23 (JND) [17] And as he went forth into the way, a person ran up to [him], and kneeling to him asked him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? [18] But Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good? no one is good but one, [that is] God. [19] Thou knowest the commandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honour thy father and mother. [20] And he answering said to him, Teacher, all these things have I kept from my youth. [21] And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, One thing lackest thou: go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, [taking up the cross]. [22] But he, sad at the word, went away grieved, for he had large possessions. [23] And Jesus looking around says to his disciples, How difficultly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

1 Corinthians 2:1-10 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; [4] and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; [5] that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God's power. [6] But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who come to nought. [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Titus 2:11-14 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

Ezekiel 46:9 (JND) [9] And when the people of the land come in before Jehovah in the set feasts, he that cometh in by the way of the north gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and he that cometh in by the way of the south gate shall go out by the way of the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the gate by which he came in, but shall go out straight before him.

John 6:45 (JND) [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father [himself], and has learned [of him], comes to me;

John 14:26 (JND) [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Matthew 7:28-29 (JND) [28] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were astonished at his doctrine, [29] for he taught them as having authority, and not as their scribes.

Matthew 10:25 (JND) [25] [It is] sufficient for the disciple that he should become as his teacher, and the bondman as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more those of his household?

2 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;

John 7:38 (JND) [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

John 13:15 (JND) [15] for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Exodus 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah said to Moses, Stretch out thy hand toward the heavens, that there may be darkness in the land of Egypt so that one may feel darkness.

John 18:37-38 (JND) [37] Pilate therefore said to him, Thou art then a king? Jesus answered, Thou sayest [it], that I am a king. I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice. [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

Titus 1:12-13 (JND) [12] One of themselves, a prophet of their own, has said, Cretans are always liars, evil wild beasts, lazy gluttons. [13] This testimony is true; for which cause rebuke them severely, that they may be sound in the faith,

Mark 13:22 (JND) [22] For false Christs and false prophets will arise, and give signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

Titus 1:13-14 (JND) [13] This testimony is true; for which cause rebuke them severely, that they may be sound in the faith, [14] not turning [their] minds to Jewish fables and commandments of men turning away from the truth.

Titus 2:1 (JND) [1] But do *thou* speak the things that become sound teaching;

Matthew 7:16 (JND) [16] By their fruits ye shall know them. Do [men] gather a bunch of grapes from thorns, or from thistles figs?

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.



BRINGING CHRIST IN

N. J. Henry 

Acts 13: 23, 24, 45–48; 2 Kings 11: 1–3 (to ‘years’), 4, 13, 14; Revelation 3: 20; 1 Samuel 16: 11, 12 

The great subject of the glad tidings is what God has done by bringing in Christ. It says that, “God brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus”. Is that not beautiful? You could not bring a Saviour in, no man could. God has done it. He says that, “Of this man’s seed according to promise”. 

He was promised; God had this One in mind from eternity. It was not an afterthought—He has never had an afterthought as to Christ. He had to start again with men as He did after the flood. He started again with Noah and his household, but as to Christ He has never had an afterthought about Christ. He has had one constant line right through time, from eternity. Moses said, “from eternity to eternity thou art God”, Psalm 90: 2. Moses on the mount saw Christ. That must have, you might say, confirmed what he said in the psalm, “from eternity to eternity thou art God”, because the One that was there was from eternity. 

This Person is not just a good Man. He is far more than that, friend, far more than a good Man. He did good works, but what was here was a divine Person in manhood. That is a cardinal truth about the glad tidings. Here in Acts 13, “according to promise has God brought to Israel a Saviour. Jesus”. He had brought in saviours before in the time of the Judges, who sought to recover Israel to what God wanted out of His earthly people. But here is a Saviour through whom you can receive the forgiveness of sins and be right with God. We must experience the needed word from the Lord Jesus. The woman in Luke 7, she came; she had tears; she felt things; but what she wanted and needed most were the words from the lips of the Saviour, “Thy sins are forgiven” (Luke 7: 48). When you sins are forgiven, it is absolute. 

Every sin of your responsible life is forgiven of God. Is that not wonderful? That is what is offered by God. Here it is, “God brought to Israel a Saviour”. 

Time does not affect God or change His thoughts; He does not weaken. We may have great aspirations and thoughts and after a few months they are diluted, they are changed, but God’s thoughts never change with time. It is not because of weakness, but it is the power of God to forget the sins of those that come to Him in repentance because of the Saviour’ work. He has His ways with the earth and these ways are sure. You think of the three days that Christ was in the grave, you could say, Well, was it not sufficient just to go into death, be buried and be raised again immediately? God has His unerring timetable. After Israel had spent its strength trying to do good and failing, eventually God “brought to Israel a Saviour”, and in view of their easy reception, God sends John the baptist first, is that not fine? That is the grace of God, because he knew how hard Israel was. He said, I will send a forerunner, “prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Matthew 3: 3), and he says here in Acts 13, “John having proclaimed before the face of his entry among the people the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel”. 

Is that not a remarkable expression, “the face of his entry”? Come in through the incarnation, God manifest in flesh, but the entry here is evidently in public. Your mind goes to Luke 4, and your heart goes out to that blessed Man; standing up in the synagogue, reading, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach” (Luke 4: 18); think of the words coming out of the Saviour. That is the type of Person that is presented, not the heroes of the world, but a lowly, blessed Saviour, that had proved Himself impregnable against sin from the devil himself; he proved Himself impregnable. He is the only One that was faced by the devil personally. Satan has his emissaries, there are the demoniacs and others that are referred to in the Scriptures that come to tempt us, but Satan himself came to the Lord Jesus and he found that he could not break into that perfect, holy Man that was the Saviour of mankind; not only the Saviour to Israel, but the Saviour of the world. That is what it says in John 4, “the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 42). He is impregnable to the temptations. The devil brought every temptation to Christ, every single thing; he tried to test Jesus in His relations with God. His power to turn stones into bread; by the human glory of the world which he said he would give, temptations by everything, but He never departed from dependent manhood. 

That is why He came—to be here as a dependent Man doing the will of His Father. It says in Acts 13, that persons, “were filled with envy”, that is the reaction of man as away from God, contradicting “the things said by Paul, contradicting and speaking injuriously”, and then Paul said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be first spoken to you”. That was the privilege of the Jew, the word was first spoken to the Jew, “but, since ye thrust it from you”, in other words—here it was not that God took it away from them, they thrust it from themselves. 

They proved themselves that they were not accepting the word of grace and he says, “lo, we  turn to the nations”. Thank God that He has turned to the nations; that is what God has done; He used Paul for it. Glad tidings have gone out to us that had no hope and were without God in the world. 

Do you want floods of grace pouring into your soul? I remember when it broke into my heart, and I trust every person here knows what grace is, that pours into your own heart. I cannot experience that for you, nor you for me, but I know what it was like. There was nothing like it, when the burden of sin went, all my history that would have pushed and pushed me down, and Satan whispering in my ear that condemned me and made me apparently beyond the reach of grace; but when grace broke in, what relief! As Paul said, “mercy was shewn me”, 1 Timothy 1: 13. That is how personal it is. So it says, “lo, we turn to the nations; for thus has the Lord enjoined us—I have set thee for a light of the nations, that thou shouldest be for salvation to the end of the earth”. What glad tidings! That is why Christ came in, to be Saviour. Wonderful matter—blessed Saviour! 

Now, I want to refer to 2 Kings 11. I am not going into the detail of the king. I cannot think for the moment that there is any king that was perfect in the Old Testament. Not one. There were failures even in the greatest who was David. I suppose the nearest might be Joseph because he sets out purity, but even he was not a king; he was below as to the throne. Pharaoh says, “only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou” (Genesis 41: 40); so Joseph was not a full king. I think kingship only belongs to Christ—He is the King; He will come as the King. He is the Saviour presented to you, and if you accept it, you will be amongst those that surround Him as the King. It has a separating effect. I say to you now that the presentation of Christ separates. There are the saved and the lost. You cannot be in between. Those that are enlightened and those still in darkness, is it not separative? This woman Athaliah was a murderer. The same spirit that existed when Christ was born is the spirit that is here; the spirit of murder surrounds the presentation of Christ, this Saviour. I wanted to draw from the type because at the beginning Joash is a type of Christ in that he is hidden. 

That is the position, dear friend, that at the moment I cannot show you Christ. I can bear testimony, the proof I have in my experience with Christ, but I cannot show you Christ. He is going to appear yet, but this person was hid. It is rather like Moses when he was up the mount. The people said, “we do not know what is become of him!”, Exodus 32: 1. They must have seen him going up. Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and seventy elders went up and then Moses went up from there and then the people said, “we do not know what is become of him!” Forty days, it was not long for them to depart from the height of God’s ways with them in taking them out of Egypt, being saved from judgment with the blood on the doorposts and lintels, and breaking the power of the world at the Red Sea and taking them out. You might say, they have all hope before them; they are going towards the land. In forty days they had dropped from what was for their blessing to utter idolatry and in their minds, scrapping all God’s ways that had taken place up to then. They changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of what was corruptible (Romans 1: 23). This king was hid, not visible, Jehoiada the priest had to do with that. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is not visible yet, He had finished His service to the world; then He was crucified, He died and His blood was shed, after that He was buried; the world never saw  Him again. In principle I think Joseph of Arimathaea was a priest (Luke 23: 50–53). He handled the body of Jesus with respect because that body would be needed again in resurrection, so that He could be with His own, lovers of Christ. I want to ask you, friend, are you amongst them? 

I say simply, you might come to the meeting, but are you among the lovers of Christ who are in the secret of His risen life? There was no repentance with Athaliah, but she saw the king surrounded with all these persons that were making everything of him. It says that the “princes and the trumpeters were by the king; and all the people of the land rejoiced and blew with trumpets”. What celebration is in the hearts of those that love Christ! Are you in it, friend? You need salvation for your sins, that has to be, but I wonder, Are you among those that are in the secret of the exultation of Christ? In principle that is what we did this morning, we were surrounding the King; the world does not know. Someone said if the world knew they would stop it, because in the Lord’s supper what we celebrate is the overthrow of the world. 

That is what we are doing, we are no longer held by the power of the world, we have been saved out of it and we surround the King. He will come out shortly, if you read down the chapter, the king comes out shortly to the people, but Athaliah was finished. You might say, that is not grace, but that is why I said the gospel has a separating effect. If light comes to you and it is accepted, you come into salvation, but if you reject it you will prove something of the darkness that marks the world that is going on to judgment. That is a solemn thing. The king is in the midst of persons that appreciate him. He is brought out and there is a covenant made. We want to be loyal to Christ. I do not want to be disloyal to Christ in the world, I seek the help of the Spirit not to be. It says that Jehoiada “made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of Jehovah, and shewed them the king’s son”. I think that is a lovely thought to think of Christ. He is going to come out shortly to public celebration, “when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God’s angels worship him”, Hebrews 1: 6. The world, who had sought after the man of sin, the hero of the world, will eventually find there is a greater than he; a greater than he is about to dawn in the face of the earth and He will rule in equity. But at the present time your loyalty to the Lord is demanded to be shown to the King. 

Now, when you come to Revelation 3, He says, “Behold, stand at the door and am knocking”. Now, He is expressing His desire to come in. In the incarnation nobody could stop that, the great power that was there, Herod wanted to stop Him. They could not stop His being shown to Israel, manifest to Israel. They thought that it was all in their hands to put Him on the cross and say, “When will he die, and his name perish?” (Psalm 41: 5), but it was all in the divine calendar. Who could stop His resurrection?—even the guards “became as dead men”, Matthew 28: 4. Who could stop the coming of the Spirit?—all timed when you think of it; seven weeks plus one day. Everything is divinely timed. God holds the strings of time, that is what He does. Now the Lord Jesus is standing at your heart door and knocking. That is if the door is closed. It is often said that the handle is on the inside and the request is, “if any one hear my voice and open the door”. What will He do, does He come in to rebuke? He says, “I  will come in unto him and sup with him”. If you maybe have an anxious heart, there is nobody like Christ to meet an anxious heart, a troubled spirit. “I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. What ease in the presence of such a great Person. If I was in the presence of the Queen I would feel awkward, but this Person who is the King of kings has the greatest place in the universe given of God; He says, “I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. What an invitation! How can you resist? Why have a troubled heart, a troubled conscience any longer? I would invite you to open the door to Christ. He comes, He is there and He is knocking. He has taken that place; it is a place He has taken at your heart’s door. It is a personal matter and He wants normal relationships with Himself. 

Now, finally, when we come to 1 Samuel 16, Jessie “sent and brought him in”. That is another responsibility; that is your responsibility, friend, to bring Him in. Who is coming in? He is the One who is feeding the sheep, caring for them, guiding them and leading them to pastures. There is nobody like Christ, He loves His flock and He is the One that is brought in. Here is a very fine type of Christ; there is nobody quite like David setting out features of Christ. He was accused that he had left the flock unattended to, unguarded; Eliab did that—that was envy. He says, “I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart”, 1 Samuel 17: 28. 

David never had that; how much rather the antitype, the Lord Jesus showed His heart of grace, sympathy, feeling for men and women that put themselves in the position they were in through their wilfulness and lawlessness and sin. He has that grace and the word to all of us is to bring Him in. That is a responsibility. You can say, I will sit on the sidelines; I do not need to do anything. You might even say, Well, I am a sister, I do not need to do anything. Bring Him in! Whatever your quiet conversation in the house or wherever it may be, bring Him in. 

When David comes in, it says, “he was ruddy”. It is wonderful you get these typical expressions of the moral beauty of Christ. Every time Christ comes there is something fresh. I think that is what is going to make eternity so interesting for the redeemed. Every time you look at Christ you get fresh reason to pour out your affections. The world goes off their heroes, they find someone else they think is better. 

The Spirit of God is given to make everything attractive to us; a great gift in the preaching is the Holy Spirit, and you will find an area where the Spirit of God is free, and time after time you will find fresh impressions of Christ coming into your soul. From the dearth of the life we knew before conversion and before the reception of the Spirit you come now into the wealth and fruitfulness that is in the assembly. That is where you are brought into, “the Lord added to the assembly daily those that were to be saved”, Acts 2: 47. 

Wonderful grace! That is why there is this presentation of Christ, and I trust that every one of us will feel exercised, because only God can convict a person and only God can convert. The preacher can do very little, but I point you to God and His grace, that if need be He will bring in conviction. He will bring in assurance into your soul and help you in your pathway until the Lord come. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Grangemouth
18 March 2007 

 


Scripture references

Acts 13:23-48 (JND) [23] Of this man's seed according to promise has God brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus; [24] John having proclaimed before the face of his entry [among the people] [the] baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. [25] And as John was fulfilling his course he said, Whom do ye suppose that I am? *I* am not [he]. But behold, there comes one after me, the sandal of whose feet I am not worthy to loose. [26] Brethren, sons of Abraham's race, and those who among you fear God, to you has the word of this salvation been sent: [27] for those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, not having known him, have fulfilled also the voices of the prophets which are read on every sabbath, [by] judging [him]. [28] And having found no cause of death [in him], they begged of Pilate that he might be slain. [29] And when they had fulfilled all things written concerning him, they took him down from the cross and put him in a sepulchre; [30] but God raised him from among [the] dead, [31] who appeared for many days to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. [32] And *we* declare unto you the glad tidings of the promise made to the fathers, [33] that God has fulfilled this to us their children, having raised up Jesus; as it is also written in the second psalm, *Thou* art my Son: this day have *I* begotten thee. [34] But that he raised him from among [the] dead, no more to return to corruption, he spoke thus: I will give to you the faithful mercies of David. …

2 Kings 11:1-3 (JND) [1] And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she rose up and destroyed all the royal seed. [2] But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, the sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, [and hid] him and his nurse in the bedchamber; and they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. [3] And he was with her hid in the house of Jehovah six years. And Athaliah reigned over the land.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

1 Samuel 16:11-12 (JND) [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Psalms 90:2 (JND) [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:48 (JND) [48] And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven.

Matthew 3:3 (JND) [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Luke 4:18 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:42 (JND) [42] and they said to the woman, [It is] no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

2 Kings 11 (JND) [1] And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she rose up and destroyed all the royal seed. [2] But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, the sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, [and hid] him and his nurse in the bedchamber; and they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. [3] And he was with her hid in the house of Jehovah six years. And Athaliah reigned over the land. …

Genesis 41:40 (JND) [40] Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves; only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou.

Exodus 32:1 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him!

Romans 1:23 (JND) [23] and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into [the] likeness of an image of corruptible man and of birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.

Luke 23:50-53 (JND) [50] And behold, a man named Joseph, who was a councillor, a good man and a just [51] (this [man] had not assented to their counsel and deed), of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews, who also waited, [himself also,] for the kingdom of God [52] he having gone to Pilate begged the body of Jesus; [53] and having taken it down, wrapped it in fine linen and placed him in a tomb hewn in the rock, where no one had ever been laid.

Hebrews 1:6 (JND) [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Psalms 41:5 (JND) [5] Mine enemies wish me evil: When will he die, and his name perish?

Matthew 28:4 (JND) [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men.

1 Samuel 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. …

1 Samuel 17:28 (JND) [28] And Eliab, his eldest brother, heard while he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.

Acts 2:47 (JND) [47] praising God, and having favour with all the people; and the Lord added [to the assembly] daily those that were to be saved.



EXTRACTS

What interests me at the present time peculiarly is the young. That is what Eutychus signifies, and he was resuscitated from the dead by the embrace of Paul. What an example of the power of Christianity there! This young man, Eutychus, is taken away by those who cared for him. They brought away the boy alive, suggestive of how parents should look after their boys spiritually. He is now alive by the power of God through Paul, who discerned that as in his arms his life was in him. That life is to be nourished in the meeting at Troas. The suggestion is of great potentiality in the “boy alive” through Paul’s instrumentality. 

All this links on with what I have been saying about Elijah and Elisha, the continuity of the testimony—generation after generation. The things thou hast heard of me, writes Paul to Timothy (two generations), the same commit thou to faithful men (three generations), who shall be able to teach others also (four generations). Paul’s measure, as it were, is carried on. It is carried down to us. The Spirit of God being here, these things are possible, the continuation of the very best results of the gospel. 

It was left to Timothy peculiarly to bring those things and as he came, those things would not be omitted, Paul’s cloak, his books, and his parchments. Young brothers and sisters should read the Scriptures. It is said of Timothy that he knew them, from a child. How important to bring up the young to read the Scriptures! Fill their minds full of the Scriptures, and in due time results will be manifest. Then there are books which help us to understand the Scriptures; these should be read; also books containing the direct ministry of the Spirit. I believe the Lord would encourage us to build up wholesome libraries. Nevertheless we must attend to the Scriptures themselves, but as we are apt to read them in a perfunctory way, we are enjoined to search them. Philip said to the eunuch, “Understandest thou what thou readest?” He replied, “how can I, except some man should guide me?” Thus we may read and not understand, but the Spirit will guide and would use books to this end. Why should we not have the very best things to read? They do not cost much materially. There is divine provision for us in this sense and wisdom would lead us to use it. 

This is a very simple incident, but it has a place in Scripture, and it has to be noted. Paul wanted the cloak and he wanted these books to read, then he wanted the parchments to write on—as it seems. The Spirit of God would not write this incident without some meaning in it for us. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 41, pp.272, 273) 

It is wonderful to see how human perfection shines in Christ in every temptation. He is tested in regard to food, as Adam was; and He is tested in regard to government, as Noah was; and lastly in regard to the house of God, as Israel was, but in all, infinite perfection is seen in Man. It is complete triumph! And Satan, completing every temptation, departs from Him for a season. The strong man is bound, and now the Stronger than he goes about to spoil his goods. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.449) 
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