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THE LORD LOOKING FOR SERVANTS

W. McKillop 

John 12: 26 (to “servant”); Matthew 11: 28–30; 2 Kings 2: 9, 10 

The Lord is looking for servants, and He is ready to come down to one, saying, “If any one”. 

Not that He has in mind to exclude anybody, but it is a question of what He finds. “If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. I did not read the previous verse, but I would refer to it, because if anyone wants to serve Christ he is going to have to come to this, that he hates his life in this world but he will keep it to life eternal. If anyone is minded to serve Christ, he must face the test of this previous verse; that he is going to have to hate his life in this world; but how great the incentive, he “shall keep it to life eternal” (v.25). Then the Lord says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me”. This would point to the power of attractiveness in Christ, because it is the attractiveness of Christ that leads us to follow Him. I do not think anyone in this dispensation, from the fishermen He called out from their fishing to the present moment, has followed Him except by affection. 

Then He adds, “and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. If we are going to serve Christ, it must be as in nearness to Him, and it must be as being where He is at any moment in the testimony. You will understand what I mean when I say that where He was fifty years ago or a hundred years ago is not where He is at the present moment. Not that there has been any change morally in the position that the Lord has taken up in testimony, and assuredly there has been no change in the principles that He established, but the Lord is indicating that He is constantly in movement, and the test therefore for anyone who would serve Him is to be where He is. 

In a general sense we know that He is outside the camp, so we would not expect to look for Him there, although He reserves the right to go there because He walks among the assemblies; the whole position is responsible to Him and if He will He can walk there judicially. What He wants us to find is that there is a position involving the revelation of God, and the blessed relationship of the Father and the Son, and that we can be with Him in that position. So He adds, “if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. It is a wonderful matter to consider, and I would commend it to us to ponder, how the Father would honour anyone who serves Christ. The Lord is looking for persons who, above all else, want to be with Him where He is. We are all quite clear, of course, that the Lord is in glory, and therefore it is a question of being with Him in our minds and in our hearts. He is not here corporeally, but He is to be served. He is to be followed, and He desires to have us in His company. You remember when He went to Gethsemane He took certain with Him and they fell asleep. The Lord felt that, not that we would criticise them, for they did not have the Spirit; they did love Christ, they were attracted by Him and they were held by His love for them. We have the Spirit and therefore we ought to be inwardly conscious of being constrained by the love of the Christ, so that not being where He is is unthinkable, and this would be especially true for those who serve because he says “my servant”. 

If we are going to follow Him and serve Him, we need to learn from Him how to do it. So I read the passage in Matthew, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. The servant cannot learn from Christ unless he is restful. If he is agitated about matters, disturbed about things, he is not going to learn much because he needs to be in rest. That would be true for all of us. We have that word in Isaiah 63: 14, “the Spirit of Jehovah gave them rest”. We have alluded to the presence and service of the Spirit, and He is doing exactly now what the Lord would do if He were here corporeally. So the Lord says, 

“Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. The Lord is thinking especially of assembly men and women. They are not burdened with their sins, they are not oppressed with what is going on in the world, but they are carrying assembly burdens, and the Lord is saying that in the midst of that you need to come apart and “I will give you rest”. So He says, “Take my yoke upon you”; that means that the servant is under control, the control of Christ. 

He is under that yoke, and He says, “learn from me”. Now we may learn something from one another—I think we do—but what the Lord is saying here is that if we learn from Him, we are learning from perfection. There could be no greater learning experience than learning from the perfect Man. However gifted, or spiritual, or experienced a brother may be, however spiritual or experienced a sister may be, it is not perfection, and the Lord is saying, I want you to learn from perfection. That is the standard He has set before us, learn from Me, as we sometimes sing in that hymn, ‘Divine perfection in a Man!’ (Hymn 20). He says, “for I am meek and lowly in heart”. There never was a man like that before nor since. In the ways of God through discipline, and in the service of grace of Christ, we begin to learn how to be meek and lowly, but He was “meek and lowly in heart”. You can see that divine perfection in a Man is before us in what He says here. 

Then He says, “ye shall find rest to your souls”. It is our souls that tend to be disturbed and upset. We need to come to Him to learn how He can give us rest in our souls. Elsewhere He exhorts His own to learn in patience to possess their souls (see Luke 21: 19), and that is often a needed matter because sometimes issues go on and are prolonged and our souls become perturbed. The Lord would say, I want you to see that I can give you rest in your souls, “for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. These words of Christ are immensely appealing to anyone who wants to serve Him. The Lord would say that if you want to learn how to serve, you must learn from Me. That is really how the twelve 

learned, that is how they learned to administer food, that is how they learned to deal with difficult matters, they learned from Christ. In fact at one point one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray”, Luke 11: 1. If you want, to know how to pray, and to pray with prayer as Elijah did (see James 5: 17), you must learn it from Christ. We learn some things from observing one another, and we are thankful for that; but I want to press this point that nothing can equal or surpass learning from the One who is divinely perfect and is available to us to be learned from. 

I thought that Elijah and Elisha would help us typically to see how these things come about. I did not read all the opening verses of the passage, but I want to refer to them. It says that 

“Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal” (2 Kings 2: 1). One of the things that the Lord would teach us is the meaning of Gilgal. Gilgal was the cutting off of the flesh; in Christ it was actual, it was His death; to us, it is moral. But I would suggest, beloved brethren, that we need to learn the meaning of Gilgal from Christ, and we can only do that by being with Him and learning from Him. Colossians opens up what Gilgal means, that “ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand”, but “in the circumcision of the Christ”, Colossians 2: 11. That is the death of Christ. How that should affect our souls! And the entirety of the work, “the putting off of the body of the flesh” through death, refers to the whole matter from Adam on, the body of the flesh. That expression covers the whole history of the race. Think of the immensity of what Christ wrought in His death, what He removed in death from before the eye of God. But it was not to leave an empty place. What He removed. 

He proposed to fill with Himself, another order of man. As we company with Him, we shall find that He will open up this feature of the truth to us so that we get hold of it inwardly, spiritually. Most of us, I suppose, have it fairly well down doctrinally, particularly those who are older who have read the ministry; but the urgency of the Spirit in 

these meetings, as I perceive it, is that we need to get this inwardly, spiritually, so that there is an evidence of it in us. I am not slow to say that it takes a lifetime to really come to what this means. Therefore we must be patient with our younger brethren. They may not have seen a great deal of the cutting off of the body of the flesh expressed practically in those of us who are older. The Lord give us grace who are older to exhibit that we are free of the working of the flesh. 

Then “Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel” (2 Kings 2: 2). The Lord would test us. You remember one said to Him as they went in the way that he would follow Him wheresoever He went (see Luke 9: 57); but when the Lord explained to him the circumstances of following, he was tested. The Lord is not looking for over-eager persons who are not prepared to measure the cost of following Him and of being with Him where He is. You notice that in this passage there are these other persons, the sons of the prophets. They have a certain external connection and they are able to say certain things, but they show clearly that they are not Christ’s servants typically, and that morally they are not where He is. Notice how they come out to Elisha, “the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha” (2 Kings 2: 3), very self-confident persons, telling him something that no doubt they thought would impress him. What you see is that Elisha is a person who is governed by the unction, and he said, “I also know it: be silent!” You need no counsel from unspiritual persons, you want to get your inward direction from the unction. 

What was referred to in the reading as to material published by others who are not walking in the path of 2 Timothy 2, no one who has the Spirit ought to need to be told that they ought not to waste time on it, because the unction teaches as to all things. Elisha sets out a man who is governed by the unction, and so he stands the test. When Elijah said, “abide here, I pray thee”. Elisha replied, “As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee!”. God grant that may be 

the heartfelt committal of every person here this afternoon, “I will not leave thee!”. That is every one of us saying that to Christ in sincerity and truth! 

Another point that is important here is that Elijah says repeatedly, “Jehovah has sent me”. If you are going to be Christ’s servant, you need to understand the principle of being sent, and no one can teach you that better than He. If you look at John’s gospel, the Lord repeatedly speaks about Himself as sent, and He intends that that in its measure should characterise everyone that follows Him and becomes His servant, that you are operating on the principle of being sent. I am not speaking of being sent in any official sense, but that you have the inward sense in your soul that the Lord is saying. You take up this particular service at this particular time. They say to him, too, “thy master”, as though Elisha did not know that. But I would ask every one of the beloved younger brethren. Have you come to it that Christ is your Master? If you are going to be in His service, you must come to it that He is the Master, that is 2 Timothy 2. The Master, that is His position, and it involves His absolute authority over every one of us. But you want to come to it, that the principle is so seen in you of subjection to Christ that others can say about you, “thy master”, and there is no doubt Who is meant; you are an expression, livingly, of subjection to Christ; you have learned from Him what it is to be subject to the will of God; you have learned from Him what it is to be sent; and you have learned how to be consciously wholly under His control. If you look at the gospels—and it is very instructive for us to see how the Lord was with His disciples—it was mainly when they were in difficulty and were afraid that they called Him “Master”. Well, better that they did that than not at all, but the Lord would have us to be constantly consciously maintained in the sense of His mastership. No one can serve effectively who is not maintained characteristically with a sense in his soul that Christ is the Master. 

So they went to Bethel. The Lord would teach us what the house of God means. We have that in the first epistle to Timothy. Paul says, “These things I write to thee in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God’s house” (1 Timothy 3: 14, 15), that is Bethel. What is all about us is a corruption of that, it is the great house, but we need to have imprinted into our minds that the house of God is still here, and that Christ is Son over it. We can learn from Him how to be in the house, in liberty and as governed by the principles of the house of God. So Paul wrote that to Timothy in the first epistle. As we know, in the second epistle he is writing in view of the ruin, but not the ruin of the house of God vitally; it is the ruin of the assembly as the public body. The house of God is only composed of persons who have the Spirit, and so it subsists. We can move in the light of it as under the hand of Christ, for He is Son over it. 

Then they went from Bethel to Jericho, and Jericho as we know is the world as standing athwart the entrance of the saints into their inheritance. I would say this is a word especially for the young men. I would connect this thought with 1 John 2: 14, “I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you”; but then there is a warning as to Jericho, “Love not the world”. The Spirit of God would bring home to us that the present world is antagonistic to the Father, “If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2: 15). The Lord would have us with Him in order to instruct us as to the need of getting free of what Jericho represents. It was destroyed once in Joshua’s time, but it was rebuilt. The world was destroyed morally in the time of the apostles, but it was rebuilt, and it is out there today in its power, its allurement. The Lord would have you company with Him, if you are going to serve Him, so that you should be morally as free of the world as He is. And so He said to His own, “I have overcome the world”, John 16: 33. 

Wonderful matter that Jericho need be no obstacle to us! It is not the power of the world typified in Jericho that we are warned about by John, but the fact that we might love the world or the things in it. 

Elijah moves on and he comes to the Jordan, and I think this is the position that tests the fathers spiritually among us. Again, those of us who have read the ministry can say that the Red Sea is Christ’s death for us and the Jordan is our death with Him. But do the younger brethren see the evidence of that in me as an older brother, and in others? Do they see that there are persons who have accepted the bearing of the death of Christ subjectively, and that they are free? Therefore they are stable in their localities and they are stable in assembly crises. The young men are strong—that is not said about the fathers; I think what marks the fathers is stability because they know Him that is from the beginning (see 1 John 2: 13). It is a great advantage if you have in your locality two or three fathers who know Him that is from the beginning. They will not deviate; no unsound words will come in through them, nor will they permit them; because they will insist on what has come in through Him that is from the beginning. 

Again Elijah said to him, “Abide here, I pray thee”. The Lord would test you as to how far you would go with Him. If you are His servant, you will go the whole length with Him, involving that you are ready to accept death morally with Christ. When they come to the Jordan, these sons of the prophets “stood … afar off”, (2 Kings 2: 7). They cannot take hold of this mentally; it is what distinguishes the true servant of Christ from persons who are ostensibly in the truth. They stood afar off, but Elisha is there with Elijah. It is coming home to him typically that if Christ went that way actually, I must go that way morally if I am to reach the purpose of God. “And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha. Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee”. No doubt Elijah felt the matter that he was leaving, no doubt Elisha felt it. You notice that Elijah speaks twice about being taken away from him. It never was God’s thought that Christ should remain here indefinitely in flesh and blood, precious and wondrous as that was, that holy sinless condition, the fine flour mingled with oil and anointed with oil. It never was God’s thought that Christ should remain here in resurrection, not then in flesh and blood, but flesh and bones; God never intended that Christ should remain on the earth in that condition either. And so Elijah says, When I am taken from thee. Let it come home to our souls, beloved brethren, that the Man who has died for us, the Man whom we love, the Man whom we love to serve, has gone up! The purpose of God required that—had He not gone up, we should never go up. Think of the glory of divine purpose that you and I, our very selves here at this moment, were in the mind of God to be with Christ above. As we see in Thessalonians, as soon as the resurrection of the dead and the change of the living takes place, we are caught up. So Elijah says, when I am taken from thee. 

If you look at John’s gospel, you will find that the Lord constantly refers to the fact that He was going up. He says, “no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven”, John 3: 13. In chapter 6 He refers to the bread that came down from heaven, but as He opens up the great thought of eternal life and the food of eternal life. He says, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?” (John 6: 62). And when He is closeted with His own, before His death, He says to them, “ye would rejoice that I go to the Father” (John 14: 28), and when He prays for them in chapter 17, He says, “these are in the world, and I come to thee” (John 17: 11). And we have that blessed word to His own through Mary, “I ascend to my Father and your Father”, John 20: 17. The way that we have come into the heavenly order of things between the Father and the Son necessitated the ascension of Christ. Ultimately what the Lord said will come to pass, “where I am, there also shall be my servant”. We shall be with Him where He is. Now we want to be with Him morally where He is in testimony. Our hope is we shall be with Him actually where He is. So He said, “I ascend to my Father and your Father”. 

You see why Elijah is so insistent on this matter, “if thou see me when I am taken from thee”. 

It is not a Christ in flesh and blood on the earth that we have, it is not a Christ in flesh and bones in resurrection but still on the earth that we have, it is the Man who has gone up. So, by the Spirit we see Him where He is, as the apostle says to the Hebrews, as he seeks to get them to understand that they are “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling “(Hebrews 3: 1), he says, “we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour” (Hebrews 2: 9). That is where He is, but not dissociated from us, because the Spirit is our bond with Christ. It is by that means that the Lord is available to anyone who wants to follow and serve Him. I commit these thoughts, beloved brethren, to you for pondering and to lead to fresh and deeper committal on the part of every one of us. He is absolutely worthy of the absolute consecration of our hearts to Him. As that is true, we shall find that is really our bond in the truth and in affection, and thus we can go on together as faithful persons, maintaining things until the Lord comes. May He bless the word. 
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Scripture references

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

2 Kings 2:9-10 (JND) [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].

Isaiah 63:14 (JND) [14] As cattle go down into the valley, the Spirit of Jehovah gave them rest; so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.

Luke 21:19 (JND) [19] By your patient endurance gain your souls.

Luke 11:1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass as he was in a certain place praying, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples.

James 5:17 (JND) [17] Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months;

2 Kings 2:1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

Colossians 2:11 (JND) [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ;

2 Kings 2:2 (JND) [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel.

Luke 9:57 (JND) [57] And it came to pass as they went in the way, one said to him, I will follow thee wheresoever thou goest, Lord.

2 Kings 2:3 (JND) [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent!

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Timothy 3:14-15 (JND) [14] These things I write to thee, hoping to come to thee more quickly; [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

1 John 2:14 (JND) [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

1 John 2:15 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him;

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

1 John 2:13 (JND) [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

2 Kings 2:7 (JND) [7] And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite afar off; and they two stood by the Jordan.

John 3:13 (JND) [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven.

John 6:62 (JND) [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?

John 14:28 (JND) [28] Ye have heard that I have said unto you, I go away and I am coming to you. If ye loved me ye would rejoice that I go to the Father, for [my] Father is greater than I.

John 17:11 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.



THE GLORY OF THE PRESENT DISPENSATION

J. Spinks 

Romans 6: 1–4; 2 Corinthians 3: 11–18; 1 Peter 4: 12–14 

I am impressed, dear brethren, by the glory of this present dispensation. It is signalised as “God’s dispensation, which is in faith” (1 Timothy 1: 4), and is characterised by a blessed Man who has been “raised up 

from among the dead by the glory of the Father”. What a time we are in, it is marked by glory. Indeed we read in Corinthians that it “subsists in glory”. Now the reason for that is that it has been set on and maintained by divine Persons Themselves. Every other dispensation has been left in some degree to man’s responsibility, although God always maintains the initiative and He never at any time puts man at a disadvantage. Adam was placed in the best possible environment, surrounded by everything he needed, yet he failed. Noah and his household had a very great advantage. It has been said that the whole world was gathered round Noah’s altar. Think of the knowledge of God that was there in that little company; certain knowledge of God acquired in addition to the knowledge of God in creation. Then God introduced something that had never existed before; He set up magisterial government and placed it in the hand of man. In the antediluvian world God left man to a large degree to his own devices and it brought out the incorrigible nature of man’s heart. When man is left to himself all that proceeds from his heart is violence and corruption. How true that is at the present time! But when Noah was given the power of government a certain advantage was derived from that, which runs right down to the present time. Governments, the powers that be, are for man’s blessing, man’s advantage. These are things that we would take from the hand of God as being part of “that which restrains”, 2 Thessalonians 2: 6. 

God considers for men, He cares for his creatures. We may think of men as steeped in sin and iniquity, but they are creatures of God. It says in Lamentations. God “doth not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men” (Lamentations 3: 33). We need to think of that. In Romans 8 we get the great matter of the intercession of the Spirit; it comes in in relation to what is creational, enabling us to sympathise with and enter into the sufferings of humanity. Dear brethren, let us see that we are not isolating ourselves from the sorrows of humanity. 

The Spirit of God is seen as hovering over the face of the deep, indicative of deep feeling. Think of the feelings of the Lord Jesus as He wept at the grave of Lazarus, and over Jerusalem. In these last days may we be marked more and more by divine feelings. We see in the prophet Jonah how God had regard for the inhabitants of Nineveh, for persons who could not discern between their right hand and their left and had no knowledge of the grace of God. 

The scripture here in Romans 6 refers to the glory of the Father, a most wonderful thing. 

Romans, of course, deals with man in responsibility, bringing out the power of God to emancipate man from the power of sin; to free him from every hindrance and set him up here as a vessel to honour, able to praise God and represent Him here in a way that is pleasing to Him. Think of the power of the gospel. The early chapters of Romans bring out how man in responsibility fails at every turn. The religious man, the philosopher, every man is tested and fails. Then as we follow things through we find the same principle of lawlessness in our own hearts. These are humbling matters and are intended to bring depth into our souls. We often speak about Romans 7 as bringing out how impossible it is to please God as in the flesh, but it says more than that, it says, ‘with me evil is there’. We need the power of the gospel every day of our lives, because it links us with a living Man in glory. Everything for God is centred in that blessed Man. How wonderful it is! This chapter bears on what we had in the reading as to God bringing His people out of Egypt; there is haste involved in it. Let us not linger. 

The word to one man was, “why lingerest thou? Arise and get baptised”, Acts 22: 16. We need to apply the truth of baptism, dear brethren, in this present evil world. We have to make a distinction between the world as being under the eye of God for blessing and the evil moral system that has been judged finally and fully by Christ. It is a judged system, all that remains is for the judgment to be executed. So here we see how God is set to bring His people out of the world in order that they should walk in newness of life and bear fruit to God. 

But what impressed me is the thought in this scripture of being “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”; the glory of the Father. We might have thought that it might have been more in keeping with Romans to refer to Christ being raised by the power of God. 

That comes in in Ephesians, the power in which He wrought in the Christ in raising Him from among the dead and setting Him at His right hand in the heavenlies. It was the greatest exhibition of the power of God. But here we have the expression, “the glory of the Father”. I wondered what the Spirit of God would have in mind as inditing this scripture. No doubt it would involve the Father’s pleasure in raising that blessed Man from among the dead. Think of Him being first at the grave to raise Christ and make Him the central point of the universe. 

Then I think there is a suggestion too of what is lying before us. The Father, as I understand, refers to God known in grace, and every believer would know in some way the Father’s ministrations in the sphere of responsibility, but I think also the glory of the Father leads us into the sphere of purpose. 

When God takes us out of Egypt, what He would keep before us is the whole system of glory of which the Father is the source. That is the whole point of God leading us out; He leads us out to bring us in; as you follow the song in Exodus 15: 13, “Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed”. That is the power of God liberating us from the house of bondage and leading us forth by a right way. Then it goes on, “Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness”. That is a further step in God’s goodness and I think it relates to the presence and power of the Spirit. How blessed it is that God is not only prepared to deliver us from Egypt and sustain us in the wilderness, but He would guide us into the abode of His holiness. That is something we need to pray about, that God’s dear people should know what it is to be guided into the abode of His holiness. I understand that relates to God’s abode in the wilderness. God would have His people liberated from the systems of men and brought into a sphere where His rights and His holiness, the holiness that belongs to His house, are maintained. We need to be exercised to maintain the holiness that belongs to God’s house so that any exercised soul would be able to say that God is among you of a truth. I say that without presumption, dear brethren. Then it goes on to “The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared”, Exodus 15: 17. How wonderful! It reminds us of John 14, the place prepared by Christ, prepared by His going in, prepared in all its glory awaiting the day when the Lord will come for His own, but presently enjoyed in the power of the Spirit. 

My desire is that we may know more of these things. As I say, Romans takes up man in responsibility, but I believe it gives touches to show that there is more ahead. I was thinking a little of Solomon’s building. It says the house had width upward. The lowest floor was five cubits broad. That is like Romans, you are grounded in the truth of the gospel, a most essential thing. Then we learn how to go up by the winding stairs to the middle floor, and then on to the third. Things get greater and wider as we go up. I speak of these things as knowing but little of them, but having the desire to know more of all that is centred in Christ. 

Romans treats of the kingdom of God, and it bears on our path in the wilderness, but I believe the glory of the Father would bring us on to Colossian and Ephesian ground. In Colossians 1: 12 it says, “giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”. That is the great realm where Christ is everything and in all, the realm of the Father where these divine affections are known and realised, believe that is something that we need to be exercised 

about. Oh what it is to go on to the top storey, we may say; not only be satisfied with the great and wonderful truth relating to redemption and justification, but know what it is to go right through to reconciliation and new creation, finding our life as attached to a living Man in glory, “Christ ... who is our life”, Colossians 3: 4. May it be so in an increasing way with every one of us. 

I just want to touch on 2 Corinthians 3, where Paul is bringing out the truth of the new covenant. I was thinking of the glory of the Lord but read from verse 11 to refer to what was introduced with glory. It bears on what was said as to God giving man every advantage. Israel was the most favoured nation on earth. God Himself entered into covenant relations with them. Their failure only further exposed the hopeless condition of man in the flesh. 

Nevertheless God cannot be thwarted in any of His thoughts and we can see how He will restore His earthly people. So we have to think of the restoration of Israel; what a time that will be. It says, “For if their casting away be the world’s reconciliation, what their reception but life from among the dead?”, Romans 11: 15. The assembly is a vessel that has the capacity to carry through every thought of God; everything that is precious to Christ and to the Father should be precious to us. Even in the service of God, although not maybe at the forefront of our mind, we are thinking of what the hymn says, 

‘Yet wider praise in Zion waits—for Thee, 

Her Lord and King’. (Hymn 75) 

But if the old system was introduced with glory, “that which abides subsists in glory”. I think that is very beautiful. We have come to what subsists in glory, what abides, because it is centred in divine Persons. As I say, this dispensation has not been left in man’s hand. Divine Persons have taken it upon themselves to secure their own glory. Christ on high and the Spirit here is a wonderful pledge that not one thought of God will fail. We are to see that we are in it, and in it in a real and 

vital way. As we go on to 2 Corinthians 3: 17 it says, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”. Again it brings out the thought of what is further and deeper and inward, 

“from glory to glory”, and the Lord is able to effectuate that in our hearts. Moses went into the presence of God, and he came out with his face shining. He himself was affected by it, but, he did not have the power to effectuate anything in the people. But thank God our Moses, the Lord Himself, can effectuate things in our hearts. I can look round a room like this and I see shining faces. I see faces that have been affected by the glory of the Lord. It is something that should affect every one of us. Special privileges are accorded to us, the Lord’s day, the service of God, but every time we come together gives the Spirit opportunity to occupy us with the glory of the Lord. I believe that these three-day occasions should have that effect. As we enquire into the truth, looking to the Spirit for guidance and instruction, I believe He would direct our hearts toward the glory of the Lord, for Christ is the great Object in all the Scriptures. In this section we have a beautiful merging of the service of Christ and the service of the Spirit to bring about inward change in each one of us. It is the transforming effect of looking on the glory of the Lord. 

In the scripture read in Peter we have the thought introduced of “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God” resting upon you. It is wonderful to think that it can be so in these days. I think the thought of resting involves divine complacency. It was seen uniquely in the Lord Jesus, of course. Think of the Father’s delight as the Spirit descended in bodily form as a dove and abode upon Him. Here it relates to our having part in the sufferings of Christ. It says earlier, 

“Beloved, take not as strange the fire of persecution which has taken place amongst you”, who of us could say much about that? 

But then it goes on to speak about trials, and there are many trials that the saints are called upon to pass through, many sore and painful experiences that sometimes go on for many years. We have to consider why God allows such things. I believe it is all in relation to forming us after the Man of the gospels, the blessed Man upon whom the Spirit could come in an unreserved way. These things are very testing, but I believe it is the divine way. The more we know of getting into the presence of God, and looking on the glory of the Lord, the more we shall take on the character of that blessed Man; and we shall know something, at least in measure, of the “Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God” resting upon us. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Romans 6:1-4 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

2 Corinthians 3:11-18 (JND) [11] For if that annulled [was introduced] with glory, much rather that which abides [subsists] in glory. [12] Having therefore such hope, we use much boldness: [13] and not according as Moses put a veil on his own face, so that the children of Israel should not fix their eyes on the end of that annulled. [14] But their thoughts have been darkened, for unto this day the same veil remains in reading the old covenant, unremoved, which in Christ is annulled. [15] But unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lies upon their heart. [16] But when it shall turn to [the] Lord, the veil is taken away.) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

1 Peter 4:12-14 (JND) [12] Beloved, take not [as] strange the fire [of persecution] which has taken place amongst you for [your] trial, as if a strange thing was happening to you; [13] but as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation. [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

1 Timothy 1:4 (JND) [4] nor to turn their minds to fables and interminable genealogies, which bring questionings rather than [further] God's dispensation, which [is] in faith.

2 Thessalonians 2:6 (JND) [6] And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time.

Lamentations 3:33 (JND) [33] for he doth not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Acts 22:16 (JND) [16] And now why lingerest thou? Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, calling on his name.

Exodus 15:13 (JND) [13] Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Romans 11:15 (JND) [15] For if their casting away [be the] world's reconciliation, what [their] reception but life from among [the] dead?

2 Corinthians 3:17 (JND) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty.



BROTHERLY RELATIONSHIPS

D. J. Hutson 

1 Samuel 16: 4–13 (to “his brethren”); 2 Corinthians 5: 16–18; Romans 8: 28, 29; Matthew 18: 15, 20 

One thing, dear brethren, which has been very evident as we have been together, specially perhaps to those of us who have come from other parts and have not met many of our brethren here before, is the strength and affection of the brotherly relation. I felt it would be of the Lord that we should speak of our brotherly relations, not simply as to what they are for ourselves to enjoy, for we have all enjoyed these relations together over these three days, but to take account of them as to what they are as for God and for Christ; for the brotherly relation and the enjoyment of it is not. I think it would be right to say, an end in itself. It is something 

which, as we know to our sorrow, the enemy is set against. After the fall of man, it says that Eve bore Abel his brother (Genesis 4: 2), and the number of times that Abel is referred to as 

‘the brother’ is very significant. But Cain, it says, “was of the wicked one, and slew his brother”, 1 John 3: 12. Satan is against the brotherly relation and he would do all that he could to disrupt these happy relations which we have enjoyed together, but God is very jealous as to it. 

One might just in passing refer to the prophet Amos, where there is judgment upon various nations in the first chapter, and as to them he says, “For three transgressions, and for four” 

(Amos 1: 3), so it would seem that the fourth that is mentioned is that which brings about the irrevocable judgment of God. In relation to Tyre, it says the fourth was that he “remembered not the brotherly covenant” (Amos 1: 9), and as to Edom, that “he pursued his brother with the sword, and cast off all pity” (Amos 1: 11). It seems that that feature is peculiarly precious to God, and as it is attacked He has very severe judgment in relation to it. I say that in passing just to emphasise not the negative side but the positive side of the value of the brotherly relation as taken account of by God Himself. Elsewhere we were looking at Psalm 133, 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (verse 1). 

Good and pleasant for us, but I believe it would be right to say it is good and pleasant for God because there He “commanded the blessing, life for evermore” (Psalm 133: 3). We have experienced something of it as we have been dwelling together in unity over these three days. 

We have experienced the blessing of eternal life in these conditions that have been provided. 

So I wanted to speak in relation to this scripture in Samuel, not so much as to the history that we often dwell upon, but just where I closed to note that it says that he was anointed “in the midst of his brethren”. It is a very striking thing when you consider it. First of all in 

the chapter we get the rejection of Saul, then we get the rejection of Eliab, and then as to the others, “Jehovah has not chosen these”. You might say they are all put out of court, and yet they form an area where David can be anointed in the midst, the same persons whom Jehovah rejects. And that is why I read in Corinthians, because I believe they were brought in with a view to David having his place in the midst on the basis, as we would say according to the teaching in 2 Corinthians, of reconciliation. It says there, “So that we henceforth know no one according to flesh”, and later, “if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new—and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation”. God has reconciled us to Himself; so in that sense, these brethren as coming into the gain of reconciliation were reconciled in order that they might be for God’s pleasure, and in order that they might form a place where David, Christ typically, could be glorified in their midst. So “the old things have passed away”. It does not say they will pass away. Now reconciliation is an accomplished fact, accomplished in the death of Christ and “the old things have passed away”, and if our brotherly relations are to be maintained, it is not as dwelling upon the old things. Sadly, as we know, we are still in a mixed condition and the old things in that sense may still raise their head; but as before God “the old things have passed away” and “all things have become new—and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself”. 

So it says, “if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”, and the secret of the preservation of brotherly links is to view one another as God views us, that is, in Christ, with the old things passed away in the light of new creation. And I believe it was on that basis, as we would apply it in the type, that David’s brethren were retained. Although in the first place rejected, as we might have read earlier, “that one died for all, then all 

have died” (2 Corinthians 5: 14), they were all put out of court, yet on the other hand they were all retained in order that David might have his place among them. So it is not simply that these happy relationships are for our enjoyment, but that there might be a place where Christ may come and find congenial conditions and where His glory may shine. I believe it is right to say that all we receive in the way of blessing is to that end. We ourselves are not the end, and whilst we have much that we can be thankful for in the way of blessing, we need to see what the end is, and ultimately the object is God Himself. It is very important to see that. 

I believe it has been referred to during the meetings as to the gospel. Many stop short at the side that the gospel is God for man, but the great point in the gospel is that man is to be secured for God. So we have to see these things. They are our blessings, how great they are, that come to us in the gospel, but they all have in view that we might be secured for God. 

That is what redemption is. A person redeems what belongs to him. God asserts His claim over us in redemption, and also, as we are saying, He has effected reconciliation, whereby not only the distance between man and God has been removed but the man has been removed; and what now remains is that which is spoken of as “in Christ ... new creation”. I just bring this forward, beloved, that we might be concerned as to it. It would help us in our relations together to see that not only is it that we might have these happy times such as we have enjoyed together, but that we might be concerned as to what part there is in them for Christ Himself, and whether there is that suitably working amongst us that He might be glorified in our midst. 

Well I read in Romans 8 because there again we have the wonderful fact that we have been predestinated to be “conformed to the image of his Son”. I suppose we could bring to mind what John says, “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”, 1 John 3: 2. But if we are to be like Him when we see Him as He is, it is in view of His place. Thank God for our place, as He could 

say, I go to prepare a place for you (John 14: 3), and His place is our place in that sense. But then He must have His distinctive place, and if we are to be conformed to the image of God’s Son it is “so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren”. So that again, our blessing is in order that He might have that place, that He might be “the firstborn among many brethren”. And so I read the previous verse, “we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose”. I used to think that you could take comfort from that, that however things may seem to be it will all come right in the end. But I think it is far more than that. What does it mean when it says, “all things work together for good”? I believe it means that God is working at the present time in view of these relationships being strengthened among us. You might say we sorrow, and we do, as to the numbers that once we walked with who are no longer available to us; but would I be here in Denton in a circle of affection all divine, among the brethren were it not for the circumstances through which we have passed, sorrowful though they have been? They are working together for good. 

I believe it is a secret for us to go forward in these days, not to be occupied with what the enemy is doing and may have done in the way of scattering, but to see what the Lord is doing in it all. We shall see then that it is working together for good, and it is securing these blessed and happy relationships together, all in view of His having a greater place amongst us. So it says, “that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose”. This is according to His purpose, marked out as we have been before time, chosen in Him before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1: 4), and, although for our infinite blessing, in order that He might be the Firstborn among many brethren. I bring this forward, beloved, and I feel the need of help in expressing the thoughts in one’s mind; but I think you will understand that we need to see the 

grandeur, the greatness, of all that is involved so that we may not just be complacent in these relationships, but may see the value of them as before God and as in Christ. I believe there is a danger if we do not view them from that point of view, and sadly we may have seen the tendency to it, that the happy relationships we enjoy as in Christ may degenerate into what is merely social. May the Lord preserve us from it, but I believe it is as we view these relationships at this level, that we shall be preserved in them at the divine level, as we view one another in new creation as in Christ with the old things passed away. 

I refer briefly to Matthew, and I do not want to be negative in relation to it at all. There are things which come in among us because of the condition in which we are, but I want to draw attention to the positive side, it says, “If he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother”. Let us be faithful with one another. If anything does come in, let us keep short accounts, keep short accounts with God. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, 1 John 1: 9. We have an Advocate with the Father, “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. Let us keep short accounts in that respect; but what I had in mind here in Matthew is that we might keep short accounts with one another so that we might gain our brother and so that these conditions might be maintained. And again there is an objective in it. That is why I read verse 20, “For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”. You come back to it again that the brotherly relationships together are not an end in themselves, but they are to provide conditions where the Lord Jesus can say, “there am I in the midst of them”. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

1 Samuel 16:4-13 (JND) [4] And Samuel did what Jehovah said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to meet him, and said, Dost thou come peaceably? [5] And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. Hallow yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he hallowed Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. [6] And it came to pass when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed is before him. [7] But Jehovah said to Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart. [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [9] Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [10] And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, Jehovah has not chosen these. [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. [13] And Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

2 Corinthians 5:16-18 (JND) [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer. [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation:

Romans 8:28-29 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

Matthew 18:15-20 (JND) [15] But if thy brother sin against thee, go, reprove him between thee and him alone. If he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. [16] But if he do not hear [thee], take with thee one or two besides, that every matter may stand upon the word of two witnesses or of three. [17] But if he will not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if also he will not listen to the assembly, let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer. [18] Verily I say to you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on the earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on the earth shall be loosed in heaven. [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens. [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Genesis 4:2 (JND) [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman.

1 John 3:12 (JND) [12] not as Cain was of the wicked one, and slew his brother; and on account of what slew he him? because his works were wicked, and those of his brother righteous.

Amos 1:3 (JND) [3] Thus saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not revoke [my sentence], because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron.

Amos 1:9 (JND) [9] Thus saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I will not revoke its sentence; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant.

Amos 1:11 (JND) [11] Thus saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not revoke its sentence; because he pursued his brother with the sword, and cast off all pity; and his anger did tear continually, and he kept his wrath for ever.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Psalms 133:3 (JND) [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.



EXTRACT

But what is the practical consequence of all this? Why, if the glory He has is mine, and I am going on after Him, then all the world is but dross and dung in my esteem. This will be faith’s estimate of everything in the world, when Christ is filling the heart’s affections, and when the soul is pressing on after Him, in the certain hope of being for ever with Him. One moment’s real apprehension of Christ in the glory is sufficient to dim the brightness and glitter of every earthly thing; but the soul must be occupied alone with Christ for this. 

If our affections and desires are lingering on earth, or stopping short of a glorified Christ in heaven, as the one in whom our life is hid, and to whom we are presently to be conformed in glory, and that in the glory where He is, we shall find soon that earthly things are something more than dross and dung. Leave a stone on the ground for a time and you will .find that it will gradually sink into it. And our hearts, if they are not practically in heaven with Christ, will soon become attached to earthly things. 

There is a constant tendency in earthly things to press down the affections. Duties are more apt to lead away the soul from God than open sin. Many a Christian has been ensnared by duties, whose heart would have shrunk from open sin. But we have only one duty in all the varying circumstances of life—to serve Christ. And we should remember that if things on earth are dark and the heart is tested in journeying through the world, all on the side of God is bright. “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection” (Hebrews 6: 1). 

J. N. Darby (Collected Writings Vol. 28, p.65) 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 6:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God,
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