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WHAT IS HEAVENLY

C. F. Dadd 

Mark 16: 19; Acts 10: 9–16; Revelation 21: 10 

It strikes me as being very interesting that our brother has been labouring to get us to come into the enjoyment of the inheritance; it is the enjoyment of what is heavenly, and as we speak of these things I think the Spirit of God would impress us with the glory of what has come within our range. As we speak about what is heavenly in the purpose of God it may be that to some of the younger brethren this may sound very mysterious, but it really is not. Our brother referred first to coming into the house, and coming into the thoughts of God and the purposes of God for us. It is something like young people coming into their father’s house. If you are of school age you do not live at school, or if you go to business you do not live in business, but what you find is that when you return from school or return from business, you come into your father’s house, and there are wonderful things to be enjoyed there. Outside it is cold, it is a place where Christ has been rejected, but you come into the home and you find the warmth of affection, ample food to meet your need, every comfort, and our heavenly Father wants us to come into the enjoyment of all that our heavenly portion would make available to us. It is a marvellous thing to consider, and it is something that God intends even the youngest to have some impression about. 

So we were reminded in the second reading of the spies who went to spy out the land, and reference was made to those that have gone before us. In the room where I was sitting just now there are five pictures on the wall—Mr. Darby, Mr. Raven, Mr. Stoney, Mr. Coates and Mr. Taylor—five men who have spied out the land for us. Our brother referred to Mr. Taylor’s ministry; in the English we have a hundred volumes to go through, and in those volumes you will find that Mr. Taylor had been into the land and brings us back a beautiful report. You will find that all these men have already been there and they have brought back the grapes and the pomegranates. Have you ever looked at the inside of a pomegranate? The fruit is compact together and you get an idea as to how the saints, and how Jerusalem as a city, are compact together; that is the pomegranate. Also the grapes are there; we are all to have part in that locally, and you find that the wine is for the joy of the heart of God and men; that is the product of the grape. You might think it is very difficult for young people to give God something that will be pleasurable to His own heart, but it really is not. You can bring a small offering to God; like a pigeon. You may say it is not very large but you will find it will give pleasure to the heart of God. A young brother can stand up in the morning meeting and he can say five words with the understanding, and God will find pleasure in what he brings. 

Well, this section that I read first speaks about the Lord saying certain things to His own and then being taken up into heaven, and I just want to say a word about what goes up to heaven. Christ has gone up into heaven. Now one of the things you will find in Mr. Taylor’s ministry is that Christ as Man is there. It means that there is a real Man in heaven today. Your link with heaven is the Spirit of God, and it is a marvellous thing that Mark tells us this, that He “was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God” (Mark 16: 19). Mark was a young man, so he intends even the youngest of us to understand; he was not only a young man, he was a recovered man, and all of us here today are recovered men, and women and children, and divine Persons are labouring to give us a living link with Christ where He is. We see Christ going back into heaven and sitting at the right hand of God. Christ has already accomplished everything for God and man. He has been into death, He lay three days and three nights in the heart of the earth; He came out of death victoriously, and moved here amongst His own, and went to the right hand of God. 

I believe, beloved, this victorious position of Christ, having gone back, having accomplished everything for God, is something that the Lord intends that we should understand and appropriate. You might say, What does appropriate mean? It means that it is something you take in, that you understand, and to enable us to do this God has given us the gift of the Spirit. 

Our brother in prayer before we left home this morning referred to the fact that we have a living link with Christ where He is by the Spirit of God. Therefore I would like to challenge all of our hearts—there are many young here today—as to whether the Spirit is our link with an ascended Christ. Have you received the Spirit of God? In Christianity certain things are absolutely vital. Here we are in this room today; we are on the earth; Christ is in glory. He is in heaven; that is what it says, He “was taken up into heaven”. Heaven is where Christ is, and if we are to have a link with Him there you must have the Spirit of God. Therefore I ask every one here, especially the young, be very, very much concerned about the gift of the Spirit of God. Have you been to the Father, and asked Him for the gift of the Spirit? 

In Ephesus there were twelve men, and when Paul came he said to them, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?” (Acts 19: 2), and they said they did not even know that the Spirit had come; they should have known because they had the baptism of John, and John spoke about the Spirit of God. However, the fact is that they said they did not even know that the Spirit had come. This is not uncommon in Christendom, and, as forming part of that, we want to be concerned that we receive the gift of the Spirit of God, because you will not have a living link with Christ where He is in heaven unless you have the blessed Spirit. Paul speaks about God’s “unspeakable free gift” (see 2 Corinthians 9: 15), and the Spirit of God is what Paul is referring to; the Spirit has been given to us as a gift. Christ has been given for us, but God’s unspeakable free gift is the Spirit of God, the greatest gift that you or I could ever receive because He is a divine Person. 

I now want to refer to Acts 10. When Christ came into manhood at Bethlehem the whole of heaven, the whole of the interest of heaven, was focused on that manger. It was not focused on Jerusalem. It was focused on Christ, He who came down, and now in our own time, Christ having gone back to heaven, Peter gets this vision about the sheet let down from heaven; get that now— down from heaven. This was the opening up to Peter of the truth that the Gentiles would come in; it was going to embrace persons like you and me. Gentiles would have part in a glorious realm of things which is all opened up in Paul’s ministry. But what I want to draw your attention to is that the sheet comes down from heaven, and where Luke records it, where we read, he says, “bound by the four corners and let down to the earth”. I would just like to direct your attention to the fact that it was bound by the four corners. Our brother has been emphasizing today that we have been introduced to, and brought into, a system of things which is unshakeable, which cannot be changed, where the gates of hades cannot prevail. This thought is found in this expression “bound by the four corners”. It has been suggested that the four corners as bound relate to the power and the strength of the whole system that God is introducing. Therefore we want to get in our souls the fact that this line of things which is of God can never be overthrown. It is wonderful to be related to something where victory is absolutely assured. 

Young persons know what it is to want to be on the victorious side, and to be on the Lord’s side is to be on the winning side. Some of us were looking at 1 Corinthians 15 this week, and there you will find at the end of that chapter the One who has the absolute victory over death. 

“Where, O death, is thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15: 55). The power of resurrection seen in Christ has for ever broken the power of death. The full enjoyment of this awaits our glorified bodies, but these are some of the thoughts that are being introduced by divine love as this sheet is let down out of heaven. So the assembly is of heavenly origin and heavenly destiny. What you and I have been called into is not related to the earth. We have to fill out our testimony here in righteousness; the Lord Himself did that; He is the Leader and Completer of faith, but He has marked out the path that we are to tread. 

So He stooped into manhood, filled out His testimony, and went back to God. In John’s gospel it says that He came out from God and was going to God. 

In Revelation 21 we have a touch of what will happen in the coming day. There are certain things going on in your soul and in mine which relate to what God is doing in the way of formation, the work of God going on. The ministry over this weekend is in view of formation in our souls. If we are to enjoy things it means that we have to have the work of God proceeding in us, and all that is going on in your soul and mine, in the secret side at the present time, God is going to bring out in display in a coming day. It is a marvellous thing to think about. Coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, will be the assembly, of which you and I form part, that which is of heavenly origin. What is that glory? It is all that has come out in Christ; all that has been established in the Spirit of God; all the way from Pentecost through, not one iota will be lost, it will all come out in display at that time. When this happens the nations will still be here, but God will show what He can do and what He has been bringing about in this dispensation to the wondering eyes of the universe. You and I will have part in that. Do you not think it is worth going in for? 

So let us see to it that we are not held by the things of the world. I would appeal to all of us, especially our younger brethren, not to be earthly-minded. Maybe you are not worldly, maybe you do not have a lot to do with worldly things, and that is good. We are in the world where Christ has been rejected and crucified, and that has not changed, but there is a danger of being earthly-minded. You can get tied up in your studies, whether you go to advanced studies or whatever it is; you can be tied up in your business, or tied up in your profession, whatever it might be, and you will find that instead of being heavenly-minded you will be earthly-minded. Really it does not count in the end, it does not mean anything, because the only thing that is going through in you or me is the work of God, how Christ has been formed in us; everything else is going to go. So therefore let us put priorities where they belong; let us go in for the order of things that relates to heaven. We used to have an old brother locally who spoke about Mr. Stoney as wanting to push the brethren into heaven. What a fine service that was! As you read his ministry you find that that is true. He went through much in the way of conflict, but his ministry is full of the idea of getting the saints into heaven. So the time of our reward will come. Colossians was referred to today, and you will find there that for the time being our life is hid with the Christ in God. 

So let us be prepared to be hidden, and relate ourselves to a world of things which can never be touched by the enemy. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Gothenburg, Sweden
2 August 1985 

 


Scripture references

Mark 16:19 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God.

Acts 10:9-16 (JND) [9] And on the morrow, as these were journeying and drawing near to the city, Peter went up on the house to pray, about the sixth hour. [10] And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him: [11] and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, [bound] by [the] four corners [and] let down to the earth; [12] in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the fowls of the heaven. [13] And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. [14] And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean. [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common. [16] And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into heaven.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Mark 16:19 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God.

Acts 19:2 (JND) [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come].

2 Corinthians 9:15 (JND) [15] Thanks [be] to God for his unspeakable free gift.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …



NAPHTALI

J. Cumming

Isaiah 9: 1, 2, 6, 7; Genesis 49: 21; Deuteronomy 33: 23; 1 Chronicles 12: 34, 38–40 

It will be obvious, beloved brethren, from what I have read that I am going to say a word or two about the features brought out in Naphtali. I have read first of all from Isaiah 9. What comes to light there are persons who prove typically what the Lord Jesus can be to them, sitting in the shadow. It says, “They that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death” had seen a great light. We look round the room here and take account of the fact that there are persons who have come to know Christ. Despite all the darkness and all that afflicts this scene at this present moment—and it has been unchanged throughout the generations—there is something which has been effectively wrought in our hearts through the appreciation of Jesus. That is a wonderful thing in itself and that is what these persons had come into the gain of. One of His names is “Wonderful”. Dear young brother and sister, let us at this time have some apprehension, some realization in our affections, as to Jesus, that He is wonderful, the One who supersedes everyone, the One who is to have the first place in all things. We were reminded in Colossians as we began our time together, and I would like to come back to that, “that he might have the first place in all things”, Colossians 1: 18. 

It tells us here that there is going to be no end to His kingdom. He is the One who has taken up everything for God, and everything has been handed over to Him, the One that we have been singing about—‘that Man so blest’ (Hymn 348). Oh, what a Man Jesus is! He has carried through everything for God. Let us be more affected by these things, beloved brethren!—“… the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29), and then John saw Jesus as He walked and he said, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 36. Let us have some distinctive view of Jesus. You know, the world will do anything to bring things down to a common platform, to negate everything, as far as men can, of the appreciation of Jesus in His distinctiveness. That is where the opposition comes in every time. If Jesus had just conformed to the way things were in Israel when He was there in Palestine, then that would have been all right for them. But Jesus was distinctive. He was from heaven and the outlook that He would give us in our heart is heavenly. That is why, beloved young brothers and sisters, the testimony involves for every one of us a line of suffering; but what a matter it is to have the light shining in our heart and an appreciation of the One who has come in. As it says here, “the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations”—the way of reproach, the way that is despised in the outlook of all that is so cultured and educated in this world. Jesus is outside that, yet there is blessing available there. 

Now that being so, I want to speak of these features that come in in Naphtali. I think it becomes a more attractive matter when we see the compensation that comes in to persons’ lives because they are prepared to take the place that Jesus has delineated—the One who has gone through and suffered, the One into whose hand everything has now been committed by God, the One who will come into public display and the One who only has the right to rule. 

What a matter that will be, beloved brethren! Think of this very scene with all the darkness in it, it will get a thousand years of benign rule such as it has never had, and men will come into something that they never knew before—and it will be the answer publicly to the fact that Jesus suffered and died. 

I want to turn now to Genesis 49. I am just applying these scriptures to show the kind of products which are secured as a result of Jesus coming near to men in their circumstances of sorrow and reproach, such as we know ourselves, and how they came into the saving knowledge of what He could be to them. We see how it affects their lives, and demonstrates how this one gets a name like Naphtali. It tells us in Genesis 30: 8 that it means ‘My wrestling’. Rachel was going through deep keenness of feeling at that time. She says, “Give me children, or else I die”, Genesis 30: 1. Do you remember, beloved brother and sister, when our brother Mr. Richmond gave us an address here in this city on “Give me children, or else I die”? You think of the years that have passed since then. Has his prayer, has his desire, has his ministry, fallen? The suffering side of the testimony is known by him and his son in a way that we know very little about. 

Dear young brother and sister, does it affect you? I am sure it does. I take encouragement that there has been an answer to prayer, an answer to that ministry, in this very city. We get young men standing up on their feet on Monday night and they pray—pray for our beloved brethren out there in South Africa; so in a way there are children who have come up that way; they have come to appreciate something of what is working out in the testimony sufferingly, and they have a part in that. I think there is an answer to what our brother ministered. Oh, let us see to it increasingly and more sympathetically that this feature is in display with us. 

So Naphtali is the product of suffering, ‘My wrestling’, she says—“Wrestling’s of God”. You might say, ‘Well, it was not a very normal thing for her to do what she did’. That is one side of it. She had the objective before her and, like many more, discipline comes into her life as a result of the way that she took; but God turns it to good account and there is a son born and she names him Naphtali. And here is Jacob, the father, at the end of his days, and in Genesis 49 he speaks of Naphtali. He was born number six in the family, according to Genesis 30, but he is mentioned tenth in the list here. I think that is just a product of what Naphtali would really represent. He is not assertive of what might be due to him. I think he is a product of the line of ministry that John the Baptist commenced and set on as God helped him. The axe is laid at the root of the tree—it cuts across any big idea of ourselves and any attachment of importance to ourselves. So Naphtali is prepared to accept, you might say, what his father says about him, even in the tenth position. But what does he say? Just a couple of lines. 

Others of the family have very much said about them, but what Jacob does say shows the substantiality of the features that you and I should have, beloved brethren—“Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words”. 

I would say this; in our locality where many of us have been brought up, and we get to know the brethren, that was always the impression I had of the brothers who were recently taken from us—“A hind let loose”; there was always a readiness with them to take their part in what was proceeding, especially in the meeting for ministry, and they gave goodly words. We want to have a proper valuation of one another. Now they have been taken from us, and the point is this, dear young brethren—take your part in the testimony in the city here, and in the area. It is needful that in every place there is this readiness to be energetic in the things of the Lord. Now that energy would not be in anything that might attach to us personally in the way of ability or anything like that. It would be in the Spirit. 

But if it is so, then there is that poured out—“He giveth goodly words”. O, beloved brethren, have we not much in the way of goodly words to speak about? This passage speaks, in its fulness, of Christ out of death in resurrection, “a hind let loose”. Who is going to hold Him? It is the energy of that Man, “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father” (Romans 6: 4)—the energy that is there personally in Him, “a hind let loose”. O, beloved brethren, when you think of it, the Person we are speaking about could never be held by death; He has come out of it as having accomplished everything for God and is raised and ascended and glorified. From that position the gospel goes out, “goodly words”—the Spirit here consequent on Christ being glorified. So the goodly words proceed in the testimony in the power of the Spirit. The gospel goes out in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. 

We would keep in mind what I was saying, that Naphtali has this commended about him, “Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words”. You do your part, beloved brother, in encouraging the brethren with goodly words about Christ, goodly words about the assembly, and that will be for profit. Sisters, how much you can take up in this relation. Be prepared to commit yourself to it so that there is an atmosphere where everything is of Christ. 

Turning to Deuteronomy 33, we have the end of the wilderness journey. Moses is speaking, and Naphtali has made a little progress. Instead of being tenth in the line he is now eleventh. Oh, are you prepared for that? We might say, ‘Surely we shall get some promotion’. Well, Naphtali has, but on the downward line. That is what helps us. The world is built up on ambition. Some of the young people are taking up jobs now, and in a certain way it is all so new and promising. But you keep control of yourself and the Lord will help you in your circumstances. There are some we knew in this city, and education and ambition and material things like that ran away with them. You keep control and the Lord will help you. “Naphtali, satisfied with favour”—Oh, I think that is a very testing matter, but Moses has taken account of it as it had been seen in Naphtali. Let us see to it that there is something like that in us. It would be a Philippian touch. Paul says there that he knew what it was to be satisfied. He knew the favour of God and knew what it was just to go on quietly. You may say, ‘Well, if my circumstances were more congenial …’ The circumstances for Paul were very, very oppressive. But he was marked by the feature of contentment. 

Now, “full of the blessing of Jehovah, Possess thou the west and the south”. I think that is always very, very needful for us, and it makes all the difference when a brother comes in and in the part that he takes. It gives you the impression, ‘Well, at least he is enjoying what he is talking about’. What a treat it is to hear a brother preaching and to realize that he is really in the good of what he is saying. I do not think we will be effective in the testimony unless it is so. You see, we can get our words all right and we can get everything lined up, but unless the Spirit comes in, unless the Spirit is operating in that person, then it will only be words. If it is the Spirit coming out in a man, then there is power in it and it has its own conviction. Oh, let us see to it that we not only talk about the inheritance, not only have it in our minds and think about what it is going to be to enjoy it in a coming day, but are actually in the gain of things now. You may say, ‘What, with just a few brethren?’ Yes, just a few—nonetheless the reality is there in the Spirit and there are no bounds to that, beloved brethren. So let us see to it that we convey something of it. 

Now I want to come over to 1 Chronicles 12. This is a scripture that we can use to support a three-day meeting and it helps us on that line, so all the neighbouring localities here would be encouraged as to three-day meetings. But in this chapter, which is a chapter where typically Christ’s glory becomes pre-eminent, where Christ becomes “everything, and in all” (Colossians 3: 11), you have this commendation as to those who came from Naphtali to make David king—“a thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear”. It is an interesting matter that these captains should be brought in here, “a thousand captains”. There are very much larger numbers of others in the chapter, but that is not the point. There are a thousand captains and with them thirty-seven thousand. 

I think this brings to our notice, beloved brethren, a need for the brethren being with things as leadership is manifested. You have the principle of leadership, captains, but you have a stated number with them. Oh, we want to be in that, you know, to realize that what proceeds in the assembly is not democracy; it is the authority of what the kingdom would represent. That always has to be adhered to, but it is in no way detached from the body of the saints. These thousand men who were distinguished as being leaders, captains, were with those thirty-seven thousand. I think that is a needful thing in our localities. We do not aspire to a one-man show. 

Oh, we want to get past that kind of thing, to realize that the unity of things amongst us calls for the Spirit’s operations in those who have something and are prepared to take on responsibility, and then there are those who have the feeling, ‘That is the lead that I want to follow’. Let us be in that. 

They are armed with shield and spear. Now, I am borrowing from Ephesians when I link these two things together. If ever there was a day, beloved brethren, when we need the shield of faith it is today. Materialism and self-assertiveness are marking the world, rank unbelief, you might say, and atheism. We have got to hold on to the shield of faith. It tells us in that chapter, “with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one”, Ephesians 6: 16. So when these suggestions come along, and these questions are propagated by persons, or it may be in things you read, the shield of faith is necessary, and its protection is proved. It is quite an interesting word—“the inflamed darts of the wicked one”. The note says, ‘darts with burning stuff at the end were in use’. These must have been quite destructive. May I bring it a little closer home, beloved brethren? One thing I think we have to watch—and I am not saying they are of this nature—but we want to be very careful as to the number of letters that are circulated. I think there is a need for us to develop direct links with one another, and if I do not understand what a brother has said, or do not follow what is done, then surely it is on me to speak to that brother personally. You say, ‘Well, it might involve distance’. That may be so, but there has been a lot of damage done through letters being sent and then copied and circulated. 

I am only applying this scripture. We want to watch that; the enemy can use these things to our detriment. Beloved brethren, there would be less trouble if brothers would speak directly to one another. I remember it being said in a reading here, and it always stuck to me, ‘internationally as long as the nations keep talking to one another then it is safe; refusal to speak can be dangerous’. I think that is just the idea I want to leave. Keep speaking about things, keep exercised about things prayerfully and responsibly. The difficulty always is when you come to an impasse; then you do not talk to one another; then what happens? 

Usually an issue that is regrettable. Oh, let us see to it that our links together are bright and that there is none of this, you might say, insidious working that the enemy can use to the detriment of the testimony. These men all had a shield and spear. It tells us also in Ephesians about “the sword of the Spirit which is God’s word”, Ephesians 6: 17. Oh, beloved young brethren, that is the effectiveness which deals with anything that is anti-God, anything that is against Christ, anything that is against the truth of the assembly—the word of God. Let us be steeped in that. Maybe most of us would say we should read the Scriptures more. We were reminded in the reading about the Spirit of truth, and He abides in us. That would exercise us as to what is inward and how that is sustained. As we rely on the Spirit of truth He will help us in regard to every issue and every difficulty, and positively into the way of growth and results for God. 

In the last few verses, beloved brethren, all this comes together. Naphtali included, and there is the pre-eminence of David. That is what we want to come to and may it be more and more so in our gatherings together that He “is everything, and in all”, Colossians 3: 11. May we be encouraged in this, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Edinburgh
14 January 1984




Scripture references

Isaiah 9:1-7 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. [4] For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. [5] For every boot of him that is shod for the tumult, and the garment rolled in blood, shall be for burning, fuel for fire. [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Genesis 49:21 (JND) [21] Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words.

Deuteronomy 33:23 (JND) [23] And of Naphtali he said, Naphtali, satisfied with favour, And full of the blessing of Jehovah, Possess thou the west and the south.

1 Chronicles 12:34-40 (JND) [34] And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear. [35] And of the Danites armed for war twenty-eight thousand six hundred. [36] And of Asher such as went forth in the host, to set themselves in battle array, forty thousand. [37] And from the other side of the Jordan, of the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Manasseh, with all manner of weapons of war for battle, a hundred and twenty thousand. [38] All of them men of war, keeping rank in battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king. [39] And there they were with David three days, eating and drinking; for their brethren had prepared for them; [40] and those too that were near them, as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought food on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen; provisions of meal, fig-cakes and raisin-cakes, and wine and oil, and oxen and sheep, abundantly; for there was joy in Israel.

Isaiah 9 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. …

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Genesis 49 (JND) [1] And Jacob called his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, and I will tell you what will befall you at the end of days. [2] Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel your father. [3] Reuben, thou art my firstborn, My might, and the firstfruits of my vigour: Excellency of dignity, and excellency of strength. …

Genesis 30:8 (JND) [8] And Rachel said, Wrestlings of God have I wrestled with my sister, and have prevailed; and she called his name Naphtali.

Genesis 30:1 (JND) [1] And when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.

Genesis 49 (JND) [1] And Jacob called his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, and I will tell you what will befall you at the end of days. [2] Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel your father. [3] Reuben, thou art my firstborn, My might, and the firstfruits of my vigour: Excellency of dignity, and excellency of strength. …

Genesis 30 (JND) [1] And when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. [2] And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, Am I in God's stead, who has withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? [3] And she said, Behold, there is my maid, Bilhah: go in to her, in order that she may bear on my knees, and I may also be built up by her. …

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

1 Chronicles 12 (JND) [1] Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he kept still close because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men who helped him in the conflict; [2] armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left with stones and with arrows on the bow; [they were] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin: [3] the chief Ahiezer, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite, …

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.

Ephesians 6:16 (JND) [16] besides all [these], having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one.

Ephesians 6:17 (JND) [17] Have also the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word;

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.



THE GLAD TIDINGS AND THE LORD’S SUPPER






V. E. Wraighte 

Matthew 26: 1–13, 26–30 

We referred, dear brethren, in the reading to the last days. John in writing his epistle says, “little children, it is the last hour”. It is. Not that it is coming or it will be, but it is. Someone here may say, ‘Oh, but it has been going on for centuries’. But the Spirit’s mind, beloved brethren, is that it is the last hour. And the evidence of it is that the antichrist is coming, and when John wrote there were many then. I am feeling that the time is short. Any minute the Spirit’s work will be complete. It will be as complete as the work of Christ. But what about you and me? I would love that it should be said of me, and of everyone here today, what the Lord says of this woman, that “she has wrought a good work toward me”. It is in a public setting, it is in a scene of hostility, but what was said of that woman, I would love to be said of everyone here today. It raises the question with us as to whether we really are set for it, and it involves for every one of us committal, full committal to the Person. 

In these closing chapters of Matthew we have the last hours of Jesus, and I believe that there is a correspondence between the last hours of the Lord and the church’s history in this last period. What a day it is that we are in! We are not in the pristine beauty of the church, as it was at Pentecost; we are in a broken day. Decline and departure publicly causes us, does it not, continually to be humble about it, to bow our heads with regard to the public breakdown and shame? Yet faith would lay hold of the fact that there is no breakdown with the Lord Jesus, none whatever, no breakdown with the Holy Spirit, no breakdown with the truth. Faith would lay hold of the fact that the Lord will complete the dispensation just as He would have it. But the question is raised as to where you and I stand in relation to it. 

Now in reading this scripture I had in mind these two important features that are here, that is, the glad tidings and the Lord’s supper—two features that have been constantly attacked by the enemy. But the Lord has preserved them, and He will preserve them to the end. But the question is as to where we each one stand in relation to it. Are we committed? So publicly the position is that persons “took counsel together in order that they might … kill him”. That was the world then. 

That is the world today. We need to face it. As we were saying, there may be, and there is, a veneer that may make it look like the garden of God. Lot thought it was. He dwelt near Sodom. Where is your dwelling? Where is your outlook? It is the world, dear brethren, that crucified our Lord. Spiritually, it is Sodom and Egypt (Revelation 11: 8). They “took counsel together in order that they might seize Jesus by subtlety and kill him” (Matthew 26: 4). It needs to be laid hold of in our souls with deep feeling how they treated our Saviour. That is what the world thought of Jesus, and that is what the world thinks of Him today. We get the outward trappings of Christianity, that veneer that we spoke of that looks so nice, and yet they do not want Him. They will have all that makes much of the first order of man, but when it comes to Jesus they do not want Him. 

They will not have Him, but I have read of a woman who wanted Him. In the face of hostility, in the face of murder, for that is what it was, she says, ‘I am going to be associated with, and I am going to make much of, that Man whom the world will not have’. We are not even told that she was invited into the house of Simon the leper, but she found a way in. Love will do it. You might say, ‘How do you know?’—Because I have seen it working. Even in the face of indignation from the disciples who you might have thought should have known better, she was not deterred. She has one object in mind, and that is how to make much of Jesus. Is that your outlook? Is that your desire?—just one object in mind—to make much of Jesus. He is to be everything and in all. It does not matter what the world will do or will say. She breaks through those barriers. It must have cost her much. She came with substance, and she was going to put it all, expend it all, upon one Person. It would seem that her whole desire, everything, was bound up with that one glorious Person, Jesus. Now that becomes a challenge to us. Is that so with me at the present moment, that there is one blessed Man before my soul, the One who has done everything for me? So it says that she anointed His head. It is really the King, I suppose. According to Matthew, it is the King in His beauty. She says, in effect, ‘I am going to be controlled and governed here by one Man’. 

Now that becomes a test, does it not? Is that so with you? It is a challenge to me as I speak. 

Am I going to be controlled by one blessed, glorious Person, Jesus? In every detail of her life this woman acknowledged, I believe, that that one Man was going to control her. So the Lord Jesus said, “In pouring out this ointment on my body, she has done it for my burying” (Matthew 26: 12). That was the way He was going. He went into death for you; He went into death for me. I get the impression that there were no reserves with this woman. There are often many reserves, are there not, with us? but there were no reserves with this woman. But more than that, there were no reserves with Jesus. No reserves! It cost Him His all. Does it always remain with us, the cost that it was to Jesus to save you, to save me? Everyone here, I judge, knows what it is to have received the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

But not only was the gift of the Spirit the result of Jesus’ ascending into heaven, but the Old Testament tells us the rock was smitten that the water might flow. Oh, think of the sufferings of our Saviour, and the way that He went, that such as you and I might not only receive the forgiveness of sins, but might have the gift of the Holy Spirit. What wonderful blessings! 

This woman had no reserves. Let there be no reserves with us, dear brethren; let there be no reserves. The Lord Jesus says, “wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, that also which this woman has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her”. It becomes a test, does it not? Delightful to heaven, I believe, this was. Some can preach, some of us can speak a word, but I believe that the life of this woman was a testimony, a testimony to the fact that she loved Jesus. She was an exemplification of the glad tidings. In our local reading we saw that Samuel was not only given a word to take, with authority in the word, but he was also to take an heifer (see 1 Samuel 16: 2), the suggestion being that he was to be an exemplification of what his ministry was. Now what about it, dear brethren? Is it so with us? I challenge my own soul as I speak to my brethren. Is my testimony such that it is a known fact that I love Jesus, that that Man means everything to me, that He means more than anything else? Think of the value of the testimony of this woman in the sight of heaven. So the Lord Jesus says, “That also which this woman has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her”. 

Now there is not only the testimony, but there is also the Lord’s supper. It is not what we provide. The Lord Jesus provides the Supper. It is His Supper. I think that in effect what the Lord Jesus is saying here is, ‘This woman, and the testimony, need sustaining till I come’. He sees the need in this world that is against every lover of Jesus. It is against them because it is against Him. He provides for the sustenance of such as this woman, and for the continuance of the testimony. So as we know, and as we have been taught, Matthew presents the Supper as involving eating. It is not Luke’s presentation of the Supper as a memorial, so it involves eating and drinking. The Lord Jesus, it says, “having taken the bread and blessed, broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat—this is my body”. 

What are your thoughts when you take the loaf on Lord’s day morning? I do not know if everyone here does. It raises a challenge if you do not, but I take it you do, for the moment. 

What are your thoughts? This blessed Person Jesus was here, perfectly and absolutely for the will of God. We were reminded of it this morning in the reading in the home. We read later in this chapter, where the Lord Jesus says, “not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matthew 26: 39). Are your thoughts such, as you lay hold of that loaf and you eat, that you desire to do the will of God? Oh, that it may be so! that the Spirit of God may engender in our souls and in our affections that we will be such, here to do the will of God. Not just an ordinary occasion is the Supper, not just an occasion that comes round week by week, oh no! It does do so, but far more than that enters into it. The Lord Jesus has in mind that such persons should be sustained until He comes. 

And then Jesus takes the cup, “He gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it”. It is the way that we are to be sustained, strengthened and stimulated, dear brethren, as we think of the giving of God in regard to Christ. But then, too, His own giving, in the shedding of His precious blood. It is to strengthen us, to stimulate us, in regard to these things, that there might be full committal, that there might be devotion and attachment with us to the Person, and to the glad tidings, and to the Lord’s supper. We may be few, and we are in the main as we gather together each Lord’s day, and yet the Lord Jesus says here, “many”. How many we do not know, we are not told, and yet our thoughts, as akin to divine thoughts, would expand as we think of the many. Think of the cost on the one hand that it was to our Saviour, to our Lord, and then, whilst having our feet kept in the narrow way, our hearts expand themselves, they are strengthened by the provision that has been made available to us, until He comes. 

Well, dear brethren, that is all I had, but may we know what it is to be committed. A sense as we are together of the covenant love of God, the way that He Himself is so committed, would, I believe, stir our hearts, that we might know what it is, like this woman, to have no reserves, and to be committed, devoted, to our Lord Jesus, and to His interests here until He come. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Newport. Mon.
28 September 1985 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 26:1-30 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, [2] Ye know that after two days the passover takes place, and the Son of man is delivered up to be crucified. [3] Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together to the palace of the high priest who was called Caiaphas, [4] and took counsel together in order that they might seize Jesus by subtlety and kill him; [5] but they said, Not in the feast, that there be not a tumult among the people. [6] But Jesus being in Bethany, in Simon the leper's house, [7] a woman, having an alabaster flask of very precious ointment, came to him and poured it out upon his head as he lay at table. [8] But the disciples seeing it became indignant, saying, To what end [was] this waste? [9] for this might have been sold for much and been given to the poor. [10] But Jesus knowing [it] said to them, Why do ye trouble the woman? for she has wrought a good work toward me. [11] For ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always. [12] For in pouring out this ointment on my body, she has done it for my burying. …

Revelation 11:8 (JND) [8] and their body [shall be] on the street of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.

Matthew 26:4 (JND) [4] and took counsel together in order that they might seize Jesus by subtlety and kill him;

Matthew 26:12 (JND) [12] For in pouring out this ointment on my body, she has done it for my burying.

1 Samuel 16:2 (JND) [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].



“WHERE THE GOLD IS” (Genesis 2: 11)

C. J. Stewart 

From scattered saints in testing isolation 

A prayer ascends in restful supplication— 

—The gold is there! 

From every house in holy separation 

Doth prayer ascend ‘midst many a troubled nation— 

—The gold is there! 

 

Assembly prayer, in joy or tribulation, 

In Spirit yields in holy culmination— 

—Much gold is there! 

And thus from golden bowls 

With fragrant incense filled 

Ascend for God’s delight 

Odours ne’er to be stilled. 

Spaldwick 

 


EXTRACTS

How important, dear brethren, to go to the care meeting, as we call it, charged in one’s mind with the good things described here! (Philippians 4: 8, 9). We shall need the balance they afford, the steadiness that they give. Although we may be dealing with bad things, there are good things; and there are more good things among the brethren than bad things; the bad things are deplorable, but it is in the possession and power of the good that we can meet them. Hence the importance of making the most of the good; that is what helps most; that is our ammunition, as it is said, “Overcome evil with good” (Romans 12: 21); not by argument and controversy, although spiritual reasoning may be necessary at times; but the thing here is the possession of good; all that comes of love is good; and the apostle is pleased by the Spirit to name these good things for us. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 46, p.389) 

There is a difference between being crucified with Christ and being circumcised in Him. Being crucified with Him refers to the place which we take up in the world—a place of reproach and contempt. But circumcision is what the world cannot take account of at all; it is the death of Christ as known in the heart and spirit of the believer, and taken account of by God. The believer who has come to it has no confidence in the flesh; he is morally clear of it in his spirit with God. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Leviticus’, p.136) 
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Scripture references

Philippians 4:8-9 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things. [9] What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you.

Romans 12:21 (JND) [21] Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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