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COMMITTALS

D. J. Hutson 

Genesis 22: 1–3; 6–8; 2 Kings 2: 1, 2, 4, 6–15; 

Ruth 1: 11–19 (to “Bethlehem”—1st ref); 2: 1 

Each of these scriptures refers to two persons going on together, and I wanted to speak of them to encourage us as to our committals to the testimony at the present time. We have been speaking of it in the reading and I thought these scriptures might stimulate us as to our committals to the testimony of our Lord. 

First of all, we have here in type in Genesis 22 the Father and the Son. Many times we have referred to it. How beautiful was the way in which the Lord Jesus was here Himself as committed to the will of God, to the will of His Father. As coming into the world He said, 

“Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. Reference was made in the reading to that supreme test, when the enemy brought all he could to bear upon Him, if it were possible to turn Him aside from the pathway of the will of God, and He could say, “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. In John’s gospel He could speak of the way that He would be left alone, but says, “yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me”, John 16: 32. Wonderful, beautiful communion, unbroken until that time when He took upon Himself that which alone should be for our salvation, to bear our sins in His body on the tree, and be made sin for us. 

But until that time what communion was there. How He could say to His Father, “I knew that thou always hearest me”, John 11: 42. How beautiful, always together! It says here, “they went both of them together”. Jesus knew fully what was involved, but the type falls short; Isaac did not know, he had to ask, but the Lord Jesus knew from the outset what that pathway would involve for Him. You might say that the fire and the knife were there all along the way. He could speak too of what He would suffer at the hands of men, and of the way in which He would be delivered up. Think of what it meant for Him as to the course that He was on and the way it would eventuate in such sufferings unfathomable at the cross when He Himself would be the offering for sin. 

In John’s gospel, where we have so distinctly the Father and the Son going on together, we have the antitype of the burnt-offering. So I suppose it is significant that it is the burnt-offering that is here in this typical reference to the Father and the Son, we get such beautiful hints of the communion that was there—“My father! ... Here am I, my son”. Think of the beautiful communion that was there, but in the pathway of Jesus there was the most perfect communion that has ever been known on the earth between a man and God. That Man being who He is as to His Person, yet He was here in the reality of manhood according to God in perfect and absolute communion. So that He could say, I know that Thou hearest Me always. 

That beautiful chapter, John 17, gives us an insight into what passed between Them, what the objectives were in that holy conversation, and to think that in it you and I were involved, as He could say, “I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word” (John 17: 20). How wonderful it is that they were thinking of many more, thinking of the millions of the redeemed, but thinking of us, in that holy conversation, that holy communion which passed between the Father and the Son. Never could there be a greater committal to the will of God, and for Him in the full knowledge of what that will would involve, than the committal of the Lord Jesus to the pathway of the will of His God and Father. 

At the age of twelve, as we have it, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. Then when He was beginning to be about thirty years of age, heaven’s delight was expressed in what it had found in Him, “in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3: 22. Surely in those thirty 

years, unknown to us, but treasured up in heaven, there was perfect and absolute communion. 

On the holy mount, He received of the Father honour and glory, such a voice, the Father’s voice expressing delight in what He had found in Jesus. Think of those words, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight—hear him”, Matthew 17: 5. The Father had heard Him, so that Jesus could say, “I knew that thou always hearest me”, John 11: 42. What His speaking meant to the Father in that holy communion! And the Father Himself, having found such infinite delight in the communion which He had with Jesus, would commend what He said to us, “hear him”. How wonderful these things are! One feels how little one can say, how little one appreciates this holy intimacy which existed between the Father and the Son, as They went both of them together. What a standard of committal! 

We were speaking of it as to ourselves, presenting our bodies a living sacrifice. That is what it was in the case of Jesus. We have the apostle’s reference to, “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus” (2 Corinthians 4: 10); not only the death of Jesus, but the dying of Jesus. As soon as He entered upon that pathway it was in that sense the dying of Jesus, it was a pathway which led only to death. He went into death “that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage”, Hebrews 2: 14, 15. He speaks not only of Himself being raised again, but He said He would rise again. He rose again the Victor, out of death triumphant, and then was glorified by the Father. How glorious He is, the One who has gone through for us, so that there is a place there for us now, a place there in Him. 

I read as to Elisha and Elijah. It is interesting that it does not say they went to Gilgal nor does it say Elisha went with Elijah, but it says Elijah went with Elisha from 

Gilgal. It seems almost that Elisha was habitually there at Gilgal. You know what Gilgal means, the cutting off of the flesh, the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt. Elisha was clearly, you might say, typically in the gain of it, and Elijah goes with him. That is, that such an one is one to whom the testimony can be committed. Again, if I may refer to Romans 12, 

“be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12: 2). In that sense he was not conformed to this world, he habituated himself to live at Gilgal where the reproach of Egypt was rolled away; the testimony could be committed to such an one. I believe that is suggested for us in that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 

Then what was in view at Bethel was what was seen at the very outset of Jacob’s history, the house of God. It is not simply that we should be delivered for our liberty and happiness and joy, but there is an end in view, and the house of God is before us. Paul tells us it is the 

“assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth” (1 Timothy 3: 15), and Elisha is committed to that typically. Again, let us remind ourselves that the house of God in that setting is not in ruins. There is the great house of 2 Timothy, and we have to find our way in relation to it for we cannot get out of it. There is all that has come in publicly through the intrusion of the mind of man, but the house of God is “the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth” (1 Timothy 3: 15), and is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit at the present time. We have been reminded also that the body is not broken down; “in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body”, 1 Corinthians 12: 13. We need to hold to these things. So Elijah and Elisha went down to Bethel. 

Then they go on together again to Jericho, representing the complete overthrow of the world system, which stood athwart the people of God entering into the inheritance. They went there for Elisha was to 

be in the gain of that. The whole world system has been overthrown through the great victory of our Lord Jesus, for He could say, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. He Himself could bind the strong man, and plunder his goods; the world is a system which has been overthrown by Christ. Elisha is to be in the gain of that so that he might have liberty in the house of God. 

Then there is more in view for there is the Jordan. The practical application of the Jordan in the teaching is our death with Christ. So that we might find our life livingly and vitally in the house of God, it is needful that we should know what it is to be dead with Christ, and to stand on the other side as risen with Him. In Colossians, we are not taken off the earth. The teaching in Ephesians is that we are raised up together, and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. In Colossians, it speaks of our members which are upon the earth, but to have our mind on the things that are above, not on the things on the, earth, for we are still here. So they go through and together they stand on this ground, typically on Colossian ground. But then Ephesians is in mind, for there is the Man who has gone up, gone up into heaven, indeed, having passed through all the heavens that He might fill all things; now Elisha is to have a touch of this. Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, and as Elisha sees him go up what he desires is that he should have a double portion of his spirit. In one sense it would be the full knowledge of the power of the Holy Spirit, not only the Spirit in us but the Spirit with us, a double portion. He would desire to know this, and in order to know it he must keep his eye on the man that has gone up. 

Let us keep our eyes on Jesus, let us view Him there in the glory—“we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”, Hebrews 2: 9. All power would flow from Him where He is there. I believe that is what Elisha experiences as he commits himself, for he is a committed man, he is 

committed to the vessel of the testimony. We may speak of Elijah in that way but now it is a question of the man who has gone up, and as he goes up Elisha sees this chariot of fire and horses of fire. It says, “And it came to pass as they went on, and talked, that behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire”. Much has been said of late as to the need for the maintenance of communion, and they were not just speaking but they were talking. I came across a remark of Mr Taylor’s only this past week, where he said. Do we know what it is to talk with Him? He said perhaps in a sleepless night you may just go over things with Him. Would that I knew more of it, but it has put something in me to make me feel that I would like to know more of it, just to go over things with Him. Perhaps we are too anxious to try and get to sleep again. 

Beloved Mr Stoney, I think, said, it was better to have a sleepless night in communion than to have a good night’s sleep. Surely it would be, you might say it would be a touch of what it is to be with Christ which is very much better. 

Here they are, it says, they “talked”—just the simplicity of communion—and as he talked with him “behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire”. I suppose you young people here, like those of us who are older when we were younger, may have picture books of Bible stories with a picture of Elijah going up to heaven in a chariot with horses of fire. Well, that is not what the Bible says; the horses of fire and the chariot of fire were down here. He went up in a whirlwind, but the power was down here. I believe Elisha was coming into something of the power that we heard of in the reading, the exceeding greatness of His power in which He wrought in the Christ in raising Him from the dead. Elisha came into the gain of it typically in a double portion. He was able to take the mantle, he was able to take on the testimony, and he was able to go through it in power, evidently so, because they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha”. 

These are just suggestions of what is possible if we commit ourselves to the vessel of the testimony, which is the assembly. We are not speaking of any person or any body of persons, we are speaking of the assembly, we are speaking of what is here. The body of Christ is here and the Head is in heaven, and the power that took Him there is the power that is here for the testimony. Then you say, Well, of course, things are not quite like that now; they are not, publicly, and yet still there is ground for committal. 

Therefore I read in Ruth, where there was an appeal, although things looked as if they had gone to pieces, ‘My husband is dead, your husband is dead’, you might say there is nothing to hope for here. Yet there is this woman, Ruth, who commits herself to the testimony as it was at that time. They were in widowhood, maybe in poverty, and yet seeking after a place where the Lord had visited His people to give them bread. O, thank God there is a place, we can say, without presumption, at the present time, where the Lord has visited His people to give them bread. Thank God for the food there is among the saints at the present time. Thank God Christ has never ceased in His service and devotion to the assembly, nourishing and cherishing it, not only purifying it by the washing of water by the word, but nourishing it, that would be feeding it. He has visited His people to give them bread, and in these last days there is still food available. Naomi was going after it, and Ruth was committing herself, whatever the outward position might be, that she might be identified with one who was seeking the place where the Lord had visited His people to give them bread. She said, “whither thou goest I will go”. That is things are in movement, and that is something we have to be prepared for. 

There is what the Lord is saying today, but there may be something more that He would say a little later should He leave us here. What He is saying today may not be the same as what He was saying last year, for things are in movement. The vessel of the testimony is going forward 

in view of that great day of glory and display; things are in movement so she says, “whither thou goest I will go”. She is prepared to go forward whatever the testimony may involve for her at any time; even literally and physically it involves different conditions. Think of the times of persecution, the times of the martyrs and the time of the recovery to the truth! Are we prepared for what the Lord may yet do? Are we saying, “whither thou goest I will go”? 

Then she says, “where thou lodgest I will lodge”. You get an impression as it says in Numbers, as to the movements of the Ark, that it might stay a day or more or that it might move on, but they kept their eye on the Ark. Let us keep near to the Lord; not only committing ourselves to what is here, but to commit ourselves as having our eye on the Lord as committed to Him, so that whatever the movement may be or whatever the lodging may be, we are prepared for it. Ministry has been given as to the lodging places, and we may be in a lodging place; the Lord may just detain us to hold us in relation to a certain feature of the truth in view of our moving forward again. Then she commits herself further, “thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God”. Do we love the people of God? Do we love those who have been secured at such a price, by the precious blood of Jesus? Maybe they are scattered, but have we love for all the saints? As it says in Ephesians, “the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”, Ephesians 1: 15. 

We cannot have fellowship with them all in the fullest sense, but do we recognise them for what they are as having the Spirit of God, and having been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ? 

Then she says, “where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. She is prepared to go the whole way in committal in relation to the testimony. She was prepared to go out of sight, 

“there will I be buried”, in view of the promotion of the testimony. Then it says, 

“when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. 

And they two went until they came to Bethlehem”. What it opens up for us when we think of Bethlehem, when we think of David, and when we think of Jesus. It would bring in some fresh touch of Jesus, some fresh knowledge of Himself. 

Then it says, “And Naomi had a relation of her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz”. Committal to the testimony, such as it is in a day of ruin as that in which we are, is the way in which we can reach this mighty Man of wealth and come into all the gain of what we have been speaking of in the reading. What a wealth there is in our glorious Head in heaven, and in all that is flowing still from Him where He is, in the power of the Spirit, coming into His body here, the life and power of the body. It is still available, and the way to it, although it may not be like in Elisha’s day, a day of power, but rather a day of outward weakness like the day of Naomi, is still in committal to Christ, and we can still arrive at the same thing as Elisha arrived at. We can know the power that there was that took Christ up, the power that is towards us who believe. So in a sense Ruth arrived at it by a different route, but she arrived at it in committal to the vessel of the testimony in such a day as that in which we are, and she arrived at the mighty man of wealth, and came into the gain of all the substance that was there. Think of all that ensued from it. 

We know the history and all that flowed out of it, but it was all through this committal to the testimony as she saw it at that time. May the Lord help us in our committals for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
9 March 1996 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 22:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of.

Genesis 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when mankind began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and took themselves wives of all that they chose. [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. …

Genesis 8 (JND) [1] And God remembered Noah, and all the animals, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were closed, and the pour of rain from heaven was stopped. [3] And the waters retired from the earth, continually retiring; and in the course of a hundred and fifty days the waters abated. …

2 Kings 2:1-15 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [4] And Elijah said to him, Elisha, abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Jericho. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they came to Jericho. [5] And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [6] And Elijah said to him, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they two went on. [7] And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite afar off; and they two stood by the Jordan. [8] And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither; and they two went over on dry ground. [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so]. [11] And it came to pass as they went on, and talked, that behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire; and they parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into the heavens. [12] And Elisha saw [it], and he cried, My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own garments and rent them in two pieces. …

Ruth 1:11-19 (JND) [11] And Naomi said, Return, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet sons in my womb, that they could be your husbands? [12] Return, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I have hope, should I even have a husband to-night, and should I also bear sons, [13] would ye wait on that account till they were grown? Would ye stay on that account from having husbands? No, my daughters, for I am in much more bitterness than you; for the hand of Jehovah is gone out against me. [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

John 16:32 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me.

John 11:42 (JND) [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:20 (JND) [20] And I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word;

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

John 11:42 (JND) [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (JND) [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Ephesians 1:15 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints,



HOW WE MAY BE KNOWN OF GOD

R. Taylor 

1 Corinthians 8: 1–3; Exodus 3: 3–8; Psalm 89: 20, 21; 132: 1–6; Daniel 9: 20–23 

I seek grace for this occasion to speak about being known of God. It may seem a strange thing to speak about because does not God know us all? It says, “there is not a creature unapparent before him ... with whom we have to do”, Hebrews 4: 13. He knows about us all, and yet the scripture speaks here about a class of persons that are known of God. I would like to encourage our hearts to be among them. Men aspire to be known in their own circles, but God has His circle. Many, alas, profess to know Him. The Lord says that many will come and say, You have taught in our streets. In principle they had sat under the gospel, living in a Christian country, but the Lord will say to them, “I do not know you”, Luke 13: 27. What a solemn word to persons who have been under the influence of grace, who have heard the appeals of His love, and He has to say, “I do not know you”. They claimed to know Him. 

Another time they said to Him, “Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without”. It says He looked around in a circuit and said, “whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”, Mark 3: 35. He knew them by their features, and that is how God knows the persons we are speaking about now, as doing the will of God, prompted, indeed, because they love Him. It says here, “if any one love God, he is known of him”. How many profess to love Him, but does that love for Him find an expression in a tangible way? 

The Lord said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”, John 14: 15. 

We have read of some persons whom God knew, and we may be helped in looking at them to see the features that God appreciates. Perhaps the first time God notices us, in the way I am speaking of it, is when we 

come to Him in repentance. What joy that gives God as He sees persons coming to acknowledge their state and condition, and to lay hold in faith of a Saviour’s love and grace. 

He knew those houses in Egypt that were sheltered under the blood, He knew them every one of them. Think of the angel coming that night and passing through the land. Some houses were known because they were under the shelter of the blood of the lamb. What a fine beginning, to come under the shelter of the precious blood of Christ. As God would look on such persons, He can say, I know they are forgiven, the question of their guilt is settled. God has acted in His grace and love to free us from liabilities and bondage that we may grow in a knowledge of Himself, so that the love that is begotten in our hearts may come into some tangible expression and God may say, I know him. It reminds me of that house in Luke 7. 

There was a Pharisee who professed to know, and on the other hand there was a woman who was known of God. Maybe we would over estimate our love for God, over estimate our growth; it says, “knowledge puffs up, but love edifies”. Of that woman, it says, “she loved much”. The Lord knew her as her love came into evidence. Simon went far beyond what was intelligent, he was puffed up, he took himself out of the place of the creature almost, saying, If this Man knew. Think of speaking of the Lord of glory critically like that. But the woman loved much and she was known of God. The Lord says, “Seest thou this woman?” He is looking to see features that He can call attention to, features in the believer that He commends. 

Now God saw that Moses turned aside and was interested. Such persons are known in heaven as interested in what God is doing. Here is a man who had been brought up in all the knowledge of Egypt; all the best education that could be obtained, I suppose, was available to him, and here he is interested in what God is doing, “Jehovah saw that he turned aside”. God is looking for interested persons today. Have you been 

interested, my friend, in what God is doing? He is doing wonderful things. He is doing a wonderful thing here, something that caught Moses’ attention. I suppose every thorn bush, as the fire came to it, was very readily consumed, but Moses sees one here, and it was not being consumed. It is an allusion to how God is operating, as He says to Moses, “I know their sorrows. And I am come down to deliver them”. God would arouse our interest today in what He is doing, in how He has intervened, in what is proceeding from Himself. He would let us into the secrets of what He is doing. 

I have read of Moses and David and Daniel, but they were not yet great men in the sections I have read. I would like to apply it to the beginning of their spiritual history that they become interested in what God was doing. It says that God saw that he turned aside. I wonder if you have ever turned aside? You may be affected by the precious blood of Christ and what He has done for you in redeeming love; but have you ever turned aside to see why He intervened in Christ, why He came into the circumstances that men were in to effect deliverance? It says, 

“God called to him ... and said, Moses. Moses!” Maybe He has called you. That is how God would speak, to interest you individually, personally. God would call us by name to draw us into something of the wealth and blessedness of what He is doing. I think this is how Moses became great; he became interested in the fact that God had intervened in His power in a remarkable way to effect deliverance. What a God He is that He should take up such a matter. 

He says, “I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”. He is the God who had made promises to Abraham, calling him out from idolatrous circumstances. Here He is unfolding something of His plan to a man who was interested. O, how Moses endeared himself to God, becoming known as a man to whom God could confide His secrets. I think God is looking for such persons today, persons that can be trusted. I wonder just how does He know you and 

me. Are we persons who can be trusted with some of His secrets? Do we understand what He is doing and the way He is doing it? Or are we persons who have put our faith and trust in the Saviour, but are, perhaps, too engrossed in our own things to be interested in knowing something of the secrets of what God is doing? How God would appeal to us afresh today to be interested, to see the grandeur and glory and greatness of what He is doing. 

Now here is Moses, a lone man, a fugitive from Egypt, in the desert; God is seeing that he has an ear and a heart for what God is doing. It says of him later, “the man Moses was very meek”, Numbers 12: 3. That is how God knew him, a man to whom He had entrusted His secrets, but a man who developed in another character. I think that is what God would expect in us, the development of another kind of character. He says, “Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly”, Numbers 12: 8. That is how He knew Moses, it says He spoke with him “face to face, as a man speaks with his friend”, Exodus 33: 11. Does God know you like that? He has room in His heart and in His ways, and He has time to speak to you face to face as you are interested. Paul, alas, says that we are in a day when “all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 2: 21. But here is a man interested enough, in a typical sense, to seek something of the things of Jesus Christ. 

This is the beginning of God speaking to Moses, but He did not stop. God continued speaking to Moses. There are very fine touches in these books of God speaking to Moses, “face to face”. Maybe we need someone else to tell us things at times, and that has its place. But God is looking for persons whom He knows, that He can speak to in the directness of His love, and unfold to them something of the secrets of His heart. God was not only coming down to bring the people out; He was telling Moses how He was going to bring the people into a good land. Moses could never have 

envisaged this. We were speaking earlier today of “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2: 9), and here is God saying that to Moses. O, how God would love to tell you some of His thoughts far ahead. He has already done that. What a vessel He had in Paul to speak concerning Christ and the assembly. He had in Paul, one who was interested enough to spend time to hear what God would say about Christ and the assembly. God says, I know such persons. 

He could not have said this to many in this day in Exodus 3, but here is one man who has turned aside, and He speaks to him about bringing the people up into a good and spacious land. It is very beautiful to think of how the affection for that land grew in the heart of Moses. 

In Deuteronomy, you see there a man whose heart had expanded about this great and spacious land flowing with milk and honey. You say, He never saw it. Ah, God told him something about it. How else could he speak as he does in those closing chapters of Deuteronomy. It says God showed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan, with all the tribes in it. 

Moses’ heart loved to dwell on these thoughts of God, and God delighted to tell him about that great and spacious land; all because one day he turned aside, and was interested enough to listen to what God had to say. May I make an appeal, in the time when there are so many voices and so much that would command our attention, to turn aside. It means your own closet, it means your own personal links with God. This was the beginning of Moses’ 

spiritual history, and he was given light as to this spacious land, “a land flowing with milk and honey”. 

Now in applying it to our time, it is God confiding to you something of His choicest thoughts of Christ and the assembly, because that is what it would lead on to. It is a view of the people in the land where they are no longer troubled; He is giving a view beyond the 

breakdown, beyond the confusion, a land where they could dwell peacefully. Moses loved to describe it. I do not know how he knew so much about it save as God had told him. He says it was a “land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey”, Deuteronomy 8: 7, 8. O how the hearts of the Israelites must have been awakened as they heard Moses speaking about the land. They would say, Have you been there? Why had he been there and they had not been there? It was because he had been interested. In that wilderness with all the desert sand, with all their murmurings, with all their sorrows, he had been interested enough to turn aside and listen to God’s thoughts about that land. 

God is appealing today for interested persons whom He knows will cherish the thoughts and purposes of His love concerning Christ and the assembly. He will not give it to everybody, “if anyone love God, he is known of him”. He is giving it to His confidantes. He is placing the light where it will be cherished. God does not cast His pearls before swine, but He is disclosing the secrets of His love and His purposes to persons who are interested, and who are prepared to spend time to know something of the greatness of the things that God has prepared for those that love Him. What a stay it was, amidst all the sorrows and pressures that Moses was to bear, that God had told him of the purposes of His love and His affection for the people. That is why Moses was able to bear with them. That is why Paul was able to bear with the Corinthians. God had told him what those persons meant to Him. The Lord said, “I have much people in this city”, Acts 18: 10. Was he not tried by them? Did they not criticise him? Did they not bring every device to seek to undermine him? But Paul continued there in the sense of divine thoughts about the saints. Paul wrote back to those maligning him and said, “the assembly of God which is in Corinth”. There 

was a man who had been spending time with God, and was able to see things beyond the actual circumstances; he could see them from God’s side, because, I say again, he turned aside. 

God says about David, long before he came to the throne, I have found him, as if He was looking for such persons. And that is what He is looking for today. He says, “I have found David my servant”. Where did He find him? It tells us in Psalm 78 where He found him, it says that He found him in the sheepfolds. He was not in the theatres of this world; he was not there where men were finding their pleasures. It says, “he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds”, Psalm 78: 70. What a fine thing that God should choose a man like that. The people chose Saul, but God did not choose Saul, indeed He says that He had rejected him. Was there not a lot that commended Saul? There was much that commended Saul to the people. But “he chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds—From following the suckling-ewes”. I think it means he kept among the brethren, to put it simply in our language. He kept himself where the sheep were being fed, where they were being shepherded. He had love for the brethren. You would not find Saul there. You do not find David’s brothers there either. Eliab and the others were not in the sheepfolds, they were following Saul, they were going with the crowds, they were racing for the battle. Here David is, a man in the sheepfolds, and God chose him. He saw there someone who had love for Him. What a choice He made. The man who was following the sheep, nourishing his soul in thoughts of God and His love, and God says He took him from there to feed His people. Then in Psalm 89 He says, “I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him”. 

O what a day it must have been for David when he was anointed, a shepherd boy who loved the brethren, and God says, I will anoint you, I will have you for Myself, I will pour my holy oil upon you. He marked him out as known of Him. He passed over the 

other brothers in his family; He did not know them in that sense, but here He knows the man that had been among the sheepfolds. 

Then in Psalm 132 we see how God was justified in His choice, because of David’s love, not only for the brethren, but his love for the ark in a time when few troubled themselves about the ark. It says here, “Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”. The footnote would seem to suggest it was the time when the ark was at Kirjath-jearim, it was in a house where it was largely forgotten. If you spoke to Israelites about it they would tell you where it was, but how few cared to visit it, may I say. When it was in that house, the Spirit of God says about it, “the time was long” (1 Samuel 7: 2), it was almost forgotten. It is like the day we are in, when the Saviour who shed His blood for us, who suffered on the cross for your sins and mine, is publicly largely forgotten. How does He stand in your affections? Here is a man speaking about that with a great deal of sorrow, grieving that the Saviour who did so much for us finds very little in the way of response to His own heart of love. Is that what He would have to say about you? May His voice come into your heart today, All this have I done for you, what have you done for Me? Well David said, I am going to do something about it. He says, “we heard of it at Ephratah”. Would the friends that you have today be interested to hear about Christ? I speak to you young people, the persons you keep company with, are they interested to hear about a rejected Christ? Are they interested to hear about the way He spent Himself in suffering love, and to hear of your feelings that there is very little response to that love? David said, Let us do something about it. He says, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes”. Here is a committed young man, not only an interested man, but a committed man. He says, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids”. It became the consuming object in his life that Christ, as typified in the ark, may find a place where He 

could rest. O how God could say about David, I know him. What delight He had in anointing him! What delight He had in setting him on the throne! 

Here he is typical of a young believer committing himself. You say, We have to sleep, we have to work, we have pressures, all kinds of things. But David says, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes”. He says in a later psalm, “If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill ... let my tongue cleave to my palate; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy”, Psalm 137: 5, 6. He not only loved Christ but he loved to see Him enshrined in the affections of the saints. O what pleasure God had in a man who was interested when all others were careless; because that is the kind of day David was in. Persons were careless as to the Person of Christ, they were careless as to the place He had among His people, and David commits himself so that things should be changed. That committal involved sacrifice, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes”; it involves giving up some time from things you may think have priority. 

But David got his priorities right, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes ... Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob”. Then he says, “Let us go into his habitations”, let us see what is suited to the habitations of God. Think of David gathering up in his affections, and in his affliction too, gathering up through sacrifice that there may be a place where God could find His rest. Well He found it. It was the height of Israel’s history, the days of David and Solomon, all because a man was interested and committed, in affection for Christ and His people, in a day when persons were careless. Well if there was a man known in Israel it was David, as known of God. 

When we come to Daniel the Jerusalem that David knew was broken down. Things had changed, and here in these circumstances is another young man, and what does he see? He seeks things broken. He was carried away in the captivity, but here he is a man who still had 

Jerusalem in his heart. Very few cared about it. You wonder why he knew so much about it. 

Well, it says earlier in the chapter, “I Daniel understood by the books”. He was interested to read something of what Jeremiah had written, a very sober prophecy. For us that would be the Scriptures, and the ministry too. Jerusalem at that time was in ruins. He was in captivity, but think of him reading about the Jerusalem of the time of David and Solomon, and the Jerusalem of which Isaiah speaks. I think of Daniel reading those books, and saying, Things are not like that today. No, but he embraced the promises. He understood that the God who had promised was faithful to bring about His promises. What a place it was going to be, a place to dwell in. He is far away from it in the captivity, but he embraced the thought of it in his heart, and God gave him light about it. It is like the day we are in, dear brethren, a day when things are in a broken state. Let us understand through what the Spirit has been saying in this dispensation, and what He is saying today as to God’s thoughts about Christ and the assembly. Let us have our heart opened to see that God’s promises involve another day, although being worked out in the breakdown today. 

It says at the close of this book, “Go thy way, Daniel”, a very fine finish. As you read through the book of Daniel, the kings and empires change, as the hymn-writer says, ‘Though empires should crumble, though nations should fall’ (Hymn 27). Daniel saw all that. The only thing that went through the book was Daniel in his knowledge of God. It says at the end, “go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”, Daniel 12: 13. What a fine word that is amidst all the confusion. It says that he understood by the books, but then too he was praying. God heard those prayers. Gabriel says, “At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare it”. Here is a man going into his closet and speaking to God. He might say, You see the 

troublous times that we are in, the small meetings, and the tests that have befallen us. That is how he might be speaking about the breakdown and feeling his part in it. God says, I will tell you about something else. This is not the end. 

How many have thought it was the end, the breakdown is all around us, they thought everything was broken. Here is a man who went into his closet and prayed to God, and God says, That is not the end. He says, “I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding”. So he goes his way and stands in his lot at the end of the days, a man who was known of God. He says, “Daniel ... thou art one greatly beloved”. More than once in the book that is how he is addressed. Can God address you and me like that? Can He address us as persons who are greatly beloved, persons who have made themselves known to God? You can make yourself known to God through being interested in His word, through committing yourself in love for Christ and for His people, and through understanding by the books and your prayers. It is to such persons that God makes Himself known in the confidence of His love. 

May He awaken and encourage our hearts, to be known in those circles, despised here below but known there, as Paul says, “as unknown, and well known” (2 Corinthians 6: 9); unknown in the circles of man’s society, but well known to heaven, with a name placed there before God. “If any one love God”, that is the spring of it all. It is the spring of our interest, the spring of our devotions, “If anyone love God, he is known of him”. May it be from today that He knows all of us better, as more trustworthy, as committed to Christ and to His interests, until the day come when all will be changed and the promises and thoughts of His love will shine there in their own glory. Daniel had read about them, and God says, You go your way, you will share in them at the end of the days. Daniel rested in the knowledge that the God who had purposed would bring all to pass, 

and He would bring him through to see it then in its fulness. In the meantime He gives us the Spirit. He gives us strengthening by His grace, that we may be maintained in the thoughts and purposes of His love until He calls us to be with Himself. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Manchester, 16 March 1996 

THE HEAVENLY ONE 

A. J. Gaskin 

“Such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”, 1 Corinthians 15: 48. When the apostle speaks of the heavenly One he has in mind in “such” a different order of man from the one made of dust. Of the latter order it was said very early in the history of mankind that 

“Jehovah repented that he had made Man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart”, Genesis 6: 6. How frail and ephemeral is the one made of dust, as James says, “what is your life? It is even a vapour” (James 4: 14). What a difference to turn to the heavenly One and the order of man patterned after Him. Yet as being the heavenly Man, how real was His manhood. Simeon received that Babe into his arms, and said of Him, “mine eyes have seen thy salvation”, Luke 2: 30. As a tender sapling He grew up before God, a root out of dry ground. As the heavenly One He was not concerned with the things of this world, but with His Father’s business, yet a business that was concerned about the needs of mankind—“For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do my will, but the will of him that has sent me”, John 6: 38. He was the true bread out of heaven, the bread of life and the living bread; it is what He was in Himself—“the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”, John 6: 51. It was the extent to which He was prepared to give, as He said, “he 

also who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. When challenged Peter says, 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”, John 6: 68, 69. To the unbelieving Jews, who were constantly opposing Him, He spoke plainly and asserted the heavenly character of His words. 

So He spoke openly saying, “I am from above ... I am not of this world” (John 8: 23), a plain declaration of His being the heavenly One, and that was brought out so clearly by His holy humanity. 

Isaac in Genesis was a beautiful type of the heavenly Man who, when first introduced, endured the mocking of Ishmael, as the One who when reviled, reviled not again, who was meekly submissive as being offered up on the altar. It says in Hebrews, Abraham “offered up his only begotten son ... counting that God was able to raise him even from among the dead, whence also he received him in a figure”, (Hebrews 11: 18, 19). It was the father’s desire that Isaac should have a suited companion, a wife, a helpmate his like. How faithfully the Holy Spirit has carried out the mission of securing the assembly that the heavenly Man should have His affections so fully satisfied. 

In the tabernacle system in the wilderness, within the tent, the various colours there displayed all bore witness to the glories of Christ, but through all the heavenly colour was there. The high priest himself was clothed in the cloak of the ephod which was “all of blue”, distinguishing him as typical of the heavenly Man. When the camp set forward in their journeyings in the wilderness, whereas the other items of furniture were protected by a covering of badger skins, the ark itself had a covering “wholly of blue”, as representative of the heavenly Man. As the Lord Himself went forward on His journey down here, the evidences of the heavenly Man were always there. And the heavenly One is associated with the heavenly ones, for it says we shall bear the 

image of the heavenly One. The day is coming when our body of humiliation shall be transformed into conformity to His body of glory. For this we await, when the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall rise first and we the living shall be changed. So shall we be for ever with the Lord. 

EXTRACT 

What we have here typically is what the New Testament speaks of as the purification of the heavenly things (Hebrews 9: 23, 24). It is most important for us to understand this, for the whole character of our blessing and approach to God hangs upon it, and it also determines the place which we take up in relation to religious things on earth. I suppose all Christians have the conviction that if they went to heaven they would find themselves in a place where there was no sin, and where all the conditions were suitable to God, and therefore where there was no cloud or sense of distance! But how many Christians have taken into consideration that there is a system of heavenly things into which we can come now, and in the blessedness of which we can approach God—a system so divinely purified by the blood of the Sin-offering that there is not a trace of sin in it? But this is what the epistle to the Hebrews opens up to us. 

We learn there that God has spoken to us in the Person of the Son, and He would have us to approach Him in the light of all that He has spoken. He has provided in the Sin-offering for the removal of everything that would have hindered this. The Son has “made by himself the purification of sins”, Hebrews 1: 3. That means not merely that they are removed from the sinner, but they are removed from before God. They are no longer in His presence to defile His tabernacle. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Leviticus’, p.194) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 (JND) [1] But concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know, (for we all have knowledge: knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. [2] If any one think he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know [it]. [3] But if any one love God, *he* is known of him):

Exodus 3:3-8 (JND) [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God. [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Psalms 89:20-21 (JND) [20] I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him: [21] With whom my hand shall be established; and mine arm shall strengthen him.

Psalms 132:1-6 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob. [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

Daniel 9:20-23 (JND) [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed [me], and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding. [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Luke 13:27 (JND) [27] and he shall say, I tell you, I do not know you whence ye are; depart from me, all [ye] workers of iniquity.

Mark 3:35 (JND) [35] for whosoever shall do the will of God, *he* is my brother, and sister, and mother.

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.

Numbers 12:8 (JND) [8] Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?

Exodus 33:11 (JND) [11] And Jehovah spoke with Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. And he returned to the camp; but his attendant, Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, departed not from within the tent.

Philippians 2:21 (JND) [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Deuteronomy 8:7-8 (JND) [7] For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; [8] a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey;

Acts 18:10 (JND) [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

Psalms 78 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Asaph.} Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. [2] I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter riddles from of old, [3] Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us: …

Psalms 78:70 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds:

Psalms 89 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.} I will sing of the loving-kindness of Jehovah for ever; with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness from generation to generation. [2] For I said, Loving-kindness shall be built up for ever; in the very heavens wilt thou establish thy faithfulness. [3] I have made a covenant with mine elect, I have sworn unto David my servant: …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

1 Samuel 7:2 (JND) [2] And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

Psalms 137:5-6 (JND) [5] If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget [its skill]; [6] If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

2 Corinthians 6:9 (JND) [9] as unknown, and well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as disciplined, and not put to death;

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Genesis 6:6 (JND) [6] And Jehovah repented that he had made Man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart.

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)

Luke 2:30 (JND) [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

John 6:38 (JND) [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me.

John 6:51 (JND) [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

John 6:68-69 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

John 8:23 (JND) [23] And he said to them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above. Ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

Hebrews 11:18-19 (JND) [18] as to whom it had been said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called: [19] counting that God [was] able to raise [him] even from among [the] dead, whence also he received him in a figure.

Hebrews 9:23-24 (JND) [23] [It was] necessary then that the figurative representations of the things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with sacrifices better than these. [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,
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