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SERVICE AMONG THE SAINTS

J. Mitchell

Numbers 12: 5–8; Philippians 1: 21–26 

I read these two passages having in mind to say a little about service among the saints. It is right to desire to serve the saints, and while what I have to say may have its direct application to brothers, I trust the spirit of it may be of use to our sisters. As we think of the way in which Christ has served us in the laying down of His precious life, that holy life of Jesus that He laid down in death—that would generate a desire with us that we should serve Him. It would appeal to our hearts as we think of the glorious service of Christ to us, but service too in a supreme way to His God and Father. If we are thinking in any sense of service we would take pattern from our Lord Jesus Christ who was the perfect servant. Mark’s gospel presents Him in that character, and I commend it to our younger brethren as something to read and pray about, so that anything that we do among the saints or that we do for men generally may take character from the service of Christ. That should always be in mind in everything that we undertake; we should take account of the pattern that has been set out for us in our Lord Jesus Christ, so that what is done may in the spirit of it be characteristic of Himself. 

I have taken up two well known servants, one in the Old Testament and one in the New; in each of them you would see God’s best in service as taking character in spirit or in actuality from Christ Himself. Where we read in Numbers, God speaks to Miriam and Aaron of “my servant Moses”. Think of how much Moses actually meant to God. What a servant he was. 

There was no one like him in the Old Testament who served in the way he served. At one time he almost complainingly (which of course is not right for a servant) speaks to God about having to carry the people in his bosom. These were 

very real things to Moses, and it reminds me of Mr. Coates’ word, that if you want to serve the saints be prepared to have your heart broken. That comes out especially in Moses when it speaks about him carrying the people in his bosom. That is really what service involves. It is arduous labour, it is a test to our affections. The real root of it is love for Christ, but developing love for His saints; there is no other basis on which it can be taken up. But I have brought forward these two men that we might, in some measure, see what the divine requirement is for service among the saints. Let me say, before I speak of that, dear brethren, that there is ample opportunity and ample room for service. Indeed I would go as far as to say that there is a crying need at the present moment for persons who are devoted to Christ and devoted to the saints, and prepared to serve them no matter what it may involve. 

Now Moses was a remarkable man. He had a remarkable upbringing having been born into a remarkable household. In Exodus it says, “a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi” (Exodus 2: 1), indicating that it was in the divine mind from the very beginning that Moses should be available for service to God. Every one of us, in some measure, can take account of ourselves in that character. But Moses was brought up at the court of Pharaoh. That is where he spent the first forty years of his life, and no doubt he was a most intelligent man who had been extremely well versed in the things of the world at that time. Nevertheless he had levitical instincts. When he was grown he went out to view his brethren. He had his brethren in his heart and he went out to take account of the circumstances in which they were, and when he saw one being afflicted by an Egyptian, he smote the Egyptian and buried him in the sand (Exodus 2: 12). Later when he saw two Hebrew men quarrelling, he intervened but his levitical spirit was not recognised. These incidents show that Moses had levitical instincts, but he had no levitical skill at that point. 

However God was going to form him in a way in which those levitical instincts would be governed by levitical skill. That is something that is needed among the saints; not only the desire and the instinct to care for what is right under God, but to do things in the right way. 

When he fled from Pharaoh he is found sitting at a well. How beautiful that is, a man who had known what Pharaoh’s court was, sitting there patiently. He had known what grandeur was, he had known the great intelligence of the supreme power in the world at that time, he was right in the centre of that system, and here he is content to sit by a well. I think that is beautiful. When these shepherdesses come onto view, his levitical instinct comes into expression immediately and he seeks to serve them. The shepherds sought to hinder the flock being watered, but Moses immediately intervenes and helps the women. When they go back to the father, he says, “Why are ye come so soon today?” (Exodus 2: 18), and they say an Egyptian helped them. He says, Where is the man? I think all these things bear on levitical service. He had performed that service for them but there was little recognition of it until he was sent for. I think that is very touching. Before we speak about that, let us think of him sitting by that well. 

I would say beloved brother, beloved sister, if in any measure you wish to serve the saints that is a necessary place to sit. Be in relation to the Holy Spirit of God. Think of the service of the Spirit throughout the dispensation, the patience, the care, the extended service of the Holy Spirit of God. It ought to draw out our affections to the Spirit. At the close of the dispensation we have been helped to give the Spirit the place that is proper to Him, but think of the way in which He has served all through the dispensation, largely unrecognised for large periods of time, but nevertheless there in His patient service towards the saints. It is a great thing thus, beloved brother, beloved sister, to typically sit by that well and drink into something of the Holy Spirit’s service. Let it affect your heart and let it govern your ways and make sure that what you undertake is done in the power of the Spirit. I think that is what marked Moses. From that moment on he undertook things typically in the power and character of the Spirit. 

He is taken into that house and he served for forty years caring for the flock of another. I often think of Jacob, a delightful character, but a man who had to learn through deep discipline. He went down to Padan-Aram in the clothes that he stood in, you might say, and he came back an exceedingly rich man through his own business acumen that was characteristic of Jacob. Moses went down to Midian in the clothes in which he stood, and he came up with a wife and a son and an ass and a staff. That is all he had, nothing other than that. I think that shows the levitical spirit, that he was forty years behind the wilderness and for those forty years there was nothing for himself in a material sense. I would say there was plenty for him in experience with God. He was learning day by day in caring for that flock, what it would mean to care for God’s people in the wilderness. What a carer he was! He learned by that experience; he was not in it for what he himself could get out of it, he was in it truly for sacrificial love. The basis of service is love, and he cared in love for the flock of another. That is what marks service at the present time, caring for the flock of another. It tells us that Moses led them behind the wilderness to the mountain of God. All his leadership of that flock was to go up the mountain of God, leading them away from the world and into God’s realm where they would be in relation to God. He was learning there in that forty years to lead God’s people through the wilderness. 

He comes to that time when he has that experience of seeing the bush burning and he turned aside to see it (Exodus 3: 3). What an experience that was. There are many applications to that, but there is one that always affects me. We are told that God is a consuming fire 

but that His mercies are new morning by morning, and “ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed”, Malachi 3: 6. I think the sons of Jacob refers to the people in their responsible and wayward character and the experience they had of what it was for God’s mercies to be new morning by morning. I suppose in the forty years in the wilderness the thorn-bush character would have come out in the people. We do not need to read far into the book of Exodus to see that, the murmurings that were there. Then in the passage we read in Numbers 12 they were murmuring against Moses. There it was Aaron and Miriam, his own brother and sister, persons of the levitical family, who were in the service of God but they were envying their brother. Think of what Moses had to bear. Think of the thorn-bush character coming out in those forty years, yet he had to learn that the thorn-bush was not consumed. That is the thing to get into our souls in relation to God’s people, that is, “ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed”, that is not the divine way. The divine way is patience in service in order that they might be brought through, in order that they might be maintained in relation to God Himself. 

So you see what a servant he was, what an experience he had. He was a man of great power. 

Well that is true but I do not go into that at the present time, rather am I thinking of the man who was able to care for the people and carry them in his bosom through that wilderness, so that we might see that character of service. It is a true levitical character; to care for the saints and to carry them in your affections. I feel for myself how little one can do that. 

One of the things said of Paul as to his sufferings was “the burden of all the assemblies”, 2 Corinthians 11: 28. As committed in some measure to serve the Lord’s people here, you would have to accept all that goes with it, including the tears. Think of the tears that have been shed. I am conscious of that myself in one’s own history. I have known persons who really cared for the saints of God to shed tears over them, and these are the 

tears that are kept in God’s bottle. That is what is involved in it. Do not think for one moment that if you wish to take on service it is an easy path, it is not. It is a very difficult path, but it is a path in which the love of Christ and the love of the Spirit will serve you and see you through. So there is this attack against Moses, and it was not the only attack; think of the number of times that the people rose up against Moses. At the end of the wilderness journey he twice tells the people, as they are about to go into the land, that God was angry with him on their account. Think of that, a man who had not the privilege of going into the land although his heart was there. He loved Canaan, that goodly land, he says, and yet because of his service to the people he was unable to go into it. That is the character of the servant of God’s people, and if your desire is to take up service these are the things you will have to face. 

But here, I just speak of it briefly, Miriam and Aaron spoke against him. It says that they “spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife. And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us?”, Numbers 12: 1, 2. It has often been said that taking the Ethiopian wife was the excuse, and it is never difficult to find excuses. There was something deeper than that, there was jealousy in their hearts. Jealousy in this respect is a terrible thing among the people of God. Sovereignty comes into the matter of gift; we just have to recognise that and simply bow to it. It is a very easy thing to accept, and it is for our blessing to accept, but then alongside sovereignty I would say there is always the moral characteristics of the persons concerned. In these times of pressure moral beauty comes out. It says, “the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth”. It brought out the moral beauty of the man. All these attacks bring out in the true servant the moral grace that is there, he was “very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth”. The Spirit of God records that at the time of this opposition to Moses. 

Then it says, “Jehovah spoke suddenly to Moses, and to Aaron, and to Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tent of meeting. And they went out, they three. And Jehovah came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came forth. And he said, Hear now my words’. God justifies His servant. It has often been said that a servant need never justify himself in any matter whatsoever. God justifies the righteous, there is no question about that, and He stands by Moses and he speaks of him as “my servant Moses”. That was really the verse that was upon one’s heart to bring out. That is what He says, “my servant Moses”. Think of the intimacy that existed between God and His servant, and He justifies him, speaking severely to Miriam and Aaron. Miriam as a result became “leprous as snow”, a terrible thing. Moses was the youngest of the three, and nature often comes into matters; I tell you something dear brother, dear sister, when you allow nature to govern your considerations you shut God out. It is a sobering thing but that is the fact. God was shut out here but He defends His servant, and the result is that Miriam “was leprous as snow”. Well I leave that with you, the character of the man, the meekest man in all the earth. What a man he was! And the way in which the history leads him to that. 

I come now to Paul, and I have read this passage in Philippians. It is a passage that I find extraordinarily attractive, but also extraordinarily exercising. It is one of the most exercising passages in the whole of Scripture. Paul is writing to the Philippians and saying to them that he is not very sure as to what is before him, but he says, “for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”. I am never very clear whether it means that Christ was his object, or whether Christ was the power of his life, or whether Christ was the expression of his life. Maybe it was all three. I suppose it would be. If you had seen Paul do something you would have said, Well 

that is the way that Christ would have done it. What a matter that is, and that is not beyond us. Do not think that these things are beyond anyone because we have the Spirit of Christ in us to help us to the end that what comes into expression in all that we do is Christ Himself. 

Paul could say that, “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”, 1 Corinthians 11: 1. He could draw attention to himself. I know persons will say, Well he was an apostle. So he was, but he was a man in flesh and blood conditions like you and me, and he can say, “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”. So that clearly Christ was expressed in Paul’s life. It was seen there. 

I think he learned that on the Damascus road when he was struck down, and all that Saul of Tarsus was morally was smashed there, it was finished, never to be put together again. All that he was as a man here, and everything in which he lived and in which he boasted was gone for ever. He comes up a totally different man. Think of him there as blind being led into that city, taken by the hand, having said, “What shall I do, Lord?” What a change! I think that shows the character of the man. He could say in this very epistle, “seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ”, Philippians 3: 12. What a thing that is, “taken possession of by Christ”. I find that challenging for oneself, and I put it to one’s brethren. Is there any little corner in your heart of which you might be saying, I will reserve that for myself? Paul was “taken possession of by Christ”; that is, he gave everything to Him. There were no secret corners in his heart. I know what it is, I am no different to anyone else, to seek to reserve something, just maybe some little thing for yourself, but the thing is to give everything to Christ. Make yourself open for Him and for Him alone. What joy and blessedness enters into that, if you give your everything to Christ Himself. Then you come and be in some measure like what Paul says here, “for me to live is Christ”. I suppose as he woke in the morning, the first thing that would be in his heart was Christ; the first thing that would be in his mind 

would be Christ. As he went to bed at night, the last thing in his consciousness would have been Christ and what is due to Christ; his whole day would have been filled out in that way with consideration for Christ. I think that is what it means, “for me to live is Christ”. 

And then he goes on to say, “to die gain”. That is what was before him, he says, “I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better”. Think of how much Christ meant to him that he could say that, “departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better, but remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes”. He puts remaining in the way of a sacrifice. It would appear from the scripture that he had a choice, and if he had had his choice, his affections were running along that line, of 

“departure and being with Christ”. How wonderful that is, but he says, “having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better, but remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes; and having confidence of this, I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all”. That is to bring out the sacrificial character of the life of Paul. I say that those are the characteristics of a person who wishes to serve the saints. It is sacrificial service, and everything that is undertaken, every consideration comes under that sacrificial intent of subjecting everything to the service of Christ and to the service of the saints. You might say I am making things difficult, but I trust not. I think that love for Christ would commit the true servant to every consideration being for Christ and for the service to His saints. He says, “I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all, for your progress”. He was not concerned for himself, he was concerned about the progress of the saints, and that was all his consideration. We know what it really involved for him. This is one of the prison epistles. It was written from prison and it is part of Paul’s sufferings. Departure to be with Christ would have been relief from those sufferings, but that is not governing him. It is what is 

good for the saints. Would that we are of that spirit. May the Lord bless the word to us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach
23 December 2000 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 12:5-8 (JND) [5] And Jehovah came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came forth. [6] And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I Jehovah will make myself known to him in a vision, I will speak to him in a dream. [7] Not so my servant Moses: he is faithful in all my house. [8] Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?

Philippians 1:21-26 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain; [22] but if to live in flesh [is my lot], this is for me worth the while: and what I shall choose I cannot tell. [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better, [24] but remaining in the flesh [is] more necessary for your sakes; [25] and having confidence of this, I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all, for your progress and joy in faith; [26] that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus through me by my presence again with you.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 2:1 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi.

Exodus 2:12 (JND) [12] And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Exodus 2:18 (JND) [18] And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, Why are ye come so soon to-day?

Exodus 3:3 (JND) [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt.

Malachi 3:6 (JND) [6] For I Jehovah change not, and ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

Numbers 12 (JND) [1] And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife. [2] And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us? And Jehovah heard it. [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth. …

2 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] Besides those things that are without, the crowd [of cares] pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies.

Numbers 12:1-2 (JND) [1] And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had taken; for he had taken a Cushite as wife. [2] And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only to Moses? has he not spoken also to us? And Jehovah heard it.

1 Corinthians 11:1 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ.

Philippians 3:12 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus].



OPPORTUNITIES GIVEN TO PERSONS

A. P. Devenish 

Genesis 4: 3–7 (to “door”); 21: 14–21; Luke 7: 40–47; 15: 28–32 

These four persons that we have read about, Cain, Hagar, Simon the Pharisee, and the elder son, were all given an opportunity to repent. This is another opportunity we have today to repent. There may not be another opportunity. It is wonderful that in the magnitude of God’s grace He has given us another opportunity to repent. God says to Cain, “Why art thou angry, and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, will not thy countenance look up with confidence? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door”, meaning, according to the note ‘a sin-offering’. That is an allusion typically no doubt to the sufferings of Christ. How near it was to Cain, he could just reach out and appropriate it for himself. Well that is the same today, you just need to reach out in faith and appropriate the work of Christ; He suffered for sins, for your sins. We need to think more of the atoning sufferings of Jesus when He said, 

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” What is the answer to that? Each of us should give an answer to that, that it was my sins that necessitated the sufferings of Christ. 

The result of that wonderful work at Calvary is available to us so that we might know the forgiveness of sins. In type this was available to Cain. He did not appropriate it, he lost his opportunity. 

I trust none here will lose their opportunity of appropriating the death of Christ in view of the forgiveness of sins. It is wonderful to be conscious by the Spirit that our sins are forgiven. Do we really appreciate how Christ has taken on the whole matter of sin and our sins? The atoning sufferings of Christ relate to our sins, our guilt. It says in Matthew, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1: 21), and that means the guilt of them, and the power of them, and the love of them. Let us take that in, beloved; it is not only the guilt of them, but to “save his people” means the power of them and the love of them. The reason we do not forsake them is because we love them, but the Lord is a mighty Saviour and will save us from our sins. Cain had the opportunity, and we have a wonderful opportunity today. We may not have another. It is as if you could reach out your hand. It is immediately available. It does not mean doing penance, it does not mean doing things to earn salvation; it means you just reach out in faith and appropriate the sacrifice of Christ, that He suffered for your sins. Peter could say He “bore our sins”. Oh how precious that is, to believers, “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. 

Now to refer to Hagar. She was an Egyptian handmaid. It would seem that Abraham acquired her in Egypt. It was a sad day when that happened; that into his house came what was Egyptian in character. I would just mention that because it is a sad thing when in our households we allow what is Egyptian in character, and that is the world. But here I want to speak just of Hagar herself. She fled from her mistress, and you may say, Well that is that, that is the finish of her; but God followed her. Wonderful grace. The magnitude of divine grace comes into evidence in this section. God followed her. In chapter 16 when she flees, “the Angel of Jehovah found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur”, Genesis 16: 7. God did not leave her just to go her way. You may say, 

Why would God be concerned about her? He is concerned about every one of us, and He would pursue us in order that we might come into the gain of the great system of grace, involving the presence of the Spirit here, that is available to each one of us; the well speaks of that. She is given a wonderful opportunity. We are each given such an opportunity. There is a system of grace which is near to us. It was right there available to her, to quench her thirst and to provide her the resource to go through the wilderness. We might compare it with the woman in John 4, I suppose. She appropriated the well, the fountain of water. This poor woman took advantage of it for the moment, but there was no change with her. It says in the chapter we read that her son “became an archer”, and she “took him a wife out of the land of Egypt”, showing there was no change in her tastes. You remember about Moab that his taste was unchanged, “he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity—therefore his taste hath remained in him, and his scent is not changed”, Jeremiah 48: 11. You see there was no change with her. 

The gospel has in mind that we should be changed; another Man should fill the vision of our souls, the Lord Jesus Christ. I might suggest that today divine grace is active to secure your affections and to satisfy your thirst. Oh, you say, I once got a touch in the gospel, I gave my heart to Christ. Where are you now? The angel says in chapter 16, “whence comest thou? 

And whither art thou going?” So the Lord has given us another opportunity today to come to the Saviour afresh in our affections and to take advantage of the resources of divine grace that are immediately available. There is no need to go on some distant pilgrimage. God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. I trust God will open your eyes and you will see a well of water, that you will see the wonderful system of grace that is immediately available as resource to maintain you in relation to Christ, and provide you with the means to get through the wilderness. Hagar’s son became an archer. The archers later in this book hated Joseph, it says that they provoked him and shot at him and hated him (Genesis 49: 23). Are the young people growing up with Egyptian tastes, Egyptian thoughts? How terribly sad that is. I suppose being “emptied from vessel to vessel” involves that we judge ourselves. The woman in John 4 judged herself, she judged her course of evil, and what a marvellous transaction took place. The well became to her “a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”, both cleansing and directing her affections in relation to another scene of things altogether where Christ is. Then in her testimony she could say, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”. So God is presenting now to you another opportunity. Perhaps you once had a touch in your soul, but where are you now? Have we continued? There is a mighty resource in the Holy Spirit here that God has given us to help us through. 

Although Hagar left Abraham’s household, I have no doubt it was on account of Abraham that the Lord followed her and gave her another opportunity. There are many fathers and mothers here, and many of our young ones, our children, have gone away from us. Let us in faith remind God of His promise, it is to you and to your children. Peter says that. Perhaps God will work mightily in view of their salvation, but let us not allow Egyptian things to spoil the preciousness of households in relation to the testimony. Many things are coming into the households. Egyptian things that spoil what a household should be for the pleasure of God, and hinder the blessing coming to us. God has in mind to bless the households of His people. I am assured of that, but there is an opportunity in the glad tidings. I think in a primary sense the result of the glad tidings is to be seen in our households, the children happily coming into the knowledge of the Lord Jesus as Saviour and the availability of the Holy Spirit. The Lord says, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, 

Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”, John 4: 10. Oh beloved, it is a barren world. We may think the things in the world are attractive, but it is a barren world, there is nothing for God in it, there is no resource in it that can maintain us in our links with Christ and be a resource for us to go through the wilderness. How much we need that. 

Well I just refer to these other scriptures. Luke is a wonderful gospel. We often speak of Matthew as the assembly gospel, but I think we could speak too of Luke as an assembly gospel because you get in the women in Luke, persons who represent lovely features of the assembly. So I think Simon was to take account of this. It was the grace of the Lord Jesus that caused Him to speak thus, “Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee”. Let us think about that, the Lord has somewhat to say to you and to me. Simon was given the opportunity to come to the Lord Jesus as Saviour, to have his sins forgiven. He was given that opportunity, instead of which he was critical and neglectful of the Lord Jesus. If we just read what Jesus says to him, 

“I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet ... Thou gavest me not a kiss ... My head with oil thou didst not anoint”. You see how neglectful he was, perhaps not outwardly antagonistic to the Lord but neglecting what was due to the Lord. I would like to raise the exercise with us as to whether we are marked by criticism and neglect. But the woman, I suppose in a sense, represents the assembly in its devotion to Christ, expressing her love for Christ. He says to this Pharisee, “Seest thou this woman?” We should include the truth of the assembly in the glad tidings. It is seen in this gospel. There is this woman, “Seest thou this woman?” In chapter 8 you have the women who ministered to Him of their substance; then you have the woman who had the flux of blood and virtue entered into her from Christ, the element of the truth of the body, for the body is of Christ. In chapter 9 the voice says, “This is my beloved Son—hear him”. In chapter 10 there is a woman sitting at His feet, listening to His word. 

What an important furnishing that is for the local assembly to have persons sitting at His feet and listening to His word! 

So as I say, not only Matthew is an assembly gospel, but you get lovely features of the assembly seen in these women in Luke. So He says to Simon, “Seest thou this woman?” 

Have you ever seen the assembly in your local meeting? Have you seen the attractiveness of the vessel that God has secured for Christ and for His own heart? What does He say about her? He says, “she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair ... she from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet ... she has anointed my feet with myrrh”. 

How the Lord would maybe open our eyes to see. God opened Hagar’s eyes to see the well. 

God may open some young one’s eyes here to see the assembly in its beauty, in its loveliness, in its attractiveness, in its devotion to Christ. “Thou gavest me not a kiss, but she from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet”. What constancy of love came into evidence in this woman! Would that the Lord would open eyes here and open hearts, it says of Lydia “whose heart the Lord opened”, Acts 16: 14. That is what we need, beloved, to have our eyes and hearts opened to see the assembly, see it in its attractiveness, in its devotion to Christ, in its love for Christ. What characterises this woman is her love for Christ. 

I just refer to Luke 15. This elder son was given an opportunity, “his father went out and besought him”. Can you think of the feelings of the father in that reference? We usually are occupied, and rightly so, with the younger son and the father’s feelings when he “ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses”. Have you known that experience? I wonder if each of us has known that, known the Father’s running toward us, falling upon our necks and covering us with kisses. I would that every one might know that. But this older son “became angry and would not go in”. Is there anyone here that will not go in and enjoy the Father’s love, enjoy sonship, enjoy being the object of divine love? So it says, “his father went out and besought him”. Oh the feelings of the father that entered into that verse. He besought him, and he says, “Child, thou art ever with me”. These are wonderful things that he says. We do not perhaps think of them too much, “Child, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine is thine”. Think of what the Father has in His heart for us. We really get the thought of heirship in this section, “Child, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine is thine”. The scripture says, “if son, heir also through God”, Galatians 4: 7. It says in Romans 8, “if children, heirs also—heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs”, Romans 8: 17. So he says here, “Child, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine is thine”. You see how attractive the Father’s thoughts are for us. Not only does he set us up in the dignity and glory and blessedness of sonship in the knowledge of the Father’s love, but we can know what it is to be “heirs also; heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs”. Think of the father’s heart going out to this elder son. Mr. Renton said in Vancouver some years ago. This chapter leaves us with the father on the threshold of the house beseeching his son to come in. We have to say we do not know what happened after this, but it would seem that he lost his opportunity to come in and enjoy the merriment and the joy in the house. I trust there is no one here who will lose their opportunity to come and enjoy sonship, enjoy what it is to be heirs of God, Christ’s joint heirs, so much that Christ will come into publicly as Man we are to share with Him. Can you think of anything more blessed than that? 

Well I just leave these things with us. I trust we will not have to say, Well, that person had another opportunity but we do not know what happened after that. I would say, the Father is on the threshold of the house beseeching each one to come in. We have spoken of forgiveness available for repenting sinners. We have spoken about the system of grace and the Holy Spirit available to us for the asking. Luke speaks about that in chapter 11, he says, “If therefore ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11: 13). We have spoken about the assembly and our eyes being opened to see the beauty of the assembly. This is one thing that I specially desire for every one of us here, to be like Lydia, “whose heart the Lord opened”. May the Lord open your heart to see the beauty of the assembly, the attractiveness of it in its devotion to Christ, its unselfish devotion to Christ. Do not miss your opportunity! Then to enjoy the truth of sonship and come into the gain and blessedness of where our inheritance is as believers in the Lord Jesus and as having the Holy Spirit. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Ormond Beach
24 December 2000 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 4:3-7 (JND) [3] And in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to Jehovah. [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering; [5] and upon Cain, and on his offering, he did not look. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. [6] And Jehovah said to Cain, Why art thou angry, and why is thy countenance fallen? [7] If thou doest well, will not [thy countenance] look up [with confidence]? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door; and unto thee [shall be] his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

Luke 7:40-47 (JND) [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most? [43] And Simon answering said, I suppose he to whom he forgave the most. And he said to him, Thou hast rightly judged. [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little.

Luke 15:28-32 (JND) [28] But he became angry and would not go in. And his father went out and besought him. [29] But he answering said to his father, Behold, so many years I serve thee, and never have I transgressed a commandment of thine; and to me hast thou never given a kid that I might make merry with my friends: [30] but when this thy son, who has devoured thy substance with harlots, is come, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. [31] But he said to him, Child, *thou* art ever with me, and all that is mine is thine. [32] But it was right to make merry and rejoice, because this thy brother was dead and has come to life again, and was lost and has been found.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Genesis 16:7 (JND) [7] And the Angel of Jehovah found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Jeremiah 48:11 (JND) [11] Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and hath settled on his lees; he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste hath remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

Genesis 49:23 (JND) [23] The archers have provoked him, And shot at, and hated him;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

Acts 16:14 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Galatians 4:7 (JND) [7] So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:17 (JND) [17] And if children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christ's joint heirs; if indeed we suffer with [him], that we may also be glorified with [him].

Luke 11:13 (JND) [13] If therefore *ye*, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give [the] Holy Spirit to them that ask him?



ASSEMBLY MATERIAL

D. M. Welch 

Mark 1: 1, 15; Luke 10: 8, 9; 16: 16; 1 Peter 4: 1, 2 

I was impressed while our brother was speaking of the way the whole matter opens up in Matthew 16. The Lord refers to Himself first of all at the end of verse 13, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” And then the question is brought to the disciples, and Peter answers according to the revelation from the Father Himself. He does not say, ‘The Son of man’, although the same Person, but “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. As our brother was bringing before us the exercise to correspond with a life that the Father would have in the revelation of a wonderful relationship, we noticed that the Lord began again with Himself, not as Son of the living God, but as the Son of man. He mentions at the end of that portion that “the Son of man is about to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will render to each according to his doings”, Matthew 16: 27. While Matthew is the assembly gospel, it is also the kingdom gospel. The thing is opened up morally for us in Luke’s gospel, and that is why I read from Luke. At the outset of the Lord’s ministry “the glad tidings of the kingdom of God” were essential. This essential feature was seen even with the apostle Paul in his recorded life history as in his own hired lodging when he preached the kingdom of God. This was at the end of his life. We may wonder about things being recovered as they have been, and yet decline coming back in at the end of the dispensation. Beloved brethren, maybe we have not laid hold as we should have done, with exercise, what is essential as to assembly material. 

In Mark’s gospel it starts out immediately, “Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God”, and in verse 15 it says, “the kingdom of God has drawn nigh”, and then in Luke when the seventy were sent out by the Lord Himself, “into whatsoever city ye may enter and they receive you ... heal the sick”, and so on; the kingdom of God had drawn nigh to them. In Mark there is an immediate reference to the kingdom of God relating to the glad tidings concerning the Son of God. Most of His ministry in the synoptic gospels was along that line, having to do with the kingdom of God, and there was a reason for that. If we think about it morally it is the same reason that prevails today and it should prevail with us. With the light of Christ and the assembly in which the Father had His part (Matthew 16) grace, and the relationship of grace, are in view, yet it would be essential for us to be rightly in the kingdom. 

If the knowledge of Christ and the assembly continue, persons are to be formed as suitable material for the assembly, and be exercised that the light would, have an answering effect on their walk. In our walk individually we are responsible to proceed in the path of righteousness and thereby provide material so that our life, as having the light of Christ and the assembly, can be enjoyed, and there can be an answer to that light in our souls. 

Things may just become a ritual or a formality, saying a lot of things in our readings without much foundation as to our part in the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is a protected area, it protects something; it protects ourselves and our households and it protects the assembly which is the metropolitan area of the kingdom. 

So Mark starts out that way. The preponderance of the Lord’s ministry, as I have said, was along the line of attracting persons into the kingdom of God. We know that everything is set out in the Lord Jesus Himself, the kingdom was resident in Himself. When it says, “the kingdom of God has drawn nigh”, that was in the person of Christ. But these seventy in Luke went out and they were to have power. Luke’s gospel teaches us the moral side of things, so that has come down to the very day in which we are. None of the things characterising the works of the enemy in the kingdoms of men are to have power over us, but we are to have power over such. The reason for the power of the kingdom is that we might answer to God’s mind regarding the great light out of heaven. If there is not assembly material, we might think to take up a right position and say many wonderful things, and even learn intellectually from the ministry. Yet assembly light may become routine if our wills are not set for the assembly and if the kingdom is not established morally in our own souls. 

So with the seventy in Luke 10 the kingdom was to be in themselves and the kingdom is to be in us. This leads to the portion in Luke 16 which is very interesting. You may have wondered, as I have before, as to the meaning of this. It says, “from that time the glad tidings of the kingdom of God are announced, and every 

one forces his way into it”. Matthew’s gospel says, “the kingdom of the heavens is taken by violence”, (Matthew 11: 12). Militarily persons are set to engage the enemy to protect the homeland and to protect a kingdom, so that the activities within a kingdom can go on unhindered and without harassment. I think that is the point here. If we are to deny ourselves and take up our cross as we have heard already from Matthew 16, then there has to be a certain amount of violence that we do in regard to protecting the assembly. That is kingdom warfare and that requires violence on the flesh. There cannot really be assembly material with persons being set and minded for the complete and full revelation of God, including the Father, the Son and the Spirit, and all that belongs to the assembly, unless we do violence to the flesh. Otherwise, beloved brethren, what we will do is arrange things in our circumstances to suit ourselves, and when we do that we are not doing violence to the flesh, we are not forcing our way into the kingdom. And this has many indicators. I may speak about these things but if I have not experience in the kingdom myself, there will be indicators, and the mind of the flesh will show itself. We may continue to come to meetings or some of the meetings and take part, but good material morally may not be there. If the foundation is not there, the kingdom of God in our souls, where we have denied ourselves and taken up our cross and entered into the kingdom, forced our way into it, then this great light out of heaven, which appeared to Paul and has been brought down to ourselves, will not be protected rightly. 

The Lord Jesus as the perfect model sets it all out in Himself. The devil showed Him the kingdoms of this world; He said they can all be yours, everything can be yours, if you do certain things. Peter may have been tending toward that himself when he said to the Lord in Matthew 16, “God be favourable to thee, Lord” (Matthew 16: 22) when the Lord spoke of His sufferings. The Lord had to answer the character of that comment, “Get away behind me. Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men” (Matthew 16: 23). This is what the Lord is looking for, minding the things that are of God. I believe this with all my heart in these days. If we are not kingdom persons we cannot really be assembly persons. We have to force our way into the kingdom and do violence to the flesh to keep it down, so that the mind of God and the will of God become our only motive. Then, all of the arrangements in our circumstances will be in relation to God’s mind and will. So Peter, with the experience that he had of his failures and with the light that he had, was given the keys to the kingdom. He was not given the keys to the assembly, even though he was given a revelation of the assembly and how Christ would build the assembly. Peter especially can write to us about the kingdom. 

In 1 Peter 4 he sets out the Lord Jesus as the One who suffered for us in the flesh, and says, “do ye also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in the flesh has done with sin, no longer to live the rest of his time in the flesh to men’s lusts, but to God’s will”. I wonder how willing we are for this. How willing are we really for these things? and I speak to myself in this. He says, “arm yourselves”, that is a military term, “arm yourselves with the same mind”, to suffer, to deny ourselves, and take up our cross and be done with sin. Romans 6 is a very important chapter and it has to do with the kingdom, “our old man has been crucified with him” (Romans 6: 6). Have we come to that kind of judgment of our old man as having had our part in the collective world that proceeds in the external sin system? If we armed ourselves to have that kind of judgment on what is collective in the world system, the sin system, we would have more experience in the kingdom of God. Romans 6 goes on to say, “reckon”, that is the reckoning of faith, “So also ye, reckon yourselves dead to sin” (Romans 6: 11). That is not indwelling sin but the external worldly system that proceeds apart from God, even the religious side of it as characterised by man’s mind and human sentiment. “So also ye, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus”. This is always a continual exercise. 

If we say that God has brought everything out and given it to be in our hands and for our minds, the light of the kingdom is to be appreciated. If it is not we cannot proceed in right principle or with any order. We have light and know what we speak of, but then the corresponding exercise is to provide material morally that supports that great light. And for that I believe military action is required to force ourselves into the kingdom, and not allow the mind of the flesh and the activities of man to in any way influence, motivate or arrange us in our circumstances. We are to arrange everything around the assembly calendar and the life of the brethren, Christ and the assembly. Everything revolves around that. It says, “If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them”, John 13: 17. In John’s epistle it says, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, 1 John 3: 14. If this is our life, then we are willing to lay down our lives for the brethren. It means our lives have taken a different turn. The kingdom of God is to be resident in ourselves so that there can be material to protect the light of Christ and the assembly. In this way there will be some correspondence to Him and testimony to the end. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton, 3 October 2000 

EXTRACTS 

The apostle resumes the thread of his instructions, by taking up—as he does in all his epistles—the moral consequences of his doctrine. He places the believer at the outset on the ground of God’s mercy, which he had fully developed already. The principle of grace that saves had been established as the basis of salvation. The ground of all Christian morality is now laid in this fundamental principle—to present our bodies as a sacrifice, living, holy acceptable to God—an intelligent service, not that of the hands, not consisting in ceremonies which the body could perform—a simple but deep-reaching and all-efficacious principle. This was for man personally. As to his outward relationships, he was not to be conformed to the world. Neither was this to be an outside mechanical non-conformity, but the result of being renewed in mind, so as to seek for and discern the will of God, good and acceptable and perfect; the life being thus transformed. 

This connects itself with the end of Romans 6. It is not those sitting in heavenly places, imitators of God as dear children, but men on earth set free by the delivering power of redemption and grace, yielding themselves up to God to do His will. The exhortation follows the character we have seen to be that of the epistle. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol. 4, Romans 12, pp.147, 148) 

JT  But the thought of eternal life goes back further than Abraham, “in hope of eternal life which God that cannot lie promised before the world began”. 

FER  God had all His ways before Him. God was not taken aback by sin. Sin came in, but sin existed even before the world; the devil sins from the outset. God put the first man on the scene first, but His purposes were in Christ before the first man. God had everything before Him. It is a mistake to suppose that He brought in Christ as a remedy. When the responsible man had failed God brought in the Man of His purpose; but all His ways and purposes were ever before Him. Eternal life was not an afterthought with God, though it has now come out in contrast to death which came in by sin. 

F. E. Raven (New Series Vol. 12, p.414) 
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Scripture references

Mark 1:1-15 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God; [2] as it is written in [Isaiah] the prophet, Behold, *I* send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way. [3] Voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare the way of [the] Lord, make his paths straight. [4] There came John baptising in the wilderness, and preaching [the] baptism of repentance for remission of sins. [5] And there went out to him all the district of Judaea, and all they of Jerusalem, and were baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] And John was clothed in camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins, and ate locusts and wild honey. [7] And he preached, saying, There comes he that is mightier than I after me, the thong of whose sandals I am not fit to stoop down and unloose. [8] *I* indeed have baptised you with water, but *he* shall baptise you with [the] Holy Spirit. [9] And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptised by John at the Jordan. [10] And straightway going up from the water, he saw the heavens parting asunder, and the Spirit, as a dove, descending upon him. [11] And there came a voice out of the heavens: *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. [12] And immediately the Spirit drives him out into the wilderness. …

Luke 10:8-9 (JND) [8] And into whatsoever city ye may enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you, [9] and heal the sick in it, and say to them, The kingdom of God is come nigh to you.

Luke 16:16 (JND) [16] The law and the prophets [were] until John: from that time the glad tidings of the kingdom of God are announced, and every one forces his way into it.

1 Peter 4:1-2 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin, [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16:27 (JND) [27] For the Son of man is about to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will render to each according to his doings.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Matthew 11:12 (JND) [12] But from the days of John the baptist until now, the kingdom of the heavens is taken by violence, and [the] violent seize on it.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16:22 (JND) [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee.

Matthew 16:23 (JND) [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men.

1 Peter 4 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin, [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will. [3] For the time past [is] sufficient [for us] to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-drinking, revels, drinkings, and unhallowed idolatries. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:6 (JND) [6] knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:11 (JND) [11] So also *ye*, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

1 John 3:14 (JND) [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …
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