
Notes of Ministry - 300 - November 1997

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






VESSELS SERVICEABLE TO THE MASTER

R. Taylor 

Romans 9: 22–24; 2 Timothy 2: 19–23; Ezra 8: 31–34; Nehemiah 12: 31–41, 43 

I seek the Lord’s help on this occasion to say something about being serviceable to the Master. I believe the Lord would say today to every believer, The Lord has need of you. He would leave a sense of that on our spirits from this occasion. That is why He went to the cross; to remove the liability of our sins; He took them all away because He has need of us. 

To the very youngest we would say, He needs you. You may say, What can I do? The Lord would address that word to each of us at this moment. The cost was so great because He has wonderful things in mind for you. He has need of you to swell the great praise of glory and response to God, and He has need of you too in the testimony. 

In the first scripture he speaks of us as “vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory”. A great wealth has gone into your history. You may think you have just been born on such a day, you have lived so many years, but there is a lot more than that in God’s thoughts about you. It says here, “that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory”. What a sense to get into your soul that God has prepared you for glory. He has not prepared you for adorning this scene and all that man speaks of as glory. You notice that word between the commas, “us”; it means you and me. He has prepared us for glory. You say, Where is it? The God who has put so much thought into the preparation is not going to stop short of reaching His end. It speaks also of Him bringing many sons to glory. You may wonder when you look abroad and see the weakness and the confusion that exists, but God is bringing many sons to glory. O, how it would lift our thoughts and our sights at this time! It says, “that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy”. What a treasure there is in these vessels! There was nothing in them to warrant it, but there they are, the precious products of His love. 

I trust every one of us in this room has some sense that God has called us. He has called us from the circumstances in which we were so that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy. He wants to fill these vessels; He is filling them, and He has prepared them for glory. He has called them not only from among the Jews but also from among the nations. In previous times it was just the Jews who were called, but now through the great work of Christ in redemption, what has been effectuated in the shedding of His blood. His resurrection and going into heaven, God has come out in all the wealth of His love with His hands outstretched to bless. The call is going out universally, for persons to come into the wealth and blessedness of what God is securing in these vessels, preparing them for glory. He is not going to fall short, He is not going to be robbed of His thoughts, and that is why 2 Timothy 2 comes in. 

Paul had written in 1 Timothy about the normal relations of God dwelling with His people in His house, but in 2 Timothy he does not speak like that exactly. There has been great confusion but, as soon as it came in, God provided and showed a way through it that vessels may still be serviceable to the Master. The vessels in Ezra and Nehemiah were carried away into captivity, and they awaited the time when God would bring them out of it, and He did bring them out of it as we shall see. 

Here, immediately the breakdown came in, God showed in His grace, that He had not changed His thoughts about these vessels of mercy being prepared for glory, and He showed us a way that the vessels may still be serviceable, “he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”. O that I could stir in all our hearts afresh today a desire to be serviceable to the Master! The Lord has need of you. Is He not worthy of our response, of our service? We cannot plead the breakdown for being unserviceable when He has shown us a way through it, but He would appeal to our hearts that we may be serviceable in the midst of it. We cannot get out of it completely, but He has shown us a way through it, however dark a day it may be, and however great the confusion, and that way, beloved, is going forth to Him without the camp bearing His reproach. 

How sad the breakdown of Christendom is. I suppose we feel those sorrows every day; the sorrows of what there is in the public profession; the sorrows of what men say of Christ and yet profess His name. Yet God would have us serviceable to the Master. One great feature is that we might come to love the Master. What a Master He is who has bought us! He would command our affections; that would be the first great feature of being serviceable, that we love the Master. How beautifully these words, uttered in the last dispensation, have run through this dispensation, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. We hear them often, referring typically to Christ, the true Hebrew bondman, who took the position of being serviceable to His Master. What service He rendered and renders still in all His priestly grace. He has gone into heaven, and He is engaged in service there, sustaining us in His grace and love, that we may, in our measure be serviceable to our Master. He has shown us the way, a way of suffering for Him as He took His place in the likeness of men, in these circumstances that we are in. Satan tried to take Him out of them. 

Think of Jesus in the temptations as He says, “Man shall not live by bread alone”, Matthew 4: 4. When Satan proposed the glory without the suffering in the way He spoke to the 

Lord, there He is meeting Satan with the word of God. He would undertake the pathway of suffering to be serviceable. 

What a model for us as we come to these times that we are in. It says, “Yet the firm foundation of God stands”, that will never break down. The foundation is in Christ; it is in the counsels of God’s love and whatever comes into the dispensation today or in the future, the firm foundation of God stands. Then it says, “The Lord knows those that are his”. You can rest on that for all believers. Our sorrow is that we do not know them all. If things were normal we should know every believer in the towns we live in, but things are not normal, yet the Lord knows. We have to leave that and I trust we speak to Him in prayer like that about certain that we know, He knows. Their ways may have become wayward, they may have turned into their own way, but “The Lord knows those that are his”. It is a comfort for our souls that we can leave persons with the Lord. We may over-estimate some of them at times, we cannot just take persons for granted, but the Lord knows. 

The word to us is, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. It is the way to be serviceable. So many try, and are alas still trying, staying in those conditions to help others there, but that is not the way the Lord seems to dictate, because this section is a command. It is a warranty too for being serviceable to the Master—“Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. Well, we cannot name the name of the Lord and abide in the confusion. But as naming it, sometimes they will put you out, and that is salvation too. The man in John 9, in some sense named the name of the Lord and they put him out; that had to do with his salvation. You cannot have the name of the Lord and iniquity, these things hinder us being serviceable; but it has happened and is still happening; there are vessels of mercy who are the Lord’s, but they have become unserviceable through remaining in iniquitous surroundings. So if we are going to be serviceable it requires that we separate. 

There is a great system that professes the name of Christ, and yet persons in the hierarchy deny the deity of Christ. That is systematised error, and it is iniquitous. How I long that persons who are real believers in these systems, when they hear such things would leave them. It is the only way, but there they are, drawn in and held trying to help others. But that is not the way to be serviceable. It says here the way to be serviceable is to “withdraw from iniquity”. Then it says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them”. How can I live in those circumstances where Christ is denied and keep myself pure? We can see that in these systems they take on language that is no longer suited to vessels of mercy; they begin to adorn themselves, and promote man in the house of God. 

So the only way to be clear of it is, as it says here, “in separating himself ... he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”. O, would you not like to be serviceable to the Master? It applies to my daily pathway. Am I prepared, in affection for the Master, to keep myself serviceable? 

The Lord has need of you. He has some wonderful things in mind for these vessels. How can a vessel that is ensnared in the systems of men be a testimony to His love and grace? How can a vessel that the Lord would employ in praise to His God and Father be ensnared? How could it be serviceable to Him if ensnared in these things that have come into the profession? 

He would have us to be sanctified, serviceable for every good work. We have to do this individually. For most of us, our fathers went through the sorrows and pressures in the deep exercises of these things. Others have laboured and we have entered into their labours (John 4: 38). There are men who went before us whom we would speak of with great affection, who showed us the way through the confusion. There were persons who clearly interpreted some of these things for us, and took on themselves the sufferings and reproach. I know an old lady who, when she was a girl of seventeen, left the established church, and her parents put her out of the house. Others have laboured and we have entered into their labours. 

The ground is open to you, dear brother, dear sister, it has not been easily won. You say there is a great deal of reproach on us, but others have shown us the way to come into assembly circumstances, and to know assembly relations. For them it involved a great deal of suffering and reproach, but there is still reproach to be taken on, in our daily path and in our exercises, in separating ourselves so as to be vessels, “serviceable to the Master”. Then it says, “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. The persons who are going to be serviceable to the Master identify themselves by calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart. What a door He opens for us as we call upon Him out of a pure heart. 

So earlier in the chapter it speaks about the soldier seeking to please Him that has enlisted him. The Lord has enlisted and called you in saying He has need of you. He has shown us the way through the confusion, and now He would call upon us to please Him who has enlisted us. That is the way through these exercises that we may be serviceable to the Master. There are certain places that are out of bounds to soldiers, certain places they cannot go into, as Paul says, “No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life” (2 Timothy 2: 4). 

A soldier is a very definite calling, he does not entangle himself with politics, and other things, in order that “he may please him who has enlisted him”. He has enlisted us, dear brethren. He has called us as vessels of mercy into this great realm before prepared for glory. 

He would have us to be free in it and to enter into the blessedness of the way through the confusion to be serviceable to the Master. There is the way to be serviceable in testimony, and there is also the way that He would employ us as serviceable in His praise. 

The vessels in Ezra had been led away into captivity through their unfaithfulness; that is how the breakdown has come in in our time too through our unfaithfulness. Whereas in Ezra God waited some time to show them the way back, in our day God has shown us immediately a way through the breakdown. I read these verses to show the glory of what comes back. It says, “the vessels were weighed ... the whole by number and by weight; and all the weight was written down at that time”. How pleasing that must have been to heaven. What did it mean? I think it meant there were none missing. You say, What toll the breakdown has taken! 

What toll the captivity must have taken, but in the process of coming back it says they came to Jerusalem. That is where the separation of 2 Timothy brings us; it leads us on to assembly ground, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. It brings us into an area of singing, an area of blessing. What sorrow they must have known in the captivity, and what journeys they must have taken, it says here, “we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days”. I think of their spirits rising as they came to that beloved city. What history attached to that city, all the time they had been in captivity they were thinking of Jerusalem. 

Think of them coming through the breakdown, separating themselves, going through these exercises, and as they came to Jerusalem their hearts would be filled with God’s thoughts about Jerusalem. Here they are, in principle, “with those that call on the Lord”; they come to this area of divine purpose and blessing. God had said about it that it would be the joy of the whole earth, and there it was, it had been in ruins. But the vessels are brought through, “the gold and the vessels were weighed in the house of our God”. What a weight attached to them, not only that they were numbered, but they were weighed. I think they became more precious as coming through the breakdown. As taking up these exercises in Timothy, the vessels take on weight and capacity that they never had before. In the saints who have gone through those deep exercises and sorrows, you see vessels of weight; they are no longer only numbered. Maybe you are numbered among the saints; thank God for it, it is a fine thing. But they were not only numbered, they were weighed. What joy there must have been as these vessels were put on the scales. Maybe in Babylon they had been abused, but they still retained their glory and all the weight was written down. They represent persons of substance secured for the house of God, vessels of mercy prepared for glory. 

What a time it was in Nehemiah when he brought up these two great choirs. We did not read the earlier verses which show the way they came, from the plain of the Jordan and from Beth-Gilgal (Nehemiah 12: 28, 29). They came through these exercises we have spoken of in separating themselves from them, typically, to see that the death of Christ could not allow them to remain in confused circumstances. They came from Beth-Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba, and they began to sing. They had hung their harps upon the willows earlier. We know these exercises in ourselves. There was a time when they could not sing because of the pressure and sorrows, but as vessels of mercy, coming into Jerusalem they were beginning to sing. So it says that Nehemiah “brought up the princes of Judah”. See how they are taking on royalty now instead of being spoiled in man’s systems. Here they are taking on dignity, “the princes of Judah upon the wall ... two great choirs”. There is wonderful detail and wealth in these scriptures of the ways that the choirs went, typifying the exercises they had gone through, in having to rebuild things, the exercises involved in the dung-gate, the sheep-gate, and the prison-gate. All these things speak volumes as we allow the Spirit to open them up to us. 

What I had in mind is that they come here with the musical instruments of David the man of God. These had not become damaged; they are there, great instruments of music. David spoke about the instruments of music which he had made. I suppose most of them were stringed instruments, and the strings had been tightened as they came that way by the Jordan and by Gilgal. In our day, as we come by 2 Timothy 2, the strings are tightened, and how sweet the note becomes. 

That is true, dear brethren, among the saints of God today. Have you not heard it? As you hear someone who has gone through these sorrows speaking to the Father of His love and grace, how sweet the note! It is not here singing from the hymn book or prayer book, it is the musical instruments of David, the man of God. I say in passing it is the only reference to David being a man of God; he is a man of God for his music, not because he slew Goliath, great thing as that was. The great point of Christ and His service is that there may be these instruments to sing the praises of God. May we, dear brethren, be serviceable to the Master, with our strings tightened so that the praises and the music may ascend in all their sweetness and glory. Then it says, “they went up by the stairs of the city of David”. 

One thing that strikes you about these recoveries is that they did not try to put new names to things, they kept to the names that were there before. Today they are bringing new names into things, saying, That is only Paul we do not need to go by that. But these persons in the recovery they went by the principles that God had laid down. Then too it says, “they stood still in the prison-gate”. What thoughts must have been in their minds as they stood still in the prison-gate. Maybe they would be thinking of those they had left, still in prison. Christ went that way, the way of the prison, to open the way so that musical instruments may be formed, and that they may be responsive to His touch. So it says, “both choirs stood in the house of God”. That is the great end, the house of God. In 2 Timothy 2 there is the great house, a place of confusion, but here it is back to the original principle, they “stood in the house of God”. It says, “also the women and the children rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off”. 

They appointed singers and door-keepers; they were watchful that the breakdown should not intrude. It is very striking that the singers were first. I think it is the singers who are the door-keepers. If you do not know how to sing you will never know how to keep the door, because you let in the wrong notes. The singers and the door-keepers are there to serve in the great system of praise that we have been called to, and in which we are to be serviceable to the Master. Now may we have a clear view, dear brethren, that being serviceable to the Master truly involves the separation we speak of in 2 Timothy 2, but the great end in view is that we may be available as instruments of music so that the praise of God may be secured in the house of God. Soon it will be in His own environment in heaven above, but now it is that the character and features of the house of God are here at the present time, and that God is praised by these instruments. May it be so increasingly with each one of us, as serviceable to the Master for His praise. 

Address at Brechin
8 March 1997 

 


Scripture references

Romans 9:22-24 (JND) [22] And if God, minded to shew his wrath and to make his power known, endured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath fitted for destruction; [23] and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory, [24] us, whom he has also called, not only from amongst [the] Jews, but also from amongst [the] nations?

2 Timothy 2:19-23 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. [23] But foolish and senseless questionings avoid, knowing that they beget contentions.

Ezra 8:31-34 (JND) [31] And we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth of the first month, to go to Jerusalem; and the hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way. [32] And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days. [33] And on the fourth day the silver and the gold and the vessels were weighed in the house of our God into the hand of Meremoth the son of Urijah the priest; and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and with them were Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, Levites: [34] the whole by number and by weight; and all the weight was written down at that time.

Nehemiah 12:31-43 (JND) [31] And I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great choirs and processions, on the right hand upon the wall towards the dung-gate. [32] And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, [33] and Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, [34] Judah and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, [35] and [certain] of the priests' sons with trumpets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph; [36] and his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azareel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God; and Ezra the scribe before them. [37] And at the fountain-gate, and over against them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, even to the water-gate eastward. [38] And the second choir went in the opposite direction upon the wall, and I after them, and the half of the people, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even to the broad wall; [39] and from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the gate of the old [wall], and above the fish-gate, and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even to the sheep-gate; and they stood still in the prison-gate. [40] And both choirs stood in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me; [41] and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, Hananiah, with trumpets; [42] and Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud; and Jizrahiah was their overseer. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 4:38 (JND) [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

2 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

Nehemiah 12:28-29 (JND) [28] And the children of the singers were assembled, both from the plain [of Jordan] round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of the Netophathites, [29] also from Beth-Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves hamlets round about Jerusalem.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



FAITHFULNESS IN THE SAINTS

H. Jensen 

Colossians 1: 1–5 (to “heavens”); Ephesians 1: 1, 2; Matthew 25: 20–23; 24: 45–47; Psalm 37: 1–4; 119: 30–32 

What I have read of, beloved brethren, is connected with faithfulness in ourselves, faithfulness in the saints, as a result of our appreciating the faithfulness of God. We have been considering God’s faithfulness, firstly to us individually, and then in relation to His creature man. We also spoke of the faithfulness of God in relation to His promises, how He has fulfilled them all, and His 

faithfulness in relation to the assembly. Then we considered the faithfulness of Christ, the way He cannot deny Himself, how He continues on in perfect faithfulness in every way, both to God in His wondrous place as High Priest, and toward us, interceding for us. All these things, I believe, would attract our hearts and stimulate us to seek to be faithful ourselves as His people; He is looking for that, for faithful persons. Paul was looking for that too when he said to Timothy, “the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men”, 2 Timothy 2: 2. Can we be among them? If Paul were alive today, would he look to me as one who was a faithful man to whom he could entrust things? The Lord is looking for that, and it has been, no doubt, something that the Lord has sought out in every generation throughout the whole dispensation. We have spoken of generations, and it is most wonderful to think of the fact that in every generation since the beginning of the dispensation there have been faithful persons, faithful men and faithful women. 

We read in Revelation briefly about faithful persons, one of them being faithful unto death. 

What a remarkable matter that was. Antipas “my faithful witness”, Revelation 2: 13. Think of what the Lord felt in relation to such persons in earlier days of church history! There have been faithful persons in the history of the testimony who were prepared to be martyred for Christ in their faithfulness. What it must mean to the Lord Jesus when persons have suffered in a similar way to the way He suffered at the hands of men! They suffered for righteousness, suffered because they stood for Christ like Antipas must have done. So the exhortation that the Lord would give today is, “Be thou faithful unto death”, Revelation 2: 10. What a test that would be! But if it came down to it in my life and yours, that we were facing death to maintain the truth, or to hold the light that has been given us, could we be faithful unto death? 

What a challenge that is! Yet I think we need to be encouraged that there are faithful persons in our time, thank God for 

that, even faithful unto death. 

Paul could write to these Colossians as “holy and faithful brethren in Christ which are in Colosse”. That is in a locality, in a certain place where there were “holy and faithful brethren in Christ “. How fine that was for Paul to consider the saints in that way. We can think of that in relation to so many localities where we have links of fellowship, that the brethren in those localities, like Colosse, are “holy and faithful brethren in Christ”. The apostle along with Timothy, in writing to them, could say, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”. That is, he would love to see the favour and blessing of God’s grace and peace among them as those who were faithful in Christ. Thank God there are many localities at the present time, some with so few in them (few in this locality really in comparison to the numbers that could be here in this place), and yet, I think, brethren can take courage that the Lord is looking on and regarding them as holy and faithful brethren in Christ. Think of the Lord Jesus, you might say, breathing this out through the apostle. This is the word of God, is it not? Therefore it is the way Jesus felt about those beloved saints in Colosse. It is the way He feels about the brethren in Denton, and the brethren in Indianapolis, and the brethren in Los Angeles, and the brethren in so many places. 

Then he goes on to say, “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually when praying for you”. I think that shows the faithfulness on the part of the apostle Paul in prayer for the saints. How faithful he was in so many ways in service to the Lord Jesus, but also faithful in prayer. He speaks so much about his prayers in the epistles that he wrote; how he must have been such a praying man all the time, praying for the saints, and at the same time thanking God for them. We can do that. I think God must take great delight in His people as a praying people, a dependent people, who at the same time are thanking God for one 

another, thanking God for those who have been faithful and are maintaining holiness and faithfulness in Christ. 

Then he speaks about what he had heard about them, “having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens”. Paul loves to speak of those three elements that relate to our lives here in the testimony—faith, love, and hope. He refers to them in Corinthians, where he says, they abide at the present time. Hope and faith will be done away but love will go on eternally. 

Here he laboured to commend them in Colosse because these things were features of the saints—“having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens”. How wonderful it is that we have a recourse to God about the saints all the time. We can pray at any time and give thanks for the saints. Can we be like Paul? What a test that is. Can I be in any way like the apostle Paul, and be thinking of the saints in this way and praying for them and giving thanks for them? 

He speaks similarly of the beloved brethren at Ephesus. He says, “Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God’s will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ”. How highly he regarded these beloved saints at Ephesus as well as those in Colosse. What depths of truth he was able to bring out in this epistle to the Ephesians as he had in Colossians. Last week at Ormond Beach we were greatly struck by the glory of the truth concerning the Person of Christ in Colossians, and the fulness of the truth of the assembly that Paul brought out in Ephesians. 

How wonderful that is, because he realised that faithful believers were ready to receive the fullness of the ministry that he had for them. So he brings out the greatness of what God had in view for the saints in Ephesus, the richest ministry, the deepest truth, because 

there were saints and faithful brethren in Christ Jesus who were ready to receive these things. 

We can be among such, and the Lord is looking for that. It is a wonderful thing that in our day the richness of what has been brought out in the ministry is available to us. I believe it is because the Lord regards faithful persons as receptacles, vessels, that can take in what He is ready to give us in the richness of the present time. I refer to these collective settings where the saints are. That is, persons who have been called of God and clothed with this dignity. 

How fine it is to think of our brethren in this way, to view them as saints, even when difficulties are being faced. I was impressed recently, when the Lord was pleased to take our beloved sister in Los Angeles, that a saint had been taken. The Lord says through the psalmist, “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”, Psalm 116: 15. How dignified such persons are! 

I read in Matthew because it comes down to individuals, and the Lord is speaking about faithful bondmen; He was undoubtedly bringing this forward because He knew He was soon to leave them. He said earlier, “For it is as if a man going away out of a country called his own bondmen and delivered to them his substance” (Matthew 25: 14). The Lord had in view that He was about to leave them, and all the while He was here He was delivering substance to His disciples. The question would be when He was gone, What would they do with that substance? That is the question for each of us; the Lord has given us each something. “God has dealt to each a measure of faith” it says (Romans 12: 3). Each one has received a measure of faith. In Ephesians it says, “to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”; Ephesians 4: 7. Each of us has received from the Lord a measure. In this first case he was given five talents, a very great measure, and what would he have when the Lord came again is the question. When he returned this bondman had five additional talents. What had he done with them? He 

had been out working and trading with them; it was not just interest on the money, he had doubled the money. If I could double what the Lord has first given me in my life, how fine that would be. So he presents them to the Lord, and the Lord says to him, “Well, good and faithful bondman”. What an encouragement to think of the Lord taking account of what each of us has produced and brought forward; He will do that in a day to come with every one. 

Would it not be wonderful if I could bring to Him five talents or two talents, and say, ‘Lord, I have increased it by that much’? His word is, “Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things—enter thou into the joy of thy lord”. 

We have not all been given the same measure. We know that there are certain ones who have a far larger measure and the Lord expects more from them. But the measure that He has given me, can I double it and bring it back to Him in fruitfulness as a result of trading and working with it, and have it available for Him in the end? He says the same thing to the one with two talents, “Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things—enter thou into the joy of thy lord”. It would be wonderful to receive this kind of appreciation on the part of the Lord, and to enter into His joy. What joy He has in relation to the things that He is upholding at the present time for God, and we shall enter into that fully in a day to come. We can touch it now, can we not? Yet how vast the horizon will be when He says this to His own, “enter into the joy of thy lord”. What joy He has in the things He is upholding for God. We think of the Lord as a Man of sorrows when He was here, but He is a Man of joy now in relation to all that has been brought to pass through His work, and all that is centred in Him now in glory. 

I read in Matthew 24 because the Lord raises the question here, “Who then is the faithful and prudent bondman whom his lord has set over his household, to 

give them food in season?” He is speaking to the disciples, of course, because they were set over His household. That is the way the Lord left the disciples as set over His household, but they are gone. So the question is, Who will serve like these beloved disciples were expected to serve, giving food in season to His household? I think the Lord is looking for that in every locality, looking for persons who are dedicating themselves to providing food in His household. I have been struck by Mr. Taylor’s letters that he often refers to that very matter, just providing food for the household, meaning God’s household. It was something that undoubtedly was motivation in service all the time, and I think the Lord is looking for that from each of us. These are bondmen, but bondwomen can do the same. They can provide food in the household; that is they bring in something that will be for the benefit of the saints, for building them up, for nourishing them. Cherishing and nourishing, that is what the Lord is at, and He would do that through one and another. “Who”, He says, it is a question, “Who then is the faithful and prudent bondman?” Prudent means that there is wisdom in relation to what is said and done and brought in, and that often is a test to us. Am I prudent in what I might bring in? Is it going to feed the saints? 

Then it says, “Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing thus”. It involves the line of endurance. Blessed is he if he keeps on doing that until the Lord comes and the Lord finds him doing that. Let us dedicate ourselves to that, beloved brethren, to see that the household of God is provided for in the way of spiritual food and nourishment. It means that I have to take time to contemplate the things of God, take time to read the Scriptures and meditate over them, and look for the treasures that are in them, so that they can be brought out among the saints. If the Lord gives you something be sure to bring it out; that is a very important matter too as some persons hold back and do not bring out what the Lord has given them at times. 

Mr. Taylor often exhorted the brethren to do that. If the Lord has given you something, do not be selfish and hold it to yourself; He would say, Bring it out. 

I read in the Psalms because I think it is a very striking word that David uses, to feed on faithfulness. First he says, in verse 1, “Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, and be not envious of them that work unrighteousness”. We see that all around us. There is a tendency for us to wonder about things that go on among men around us. Even in Christendom, where we know there are many believers, it becomes appalling at times as to things that are allowed to go on. Sometimes unrighteous persons seem to prosper; that is another thing that comes out in the Scriptures. You wonder how unrighteous persons can get ahead and prosper, but the psalmist says, “Fret not thyself” because of them; have confidence in God that He will see to their end as they will be cut off like grass. How often you can see that if you observe men, sometimes suddenly they are cut off and you wonder about it; but it is just a fulfilment of a scripture like this, when that takes place. The exhortation for us is to confide in Jehovah—

“Confide in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness”; the footnote says, ‘give thyself to’. It is like what Paul said to Timothy, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”, 1 Timothy 4: 15. That is the exhortation we could take out of this scripture, to feed on faithfulness. Feed on the faithfulness of God; feed on the faithfulness of Christ; feed on the faithfulness of the brethren too, holy and faithful brethren; feed so that I am built up myself and become a faithful person. Because what you feed on builds up your constitution. The kind of food we take in develops the kind of persons we become, and so feeding on faithfulness would help us to develop in faithfulness to God, and faithfulness to the saints. Then he says, “and he will give thee the desires of thy heart”. God will see that persons who feed on faithfulness receive the desires of their hearts. We can count on that as one of His promises. 

I finally read in Psalm 119, because I believe it indicates that faithfulness as a way of life can be chosen. He says, “I have chosen the way of faithfulness”; that is, I can make up my mind that I am going to do the things that are faithful to God. I am going to commit my life and my ways and my activities to serving faithfully, under the hand of the Spirit among the brethren, doing what good I can. There are so many opportunities for doing good among the people of God and around us too with those that we may come into contact with in our daily lives. 

Doing good among men is often a great testimony; and it is surely what the Lord Jesus was doing when He was here, doing good all the time. 

So he says, “I have chosen the way of faithfulness”; it means I can make up my mind to choose that as a way of life. This is something to keep before us that it is a matter of making decisions about things, and seeking to go a certain way in faithfulness to God. The casual and unconcerned way of life, neglecting the things of God, must be rejected. That is an easy way that has caused neutrality and compromise, and has resulted in an evil line of things among many Christians, because they are not dedicated to choosing the way of faithfulness to God. 

Let us be encouraged that we might choose this way. The psalmist says, “I cleave unto thy testimonies; Jehovah, let me not be ashamed”. Of course, that is the Spirit of Christ prophetically, because the Lord Jesus chose this way in manhood, always cleaving to the testimonies that related to God. So it is a question, Can I be like Jesus, choosing this way, to be faithful to God, and cleaving to the testimonies of God, not being ashamed of them? Then finally, “I will run the way of thy commandments”. Is that not a remarkable word? We have been exhorted to run the race with Him in view, and here it is, “I will run the way of thy commandments when thou shalt enlarge my heart”. I think it simply 

means that we are under the Lord’s direction, we are under His command in relation to the place we have in the testimony, and we are prepared to run that way. Others may be running another way, but how will I run? Let us run the race with Him in view and be under His commandments. May the Lord bless His word. 

Address at Denton
4 January 1997 

 


Scripture references

Colossians 1:1-5 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, [5] on account of the hope which [is] laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings,

Ephesians 1:1-2 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 25:20-23 (JND) [20] And he that had received the five talents came to [him] and brought five other talents, saying, [My] lord, thou deliveredst me five talents; behold, I have gained five other talents besides them. [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord. [22] And he also that had received the two talents came to [him] and said, [My] lord, thou deliveredst me two talents; behold, I have gained two other talents besides them. [23] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Matthew 24:45-47 (JND) [45] Who then is the faithful and prudent bondman whom his lord has set over his household, to give them food in season? [46] Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing thus. [47] Verily I say unto you, that he will set him over all his substance.

Psalms 37:1-4 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, and be not envious of them that work unrighteousness; [2] for they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and fade as the green herb. [3] Confide in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness; [4] and delight thyself in Jehovah, and he will give thee the desires of thy heart.

Psalms 119:30-32 (JND) [30] I have chosen the way of faithfulness; thy judgments have I set [before me]. [31] I cleave unto thy testimonies; Jehovah, let me not be ashamed. [32] I will run the way of thy commandments when thou shalt enlarge my heart.

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

Revelation 2:13 (JND) [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells.

Revelation 2:10 (JND) [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life.

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

Matthew 25:14 (JND) [14] For [it is] as [if] a man going away out of a country called his own bondmen and delivered to them his substance.

Romans 12:3 (JND) [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Ephesians 4:7 (JND) [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ.

Matthew 24 (JND) [1] And Jesus went forth and went away from the temple, and his disciples came to [him] to point out to him the buildings of the temple. [2] And he answering said to them, Do ye not see all these things? Verily I say to you, Not a stone shall be left here upon a stone which shall not be thrown down. [3] And as he was sitting upon the mount of Olives the disciples came to him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be, and what is the sign of thy coming and [the] completion of the age? …

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …



THE SHOULDER

R. S. Renton 

Luke 15: 5; Exodus 28: 12; Isaiah 9: 6 

We rightly associate the ‘shoulder’ with power, or the ability to sustain. Saul, according to 1 

Samuel 9, had every advantage including that Samuel instructed the cook to set the shoulder and what was on it for him to eat. This should have constitutionally given him power for kingship but, alas, it did not have this effect on him. We require to continue to feed on what would give us strength which would mean that we must give increased place to the Spirit of God, so that we are maintained in spiritual power and freshness while we await the Lord’s return. The reference in Luke 15 is to the shepherd’s own shoulders, and in Exodus 28 we read that Aaron the priest bore the names of the children of Israel on his two shoulders, and in Isaiah 9 the Lord Jesus will sustain the government on His one shoulder. Scripture is always perfectly accurate and as we read it in its context, we have an increased impression of the greatness of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As believers in our Lord Jesus, we are all recovered persons, and from the passage in Luke, we understand how valuable each believer is to the Lord, who is our Shepherd. He does not entrust His own to the greatest 

person, angel or archangel, but He lays each one, as the sheep in the parable on His own shoulders rejoicing. How secure and protected we are as we are brought on His own shoulders, not to the field, but to the house where there is the circle of affection and supreme joy. The One who has found the lost sheep has joy and the sympathetic company who share with Him in this joy. Our part in this is to be repenting to add to the merriment, “thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner”. 

The passage in Exodus emphasises the greatness of the people of God in that the high priest, employs his two shoulders, typifying our Lord Jesus as He bears us up before God. The shoulder pieces allude to the place we have as of the family of God. In Hebrews we read, 

“Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them. For such a high priest became us ...” (Hebrews 7: 25, 26). The expression “became us” indicates how great the persons are who are represented by that High Priest. The epistle to the Hebrews brings out the glory of Christ in His priestly service so that we are exhorted, “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”, Hebrews 4: 16. How could we continue in the path of the will of God without the intercessory service of our Lord Jesus who is always living to intercede for us? 

The scripture in Isaiah 9 refers to what will happen in the future and fills the hearts of the saints with deepest joy and admiration for the One we love, our Lord Jesus Christ. He is at the moment despised and rejected by men, but He is about to come again and take up His kingly rights. He is now at the right hand of God in His Father’s throne, but He will soon take His own throne when the government of the world to come will be sustained on His shoulder. 

How wonderful the fact that one shoulder is sufficient for this purpose! How great is 

our Lord Jesus! When that time comes believers on Him shall be with Him in glory, with bodies of glory, like His body of glory. How it fills the heart with supreme joy at the prospect! “And he shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth”, Psalm 72: 8. Then He will fill the earth with blessing, but meantime, while we await that time, and have to live in a world which is increasing in wickedness and lawlessness, He fills our hearts with peace and joy. 

May He have an increasing place in our affections as we move through this poor world, in the power of the Holy Spirit, experiencing His shepherd service to us, as conscious of the place we have on His two shoulders, until He takes His rightful place with the government on one shoulder. 

Edinburgh 

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:5 (JND) [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing;

Exodus 28:12 (JND) [12] And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulder-pieces of the ephod [as] stones of memorial for the children of Israel; and Aaron shall bear their names before Jehovah upon his two shoulders for a memorial.

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

Isaiah 9 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. …

Hebrews 7:25-26 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them. [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Hebrews 4:16 (JND) [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Isaiah 9 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. …

Psalms 72:8 (JND) [8] And he shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.



EXTRACTS

As the Lord’s word here was read in the assemblies, the thought of personality would arise in their minds. What have we here in Ephesus? What have you in Smyrna? What reaction is there in those leading persons in your meeting from the knowledge that their names are written in heaven? What correspondence is there? There must be a correspondence, if things are right, between what we are in heaven and what we are down here. The Lord might even suggest—but He does not here—Why is it that you at Ephesus have turned away from Paul? 

Paul says, “all who are in Asia”—think of that, even before the apostle’s death—“have turned away from me”. There is no change in heaven’s attitude towards Paul; why this change in Asia? Paul says to the Galatians, “I bear you witness that, if possible, plucking out your own eyes ye would have given them to me”, Galatians 4: 15. Why the change? The change is not in me, he says, the change is in you. So it is with us; we are tested by our view, our estimate, of those whom heaven respects and loves. You do not want to be out of accord with heaven as to any brother. 

The Lord in speaking of personality, is bringing Himself to their attention, “I Jesus”. The idea of His personality should permeate all these assemblies; but some in them had turned away from Paul, having left their first love. Why did they leave their first love? They lost admiration of Jesus—that is why; their eyes became blurred, their affections became dull. He was not to them what He used to be. But He says, I am the same, there is not a whit of change in Me, the change is in you. “The root and the offspring of David”—think of who it is, towards whom you are growing cold—it is towards Me. How commonly it occurs, alas, amongst us! Our love for Christ grows cold, and we show it by turning away from, or otherwise ill-treating, one of His servants. There is no change in Me, the Lord says; I am still thinking of you; “... have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 46, pp.4, 5) 

Rem. The line you are speaking of would encourage all to participate in the work of the Lord and the service of the saints, in however small a measure, and it leads on from that—“and for all manner of measure and size” as if to indicate that there is room for all in the service. 

JT Yes, “all measure of capacity and size”. Well, an aged brother, of course, ought to have both capacity and size. God is the God of measure, according to Corinthians, and the Levite here is to be versed in that so that he knows what is needed. When Paul was taken there must have been a great sense of loss in the spiritual, a great void. What they must have felt at Philippi when they heard the apostle was gone! What a capacity there was with him! He said to Timothy, ‘Bring the cloak’ (2 Timothy 4: 13); that would be his capacity, his size, his measure—Timothy would be reminded of what was needed, and, being a humble brother, he would say to himself, ‘I can never fill that’. But the more you accept your measure, the more the Lord helps you. 

FSM As to the “nail in a sure place”, it says, “They shall hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons”, Isaiah 22: 24. Does not that encourage us that in the work of the service all the vessels, whether small or great, can hang on Him and prove the sufficiency of Christ in the assembly? 

JT A very good thought. So that, if the older brothers are removed, as they are constantly being, we ought to feel it. Young men have to think of measure what was our brother’s measure? Well, that has to be met, for the void is there. There is a continual moving up, so to speak. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 84, pp.249, 250) 

The church as a whole has ceased to be a candle-stick. If the church does not give light, it is of no use for the end God intended. But the great thing is not to give up the divine idea. 

Philadelphia is this: I will not give it up; I shall stick to it through thick and thin! “Thou ... has kept my word, and hast not denied my name”. In Philadelphia we get the revelation of what is according to the mind of the Lord, and, without assuming to be anything, I, at any rate, want to answer to it. In the darkest day in Israel faith erected an altar of twelve stones. It is a great offence to me to hear a man say, All is gone. Has the word gone? Has the Spirit gone? These are the questions I ask myself. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 9, p.263).
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Scripture references

Galatians 4:15 (JND) [15] What then [was] your blessedness? for I bear you witness that, if possible, plucking out your own eyes ye would have given [them] to me.

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

Isaiah 22:24 (JND) [24] and they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all the small vessels, as well the vessels of cups as all the vessels of flagons.
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