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COMMITTAL TO CHRIST

C. J. H .Davidson 

Ruth 1: 14–19, 22; 2 Samuel 15: 19–23; John 6: 59–63, 66–69 

These are well-known scriptures, beloved, but there is one thing about this precious Book—it always wears well. I have often thought that one sentence of Scripture is more alive than all the books of this world put together, especially the religious books. You think of what is on foot today, out there, around us, in Christendom—men even daring to say that God should not be called “He”. And you think of the Father in majesty, in heaven, and Christ there as a Man; and we shall all be there as men, ‘Sons of God, divinely fair’ (Hymn 380). The blasphemies are getting worse and worse. 

Both these women said they were going with Naomi, both of them. They said, in verse 10, “We will certainly return with thee to thy people”. I do not ask what brought about the change with Orpah, but there was a change. Let there be no change within you, you young people here! You think of Ruth saying, “Thy people shall be my people”, and she had not seen one of them! She was a stranger, a foreigner, as our second scripture says. How did she know what Naomi’s people were like? I was thrilled to hear the other day that when Mr. Coates, beloved servant of Christ, died at Teignmouth, the local newspaper had across the whole of a page, ‘A man like Jesus has died in Teignmouth’. Oh, you think of that, a man like Jesus! And I can vouch for it. The twice I had the privilege of going into his house he had the face of an angel. 

Another man who was like Jesus was Stephen, the first martyr. Are we going to turn back, beloved, from following such a Man?—not following Mr. Coates; he has gone, though his teaching is with us still, and is to be treasured. You young people, I do not think you read enough of the foundational ministry of the recovery. 

You say, What about Naomi? She was a sad-looking soul. But Ruth discerned that a woman who had gone astray to seek bread, when there was no true bread to be found in Moab, was in the process of being recovered. Have you ever been recovered? I have been. I should not be here today if I had not been recovered. Praise God! That is what people say who have been recovered—Praise God! Why? Because He is the Fountain of mercy. Naomi was returning. 

You young people, I am especially concerned with you, because it is perfectly true that you can look out upon the meetings, the gatherings of God’s people, and see a lot of old people who will not be here all that long if the Lord Jesus does not come. And you may say, ‘There used to be so many young people and we could all be friends together and enjoy life’. Well, you are going to enjoy being committed to recovered persons, who once went astray, following men. Never do that; that is not following Christ. 

Think of the recovering grace of the great Shepherd of the sheep. If you repent, He will bring you back with rejoicing. And that is Naomi. You may say, I do not find it very attractive. 

Well, I do, beloved, because it is cold out there. And not only cold; the devil is out there. The devil is seeking to put defiling hands on the resurrection of Christ, and the virgin birth, and now on the majesty of the Father in heaven. 

As I say, Orpah was affectionate; natural 

affection was there. She kissed, and she wept, and she went back to her people and her gods. 

You do not want to do that! You want the language of a woman who can say, “Thy people shall be my people”, and then she goes on to the gates of death. I will tell you, that woman died in fellowship!—not Christian fellowship, but she died in the midst of Israel. And Boaz says to her, “Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge” 

(Ruth 2: 12). What an entry into blessing! And she will be there at the resurrection of the just. 

I pass on to Ittai. He got a good name, that man. He was a Philistine. Of all people to be saved, he was a Philistine. Goliath, who came from the same city, was not saved. David dealt with him with one word from God, one stone. It was smooth, and my word today is smooth, and you can receive it in your heart. The men of Gath were all head-knowledge; none of them had heart-knowledge. The way the Philistines had got into the land of promise was not God’s way; they had come round without crossing the Red Sea or the Jordan. They were big men. 

The strange thing is that it is very often so in human things that little men have the greatest opinion of themselves. It is what men call ‘compensating’. There is nothing of that in Christianity. Everyone is a nobleman of God. Why? Because they have been given the gift of God’s Spirit, and His glory has been put on every one. Oh, the blessedness of coming out of Gath and committing yourself to the true David! 

Ittai’s name, as I said, is very interesting. It means ‘companionable’. Are you companionable among the brethren, you young people? Do you find your companionship among the brethren? Well, thank God this place is well furnished with young 

people that are going, I am persuaded, to commit themselves to Christ, the rejected, dishonoured King. And, by committal, you become companionable. Oh yes, there is Scripture for it. I like to have Scripture for what I say. Hebrews 3 says, “We are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end”. What is the beginning of the assurance? Every time you hear the gospel you go back to your beginnings with God. Do you? You ought to. I do. That is another thing Mr. Coates told me in his house the saints need the gospel, for by it they renew their own youth. You think of the Scripture, 

“They that wait upon Jehovah shall renew their strength—they shall mount up with wings as eagles” (Isaiah 40: 31). 

And so it is; every time I hear the gospel, I think, ‘Oh, I could be converted all over again’. 

And it was—when I was young—some of you here are perhaps about my age then—I was nine, and Christ laid hold of me. The preacher said, ‘You go back home after this preaching and say, ‘Thine are we’—not David, but—‘ Jesus, and with Thee’—not son of Jesse, but—

‘Thou Son of God’ (see 1 Chronicles 12: 18). And I went back and did just that. Well, I have been renewing my youth ever since; up and down—I have had to be recovered. But there it is, beloved—in the book of Ruth it was peaceful enjoyment of the fellowship of the saints; the city of Bethlehem was moved. You think of some that have been recovered; not too many in these islands, but in Australia and New Zealand the Lord has worked. I pray nearly every day that He may work like that in this country, in these islands. Recovery is what we want to see. The Orpahs that have gone away have still an opportunity to return. 

Ittai was, typically, a man who, like Timothy, could take his share of suffering as a good soldier 

of Jesus Christ. It is very affecting the way David speaks here. He even suggests to Ittai that he should go back to Jerusalem and be with ‘the king’. Who was that? David’s rebellious, treacherous son Absalom. And yet David puts that title on him. You say, How could he do it? 

I think even then he longed for Absalom’s conversion. It was never to be—he was a lost soul. 

But Ittai says, “my lord the king”—not Absalom; David; and for us, Christ. And then, that beloved man, as a good soldier, puts death first. Not many of us would have done that. The king of terrors is not put first normally. But Ittai says, “Surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”. How lovely recovery is! 

These scriptures have often been gone over. You may say to me, ‘There is nothing very fresh about it’. But let the committal be fresh! The Scriptures have been used and used and used, but the committal is fresh. We want our own spiritual youth renewed this day. We have considered two individuals, a woman and a man; they make up the human side, the earthly side, of the assembly-men and women. Ittai had little children with him. Oh, you say, he took them into battle. No. He took them into David’s company, and they were taken care of. And you little ones, you will come into the arms of Jesus; as that old hymn says, which I used to sing when I was small—‘Safe in the arms of Jesus’. 

Mark 10 tells us of the little ones. Jesus took them up in His arms; one by one He would do that, and each little one would feel the strength and warmth of those arms. And then, Mark says, He laid His hands upon them, and He blessed them. Do you think those children would go back afterwards? They would be told in due course that the 

Man who had taken them in His arms had gone over the same torrent that David had gone over in rejection. You go to John 18 and there is a Man there, the lowly Man of sorrows. It says He passed over the torrent Cedron, and He went on His way to death. David did not die at this point. He died, not a very old man; he was only seventy when he died, but he felt old. 

But Jesus—you think of it—a Man in the full glory of manhood, at thirty-three, going out over the torrent Cedron. The water had been flowing from David’s time down to His, and He went over that torrent to die—for you and for me, but primarily for God, to secure a universe for His pleasure. And He is still the rejected King. 

When we come to John 6 it is a whole company that is facing a division, and many are going back and walking no more with Him. What did He feel as to them? Scripture does not say. 

But I know what He felt as to the eleven lovers that He gained for Himself. Judas was there, but he never loved Christ. So He says to the eleven that He could count upon, “Will ye also go away?” What was the trouble? It was a Man speaking of what is heavenly, as we have been speaking today, and people said, ‘It is too hard for us. We would rather go on with our pleasures and amusements in the world. We would rather have that than have the words of life eternal’. Those words have been amongst us today. Are you going to go away? I admire Peter! He failed; but he was a wonderfully enthusiastic man. We have already referred to what he says in his thrilling way—“The resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him” (1 Peter 3: 22). The moment the Lord asks that question, quick comes the reply—let it be quick in this room—“To whom shall we go? ... thou art the holy one of God”. You say, ‘I find separation very 

irksome’. It is the “holy one of God” that has been cast out from this scene, and we ought not to be ashamed of that testimony if we are cast out. 

So, there it is, beloved; my word is finished. But I do want, for myself and for the brethren, whole-hearted committal to Christ. We cannot go anywhere else—“Small, few, of no account”; the, prophet Isaiah describes us in those terms (Isaiah 16: 14). That is where we are today—“Small, few, of no account”, but oh the glory, the marvellous expectation, of entering heaven with Christ! May we be steady, beloved, until that time, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Newport
27 September 1986 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 1:14-22 (JND) [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi? [20] And she said to them, Call me not Naomi call me Mara; for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. [21] I went out full, and Jehovah has brought me home again empty. Why do ye call me Naomi, seeing Jehovah has brought me low, and the Almighty has afflicted me? [22] So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out of the fields of Moab; and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of the barley-harvest.

2 Samuel 15:19-23 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him. [23] And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over; the king also himself passed over the torrent Kidron, and all the people passed over, towards the way of the wilderness.

John 6:59-69 (JND) [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life. [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. [65] And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father. [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

Ruth 2:12 (JND) [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge.

Hebrews 3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. …

Isaiah 40:31 (JND) [31] but they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew [their] strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint.

1 Chronicles 12:18 (JND) [18] And the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains, [and he said,] Thine [are we], David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee. And David received them, and made them chiefs of bands.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 18 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Peter 3:22 (JND) [22] who is at [the] right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him.

Isaiah 16:14 (JND) [14] And now Jehovah speaketh saying, Within three years, as the years of a hired servant, and the glory of Moab shall be brought to nothing, with all that great multitude; and the remnant shall be small, few, of no account.



COMMITTAL AND EARNESTNESS

E. M. Walkinshaw 

1 Timothy 6: 11–16; 2 Timothy 2: 15; Romans 15: 30–33 

I thought to say a word, I trust of exhortation to all of us, as to committal to the Lord and earnestness in it. In these days men are very casual about things and sometimes in raising questions with them you get the common expression, ‘I could not care less’. That should never be our attitude, dear brethren; we should never be dilatory in anything that we do but should do all as to the Lord Christ (Colossians 3: 23, 24). So in our daily lives, in our business, whatever we do, we should never be careless or indifferent but take everything up rightly before the Lord as recognising Him and as having the spring of our confidence in God. The Lord would encourage us, especially 

younger men and women, to be committed to Him. It is said of certain that “they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to us by God’s will”, 2 Corinthians 8: 5. It is a wonderful thing to be committed to Him. It is not possible to be committed to anyone greater or to anyone more patient; where some of us would have been had He not been patient I know not. 

He is our Master in the heavens who is wonderfully gracious and patient with all of us. 

So I speak of committal, which is so essential, especially in these days of breakdown and ruin. Now I find from experience that if I think of committing myself to Him I tend to shrink from it because of what it might involve. If I commit myself to Him totally it means that I am subject to Him, to His will, and it means the setting aside of my own will. I find by experience that it is painful, and I am sure that that is the experience of every one that would be committed to the Lord and committal to Him is full-time. Of course, you may not be occupied full-time in service, most of us are but part-timers. There are persons in some employment who are called casual labourers. The word ‘casual’ should never be applied to a Christian labourer, but most of us would have to accept the fact that we are part-time, or eleventh-hour men (Matthew 20: 26). Nevertheless, the Lord would not have us casual, but committed to Him and committed to “the work of the Lord”—I wonder if we all are. We said in the reading that if the Lord sees just the desire to be committed to Him He is very pleased with that. You may be very young, you may be in your teens, you may be middle-aged; whatever age you are, if you desire to be committed He is pleased with that and I think His Spirit would foster it so that you grow in your committal to Him. 

Now I suppose that those of us who seek to walk in the light of the assembly would have to understand that our primary responsibility is in our local assembly. Hence, of course, incidentally, to change one’s locality is a matter that needs very sober consideration because it has been pointed out that if you change your place around the tabernacle you may well put yourself out of gear with the breastplate, speaking practically. Hence the Lord would have us know where we are set and to be committed to Him primarily to serve the brethren where we are set. One example of that was beloved Mr. Taylor who, when he went to New York in the presence of many difficulties, committed himself to the Lord and to His interests in that place; and then it extended to a universal influence. Who knows what the Lord may do with a committed person! The Lord is not short of gift if you are committed to Him and desire gift, and every one of us should desire gift. He has plenty of gift; there is no shortage with the Lord, whether it be the gift of prophecy, or the evangelist, or teaching. It may be that we should stir up one another. May I make an appeal to younger men? The Lord would give the gift, especially in these days, of the evangelist so that there may be an increase not simply in souls that are saved and have eternal security, but in souls that are brought into the assembly. How wonderful that is!—the most august assembly on this earth. You think of that, that each of us here as a believer is a component part of the most august assembly this world has ever seen. I wonder if you realize it. The Lord would have us to be committed to Him and however weak we may feel there is a resource in Him; ‘He will establish’ and ‘In Him is strength’ (2 

Chronicles 3: 17). So we find our all in Him as abiding in Him. 

So Timothy is written to by Paul who is thinking of the continuation of the testimony, as also those of us who are growing older do. We would 

not say, as Hezekiah said, ‘Well, as long as there is peace and truth in my days that is all that matters; I am nearing my end so let others get on with it’ (Isaiah 39: 8). That is never the attitude of a committed person, however old he may be; he would always be thinking of the testimony, because as the Lord works He prepares us for heaven and our place there, but the self-same work prepares us for the testimony because His work is producing in us the heavenly character that is needed for heaven and is also needed for the testimony. 

Consequently we can appeal to young men and young women with a view to the continuance of the testimony. So let us be committed! If you feel, as I have felt, ‘Well, what does it mean if I commit myself to it?’—What does it mean? Maybe I cannot go the way I would like to. 

Maybe I cannot even live where I would like to; yet I shall always find that His will is good and acceptable and perfect, and that it is much better than mine. What a Master He is! 

Here Paul says, “Thou, O man of God, flee these things”. “These things”; we know what they are. “The love of money is the root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6: 10). This is not a word for rich people because rich people do not desire to be rich. It is persons that have not much who may desire to be rich; they wander from the faith and pierce themselves through with many sorrows. The word for the rich people is later in the chapter; you will see that; but here the love of money is the root of every evil. Now if someone told me he did not love money I would say, You do not know your own heart. I am quite sure it would be quite a thrill to me if someone left me one hundred thousand pounds. Every human heart loves money because money is power and, alas, sometimes it has been seen to be a power in God’s assembly. It should have no power there. But 

every human heart loves money, so we have to learn to judge that and in simple piety, day by day, accept the position that God has put us in governmentally—and not to take one another out of it either. 

Piety means that the spring of my confidence is in God; not in money, not in my business, not in my ability, but in God, and in whatever circumstances He has set me I bow to them. Hence there is no competition in keeping up with others, or coveting what others have, but rather the acceptance in simplicity of the place in which God has put me, the circumstances in which He has put me, and contentment in them. “Piety with contentment is great gain”. We brought nothing into the world, Paul says, and it is manifest that we shall carry nothing out; we shall leave it all behind. Most will know of the very rich man as to whom it was asked, ‘And how much did he leave?’ The reply I was, ‘Every penny’. What we do take with us is the knowledge of God. 

Now it is worth committing yourself to the Lord and He will, in due time, indicate to you where you should be and what you should do, what your place is in the body, what you have to fill out. So Paul says here, “Strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith”—strive earnestly—not a casual commitment, but “strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of” (or ‘seize’) “eternal life”. We cannot afford to be casual, dear brethren. Christianity is simple, but it is earnest. Christianity is life and vitality. Do we prove it to be such? “Lay hold of eternal life”. It is indestructible. The gold and the silver are destructible; that word 

“eternal” could be rendered ‘indestructible’. Now while eternal life is the gift of God, “the act of favour”, as this translation says (Romans 6: 23), at 

the same time there has to be exercise to lay hold of it. Now is it so with you? And I ask myself, Is it so with me? Do I desire to lay hold of eternal life, or to lay hold of riches or possessions in this life? If I have them, let me be faithful as a steward in whatever I have; but is that my object, to lay hold of material possessions, or to lay hold of indestructible life? 

What matters with a person is his state of soul. A rich man’s castle, according to the state of his soul, might be the wilderness to him, and a poor man’s cottage, according to the state of his soul, might be his heaven. It is not a question of riches or poverty but the state of the soul. 

What is primarily before you? Seize eternal life, go in for it, and the Spirit of God will help you to enjoy it. Now there is no question about it, dear brethren, that we are very much affected by the environment in which we live, particularly in business. In some places practices are loose and in these days it is becoming more difficult for the Christian and the conditions tend to affect him. Take for instance the propensities of men; many think nothing of thieving from their master; it is something that does not matter. These things, dear brethren, the believer is to eschew, to keep clear from them, and as kept near to the Lord we shall not be characterized by what characterizes men in the world—careless indifference as to what is their own and what belongs to someone else. Those in business know full well that it is sometimes difficult to find a person that you can trust, but how wonderful, as passing through this scene, to be some testimony to Christ and marked by what pleases Him. The primary object that is to be before you is to seize eternal life. O, you young men, lay hold of that, seize it, go in for it with earnestness; it is indestructible life. Such persons will come into the enjoyment of it and be useful to the Lord in His testimony and, I am assured, will not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of Paul His prisoner (2 Timothy 1: 8). I like to think of these men, Paul and Timothy. One gets a feeling of simple affinity with them and learns almost to love them, although not present with us. It is perhaps not possible to love a person who is not present—and whom we have not seen—except, of course, the Lord, “Whom having not seen, ye love” (1 Peter 1: 8)—but you feel the character of the men appeals to you, their devotion, their earnestness, and the way in which they would lay hold of eternal life. 

In the second passage Paul says to Timothy—and this is perhaps very particularly for those who seek to serve, although that would be all of us in a way—“Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth”. So that as the Lord may give you opportunity, or as you desire and seek gift, it is not to make something of you, or to make something of the recipient of the gift, but to make everything of Christ, ‘the expression of an impression of Christ’, as it has been called. 

But strive diligently. You cannot take up ministry, or preaching, casually. We may try to. In these days we have volumes of books—it would not be too difficult to give an address on a subject; you find a scripture and you can look up the books. A young man said to me some time ago, ‘I would not do it, but I could give an address; that would be easy’. But would it be from the Lord? Would it be the word of the Lord? That is the point. 

So ‘strive diligently to present thyself approved to God’, not ‘approved of God before men’, but “present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth”. Now we are told at school that a straight line is the shortest distance between two points, but I rather favour Mr. Darby’s definition, ‘A straight line is one which always follows the same direction’ (Coll.Wrtgs.32. p.145). If we speak of work or ministry, where is the direction? The direction is to be always to Christ, so, “Cutting in a straight line the word of truth”. Keep that before you; strive diligently; do not take up any service lightly; the Lord would have us take it up with earnestness and with an honest heart. Well, I say, the Lord has gift beside Him. There is no shortage with God; it may be there is a shortage with our desires and our requests, but I am sure of this, that it is the person that commits himself unreservedly to the Lord to whom the Lord will give gift, and all gifts, including the evangelist and teacher, are to one end and that is to build up the saints. 

Now the next matter is striving in prayer. “But I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that, ye strive together with me in prayers for me to God”. “Strive together with me”; I suppose everybody here says his or her prayers. I have been rather surprised when speaking to men in the world by the number of persons who have told me that they say their prayers. Very good; we are very thankful for every person who says his prayers morning and evening. Daniel prayed three times a day. Be thankful for any one that says his prayers, but this is “strive together with me in prayers”—with Paul! What would Paul be praying about? Here it is that his ministry which he had for Jerusalem would-be acceptable to the saints. Think of striving together with Paul. What an outlook! What prayers! How little one strives in prayer. You may say, Is God reluctant to give; do we need to urge Him? You could never say that of God. 

because He has given liberally, but He loves to see earnestness with His people and He loves to have them with Him in earnestness in what He is doing. I would like to take that on more, although I find I am very much tested by it. I can pray a little, read a little, meditate a little, but when it comes to striving together with Paul to God, that is another question, and I suppose that the thought of striving with Paul would be striving for those who would be seeking to maintain Paul’s ministry, both in principle and practice. 

It is a wonderful thing to have the light of the assembly. I suppose that is what Paul would wish to present; so here he is urging the brethren to pray for him. You might think to yourself, ‘Paul does not need my prayers; who am I to pray with Paul?’ But he wanted the brethren to strive with him, in prayers to God for him. Let us take it up, dear brethren. A little earlier in this epistle he writes, “as regards prayer, persevering”. We do need to persevere in prayer, not simply for our needs, not simply for recovery from illness, good as those things are, but for the promotion of the work of God in the saints that there may be something of the nature and character of the assembly in these last days that our Lord will have when He comes to take the assembly to Himself. 

May the Lord encourage us in these simple features. The first is laying hold of eternal life, then striving diligently “to present thyself approved to God”, and, finally, striving in prayer. 

Be in earnest about these things. I am sometimes happy to quote John Bunyan who says, ‘I note that these things are only for those persons who are in downright earnest’. May the Lord help us to come into the life of Christianity and be committed more to it. 

Address at Peterhead
30 August 1986 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 6:11-16 (JND) [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses. [13] I enjoin thee before God who preserves all things in life, and Christ Jesus who witnessed before Pontius Pilate the good confession, [14] that thou keep the commandment spotless, irreproachable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; [15] which in its own time the blessed and only Ruler shall shew, the King of those that reign, and Lord of those that exercise lordship; [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

Romans 15:30-33 (JND) [30] But I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in prayers for me to God; [31] that I may be saved from those that do not believe in Judaea; and that my ministry which [I have] for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints; [32] in order that I may come to you in joy by God's will, and that I may be refreshed with you. [33] And the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

Colossians 3:23-24 (JND) [23] Whatsoever ye do, labour at it heartily, as [doing it] to the Lord, and not to men; [24] knowing that of [the] Lord ye shall receive the recompense of the inheritance; ye serve the Lord Christ.

2 Corinthians 8:5 (JND) [5] And not according as we hoped, but they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to us by God's will.

Matthew 20:26 (JND) [26] It shall not be thus amongst you, but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your servant;

Isaiah 39:8 (JND) [8] And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the word of Jehovah which thou hast spoken. And he said, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

1 Timothy 6:10 (JND) [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,



TWO PERTINENT QUESTIONS

E. Palmer 

James 4: 14; Colossians 3: 1–4; Genesis 47: 3; 1 Timothy 4: 12–16 

I desire, dear brethren, to raise these two pertinent questions—firstly, What is your life?  and then— What is your occupation?  Of course, with the Spirit’s help, it would be possible to preach the glad tidings on the basis of these two questions, but I trust I address those in whom God’s work is. Perhaps everybody here belongs to Christ, perhaps everybody here knows that His precious blood has cleansed them from their sins; if so, I address those that belong to Him. 

James raises this question in regard to a situation that evidently existed, and he says, “for what is your life?”; he is referring, of course, to our natural life; “for what is your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing”. How reducing that is, is it not? How it puts things in perspective. How it makes us see that any one altogether absorbed with the things that are here is spending time and energy, maybe involving much anxiety, in regard to what in itself has no real substance; a vapour has no substance, or very little, and is passing away, disappearing. I think this is one of the most telling passages in the Scriptures to show what the existence here of man, apart from God, really is, “appearing for a little while, and then disappearing”. But every person who has confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ, and an abiding hope in what He has done, who has faith in His blood, that precious blood, is possessed of a life that will never ever pass away. 

I referred to Colossians because of that expression, “Christ … who is our life”. I raise the question with myself, and I raise it with you, beloved and respected brethren, Is Christ consciously your life? In this section believers are addressed and exhorted to seek the things that are above where the Christ is, to seek those things; not the things on the earth, not the things that are going to disappear, but to “seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”. Oh to be occupied with that Person in the place of power! 

Do you not think that is strengthening? “Have your mind on the things that above, not on the things that are on the earth”. The latter are disappearing. I venture to suggest that this is a real challenge. But let me say this, that as this is taken up, the things that we must needs be occupied with as on earth—for after all we are still here in flesh and blood conditions—will be regulated not by the dictates of our own hearts but in relation to the One who is in the place of power. That is a great encouragement to our hearts, that He is in the place of power at the right hand of God. Paul says, “For ye have died”. You say, But it was He who died. 

Yes, He died for us; thank God He did; the penalty that rested upon us He took Himself, but in this scripture it is that we have died with Him. What does that mean? I am identified with all that was set aside judicially in His death and I take my place, there. Then, having died with Him, part of the wonderful truth of God is that we were also buried with Him; we have gone out of God’s sight in His burial. That is the end of everything; but the end of everything opens the way to the beginning of everything, the beginning of our true life. 

We really have only one life; then I say to my soul, and to the soul of every person here. If 

we have only one life, let us live in it. What marks it? Affections, wonderful affections; affections for God the Father; affections for Christ and for the Spirit, yes, and love for the brethren; that is really life—“your life is hid with the Christ in God”. People do not understand, do they? They do not know what you live for; they do not know what you do. 

No, “your life is hid with the Christ in God”. It is secure—absolutely secure. Is there resource? There is abundant resource in God to maintain that life. Can it be interfered with? 

No, for it is hid with the Christ in God. There is going to be a time when Christ will be manifested. John, too, speaks of that in his first epistle, he says that when Jesus is manifested we shall be like Him (see 1 John 3: 2); but here it says, “When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him”. What will mark that manifestation? It will be “in glory”—the outshining of God in the Person of Jesus and those that are His. What a day it will be! These things are to be in our minds, are to be in our hearts; they are to regulate the practical working out, beloved, of things down here. I think we would thus put different values on practical things. The things that we sometimes think are of prime importance would take their place in relation to what is of all importance, and that is the things of Christ. So the question is raised—What is your life? Christ is our life. Does everybody subscribe to that? Oh, you say, it is true. I say, Is it practically true? I say that in the sense of that word that we had earlier, “exhorting”, but in the footnote to that word it says, ‘beseeching’, and love is in that. Is it practically true of us? I am raising the question with myself first; I feel the edge of it as I appreciate, perhaps a little more, and freshly, the blessedness of the truth that Christ is our life. It is “our life”, you notice, our life together. 

Well, I turn to Genesis. Pharaoh said to these brethren, “What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “Thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers”. Every true shepherd has a heart. As we think of the Lord Jesus His was such a heart that He laid down His life for the sheep. But every true shepherd has a heart for the sheep. We said earlier that we shall have no respect for one another unless we love one another. “Thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers”; that was their occupation. It makes me think of Peter who in John 21 had been fishing and got that haul, a hundred and fifty-three great fishes. That had special significance in relation to what was on hand at that time, but I think that later, when the Lord had to say to Peter in regard to that three-fold challenge as to his affections, Peter virtually exchanged his net and fishing hook for a shepherd’s crook; I think so; he changed the hook for a crook. The Lord says to him, “Feed my lambs ... Shepherd my sheep … Feed my sheep”, (John 21: 16, 17). That was his commission. In his epistle he exhorts others to do the same. He speaks of “the shepherd and overseer of your souls”—Jesus, of course, but he exhorts others in this matter of shepherding, and then he speaks of “the chief shepherd”. 

What is your occupation? Is it under the chief Shepherd? Are the directions from the chief Shepherd arbitrary? They are full of affection with regard to the sheep that none other could possibly have because He knows them through and through, every one of them. What is your occupation? Are you under direction? Are you concerned about the beloved saints, concerned about every believer who trusts in than precious blood of Jesus and is sealed by the Spirit of God? I feel the test of doing a bit of shepherding. You know, the shepherd brings the sheep into the right path 

and keeps them there. Oh how we have been shepherded! We have come under the touch of His own hand, that coming through His own very often. “Thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers”. I would like to be occupied more in shepherding; one feels one’s tardiness in it, but I believe that the Lord would help us to see that what He values is cared for, and it is quite close at hand in our own places, and maybe we may have the privilege of touching God’s work in others too. 

Now in Timothy there is a word to a young man, “Let no one despise thy youth”. Some of us who are getting older are constantly looking around to see God’s work appearing in committal in the younger brothers and sisters—yes, and sisters. If the Lord is pleased to maintain the testimony here a little longer some of us are going to depart to be with Him. 

Thank God for the youth! My concern is that the occupation of the youth might be such that they will carry some of the features set out here. “Be a model of the believers”. It is not a static model, it is a working model—“in word, in conduct”—manner of life, that is—“in love, in faith, in purity”. That is the model. Of course, Peter says with regard to Jesus that we have been given a Model in Him. 

“In word”; that means I am careful in what say; I do not descend to the language of the world; do not do that, beloved; I do not think that careless and flippant expressions become a believer. I have had to face it, so I do not speak in any unfeeling way. If we are careful about our words as we move around, we shall be available with regard to a word as we meet one another, a word about Christ. You cannot expect to take the words of the world upon your lips and then speak about Christ; it does not work. No, let us be careful and we shall have the word. Then “in conduct”— 

manner of life; the whole deportment of the believer is to be regulated in relation to Christ in love. That is the formula of respect; let us keep that in our minds; love and respect go hand in hand. Then it says, “in faith”. In Hebrews 10 the apostle speaks of “full assurance of faith”—

unbounded confidence in God. He is worthy of our unbounded confidence. Then, “in purity”. 

What a word that is at this present time—purity in word and thought. You say, I have an impure thought. But what do we do about it? We have One in the Person of the blessed Spirit who will serve us and give us power to judge and to dismiss that thought as unworthy of that life that we have in Christ; He will give us power to judge and dismiss it instantly. A beloved brother, formerly in London, now with the Lord, said that, if I have an impure thought it is on account of what I am naturally. If I retain it and dwell upon it it becomes my thought and then I am responsible for it. I cannot help these things coming into my mind, but I am to dismiss them. The Spirit is here to help us, beloved, so let us take it up. Purity is a word that is hardly in the world’s vocabulary at the present time. 

“Till I come”, says the apostle, “give thyself to reading”. That includes reading out to others, something that I think is needed. If .I might just be practical, we get these valuable books, these monthly books that we value very much; I think it is a good thing in a household to take opportunity to read them out when together; I think it helps. We get a book and with two or three in a household sit down and read it out; then those persons have read the book and you can hand it to somebody else. “Till I come give thyself to reading”. Of course, primarily it would be the Holy Scriptures. And then, “to exhortation, to teaching. Be not negligent of the gift that is in thee, which has 

been given to thee through prophecy, with the imposition of the hands of the elderhood”. 

Now we come to this verse that bears on ‘What is your occupation?’ “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all”. Be like the Lord Jesus. You say, What makes you say that? Mr. Darby’s note; he refers to what the Lord Jesus, when a boy here, said to Joseph and Mary, that He was to be occupied in the things of His Father. “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”. What does it mean? It means that the things of our Lord Jesus Christ, the things of the Father, and the things of the Spirit, are to be the first, the prime, consideration for every one of us. And what results when it is so? Spiritual progress. A brother once said to me, ‘The acceptance of responsibility is the way to spiritual prosperity’. Then, “that thy progress may be manifest to all”. The apostle then says, “Give heed to thyself and to the teaching”. “Give heed to thyself”—I may have something in my mind and I may think, ‘So-and-so should really get adjusted about that matter’. I say to myself, ‘Am I adjusted?’—“Give heed to thyself and to the teaching”. The teaching keeps us in the way that is right according to God. We must have teaching, we must be taught; then, “continue in them”, be regulated by them all the time; “for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”—we shall be an influence for good. 

Well, I raise these two questions. I trust the Spirit may fasten them on our hearts. What is your life? I hardly like to use this expression in relation to these holy things, but I will say it. 

Now, honestly, what is your life? And I say that to myself. Then, What is your occupation? A life without an occupation is an aimless life, but, thank God, the Christian’s life is Christ, and his 

occupation concerns the things of Christ. When we speak of spiritual formation we speak of what is right; I venture to suggest that occupation with the things of Christ is conducive to spiritual formation because the Holy Spirit Himself delights in it. I commend the word to us; may it bear its own fruit for God’s glory. Amen. 

Address at Croydon
20 September 1986 

 


Scripture references

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Genesis 47:3 (JND) [3] And Pharaoh said to his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said to Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers.

1 Timothy 4:12-16 (JND) [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood. [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21:16-17 (JND) [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …



EXTRACTS

My place is in heaven, and my path upon earth is that which belongs to, and is consistent with, this place that I have in heaven. My path ought to be the expression of that. What was Christ’s path in this world? Even as the Son of man upon earth, He was ever “the Son of man who is in heaven”. Every atom of His life was the expression of this blessed One in heaven; and so it is with us, so far as we are consistent. The Christ who is in heaven, and who gives me this place in light, in the presence of God, is the Christ that is in me … The life of the Christian upon earth is the manifestation of that life in Jesus, with whom he is in heaven—he is the expression of that Christ upon earth. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll.Wrtgs.’, Vol.7, p.263) 

One longs that everyone should have a sense of responsibility, for unless you take up the sense of obligation you are of little moral worth. The absence of moral obligation paves the way for the building up of clericalism. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, p.115)
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