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GOD HAS BEEN MANIFESTED IN FLESH

John 7: 16–18; 10: 17; 12: 27, 28; 20: 17, 18; Philippians 2: 5–11 

NJH  I wondered if it might be helpful for all of us to see how God has come into our circumstances based on what it says in Timothy as to the “mystery of piety”. “God has been manifested in flesh”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. The footnote there is ‘He’. That is only One of the Godhead came into that condition. God is manifested there. The three Persons are manifested there. Old Testament saints received communications from God, but they did not know what communications took place between the Persons of the Godhead. In Genesis 1, “Let us” (Genesis 1: 26) is the plural, but it awaited God manifest in flesh for the communications to be understood by the creature and known by the creature, that one divine Person would communicate with another, and They would move in relation to one another. And that is a very blessed thing to see how privileged we are as having part in this dispensation. We think of the request that the Lord made in the third scripture that we read, “Father, glorify thy name”. He was speaking to the Father there and I think the scriptures will bear out how that request was answered by the Father. So it says here in John 7, “He that speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but he that seeks the glory of him that has sent him, he is true, and unrighteousness is not in him”. That is the most wonderful, glorious place that Christ took up in manhood, in the spirit of His service, bondman service you might say, man-ward, but it was service to His Father. He says, “glorify thy name”. And then later it says, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”. You could see where the glory of the Father is leading, but in chapter 12 he says, “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?”. John’s gospel does not touch Gethsemane, but it is what He is going through in His own soul, anticipatively, and He says, “save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. Father, glorify thy name”. And the Father immediately answers. 

There is communication here. It says, “There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify it again”. Now I think we come through to that. He was raised by the glory of the Father. That was really an answer to this request of Christ, in the heart of Christ, to glorify His Father’s name. All the worth of that blessed Person involved in the Father’s approach to the tomb and then we have the reference, “I have not yet ascended to my Father”. He could have ascended without saying anything, but He immediately says, “I ascend to my Father and your Father.” The Father is glorified in that because He received the name from His Father to make it known to His own and that is what He has done to us. Blessed matter. He has made known the Father’s name to us. And then just a touch on the greatness of Christ—His devotion to death in Philippians 2 always touches our hearts that He went that way, and then everything which proceeds out of that is really for the Father’s glory. Now I wondered if we might get help in that. 

JS  A very extensive subject and we have cause to appreciate how a divine Person has come into manhood, God has been manifested in flesh. This matter of the Father being glorified in Man is a great matter because God had been dishonoured in man. Man comes in to put all that right, do you think? 

NJH  That is good, and in John 17 “that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent” (John 17: 3). That puts everything right in the creation where everything has been out of place; but I think there is a relationship there that only those of the Spirit can appreciate and understand that Christ was here and the object was not His own glory. He refused to be glorified by man. He refused it. He would not take it. He says of man that he receives glory from men, but not Christ. He is looking for the glory of the Father and that meant going into death, beloved brethren, and coming out. You might say in this aspect it is not our moral condition, it is not our sinnership, but He went there that the Father’s glory might be expressed in His resurrection, and it is a wonderful matter. 

GBG  So that is a moral thought, is it not? “He that seeks the glory of him that has sent him, he is true”. So what is moral underlies—that is “he is true”. It says, “he that seeks the glory of him that has sent him”, that is a good moral feature in Christ as man. 

NJH  Yes, exactly. It confirms what our brother said, that everything is put right. He is true and unrighteousness is not in Him. And in fact it says in verse 17, “If any one desire to practise his will,” (that is God’s will), “he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God, or that I speak from myself”. Now that is what we have to arrive at in this meeting. That He was not speaking of Himself, He was actually seeking the glory of the Father. Now that is bound to affect a company like this where the Spirit is free. 

JS  I think that it drew out the affection of the Father, He spoke about laying down His life and the Father loved Him on that account. 

NJH  That is very precious. I thought that we should not pass that verse, that the Father loved Him because He laid down His life that He might take it again. I know He says that He had that commandment from the Father, but at that point it is the basis of his affection, and that is a very precious thing to be drawn into the affections that are between divine Persons. We know love is there. We can go by John 17, “thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (John 17: 24), we know love was there. That is God’s nature, but we are drawn into the affectionate side in the way Christ honoured the Father and glorified His name. 

JW  Does the Lord in John 7 get back to the Father as the source? The source of His teaching and doctrine, and the Father is glorified in that. 

NJH  Yes. Is that a point of teaching for all of us, that there is a source in the teaching that is not from ourselves? We speak about the Spirit as the Truth. The Spirit is in the believer. He is over against all untruth that is here, but we have a source in the Spirit and the Spirit speaks what He hears. You see how we are going back, as you say, to the source, and here the Lord says, “My doctrine is not mine, but that of him that has sent me”. Have you more to say? 

JW  It brings out the wonderful dependence of the Lord that He was drawing on the Father and the Father’s resources. Is it not important to know the source in doctrine? 

NJH  Yes, that helps. I found, when I was younger, difficulty understanding when brethren would say He was the Sent One, in John’s gospel and yet His glories, unparalleled glories, are presented in John 1. You say, if such a Person is brought in whose Deity is presented, as well as His creational glory, how should He take that place? Well, that is divine arrangement that such a glorious Person came into the place to be sent. I think that should touch our hearts. 

JCG  Practising His will would be central to the way in which the Lord moved in relation to the Father, but it says, “If any one desire”. Does that allow others like ourselves to come in on that basis? We follow the Lord as a model. He is supreme of course. 

NJH  Exactly. We have to acquire it. It was what He took up as coming into it, but nevertheless, with us, we have to acquire that desire. It is important that the basis of it is, that you desire to practise God’s will. You must. An unsubject person will not get the gain of this. This One that is being sent has the doctrine of Another. Unsubject persons cannot have access to that. If we desire to practise His will it says, “he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God, or that I speak from myself”. 

RT  Right at the outset the first impression he had of Christ was “a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth”, John 1: 14. It shows that the Word became flesh. Yet what was exemplified was a glory that was unique, was it not? 

NJH  I am glad you have drawn attention to that. It is with the Father and that amplifies, too, the fact that manifest in flesh involves that the Father and the Spirit were made known in that One. So everything opens up. You might say John starts by saying, ‘Well, I see objectively in One, a Son with a Father’, but then it spreads out. The great thought of God, the Trinity being manifested in flesh brings the matter so close to us to discern the source of the doctrine, and what communications are related to that. 

DBR  I wonder if you could say a little more as to “he that seeks”? Would that govern the whole of Christ’s life here? He is seeking it. The idea of compulsion and purpose of His heart enters into that, and yet who is it that is doing it? Seeking it, do you think? 

NJH  Yes, the desire is our side. We need to acquire a desire, but with this Person, “he that seeks”, Himself seeks the glory of Him that has sent Him, that was characteristic in Christ. That is your point. 

DBR  Yes, I thought the idea of compulsion lay upon the spirit of Christ. So for instance in John 4 it says, “he must needs pass through Samaria” (John 4: 4). 

NJH  I like that word compulsion. It means that a life that was determined, speaking reverentially of that blessed humanity. He was set for it, “set his face”, Luke 9: 51. He was working on a different principle while still in humanity. He was on a different principle to every other man. We have to acquire that desire to practise God’s will, but with Him it was His food. It sustained His manhood, did it not? “I have food” (John 4: 32), He says. That sustained a manhood that was characteristically committed to the One that sent Him. What a Person! What an Object for our hearts. 

QAP  Even at the age of twelve. He said, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. 

NJH  Yes, it shows it was characteristic. It confirms what has been said that it was characteristic of Him. He did not open it up. They must have pondered that. His mother pondered all these things (Luke 2: 19). She must have thought, what does He mean when He says, “my Father’s business”? What is involved in that? Well, we find that out as we get into the wonderful expressions in this gospel, what that meant, that He was seeking the glory of the One that had sent Him. 

RDP  What do you understand by the doctrine, he shall know concerning the doctrine”? It is as if this is like a door here, is it not, His will opens up this matter of the doctrine? Perhaps we think of doctrine as rather dull, but it is almost as if there is life in it. The outline, the glory, is opened up in this way. 

NJH  The truth is fresh amongst us, if it is maintained, but the doctrine, I think, must set out everything that came out in expression in Christ. He is “the Word” in this gospel. “The Word became flesh”, John 1: 14. Well I think the doctrine must be included in that, what was embraced in that blessed Person. 

RDP  That is attractive. All that came out in Christ, it is as if it all opens up on this line. It may be that the doctrine is a problem for some, but here it seems to show the way into the glory of what was opened up. 

NJH  It appeals to me at the moment that the doctrine might be what is already manifested. It says, “God has been manifested in flesh”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. That is past, but when I say that, the truth of it continues. It is carried forward by the Spirit into the hearts of His own, but I think the doctrine must be what is already established. 

JAG  Is the doctrine a test of spirituality, and the desire is motivated by affection and attraction and proves what is genuine? 

NJH  I am glad you have brought that in because you need affection. You have to acquire this, you get a taste for it and you have affection for it. The Spirit of God will provide that. Help us more. 

JAG  I was thinking of what was said about the doctrine. It is not dry. It is livingly expressed in a Person. 

NJH  Exactly. In one sense the gospels present the doctrine which is in Christ. That is our view. The four gospel writers give it. You cannot add to it but the whole thing becomes living in the soul by the Spirit. I think what you said is helpful. It involves that you are attracted into it; and if any young person here has not been attracted in some sense, we would pray to God that you come to it in your own soul; that you are attracted to Christ and find that everything is in that presentation. What has been manifested in that Person is perfect and complete. 

JDG  “If any one desire to practise his will”, would that be for a person who has the Holy Spirit? I was thinking of another application of it. If I have a desire to practise His will, it does not call on the flesh but must call on the work of God. It must be related to the Spirit. 

NJH  Yes, if there is practice at all the Holy Spirit must be in it, because you have to accept it; it cannot be “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12: 2), without the Holy Spirit working in the vessel. So the body is available. 

JDG  There must be delight there for the will of God. 

NJH  It was Christ’s delight was it not? We see it in Him as His total delight and joy was in the will of God. It was not irksome, never irksome to Christ. But we have to acquire that, and I think what you have said is that the Spirit gives us leanings, instincts, that we should follow, and practise God’s will. 

CKR  Later on in this chapter it says, “for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified” (John 7: 39). You can follow that through to resurrection and ascension, and then the glorification of Christ makes way for the gift of this precious divine Person, the Holy Spirit. 

NJH  Yes, that is helpful because as you see Christ glorified, the whole matter you might say is encapsulated in a glorified Christ, and it is livingly presented there. And as you say, the Spirit is given. He comes from that point. I think we may come to that later. 

RHB  In chapter 8 the Lord says, “as the Father has taught me I speak these things”, 

(John 8: 28). Does that enter into not speaking from Himself? The same thing is said of the Spirit, is it not, and it should be true of us, if it is said of divine Persons, should it not? The thought of teaching, does that enter into it? 

NJH  Yes, and the Father shows Him, does He not? Things that the Father did He showed Christ (John 5: 20). It is a tremendous thought that Christ came into that position, 

to be taught by the Father. That is the Economy. He was taught by Him, and He showed Him His works. Think of the glory of the relationship that lay between the Father and the Son, and He has taken that place. Such a Person! I cannot explain it but such a glorious Person, coming into manhood to manifest God, the revelation of God in Christ. Even the mystery of piety. It is set before you as an example. You can say, ‘How can I lay hold of such a glory?’ That is the way that love took in the Father and Son relationship, and it is for us to get a desire for it. 

GBG  So it is shown in the teaching its function in practical expression, is it not? It is just like a father would do to his own son, is it not—show and teach? 

NJH  Yes, it is very tender is it not? With all the tainted movements of men and distractions that they try and bring in, the Lord Jesus, the blessed Son was listening, taking everything in from the Father. He was deaf as to those that spoke against Him (Isaiah 42: 19). He had an eye and an ear in pity and sympathy for what sin had effected amongst men, but no distraction from the purpose of the incarnation. His own brethren says, “manifest thyself to the world”, John 7: 4. No, He is seeking the glory of Him that has sent Him. 

PM  In the beginning of Hebrews God has spoken to us in the Son. Would that involve that there was the expression of the full mind of God, in Man? 

NJH  That is good. Does that not link a little with what we said about the doctrine that is set out there? 

PM  He could say of Himself, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. It was not only that it was taught by word, it was expressed in what He was. 

NJH  Yes, that is exactly it. It is manifested in flesh. It was tangible. It was a tangible condition that persons like you and me, brothers or sisters, can consider what actually came out in Christ Himself. God spoke, “in Son” (Hebrews 1: 2) it says. It is not through the Son, it is “in Son”. 

RGr  Do you think the fact that desire comes before doctrine has a bearing on what you are saying? When we begin to realise that divine Persons have been involved as to their affections from the very beginning, and when our affections are quickened in relation to that, it is there that the doctrine becomes living, do you think? 

NJH  I am glad that you bring in the word ‘quickening’ because we need to get a sense of that. I think in meetings like this, if the Spirit is made room for, there will be some sense of quickening—and as you say that keeps the whole thing living. The only way that we keep in life is if we make room for the Spirit of God, and that is a principle with God. 

JCG  There is tremendous dependence in the Lord’s movements, is there not? It brings out really the way in which we might move in relation to the testimony in difficult conditions. In chapter 5 for example He says, “I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not; if another come in his own name, him ye will receive” (John 5: 43). It shows the way in which the Lord was representing and pointing to the Father, the greatness of what was in the economy really. 

NJH  Exactly, and the reason for His coming in. There was divine counsel. The purpose of God was involved in it, that God could take this way and that unwaveringly Christ would follow that way. He would unwaveringly follow the path that He had come into, to do for the One that had sent Him. I would love to lay hold of it in my soul more but I can see the wonder of it. 

JCG  It is a wonderful appeal. It says, “If any one desire” and then what has been said as to seeking is a challenge to us, as to the motives of our lives, what the bent of our life is in relation to making way for Christ and the Spirit, that the Father may be known to us. 

NJH  Now that is good because simply if we practise His will, we will be seeking the glory of the Father. Now that is a test. Is the bent of our life increasingly seeking the glory of the Father? It is a whole world. The Father is over against a world that is outside, that my heart, if I would make way for it, would lean towards. But I have by the Spirit a link with the Father’s world where the love of the Father is known, and, the Lord is leading His own with that in mind. Is that right? 

RDP  I was thinking about how everything in John’s 

gospel, certainly up to this point, comes to those who desire and seek it. It says, “as many as received him” (John 1: 12), and then to the woman “If thou knewest the gift of God … thou wouldest have asked of him” (John 4: 10), and “If any one desire to practise his will”. It is as if it is all available on the basis of seeking it. 

NJH  That is right. We come down to it that the outcome of a meeting should be that we are more committed to seeking, and what we refer to as practising God’s will. 

JAG  Do you think that the Lord is showing them really what the feast of tabernacles is and how to enjoy it? I was thinking that the Lord was seeking to help them as to what the feast of tabernacles is and showing them how to get into it and enjoy it. 

NJH  That is good. It is all set out in the Person. They were all empty feasts that they were holding in Jerusalem anyway. But the real thing was all in Christ, and He had the Father’s name. He says, “thy name which thou hast given me”, John 17: 11. He was given the name of the Father to give to His own. That is another precious truth. JAG  I was just going to say that this then is eternal life. 

NJH  That is right, this is eternal life. 

DTP  So the Lord Jesus in chapter 6 gives the indication of the food that is a help to us. It is Himself, but it brings us into that relationship with the living Father. But He lived related to the Father. 

NJH  Yes, and it goes back to what was referred to, it is in Christ glorified that you have life, “he also who eats me”, John 6: 57. You come through to life in Christ. Now in John 10, He says, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”. It is not put as a moral necessity, but it is actually love. 

DBR  “I lay down my life”. That would be governed by seeking the Father’s glory. And I am just looking forward to what you have to say about the inward feelings of Christ as He approached the great matter of death. 

NJH  We could go on because the two scriptures are very close. We could carry that verse in chapter 10 through to 

chapter 12, “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour”. What can you say about it? 

DBR  There is a peculiar depth in it and we will need the Spirit’s help to speak of it. And then the test comes home to me as to how much I am inwardly committed to the will of the Father, do you think? 

NJH  Yes, you mean that it involves suffering, “In bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”, Hebrews 2: 10. God has done that and that is the way He took. “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”. ‘I lay it down’—the Father is glorified in that. 

JAG  The Lord would know that His soul was going to be made an offering for sin. 

NJH  Yes, He would know that, the cup that He received. It must have also involved the horror of death for Christ, would it not? Not only sin and sins, but death itself.

JAG  As the brethren know, ‘death to Him was death’. 

NJH  Yes, a deep matter. It is a very deep matter that He could speak about “my soul”, “Now is my soul troubled”. What can we say? How can we calculate what that meant? The depth of the feelings of Christ. It is the feeling side of Christ. 

DBR  In the anointing of the tabernacle when it came to the altar, Moses anointed it seven times. I was thinking the anointing seven times would come into this verse we have read—“Now is my soul troubled”—the feelings of Christ inwardly. 

NJH  Is that the brazen altar that you are referring to? The horns of the altar are generally viewed as a sign of the strength of the One that went through the sufferings, but I think the seven times that it was anointed meant that there is some impress on our understanding and appreciation of the depth to which Christ went. 

JAG  “Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Hebrews 9: 14.

NJH  The offering of Himself spotless to God, involved the laying down of His life and the shedding of His blood which was a proof of His death. These are deep matters. 

PAG  It speaks of “this hour”. I am wondering why it is not ‘this day’ exactly. Does it suggest the intense compression of all that the Lord faced? 

NJH  It was all concentrated. Of course it was in Christ when you consider it—thirtythree and one-half years, and think of the mercy-seat—there was not much room between the two cherubim on the mercy-seat. How concentrated everything was, and then what sufferings He went through. The forsaking during His final conscious hours comes into the other gospels, but in John it was the cost to Him to glorify the Father. Think of that. Think of that how He felt and said in John 12, “Now is my soul troubled”. 

JCG  The appeal here is to His Father. In Gethsemane in Luke an angel appeared to Him, strengthening him, but this reinforces your point about the divine communications with One Another, and the relationship of love that existed in view of what had to be met. The addressing of the Father is very important in John’s gospel is it not? 

NJH  That is helpful. Everything was there, just met so perfectly in that death, laying down His life and taking it again. 

JDG  It must have been affecting to the Father to hear Christ speak like this. He was anticipating an hour when He would not be heard, could not be heard. 

NJH  Yes, exactly. The forsaking does not come into John. We can carry things forward in our affections. What that time meant, and in John’s gospel it was not angelic support strengthening Him; because that would have brought forward the dependent manhood, the condition into which Christ had come, so that the angels ministered to Him in a time of need. Here it is the Father, the Son desiring, seeking the glory of the Father, and going to the uttermost to secure it. It is blessed to be able to talk things over in such a company. I was thinking about the inner man. It involves a spiritual realm, and even though the service of God flows out of it in Ephesians 3, it involves an atmosphere of spiritual persons that consider carefully the sufferings of Christ, that He might glorify the Father. 

PM  Does the Father being glorified involve His laying down His life and taking it again in a condition in which others could be associated with Him? 

NJH  Exactly. That is why I read in John 20. He could have gone up, but He says, “I have not yet ascended”. He would need to be seen of His own to be witness to the company, but He says, “I ascend to my Father and your Father”. I think here it is just to ponder a little that this move into death, laying down His life and taking it again, involved seeking the glory of the Father. 

GBG  Do you think in the bondman saying “distinctly” love lay behind that? “I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. The Lord says, “what shall I say”? He says things in a distinct way, does He not? 

NJH  Yes, that is a good reference because his ear was bored through with an awl. He bore that evidence of his devotion, his love for the Father, for his Master, and that is so that we are always reminded, that He was prepared to go that way. And I think to bring in the Father, and the Son with the Father, is a very glorious matter. 

JS  I was just wondering if you could say something about the Father’s reassurance, you might say, at this point, “I both have glorified and will glorify it again”. 

NJH  Well, is that not wonderful? The Father could not hold back from expressing His delight at the One that has been said is characteristically seeking His glory. He says, “I both have glorified and will glorify it again”. He had glorified it in the resurrection of Lazarus, and would do so again in the resurrection of Christ (see J. N. Darby ‘Synopsis’ Vol. 3, p.354). He was raised by the glory of the Father. The Father secured what He was looking for. What a person the Son has been in making known the Father. He had received His name. In John 17 He says, “keep them in thy name which thou has given me” (John 17: 11). He makes that Name known, and He glorifies the Father’s name. I think He wants to glorify the Father’s name in our midst today. 

MGW  Yes, it is supremely lovely really. We are talking about what Mr. J. N. Darby said of the Lord, that He was the only One who gave the Father a reason for loving Him. You feel the affection there is in this. 

NJH  He had every reason to do it. He says, “There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify it again”. He could not hold back, His love, His name was going to be declared in John 20. Christ was raised by the glory of the Father. The first day of the week, the first thing that He does is He puts that Name into the company, through Mary. He could not hold back. The heart of God is made known. The heart of the Father is made known. He wanted to bring that into where it would be appreciated. 

RT  Why does He say, “Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours” (John 12: 30)? 

NJH  I do not know what you can say about the crowd in some of these passages in the gospels. The crowd is not always reliable but there is testimony to it. “That the world may know that thou has sent me, and that thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me”, John 17: 23. That will yet come out, will it not? that testimony to the universe. It is there as a testimony to the crowd, do you think? 

RT  It seems to have exposed the whole world that we are in, does it not? It says, “Now is the judgment of this world”, John 12: 31. Seeing how this has been effectuated is a love matter. It is to draw our hearts away from the world and its system and its practice. 

NJH  That is a very good point because the love of the Father is not in the world. “If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”, 1 John 2: 15. That is as clear as anything and we all know we have loved the world. None of us was born perfect or innocent. Persons have been redeemed, have been secured out of the world. He says, “the men whom thou gavest me out of the world”, John 17: 6. I am glad you have said that because we need to keep before us that separation is a principle of God. And here there is something by far infinitely greater than the world can produce. You have the Father and Son relationship, and the Son seeking His glory. 

RGr  Do you think then the reference to “On this account the Father loves me” gives a lustre to the whole of the present dispensation? Speaking reverently this was a source of joy that divine Persons had not enjoyed before. This is something that belongs to the present time and would come out in expression, in a sense. 

NJH  That is good, yes. It was never before. The Man of purpose was introduced and then next the vessel of purpose was introduced. You have the assembly consisting of persons that get the gain of this—the name of the Father. Think of the glory of that, being brought into an environment of love. 

QAP  Just after where we read in chapter 10, the Lord Jesus says, “I have received this commandment of my Father” (John 10: 18). And later on He says, “as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love”, John 15: 10. Does that bear on the matter of compulsion that you were speaking about? 

NJH  It would. You are held by it. It is like the body being placed on the altar in Romans, that you are committed to it. You cannot take it back. There is compulsion in it, but you can say it is acceptable. You can say it is your life. When I was young I enjoyed hearing old brothers and sisters saying, ‘the happiest part of my life was when I was entirely devoted to Christ’. Paul’s life, after his conversion, was entirely consecrated to Christ. That is wonderful. And here is a Man beyond measure, consecrated, committed to His Father. 

JAG  I wondered what you would say about the fact that we are to know “the surpassing greatness of his power ... in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”, Ephesians 1: 19, 20. Is that to be known in His own? 

NJH  That power is now towards us who believe. It is now available to us in Ephesians 1. But it shows the great expression of God’s power in taking Christ out of the grave. Then in Romans 6 it says, “even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6: 4), that we might overcome and practise His will—God’s will. 

JCG  In John 12, verse 36, “While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light”. That must surely have some relation to the eventual knowledge of the Father. “Sons of light” would bring us into not only the relationship with Jesus, but the Spirit and the Father, would it? 

NJH  Yes, it would. You have been brought into the light. You have more in your mind. 

JCG  Thinking about what you said about the crowd it is interesting, because there is more preaching in the street now going on before the gospel in the rooms, and there is an appeal going out in that sense in relation to persons generally; the Lord is appealing here to believe in the Light. That is Himself, personally, that they may become “sons of light”. That is a very high level that the Lord has in mind here, is it? 

NJH  Yes it is. A very high level. The sobering thing is right after that verse you quote, it says, “Jesus said these things and going away hid himself from them”. While the testimony goes on there is a solemn side that where it is rejected, characteristically rejected, the Lord hides Himself. That is a sobering thing, is it not? We have to keep at the testimony. We have to be true to God’s testimony and preach it. But then there is a sobering side that is not to be trifled with. Do not ignore the light that is in Christ. 

RDP  So they heard the voice. It says, “The crowd therefore, which stood there and heard it, said that it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to him”. But John heard what was said. There is hiding in this chapter is there not? There is the crowd and there is something else. John gives you that hidden side. It is very affecting what was said, “which he wrought in the Christ”, Ephesians 1: 20. That is not something that is seen and understood by the crowd in general. In the Old Testament they witnessed and benefitted from His power, but the matter of what “he wrought in the Christ” is something reserved for today, is it? 

NJH  Yes, the power of that was made available to the saints in Ephesians 1, and the same power is available to us. It is interesting what you say that the crowds do not necessarily discern. They misunderstood Him at the cross, when He called (out) on the cross. It shows that man after nature cannot understand it. Thank God for the gift of the Spirit. 

AM  Could you open up the thought of the Father’s name? Is He looking on to John 20, what has come within our range? 

NJH  He has made it known, “and will make it known” (John 17: 26), applies to John 20, but He was already given the Name. The Name that Thou has given Me. He was given that Name, the name of the Father, to make it known to us. 

RHB  The Lord was speaking as Man, was He not? Does that bear upon it? 

NJH  Yes, it was His testimony, He was given the Name, I suppose it is the side that if divine purpose flows out of the revelation of the name of the Father, it must be the whole sphere of divine purpose was carried in His heart, even His ways amongst men, dealing with their smallest matters; yet the purpose of God was in His heart. He came to establish everything for God’s purpose, did He not? Is that right? 

AM  Yes, I wondered if everything hinges on the death of Christ? That is why, one of the reasons the Father loves, because He really made known the Father’s name, but we come into the good of it as a result of His death. 

NJH  Yes, exactly. So He says here in John 20, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. What delight that must have been to the ear of the Father to hear Christ saying that. 

DBR  Is that beyond a mere dispensation? I think it is the economy eternal. It is linking on with the eternal order of things. It shows where this matter has led, the great eternal order of things in which divine Persons are known. 

NJH  Yes, and according to the psalm “thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 8. But here the name of the Father was in His heart. And now He is placing that Name consciously into the heart of the assembly. He is saying to Mary, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father”. He is really placing the knowledge of the Father in the assembly. 

DBR  That would require a power that is equal to it and that would be in the Father’s Spirit. “According to the power which works in us” (Ephesians 3: 20) by the Father’s Spirit, do you think? 

NJH  Yes, that is good. Yes, it shows the whole thing is in life relating to the Father. “According to the power which works in us”, that is the indwelling Spirit, that those of the assembly have. 

JS  Do you think the Lord had this in mind in John 17 when He says, “… I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou has given me, that they may be one as we” (John 17: 11)? Do you think that involves a whole realm of things connected with the Father? 

NJH  I think that confirms what we are saying. He says that while He was here in John 17, “And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou has given me, that they may be one as we. When I was with them I kept them in thy name” (John 17: 11, 12). Now He was leaving them. And then He comes back and He places that Name in the assembly. It is where it is appreciated. 

JS  So that the making known of the Father’s name would open up, you might say, a world of things that is connected with the Father, and we are to be kept and preserved in it, do you think? 

NJH  That is good, preserved in it and preserved for it. We need preservation, brethren. There are a lot of destabilising spirits working against those who love the truth and we need to be established even as to the Father’s world which love permeates. Holiness, righteousness, yes, every attribute of God answered there, but the love of the Father is known. 
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Scripture references

John 7:16-18 (JND) [16] Jesus therefore answered them and said, My doctrine is not mine, but [that] of him that has sent me. [17] If any one desire to practise his will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God, or [that] I speak from myself. [18] He that speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but he that seeks the glory of him that has sent him, he is true, and unrighteousness is not in him.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 12:27-28 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again.

John 20:17-18 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her.

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:4 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria.

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

John 4:32 (JND) [32] But he said to them, I have food to eat which ye do not know.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 2:19 (JND) [19] But Mary kept all these things [in her mind], pondering [them] in her heart.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

John 7:39 (JND) [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 8:28 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things.

John 5:20 (JND) [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder.

Isaiah 42:19 (JND) [19] Who is blind, but my servant? and deaf, as my messenger whom I sent? Who is blind as he in whom I have trusted, and blind as Jehovah's servant,

John 7:4 (JND) [4] for no one does anything in secret and himself seeks to be [known] in public. If thou doest these things, manifest thyself to the world:

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

John 5:43 (JND) [43] I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not; if another come in his own name, him ye will receive.

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

John 17:11 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:11 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 12:30 (JND) [30] Jesus answered and said, Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours.

John 17:23 (JND) [23] I in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one [and] that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and [that] thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me.

John 12:31 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out:

1 John 2:15 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him;

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 15:10 (JND) [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.

Ephesians 1:19-20 (JND) [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 12:36 (JND) [36] While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light. Jesus said these things, and going away hid himself from them.

Ephesians 1:20 (JND) [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 17:26 (JND) [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:11 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:11-12 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we. [12] When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.



THE HELP OF THE LORD IN FACING EXERCISES

P. A. Gray 

John 6: 58–60, 66–69; 19: 1–5, 17, 18, 30; 20: 11, 15–17 

In the reading on Lord’s day about fellowship, our brother made a remark that what was being brought before us was not always easy and nor is it. But is it too difficult? God never sets anything before us that is beyond us. It would be foolish to say that it is easy, for it is not, and many here will have suffered in their spirits and in their minds on account of assembly exercises. Many know more about these matters than I do, but the path is not impossible and it is infinitely worthwhile, because as we have been hearing there is a man called Jesus who makes it all worthwhile. The Lord spoke about what was heavenly, “This is the bread which has come down out of heaven”; they said, ‘That is too difficult, we can understand what is earthly but we are not so sure about what is heavenly, that is too difficult’. There is a heavenly One, and—“our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”, Philippians 3: 20. Our outlook is to the place where Jesus is, to the Man in the glory, and there are resources available. 

The woman in John 4 had difficulties. The difficulty there was one of sin, and the resource that was brought to bear was the Holy Spirit. In John 5 there was a problem. The problem was the law, and Jesus brings in the name of the Father, and in chapter 6, among other things, it is a question of the world and what it leads to, it leads to death. The answer is Christ, not exactly Christ as He was, but Christ where He is. There is an answer in divine Persons to every difficulty. They are of course more than that, but you might say—“This word is hard; who can hear it?” Well, as I say, some of the things that we are asked to carry are not easy, but they are not impossible. It says—“From that time many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him”, they said ‘No, this is just too difficult for me’, and we have known that. Beloved brethren, it is not a new phenomenon, it is not something that only happened last week or last year. Brethren have experienced at all stages of the testimony what it is to have to face the fact that some have said ‘No, this is too difficult for me, there is a better way, there is another way’. There is only one way and that is the Lord’s way. There is not a different way, an alternative way. 

There is only one Man and there is only one way, but He is there to support and help us in it, and Peter has the answer—“Lord, to whom shall we go?” Who else could we remember on a Lord’s day morning, who is worth calling to mind? There is only one Man worthy of it and that is Jesus. “Lord, to whom shall we go?” You know beloved brother, beloved sister, we often speak to the young but I trust I speak to everybody, because going away is not just going away and saying that you will not break bread here anymore. Oh no, it can be a lot quieter than that. You can stay and still be far away, and I have done that, I have had to come to it myself that—“All we like sheep have gone astray”, Isaiah 53: 6. It is not people out there in the world, it is me, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, we have just done our own wills, I have done it anyway, but “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, Isaiah 53: 6. There is only one Man that could bear the iniquity of us all, there is only one Man that could bear the iniquity of anybody, and that is Jesus. Only one Man fit to do so, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”, and there is an important word, “thou hast words of life eternal”, well no one else has these. Then it says, “we have believed”, that is one thing, but it also says—‘and known that Thou art the Holy One of God’. Have you a personal knowledge of Jesus in your own soul? It is so stabilising and so important. 

I read in John 19, not to go into the detail of it, although it is affecting to read it. But you know, if we think the word is hard, there is a Man that has borne it all. None of us has been subjected to the treatment that He has been subjected to, going out there wearing the crown of thorn and the purple robe to be sneered at by a mocking crowd. Pilate says, “for I find no fault in him” (John 19: 6), there is no guilt in this Man, but I will permit Him to be crucified because it is expedient to do so. Do not forget these words—“Behold the man!”, there is only one Man, that is Jesus, and He has been there, He has borne the suffering, He has carried His cross, He has thirsted, He has gone into death and He did it for us, and He did it for God because it was the will of His Father that it should be so. He has borne the hardest matter of all, He has borne what it was to be made sin and furthermore, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. He has borne what it is to be forsaken, He has borne what it is to die, so when we say that the word is hard, He draws alongside us and says, ‘I know, but let Me show you how, let Me show you the way for I have been that way Myself.’ He has known what it is to be rejected of His own family, to be mocked by them; He has known what it is to come to His own, that was Israel, “and his own received him not; but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”, John 1: 11, 12. 

The last thing I want to say is that He has the best in mind for you. Mary “stood at the tomb weeping without”. You might say, ‘well, the word is hard, but apart from anything else I am not really up to it’. Well, you know the Lord has the very best in mind, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. He is going there and He wants you with Him too. The word is hard, we do not ignore that, but there is a Man who has been that way of suffering, who knows all about it, and He wants you with Him where He is. Well may it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
24 January 2012 


Scripture references

John 6:58-69 (JND) [58] This is the bread which has come down out of heaven. Not as the fathers ate and died: he that eats this bread shall live for ever. [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life. [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. [65] And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father. [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

John 19:1-30 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. [4] And Pilate went out again and says to them, Lo, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find in him no fault whatever. [5] (Jesus therefore went forth without, wearing the crown of thorn, and the purple robe.) And he says to them, Behold the man! [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him. [7] The Jews answered him, We have a law, and according to [our] law he ought to die, because he made himself Son of God. [8] When Pilate therefore heard this word, he was the rather afraid, [9] and went into the praetorium again and says to Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. [10] Pilate therefore says to him, Speakest thou not to *me*? Dost thou not know that I have authority to release thee and have authority to crucify thee? [11] Jesus answered, Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above. On this account he that has delivered me up to thee has [the] greater sin. [12] From this time Pilate sought to release him; but the Jews cried out saying, If thou releasest this [man], thou art not a friend to Caesar. Every one making himself a king speaks against Caesar. …

John 20:11-17 (JND) [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

John 1:11-12 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;



EXTRACTS

Well, I pass on to the fourth scripture. I want to dwell on the power to measure discriminately. Discrimination is a great matter amongst us. It is worked out in the types in connection with feeding and the kinds of food we are to eat; that contemplates discrimination. It runs right through Scripture—the exercise of our senses as in Hebrews “to discern” or to discriminate “between good and evil”. Now this is a matter which is very practical and in which I desire to appeal to every one of us as to whether we are discriminating in our measurements of public religious organisations. Each one has to decide and challenge himself as to where he is ecclesiastically. I am not using the word as in the ordinary current use, but in the sense of the church, the assembly, as taken from the original word. Each of us is to determine before the Lord as to where he is ecclesiastically; that is, where he is in regard of the assembly, where he is in regard of Christ as Lord in this present corrupt Christianity in which we find ourselves publicly. For we cannot leave Christendom, except to apostatise! It is a great house, and every Christian is called upon to discriminate as to this great house. In John 14 the Lord speaks of manifesting Himself to the person who keeps His word “He that has my commandments and keeps them ...”. One says, “Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world?” and the Lord answers, “If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him”, John 14: 21–23. I apprehend that that means that the Lord comes to one where one is ecclesiastically; for the keeping of the commandment of Christ has separated him from the public corrupt body. “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. The words kept bring me into the tabernacle condition, that is the condition in which God may dwell. How great is that thought! And yet what He may be to one person!—it is to a person who by the keeping of the words of Christ is in tabernacle condition; he is in the structure; he has come to apprehend the structure, the dwelling place of God, what is suitable for the Father and the Son. How great that is!—“We will come to him and make our abode with him”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 96, pp.417, 418) 

The Lord says, “He shall testify of me”. The Holy Spirit has come down, not only for our comfort, but to testify of Christ. Now, do you ever consult the Holy Spirit about the testimony of Christ? Is it the Holy Spirit who is the great source and leader of the testimony as to means, as to ways, as to persons? If you believe that He is present, do you consult Him as to all this? There is a prayer we very often make use of—“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”; thank God, we all know something of that; “and the love of God”; of that too we can say we are not strangers to it; “and the communion of the Holy Spirit”; how much do we know of that? A man would not have the unblushingness to state that he had walked down the street with a great sovereign, or that the sovereign had done so with him, if it were not true; but we talk quite lightly of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and how much do we know of it? 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 4, p.307)
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Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 14:21-23 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.
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