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THE FATHER’S KINGDOM


Matthew 6:9-13 

Those of us of a certain age might be familiar with this passage from its having part in our lives at school, when it was part of the day’s routine to repeat it.  I doubt if that custom is maintained now, but it means some of us are familiar with this prayer.  We might have wondered then, and some may wonder now, why we do not say this prayer in our meetings.  I might answer that by pointing out that the Lord has only just said in this passage that we should avoid vain repetition, and if He said that it is unlikely that this prayer was intended to be a formula, or that our prayers were to be dictated in this way.  It is the intention of God that we should have liberty in prayer, and the Holy Spirit is the guide for prayer.  He is able to add efficacy to the uncertainty of much that we speak about to God.  Nevertheless this prayer is in the ministry and teaching of the Lord Jesus, and it has importance.  It is not to be set aside because we do not use it. 

I was led to read it now because, thinking about it, and thinking too about the needs of the brethren, which I may only dimly perceive, it struck me that this prayer is very comprehensive.  I challenge myself, while I may not use the formula, whether I cover these things in my prayers?  We may be so occupied with our needs that we rush straight into expressing them and perhaps we forget that we should begin by giving God His place, and by exalting Him in our thoughts before we turn to Him about anything that we might need.  And are we dependent, as this passage shows we should be?  Do we acknowledge that we lack the power to get through, unless He Himself provides it? 

As we look at the passage, we observe that the Lord is speaking about two kingdoms that are opposed to one another.  There is the kingdom of the Father.  

I have liberty to call it the kingdom of God, but the Lord Jesus calls it the kingdom of the Father.  It is an expression He uses in chapter 13:43, and at the supper He says that the Father’s kingdom has been appointed to Him (Luke 22:29).  It is a precious idea that the Father has a kingdom.  That is the first kingdom mentioned here.  Then there is this request that we might be kept from evil.  That is not simply a prayer to be kept from misfortune, or from calamity, or from accident.  It is a prayer to be kept from the evil one, Satan (see footnote to v.13).  He has a kingdom: the Lord Jesus speaks of him as the prince of this world (John 12:31), and the world and its system have – as Satan himself claims – been given up to him (Matt.4:8,9).  The kingdom of God cannot be overthrown like that.  It cannot be assailed by decisions that people make, or by things that Satan has done.  And the kingdom of God is to be known here.  It is not only a matter of being translated out of earth to be in heaven or anything like that.  The truth of the matter is that we are in both of these kingdoms.  If we are believers, God has “translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”, Col.1:13.  That is a privilege that brings with it wonderful blessing and wonderful security.  But we are in the world too, the present evil world – in it but, as the Lord Jesus said, not of it (John 17:16).  We are not exactly citizens of both kingdoms, but if we are believers we have to do with them both in our daily lives and we have to contend with the conflict between the two. 

The purpose of this prayer is to guide people like us into how we successfully deal with this conflict.  I want to speak about this because we need to be mindful of the way the world about us presents itself.  I would not say that it is getting worse, although things are introduced that shock us more than things that we have become used to, but it changes its face all the time, and that is because its prince is a deceiver.  His aim is to seduce people into his world.  To achieve that purpose, the offering has to keep changing, just like a shop.  As we grow older, we tend to forget that the generations that follow, including our own children, meet that changing face.  The lessons that we have learned may not necessarily carry them through.  The Lord Jesus knows that, and that is why He proposes that this should be the scope of our prayers. 

I want to speak practically and feelingly about that, out of deep affection for all and especially for our young brethren.  Young people are growing up in circumstances, even as regards the meetings, that are very different from when I was young.  It might be said that it was a bad time when I was young, and in a sense it was.  There has also been a wonderful recovery in my lifetime, although now so much has fallen away.  The practical circumstances in which young people are growing up are doubly difficult because there are fewer people and there is less opportunity for friendships and relationships in the company in which they have grown up, and they face a rising clamour of diverting siren calls in the world around.  I deeply sympathise with young people in the challenge that they face in making right choices in those conditions.  Having weighed this up, I want to say a simple word of encouragement on that matter. 

As I said, the Lord Jesus begins this teaching by speaking about the honour and glory of the Father – a wonderful thing.  It is a very blessed thing that God has chosen to make Himself known, through Jesus, as a Father, a very wonderful thing.  I remember talking to my own father about it, and what he said was that he thought that God chose to come out that way so that we might get a deep sense of His grace.  Think of that!  And if the Father has taken that name, it means that He wants us to know what it means to be His children, and not only to take character from Him, but to prove in every matter, His loving care.  It is a wonderful thing to be associated with and in the care of One who is supreme.  “My Father …”, the Lord Jesus says, “… is greater than all”, John 10:29.  Who could look after you better?  Who could consider for your welfare better than He can?  Who could have thoughts and hopes and aspirations for you that are greater than His?  And who would be more able to bring these aspirations to pass and to make them a reality?  The Father is able to do these things, and we have been brought to know Him.  We take His name, even when we give thanks for our food – it is not a commonplace thing to call Him by that name, beloved.  “Let thy name be sanctified”, the Lord Jesus says.  Sanctification means that we hold something apart from common use, for a holy purpose, and there is no more simple holy purpose than our liberty to approach Him.  We should not do that without thinking of the privilege of it.  It is not that it should frighten us, or make us reticent or hesitant, for He loves to hear us; but it is a great privilege, and the fact that we can draw near to Him only amplifies the privilege. 

Then He says, “let thy kingdom come”.  In other words, let that kingdom of which I spoke earlier prevail.  Think of that: the Lord Jesus will deliver up every other rule and authority and dominion, it will all be annulled (1 Cor.15:24,25).  Whatever hopes people might pin on the present structure of things, it is going.  And when it is all gone, one kingdom will remain, and it will remain for ever – the kingdom of the Father.  But it exists now:  God is not waiting to establish His kingdom.  It might appear to be so publicly, but that is because the conflict I spoke of earlier is not over yet.  His kingdom subsists now.  It has a heavenly character, but it is to be entered into and experienced now.  I am not speaking about a disciplinary system or an authoritarian system, but of a system in which everything that you need is supplied in grace.  That is the Father’s kingdom.  He does not need to borrow, there is no national debt in this kingdom.  He is not under any obligations to anybody else.  He does not need alliances or unions with other kingdoms to establish the authority of His own.  He does not need to trade with other entities: no, He has enough and more than enough, not only to fulfil your needs as you might see them, but to express what is in His heart toward you, which is greater than you have any idea of.  In His kingdom God has, if you could appreciate it, expressed how He loves you. 

“Let thy kingdom come”.  Ah!  What a wonderful thing that would be, if we were prepared to let go of any other influences over our lives, and let God have His way, let the blessing flow, let the windows of heaven open – not wait to do it, not see heaven simply as a prospect for the future, but as the only source of life and satisfaction in a world full of care and anxiety and conflict.  That kingdom is here; the supplies are getting through, if only we would draw upon them.  The Holy Spirit is here to administer these supplies.  He has not left that in the care of angels, or brothers who minister, or anything of that sort.  God has entrusted the dispensing of these wonderful resources to none less than the Holy Spirit, and He needs to be your Friend.  The better you know Him, the more you will get. 

The Lord goes on to say, “let thy will be done”.  That is not fatalistic, as if to say ‘God will have His way in the end’.  No, it means that I am going to give way to His will, I am going to commit myself to the will of God.  And it is interesting that Paul says that the will of God is our sanctification (1 Thess.4:3).  Having thought that God’s name may be sanctified, we are also asking that we ourselves might be sanctified.  That means that we recognise that, having our part in the kingdom of God and seeking the blessings of it, we stand apart from things that would distract us from, and debase, what would otherwise be our inheritance.  We commit ourselves to the good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Rom.12:2) and that covers not only our thoughts and our ways, but even our bodies: we devote them to the will of God – not in servitude, but because it puts us in the way of the river of God’s blessing. 

Then He says, “give us to-day our needed bread”.  We must be dependent.  We make plans for the future.  I think about the future and it depresses me sometimes, but we are to look to God each day.  There is a hymn that begins ‘Lead, kindly light’, and goes on to say, ‘I do not ask to see the distant scene – one step enough for me’1.  That is not the path of faith.  The path of faith will show you two things: it will show you first the end of the road; and it lights the next step you have to take towards it.  It will always do that.  If you take a step, you will find that the light is on the next step.  It does not shine half a dozen steps down the way and lead you to make a big leap so that you wonder if you are able for it; no.  Scripture speaks of “the steps of the faith … of our father Abraham”, Rom.4:12.  The light shone on the next step that he had to take as soon as he had taken the first one.  That is the spirit in which we are to handle our relationship with the Father.  And what we find is that whatever is needed for the next step, whether it is in practical circumstances and the challenges and problems of life – that is counted; or the food on our tables – that too is included because the Father provides and we give Him thanks for that; but the faith that you need for the next step, the courage you need, the grace you need – you will see them on that next step.  You may say, ‘This is difficult, I do not know how to take this step’.  But there is light to show you how to take this step, so step on it, and all of a sudden you will find there is light for another step; and each step is bringing you nearer and nearer to the light at the end of the way that God has set before you to keep your eyes above the scene below.  That is what the Lord Jesus tells us that we should ask for. 

And then He says, “and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors”.  It has been commented that a Christian operates to a higher standard than that nowadays.  If God was prepared to forgive me only in the measure in which I was prepared to forgive my brother, I might be in a hard place.  But the apostle Paul says, “forgiving one another, so as God also in Christ has forgiven you”, Eph.4:32.  How that should free us from these things.  It says in the law not to “bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”, Lev.19:18.  We may find that we are not set always with company that we find totally congenial, and we also find that we often offend (Jas.3:2).  But there is this spirit in which we rise above the failings of others, recognising that they are rising above our failings too, and that God Himself in His grace is doing that as well.  It is not that He is ignoring our sins; no, He paid a terrible price that He could “forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, 1 John 1:9.  But He has in mind that that should give us a generosity of spirit in the way that our relations with one another need to work out. 

I speak of these things because they are all very positive.  They are things that God has supplied, things that God has provided; they are things that He gives the power to enter into and to appreciate: they are realities.  It is not wishful thinking – some kind of ideal picture that is painted and that we dream of.  No, these are things that the Lord Jesus has taught us to ask for because they are available, and God is ready to give them. 

Then the Lord says, “and lead us not into temptation, but save us from evil”.  I have a burden to speak about this and I trust that the brethren will bear with me in what I have to say.  It may be that this word “temptation” includes the idea of trials.  And we cannot ask God to preserve us from trials, because He uses them.  “Put to grief by various trials, that the proving of your faith …”, 1 Pet.1:7.  Trials are part of God’s ways.  “For who is the son that the father chastens not?”, Heb.12:7.  God has not promised us a smooth ride; life is about exercise, because it brings us nearer to God, or should do.  It would be a great pity if exercise alienated us from God, but exercise is intended to bring us to God and we should not seek to avoid it.  A brother said that he would be afraid to ask for discipline, and I understand that, because the Father would choose what the discipline was and then he could not say that he had not asked for it.  And we will pass through trials: the path of the Christian goes that way. 

But the reason we might pray like this, as to temptations or trials, is not exactly that we might avoid these things, but it expresses the humble recognition in the presence of God that we will not get through the trials unless He helps us.  And He has promised to do that.  Paul says, “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above what ye are able to bear, but will with the temptation make the issue also, so that ye should be able to bear it”, 1 Cor.10:13.  There will always be a way through – not a way of escape necessarily, but a way through the exercise, and fruit from it.  There should be.  But we need to remember that we will not in ourselves have the power for the trials through which we will pass in our lives.  That applies to exercises in your soul, and in your circumstances, and in your household, and in the local meeting, and among the brethren generally.  It applies in all these domains.  We do not have the power in ourselves to face these things and to get through them without loss. 

Now I say this humbly, but sometimes when we hear about a problem among the brethren, there may be a tendency to jump in as if we know the answer: ‘If only someone would listen to me, this problem would go away’.  Unless God gives the power for that intervention, it will cause more difficulty than there was before.  That is because, no matter how much you know, unless God gives you the power for a difficulty that you pass through, especially one among His people, you will fail.  That is something that we learn.  Why did I fail?  Why was it that I tried to do what was right and I did not succeed?  Surely God wanted me to succeed.  But did you ask for the power?  Or did you think that you could get through the trial on your own?  It would have been better not to have the trial, than to try to work things out in your own strength and fail.  In our prayers, I think we should be very ready to acknowledge that we get through in the power of God.  We need to be careful about that.  No problem is small enough to come within the compass of our own strength.  We must depend on God.  And just as He supplies what we require for our daily needs, so he will supply what we need for the steps of the path of faith along which He is leading us.  It is very important to remember that we have been called into a path in connection with which God has promised to supply a power, which we lack, for every step along that way. 

But the scripture does not actually refer to trials; it says, “lead us not into temptation”.  When Paul writes to the Thessalonians, he refers to the tempter.  He says that he was fearful that the tempter might have troubled them, and that his work in Thessalonica might have come to nothing (1 Thess.3:5).  It is one element of Satan’s ways, that he is a tempter.  As I have said, he is the prince of this world, and Paul calls him “the god of this world”, 2 Cor.4:4.  We look around at the world in which we live, and it would be easy to shake our heads over the state of things.  I do not want to make a catalogue of all the things that you might regret in the world around, but we know that the world is not at peace, and there is dishonesty, and evil, and unrighteousness on every hand; institutions that are of God, like the family and marriage, are being challenged and questions are being raised about the certainty of God-given identity, and so on.  These things are rife, and there is anxiety about them.  And there is dislocation: some of it may be ordered by God, as I believe the pandemic was; other examples are self-inflicted by the world in which we are.  Satan is, after all, the author of confusion. 

I mention these things briefly because I do not think that if this was the only face of the world that we contemplated, we would find it particularly alluring.  I remember a brother who used to speak about the temptations, those through which the Lord Jesus passed, remarking how it says that Satan showed Him “all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time”, Luke 4:5.  The brother said it was as well he does not linger: if they flashed past your eye, you would not notice, maybe, the seething problems that are underneath.  You cannot look at the world for very long before you realise that it is not a very inviting proposition.  Satan of course does not want to occupy you with that side of things.  You cannot say that you are not aware of it, but he is not occupying you with it because he is not only a tempter but a deceiver, and he will present the world and his domain to you as an opportunity.  That is where the subtlety of it is.  As I say, as time goes on, the fashion of the world passes and different things come to the fore.  They all have their origin in the nature of sin and in the effect sin produces in fallen man. 

I want to speak simply and frankly about this, because it is as well not to be ignorant of his thoughts (2 Cor.2:11).  The inception of sin was disobedience, but what was the motive behind that disobedience?  A proposition was made to the woman that she could decide for herself what was right and wrong.  I say quite simply, that proposition is put to schoolchildren now every day: ‘make your own values’, ‘don’t listen to anyone else’, ‘don’t pray about it’, ‘don’t listen to God’, ‘don’t borrow ideas from other people’.  I tried to help someone once who was telling me that the values I hold were outdated traditions – ‘Make your own decisions’, they said.  But then if you make your own decisions that is self-will, and it will lead you to do something that you know is wrong.  That is what the sinner will do – things that you know are wrong.  We all know that, because sinners do not want other people to know what they have done, or thought.  Sin works in my will, as well as in any claim I make to knowledge.  Then in self-will I go further than that, and I think that God must see things as I now see them.  If my sins do not matter to me, then they should not matter to Him.  And if I want Him to pass over them, or pretend that they did not happen, or not give them due punishment or sentence, then it is unreasonable or unloving of God not to do that.  These things are deceiving. 

When we think of the world in which we are nowadays, these things are promoted.  I was once in the hall of a school where meetings were being held and they had on the wall an alphabet of values that were being taught to the children.  I looked at the list and wondered – what will they say for ‘Q’?  And it said: ‘Question everything’.  This is what the world will say: ‘What you read in the Bible, and what brethren hold, and what your parents teach you, question it.’  That is what young people are up against nowadays.  I trust I can say that the young people here will object to these propositions.  But they will recognise them; they know that these propositions are being made.  That is the world in which we live; that is what the enemy is trying to do; he is tempting us.  The evil one is tempting people into those kinds of paths, and you will suffer immeasurable loss in your soul if you listen.  That is because those values that you have been taught are true.  They themselves are of infinite value.  They are things that God in His kingdom has been pleased to bless you with.  They represent the order and structure within which blessings for time and eternity can be found.  The security of your soul, the peace of your mind, the order of your life, depend on those values.  Yet people have the temerity to say that they do not matter. 

Does every father and mother here know that that is what is going on?  What are you doing to counter it?  Because if you do not do anything, then the beloved young people, for whom so much is available in the kingdom of the Father, are at risk of being swept away in this current or torrent that rushes through the world in which we are.  We live in a solemn time, beloved, in which even little children are being corrupted in their minds, to try to lead them away from God’s salvation.  That is what the tempter is doing.  It is essential to pray.  The Father will never tempt you into those kinds of things, He will never do so.  James says, “himself tempts no one”, Jas.1:13.  He tempts no one.  God will never offer anything to you, even the smallest thing, under false pretences; never.  You will never find that you thought He would give you something, and it is not there; never.  And He will never lead you into evil.  He will never lead you to do or think anything that displeases Him, or that causes you to forfeit, even for a moment, the consciousness and enjoyment of His presence. 

We might well say, what a challenge we face!  I do not want to end on a negative note, but we may look around on the beloved young people, and their parents, and indeed on all of us here, and someone might say, ‘I could go somewhere else, where many more people go.’  Beloved, you have been called to come here, and I say to you simply, this is where you are.  And what you will find here is the manifestation and enjoyment of the kingdom.  It is not simply something that you can sit back and let wash over you, but it is something in which you can have a living and active part, something to which you can contribute. 

Now if I go back to the meeting in which I grew up, there was a large meeting and there were many brothers there with gift.  You may have heard their names, although you probably remember hardly any of them, but it was a great privilege to grow up in these circumstances.  It was also a great struggle to understand what they were speaking about, and it seemed quite a remote possibility that I, at any rate, in my state of knowledge would have anything to contribute.  And yet I learned that I could make a contribution, that there was something that the Lord would give power and grace for.  The young people here may find it a bit of a struggle to understand what we say in the meetings – I recognise that.  You would be different from me if that wasn’t so.  But what I would like to say is that, in the circumstances in which we are – reduced as they have been – there is liberty for you to learn.  That is what we are here for.  God is waiting to take us out of this scene because He wants to use the day in which we are as a learning time.  At the meeting, among the brethren, and at home are places where we can learn, learn about God, learn about His inheritance, learn about the service of God and the things that please Him. 

And I would say to the young ones, do contribute and do put yourself out to discover more about these things.  And if you have the liberty to do that, do not be afraid to say in the meeting what you are thinking about.  I know that the young people here would not want to question what the brethren hold, they would not want to bring the ways of the world into the meeting: I know that.  

They would think it was very disorderly and they would be right.  But that does not mean that you cannot ask about things that you do not understand.  If you want your understanding opened, then ask when there is someone there who could help open your understanding.  And as you do that, you will feel that your contributions are welcome, they will be welcomed by everybody there.  You will find that this kingdom is not a kingdom in which there is a ruling class, and everybody else is in some state of subjugation.  No, it is a kingdom in which everybody is livingly active, receiving from God, and responding to Him in adoring thanksgiving and praise.  In that, I promise you that you will find a fulfilment that no calling in life elsewhere can come near.  You will find satisfaction because you have found your place in the divine system of things. 

Well, beloved, let these things enter into our daily prayers.  I am not saying that we need to repeat these verses, but I trust I have given you something to pray about for yourself, dear young person.  Would you be prepared to speak to the Father and ask Him to make some of these things more of a reality to you, and ask Him to strengthen you to stand against this current we have spoken of, ask Him to deliver you from it?  Ask Him to help your parents to provide an alternative, a counterweight to the things you have to face, and the reproach that goes with facing it.  God is ready for all these things.  He will not let you down.  He is more than ready to help you to meet things that you have to refuse; He has things to offer that He would love you to accept and come into the enjoyment of. 

May He bless the word. 

Glasgow 

28 October 2023 

 

Andrew Burr 

 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 6:9-13 (JND) [9] Thus therefore pray *ye*: Our Father who art in the heavens, let thy name be sanctified, [10] let thy kingdom come, let thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth; [11] give us to-day our needed bread, [12] and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors, [13] and lead us not into temptation, but save us from evil.

Luke 22:29 (JND) [29] And *I* appoint unto you, as my Father has appointed unto me, a kingdom,

John 12:31 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out:

Matthew 4:8-9 (JND) [8] Again the devil takes him to a very high mountain, and shews him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory, [9] and says to him, All these things will I give thee if, falling down, thou wilt do me homage.

Colossians 1:13 (JND) [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

John 17:16 (JND) [16] They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

John 10:29 (JND) [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

1 Corinthians 15:24-25 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 (JND) [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication;

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Romans 4:12 (JND) [12] and father of circumcision, not only to those who are of [the] circumcision, but to those also who walk in the steps of the faith, during uncircumcision, of our father Abraham.

Ephesians 4:32 (JND) [32] and be to one another kind, compassionate, forgiving one another, so as God also in Christ has forgiven you.

Leviticus 19:18 (JND) [18] Thou shalt not avenge thyself, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am Jehovah.

James 3:2 (JND) [2] For we all often offend. If any one offend not in word, *he* [is] a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body too.

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 Peter 1:7 (JND) [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ:

Hebrews 12:7 (JND) [7] Ye endure for chastening, God conducts himself towards you as towards sons; for who is the son that the father chastens not?

1 Corinthians 10:13 (JND) [13] No temptation has taken you but such as is according to man's nature; and God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above what ye are able [to bear], but will with the temptation make the issue also, so that [ye] should be able to bear [it].

1 Thessalonians 3:5 (JND) [5] For this reason *I* also, no longer able to refrain myself, sent to know your faith, lest perhaps the tempter had tempted you and our labour should be come to nothing.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

Luke 4:5 (JND) [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time.

2 Corinthians 2:11 (JND) [11] that we might not have Satan get an advantage against us, for we are not ignorant of *his* thoughts.

James 1:13 (JND) [13] Let no man, being tempted, say, I am tempted of God. For God cannot be tempted by evil things, and himself tempts no one.



“A MAN CALLED JESUS”


John 9:1,6-11;  Acts 9:1-5 to “I am Jesus”;   

Revelation 22:16,17 

I would like to speak, dear friend, about Jesus.  These scriptures all include His name: in the first scripture we read, “A man called Jesus”; in Acts 9, “I am Jesus”; and in Revelation 22, in the final page of Scripture, in what you might call a final appeal, “I Jesus”. 

It is the personal name of the great and glorious 

Saviour.  His personal name is Jesus.  Many of us know Him and love Him because of what He has done for us, but we also love Him for all that He is, all that is conveyed in that name.  You may know people, for example your friends at school or members of your family: you know them by their names and you think of them by their names.  The One that you have to do with in the gospel is called Jesus: “A man called Jesus”. 

His name reminds us how near He has come to us.  This scripture in John 9 refers to the Lord passing on, and taking account of a man blind from birth.  The Lord Jesus, dear friend, is interested in you.  How great He is – He has many titles.  The book of the Revelation is full of titles of the Lord Jesus.  Some of them you do not get anywhere else in scripture.  They are majestic and glorious titles, but His personal name is Jesus.  That is how Scripture finishes: “I Jesus”.  What an appeal, dear friend!  He has appealed to you before and now He is appealing to you again.  The Lord Jesus is moving, He is passing by here this afternoon.  In the gospel preaching the Lord Jesus is moving on but He is interested in every one here. 

He saw this man, blind from birth.  He sees you, just where you are sitting in your seat.  If you have not yet had to do with Him, then you are like this man who was blind.  You might say, ‘That is not me’, but if you have not opened your eyes to the greatness of the Lord Jesus and what He has done on the cross at Calvary for those who believe, then you are still in your sins and you are blind.  The Lord Jesus as He passed on saw this man who was blind from birth. 

Think of the greatness of the Lord Jesus.  How many titles He has – we were occupied with some of them this morning.  ‘The Christ’ – that is an official title (see footnote to 2 Cor.1:5).  It has been given to Him, and the Lord fulfils wonderfully those offices that He has been given.  Men are appointed to offices, for example offices of government such as the Prime Minister of this country.  In man’s world the office is greater than the person who fills it, but Jesus is greater than any office He fills.  In governments, the offices remain but the persons that fill them come and go.  But the Lord Jesus remains, and he is available.  Recently some friends of ours in the United States were visiting a city there and the President of the United States visited the city too.  They stopped at the side of a road and watched all these vehicles go by.  A big car with the windows blacked out went past: they could not see who was in it, but it was the President’s car.  He was going to visit a hospital and he passed on, and did not stop.  There are many people here who have never seen the King in person or seen the Prime Minister or seen the President, and we probably never will.  But the Lord Jesus is available, and He is available to you.  He stopped here for the blind man. 

Think of what was in prospect for the Lord.  The whole work of redemption was to be accomplished, and He was going to the cross at Calvary.  He was going to suffer and die to fulfil God’s great plans of redemption, and to fulfil them gloriously.  Yet He had time for this man: think of the persons that He had time for.  The woman in John 4 – how often we speak of her in the glad tidings – experienced that.  The scripture says, “Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain” (v.6).  The disciples left Him and went away into the city.  The Lord Jesus was alone, and He was alone when He spoke to that woman.  That is like you – the Lord Jesus will have to do with you as an individual.  Most of the gospel hymns are individual, written by people who have come to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  You must do that as an individual.  Other hymns, like the hymns no doubt sung here in the service this morning, are collective.  We are singing together – it is collective.  But in the glad tidings, dear friend, it is an individual matter between you and the Saviour. 

These gospel hymns refer to ‘I’ and ‘me’ and ‘you’, because the gospel is an individual matter.  You have to do with the Lord Jesus yourself, like this man.  The Lord Jesus does things.  He spat on the ground and He made mud of the spittle and put the mud as ointment on the blind man’s eyes.  You might think that is going to make things even worse.  The incoming of the Lord Jesus showed up man for exactly what he was, because never before had God had a perfect Object in manhood.  Every other man was tainted by sin.  The incoming of the Lord Jesus made that all the more obvious.  Perhaps men did not see it or recognise it, but God saw it.  God saw that He had a Man in whom He could rest complacently.  He found His full delight, all His pleasure, in that One.  He opened the heavens upon Him (Matt.3:16). 

The Lord Jesus had lived for thirty years on this earth.  We are not told very much about these thirty years.  We are told about one occasion when He was twelve years of age (Luke 2:42), then at thirty years of age the Lord Jesus came out in public service.  At that point the heavens were opened upon Him: “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Mark 1:11.  That exclamation from heaven involved the appreciation of all these thirty years that had gone before.  We do not know much about them, but God knew about them.  God was delighted with every moment of that life.  But another aspect of that life is that it showed up man for all he was as away from God and in his sins.  Yet the Lord Jesus was the One able to deal with the whole moral matter in man. 

The man in John 9 was obedient.  He knew what he was – that he was blind.  Dear friend, I trust you know that you are a sinner.  If you have not yet put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, the first step to blessing is to accept that you are a sinner and you need a Saviour.  Who is the Saviour?  The Saviour is Jesus; He is the glorious Saviour.  This man did what he was told, and went.  That is one thing that you must be in the gospel: you must be obedient – obedient to God’s word.  “He went therefore and washed, and came seeing”.  Now he was a person who could see.  They were not sure if this was the same person.  There is a change.  You might say, ‘Of course he was blind and now he can see’.  Would there be that much of a difference?  There must have been a difference because some said, ‘Yes, it is him’ and others said, ‘No, it is someone else who is like him’.  He is a changed person.  That is what conversion brings about.  It changes the sinner, they become a changed person. 

“He said, It is I.  They said therefore to him, How have thine eyes been opened?  He answered and said, A man called Jesus …”.  The Lord Jesus is a real man, and remains a real man.  He is a glorious man, but He is a real man: not a mere man.  No other man could take up the whole question of sin and sins, but the Lord Jesus did.  “A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw”.  That was the point of his conversion: “I saw”.  In that sense it was historical.  

Further on he speaks to the Jews and they begin to accuse him of all sorts of things, and also to accuse the Lord Jesus.  The man says, “If he is sinful I know not.  One thing I know, that, being blind before, now I see” (v.25).  “Now I see”.  If you have come to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, that is a wonderful moment.  It is a wonderful point when you can say ‘I saw’.  But it is a current matter: “now I see”.  “I see” is current.  The blind man had to do with Jesus. 

 In Acts 9, there is a different sort of person, Saul.  He was not blind outwardly but really he was as blind as anyone, because he was a persecutor of believers on the Lord Jesus.  I do not think that there is anyone here like that.  There is no one here that has dragged off believers and put them in jail and tried to stamp out Christianity.  That was what Saul was trying to do.  He was trying to stamp out Christianity, but think of how God works.  If someone does us wrong, how do we react?  Would we not want to get our own back?  How does God act?  He acted in grace so that the greatest opposer and oppressor of Christians becomes His greatest servant.  That is how God acts. 

God brought Saul down.  It is a good thing to be brought down.  Saul was a self-important person and he thought he was doing what was right but God brings him down.  He says, “Who art thou, Lord?”  He becomes subject.  Paul speaks of himself elsewhere as “an insolent overbearing man”, 1 Tim.1:13.  He was not a subject-minded person before he was converted, but here he immediately says, “Who art thou, Lord?  And he said, I am Jesus”.  He had to do with Jesus.  He recognises His authority over him.  It is a wonderful blessing when you accept that Jesus is your Lord.  You accept His authority and you come into wonderful blessing.  “I am Jesus”.  What a word of grace from the Lord to Saul.  Paul never forgot this.  He could say later, “I know whom I have believed”, 2 Tim.1:12.  He believed in Jesus, the One who went to the cross, the One who lived a life of perfect subjection.  Siloam would refer to that, it means ‘sent’, and Jesus was One who was sent.  The Lord Jesus was not sent from glory: He came Himself.  But as here in perfect manhood, He took the position of being sent.  In dependent manhood He moved through this scene to the cross at Calvary where He suffered at the hands of men, but where even more 

He suffered at the hands of God.  He was made sin (2 Cor.5:21).  God placed on Him the judgment that was due to you and due to me.  He was the perfect, holy, sinless One, yet He took that place in love for you and me so that God could come out in blessing towards the whole race.  How wonderful that is. 

Paul had to do with Jesus.  The blind man had to do with Jesus too, when He was here on the earth.  When Paul had to do with the Lord Jesus, He had been to the cross and into the grave; He had been raised from the dead and He was glorified.  That is the Jesus that Paul had to do with.  Of course, it is the same Person that the blind man had to do with.  The way that you have to do with the Lord Jesus is in that sense the same way that Paul had to do with Him, because the Lord Jesus was glorified here in Acts 9, and He spoke to Saul from the glory.  How wonderful that is!  The Lord Jesus, having accomplished the wonderful work of redemption, is living now, never to die again.  His blood has been shed.  That was the witness that a precious life was laid down, but He has taken His life again in new conditions.  He is not in flesh and blood now, but He is a glorious living Man, and is available as Saviour to the whole race.  But receiving Him comes down to you and me.  As we said, it is an individual matter.  You must have to do with the Lord Jesus for yourself. 

I remember a brother whose work had to do with printing bibles.  They printed a Bible where all the words that the Lord Jesus spoke were in red, so that they stood out.  When the first copy of this Bible came off the press, he showed it to a supervisor, who looked through it all the way to Revelation, and said, ‘How is it that One who has died still speaks?’  Think of that, the testimony to the words of the Lord Jesus as glorified.  He is still speaking!  How wonderful – because He is living.  He has died, yes, and how necessary that death was.  If you and I were to be forgiven our sins, the perfect offering and sacrifice had to be made; otherwise God would not have a righteous basis to come out in forgiveness.  Yet, having died, He is living now and He still speaks. 

I want to speak of where we read in Revelation: “I Jesus”.  There are many wonderful titles of the Lord in this book, but we finish with “I Jesus”.  “I am the root and offspring of David”: it points to the fact that the Lord Jesus is a divine Person.  The Lord Jesus is Himself God.  He is the root of David, and He is also the offspring of David.  The ‘offspring’ speaks of the perfection of His manhood.  And then He adds, “the bright and morning star”.  That is to draw us away.  Perhaps you put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus some time ago, and you have got a little bit jaded.  The gospel is for us all – we all need the gospel.  It is wonderful that God in His provision for us makes the gospel available to us afresh because we need to be maintained in the freshness of our links with the Lord Jesus where He is.  He presents Himself as the root and offspring of David. 

David in the Old Testament is one that is beloved, one who is particularly attractive.  The first time that David comes onto our view, we see his personal attractiveness.  “He was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance”, 1 Sam.16:12.  Think of that, his personal attractiveness.  Perhaps I need that reminder.  “I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star”.  The Lord Jesus is spoken of in Peter as the “morning star”, 2 Pet.1:19.  But here the Lord Jesus adds the word “bright”.  You look around this world that is going on to destruction – we remember the hymn that says,  

‘The world to doom is passing,  

And you are passing too’         (Hymn 220)     

Maybe we get a little bit jaded by things.  The Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as “the bright and morning star”.  That is to attract our hearts away from things down here and engage us with Himself. 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  The Lord Jesus in the glad tidings would say to you, “Come”.  He said, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened”, Matt.11:28.  That is a personal invitation by the Lord Jesus to us all.  But here it is the Spirit and the bride who say, “Come”.  The way it is presented here, every believer who makes up this wonderful vessel, the assembly, is saying ‘Come’ to the Lord Jesus.  Why?  To extricate them from this degradation?  I think rather it is in view of the Lord coming and reigning, and He will reign.  He is going to take up His rights publicly.  All these kings and monarchs and political leaders who have gone before have had their day and it has passed.  But the Lord Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev.19:16).  What a person He is: He is going to reign, and He is going to reign gloriously.  We are ever thankful that He will reign in righteousness; everything will be absolutely right and there will be no dark corners.  There will be no ‘no-go’ areas in cities or anything like that: everything will be perfect: “A King shall reign in righteousness”, Isa.32:1.  That is the Lord Jesus; what a One He is! 

In a conversation recently we were reminded that even the greatest of this earth’s conquerors never reigned over the whole world.  God has seen to that.  But the Lord Jesus will reign over the whole world, from the river to the ends of the earth (Zech.9:10).  What a wonderful, blessed administration.  That is what the word “Come” here has in view.  “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that hears say, Come.”  Then there is a change: “And let him that is athirst come”.  Is that you, dear friend?  Here we are on the last page of Scripture and the Lord Jesus is appealing to us individually.  “And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take the water of life freely”.  It is available.  The woman in John 4 got the water of life.  How many believers have enjoyed the soul satisfaction that the “water of life” brings.  It is available to you to drink.  It is available now, dear friend. 

I trust that each one here knows the Lord Jesus for himself or herself, the One that we know as “a man called Jesus”, the One who wants to do with you personally, who speaks of Himself as “I Jesus”. 

May it be the portion of each one, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

John 9:1-11 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work. [5] As long as I am in the world, I am [the] light of the world. [6] Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes. [7] And he said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent. He went therefore and washed, and came seeing. [8] The neighbours therefore, and those who used to see him before, that he was a beggar, said, Is not this he that was sitting and begging? [9] Some said, It is he; others said, No, but he is like him: *he* said, It is I. [10] They said therefore to him, How have thine eyes been opened? [11] He answered [and said], A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw.

John 9:1-11 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work. [5] As long as I am in the world, I am [the] light of the world. [6] Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes. [7] And he said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent. He went therefore and washed, and came seeing. [8] The neighbours therefore, and those who used to see him before, that he was a beggar, said, Is not this he that was sitting and begging? [9] Some said, It is he; others said, No, but he is like him: *he* said, It is I. [10] They said therefore to him, How have thine eyes been opened? [11] He answered [and said], A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw.

Acts 9:1-5 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 9:1-5 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

2 Corinthians 1:5 (JND) [5] Because, even as the sufferings of the Christ abound towards us, so through the Christ does our encouragement also abound.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 3:16 (JND) [16] And Jesus, having been baptised, went up straightway from the water, and lo, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him:

Luke 2:42 (JND) [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast

Mark 1:11 (JND) [11] And there came a voice out of the heavens: *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

1 Samuel 16:12 (JND) [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

2 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Revelation 19:16 (JND) [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

Zechariah 9:10 (JND) [10] And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off. And he shall speak peace unto the nations; and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …
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