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DRAWING, CALLING, DOING

J. Earl 

Judges 4: 5; 5: 6, 7, 9, 11, 15–18; 15: 14–19; Ezra 7: 10; 8: 21, 22, 31 

I had three thoughts in mind in this meeting, drawing, calling and doing. Deborah is introduced to us in chapter 4 of Judges as a prophetess, one who brought in the current mind of God for the people, and she was the means of great encouragement for them, strengthening them as they came to her for judgment. So the Lord is helping, I am sure, in the prophetic meeting and how we need to make way for Him and for the Spirit through the Scriptures. The next thing that is said about her is that she is the wife of Lapidoth; that would imply that she was subject to headship, an important matter in the ordering of God both in creation and in the assembly. Paul says to Timothy, “I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness”, 1 Timothy 2: 12. We need to regard that scripture. I do not intend to say any more, but just make this comment that at times it seems that that matter is suffered. But then she speaks of herself as a mother in Israel. It seems as though she had got the victory over herself, the palm tree would imply that. It was her palm tree. What lessons there are in that for us. 

She says in chapter 5 verse 6, in the days of Shamgar the roads were unused and the travellers on highways went on crooked paths. I want to say a word on that, because a good many of us were found on crooked paths, there is not any question about that; and you know a crooked path may lead to a cul-de-sac, a dead end. When you reach a dead end on a crooked path, you either stay there where you 

are, without any change, without any outlet, or you turn around and return. God grant that we might all return. What a moment it was for the prodigal in Luke 15, when coming to himself he discovered he was in a dead end of a crooked path, and he thought about his father, and his father’s house, and the plenty; so he turned right round, and started off home. The remarkable part about it is when a person does this, the path seems to straighten out. On the basis of repentance he went as direct as he could, I am sure, to his father’s house. He did not lag on the way. I think that is what the Spirit of God is wanting from each of us. We can thank God for recovery. If the Lord in His mercy had not recovered us we would still be in that dead end. We never want to be caught up in those crooked ways again. What we need is to remain in God’s highways, “In whose heart are the highways”, Psalm 84: 5. That is beautiful, is it not? I think the returning prodigal found the way of repentance and faith. That is what Paul preached to the saints at Ephesus, repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. What a highway that is; that highway is to be in our heart. And so Deborah speaks of this, the roads were unused, the travellers on highways going on crooked paths and the villages ceased, and we know something of that. The Lord means to encourage us in our local gatherings on the line of travelling on divine highways. I have spoken of one of them. What a highway 2 Timothy 2 is. If we are on it let us stay there; let us keep on it and pursue the line. 

It is a straight line, there is nothing crooked about 2 Timothy 2, it, is as clear and precise as possible. The Lord means us not only to see it but to tread that highway with diligent haste. 

And so, it is at this point that Deborah arises. The villages ceased until Deborah arose a mother in Israel. I want to say a word as to maternal 

qualities in our localities. They are very much needed. Pauls says not many fathers, and we still have to say that, and we would have to say too, I think, not many mothers. I am not wanting to draw attention to any particular persons in this; I am thinking of what is to mark a locality. We surely need fatherhood in function. I think in measure we have it, but perhaps we have lacked a little bit in motherhood. I think the Spirit of God would say something as to that. A mother passes through travail; she would not be a mother otherwise. A mother is marked by tenderness of feeling, sympathy, she has a watchful caring eye, she is prepared for unselfish service. How many things come to mind when you think of a mother. Oh dear brethren, we need the maternal feature in function in our localities! Another thing said about a mother is that she is free. Do you understand that? “But the Jerusalem above is free”. Paul says, “which is our mother”, Gal: 4: 26. He is writing to the Galatians when he said that, so I assume he is thinking of legality. This is something to pray about that the Lord may help us, in the maternal side of the truth in our localities. 

Now I come to other things. This chapter has been likened to the judgment seat of Christ, in that things are gone over, it is a review of what has happened. Some have been marked by this, and some have been marked by that. I want to speak of the matter that is referred to in verse 11, but before that, she says, “My heart is toward the governors of Israel, who offered themselves willingly among the people”. That is open to every one of us, to offer ourselves willingly in service to the Lord and His people. She comes to this verse which really led me to this chapter. “Because of the voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water” (v.11). That is something to aim at in our localities, dividing the spoil. You remember when David came back from the destruction of the Amalekites, he set certain of the flock out in front, and he said, “This is David’s spoil”, 1 Samuel 30: 20. It is spoil for Christ that we want in our localities. 

Then she says in that verse, “Because of the voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water”. We are here today in a place where water is drawn. We are not to stand out in front of our local brethren nor to lag behind them. We are in the midst of them. I think that this would link with what we were saying today that there is no need to assert things dogmatically; we should be ready to mutually draw together. What a depth of wealth and resource lies in the Spirit of God. “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. Just think of that. God has given us the Spirit to reveal these things to us. It says the Spirit searches the depths of God. What an opportunity when we come together in a reading just to sit and draw water. It need not be a question of outstanding gift; that, of course, comes into it, we need a lead, but we do need to operate mutually so that all the brethren are refreshed by the drawing of water. 

Then it says that there they rehearsed the righteous acts of Jehovah. How we can go over that ground. How faithful God has been to us. Most of us have been through a great deal of shame too, we have had to repent and be recovered. God has been faithful in all these things and the Spirit of God has remained among us. It is good to go over these things in the testimony. I wonder how much we do; things that have happened in our lifetime in relation to the truth. 

Battles have had to be fought, there have had to be conquests and there has been suffering. We are here today with the opportunity of being committed loyally to the truth. Oh may the Lord hold us in that highway! His righteous acts towards His villages in Israel. That is another thing. Is not the Lord faithful in the way He holds two or three together in a place? How could they do it otherwise? The Lord means to encourage the local meetings, even though the numbers be few. If it pleases Him we would like to see additions. There is nothing wrong with that. The fact is that there has had to be reduction, It is the Lord’s matter sovereignly whether He adds to numbers or not, but it is for us to be committed to what is right, and stand together in the truth, and not be entangled in any crooked path. May the Lord save us from it. The Lord is for these villages in Israel. He is indeed; I am sure of that. The Lord means these small gatherings to be strengthened and encouraged and held. He does not want anyone going away. 

I read about Samson in Judges 15. It is not the Midianites now, but the Philistines, and that brings it very near home, there is something Philistinic in each one of us; it relates to the flesh. It is one of the things that we have to guard against personally. We were talking about it today, the tendency to store knowledge and then relay it. That does not give the Spirit of God much room, does it? The word of God is living and who like the Spirit can use it? Let the oil flow, let the Spirit have His way. What we have gathered in the way of knowledge, what we have acquired, will not be lost; it is a question of what we make of it or attempt to make of it. And so it is good to see these Philistines being knocked over, to see Samson swinging this jawbone, and they are not intended to come up again. You know what David did to the Philistine, even after he had brought him 

down with a stone, he severed his head with Goliath’s own sword. There is to be no return with David of the Philistinic idea. He comes away from the scene with the Philistine’s head in his hand. It tells us that he carried it up to Jerusalem. I think we can see the bearing of that. 

It was to make way for the headship of Christ in type. But then it says also that he put his armour in his tent. I think, dear brethren, that we need that armour in our local tents. That armour speaks of the Philistine being disarmed, and we do not want to give him any ground. 

He was a big man that David slew, about ten feet high, big in every way. David brought him down with one small stone, and the Lord means that man to be brought down in each one of us. Let us have a judgment of what is Philistinic and keep it under, and that will help to make way for the Spirit of God. 

So when Samson had finished this slaughter he was very thirsty. Thirst relates to what is inward with us. The slaughter of the Philistines did not exactly minister to his inward longings. What does God do? He makes provision for him, not by cleaving the jawbone, but by cleaving the hollow rock. The jawbone had its place; one of the remarkable weapons used in the book of Judges. Shamgar used an ox-goad, Samson used a jawbone of an ass, Jael used a carpenter’s hammer and a tent-pin. These are the weapons that God helps people to use in order that the enemy’s attack may fail. So now after the Philistines are down, Samson needs to be revived in soul, and so do you and I. How is that to come about? What will meet that, dear brethren, is the caller’s spring. What reserves are there; what wealth is there, what depth is there; I am alluding to the Spirit of God. This is a beautiful type of Him, the ‘caller’s spring’. It means you can call at any time and the answer 

will be there immediately. Oh let us learn to call on the Spirit and He will meet our inward needs. This is something that the Philistine knows nothing about. So we need to keep the Philistine in his place, keep him under, not give him any room at all. Oh we need to make more and more room for the Spirit as the ‘caller’s spring’. And what happened? he was revived, and, dear brethren, the Lord means us to be revived. We are in a time of revival, it has not finished yet, this period of church revival. Some of us have heard about that most of our lives. I can go back a fair way and I can remember this being said, ‘We are in a time of church revival’. It is as true today as ever. We are near the end of it. The Spirit is about to complete His work and the dispensation will close. Then from the responsible point of view we will have to face the judgment seat, and it will come out just where we were in the time of responsibility. What will help us more than anything now is the matter of calling on the Spirit. 

I refer to Ezra just simply because he sets out this idea of doing. Paul said to the Corinthians at the end of his second letter to them, “We pray to God that ye may do nothing evil; not that we may appear approved, but that ye may do what is right, and we be as reprobates”, 2 

Corinthians 13: 7. I think that was a beautifully encouraging thing for him to say to them. 

They had done things that were not right. How simple it is; that is the highway to go on. We quoted it today, the Lord said, “If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them”, John 13: 17. Well, we come together and the truth is before us, we support it, but do we go away and leave it at that? Other things come in you know, I meant to refer to it when I was speaking about Reuben. 

I might go back to it, as it links with this. 

It speaks of Asher sitting on the seashore. You might say there is nothing wrong with that. 

The seashore is not a prohibited area in that sense. The seashore is a creature of God. But I can say this that it is no place to be when a war is on, when as fight is being fought. The fight was from heaven that is what is said. “From heaven was the fight”. And if heaven is involved in any matter, is not that where we would want to be? And so it is a question of the use we make of these things. We have to be clear that there are not any prohibitions in Christianity in relation to the creatures of God. “Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, being received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by God’s word and freely addressing, him”, Paul says (1 Timothy 4: 4, 5). The danger lies in the use we make of these things. So there was Asher sitting on the seashore when he should have been in the fight and it says, “In his creeks”. I had to read that a second time, but that is what it says, “his creeks”. I think we can over emphasize the idea of what is local. If you had gone up one of those creeks you might have been told you were trespassing, ‘This is our territory’. How does a creek become local? Water has to come from somewhere in the first place and has to run somewhere afterwards. So how can you make a creek local? Then I think the matter is balanced by the priesthood, and a priest has a moral right to go up any creek. He has right of way everywhere, provided he goes as a priest. 

It says here, “For Ezra had directed his heart to seek the law of Jehovah and to do it, and to teach in Israel the statutes and the ordinances”. What a priest he was! He is dedicated to doing this thing. That really embodies my message today. Then it says in the other verses we read they were freed from Babylon, all they had to do was go home, 

go back. Of course they carried a lot of wealth with them, there was a danger of highwaymen besetting them, and they might have asked the king for a guard to protect them. It says they were ashamed to do that. Legitimately they could have done it, but what they did was to trust in God. They fasted and prayed and asked God to open up a way for them. “I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before, our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance”. Is not that a happy end to these local exercises? Has not the right way been opened up to us? It is as clear as can be, all we have to do is to take it. It says they were ashamed to ask for protection because they had told the king that if they did what was right that their God would protect them. That is a beautiful touch I think. So they did not ask, and after the prayer and fasting they went on their way. They followed the highway through; the way back to Jerusalem. That is what it was, and God has opened up a way for us. Oh let the young people take that way! It is a clear way, a straight way, nothing crooked about it, and God will bless you if you take it. His Spirit will furnish the strength to hold you in it until the end of your testimony here. I was touched as I read this verse a few days ago, that they were ashamed to ask the king for support. They met the matter morally and dependently, in fasting and prayer, and God opened the way up and nobody attacked them as they went to Jerusalem to have part in the great work of God. They were prospered, and God will prosper us locally and generally, as we commit ourselves to Him in dependence on these lines. May it be so for His glory. 
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Scripture references

Judges 4:5 (JND) [5] And she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.

Judges 5:6-18 (JND) [6] In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. [7] The villages ceased in Israel, Ceased until that I Deborah arose, That I arose a mother in Israel. [8] They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: Was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel? [9] My heart is toward the governors of Israel, who offered themselves willingly among the people. Bless Jehovah! [10] Ye that ride on white she-asses, ye that sit on carpets, and ye that walk by the way, consider. [11] Because of the voice of those who divide [the spoil] in the midst of the places of drawing water; There they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, His righteous acts toward his villages in Israel. Then the people of Jehovah went down to the gates. [12] Awake, awake, Deborah! awake, awake, utter a song! Arise, Barak, and lead captive thy captives, thou son of Abinoam! [13] Then come down, thou, the remnant of nobles, [as his] people; Jehovah! come down with me in the midst of the mighty ones. [14] Out of Ephraim [came] those whose root was in Amalek; After thee was Benjamin among thy peoples. Out of Machir came down governors, And out of Zebulun they that handled the staff of the ruler. [15] And the princes in Issachar were with Deborah; And Issachar, like Barak; They were sent into the valley at his feet. In the divisions of Reuben there were great resolves of heart! [16] Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, To hear the bleating of the flocks? In the divisions of Reuben there were great deliberations of heart! [17] Gilead abode beyond Jordan; And Dan, why did he remain in ships? Asher sat on the sea-shore, And abode in his creeks. …

Judges 15:14-19 (JND) [14] When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. [15] And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men. [16] And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, With the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. [17] And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. [18] And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? [19] And God clave the hallow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.

Ezra 7:10 (JND) [10] For Ezra had directed his heart to seek the law of Jehovah and to do it, and to teach in Israel the statutes and the ordinances.

Ezra 8:21-31 (JND) [21] And I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. [22] For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way; for we had spoken to the king saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him; but his power and his anger is against all them that forsake him. [23] And we fasted, and besought our God for this; and he was entreated of us. [24] And I separated twelve of the chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren with them, [25] and I weighed to them the silver and the gold and the vessels, the heave-offering for the house of our God, which the king and his counsellors and his princes, and all Israel present, had offered. [26] And I weighed into their hand six hundred and fifty talents of silver; and silver vessels a hundred talents, [and] of gold a hundred talents; [27] and twenty basons of gold, of a thousand darics; and two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold. [28] And I said to them, Ye are holy unto Jehovah; the vessels also are holy; and the silver and the gold is a voluntary offering to Jehovah the God of your fathers. [29] Watch and keep [them] until ye weigh them before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites, and the chiefs of the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of Jehovah. [30] And the priests and the Levites received by weight the silver and the gold and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem unto the house of our God. [31] And we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth of the first month, to go to Jerusalem; and the hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way.

1 Timothy 2:12 (JND) [12] but I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness;

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Psalms 84:5 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Samuel 30:20 (JND) [20] And David took all the flocks and the herds, [which] they drove before the other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Judges 15 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after a time, in the days of the wheat-harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid of the goats. And he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber; but her father would not suffer him to go in. [2] And her father said, I verily thought that thou didst utterly hate her; therefore I gave her to thy companion. Is not her younger sister fairer than she? Let her, I pray thee, be thine instead of her. [3] And Samson said to them, This time I am blameless toward the Philistines, though I do them harm. …

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

1 Timothy 4:4-5 (JND) [4] For every creature of God [is] good, and nothing [is] to be rejected, being received with thanksgiving; [5] for it is sanctified by God's word and freely addressing [him].



DEFINITENESS IN COMMITTAL

E. O. P. Mutton 

Exodus 21: 1–6; Hebrews 11: 24–26 

I seek grace to say a word as to definiteness in committal. These are well known scriptures but I have an impression that the Lord would challenge each of us as to the definiteness of our committal, especially those of us here who are breaking bread. Everyone who is breaking bread has made a definite committal. Last Lord’s Day we put our hands to the loaf and the cup and that is a committal which we made. I have the impression that some of us do not realise the blessedness, and yet the solemnity, of what we do in actually partaking of the emblems. I would like to encourage us all to think more deeply about what breaking bread means. It is something physical that the Lord has given us to do. We actually put our hands to the loaf, and we drink out of the cup, and that carries with it a certain declaration; a declaration to the world, to the angels, and to our brethren that we are committed to what the Lord’s supper represents. It represents the highest thought of committal seen in the Lord Jesus Himself. Now some of us may not reflect that committal during the week that follows, and maybe we break bread very glibly. We may regard it as something that when you get to a certain age you ought to be doing, so I might as well do it too. Beloved brother or sister, we put our hands to the loaf and the cup every week and in effect say that we are committed to the death of Christ; committed to that character of devotion, “This is my body, which is for you”. We are also committed to the effects of that death and what has come out of that death as seen in the cup, “The cup of blessing which we bless” (1 Corinthians 10: 16), and we commit ourselves to the fellowship of God’s Son in so doing. That is a very great privilege. It is the most exclusive and privileged fellowship that anyone on earth could ever belong to, and it carries with it certain responsibilities. We used to hear a little more than we do now as to partnership. It involves a partnership among those who put their hands to the loaf and the cup. 

We used to be told when I was young, if I do something or go somewhere which is dishonouring to the Lord, I take all the brethren with me. That is the standard of the partnership, and it is a very blessed thing. It is something that it is our privilege to enjoy, the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. If you break bread you have made that committal outwardly, and the grace of God is that He would help you to keep that committal practically. God is not saying, ‘You have committed yourself to that outwardly and if you do not keep it, there is judgment’. God is saying, ‘You have committed yourself to that outwardly, however unintelligently, and I would like you to understand the blessedness and the responsibility of what is involved in the fellowship’. I would therefore like to say a word from these two scriptures to encourage every heart. You may have had a brighter day in your soul history, maybe you can remember the first time you broke bread, remember the Lord’s Day, remember who preached in the evening, remember the old brothers putting their arms round your shoulders at the end of the gospel, and saying, ‘You have committed yourself to something that is very great’. Maybe you have fallen from that; but God has remembered it. 

He said to some, ‘I remember for thee ... when thou wentest after me’ God remembers that for you and He would love to have you recovered to that level of committal. You may not have fully understood what was involved, but God will gently lead you on and He would lead you on by showing you the standard of committal that there is in the Lord Jesus Himself. 

That is what we get in Exodus 21. It would have been actual, of course, for some Hebrew bondman. But it speaks to us primarily of the character of the committal that was seen in the Lord Jesus, “Shall say distinctly”. There is a lot of indistinct speaking in the world today. 

There has never been a time when there was more indistinct speaking, more voices that do not really know what they are saying. I have been impressed over recent months with how much politicians say and not really commit themselves to anything. We can be like that, we can say a lot of things and actually not commit ourselves to them. But the committal of the Lord Jesus was not like that. He said distinctly, “I love”, and that is the basis of committal, love. The basis of the Lord’s committal to the will of God was love for His God, love for the assembly and love, as it says here, for His children, love for you and love for me. I am just applying this scripture as it appeals to me, and, beloved brother or sister, our committal will only be distinct if it is based on love for God and love for what is of God—love for Christ, of course, and love for the Spirit—but also love for the people of God, both in the expression of the assembly, as the Lord has given us to enjoy it, and also in our individual love for the saints. The Lord Jesus committed Himself; He said distinctly, “I love”. Now, beloved brother or sister, that is the way the Lord has committed Himself to you. We come into this on an individual basis. We have a sense in the gospel as it reaches us of the way the Lord has committed Himself to us, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Paul says (Galatians 2: 20). ‘Well’, you say, ‘that is the gospel’. I tell you, dear friend, you will never be committed if you have not been affected by the gospel; and you will not continue in committal unless you are maintained in the spirit of the gospel, because that is where we learn the character of God’s committal to us, “not that we loved God, but that he loved us” (1 John 4: 10) and God has said it distinctly. God is saying distinctly that He is going to have man in His presence eternally, and the Lord Jesus said distinctly that He was coming to do the will of God, involving His death and His burial and His bearing the judgment of God against sin that you and I might be secured. If you want to see the standard of God’s committal to you, if you want to see the standard of the committal of the Lord Jesus to you, dear friend, you need to take a look at the cross, you need to take a look at what happened there, to see the great work that was undertaken, the committal of God in love to you and to me. But this scripture presents it from the Lord’s side, “I love my master”. You contemplate what the Lord Jesus loved, loving His God, “Lo, I come to do, O God, thy will” (Hebrews 10: 7), committing Himself to the great realm of blessing that is going to be for God eternally; to securing the universe in accord with the pleasure of God. What a, vast realm there is in that! Everything that God’s eye is going to rest upon eternally, secured by the Lord Jesus in the way He went and what He has done. It involved His being forsaken of God, being made sin—the very thing that kept man out of God’s presence, and the judgment against it exhausted by the Lord Jesus in those three hours of darkness on the cross. That is the standard of the committal of God, the committal of the Lord Jesus to you and to me. Christian committal must be in the light of that wonderful standard. And it has been said distinctly. How more distinctive could God have made His love? How more distinctly could the Lord Jesus have made His committal than at the cross. As you and I put our hands to the loaf and the cup tomorrow morning we are committing ourselves to being here as true to that great and eternal work, and as true to the One who effected it. 

Then the Lord says, “I love … my wife”. In fact, the words, “I love” do not come in again as though it is one whole. “I love my master, my wife, and my children”. How the Lord Jesus loves His assembly! “Even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Ephesians 5: 25. The marital bond is some little picture that God has given us, in what is natural of the way the Lord Jesus is committed, to the assembly, “I love my wife”. 

That should be a very great preservative against any thought that assembly experience is not possible in a day of breakdown. Without making any claim and without making any pretension, such is the Lord’s love for His assembly that it is unthinkable that as long as the Spirit is here, there is not going to be an answer, a committed answer, from a vessel that Christ has committed Himself to. 

And, it says, “I love ... my children”. I think that would just bring in the individual touch. We need that sometimes, you know, in our pathways, the assurance that the Lord Jesus is still committed to us, “And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. What a committal the Lord Jesus has made, a committal to God and to the great thoughts of God, committal to the present expression of them down here, and a committal to each one of us as we go through this scene until He takes us to be with Himself. 

Now that is what the Lord Jesus has done, and that is what the Lord Jesus is asking us to do, to commit ourselves distinctly. Maybe you are a secret disciple, maybe you are a lax disciple, a backslider, but God would encourage you by this word to commit yourself in this character of dedication—say distinctly! If you actually break bread, you have done it outwardly, and it is a very sad thing if you are doing it outwardly and are not exercised to be consistent with, that standard of committal. That would challenge every one of us as to whether right through the week we are in keeping with what we do at the Supper. It is the most important, thing we do in the week. There is nothing more important, no more important appointment, no more important matter than the Lord’s supper. We ought to be prepared for it, we ought to be there in exercise, and we ought to get the gain of it as we proceed through the week. 

Now the Lord Jesus would encourage us to make this kind of committal. That is why I read in Hebrews. We get a picture there of a man who made distinct committals. He had to leave certain things, he had to choose certain things and he finished up by having respect for certain things. God would bring you into a system of blessing, things that are worth going in for. Your committal to the Lord’s supper and the things of God is not a negative matter; it is a positive matter, and the more positive you are about the things of God, the less important will seem other things that loom so large, especially when we are young. The bondman in Exodus 21 had to leave everything, he could not go out free, and, beloved brother or sister, as you commit yourself to the Lord, in effect you are saying you are not going to have your part in what is dishonouring to Him in any shape or form. And the bondman could not go back. He had one opportunity and he had to make his decision. He made his decision, he could not go: out free. Now, I am sure that the majority, if not all of us in this room, have made that kind of committal, and God would encourage us to keep to it, to be committed to the Lord, to be committed to the expression of the assembly locally where we are, and to be committed to one another. Well, you say, there are plenty of brethren in my locality, I do not need to do that. There are plenty of others that are committed. Thank God for that, but the Lord wants everybody committed. The Lord does not want persons that are sitting by the window-sill and are going to fall out like Eutychus did. The Lord wants persons who are committed. You say, it is not a very attractive path outwardly; I thought I could carve myself out a nice place in the world, have a nice career and get on in the world. Beloved brother or sister, we need to sit down and think of the things that really matter. Again in the gospel we do that. We say to persons, this is a question between heaven and hell, between an eternity with Christ or an eternity lost, and as far as the testimony is concerned, the alternative is between being fully committed to the things of God, and to finding your part and place in a world that has rejected Christ and is dishonouring Him at the present time. 

These are the things that really matter, committal to Christ and the enjoyment of Christian fellowship; these are connected with the things that are going through. There is what is going to appear in eternity, while other things will not. However high you get up in the world, you can never take anything of this world with you. It has been well said, ‘the higher you get in this world, the nearer you get to the god of it and the more difficult you will find it. There are many of us here who can speak from some little experience that the more you get on in the world and promoted in your job, the more difficult it is to remain true to the committal that we make every Lord’s Day at the Supper. None of us find these things easy, especially when we are young, but sometimes when we are older, what is worldly has not quite so much a hold on us (although we have to be careful in thinking that we have got beyond that), but what is earthly may have increasingly a hold on us as we get more of this world’s goods. The enemy is very, very clever at using what is material to keep us locked to the earth and unavailable for full committal. 

So, in Hebrews, it says of Moses first, “when he had become great, refused”. That is the first step, refusal of the line that is going to lead me away from Christ, and we need to be distinct. If in doubt, refuse it. My grandfather said that to me. When I asked him about a certain thing, was it all right to do it, he said, ‘If in doubt, do not do it’. Let us encourage one another that if we are going to be committed to the things of God, with the great realm of blessing that God wants us to enter into, we are going to have to refuse the line of things that is never going to help us. If you try to mix what is of God and what is of the world, you will be the loser. You cannot say, I will have half of one and half of the other, you will lose the good of both. It is not a question of being able to divide your life in half, and say that is for God and that is for the world. No, you will find in your experience that the world will get everything. And then Moses chose. That is the second step, you need to choose and, if you are breaking bread, in a certain sense you have chosen. You have chosen to throw in your lot with the people of God, an outwardly poor little company of persons, and maybe in your locality only just a few. 

What a day of breakdown and failure it is, and yet the loaf and the cup are there every Lord’s Day. God has never had to change anything, and as you come to the Supper, what do see? A whole loaf, a witness to the total committal of Christ to God and to the will of God. You see a whole loaf, showing that God has never given up on the thought of what He is going to secure, one glorious whole. You see the cup, a cup that for the Lord was a cup of sorrow, but for us is a cup of blessing. The Lord would challenge us as to whether we are prepared to choose the things that are so great and things that really matter. 

And finally, Moses came to “esteeming the reproach of the Christ ...”. I do not know whether I have reached there yet, esteeming things but, dear young brethren, let me say this to you, I think I am beginning to see that as you go in for the things of God, they become increasingly precious to you. If you stand on the outside, and do not taste and see that the Lord is good, you may well be in the position of trying to refuse certain things without anything to fill your heart, and the enemy loves that. He would love you to renounce everything here, and yet not to fully commit yourself, and just have a vacuum which he can then fill, and the last state, as the Lord said, would be worse than the first. What the Lord Jesus would like to do is to fill your heart with Himself that you might see and enjoy the reality and the preciousness of the world that He fills. Another Man in another world—One that you will increasingly want to be committed to—the Man who has given His all for you. 

Now, practically the Lord has much that He would like you to be committed to. It is not a nominal committal to the Supper and that is the end of it. No, God has here that which is very precious to Him. The Lord Jesus would love you to commit yourself to the local expression of what is here for His, pleasure. You see, there are many in Christendom who are committed to the Lord, and their faithfulness puts us shame. I spent some years working side by side with such persons in the east end of London, and the faithfulness of those men makes you feel very small, and yet they had no conception of the fact that there is something that the Lord Jesus has down here which is for His pleasure now, and which He will have eternally. Now the Lord Jesus has put you in touch with it in your locality and He would love you to be committed to that. Then there is plenty in the local meeting that the Lord has to do. We who are older ought to be concerned that we keep in touch practically with the young people. Young people need to keep near to those who are more spiritual than they are. Sometimes when we are young we would like to be committed, but we feel that if we do we will stand out among the other young people; they will think we are super-spiritual. 

The Lord will be with you, young brother or sister, if you commit yourself to the Lord and to His interests in your locality and you will be surprised what an influence you will be for good among your own age group. I think sometimes that the young people are just waiting for someone in their own age group to have the courage to say, ‘I am going to commit myself to the Lord, I am going to be here for His pleasure’ and go on and do it. I think you will be surprised as to how many will rally to that kind of call. Christian fellowship is a wonderful thing. Not just the social side; we enjoy the company of the saints, we enjoy being in the households of the saints; that is good and we need to keep it up, but there is something deeper than that, our spiritual links together in the common appreciation that we have of Christ and what is precious to His heart, and the Lord wants us committed to that. 

Then we are to be committed to one another on an individual level, ‘If thy brother grow poor beside thee’ comes into the Old Testament scripture (see Leviticus 25: 39). Maybe you can encourage a saint old or young. No one else may see it. Some of us become obsessed with what is outward in service, but I am convinced that, like the iceberg, nine-tenths of service no one ever sees except the Lord. Maybe you just went to see an old sister for five minutes and the Lord would say, ‘I valued that’. “Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me”, Matthew 25: 40. That is the kind of value we should have as we commit ourselves. The Lord has something for us to do. It may be the support of what He has in your locality, and as doing it for the Lord you will find rich recompense in your soul. But above all, beloved brethren, can I leave this word with all of us, let us say these things distinctly and the Lord will help us. If you make a committal in genuineness of exercise before God, feeling ever so weak, the Lord will keep you to that, and He will bring you to the recompense. 

Let all of us bear in mind that we will commit ourselves, if the Lord leaves us here, tomorrow morning, by putting our hands to the loaf and the cup. Unless you actually stop breaking bread (and I am not encouraging anyone to do that), you have outwardly committed yourself. 

He is not telling anyone to stop breaking bread because they do not feel able for it. Do not stop making the committal. How gracious the Lord is that we do it every week. The Lord is not saying once a year, and then wait for a year before that exercise comes round again. No, at the beginning of every week the Lord recalls us to the standard of committal seen in Himself, and appeals to us in the emblems to follow suit and say distinctly, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, .I will not go free”. May the Lord help us all. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
10 November 1990 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Hebrews 11:24-26 (JND) [24] By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharaoh's daughter; [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

1 Corinthians 10:16 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ?

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 John 4:10 (JND) [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Leviticus 25:39 (JND) [39] And if thy brother grow poor beside thee, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant:

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.



PLEASING GOD

G. B. Grant 

Luke 2: 36–38 

I thought of Anna, who was marked by going on with what was pleasing to God, serving God continually—“who did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers”. Her whole life was devoted to God’s interests; she accepted God’s will for her though testing in this case. She had committed herself to God’s interests, serving night and day. My thought is this, that we can continually be engaged with what is pleasing to God, serving God. God saw to it that Anna had part in what was proceeding spiritually at the moment, because in her exercises she was continually occupied with what was right and pleasing to God. God saw to it that she was present at this time, at the greatest thing that had ever happened in the temple, Jesus being brought in by His parents and in the arms of Simeon. 

It is an encouragement to us to continue in what is for God’s pleasure. In that way we will have part in what is going on currently in the Spirit. She did not in any way try and arrange this herself. God saw to it and overruled so that she had this favour. 

How attractive this section is, Simeon with this Babe in his arms, and Anna there to have part in what was taking place. There was a good and stable condition with this woman; fastings shutting out anything of self, even legitimate things, and in prayers, being marked.by dependence on God. So it says, “and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord”. 

How attractive that is; God is getting His portion from this person who would not at all be though much of in the religious circles of that time, but who was, in her own exercises, committed to the Lord’s interests. I was attracted by this that God would overrule and order that she was present at this favoured time. 

May it be an encouragement to us all to continue daily in our individual exercises and assembly exercises, and find that God will recompense us and bless us in our own souls with a fuller appreciation of this blessed Person, our Lord Jesus Christ. So she “spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem”; what a glorious Person to speak of. She spoke of Him to those who were similarly exercised, those who were engaged with what was right and pleasing to God at that time. May the Lord encourage us on these lines. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
2 July 1991 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:36-38 (JND) [36] And there was a prophetess, Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of [the] tribe of Asher, who was far advanced in years, having lived with [her] husband seven years from her virginity, [37] and herself a widow up to eighty-four years; who did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers; [38] and she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem.



EXTRACTS

SCHOOL INFLUENCES  School conditions and influences offer serious difficulties to young people, but the greater the opposing circumstances, the more will the “great salvation” be experienced. The Lord, in Revelation chapters 2 and 3, repeatedly says, “I know”. In many experiences young believers suffer keenly, but the circumstances are such that others cannot know and so cannot sympathise, but the Lord knows and makes Himself indispensable to us as coming in in His own way to cheer, giving us to understand that He knows and feels. 

David qualifies through conflict in secret, in which he proved Jehovah’s support and deliverance for the great position he occupied in the testimony later. The Lord takes us up to make us something for the testimony, as we see in Peter. You have been held at the crossway by loving care, and now the Lord is saying He has need of you, see Mark 11: 4. That you may grow up in the knowledge of Him and be found useful in His service, will be our prayer for you. 

Ex Letter 

J. Taylor (Vol. 13, p.409) 

It is manifest that as “sent” the Son had a mission to carry out; He was in the position of doing the will of Another. He said Himself, “For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do my will, but the will of him that has sent me”, John 6: 38. This does not imply any inequality between Him and the Father in the Godhead, but it does assert that as come down from heaven He took a relative position in which He did not do His own will but that of the Father. Jesus is God, but obedience is not a proof of His Deity, but of His perfection as Man. 

It may be said that His own will could not be otherwise than right, but this does not alter the fact that if He had done His own will it would have been to give up the whole principle on which He lived as Man. No believer needs to be reminded that at a most solemn hour He said, 

“But not as I will, but as thou wilt”. It is as Man that He is seen to be the sent One of God the Father. So John can say, “And we have seen, and testify, that the Father: has sent the Son as Saviour of the world”, 1 John 4: 14. 

Letters of C. A. Coates, p.283
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Scripture references

Mark 11:4 (JND) [4] And they departed, and found a colt bound to the door without at the crossway, and they loose him.

John 6:38 (JND) [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me.

1 John 4:14 (JND) [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world.
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