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BEING WITH CHRIST

W. McKillop 

Mark 3: 13, 14; Luke 8: 1–3; Matthew 20: 17–19; Mark 4: 35–38 

What I would like to speak about, beloved brethren, is quite simple but I think vitally important at the present juncture of the testimony and it is the thought of being with Christ. 

You notice in these passages what is emphasised is that persons were with Him. Finally, we shall, of course, be with Him in actuality; the answer no doubt to His prayer in John 17: 24, “Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me”. That the Lord’s prayer will be answered is as certain as anything could be for we shall be with Him where He is and we shall see His glory. What a wondrous prospect is before us, how our souls should be exhilarated as we think of it! If we think of those who have fallen asleep, and the great matter of change, the apostle does not finish speaking about that without adding 1 Thessalonians 4: 17, “and thus we shall be always with the Lord”. 

The exercise I have is that we might be with the Lord currently in the testimony. I can think of nothing that the Lord desires more than that He should have persons who are with Him, in purity, sympathetically, and supportively of His interests, and who are available to Him for whatever He has in mind. So I read this passage in Mark because the Lord establishes certain principles of operation that He intended to characterise the whole assembly period. I am quite clear that here He was selecting the twelve apostles, but the principles on which the Lord operated then are the same as those on which He is operating now. He goes up into the mountain; the Lord is not operating on the low level of what is current about us religiously, nor is He operating on any low level that may exist in any of our souls. He is operating from this elevated point of view, “he goes up into the mountain, and calls whom he himself would”. What I would like to say specially as to this passage is, if I am in the testimony at all, and you are in it at all, we are so because He has sovereignly called us into it. We have often noted that persons who ran up to Him in the way, the Lord dispensed with quickly because they are unreliable. But those who answer to His sovereign call, He is able to take up and able to use currently in the testimony and in the service of God in the assembly. It says, “they went to him”. I think that is a very great matter to come to, that if you are in fellowship, as we speak, if you are having part in the testimony of our Lord, it is because you have gone to Him. I do not know anything else that will keep us alive in the testimony until the Lord comes except going to Him. 

So He appointed the twelve. Perhaps you noticed as we read these scriptures that the thought of twelve enters into them in every case. I think that is another principle that the Lord established at the beginning of the dispensation that He intends to go right through until the end, the thought of the twelve. I am not thinking just of the numeral twelve, but of what it signifies; it refers to the operations of love that the Lord carries on, and that He has persons who are usable in His hand who are almost interchangeable. It has been said, and it is a simple thought, that twelve is the most divisible of numbers. This would mean that the Lord is thinking about His system as something marked by spiritual liberty and flexibility, and yet under Him as sovereignly in charge of everything under God. The first thing said is that they might be with Him. If the Lord has sovereignly called you and me into the testimony, in His grace, it is that we might be with Him, and that is all of us. I am not thinking of what is individual at this point. There are our secret individual links with Christ, and the Lord values those, but I am thinking about the thought of the twelve as relating to what is collective. One thing that 

we need to cleave to is that the Lord has in mind the full collective thought of the assembly in His current operations. We were instructed years ago, as older brethren will remember, that when the Lord said to Philadelphia, “shall know that I have loved thee” (Revelation 3: 9). He is thinking about the whole thought of the assembly, and that is really what the twelve has in mind. It is important in a broken day to keep that before us. A great deal of time and effort has been spent among us discussing issues and persons, so to some extent, the full thought that the Lord has in mind has escaped us or has become somewhat cloudy. The Lord would clarify things for us, and say, ‘Lay hold of what I have established as My operating principles at the beginning of the dispensation and be sure that you understand that I am still operating on those principles; I have not given them up, I have not changed them’. So the twelve went to Him. It would be wonderful if the thought of the twelve, as the result of these meetings, is amplified in our localities, and that collectively there is a greater movement inwardly to Him. 

In Luke’s gospel, we find that the Lord is the One who is doing the work. Mark would say that the twelve were to do the work, and that is true. One thing I would point out, too, beloved brethren, is that Mark calls attention to the fact the Lord gave names to persons. I would like to encourage everyone, especially those who are younger, to get to the Lord and ask Him how He has named you with a view to where you fit in His system, because what He names you indicates where you are to be placed and how you are to function. Without that there will be a great deal of aimlessness and a good deal of uncertainty as to where I fit and how I am to be one of the twelve. So in Luke’s gospel, “it came to pass afterwards”. Well, we can think about the “afterwards”, to put it that way, of these meetings, that when they finish, the Lord has not stopped operating; He is working in these meetings, I think that is clear to anyone with eyes to see, but He is going to work afterwards and He is doing the work. Long ago, we were told by a great servant, that all anyone who serves can do is to bring light to the saints but the work must be God’s. We had that in the reading, “it is God who works in you both the willing and the working according to his good pleasure”, Philippians 2: 13. I am very conscious that, in attempting to speak a word to you, beloved brethren, in affection and respect, I cannot effectuate a single thing inwardly in any one of you which will be for God; it must be His work. 

So, “he went through the country city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God”. A good deal of the discouragement among us, and a good deal of the cloudiness of vision is because we need to come back under the influence of Christ as He has preached the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. As long as I cleave to my own thoughts, my view will be cloudy, and I will be uncertain where I fit in the divine system. So it says, “and the twelve were with him”. The Lord loves us and He wants us to be with Him, the twelve. The twelve would mean that there is no disunity, there are no persons here and there saying, this and that, things which are not the Lord’s mind. You notice, it is city by city, and village by village; the Lord has concern about every locality. In this passage, He would say to us, I am coming there because the thought of the twelve must not be surrendered. The saints must be kept together in the unity of the faith as well as the unity of the Spirit. Not only must the inward bond of affection be maintained so that we speak well of one another, but there must be the unity of the faith so that the mind of Christ is what governs us locally and universally. So these women come onto view. They are honourable women, like those we considered in Matthew, and it says, “and many others”. 

There is plenty of room, dear sisters, for all of you in the “many others, who ministered to him of their substance”. Substance is acquired as we make way for wisdom. The early chapters of Proverbs show how to 

acquire spiritual substance; to put it very simply, it is that you come to it that the wisdom of God is in Christ and you go to Him, and as going to Him you will acquire substance and then you can minister to Him. 

We referred at the close of the reading to what is before us in the Lord’s coming. I read in Matthew because I want to suggest two things for our consideration. One is the Lord’s tenderness and priestly grace in keeping us together in the way. “And Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples with him”. Here are the twelve and they are disciples; the preaching of the glad tidings of the kingdom of God has had its effect and so the Lord can take these persons like ourselves, apart in the way and open up something to us. Here He was going up to Jerusalem to die and He would open up that to them to draw them sympathetically into the current of His sufferings. Matthew does not say as Mark does that “they understood not”. These are really kingdom men who are becoming assembly men. It is worth noting that this being the assembly gospel, it opens with the thought of ‘God with us’ and closes with, “behold, I am with you all the days”, but the same Person; Jesus Christ, “the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. When it was said, “and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1: 23), it alludes to Christ, and at the end He says, “I am with you all the days”, Matthew 28: 20. 

The Lord would say to us that if you are going to be with Me, you need to understand that it is a suffering way. Not that we are going to be burned at the stake, not perhaps that we shall even suffer as believers are in Eastern countries, but, we might say, in a greater sense, we shall suffer in our spirits in a priestly way, taking on the iniquity of the sanctuary. I would not in any sense deprecate the physical sufferings of believers in other parts of the world; indeed, we pray for them that they might be strengthened, but our part, in suffering, is largely what we carry in our spirits in a priestly way. And the Lord would say, If you come into this with Me, and with the twelve, be prepared to suffer. 

But then I would like to add something else, which might not be apparent in this passage, that at the present time the Lord is thinking about His appearing and His going up to Jerusalem again, not to suffer, but to reign in glory. It is a great thing to think about what is in the Lord’s mind. As one of the earlier servants said, the first movement will be at the right hand of God; it will not be in Palestine. Those things have a certain significance, but the real movement will be at the right hand of God. Would the Lord not tell the twelve disciples who were with Him, ‘I am about to go to Jerusalem and take up My rights, I am about to appear’? 

I think He would. The brethren may remember that someone asked Mr. Stoney if the Lord would come in his lifetime, and he said, No. This person said, Why do you say that? and he said, Because if He were going to do so, He would have told me. You see, if we are with Him, He is going to tell us things. The wording here is interesting. He took the twelve disciples with Him, apart in the way. They are in the right way, they are in the way of God, they are in the way of faith, the way of testimony, the way of holiness, but the Lord takes them apart. He is saying to us, I believe, beloved brethren, ‘I just want you all to settle down a little bit and I want to say something to you about what I propose to do’. I have referred to His coming and His appearing, but I think the Lord would say something to us, as we are with Him, about what He intends to do in the testimony in the next little while, and I am not being fanciful in saying that. I am quite sure that if we just will be with Him and will let Him take us apart in the way. He will say, ‘For the moment just lay aside all that busyness; I know you are raising families, I know that your business requires a lot of you, I know that there is a great deal in the way of demand, but I want you just to come apart with Me for I have something to say to you.’ He loves us too much, beloved, to let us go on without knowing just what He is thinking now. I think the essence of union is that the assembly knows what He is thinking. 

So I referred finally to that passage in Mark 4, “And on that day, when evening was come, he says to them”. We might say we are in the evening of the assembly period; it is just about over. As our brother said in the first reading, the time is short; we are in the evening; that does not mean we are in darkness, but it means that something is coming to a close, a certain day is finishing. “Let us go over to the other side”. This leads them to very intelligent and effective action. You notice it says, “having sent away the crowd”. That is what they did. In other places, the Lord sent the crowd away, but here, they do it because if they are going to the other side, they have to leave the crowd behind, whatever the crowd may represent, and “they take him with them”. Notice that, it is not the Lord taking them with Him, but they are taking Him with them, and it says, ‘as He was’. I would like to ask us all, beloved brethren, Is Christ as He is, all that we need in our localities? Are we able in affection and sympathy, and yet reverence, to take Him with us but, as He is? Here they took Him, as He was; they were not adding anything to Him, they were not saying, for instance, that we need something more than the ministry in the revival. They were not saying perhaps there are other things that have not come out in the ministry of brethren that are worth looking into; they take Him with them, as He was. I think it illustrates what the apostle says in 2 Corinthians as to simplicity as to the Christ. I would think that if we take Him with us as He is, it would be in the light of Colossians, that He is the image of the invisible God, He is the head of all principality and power, He is the Son of the Father’s love, He is the head of the body. Could anything be added to Him? Nothing! They take Him with them as He was. The word for us, I believe, is that we take Him with us as He is; we need nothing else. He is everything to us! I think they illustrate here that He indeed, the Christ, was their life. If we take Him with us as He is, we shall 

show that Christ is our life; that Person is our life. What a triumph at the end of a prolonged dispensation marked by so much that has caused, we might say, sorrow in heaven as well as on earth, that there are persons who say, We shall take Him with us as He is, the Christ who is our life. Notice again, it is the thought of the twelve, the Christ who is our life, not my life, not your life, individually, but the Christ who is our life. And it says, “in the ship”. Then the Spirit of God adds, “But other ships also were with him”. 

You notice nothing is said about them because He is not in those ships; He is in the ship. Let us not spend time trying to decide whether or not the Lord is somewhere else, the Lord is where He is. Where He was here was in the ship, and He was there restfully. There is a real touch of affection here, “and he was in the stern sleeping on the cushion”. Mr. Taylor said that some hand placed that cushion there for the Lord’s comfort. Can we together in our localities, beloved brethren, provide comfortable conditions for Christ? Can we take Him, as He is, with us? How affecting that He would submit to that, but He knows it is because there is pure uncorrupted affection for Him, and so He would let us take Him with us, as He is, and then He can be restful. It is very touching that He was in the stern sleeping. Think of how restful the Lord is in spite of all that is going on outside. The storm is not in the ship, the storm is outside the ship and the Lord is sleeping on the cushion. As Mr. Darby remarked, the only time scripture shows the Lord sleeping is when there was nothing else He could do. 

What a model for us! And so He was in the stern sleeping on the cushion. I do not go on to the rest of the chapter because it is not the point in what I am saying, but I would commend this affectionately to you, beloved brethren, that we might be with Him. We soon shall be with Him eternally, but think of the privilege, the honour, the distinction of being with Him currently in the testimony and in the service of God, not just individually but on the principle of the twelve. I think nothing would 

gladden the Lord’s heart more than to see this kind of unity among us universally, and all of us committed to this thought of the twelve, and working it out in the appreciation of His sovereignty in calling us into His own system and naming us in that connection so that we might function there for His pleasure. May God bless the word. 
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Scripture references

Mark 3:13-14 (JND) [13] And he goes up into the mountain, and calls whom he himself would, and they went to him. [14] And he appointed twelve that they might be with him, and that he might send them to preach,

Luke 8:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance.

Matthew 20:17-19 (JND) [17] And Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples with [him] apart in the way, and said to them, [18] Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will be delivered up to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; [19] and they will deliver him up to the nations to mock and to scourge and to crucify, and the third day he shall rise again.

Mark 4:35-38 (JND) [35] And on that day, when evening was come, he says to them, Let us go over to the other side: [36] and having sent away the crowd, they take him with [them], as he was, in the ship. But other ships also were with him. [37] And there comes a violent gust of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it already filled. [38] And *he* was in the stern sleeping on the cushion. And they awake him up and say to him, Teacher, dost thou not care that we are perishing?

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 3:9 (JND) [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee.

Philippians 2:13 (JND) [13] for it is God who works in you both the willing and the working according to [his] good pleasure.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Matthew 1:23 (JND) [23] Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, 'God with us.'

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Mark 4 (JND) [1] And again he began to teach by the sea. And a great crowd was gathered together to him, so that going on board ship he sat in the sea, and all the crowd were close to the sea on the land. [2] And he taught them many things in parables. And he said to them in his doctrine, [3] Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to sow. …



THE ASSEMBLY AND OUR RELATIONS WITH CHRIST AND WITH ONE ANOTHER

A. P. Devenish 

Song of Songs 2: 8–14; 3: 6; Matthew 8: 28–31; 2 Corinthians 3: 18; Revelation 21: 9–11, 18–23 

It is in mind to speak of the assembly and our relations with Christ and with one another. In the scripture read in the Song of Songs, distance had evidently come in on the part of the feminine speaker. He comes “Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills ...”. There were evidently things that hindered the enjoyment of His company and His love. We could apply this to each one of us and to our local companies. She says, “Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice”. Notice the reference to “our wall”. Perhaps distance has come in between us and Christ, between our local companies and Christ, a distance of our own making. Perhaps we have erected a wall and He is standing outside. What an appeal this is to remove the distance; to remove anything that is hindering the enjoyment of His love and confidence. He says, “Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For behold the winter is past, The rain is over, it is gone ...”. The winter would suggest what is cold and unresponsive. 

In Luke 24, the two that were going to Emmaus had put up a wall of unbelief, but the Lord Jesus manifested Himself to them in a way that would remind them of Himself. “And it came to pass as he was at table with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them”. They say, “Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way ...?” He had chided them for their unbelief saying, “O senseless and slow of heart to believe”. 

As He walked with them, we might suggest, He looked through the window and caught their attention by this wonderful interpretation of the scriptures, but O what a moment when the wall was taken away. It says, “And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him”. What a wonderful moment, dear brethren, when what may be hindering the unalloyed enjoyment of the love of Christ is taken away. How appealing to us are the words, “Let me see thy countenance, Let me hear thy voice”. We are coming to the Supper tomorrow and we will know this fresh appeal. May there be nothing to hinder the enjoyment of His love. 

In Matthew, that we speak of as the assembly gospel, there were two possessed by demons that stood in the Lord’s way. In chapter 16, we have the assembly presented as a wholly spiritual conception; in chapter 18, we see the assembly functioning, the assembly in operation administratively. Here are two hindering the Lord’s right of way. How serious this is! In the other gospels, Mark and Luke, where this is recorded, the man is secured for the testimony, “sitting clothed and sensible, at the feet of Jesus”. In Matthew, there is no record of the men being secured for the testimony. They are removed out of the way by Christ. The suggestion would be that nothing is allowed to hinder the Lord’s right of way in the assembly, nothing to interfere with the operation of the assembly administratively. In a broken day, we are governed in our administration by the light and truth of the assembly. This does not modify the Lord’s absolute rights in the local assembly. 

The thought of transparency is in mind in 2 Corinthians. It is a wonderful section speaking of the unveiled face of Jesus. In chapter 4, “... the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4: 6). Paul, the great minister of the new covenant and the gospel is transparent. He says, “But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God”. May there be nothing in us to hinder the outshining of the truth, in chapter 3, it says, “not according as Moses put a veil on his own face” (2 Corinthians 3: 13), as if to say there is no veil on Paul’s face. 

Transparency leads to confidence. The outshining of the glory is seen in the face of Jesus. 

There is no veil on His face; the loveliest face in the universe, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord ... are transformed according to the same image”, that is, nothing in us is to obscure the shining out of the glory. Paul speaks in Ephesians of “according as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. There is nothing in Him to darken or hide the outshining of the truth. 

May it be so with us. 

In Revelation, it is wonderful to see the holy city coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. The angel says, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. This view should affect us, that there may be some expression of it in our local assemblies. Every part of the city is beautifully ornamented, even the foundations, which in this world’s buildings are buried, can be seen, nothing hidden. The street of the city is pure gold, as transparent glass. I suppose the street would suggest our liberty to move about in the holy city. Paul’s ministry brings us to the inner life of the city. We will see each other as the product of divine workmanship. If we should meet Paul, his face will shine with his love for the saints. Think of him in Acts 20, it says, “they ardently kissed him, specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face” (Acts 20: 37, 38). What 

mutual affection is demonstrated in that chapter! If you were embraced by Paul you would feel the warmth of his affection. What about our links together, beloved brethren, are they of this character? O, that the unclouded fulness of God’s thoughts for us in the assembly should be enjoyed and elements that would hinder the free flow of affection may be thoroughly judged that we may be together in affection for one another enjoying the presence of Christ and the fulness of His love. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Vancouver
18 August 2001 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:8-14 (JND) [8] The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills. [9] My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice. [10] My beloved spake and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. [11] For behold, the winter is past, The rain is over, it is gone: [12] The flowers appear on the earth; The time of singing is come, And the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land; [13] The fig-tree melloweth her winter figs, And the vines in bloom give forth [their] fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away! [14] My dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the covert of the precipice, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

Song of Solomon 3:6 (JND) [6] Who is this, [she] that cometh up from the wilderness Like pillars of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, With all powders of the merchant?

Matthew 8:28-31 (JND) [28] And there met him, when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, two possessed by demons, coming out of the tombs, exceeding dangerous, so that no one was able to pass by that way. [29] And behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Son of God? hast thou come here before the time to torment us? [30] Now there was, a great way off from them, a herd of many swine feeding; [31] and the demons besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Revelation 21:9-23 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

2 Corinthians 3:13 (JND) [13] and not according as Moses put a veil on his own face, so that the children of Israel should not fix their eyes on the end of that annulled.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:37-38 (JND) [37] And they all wept sore; and falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him, [38] specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face. And they went down with him to the ship.



HOW THE LORD JESUS CAN CHANGE OUR LIVES

R. F. White 

Luke 24: 15; Acts 9: 17–19; Song of Songs 1: 7, 8 

It has often been remarked that every occasion like this is unique; we are a company of persons set together at a particular stage in our lives’ history to hear the gospel. We will never be together in quite the same way again. You may say our feet have brought us here from various places and in various ways and for this time we are set together; when we leave after this occasion has finished, we will never here be together again in the same way. But the gospel presents to us that which can change our lives for ever, not just for the remainder of our sojourn here, however long or short it may be, but for all eternity. There is no message in the world like that. I want to speak about the way that we have come and the way that we might go because at this time it is my responsibility to preach. We were reminded earlier in these meetings, what must surely be true, that the preacher can effectuate nothing; if there is something to be wrought in us during occasions like this, it must be as a result of God working. And yet the preacher has the responsibility to bring with him the glad tidings, a responsibility and a privilege. Paul says, “How beautiful the feet of them that announce glad tidings of peace, of them that announce glad tidings of good things!”, Romans 10: 15. Now the preacher has something good to announce, that is a privilege for the preacher, and the privilege is to speak about Jesus. The great matter in the glad tidings is to bring us, in our lives, into contact with Jesus, that blessed Person, to bring us into contact with Jesus Himself. 

If we think of our lives and what has entered into them, the great point in them is that we have come into contact with Jesus. If we were to sit down, each one of us here, to write down the experiences of our lives, what volumes could be written. Some here are fairly young, and might not be able to say or write very much, they could speak about their parents and their parents’ love or about their brothers and sisters, if they have them; they could speak perhaps about school and what entered into that. Older ones could speak about relationships formed, how they were set together perhaps with a partner, family life, how it developed, what they did for employment, the changes that came in through their own actions or through the actions of others. Many of us could write about the company of believers with whom we have been set and what happened there, and the changes that have come in. But the great point in it all, in all our lives and in all these experiences, is to come into contact with Jesus! None of us is too young to have a link with Jesus. When the Lord Jesus was here they brought to Him little children that He might bless them and He laid His hands upon them. Matthew’s gospel tells us that at one point He called to Him a little child. Think of the interest of the Lord Jesus in every one of us—we are never too young and never too old to be of interest to Jesus Himself. 

So we might well raise the question, Who is Jesus and what has He done that we might have an interest in Him or that He might have an interest in us? It was a question that Paul raised—“Who art thou, Lord?”, Acts 9: 5. The scriptures give us a good deal about the life of this man, Paul, because God intends to teach us something through it. He intends every one of us to learn something from what happened to Paul in his life and in his contacts with Jesus. God indeed intends persons in a dispensation yet to follow, to learn from Paul, as the rebellious Jews will see the extent of the mercy that took up a man who was an opposer and persecutor, and turned him into a lover of Jesus. They will learn mercy from that, mercy that will yet reach the rebellious nation and bring them to an appreciation of Jesus. But God intends that we should learn, through the life and experience of Paul, something about Jesus. Who is Jesus? 

Paul writes, as to Him, “God has been manifested in flesh”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. What a Person! 

Think of the wonder of that, a divine Person come into manhood. There is nothing so great as the truth of Christianity because it involves this, that a divine Person has come into manhood to make available God’s salvation. To make such a thing possible required that a divine Person should undertake it. One so great as that. There is no other religion like Christianity, indeed, it is the one true thing; a divine Person has come into manhood, Jesus, God manifest in flesh. The hymn says, ‘O wonder of His universe!’ (Hymn 400). Think of the greatness of that, that God should be here, God with us. The work that secured your salvation and my salvation was so great that no human agency could accomplish it, nor could any angel accomplish it. Only a divine Person could accomplish such a work, having eternal consequences, for God and for us as well. That is Jesus, God with us. What a Person! How blessed He is! 

Well might a note of worship and reverence enter into our souls as we speak of Jesus, a divine Person here, a Man amongst men. Think of the wonder of it! “come of woman”, the apostle says (Galatians 4: 4); He was not an angel, but “come of woman”. Then he says, “come under law”, that reduces it even more, “that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship”. Think of Jesus, a divine Person, content to be here. As “Jesus the Nazaraean” He introduced Himself to Paul; Paul says that in Acts 22: 8, when speaking to the Jews. “And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, I am Jesus the Nazaraean”. 

Think of the grace of that! Peter knew Jesus, the Nazaraean—he came into contact with that Man when He was here, the Man of the gospels. Peter and the other disciples went with Him through those great experiences that are recorded in the gospels. When Peter starts his preaching proper in the beginning of the Acts, he starts with this, “Men of Israel, hear these words—Jesus the Nazaraean” (Acts 2: 22), he starts the preaching with Jesus. We have often been told that the difference between Peter and Paul was this, that Peter preached Jesus the Nazaraean exalted at the right hand of God. He preached the lowly Jesus, crucified, raised from the dead, but not only that, exalted. Paul began with the Man in the glory; he was struck down by the glory of the light, the light of the glory of a Man, and that Man said to him, “I am Jesus the Nazaraean”. Think of the wonder and the grace of that! 

Well we might ask, then. What has Jesus done? The writer to the Hebrews says, “having made by himself the purification of sins”, Hebrews 1: 3. I just desire to draw your attention to Jesus Himself. He has made, by Himself, the purification of sins. This is after it says, “by whom also he made the worlds”. You remember what it says of Jesus, “without him not one thing received being which has received being” (John 1: 3)—not one thing! Look around you, take account of this great creation, then take account of yourself—not one thing received being without Him! But then He came in here to a scene that was marked by sin and distance from God, corrupted by what sin had brought in and it says, “having made by himself the purification of sins”. Think of the greatness of that work! Who but a divine Person could effect such a work? Then Peter says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. 

Peter was writing to believers and he says, He Himself bore our sins, that is, He suffered and He died that our sins might be taken away. By faith, I can say that—can you say that by faith? It was not delegated to any other, nor could any other undertake it. He Himself bore our sins. Then Paul says, “and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father”, Galatians 1: 3, 4. The Lord Jesus gave Himself to deliver us from the present course of things, to open up to us another world, the world of the Father’s will and the world of divine purpose, to give us an interest, to give us a life, to give us a future in the things of God, in the things which God has prepared for us. He gave Himself that He might deliver us from this present evil world according to the will of our God and Father. 

Then, Paul says most affectionately and affectingly, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. Is there another expression in the whole of the Bible as touching as that? Think of Jesus, this blessed One, that we have been speaking of and Paul says, He gave Himself for me. As we have been often reminded it is as if there was not another sinner in the universe! Do you know that this is intended to bring about a bond of affection and confidence and trust between the believer and Jesus, the Saviour? How blessed to think of such a Friend! Where does that leave you? Have you met Jesus in your life? Paul met Him on that road that we read of in Acts chapter 9. The salvation of our souls is a personal matter, an individual matter; no one else can undertake it on our behalf because no one else has got my sins, nor has another got your sins. We speak of these things that have entered into our lives and the experiences that we have had, but there is this great question that we all have to face, and that is our relationship with God, the God against whom we have sinned. Our salvation and the meeting of that question is an individual matter. It is a question of an individual transaction with Jesus Himself. Have you met Him? He is available to meet you, to have a transaction with you. 

The gospel preaching is a time when divine grace would indicate to us what is available. It says of Paul that scales fell from his eyes; Ananias says, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit. And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales”. 

Sometimes there may be scales upon our eyes. There were scales upon the eyes of those two in Luke 24. The scales that were upon their eyes were their own thoughts; they said, “But we had hoped that he was the one who is about to redeem Israel” (Luke 24: 21). That which was preventing them from seeing what was immediately before them in the Person of the Lord Jesus Himself, being with them, was their own thoughts. It may be that your own thoughts, your own prejudices, the way your mind has been used to thinking about things is preventing you from having this blessed, vital transaction with Jesus Himself. There is a fresh opportunity at this time for every one of us. Have experiences come in that have soured you and affected your outlook on things? It is easy to be like that. You will remember when David was in the cave there came to him some who were of embittered spirit and “he became a captain over them” (1 Samuel 22: 2); the experiences they had had under Saul’s regime had caused bitterness of spirit. It can be like that with us, the things that have happened to us, the experiences that we have had along the way, may have caused us to be of embittered spirit. 

The answer to it is in Jesus as it was with Paul; “Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. It is in mind that our sins should be forgiven, yes, but the Lord Jesus Christ has in mind too that we might be filled with the Holy Spirit. Are you frightened of that word, “filled with the Holy Spirit”? In the book of the Acts, to be filled with the Holy Spirit was the qualification that was needed to serve the brethren at tables. “Look out therefore, brethren, from among yourselves seven men, well reported of, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom”, Acts 6: 3. Perhaps we are frightened of the word ‘filled’. It is the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ that we might be filled with the Holy Spirit. What a wonderful thing that is! How great the gospel is! How great Jesus is! He is the One through whom the. Holy Spirit has come, the One through whom the Holy Spirit is available to us that we might be filled with the Holy Spirit. That is a challenge to me, that is what is presented, “that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. 

What a way Paul had come; think of what entered into that man’s life; he speaks about it later on, “My manner of life then from my youth ... know all the Jews” (Acts 26: 4), he says to Agrippa. They know what kind of man I was, the influences under which I grew up, I sat at the feet of Gamaliel, I imbibed all that he could teach and all of the law—and what did it produce? Just a hard and violent man, a persecutor of Christ, self-righteous, full of his own importance, an insolent, overbearing man—until he met Jesus! What a blessed thing it is to have a meeting with Jesus Himself. Is there another such a Person in the universe? There is not! There is not another Person in the universe like Jesus, a divine Person come into manhood. Jesus met Paul on that road, that violent, overbearing man and He turned him around. He met him in mercy and overcame him that he might be a servant, a follower; it says, “he was with the disciples who were in Damascus certain days”. I just desire then to speak about how we might go. It says about Paul, “Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest”, and I am just applying that to ourselves as gathered in this place at this time, we have all come a certain way to this point. The question now is where we will go and how we will go from here onwards because the Lord Jesus is interested in that. He was interested in Paul and what was to mark him for the rest of his life; He had taken him up for a purpose. It may well be that we are unsettled in our lives, lacking in purpose and definiteness. 

The Lord Jesus would not have us to be like that. He had taken Paul up for something definite, and He has in mind a definite course for every one of us. 

I think that where we read in the Song of Songs would give us an indication of how we should go. The Lord would help us to find our way. It says here, “Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock”. The Lord Jesus has a way for us to go. He would direct us and help us and guide us in the way to go forth. He does not intend us to be indefinite or uncertain but to be helped and supported in the way to move in accordance with His will. Paul said to the Lord, “What shall I do, Lord?”, Acts 22: 10. A good question! Paul had had a contact with Jesus that changed his outlook on his life and the whole course of things that he had been engaged with, and so he says, “What shall I do, Lord?” What way will I go on from here? 

That is the challenge for every one of us. This section of the Song of Songs sets out, in type, the exercises of a lover of Jesus. How blessed it is to become a lover of Jesus! She says, “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth”. It is a wonderful thing to be amongst the lovers of Jesus; that blessed One who has died for us, who has given Himself for us. Are you a lover of Jesus? Have you ever had an impression of the love of Jesus for you personally? You have had, perhaps, your sins forgiven and the assurance of having received the Holy Spirit; but have you ever had a sense of the personal love of Jesus for you? I think there is nothing like that to give colour and character to our lives, a personal sense of the love of Jesus. It is to produce a response, an answer. The speaker here says, “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth”, I was thinking of reading that expression which God Himself uses, as quoted in the gospel of Matthew, “Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul has found its delight”, Matthew 12: 18. Have you ever been moved in your soul in thinking of Jesus and what He has done for you? This person in the Song of Songs had come to love His name; she says, “Thy name is an ointment poured forth”. Has the balm of the love of Jesus come into your soul and affected it? What a thing it is when in our lives here—poor, feeble, failing, insignificant creatures such as we are on the face of this earth—we can have a sense of the love of Jesus. What a thing that is, to affect us, to give colour and character to us. 

So she says, “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon”. The question that often comes up with us is, Where is the Lord, where will we find Him? In this day of breakdown and confusion in Christendom, what company is the Lord with? Where will we find Him? As enlightened believers, I suppose, we would understand that God has called us into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Paul says to the Corinthians, that company of saved people who were set together in Corinth, “God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”, 1 Corinthians 1: 9. That is one thing to understand, and being enlightened by that, we could never have fellowship with anything on any lower level; it is the fellowship of His Son! Many of us, I suppose, have found our way by what we might refer to as negative guidance, we can take account of things that we could not go on with, matters that were inconsistent with the thought of the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Maybe some companies of Christians have features that might attract us. Some of us are set in very small and isolated localities and there are companies of believers much more numerous, and outwardly much more attractive, but then, there is this light as to the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Where is the Lord giving food? Where is His presence known? 

As lovers of Jesus, it is the Lord that we want. So she says, “Tell me ... Where thou feedest thy flock ... For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions?”. The answer to it is this, “Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock”. Her attention is drawn to “the footsteps of the flock”. We get indications from others, we get help among the Lord’s people, about the footsteps of the flock. The Lord Jesus has a flock. He has His people here and He is able to take care of every one of them. He is the good Shepherd, the great Shepherd of the sheep. His flock has certain ways, certain footsteps that mark it, and He says, “Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock. And feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ booths”. Where is the Lord to be found? He is to be found amongst those who walk this way in the footsteps of the flock. We find help and direction among the people of God, we find food there for our souls; and more than that, we find the Lord Jesus there. How good it is to find the Lord Jesus amongst His own, and find food for our souls, and so in a practical way it involves committal, answering to His own request. What is your way forth from this point then? The Lord Jesus is looking for an answer. He is looking for persons to be here for Him as part of His flock, to answer to Him, to take up the privilege of remembering Him here. The greatest privilege open to us is to remember the Lord Jesus in the scene where He has been rejected. What a privilege it is to sit down together with lovers of Jesus, and partake of the bread and cup as remembering Him! It may be with few, but still, they are of His flock. 

And then, there is one other thing that Jesus Himself is going to do for us. We read of it in 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, where it says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven”. Wonderful thing! That is not delegated to an angel or any other agency, the Lord Himself is coming for us, the One who has given Himself for us is coming Himself for us, “and thus we shall be always with the Lord”. What a hope is ours, as believers! You see the importance in our lives of having a meeting with Jesus, it not only changes us here, changes the direction of our lives, but gives us a hope and a certainty for all eternity. The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven to take us to be with Himself and so shall we be always with the Lord. What a hope, what an expectation to be together for ever with the One who has loved us, and with those who love Him, in conditions of glory and eternal happiness! 

Another has said that the future for us will be full of happy surprises! May we be helped then to have a fresh experience of a contact, a meeting with Jesus Himself. For His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Vancouver
19 August 2001 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:15 (JND) [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them;

Acts 9:17-19 (JND) [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit. [18] And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he saw, and rising up was baptised; [19] and, having received food, got strength. And he was with the disciples who [were] in Damascus certain days.

Song of Solomon 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions? [8] If thou know not, thou fairest among women, Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' booths.

Romans 10:15 (JND) [15] and how shall they preach unless they have been sent? according as it is written, How beautiful the feet of them that announce glad tidings of peace, of them that announce glad tidings of good things!

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Galatians 4:4 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law,

Acts 22:8 (JND) [8] And *I* answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, *I* am Jesus the Nazaraean, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 2:22 (JND) [22] Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazaraean, a man borne witness to by God to you by works of power and wonders and signs, which God wrought by him in your midst, as yourselves know

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Galatians 1:3-4 (JND) [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:21 (JND) [21] But *we* had hoped that *he* was [the one] who is about to redeem Israel. But then, besides all these things, it is now, to-day, the third day since these things took place.

1 Samuel 22:2 (JND) [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men.

Acts 6:3 (JND) [3] Look out therefore, brethren, from among yourselves seven men, well reported of, full of [the] [Holy] Spirit and wisdom, whom we will establish over this business:

Acts 26:4 (JND) [4] My manner of life then from my youth, which from its commencement was passed among my nation in Jerusalem, know all the Jews,

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

Matthew 12:18 (JND) [18] Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul has found its delight. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he shall shew forth judgment to the nations.

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;



EXTRACTS

I have read these two parts of verses in John’s first epistle, because the apostle refers to the matter of the Lord’s being from the beginning, twice over, as you will observe. First he says, “I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning”, and says no more. Then, in verse 14, he says, “I have written to you fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning”. It is just a change of tense, but to call attention to the same thing. 

He wrote to the persons addressed, because they had known, or knew Him that is from the beginning. That would mean the doctrine set out in the Lord’s ministry, and confirmed in the apostle’s ministry. In Acts 2 the apostles are put first, for we are told that they, that is to say, the converts who listened to Peter and were converted through him, persevered in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. So when we are looking into the Scriptures and ministering from them, whatever it be in the ministry, the testimony, it is clear that we must give the first place to the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether His own direct teaching or that of the apostles. So, as I said, John here stresses this in speaking to the fathers. So the fathers amongst us at the present time are much needed. It is a cheer to hear a brother who has experience rise amongst us and speak to God, or speak to us, especially if he has ability to speak to us, because we expect him, in what he says, to be authoritative and to recognise the Scriptures; to have the Scriptures behind what he says. So that the truth runs smoothly amongst us and the saints grow, unimpeded by novelties, or unscriptural statements sought to be based on Old Testament scriptures. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 60, p.160) 

HW  Do you think that, in effect, when the saints come together in that way there is the setting up of the tabernacle, and then there is the carrying through the week? 

JT That is the thought. It is a public thing and therefore there is the anointing. In the first epistle, the assembly is called the Christ, “So also is the Christ”, 1 Corinthians 12: 12. 

That is, it is the anointed position here. It is the testimony here where things are contrary. It is the dignity that comes under man’s eye, so that the anointing is to begin in our houses; I mean the dignity that attaches to us as having the Spirit. As we move out to the assembly, everything is in dignity and holiness, even our deportment, the way we sit, the announcements—everything is in the power of the anointing. They are not common things. If you announce anything that is to be done amongst the saints, it is not common; it is anointed and God respects that. The Lord comes there to lead us over to His own side. Hence you have the idea of the love of Christ, and of calling Him Lord Jesus, by the Spirit; everything is by the Spirit. And then you go on to the other side. The covenant comes in to set us free, and what marks the covenant is glory. It is not only the anointing but glory. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 43, p.36) 
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Scripture references

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

1 Corinthians 12:12 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ.
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