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THE TABERNACLE


A. B. Parker1

(1) HOW ISRAEL ENCAMPED AND JOURNEYED 

The tabernacle was made of materials prescribed, in detail, by Jehovah to Moses on the mount. These materials were brought as a heave-offering (Exodus 25: 1) by a people who, not long before, had been caught up in idolatry. They had made and served the golden calf while Moses was on the mount with God. Moses, typical of Christ as Mediator, interceded for the people and God heard him and made a way through by bringing them to repentance, though not clearing the unrepentant guilty, for three thousand fell at the hands of the sons of Levi. But Jehovah introduced, in principle, a new covenant and tables, now hewn out by Moses (Exodus 34: 1). The people, as recovered, brought the heave-offering of materials so abundantly that Moses was forced to restrain them from further giving (Exodus 36: 3–7). 

The tabernacle was pitched facing toward the sun-rising (Numbers 3). Immediately before the tabernacle were the tents of Moses and Aaron and his sons, the priests who kept the charge of the sanctuary. The Levites were located about the tabernacle according to their families. The Kohathites were on the south side; the Gershonites on the west; the Merarites were on the north. All of these were charged with the protection of the sanctuary and “the stranger that cometh near” was to be put to death (Numbers 1: 47–51). The people encamped afar off, according to their tribes, which, by divine command, were arranged in four camps of three tribes each, as prescribed in Numbers 2: 1–31, as follows— 

Toward the sun-rising — Judah, with his standard, and Issachar and Zebulon. 

Toward the south — Reuben, with his standard, and Simeon and Gad. 

Toward the west — Ephraim, with his standard, and Manasseh and Benjamin. 

Toward the north — Dan, with his standard, and Asher and Naphtali. 

When the cloud moved from over the tabernacle the tribes were to follow it and journey in the following order—the camp of Judah set forth first; then the Gershonites and the Merarites took down the tabernacle and set forward bearing the tabernacle. The standard of the camp of Reuben set forward next; then the Kohathites set forward bearing the sanctuary. The other Levites (Gershonites and Merarites) set up the tabernacle at the new camping ground in the meantime. The camp of Ephraim set forward next, followed by the camp of Dan. which was the rear-guard of all the camps. It is worthy of special note that the tabernacle was erected and ready when the sanctuary arrived, an indication that when there is a distinctive movement of the testimony, such as the introduction of the truth which clarified our understanding of Christ’s sonship, in 1929, there were vessels prepared by the Lord immediately to embrace and confirm the truth (see Numbers 10: 11–28). 

(2) THE SERVICE OF THE TABERNACLE 

Moses, and Aaron and his sons, represent two great principles or elements most necessary for the spiritual prosperity of gathered believers— authority and priesthood. Both are set out in Christ, personally, as Apostle and High Priest of our confession (Hebrews 3: 1). Both elements are seen in Israel, in the king and the high priest, and were revived through Zechariah’s prophetic ministry in the days of the recovery from Babylon, as represented in Zerubbabel and Joshua, seen as the two sons of oil (Zechariah 4: 12) who, out of themselves, poured the golden oil to sustain the divine system of light and testimony. 

It was from their place toward the sun-rising that the priests made their approach to the service of the tabernacle. It would seem that God would indicate that persons who draw near to Him should, day by day, receive some fresh touch of the glory of Christ’s resurrection (the sun-rising), which would lead to desires to attain to the resurrection from among the dead, as Paul says in Philippians 3: 8–11, “if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead”. That would be a present exercise. 

With these thoughts in mind, let us now accompany the priest from his tent into the sanctuary to serve at the golden altar—the altar of incense—suggesting prayer. First, we enter the court, through the entrance, or gate, composed of a curtain of twenty cubits, hung on four pillars. 

The priest may call our attention to the material of which the curtain is made—that it is similar to that used for the entrance to the tabernacle and also to the veil (Exodus 26: 31, 36; 27: 16). Whatever service we undertake, let us always remember that we have to do with a holy God and that our access to Him is through Christ. In addition to the description of this curtain at the gate to the court, the veil is said to be embroidered with cherubim, which would remind us that although the Father seeks worshippers, in approaching Him we must worship in spirit and truth. The cherubim, we might say, dealt with the two sons of Aaron who offered strange fire. 

The court is seen to be quite extensive, containing the altar of burnt offering, the laver and the tabernacle itself. We are reminded of the Lord’s words, as He drew near to the Father in John 17: 2, “thou hast given him authority over all flesh”. The glory of the Son of man thus opens up to us as we enter the court. 

The altar of burnt offering, is called the copper altar in Exodus 39: 39 (brazen altar in Authorised Version). It was made of shittim wood, overlaid with copper—typical of Christ, as Man. Indeed, He ‘is the Altar as well as the Sacrifice, and the offering Priest’, according to C.A.C, in his ‘Outline of Exodus’, page 202. We may also add that the wood which burned to consume the offering is typical of Christ’s manhood, in which His judgment of evil is equal to that of God Himself. As we thus pause and consider the altar, we may think of the Lamb without blemish, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Hebrews 9: 14. 

The laver contains water with which the priests wash before entering the sanctuary. It reminds us of the water which came from the side of Jesus, typified in the water of purification, made available and given potency by the ashes of the red heifer which was burned in the presence of the priest, who cast into the fire the scarlet, the cedar-wood and the hyssop, typifying the removal of everything that distinguishes man after the flesh (Numbers 19). The blood of that heifer was to be sprinkled before the entrance to the tent of meeting seven times. These things should be in our minds as we have boldness for entering with a true heart in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body, with pure water. 

As we enter the holy place, or sanctuary, we see the pure table with the shewbread set upon it, arranged in order (two rows of six), the golden lampstand with its seven lamps, and the golden altar, also referred to as the altar of incense. It was in the sanctuary that Asaph received the answer to his problems (Psalm 73: 17). He availed himself of the light of the lampstand, which casts no shadows. That light not only lightens the sanctuary, but shines against the lampstand, disclosing its beauty. The Lord Jesus, when asked who He was, answered, “Altogether that which I also say to you”. Thus, divine impressions are imparted to us. It was in the sanctuary that David could say, “Thou art that God”, 2 Samuel 7: 28. 

The pure table, with the shewbread upon it, suggests to us that Christ (whom it typifies) in His priesthood before God is sustaining the saints in the divine presence according to purpose. It is our standing—in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 1). The blessed Spirit is labouring to bring our state into correspondence with our standing. As drawing near to God we should, therefore, take account of the furnishings of the sanctuary, that our outlook may be formed by what they represent. This will help us as we approach the golden altar—to engage in prayer. 

When Balaam sought to condemn the people he had to say that Jehovah “hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel”, Numbers 23: 21. Typically, there was no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: l). As we come to know our standing in Christ Jesus, we should yield ourselves to the Spirit that He may help us to walk no longer according to flesh, but according to Spirit (Romans 8: 4). 

The golden altar is placed against the veil as near as is possible to the divine presence. Prayer relates to wilderness conditions, in the main, so that here we are seen approaching the throne of grace to find help in time of need. Here, all roots of bitterness should disappear and we should be encouraged not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together. As being affected by the environment, all bias is removed, the weaknesses of our brethren subside in our thoughts as we see them as those for whom Christ died and whom He is sustaining by His present priesthood and saviourhood. Our prayers fall into the channel of the divine will and pleasure; we determine to yield ourselves more wholly to the service of the Holy Spirit. 

It is not difficult to see, from the types, why the way the priest takes in his approach to God is called the new and living way, as applied to this dispensation—made available at such a cost. 

(3) THE HOLIEST 

The holiest, as it is customarily referred to, was that part of the tabernacle within the veil where the ark alone was placed. It is part of the area called the sanctuary. In the temple it was called the oracle. 

When Nadab and Abihu, two of the sons of Aaron, presented strange fire and were slain (Leviticus 10: 1, 2), “the way of the holy of holies” was barred to the priests, except that once a year, on the day of atonement, the high priest entered within the veil. In doing so he first presented the censer with burning coals of fire from the altar of burnt-offering, on which he placed his two hands full of fragrant incense beaten small, that the cloud of incense should rise and cover the mercy-seat, “that he die not”. Then he sprinkled of the blood of the sin-offering upon the mercy-seat eastward and before the mercy-seat. The faces of the two cherubim (one at each end of the mercy-seat and an integral part of it) looked toward the mercy-seat. The typical intimation of this is that the blood of Christ, shed, has satisfied every claim of divine righteousness—has established “the righteousness of God” (see footnote to Romans 1: 17, and also Romans 3: 21–26). 

The tables of the covenant, hewn out by Moses and written on by God, were placed in the ark in the holiest and it was there that Jehovah promised to meet with Moses and speak to him “everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel”, Exodus 25: 21, 22. Psalm 80: 1, speaks of Jehovah, the Shepherd of Israel, sitting “between the cherubim”. 

The mercy-seat was the seat of God’s government until the carrying away of Judah to Babylon, when Nebuchadnezzar was made head of a public system of government which, according to Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, will continue publicly with the Gentiles until the introduction of Christ’s kingdom when the millennium is established (Daniel 2: 27–45). In the meantime God’s King has been exalted in heaven, made both Lord and Christ, though still rejected here, and judgment begins from the house of God, according to 1 Peter 4: 17. 

The holiest may be said to represent the intimate sphere of the divine presence. In the temple, Solomon made two cherubim of olive wood, covered with gold, which were added to the furnishing of the oracle. They covered the place of the ark with their outstretched wings, which covered the entire width of the oracle. The typical meaning of this may bear on the increased appreciation of the holiness of God by those of the present dispensation, in keeping with the words of the Lord Jesus that we must worship God “in spirit and truth”, John 4: 24. 

In Hebrews 9: 23 the tabernacle is referred to as a figurative representation of the things in the heavens, Christ having entered into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us. In Hebrews 10: 19–22, we of this dispensation are said to have boldness for entering the “holy of holies” by the blood of Jesus, “the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil”. Thus we are not to be neglectful of what the altar and the laver signify, for we must have pure hearts and holy hands if we are to serve God. 

One cannot but be deeply impressed by the way in which the types refer so constantly to the Lord Jesus. He said of the Scriptures, “They it is which bear witness concerning me” (John 5: 39), and again, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me”. John 14: 6. In 2 Corinthians 3: 18 the way we draw near is described—“But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”. Great pains have been taken by the Spirit to provide such extensive details for us in the types, which are “a shadow of the coming good things”, so we do well to be diligent in searching out the “good things” themselves. By doing so we should become more able to answer to the Lord’s mind for us in drawing near to God. These pages have been written for our encouragement in doing so. 

Staten Island. N.Y. 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 25:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 34:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Hew for thyself two tables of stone like the first; and I will write upon the tables the words that were upon the first tables, which thou hast broken.

Exodus 36:3-7 (JND) [3] And they took from Moses every heave-offering that the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it. And they still brought him voluntary offerings morning by morning. [4] And all the wise men that wrought all the work of the sanctuary came, every man from his work which they wrought, [5] and spoke to Moses, saying, The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work that Jehovah commanded to be done. [6] Then Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed through the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the heave-offering of the sanctuary! So the people were restrained from bringing; [7] for the work they had was sufficient for all the work to do it, and it was too much.

Numbers 3 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that Jehovah spoke with Moses on mount Sinai. [2] And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. [3] These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, who were consecrated to exercise the priesthood. …

Numbers 1:47-51 (JND) [47] But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them. [48] For Jehovah had spoken to Moses, saying, [49] Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel. [50] But thou, appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all its vessels; and they shall serve it, and round about the tabernacle shall they encamp; [51] and when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down; and when the tabernacle encampeth, the Levites shall set it up; and the stranger that cometh near shall be put to death.

Numbers 2:1-31 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] The children of Israel shall encamp every one by his standard, with the ensign of their father's house; round about the tent of meeting, afar off, opposite to it shall they encamp. [3] And [for] those encamping eastward toward the sun-rising [there shall be] the standard of the camp of Judah according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab; [4] and his host, even those that were numbered of them, were seventy-four thousand six hundred. [5] And those that encamp next unto him shall be the tribe of Issachar; and the prince of the sons of Issachar shall be Nethaneel the son of Zuar; [6] and his host, even those that were numbered thereof, fifty-four thousand four hundred. [7] [With them shall be] the tribe of Zebulun; and the prince of the sons of Zebulun shall be Eliab the son of Helon; [8] and his host, even those that were numbered thereof, fifty-seven thousand four hundred. [9] All that were numbered of the camp of Judah were a hundred and eighty-six thousand four hundred, according to their hosts. They shall set forth first. [10] The standard of the camp of Reuben shall be southward according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur; [11] and his host, even those that were numbered thereof, forty-six thousand five hundred. [12] And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Simeon; and the prince of the sons of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai; …

Numbers 10:11-28 (JND) [11] And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth of the month, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony. [12] And the children of Israel set forward according to their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud stood still in the wilderness of Paran. [13] And they first took their journey, according to the commandment of Jehovah through Moses. [14] The standard of the camp of the children of Judah set forward first according to their hosts, and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab; [15] and over the host of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethaneel the son of Zuar; [16] and over the host of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon. [17] And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set forward bearing the tabernacle. [18] And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according to their hosts, and over his host was Elizur the son of Shedeur; [19] and over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai; [20] and over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. [21] And the Kohathites set forward bearing the sanctuary: and [the others] set up the tabernacle whilst they came. [22] And the standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set forward according to their hosts, and over his host was Elishama the son of Ammihud; …

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Zechariah 4:12 (JND) [12] And I answered the second time and said unto him, What are the two olive-branches which are beside the two golden tubes that empty the gold out of themselves?

Philippians 3:8-11 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead.

Exodus 26:31-36 (JND) [31] And thou shalt make a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus; of artistic work shall it be made, with cherubim. [32] And thou shalt attach it to four pillars of acacia-wood overlaid with gold, their hooks of gold; they shall be on four bases of silver. [33] And thou shalt bring the veil under the clasps, and bring in thither, inside the veil, the ark of the testimony; and the curtain shall make a division to you between the holy [place] and the holiest of all. [34] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat on the ark of the testimony in the holiest of all. [35] And thou shalt set the table outside the veil, and the lamp-stand opposite to the table on the side of the tabernacle southward; and thou shalt put the table on the north side. [36] And thou shalt make for the entrance of the tent a curtain of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus, of embroidery.

Exodus 27:16 (JND) [16] And for the gate of the court a curtain of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus, embroidered with needlework; their pillars four, and their bases four.

John 17:2 (JND) [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal.

Exodus 39:39 (JND) [39] the copper altar, and the copper grating that was for it, its staves and all its utensils; the laver and its stand;

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Numbers 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. …

Psalms 73:17 (JND) [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

2 Samuel 7:28 (JND) [28] And now, Lord Jehovah, thou art that God, and thy words are true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant;

Romans 8:1 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.

Numbers 23:21 (JND) [21] He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen wrong in Israel; Jehovah his God is with him, and the shout of a king is in his midst.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:4 (JND) [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

Leviticus 10:1-2 (JND) [1] And the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, took each of them his censer, and put fire in it, and put incense on it, and presented strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not commanded them. [2] And there went out fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah.

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.

Romans 3:21-26 (JND) [21] But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference; [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

Exodus 25:21-22 (JND) [21] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above on the ark, and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee. [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Psalms 80:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On Shoshannim-Eduth. Of Asaph. A Psalm.} Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that sittest [between] the cherubim, shine forth.

Daniel 2:27-45 (JND) [27] Daniel answered in the presence of the king and said, The secret that the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the magicians, the scribes, the astrologers, shew unto the king; [28] but there is a God in the heavens, who revealeth secrets, and maketh known to king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be at the end of days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed are these: [29] as for thee, O king, thy thoughts arose upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter; and he that revealeth secrets hath made known to thee what shall come to pass. [30] And as for me, this secret is revealed to me, not by [any] wisdom that I have more than any living, but to the intent that the interpretation should be made known to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. [31] Thou, O king, sawest, and behold, a great image. This image was mighty and its brightness excellent; it stood before thee, and its appearance was terrible. [32] This image's head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of brass, [33] its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and part of clay. [34] Thou sawest till a stone was cut out without hands; and it smote the image upon its feet of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces. [35] Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken in pieces together, and they became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, and no place was found for them. And the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. [36] This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. [37] Thou, O king, art a king of kings, unto whom the God of the heavens hath given the kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the glory; [38] and wheresoever the children of men, the beasts of the field, and the fowl of the heavens dwell, he hath given them into thy hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all: thou art this head of gold. …

1 Peter 4:17 (JND) [17] For the time of having the judgment begin from the house of God [is come]; but if first from us, what [shall be] the end of those who obey not the glad tidings of God?

John 4:24 (JND) [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

Hebrews 9:23 (JND) [23] [It was] necessary then that the figurative representations of the things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with sacrifices better than these.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water.

John 5:39 (JND) [39] Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me;

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.



QUICKENING


E. M. Walkinshaw 

John 6: 59–63; 2 Corinthians 5: 14–16; Colossians 2: 13–15 

It is my desire, dear brethren, to say a word about quickening, more from the point of view of emphasising its importance rather than any endeavour to open up its full meaning. It is very clear that if we are not made to live the state of things will be quite displeasing to God, as being dead. If there is no quickening, another has said, then there is no praise of God, no service of God; hence the importance of being made to live and being kept alive. One would desire to arouse exercise with every one of us regarding it. 

It is not, of course, limited to ourselves in this dispensation, because the Psalms refer to it; in particular in Psalm 119 the psalmist several times refers to being quickened, that is, made to live and kept alive. In fact, in that psalm he refers to quickening some eleven times, nine times it is a prayer; maybe at your leisure you could look into those references. He frequently refers to quickening, as seeing the necessity of being lifted from a dead state into a living response to God. I believe there is moral quickening which is according to the word of God; His word quickens us, affecting the conscience. As God’s word reaches us it would touch our consciences so that we distinguish between good and evil; what is right and is to be followed, what is wrong and is to be avoided. But in addition to that there is the quickening of the Spirit, which is not so much, I judge, for our consciences as for our affections; that is the inward action of the Spirit of God which 

brings us into life towards God with the consequence of life towards one another. 

I read the passage in John because the Lord speaks directly of the Spirit being the Quickener; I think it could read like that from the original. Some had said, “This word is hard”, and I do not doubt it was, but they added “who can hear it?” That, I doubt not, was the addition of unbelief; in fact, those who have taught us, men that we have respected in the past, have told us that the word is hard, and perhaps the Lord’s words in the passage are the most difficult in Scripture to understand. However, let us not say, dear brethren, “who can hear it?”, but let us rather be like the psalmist who says “quicken me” so many times in Psalm 119. I commend the psalm, especially to younger men. It has been commended to them before and I would commend it to them now. It is a long psalm, a psalm well worth looking into to help us in our footsteps here in the path of the will of God, to direct us out of the path of evil without going into it to find out what it is all about. 

So the Lord says here, “Does this offend you?” I wonder, dear brethren, if the truth that the Lord has brought offends us. Many indeed have turned back in the recovery; let us not be those who draw back or turn back because things are hard, because there is a resource both in the Lord and in the Spirit to meet every hard question and to meet every problem that arises, whether it be in our histories personally, householdly, assemblywise, or generally. We have a resource in the One who is speaking these words in John 6, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?” I doubt not that compressed into them is an allusion to His present position on high and, which follows, an allusion to the presence of the Spirit here, so that we have those two great salient facts of Christianity, 

Christ at the right hand of God and the presence of the blessed Spirit here. 

Now it is very evident, I think, that we cannot quicken ourselves; we have no power to do that; but we can pray, dear brethren, we can be like the psalmist and say, “quicken me according to thy word”, Psalm 119: 154. How wonderful to ask God to do that! It is a sad thing to drop into the state of death through not being made to live and being kept alive in the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore I would exhort each of us to ask for quickening, and to be maintained in it, because if there is no quickening there is no service of God and no testimony of God, there is just the dead outward form according as it is written, “having a form of piety but denying the power of it”, 2 Timothy 3: 5. How much we can see that abroad where, alas, the name of Christ is attached to systems, but is there life there? A mortuary is in order; no arguments, no—difficulties—no need to stand for the truth, everything where it should be, but dead withal. It is not God’s thought, dear brethren, that our meetings should be akin to that, but that they should be alive in the power of the Spirit, so that there should be response to Him and power and effectiveness in the testimony. 

So Jesus says here, “It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing”. ‘What a difficult lesson that is to learn; how easily one finds oneself attaching the blessings of Christianity to the first man, supposing that he is to be reformed, added to, or that he can contribute something to the work of God, the ways of God, the purpose of God; or the praise of God; “the flesh profits nothing”. I think one has several times reminded the beloved brethren of the words of Mr. Darby, in reply to a young man who said to him, What shall I study? He replied, Study these four 

words well—“the flesh profits nothing”. It neither receives, nor does it communicate, it has been disposed of in judgment in the death of Christ. Now, dear brethren, outside of the Holy Spirit we have no power, no joy, no realization of the blessings of Christianity; outside of the Spirit there is no vitality whatever. I might put natural energy into service, I might say what is right, present the truth in a faultless way (not that I am capable of doing that), but there is nothing in it for God if the Spirit of life is not in it. 

I would therefore exhort each of us here to be more before God in prayer to be kept in life, which I believe is the secret of everything for the pleasure of God. And Jesus adds, “the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life”. I believe they left an indelible impression upon those persons who heard them. Ah, dear brethren, we do need to be preserved from mere religious formality, a mere assent to the truth, without being governed by it. How easy it is to assent to the truth, but when it comes to the application of it disinclined to be governed by it in the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Well, some persons here turned away back and walked no more with Him; it is a solemn fact that in this gospel Jesus does not go after them. You might say, Would not the Shepherd go after the sheep? True, the Shepherd will go after the sheep until He find it, but these persons are called disciples. I trust there is nobody here who is thinking of turning back, becoming discouraged by the hard way, the apparent disintegration of things in the world, and even among God’s people. Do not turn away back and walk no more with Jesus. It is very simple to say, and every true believer would say, ‘Jesus is at the right hand of God’; but He is here in testimony too. Have you located Him? 

Have I located Him? May I add a further question, Are you exercised to locate Him? or are you content to go on with a religious routine day by day? I would lay the exercise upon every one of us here, to locate the Lord Jesus and not turn away back and walk no more with Him. 

The appeal to the twelve is, “Will ye also go away?”. According to the footnote it means. Is it your will or disposition to go away? Surely we can raise this question with one another, not unkindly or suggestively, but we can surely raise it graciously with one another, ‘Are you minded to go away because of the difficulties of the path?’ The Lord, I think, would encourage us to go on, but at the same time raise this searching question. Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” We have so often noted that it is not ‘where’, or ‘to what place’, or ‘to what company’, but ‘to whom shall we go? Thou hast words of life eternal’. I believe, beloved brethren, we come into the enjoyment of life eternal in the immediate presence of Christ in His assembly. That little company was, I fully agree, the remnant of Israel, but also the nucleus of the assembly. That little company surrounding the Lord Jesus was in attachment to Him as the true Aaron, Minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched and not man (Hebrews 8: 2), a living system, quickened by the Spirit of God. 

Now in 2 Corinthians 5 the apostle speaks of the love of the Christ constraining us—that includes, I suppose, those associated with Paul—“having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died”. What a solemn thing that is, that when Jesus died the whole scene was one of moral death. We have been taught that, and, I think, taught it accurately. When Jesus was dead the whole scene was one of moral death. “All have 

died”, but Paul adds, “and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”. I believe “they who live” are quickened persons, that is, persons who have been made to live by the power of the Spirit of God, but made to live in relation to a risen Man in another realm altogether. So that we are not just made to live and left, so to speak, without an object; but we are made to live by the Spirit of God with an object before us, which is Christ. What a wonderful suggestion this is, dear brethren, that out of a scene of moral death there are those brought into a scene of life, with Christ, the risen Man, as their object. 

He Himself is risen and living and it has often occurred to me, Well, if He is risen and living, what is He doing? Surely we do not think of the Lord as quiescent or inactive? What is the Lord doing today? That is a pertinent question. He is doing much sovereignly, but I believe He is operating, at any rate, to bring about an increase in that call, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. Now I think that is for living persons, those who have been quickened by the Spirit of God. So it says, “that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”. ‘Be Thou the object bright and fair. To fill and satisfy the heart’ (Hymn 328); that is the heart which has been made alive by the power of the Spirit and united to that blessed Man in heaven. 

But, brethren, may I remind all of us that I believe the force of the word is not only to make alive but to keep alive; we need to be kept alive, and I think we are kept alive by constant contact and the strengthening of our links with the Holy Spirit of God. I am sure, for my part at any rate, that where I lack is in personal devotions to Him, 

in prayer, reading of the Word, meditation, and reading of the ministry—the good teaching that has reached us. I feel I lack, but maybe particularly in prayer. 

Now one man of God said that when you pray you often find a power against you for which you cannot give an account. Have you found that? I have found it often. There is a verse of a hymn known among Christians generally— 

‘And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees’. 

However, I doubt if Satan flees when he sees a saint upon his knees; I believe he attacks him; that is my impression and I might say, my experience too. I have experienced what that man of God said, a power against me when seeking to pray which I cannot account for, because I cannot account for the specious and inexplicable ways in which the devil gets at God’s people, particularly, those who are set to enter upon the purpose of God. That is why Scripture uses the word ‘ Persevere in prayer’, Colossians 4: 2. So, therefore, I exhort us to persevere in prayer. Several times Paul says it. Do not give up, keep on keeping on; as the prophet said, “Give him no rest” (Isaiah 62: 7); how wonderful of the prophet of old to speak like that about Jehovah! So let us persevere in prayer; let us persevere in meditation; let us give more time to the things of God and, in our immediate context, seek that we may be quickened in our affections, and that Christ, in another realm altogether, may be the object of those affections. 

Now I touch briefly on Colossians because there we have a reference to being quickened together with Him. It is very likely the case that the Colossians were in the enjoyment of this, but the question is, dear brethren, are we? The Colossians, of course, have long since departed; 

the question then is whether we experience living in Christ’s life. Paul says, “quickened together with him”. Notice the word “together”; the “together” does not apply to Him, it applies to us—the active power of the Spirit of God making our affections alive together, with Him. Now most of us would know that the “with him” is peculiar to the assembly; it is not said of any other family. Other families will be made to live, as the psalmist said, 

“quicken me according to thy word”, and I suppose every family in some way or another will have the divine touch to bring them into life and response, but as to the assembly, the saints of this dispensation, it is “with him”; so we are ‘buried with Him’, and then ‘raised with Him’, and then ‘quickened together with Him’. 

May we be exercised about this and the peculiar privilege of being associated with Christ in life. As we have said, He has been raised from among the dead, but what the Spirit of God is seeking to bring about today is the consciousness of the blessings about which we know so much. We know them well, I believe, but we experience them but little, that is to say, if my experience is any reflection of that of others. But the Spirit of God is available and I think the object that is before Him is to bring us in our day into the realisation of the blessings which Christ has secured for us and make them good in us. 

May the Lord exercise every one of us here that we might be preserved from a dead, religious rut or routine, whatever it be, church, chapel, meetings, anything; but may we be preserved in our affections. Let us appeal to the Spirit who quickens. Think of the morrow, for example; we shall come together to remember the Lord; we shall have part in the service of praise. Will it just be an ordinance? Shall I just respond because 

think it is time I did? or will there be life and energy and what is pleasing to God in His assembly in its normal function in His praise? May the Lord exercise, but encourage, every one of our hearts as to the reality of Christianity and the Spirit’s desire that we should experience what belongs to us in the goodness of God. May it be so, for His glory. 

Address at Gillingham
26 June 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 6:59-63 (JND) [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

2 Corinthians 5:14-16 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised. [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer.

Colossians 2:13-15 (JND) [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Psalms 119:154 (JND) [154] Plead my cause, and redeem me: quicken me according to thy word.

2 Timothy 3:5 (JND) [5] having a form of piety but denying the power of it: and from these turn away.

Hebrews 8:2 (JND) [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man.

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Colossians 4:2 (JND) [2] Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving;

Isaiah 62:7 (JND) [7] and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.



ORDER


S. D. K. Roberts 

Jeremiah 31: 35; Hebrews 3: 5, 6; 1 Corinthians 11: 34 (from “But the”); Revelation 1: 12–16 

I have in mind to speak a word about ‘order’. It is a subject that not merely interests us, but affects us all in some way. First I draw attention to God’s order in the heavens. It speaks in this first passage of “the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for light by night”. We look up and appreciate the perfection of God’s ordering in the heavens. Everything there is in order (see Genesis 8: 22). I understand that the earth, in its revolutions, loses less than one-thousandth of a second in one hundred years. I suppose that in the garden of Eden everything was in perfect order before sin came in, and Christ’s reign in the millennium will bring about conditions of moral order here on earth. We learn to appreciate order. Now I want to show the importance of order in relation to the assembly. Hebrews 3 speaks of 

Christ as Son over God’s house. The Son’s honour is connected with the order of that house, and this would be seen publicly today if the will of the creature had not been introduced. We would have expected God’s house to be the one sphere where man’s will had no place. It is 

“the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”, Acts 20: 28. 

However, we have humbly to admit that, in the public position, man’s will has come in, and with it great disaster. However, this beautiful expression as to Christ being “Son over God’s house” is still true. May it impress us all. I think Solomon gives us a ray of its glory. At that time there was “neither adversary nor evil event”, 1 Kings 5: 4. 

We read of “God’s house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth”, 1 Timothy 3: 15. We would feel any disorder in our own houses, how much more does God feel any disorder in His! The Lord Jesus felt deeply the disorder in what claimed to be God’s house, when He was here, saying, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations but ye have made it a den of robbers”, Mark 11: 17. Let us see that no element of creature will comes in to disturb the divine order. As recovered to God by the work of Christ we are set free to become bondmen to righteousness. As set free from slavery we are to become willing bondmen to the Lord, who is referred to as “Master” a number of times in the New Testament, indeed the word “Lord” implies that we are to be committed to the will of Another and have no right to exercise our own wills. I find this very testing. “Son over God’s house” would involve that His will is to govern everything there. If this were so practically, everything would be in perfect order in that sphere. 

I come now to Corinthians, to the sphere of the local assembly, This, of course, includes every believer in a place, but concretely there are those who are available as seeking to walk in the truth in this day of public breakdown. Paul says, “But the other things, whenever I come, I will set in order”. He had apostolic authority from the Lord to do this. Later in the epistle he says, “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14: 33), showing how order is related to peace. Again, he says, “But let all things be done comelily and with order”, 1 Corinthians 14: 40. Paul directed the Corinthians to deal with the man in their midst who had sinned. It was not left for another locality, such as Cenchrea, to put this matter in order. Corinth must act in relation to its own matters. Mr. Darby remarked, ‘admitting all brotherly communications and remonstrances’, what is done should be received by the other assemblies (see ‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ N.S. Vol.14. 

p.303). Mr Taylor said that if a matter of discipline arises that is purely local and requires priestly discernment, it belongs to the brethren locally and should be left to them; ‘the unity of the Spirit requires that it should be left to them’ (see N.S. Vol.27, p.498, also Vol.14, p.112). 

The passage in Revelation brings before us the Lord’s rights in relation to His assembly in a 

‘composite’ way, that is, the assembly as composed of local assemblies. He is seen as having in His right hand seven stars. It says in verse 20 that the, seven stars are “angels” of the seven assemblies, indicating those responsible—and all in the locality are responsible. The seven stars being in His right hand would show that He has full control over all of them and there is no room in that hand for independency. The one book which John was to write (verse 11) was to be read by each of the seven assemblies. Each of the seven was directly responsible to the Son of man, and He has something to say to each. 

As in that right hand the Lord has full control of each star and will not allow any infringement of His personal rights as to each one, nor is He delegating those rights of His to any other of the assemblies. He does not give Philadelphia any rights over Laodicea, or over any of the others. He will personally rebuke what displeases Him in each, and discipline each in His love. Individuals in each locality are to withdraw themselves from anything displeasing to the Lord and so become over-comers. Order, dear brethren, requires that the Lord’s rights in relation to each locality are respected and not interfered with, otherwise there is disturbance of the peace (see Psalm 122: 6–9). 

What a comfort it is to see Him who is Son over God’s house seated now on His Father’s throne, and to realize that there is power in the Holy Spirit as drawn upon—to bring in conditions of peace, based on righteousness. Righteousness is the recognition of divine rights and primarily, in this setting. Christ’s rights in His assembly. Order requires the full recognition of His rights, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cape Town; 30 October 1982. 

A young believer recently wrote—‘For some time I have carried a burden before the Lord that there are young people in fellowship who do not have the firm conviction of having a link with the Lord ... There are many who know the Lord, and we speak together about His things, but there are also many who want to change the subject’. Accompanying the letter were the verses printed below — Ed. 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 31:35 (JND) [35] Thus saith Jehovah, who giveth the sun for light by day, the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for light by night, who stirreth up the sea so that the waves thereof roar, Jehovah of hosts is his name:

Hebrews 3:5-6 (JND) [5] And Moses indeed [was] faithful in all his house, as a ministering servant, for a testimony of the things to be spoken after; [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

1 Corinthians 11:34 (JND) [34] If any one be hungry, let him eat at home, that ye may not come together for judgment. But the other things, whenever I come, I will set in order.

Revelation 1:12-16 (JND) [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power.

Genesis 8:22 (JND) [22] Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed [time] and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease.

Hebrews 3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. …

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

1 Kings 5:4 (JND) [4] But now Jehovah my God has given me rest on every side: there is neither adversary nor evil event.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Mark 11:17 (JND) [17] And he taught saying to them, Is it not written, My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations? but *ye* have made it a den of robbers.

1 Corinthians 14:33 (JND) [33] For God is not [a God] of disorder but of peace, as in all the assemblies of the saints.

1 Corinthians 14:40 (JND) [40] But let all things be done comelily and with order.

Psalms 122:6-9 (JND) [6] Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. [7] Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces. [8] For my brethren and companions' sakes I will say, Peace be within thee! [9] Because of the house of Jehovah our God I will seek thy good.



ARE YOU CONVERTED?


Are you sure you’ve been converted? 

Oh, please listen to my cry! 

For this question’s so important 

That you dare not pass it by. 

Have you had your own transaction 

With the Lord, whose work is done? 

Can you say, ‘He died to save me, 

And I look for Him to come’? 

Have your sins been all forgiven? 

Has God put them all away? 

Or is there still doubt and darkness 

In your mind and soul each day? 

Have you God’s own Holy Spirit? 

Does He now abide in you? 

Do be honest; don’t evade things, 

For God knows if you are true. 

If you’ve asked Him for the Spirit, 

And He dwells in liberty, 

You can say with full conviction, 

‘Yes. He now abides in me’. 

Then you have the blessed portion 

Of God’s love now shed abroad 

In your heart, and say with gladness, 

‘I’ve a link with Christ my Lord’. 

 


MUSINGS


“YIELD YOURSELVES TO GOD”  As I sat by the bedside of a beloved dying brother it impressed me that all the faculties and members of his body, which had been used for the service and pleasure of God and His people over many years, had now almost failed. 

The long course of faithful service was nearly over and he was about to enter into the joy of his Lord (Matthew 25: 21). 

Most of those who read these lines will be well and strong. How are we using what God has given us? Are we just employing our strength and abilities for our own pleasure and enjoyment? As redeemed, all we have belongs to the Lord. Let us early in life answer to the claims of the love of Christ and devote ourselves to His will and pleasure. The fruit and result will be eternal, in contrast to the passing vanity of self-pleasing. Paul says, “Yield yourselves to God as alive from among the dead, and your members instruments of righteousness to God”, Romans 6: 13. 

We have a fine example in Barnabas at the end of Acts 4. He owned land. He could have cultivated it, or built on it. Instead he sold it and laid the proceeds at the feet of the apostles. 

You do not wonder that he was given the surname ‘Barnabas’, meaning ‘son of consolation’. 

May we be constrained by the love of Christ to hold what we have for Him, and thus be a comfort to His people. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Matthew 25:21 (JND) [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord.

Romans 6:13 (JND) [13] Neither yield your members instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but yield yourselves to God as alive from among [the] dead, and your members instruments of righteousness to God.

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …



EXTRACTS


Are you holding on to ‘bad debts’? These musty ledgers are better thrown overboard—and you go overboard with them. The totting up of such debts is a sorrowful occupation for a son of God. You cannot pray unless you forgive ... God will be the poorer if you do not forgive your brother. How can he develop his crops if you have a mortgage on his land? ... I know forgiveness only as I show it to my brother ... Satan brings in petty difficulties. 

Any shadows between us prevent our being in eternal life. 

(From a reading on Deuteronomy 15, the year of release) Jonah had a patient Master, but he was a fretful servant … Jonah had to be thrown overboard—my extinction for Christ’s distinction; my annihilation for Christ’s exaltation ... 

In your sermon, the lower you go in preparation in soul anguish, the higher will you go in declaration … Think of the journey down, the dying of Jesus, and as understanding and appreciating that, the higher you will go ... The name Jonah means ‘Dove’—are we doves? In fine weather perhaps, but fractious in bad weather ... You may have the Spirit, but you may not give Him His place. We should be marked by the sensitiveness of a dove—a quiet spirit ... Let us join in the choral praises with those who have learned to sing in the belly of the great fish. Take part in the choir practices, so that we can sing in thanksgiving to God ... Give up the robes of vanity in your wardrobe and put on the sackcloth of repentance and learn to sing in God’s praises. 

(From a preaching on the book of Jonah) 

(Extracts from jottings of meetings with Mr. P. Lyon at Hornchurch about l960.) If God were to sweep away all in judgment, righteousness might be seen, but there would be no love; if He were to receive all passing over sin, there would be no righteousness. But, when Christ takes our place on the cross, we get divine righteousness against sin as nowhere else, yet infinite divine love to the sinner. Here all that God is was perfectly glorified, where sin was perfectly manifested, but where the Lord accomplished the work which put away sin. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ N.S. Vol. 31, p.149). 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 15 (JND) [1] At the end of seven years thou shalt make a release, [2] and this is the manner of the release: Every creditor shall relax his hand from the loan which he hath lent unto his neighbour; he shall not demand it of his neighbour, or of his brother; for a release to Jehovah hath been proclaimed. [3] Of the foreigner thou mayest demand it; but what is thine with thy brother thy hand shall release; …



Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ, 25 December 1982
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