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THE ARK AS REPRESENTING CHRIST

A. McBride 

Exodus 25: 20; Matthew 2: 13, 14; 2 Samuel 15: 23–26; 2 Chronicles 35: 1–5, 18 

I wanted to speak about the ark as representing Christ, and particularly from the point of view of its protection. As we know the testimony is Christ. We are charged to maintain the testimony of our Lord in a hostile scene; apostasy is arising all around us and John tells us there are many antichrists. So there is a need, beloved brethren, of devotion to take up the great thought of the ark representing Christ in testimony; to take up the great thought of what He is to God and for men; so that He has a place in our hearts and we find that we can in some way enter into the protection of the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I read in Exodus about the cherubim, they were on the mercy-seat. They convey the idea not only of protection, but also the idea of divine pleasure. The cherubim represent the maintenance of the rights of God. The ark was made of acacia-wood with the mercy-seat on top. It was made of pure gold, these cherubim were part of it, and they were looking on the lid of the ark. In Hebrews they are called the cherubim of glory. God was taking care of what spoke to Him of Christ. That precious ark, its dimensions are given and its construction is given; God was taking care of it by way of these cherubim, expressing to us His delight in Christ as a Man here who came to do the will of God. That is the ark of acacia-wood, that is Jesus Christ here in devotion and service to His God and Father, bringing the basis for God dwelling with men, because it says, “there will I meet with thee”. The ark was the centre of the whole tabernacle system, everything was related to the ark, everything in the system; the tribes were all related to the ark too—their movements were all related to the 

ark. God’s centre is in Christ and He would tell us that His delight is in that blessed Man. It says, “and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee”. We spoke this afternoon of Jesus Christ; that would be the ark as made of acacia-wood, His humanity. I think the mercy-seat all of gold brings out the greatness and glory of this blessed One, the Son of God. That is who was here in testimony, none less. 

I wanted to link that with the scripture in Matthew because there you get the idea of protection in these two dear people, Joseph and Mary. Joseph is told, “Arise, take to thee the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt”. That is the Ark; the true Ark is Jesus, the little Child. It brings out something of the way that Christ was here; how He came into lowly circumstances in view of bringing God to us, in view of letting us see that there is a divine dwelling-place, and that we can be held in relation to God in that dwelling-place. They were told to go down to Egypt to escape; it is a question of the protection of this little Child. I think it alludes to the apparent vulnerability of the testimony of our Lord today, assailed on every hand; the power of the antichrist and the power of apostasy rising all around; and it would appear that the testimony would be vulnerable. But beloved brethren, it is not vulnerable. 

Who was this little Child? This little Child was the true Ark of God; He was the true Ark of the covenant; He was the Ark of Jehovah’s strength. He was all of that, but He was there as a babe. Think of the inscrutability that was there in that little Child—it is like the half cubit in the measurements of the ark. It brings out the inscrutability of the Person who was here, a real Man, but God in His being. How blessed that is, and we are charged with the care of this precious testimony, the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The scripture in Exodus would show us God’s regard for the ark. So He would bring out in these two dear people their regard for Christ, and challenge you and me 

as to our regard for Him. How precious it is to think that as Jesus came in in His lowliness and smallness, God arranged for these persons to be related to this blessed One for His protection. Also, in Luke, Anna and Simeon were there. You think of Jesus being brought into the temple, and Simeon taking Him in his arms, the true priest bearing the Ark of God in the temple. He says, “now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace”, Luke 2: 29. How He was served by those who loved Him! That is a challenge to you and me. 

Are we ready to serve the Lord in this way as taking up the apparent vulnerability of the testimony, of all that would speak of Christ, taking it up and protecting it as best we can? 

I just wanted to speak about David because he too had his part in the protection of the ark. It was not always protected, it was carried away by the Philistines, coming eventually to the house of Abinadab, where it was out of sight. When David speaks about it in Psalm 132, he speaks about finding it in the fields of the wood; those who should have cared for it did not care for it at all. That is the truth; much of that which professes Christ’s name has no heart for Christ. Let us not be like what we are surrounded with; not only the apostasy, not only the antichristian influences, but the so-called religious influences, they have no heart for Christ. It says, “we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”, Psalm 132: 6. That is no place for the ark of God. It is like the dark ages, the testimony apparently out of sight. O, the heart of David! He says, “I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed”. What devotion was that! Think of David as a young man getting some impression of Christ. O, dear young believer, Have you a real impression of Jesus? Are you set for Him? David says, I will not go in for my own comfort despite the sufferings. He says, “remember for David all his affliction”. He knew what affliction was. Then he says, “Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob”. O, that we may have a devotion, a commitment like that to go after Christ. He brought the ark to its own place. 

He had to learn lessons, as we all do; he had to learn lessons about priestliness; he learnt the sad, sorrowful lesson of the new cart, that the priests only could carry the precious ark. He was adjusted and had help from God how to care for this ark. We need that help, beloved brethren. David brought the ark into its place, spread a tent over it, and put it in the midst. 

Have we been helped to do that? That is the place for Christ. He is the only One who has the right to that place, in the midst. It was a temporary setting, he spread the tent; it awaited Solomon coming on to the throne to build the temple. But the ark was there as cared for by one who loved it, he could speak about it as the ark of Jehovah’s strength. How beautiful that is! It says elsewhere that those who looked after it, in that interim period, were the sons of the priests. It was cared for in the liberty and blessedness of sonship. That is our part today; we are waiting the finality when we will enter into the glory, where all is secured in what answers to what Solomon typifies. 

We know the history after its setting in the tent. Solomon came to the throne, the house was built, the ark was brought into its place, and the staves drawn out, typical of Christ at rest. 

There He needs no protection; but today, in this provisional time. He needs protection, and 2 

Samuel 15 brings out the protective feelings of David for the ark. Absalom had arisen; he represents what is antichristian. John says there are many antichrists, but Absalom would represent something that is set against Christianity. He usurped David his father’s throne, and here they were, fleeing from him; they were in defeat and flight. David went out with all the people, “And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over”. Do we feel the way that the rights of Christ have been usurped in our day? They went out 

and this man Zadok, priest as he was, brought the ark of God. He meant well but he took it out of its place, he brought the ark of God to be with David in rejection. David says, “Carry back the ark of God into the city”. You think of the feelings of David as to that; he would not expose it to the rigours of flight, nor would he take it out of its place. 

We need to realise and respect the place that Christ has. The centre of divine unity is in Christ. The ark in Zion represents the centre of divine unity and divine glory; whatever the exigency, whatever the difficulty that might arise, we cannot take Christ out of His place. 

There are those who perhaps would have things their own way without reference to Christ, without reference to the implications of the Lord’s supper; that is like the ark out of its place. 

David says, “Carry back the ark of God into the city”. He was holding, I believe, to the, unity of the Spirit. The unity of the Spirit relates to a fixed order of things. Paul speaks about these three concentric circles in Ephesians 4 relating to the unity of the Spirit; they all have one centre and that centre is Christ. So David says, “Carry back the ark of God into the city”; Christ will not be moved from His place. Those who would protect Him would honour that; they would honour the place that God has given Him, and honour the place that He has in the assembly. That really relates, I believe, to His rights at the Supper; that we regulate our lives, and we regulate our exercises in regard of the Supper. So he says, “If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again”. God did bring him again. What it brings out is the beauty of David’s feelings, his desires, his exercises in regard of the ark and its rightful place. 

So let us be like that, beloved brethren, in the times of public departure that we are part of, seeking to maintain Christ in His own place. 

Now, I just want to speak about 2 Chronicles. This is care for the ark in days of recovery; Josiah’s is the last recovery and is like the days we are in. In the 

course of God’s dealings with His people there had been failure on their part and through mercy some recoveries. Now this is the last one. What happened after this was disastrous and applies to the public situation in which we have part. What we want to see, beloved brethren, is the way that Josiah was helped to bring the ark into its right place. He calls it the holy ark. 

We need to be developed in our feelings for Christ. We spoke this afternoon a little of His deity, who He is; yet He was here in manhood, but He is holy; the ark is holy. We need to understand that. It is a mark of divine recovery amongst men when we begin to appreciate, as God does, the holy character of Jesus. It says, “Josiah held a passover to Jehovah in Jerusalem; and they slaughtered the passover on the fourteenth of the first month”. That is, they got back to first principles. It is a great matter after failure to get back to first principles; they held the passover on the fourteenth of the first month. There was some provision for it being done in the second month, but Josiah’s recovery was such that he got back to first principles; he celebrated it in the first month. Then he “set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of Jehovah”. How fine it is that someone is so imbued with the spirit of recovery in relation to this holy ark, that he could encourage persons as to their service in the house of Jehovah. Would that we could encourage each other to a greater degree of service in the house of Jehovah. 

Josiah was not an old man, he was quite young. We are told at one time that he was eight, and then he was sixteen, and at the time that this thing happened he was twenty-six. So that is an appeal to all of us, but especially to those that are in that age group, that your energy, your devotion, your committal is required. We would encourage you into the service of the house of Jehovah. Then he refers to “the Levites, that taught all Israel”. What thankfulness we should have, beloved brethren, for the amount of teaching we have had in the ministries of the recovery! They are all there for us to 

go in for, and they have helped us as to what is due to Christ, and what place Jesus, the holy Ark, should have amongst us. I would encourage all to go in for the teaching; to read the books, to find out the value of them and compare them one with the other. You will find there is a Levitical line running through which is teaching, bringing out the glory and the greatness of the things of God. 

Then he says, “Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built”. Solomon represents God’s highest thoughts in sonship; it was Solomon who built the house; it was Solomon who made the place for the ark; it was Solomon who “assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem” (2 Chronicles 5: 2), to bring up the ark into its own place of rest. 

Josiah’s recovery was to that level. I do not know whether we really appreciate the quality of what we have been recovered to, the primary thoughts of God. All these things have entered into the ministries of the recovery. Let it be, beloved brethren, that for us, in our little part in the testimony, it is truly the greatest recovery. They were to “Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built; ye have not to carry it upon your shoulders”, that is the ark is to be at rest as it was in Solomon’s day, with no more conflict, no more journeying. In 2 Chronicles 5 the staves were drawn out, but they were not for the public to see. They were for the eye of God, a memorial before Him of the pathway of that blessed One as He did the will of God. Now He is installed in glory. 

Josiah says, “Serve now Jehovah your God, and his people Israel”. He organised everything. 

The heave-offering was there, that large appreciation of Christ. They had the passover too, that preceded it. I should have mentioned more as to it; they had the passover, that is they entered into the feelings of the sufferings of Christ. Every blessing, every recovery is based on the 

appreciation of the sufferings of Christ. They ate the passover seven days, it was no passing matter, it was no light matter, they let the import of that be with them for the whole period. 

So it is to be with us, beloved brethren, we are exhorted to keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. That underlies our care for the ark, it underlies the basis for any recovery. 

Then it says in 2 Chronicles 35: 18, “And there was no passover like to that holden in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel hold such a passover as Josiah held, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present”. 

We may wonder why the reference to Samuel comes in here. I think he represents a line of recovery; he represents the maintenance of the rights of God. There was another recovery which went back to Joshua’s day, but this one goes back to Samuel the prophet. Josiah’s recovery suggests the top note, and if we want to touch that we go back to the power of the prophetic word; to the teaching of Christ, and the teaching of the Scriptures, and the prophetic word that has come down by the Spirit throughout the dispensation. I think God would be pleased with that. I think the Spirit’s comment, that there was no passover like it holden in Israel, is a comment of divine pleasure. That is possible as we take up our responsibility to care for the things of Christ, small and vulnerable as they may be in an outward way, but they are intensely glorious. 

Let us be helped to realise the holiness of the things we have to deal with, to be conscious that we are handling holy things, and that the holy things relate to the Person of Jesus. I have spoken very feebly, I know, but I trust you get the message, beloved brethren, that we are obligated to care for the things of our Lord, and care for the Person of our Lord. Love would meet that obligation. There is need for that more than ever today as the tide of antichrist and of apostasy is rising, indeed 

awful things that are being said about Christ. It means that you and I are to maintain this thought of the holy ark; Jesus in the intrinsic purity and holiness and sinlessness of His humanity. Let all of us be in this great, final recovery for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow
20 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 25:20 (JND) [20] And the cherubim shall stretch out [their] wings over it, covering over with their wings the mercy-seat, and their faces opposite to one another: toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be [turned].

Matthew 2:13-14 (JND) [13] Now, they having departed, behold, an angel of [the] Lord appears in a dream to Joseph, saying, Arise, take to [thee] the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be there until I shall tell thee; for Herod will seek the little child to destroy it. [14] And, having arisen, he took to [him] the little child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt.

2 Samuel 15:23-26 (JND) [23] And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over; the king also himself passed over the torrent Kidron, and all the people passed over, towards the way of the wilderness. [24] And behold, Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God; and they set down the ark of God; and Abiathar went up, until all the people had passed completely out of the city. [25] And the king said to Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city. If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again, and shew me it, and its habitation. [26] But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee; behold, [here am] I, let him do to me as seemeth good to him.

2 Chronicles 35:1-18 (JND) [1] And Josiah held a passover to Jehovah in Jerusalem; and they slaughtered the passover on the fourteenth of the first month. [2] And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of Jehovah. [3] And he said to the Levites, that taught all Israel, [and] who were holy to Jehovah, Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built; ye have not to carry it upon your shoulders. Serve now Jehovah your God, and his people Israel; [4] and prepare yourselves by your fathers' houses, in your divisions, according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according to the writing of Solomon his son; [5] and stand in the sanctuary for the classes of the fathers' houses, for your brethren, the children of the people, and [according] to the divisions of the fathers' houses of the Levites; [6] and slaughter the passover, and hallow yourselves, and prepare it for your brethren, that they may do according to the word of Jehovah through Moses. [7] And Josiah gave for the children of the people a heave-offering of the flocks, lambs and goats, all for the passover-offerings, for all that were present to the number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these were of the king's substance. [8] And his princes gave a voluntary heave-offering for the people, for the priests, and for the Levites: Hilkijah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the passover-offerings two thousand six hundred [small cattle] and three hundred oxen; [9] and Conaniah, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave as heave-offering to the Levites for the passover-offerings five thousand [small cattle] and five hundred oxen. [10] And the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the Levites in their divisions, according to the king's commandment. [11] And they slaughtered the passover, and the priests sprinkled [the blood] from their hand, and the Levites flayed them. [12] And they set apart the burnt-offerings to give them to the classes of the fathers' houses of the children of the people, to present them to Jehovah, as it is written in the book of Moses. And so [did they] with the oxen. …

Luke 2:29 (JND) [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace;

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 132:6 (JND) [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

2 Chronicles 5:2 (JND) [2] Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion.

2 Chronicles 5 (JND) [1] And all the work was finished that Solomon made for the house of Jehovah. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated; and the silver, and the gold, and all the vessels he put among the treasures of the house of God. [2] Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion. [3] And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast, that of the seventh month. …

2 Chronicles 35:18 (JND) [18] And there was no passover like to that holden in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel hold such a passover as Josiah held, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.



HOUSES WHERE ROOM IS MADE FOR CHRIST

K. N. Pye 

Exodus 12: 3–13; John 12: 1–3 

We have been speaking about the kind of man that God is looking for, man like Christ. The assembly is made up of localities, localities are made up of houses, houses are made up of individuals. We have spoken of manhood. What I would like to speak about now is our houses, what characterises them. A house is a place where affection is known. If we want to know the character of God’s house, we may refer to Luke 15. We find there the character of the atmosphere that is found in God’s house. It is not a house where there is penalty, it is not a house where everybody is on tenterhooks. It is a house where there is liberty and affection. 

That is what God has in view and I think that is what is intended to be found in the Christian household; it is intended to be a place where affection is known. There is no fear, “Then are the sons free” (Matthew 17: 26), set free in the house. Sons are free in that area, there is no holding back but there is liberty. It is what is to be found in our houses, liberty, freedom, and affection. 

I thought we would see that in Exodus, because each house had to have a lamb. So what was the predominant theme running through each one of these houses, for these four days? There is a lamb there. Do 

you think the children would not have affection for that lamb? The lamb was not put in a pen and stuck in the corner—I do not think that was the idea. The lamb was there and it was there for the house. It was not there for one room, it was not there just for one person, the lamb was there for the house. Oh the affection that everyone in that house would have for that lamb. 

The lamb would speak to us of Christ. What place does He have in our houses? You say, Well, I love Him. What place does He have in the house? is Christ at liberty in our houses? 

That is what would be intended. The head of the household would set the lamb free. Christ would be at liberty in the house. He would be able to go around the house and He would affect every heart. If Christ is free in our houses He would affect every heart in the house. It is a test for those of us who are heads of houses. Is Christ really free in our house? If He is free in our house I think it would permeate everything. He is able for that. There was the lamb four days without blemish. Oh, the perfection of Jesus, and there He is in our houses. 

One who has come near. I just wonder if we make enough room for Him? I feel challenged as I speak, but do we make enough room for Jesus in our houses? He was the Man who died, the perfect Man. Everything else fades into insignificance when you have a lamb like this in the house. If we make more room for Jesus in our houses I think we will find other things will fade away. I think all attention will be devoted to this Lamb. Well, is our attention devoted on Jesus, the Lamb without blemish? 

We spoke of the perfection seen in Him in His attacking the enemy. When the enemy was tempting Him He was able to attack; perfection was seen in Him. Just think of Jesus being given liberty in our houses, the same One who was there in the temple, not in conflict now, but there at rest, hearing them and asking questions. That is the place Jesus would love to have, and we have to give Him room for that in our houses. 

You say, I know the brother sitting next to me has that in his house. But what about your house? Is Christ at liberty there? Does He have His true place in your house? If you are of the character of manhood that is according to God, the character of manhood that is like Christ, I think you will find that Jesus will have this place in your house. One that is without blemish, One that is able to help. Jesus was able to help in every case. His mother, in John 2, said to the servants, “Whatever he may say to you, do” (v.5). He was able for that situation. We read, 

“Jesus says to them, Fill the water-vessels with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

And he says to them, Draw out now”. The water was turned to wine. What joy comes into a house where Jesus has His true place. It is a house full of joy. God has that in view; He does not want something stinted. No, the music and the dancing went on in that house in Luke 15. 

God has that in mind, that is His objective. What do we have in our houses? Do we have this objective? I think we will have it as we give Christ His true place, as we give Him the place that belongs to Him. We will not only have the affection that was seen for the lamb but we will have joy. 

Here there was going to be turmoil in Egypt, the firstborn was going to be slain, but there was no indication of that in the houses of the children of Israel. Why? Because the lamb was there. Terrible things will occur in this world, a time of destruction will come. The assembly, of course, will be gone, but what is the situation in our houses now? Are we in accord with what the Lord is doing? Are we found as those who are waiting and watching for His return? 

I think if we are found in that attitude we will have room for Him in our houses. “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male”, there is maturity, “a yearling male”, something is available of the prime, the very best. That is what we need to desire to have available in our houses; the very best for ourselves, the very best for those in them, and the very best for God. 

The lamb is killed “between the 

two evenings” on the fourteenth day of the month. They all kill it at the same time. You have the households, and then you have the locality merging into the assembly, it is all merging together into one entity. But then each one has to fill out that part, each one has to have that lamb and kill it. The appreciation of the death of Christ is something that should mean more to us. How much does the death of Christ really mean to us? Everything else in the house would pale into insignificance as we see the lamb that was slain. The choicest of what is of the flesh was the firstborn. The firstborn of the children of Israel were able to eat that lamb, while the firstborn of all of Egypt was slain. That is intended to affect us so we appreciate the greatness and fulness of the work of Christ. The firstborn, the choicest of the Egyptians, was slain, and yet it was preserved in the houses of the children of Israel because the lamb had its place and because the lamb was slain. 

We need to look at our houses and see if everything there can be covered by the blood of Jesus. He had to die. If the blood was not on the door-posts and the lintel the destroyer would come into that house and the firstborn would be slain. The blood had to be there, that is outward, the blood that was put on the door-posts and the lintel could be seen outside. What testimony are our households to men? The neighbours go along, do they see the blood on the door-posts and the lintel? Not literally, but do they see that? Is it something that is obvious? I think it is a testimony that we bear. They see us leave for the meeting, they see our manner of life, they see our love for the Lord. Does that show them that Jesus has His true place in that house? You would look for that, because as they see that maybe something would work in their hearts, too. Maybe you could draw them into the appreciation of the Lamb, draw them into the appreciation of Jesus, the perfect Man, and a knowledge of the One who died for them, too. I think God would have that testimony rendered to men as we have the blood on the door-posts and the lintel. 

Our houses are not intended to be morose places, there is to be joy there. Why is there joy? 

Because the destroyer shall pass over. The victory has been secured by Christ. He has secured that victory. He secured it for the pleasure of God. So they were to take the lamb, and “eat the flesh in that night”; they were not to waste any time, they were to eat it that night. “Roast with fire”, shows the intensity of the death of Jesus, the intensity of what He went through, the suffering that He endured. It is intended to affect us. So they were to eat the flesh, roast with fire, and unleavened bread. There was nothing in the house of leaven, the first order of man had gone. This is the total removal of the flesh, unleavened bread, there is no leaven at all, nothing of the flesh seen at all, it is all gone. Then “with bitter herbs”, that is the end of things in this world, it is bitter, but the sweetness of the lamb roast with fire is there. That is what we should feed on in our houses, that Lamb roast with fire, the perfect Man who has done everything to fulfil the satisfaction of God. How perfect, how glorious, and He is available as food. What better to feed on! The children of Israel went into the wilderness and they hankered after the food of Egypt. I think they had maybe lost this joy that they had in this Lamb. God, of course, provided for them. Oh how good a God we have! He is always able to provide in every circumstance, but then we have to make room ourselves. So there they take it with bitter herbs. What is of this world is bitter, what is of Christ is sweet, the lamb roast with fire, not raw, not “boiled with water”, but roast with fire. What intensity of suffering Jesus went through. It is intended to affect us. The destroyer passing over was not a light matter. As we go through this world we know that our commonwealth is not of this world, it is of another world. Do we really appreciate what it meant for Jesus? I think we need to put a right value on the sufferings of Christ, the lamb “roast with fire”. The fire needs to be really hot, to roast the lamb. Jesus went to the very depths. Is that what we are feeding on? That is what we need to feed on, Christ. It is all there, it is all available, “its head with its legs and with its inwards”, everything there is good food. 

So read the gospels and encourage the children, to do that, go and read the gospels. It is good food, it is Christ; learn about how Jesus walked when He was here. Then get on your knees and speak to Him and come to know Him where He is, and then you will become like Him here where He was. That is how you enter into it, but you have to feed on that, you have to partake of it. If you do not partake of it you cannot enjoy it. If you do not put food in your mouth you cannot taste it. Oh you need to put this food in your mouth and taste it. I think our houses should be like that, areas where you can taste that the Lord is good. So here they were to take it and eat it; “ye shall let none of it remain until the morning”. They were to eat it in haste, ready to go out, ready for an end of things in this world. Egypt was done with, they were to go forward, their loins girded, sandals on their feet, staff in their hand; they do not take it leisurely, they eat it in haste”. Why? Because they want to go out of Egypt. Oh, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”, Philippians 3: 20. We are not of this world, we are of another world, a world where Christ has His true place. You go out into the world here and Christ has no place at all, they would love to ignore Him. “Crucify him”, they said, and it is still the same today. But in the houses of the saints it is intended that we can feed on Him, an area where there is room made for that Lamb, an area where affection can be known, 

“it is Jehovah’s passover”. The firstborn were smitten, in the land of Egypt, but then when God saw the blood He passed over. Well, is He going to pass over our houses? He would pass over every house under the shelter of the blood. I would just like to challenge myself, and each one of us, that our houses are in accord with this, in accord with the Man that God has selected, the perfect Man. 

I read in John because I think here you see a house where affection was known. It says in the previous chapter, “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus “(John 11: 5). He loved these three individuals. He loved to go to Bethany; He went to that place where He could be free, where affection was known. Martha and Mary said, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (John 11: 21, 32). They knew that if Jesus had been in the house Lazarus would not have died. I would like to apply that to ourselves, if Jesus has His true place in our houses it would preserve us from things in this world. They knew that. When Jesus comes to the tomb Lazarus is raised from the dead. Then Jesus “came to Bethany, where was the dead man Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among the dead”. There therefore they made Him a supper. It does not say they made a supper for themselves and Jesus happened to be there. That is not what it says. It says, “There therefore they made him a supper”. What is our objective? When we come together, our objective should be that there is something for Christ. He meets His own after He was raised and He says, “Have ye anything here to eat?”, Luke 24: 41. They gave Him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb. Oh how fine it is to have something for Him! Would that we are found like this in an attitude where our houses can be occupied with making something for the heart of Christ. 

Martha served, there is no discord here. Martha is serving, she is occupied in bringing what is necessary for Jesus. Lazarus is at table, enjoying things with Christ. That is what is intended to be in our homes. In our houses it is intended that the householder can bring out of his treasure things new and old (see Matthew 13: 52). I think these treasures would relate to our experience with Christ and experience with God. We can bring them out and they are for the pleasure of Christ. Mary did that, she brought out this treasure. It was “a pound of ointment of pure nard”. That is the treasure she brought out, in the house, for the pleasure of Jesus. She 

“anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment”. I think if we make room for Jesus in our houses, the whole house will be filled with the odour of the ointment, it permeates everything. Make room for that Lamb, have affection for Him. Other things will be gone, there will be no room for them, because the house is filled with the odour of this ointment. There is an area where there is joy and happiness. There is room for Jesus and the house is filled with this wondrous answer, an answer that satisfies Him, and satisfies the heart of God. 

May we be found in character like this and may our houses be found like this. I think it comes about as we start with ourselves, being men that are like Christ. We find that it would follow through into houses that are available, where room is made for Christ, so that there should be this answer in the house being filled with the odour of the ointment. That permeates then to the local assembly and there is an answer that satisfies the heart of God. May we be found in this character and may we be exercised to have our houses available so that Christ may be magnified in them. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Toronto
6 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 12:3-13 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Matthew 17:26 (JND) [26] Peter says to him, From strangers. Jesus said to him, Then are the sons free.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

John 11:5 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

John 11:21-32 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died; [22] but even now I know, that whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will give thee. [23] Jesus says to her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24] Martha says to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; [26] and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. Believest thou this? [27] She says to him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who should come into the world. [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee. [29] She, when she heard [that], rises up quickly and comes to him. [30] Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was in the place where Martha came to meet him. [31] The Jews therefore who were with her in the house and consoling her, seeing Mary that she rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, She goes to the tomb, that she may weep there. [32] Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, seeing him, fell at his feet, saying to him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

Luke 24:41 (JND) [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat?

Matthew 13:52 (JND) [52] And he said to them, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man [that is] a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.



COMMITTAL BY BELIEVERS

G. C. McKay 

Numbers 6: 1–5; Judges 13: 1–5 

We have been hearing tonight, dear brethren, of the divine provision for us and committal to us in love. We have had allusion to the rich spiritual blessings that are ours, and to the privilege of partaking of the Supper. We 

begin each week with that, the emblems before us speaking most touchingly of Christ’s committal. We often think of Him in that way, the definiteness of it—“I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. Divine love in its committal is brought to bear upon us. It is one of the most powerful things, divine love in its committal, not only a necessary service as occasion arises, but committal, Jesus is committed to serve the assembly. The Lord Jesus is committed to that; He delivered Himself up for the assembly, involving His death and involving His present service too, so that things should go right through to the end. 

Now, I wondered if I could say a little about committal from our side. You can see that if we are affected by divine love there is going to be an answer in us, an appreciation in our hearts in praise, and also an answer in committal. We often speak of the divine side of things, and how affecting it is, but I think there has to be some kind of answer in our hearts. This scripture in Numbers makes provision for a special vow that we might make; it is not a prescribed thing that we have to make it. So that it is a kind of challenge, “If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite”—so that brings in a brother or sister, and us all, if we want to do this. So the challenge would come as to whether we would like to be a Nazarite, and to make a special vow. The background in the book is really one of need and of difficulty; just as in the days of Judges where Jehovah gave Israel into the hands of the Philistines because they did evil in the sight of Jehovah. In chapter 5 of Numbers you get the trial of jealousy, a man challenging his wife as to whether she is faithful or not, and the matter being gone through and bringing to light as to whether she was faithful or unfaithful. 

That speaks, of course, of the Lord Jesus and His right to challenge. Indeed the challenge was raised as to Israel and she was found to be unfaithful, and in days of Christianity too the challenge can be raised. Is there faithfulness to Christ or is there not? Chapter 5 

includes the thought of the test bringing out that there has been unfaithfulness, but it also brings out the thought that the woman may not have been defiled and be clean. A woman that has not been defiled (Numbers 5: 28) shall be clear, and shall conceive seed. 

Dear brethren, we want this seed produced amongst us, a pure seed. It is the product of God in us, it corresponds with that. With that work of God in us there is a response in our hearts in the way of committal and purity and separation and worship; divine love demands that. Very often we do not yield to it. When a young person asks to break bread, to commit themselves in that way, they make a kind of vow. If you commit yourself to break bread it is a serious matter, an important matter, but a blessed matter. You partake of these emblems and you make a vow, you make a committal. So against this background of the challenge as to faithfulness there is the thought that a man or a woman might take the special vow of the Nazarite and be special, be different. Are you prepared to be different? There is no suggestion that you would be specially gifted, or specially intelligent, just specially devoted. You separate from things that would stimulate the flesh; not only from what is unclean, but from anything that would simply minister to the flesh and build you up in the enjoyment of the flesh, a very, very testing thing to us all. 

There is the thought of consecration to Jehovah. The challenge would be. Is this amongst us? 

First of all, individually as to us all, brothers and sisters alike, is there something special about us? We are in 2 Timothy days and we take a path of separation, but are we actually any different from other believers who go on in man’s associations? Is there something special about us? It is not simply a kind of positional thing. Is there something special in a sense of devotion, not in a sense of gift? Nothing here suggests gift or light, just a special vow of committal. It involves separation, it 

involves giving up things that you might enjoy in the flesh, and limiting yourself as to these things so that you might be more pleasing to God. Now, it is a very real thing, it is a very practical thing. It is very striking that one of the first things in the prescription as to the Nazarite is what to do if he fails. You might say, I cannot take this, I know what I am, I will fail. Well, there is provision for that too, for if a Nazarite fails he has to start again. The first days are forfeited, but he can begin again; he can bring the two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons to the priest, “one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offering” (Numbers 6: 11), and he can recommit himself. Do not be discouraged by the thought that you might fail, but rather commit yourself, knowing that if you fail there is provision to recommit yourself. 

Dear brethren, perhaps there is a great need of that with some of us, to recommit ourselves. 

Maybe there is a time of special committal with us (many of us would say that), a time of real committal and separation and devotion, and then we just fall back and we fail. But then there is provision to take it up again and fulfil our vow. Then there is also the provision for what happens in the fulfilment of the whole time. 

After the trial of jealousy and the consecration of the Nazarite you get a great blessing brought in. At the end of chapter 6 there is the idea of God blessing and making His face to shine upon Israel, and then in chapter 7 you get great wealth for God from the princes; but it is all on the basis of moral exercise. In this day of departure and difficulty and unfaithfulness there is not anything arrived at without moral exercise. There is nothing just positional; there is nothing going to be produced for God, and no prosperity and joy just by position or by light even. There has to be devotion, there has to be love, there has to be committal. That is the basis of the present recovery, that persons committed themselves in this way. They were laughed at and they were slighted. They gave up the respectability of the cathedrals and churches, for there 

was great dignity in that and it was respected in those days more than nowadays; persons had positions in the church and supported the church, and there was a respectability accorded. 

They gave it up and they went along to a little meeting room; one of them was, I think, a converted furniture store. Persons would say, What are you doing there with these poor-looking people? Why are you going on with them and not going to the church? It was because they had made a special vow; they were catering for what was natural no longer, just as the Nazarite would let his hair grow. It would be against nature and under reproach; but then he was committed to that, it was an outward testimony. 

I read in Judges because it was a very remarkable thing that Samson was born as a Nazarite from the womb. You could hardly think of anything being added to the thought of being a Nazarite, but here is one who is a Nazarite from the womb. Now that is another thought; it brings in the responsibility that Samson’s mother was given. She was a very remarkable woman, more intelligent than her husband, knowing what to do, and receiving a divine communication from the angel. She was told that she had to be careful, “And now beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat nothing unclean. For lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son, and no razor shall come on his head; for the boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb”. It is not that nature can produce anything, but it points to spiritual exercise in the mother, what is maternal amongst us, and literal mothers too. What is the product going to be? In Numbers 5 there was a seed of the woman, she was clean and she conceived seed. Here there was a seed, and it was to be one who was a Nazarite of God from the womb. That involved not only his exercise as of a man or a woman who makes a vow, but also the exercise of the mother. She was to keep herself from things that would cater for nature and things that were unclean, because she wanted the child in this holy character, so that Israel should be saved out of the 

hands of the Philistines. 

The prosperity of the brethren depends on these things, and so the test is for us all. It comes home very much to those of us who are parents as to the children in the family. What are you bringing them up for? What is your exercise? Are you devoted? Is there anything in your life that would lead them in the direction of Nazariteship? Think of that, that Samson’s mother had to carry this exercise so that someone should appear that began to save Israel out of the hands of the Philistines. So things depend on this. From one point of view everything depends on divine love and the wonderful character of divine provision; there will be nothing apart from redemption and all these blessed things. But practically, for things to be secured amongst us and enjoyed amongst us, there has to be committal on our side, dear brethren. 

Then there will be something that corresponds. There is the devotion and free giving of divine love; but then there should be something that corresponds in our hearts so that the testimony may prosper and the saints may prosper in this place and everywhere. May this be the result for God, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
30 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 6:1-5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. [4] All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine, from the seed-stones, even to the skin. [5] All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head; until the days be fulfilled, that he hath consecrated himself to Jehovah, he shall be holy; he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.

Judges 13:1-5 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of Jehovah; and Jehovah gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. [2] And there was a certain man of Zoreah, of the family of the Danites, and his name was Manoah. And his wife was barren and did not bear. [3] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to the woman, and said to her, Behold now, thou art barren and bearest not; but thou shalt conceive and bear a son. [4] And now beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat nothing unclean. [5] For lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son, and no razor shall come on his head; for the boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb; and he shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Numbers 5:28 (JND) [28] But if the woman have not been defiled, and be clean, then she shall be clear, and shall conceive seed.

Numbers 6:11 (JND) [11] And the priest shall offer one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead person; and he shall hallow his head that same day.

Numbers 5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by a dead person: [3] both male and female shall ye put out; outside the camp shall ye put them, that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell. …



EXTRACTS

F.E.R. 

... You see how the working of things would be if you got the love of Christ in a person, the desire of that person would be to bring the testimony of Christ into this world; well, if you unfold that you will very soon bring yourself into antagonism with the world. The Lord Himself was sent in divine love by the Father, but then He could not acquiesce in the state of things here, and love was therefore brought into antagonism with men. It is impossible that divine love should acquiesce in what 

was here, and that makes good what the Lord says, “They have both seen and hated both me and my Father”. A great many people fancy that love would lead a man to acquiesce in what he finds here, to accept what is here, but divine love could not accept it. The Lord would perform an act of mercy on the Sabbath day, for instance, for mercy could not be bound by the Sabbath day, but then that brings Him into collision with the Jews. The secret comes out in His answer, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work”. 

Rem.  

And now the cross has come in and separated us from the world, and put everything, too, into its place. 

F.E.R. 

Yes. You see, a Christian might be amiable and, as far as he could, anxious to go on in peace, and desirous not to offend, but that is not love. There might be every possible desire to go on with men, and not offend, he might do all that, and people would admire one’s amiability and all that, but what I think is, love would carry you further than that, it would prevent your acquiescence in things here. People like Christians well enough as long as they do not interfere, or come forward in testimony; it is the testimony that stirs up the opposition and enmity. What the world says very generally is, ‘Let every man alone, let a man act according to his conscientious convictions—let a Jew be a Jew, and let a Christian be a Christian, let every man act according to his conscience and so on’; but there is no divine love in that, and, too, it involves the giving up the idea that there is such a thing here as divine truth. Love must be faithful, and if the testimony comes in—“Thy word”—I am very well convinced it will very soon bring a person into collision with the world. The apostles were bound to recognise this, on the word of the Lord, that they were not of the world, even as He was not of the world. They had another origin altogether, and the world hated them because they were not of the world. The word was given them for testimony, as I understand it, not simply for their own intelligence and comfort; and then really, to be effective in testimony, at all events in the word of the Father, they had to know 

that they were not of the world, even as He was not of the world. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 5, pp.417, 418) 

Well, now he says, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Oh, it needs your prayers! “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Some of the dear saints make much of the nice brother; of course, a nice brother is a nice brother, but they make more of the brother than of what he says, his doctrine and his principles. You want to get the principles first. Get the principles before you make up your mind about a brother. Find out his principles and how he applies them. That is the order of God. If you look at the book of Numbers, chapter 4, you see that the Levites are in three families, and the sons of Kohath have a service in connection with the most sacred things. The second is Gershon and he has to do with the principles; he has to look after these things. He comes in before the sons of Merari, who are porters and builders. This is the only place where it says the instruments to be carried were dealt out by name (Numbers 4: 32); that is, they are persons. These are under the hand of Merari. But Gershon’s work comes before this. Get the principles first! Insist on the principles before you make much of the persons. Make much of the persons, of course; they will be in heaven, the saints will be, but the principles should come first as down here. That is the reason why I am stressing the idea of care as so important and that all should be brought into it and all should understand that he has to do his part in looking after things. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 99, pp.244, 245) 
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Scripture references

Numbers 4:32 (JND) [32] and the pillars of the court round about, and their bases, and their pegs, and their cords, all their instruments, according to all their service; and by name ye shall number to them the materials which are their charge to carry.
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