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BURDEN BEARING

G. C. McKay 

Numbers 4: 46–49; 7: 1–9; Matthew 1 1: 25–30; Galatians 6: 2 

I had in mind in referring to these scriptures to say a word on burden bearing. I would like to speak encouragingly first of all as to the levites, and I would like to make clear that in speaking thus I am speaking to everyone, for the divine mind is that everyone should take up his responsibilities and privileges as a levite. We could rehearse again what is often said, and is important to bear in mind, that in Christianity every believer is regarded as filling out the three classes of persons in Israel. The priests would represent the saints as having the Spirit and as being spiritual, in principle at least; the levites those who are prepared to serve in whatever capacity to forward the testimony of God; then there were the common people, and we all have our part in that in our daily lives. Now there is evidently a great need for these levites. There are eight thousand five hundred and eighty according to Numbers 4, and I would like to call attention to the need for them. 

There was a great system set up where God dwelt amidst His people—the tabernacle system with its structure, with the pillars and the curtains, and all the detail that entered into it, and all the holy articles it contained. There was much there to be set up and cared for, and to be carried as the children of Israel moved. The testimony is in movement, things are changing. It is not just that we settle down. We do not know when we are going to have to move, either, for they moved according to the cloud, it was quite an onerous thing for the levites when the tabernacle moved, for everything had to be taken down. They were under the supervision of the priests, meaning that what is spiritual in the saints governs everything. All that 

service is taken up as governed by what is spiritual. The service that is taken up is onerous, and there is a need for it. Who is going to do it? When the cloud lifts and the two silver trumpets sound, who is going to do things? There is the question of the dismantling of the tabernacle system and of the carrying of it, there was prescription as to all that, and then the setting up of it again. Sometimes it stayed for a long period of time in the same place, and sometimes it seems as if it moved and moved and moved. You think of how the wearied levite, having set up the tabernacle system, might find the next day there was another move. 

So there was much to be done, and there was a need for labour and for burden bearing. 

That is reflected today in this day of small things, perhaps even more than ever; there is a need. I do not want to speak oppressively, but still in God’s view there is a need and you have your portion. The levites were not just left to do what they wished, and it does not seem as if they were exactly interchangeable, but rather there were different groups with different tasks appointed to them by the priests. I suppose they would point to something and say, It is your duty to carry that—or to help in carrying that—because one of the most encouraging things is that this family worked together. There was need of all, and yet there was comfort in the fact that the service was taken up with others. In fact it was necessary, for many of the services would be impossible to carry out alone. We have, for example, articles that were carried with staves. You needed one person at each end of each stave; in other words you had to work together with others. Now I would like to point out there is a need in our day for that, to work with others and take up your end of the stave, or whatever you are given to do, to take up responsibility. 

I know that all believers are levites, as all believers are priests, but then the matter becomes accentuated and clear in persons. For example, some persons we say 

are spiritual. It is not to say that others do not have the Spirit, but even in Galatians it says, 

“ye who are spiritual”, Galatians 6: 1. Some persons are spiritual, the matter becomes accentuated with them, and so with those that labour in levitical service of whatever kind, certain features are seen. So what kind of person would a levite be? You can be in fellowship and enjoy things among the saints, and do a bit too, and not be characteristically levitical in your outlook. There could be something that keeps you from what God has in view. They were very special, this family; they distinguished themselves. One of the things that seemed to mark them was zeal and committal. It marked the sons of Levi in the time of the golden calf when Moses had to appeal to those who would be for Jehovah, the time when judgment had to be executed. Moses appealed as to who would be for Jehovah at such a time as that, and the persons who came forward were the sons of Levi; what marked them was that they were to disregard what was natural. “He that is for Jehovah”, says Moses, “let him come to me”. And all the sons of Levi, all of them, gathered to him. And he said to them, “Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel—Put every man his sword upon his hip; go and return from gate to gate through the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour”, Exodus 32: 26, 27. How solemn! But what it depicts for us is this, that a levite loves what is for God, he loves the testimony, and he does not put what is natural before that. Whether it is his brother, or his friend, or his neighbour, what is natural and what is social does not come first with him. He would sacrifice that to stand and support what is of God. Committal is one of the features of a levite; he sees there is need and he is committed to do it. He will not leave it undone. If something is needing to be done he will do it. He will take it up, no doubt, in as spiritual a way as possible, and with respect to what other brethren in the locality are doing; but the thing needs to be done and the levite says, I will do it, at whatever cost. 

The Lord Jesus is a model for us in everything, and He was a model for us in this. When He came to the temple, for example, and found there these sellers of oxen and sheep and doves, He cast them out. He said, “Take these things hence” (John 2: 16). He would not have His Father’s house made a house of merchandise. What did the disciples think as they watched that? They remembered the scripture, “The zeal of thy house devours me”, John 2: 17. Zeal for the house of God. You see the kind of persons the levites would be, this special family desirous to stand for what was for God and to support the testimony. That is what the tabernacle speaks of as it progressed through the wilderness, the testimony of God. Desire to support it, to work with others and do whatever is necessary. 

The levites also had a special sense of divine claims upon them. God took them in place of the firstborn, whom He had consecrated to Himself because of what they had been saved from in Egypt, when the firstborn of Egypt were slain. You find in the history of the levites they were taken in place of the firstborn, giving them a very dignified place. In fact, in one sense, they typify specially the saints of the assembly, “the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven”, Hebrews 12: 23. So they are a dignified family and they have a sense of redemption and the claims of redemption. There were not quite the same number of levites as there were firstborn, and where there was the overplus there had to be redemption paid, five shekels for the firstborn who were not thus redeemed by the levites. And so they would feel the divine claims upon them. You see the kind of person a levite is, you see the zeal he has, the readiness to deny what is natural and to put what is divine first. You see the kind of committal and sense of responsibility he has, you see that he is prepared to serve, whether he is a Kohathite, or a Merarite or a Gershonite, he is prepared to take up the burden. You can see that the work was onerous. I found in accredited ministry that some of it is described as 

drudgery. Are we prepared for drudgery? 

Now how precious to think of the Lord Jesus serving amongst His own. He washed their feet, a menial task, but Jesus did it. He was in the midst of them as the One that served. I am sure He would do many practical things. He made a meal for them in John 21, and He not only prepared it, He served it. The Lord Jesus did the most practical things when here. Now are you prepared for the most practical things? Levitical service involves that. It involves the very spiritual exercise among the Kohathites who carried the ark itself. What a privilege they had! Then it involved less spiritual, but still vital matters. The Gershonites carried the curtains, and the Merarites the boards of the tabernacle. These things were onerous, they were heavy. So I would raise the challenge with each of us. Am I prepared to be a levite? Am I prepared to take up my responsibility? Do I really have it in my heart to do this? Dot love the testimony of God, be it in smallness? It is in smallness, but even the very smallness increases the call for persons to take up the load, whatever it might be. Even a tent pin would have to be carried. Lift it up. If that is your task, take the end of that stave, carry what you have to carry. 

It is encouraging that the children of Israel in this work were united. Levi means united, and I think the essence of this was that they worked together, they were united in it. It is not that everything is going to land on you, it is that you can join with others in this service. It means you promote the testimony of God however you might, whether it is in declaring and standing for the principles of the truth as the Gershonites, or caring for the details of the needs of the saints and their spiritual prosperity as in the case of the Merarites, or whether you have the privilege of Kohathite service. Think of the privilege of carrying the ark of God. The priests had covered it. The Levites had to know their place, for what was priestly governed. The great disaster that has occurred in Christendom is that the levites got out of 

control; they assumed to be priests as well and made nothing of all the rest of believers, and so the clergy emerged. What is priestly in believers is greater than what is levitical. You might stand on a platform and speak, but you are inferior to the saints, for in that sense the levite serves the priests, and the priests are the saints. The priestly judgment of the saints, and the spiritual side in the saints, governs all; the levites are subservient to that, both to what is spiritual in themselves and in the saints. These are precious things if we are able to speak of the truth and to carry Christ in testimony. 

Now they were together in this, but also you read in Numbers 7 that they were supported by the rest of Israel. These leaders, under whom they were numbered, contributed. They were moved to offer, and first they offered these waggons. It is very interesting to think of them offering waggons and oxen. They were united in it. One waggon was for two princes, so they were collaborating in it; then an ox for each, six covered waggons and twelve oxen. They were covered waggons, for there had been thoughtfulness as to what they would be used for and how suitable they might be for service. 

Now God had not asked for this. In Leviticus, there is no prescription to make waggons. This was something that came from the people. They present it to God and it says, “Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, Take it of them”, it is acceptable. This is love among the saints, this is devotion among the saints. It is finding expression in supporting what is levitical, supporting the testimony, and giving it some help. Not only do we have one another as we each of us take up levitical duties, but we have the support of the saints. There is a sense that we are all in this, the saints would support in any way they could. The princes would offer, and their first offering would be these waggons. Moses gave them, in a calculated way under Jehovah’s instructions to the levites, and to those who had the heaviest burdens he gave the waggons. 

Think of that, divine consideration 

and the consideration of the saints. If there was a heavy burden the waggons would be there. 

The curtains must have been a tremendous weight but there were waggons for these and for the boards. 

But the Kohathites did not use them, they bore what they carried upon their shoulder. I think that was a special privilege, to carry the precious things from the sanctuary upon the shoulder. What thoughts they must have had as they carried these, the ark speaking of the Lord Jesus Himself personally, and these other articles that were in the holy place. If you carried these things, then you would carry them with a sense of the holiness of them and the import of them. What is spiritual should govern all our service. We should have spiritual thoughts in regard to the simplest things. In Acts, when they needed persons to serve tables, they sought out spiritual persons. You might say, Well we can leave that to the unspiritual. 

No, they sought out spiritual persons and they served tables, they saw to the distribution of the food. In other words, in this great system that you and I have the privilege of belonging to, everything is elevated because it all relates to the dwelling of God and His testimony in this scene, the prosperity of His people and the maintenance of His praise. So everything is elevated. The collection is elevated, the money is devoted, it is a sacrificial matter. 

Then if it comes down to what is in fact drudgery, if it is something simple and onerous, undistinguished outwardly, then you do it because your heart is in it; you see that you are supporting this great divine system, you are supporting the testimony. You have the honour of doing so, brother and sister alike. Well let us be prepared for it, for the challenge would come. Am I carrying my little share of the burden locally? Am I leaving it to others? I do not think the brethren would take it ill, if I say that very often in a locality you find some bear more than others. That is just a practical observation. Some seem to have a heart for it, and the 

energy for it, and the committal for it, but the divine thought is that everyone should carry their burden. Can you carry the saints in your affections? Can you serve them? Can you carry the questions of the truth and present the truth and the principles to the saints, all that would guard the fellowship? What can you do for the saints? Are you prepared to take up what you are able to do, and what might be appointed to you? It is a very searching matter, and yet there is privilege in all this, and comfort. They were together in it, and there is this great end that Christ is promoted, and the testimony and the welfare of the saints. So let us each be exercised. 

You do not want to defer it either. Another interesting thing is that they were to serve from the age of thirty, for things are to be taken up in a mature way. Then you read a few chapters later that they serve from twenty-five. You say that Moses’ law has to be kept to the letter. 

You have to look into that and see what practically was happening, the willingness of persons to come in, not to defer, but to come in and learn how to serve the saints and promote the testimony. In David’s time the age was reduced even more. The divine system is not to exclude you. The thought is that as having the Holy Spirit you are part of that system; you have your place and responsibilities in it, and your happiness is in committing yourself. 

Deny, if necessary, what is natural, deny much that you would like to do yourself, so that you might devote a little more time to bearing the burdens of the testimony. Thank God for all those who are carrying them. May we all be able to carry a little more. Could you carry on the shoulder? You need some strength for that. I suppose the age of thirty would indicate that you are going to have to develop some strength to do this, some spiritual power and energy. It is not simply natural energy, although you would devote that, but some power, some resource. What power is in Christ! Everything is really being sustained by Him, for He carries the names of the saints on His shoulders, as Aaron wore the ephod and the shoulder pieces. It seems 

to me too that you could also carry in your bosom, because it says of Moses he carried the people in his bosom. Think of that, the affections and the strength. As you know the Lord Jesus and you make way for the Spirit, you will get the strength, and you will develop in your affections to sustain you in such a service. 

I read in Matthew 11 where the Lord Jesus, as we know, is a great model for us. It is wonderful the way the scriptures open out the truth to us in detail. You have the doctrine stated, then you have typical teaching in the Old Testament that illuminates the matter and makes it clear to the mind, but above all you will find that things are set out in Christ. He is the great Leader in everything, the great model and example, and so you have the truth set out in Jesus. That makes it attractive, and authoritative to the soul. It is set out there in Christ, the One who as a divine Person came into manhood, and who as in manhood has carried out the will of God. He is unique in Himself, of course, for who could do what Jesus did? But also we can think of Him doing things and leaving them as a model that we should follow in His steps. Here He is a model for someone who is burdened, perhaps even finding that any levitical burden we have taken up is heavy. Here the Lord Jesus is facing the rejection of Himself by the very cities that saw the most of His miracles and works of power. But in the time of pressure, when His long-suffering gracious service was being slighted, and He Himself rejected, when the people whom He loved were refusing Him, in the midst of all that, He becomes a model for someone in such circumstances. He becomes a model in the buoyancy of His spirit and His acceptance of everything from the Father. He rejoices. He has to speak as to the judgment that would come on the places that had not repented and had neglected what He had set out. Then He answering said, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. He resorts in His spirit to the Father, to rejoice 

in what the Father was doing. Despite those that were neglectful, there were those who were getting the blessing and those to whom things could be revealed. 

Then as thus accepting what came from the Father, as thus rejoicing, He is able to speak to us. It is a very touching thing. In many of our exercises we can turn to Jesus. He is our great High Priest as having been here, “tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”, Hebrews 4: 15. So He can set out how matters might be responded to, and as our High Priest He can give us grace that we might be more like Him when difficulties arise, and we experience rejection and suffering here. So here He is a model for one accepting all from the Father, indeed rejoicing in what the Father is doing. He was being rejected, yet how much was being done. 

What great things were in prospect! These babes were having things revealed to them. He goes on to speak about the revelation of the Father, “nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him”. Then He appeals to those who labour and are burdened, “Come to me”, he says. Is that not attractive? Not only a word of comfort but an appeal to come, to come near to Him, to get something from Him, and to contemplate Him, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. I would not minimise the loads and burdens the brethren carry, but here it is Jesus and He was a burden-bearer too. How much He bore here, and yet in that He becomes a model to us, for He says, “I will give you rest”. 

The way that He gives us rest is that He shows us how He bears things, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. That is not simply teaching, “learn from me” means we contemplate Him. How did He bear rejection and suffering? How did He bear the burdens? If we learn that, then He would say, You can take My burden upon you, and you can find rest in all the burden bearing, as I find rest, as I rejoice in the Father. There was complete submission to the Father’s will. He says, 

“Take my yoke upon you”, you will find rest in that, you submit and you bear and you are sustained in it. “Learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. So there is encouragement, a special word here for the labourers and the burdened, whether it be that what you have taken on is burdensome to you, or whether other matters and sufferings have come upon you. There is a word here from Jesus, He says, “learn from me”, and He is one who has been through these things, sin apart. He knows what burdens are, He know what suffering is, He knew what 

“contradiction from sinners against himself” was (Hebrews 12: 3). He says, “Take my yoke upon you”, the yoke of submission to the will of the Father, “for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. As we learn from Him we are able to carry the burdens, and what it seems is this, that you are not overwhelmed by the burdens, but rather the service of God proceeds. To me that is one of the most wonderful things. The Lord praises the Father here in the face of all that, the service of God proceeds. It does not mean to say the burden is not there, or the suffering, or the deep exercise; but think of the soul of a saint that can rise above the burdens, rise to praise, and say with the Lord Jesus, that the burden is light, “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. 

In Galatians we have an appeal to bear one another’s burdens, a privilege that is also available in Christianity. There is an allusion in verse 5 to the burden each has to bear. We each have our own responsibility, each shall bear his own burden, but then there are burdens that can be shared, and this is the appeal to the Galatians. They were not persons who were thinking this way. They had been brought up under the law, and in legal thinking, and they were resorting to that again, giving up the grace of Christianity and what had been revealed. 

Now the law did not seem to involve carrying burdens, but rather imposing them, certainly as it was developed among Israel of old, for it speaks of the 

doctors of the law laying heavy burdens on men and not putting a finger on them themselves. 

That was the kind of person that was influencing the Galatian saints. So Paul says to such persons in such danger. No, do the opposite, “Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ”. The Galatians wanted law, so Paul gives them this law; he would say, What about the law of the Christ? What was seen in Him? Did He carry burdens? What was seen in Jesus is to come out in the saints, the same spirit of taking on burdens. How precious it is to have such a law, not a written law, but the law of the Christ, the law of that blessed Man, the Burden-bearer Himself. What burdens He bore at the cross! I will not speak of that, a burden that no one else could bear, for that is a separate matter, what He bore in bearing sin. 

How affecting that is to us! 

Let us prepare ourselves a little more for this matter of burden bearing. Every one of us could say, Could I carry a little more? And we could look at our localities and say, Am I doing all I could? Is there someone carrying more of a burden than they need to? Could I just go along and share that? In a day of smallness the burdens still have to be borne. If there are few, the testimony still has to be continued and therefore everyone is needed. May we be encouraged and attracted into this. I think the Lord Jesus would attract us into it, as to how to be a burden-bearer, and to have the zeal for it and the heart for it, and the patience for it. How precious are these features of Jesus as He walked here, His patience and His consideration for His disciples. May we be encouraged in this, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
8 November 1997 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 4:46-49 (JND) [46] All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the princes of Israel numbered, after their families and according to their fathers' houses, [47] from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old, every one that came to serve [in] the work of the service, and [in] the work of carrying, in the tent of meeting, [48] even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand five hundred and eighty. [49] According to the commandment of Jehovah they were numbered by Moses, every one for his service, and for his burden, and numbered by him, as Jehovah had commanded Moses.

Numbers 7:1-9 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on the day that Moses had completed the setting up of the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and hallowed it, and all the furniture thereof, and the altar and all its utensils, and had anointed them, and hallowed them, [2] that the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, the princes of the tribes, they that were over them that had been numbered, offered; [3] and they brought their offering before Jehovah, six covered waggons, and twelve oxen; a waggon for two princes, and an ox for each; and they presented them before the tabernacle. [4] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [5] Take it of them, and they shall be for the performance of the service of the tent of meeting, and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to each according to his service. [6] And Moses took the waggons and the oxen, and gave them to the Levites. [7] Two waggons and four oxen he gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their service; [8] and four waggons and eight oxen he gave to the sons of Merari, according to their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. [9] But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none, for the service of the sanctuary was upon them: they bore [what they carried] upon the shoulder.

Matthew 1 (JND) [1] Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. [2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Juda and his brethren; [3] and Juda begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram, …

Galatians 6:2 (JND) [2] Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ.

Numbers 4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, according to their fathers' houses, [3] from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, all that enter into the service, to do the work in the tent of meeting. …

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 32:26-27 (JND) [26] And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, He that is for Jehovah, [let him come] to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered to him. [27] And he said to them, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Put every man his sword upon his hip; go and return from gate to gate through the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbour.

John 2:16 (JND) [16] and said to the sellers of doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house a house of merchandise.

John 2:17 (JND) [17] [And] his disciples remembered that it is written, The zeal of thy house devours me.

Hebrews 12:23 (JND) [23] the universal gathering; and to [the] assembly of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to [the] spirits of just [men] made perfect;

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Numbers 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on the day that Moses had completed the setting up of the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and hallowed it, and all the furniture thereof, and the altar and all its utensils, and had anointed them, and hallowed them, [2] that the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, the princes of the tribes, they that were over them that had been numbered, offered; [3] and they brought their offering before Jehovah, six covered waggons, and twelve oxen; a waggon for two princes, and an ox for each; and they presented them before the tabernacle. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.



BABES AS PRESENTED IN SCRIPTURE

J. Renton 

Luke 10: 21–24; 1 Peter 2: 1–5; 1 Corinthians 3: 1–3; Hebrews 5: 12–14; 6: 1 (to “growth”) These scriptures speak of babes. The first two refer to babes in the sense of what is commendable, the kind of state the Lord would look for in each one of us. The second two scriptures look at babes as immature and not commendable. This first scripture in Luke 10 is parallel to Matthew 11, at the time of the Lord’s rejection, when He reproaches these localities, Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum. He had been ministering in these cities and they had not repented. Although, before the Lord pronounces woe to these localities, He had secured a remnant from them, because Peter and Andrew and Philip all belonged to Bethsaida according to John 1; and there was the centurion of Capernaum who had great faith, of whom the Lord says, “Not even in Israel have I found so great faith”, Matthew 8: 10 and Luke 7: 9. 

So the Lord had secured a remnant from these localities just as at the present time the Lord is securing persons in localities. He brings His woe to these places, just as Christendom is doomed for judgment; but before the Lord comes in in judgment He secures persons such as ourselves, unlikely persons. He secures such for Him and for the will of God. Then the Lord sends out these seventy in this same chapter. On their return they seem to be pleased with their service, but the Lord says to them, “Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens”, Luke 10: 20. So heaven comes into view from this chapter onwards in the gospel of Luke. 

Now what I want to come to is this, “In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit”. He did not rejoice in the fact that these cities were doomed for judgment. History records how these places were devastated by the Roman 

power; they were about to fall when the Lord pronounces woe on them, but that did not give the Lord rejoicing. It says of His rejoicing, “in the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. The Lord rejoiced in persons being secured for Himself and for the Father. He calls them babes in contrast to the wise and prudent. The big religious men, men of note in His day, just as men of note in our day with their titles, miss all this. The Lord says, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. The Father is supreme in the divine economy. He is supreme over all the operations, over all the nations. The Father is in this place of supremacy. He is over all, and the Lord recognises Him as that, “Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. It calls attention to His supremacy and to His sovereignty. The Father is sovereign in the selections He makes, “thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent”, men of ability, mental capacity, education and all that kind of thing. It does not help in the things of the Lord. It can be a hindrance to be wise and prudent according to men; “thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. 

Now this is a good state, babes in a right sense, babes who depend on Christ, who have answered to His call, who are simple in their relations with the Lord Jesus and simple in their relations with God. These are the babes who are spoken of here. It is not a state that we have to grow from exactly. As long as we are here we are to have this babe-like attitude which the Lord has so much pleasure in. He praises the Father, having in mind these babes, that is, persons who are simple in their attachment to the Lord Jesus, simple in their relations with the Father in prayer and dependence, and simple in their relations with the Holy Spirit. Such are the babes of the present time, and the Lord delights in these persons. They are the kind of persons for whom He 

thanks the Father. You think of the Father’s supremacy, you think of His rights to select and to choose, and He has hid things from certain persons. The things of God are hidden from the intrusion of mere human ability and education. But He says, “hast revealed them to babes—

yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight”. This is the Father’s pleasure. It is the Father’s well-pleasing that He selects these persons whom the Lord speaks of as “babes”. 

Now we need to be maintained in this attitude of complete dependence; simple in our relations with the Father, simple enough to look to the Spirit for help, and to look to the Lord for His teaching and guidance; such are the babes who are spoken of here. Think of the Father being well-pleased in the babes here, who were the disciples. So we need to be preserved in this state of babes as long as we are here. It is not that we grow from babes to men according to this setting. In other settings we are to grow, but not here, we are to be maintained in this babe attitude, drinking in these things that the Lord speaks about. 

He does not say what these things are, but they were the things the Lord spoke of, the things that the Lord came to do. The Lord says in chapter 2, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49). Think of the Lord here in His Father’s business. “These things” related to His Father’s business. Consider the great business God has in hand at the present time, the formation of the kingdom, the formation of the assembly, how great these things are, and it is babes who come into them. It is not persons of human intellect, not the wise and prudent, but babes who come into the good and enjoyment and formation of these wonderful things, “my Father’s business”. The Lord was here in that business, and the Spirit is here in that business, if we can use that word. Did not the servant in Genesis 24, a type of the Spirit, speak about “my business”? He says in Genesis 24, verse 33, 

“I will not eat until I have made known my business”. Think of 

the Spirit here on business, shall we say, to use that word, it is the very best that God has in mind in “these things”. The Lord’s business, the Father’s business, the Spirit’s business, how great “these things” are, far greater than the things of men. All their science and technology shut out “these things”. So it is the babes who are selected. The simpler we are the better. We become complicated but Christianity is simple, these babes would set that out here. 

Then the Lord first of all speaks to the Father, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes—yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight”. He speaks to the Father first in thanksgiving that He had these babes, if we are in that attitude the Lord will be pleased with us, the Lord in principle will thank the Father for us. Is it not a privilege to be in this kind of state that the Lord will thank the Father for, subjects of divine purpose, selected persons? The Lord would have us in this babe state, simple and drinking in the truth and being representative of Him. So after speaking to the Father, the Lord says, “All things have been delivered to me by my Father”. He speaks to the disciples, He speaks to these babes, 

“and no one knows who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son is pleased to reveal him”. You think of what is contained in that verse, the inscrutability of the Son. The Son is not the subject of revelation, the Son in His Person is inscrutable. But the Father is the subject of revelation. He says, “no one knows who the Son is but the Father”; there is something about the Son that we cannot penetrate although we know Him as our Lord Jesus. We are attracted to Him, we become attached to Him in a babe-like attitude, we depend on Him, but in His Person He is inscrutable, “no one knows who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son is pleased to reveal him”. You think of how the Lord speaks in the 

gospel of John about the Father. Over and over again He speaks about the Father. You might say He labours to get the disciples, these babes, to understand the Father, to appreciate the Father. We need to live in communion with the Father’s thoughts as to the Son, and the Son’s thoughts as to the Father; to be with the Father in His appreciation of the Son and to be alongside the Son in His appreciation of the Father. That is open to such babes. 

Scientific men in this world, great men of this world do not know anything about it. The greatest things that God’s heart can devise, they know nothing about it, but the babes are such as can be initiated into this wonderful divine order of things. So it says, “And having turned to the disciples privately”, these are the babes, “he said, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see”, great things of revelation. Able men are in darkness as to it all, but believers in this babe attitude are enlightened into these wonderful things. We are privileged to speak about them, and we can speak about them intelligently. We might take it for granted, but just consider what a wonderful thing it is to be together and speak about these wonderful things that occupy divine Persons. They may occupy our minds because we are simple and uncomplicated and not diverted by human intellect and human ability. So He says, “Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see. For I say to you that many prophets and kings have desired to see the things which ye behold, and did not see them; and to hear the things which ye hear, and did not hear them”. They did not belong to Old Testament times, but we are privileged to enter into the glory and blessedness of these wonderful things that the Lord speaks about here. I would say, “babes” in Luke 10 are in view of coming into the greatness and blessedness of the revelation of God; they are mentioned in Luke 10 in contrast to the wise and prudent. 

In 1 Peter the babes are mentioned in contrast to 

the things we have to lay aside, and in view of coming into God’s house, what is collective, where we can be together serving God. He says, “Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings”, these things have to be laid aside. 

These things, malice, guile, hypocrisies, envyings and evil speakings relate to what is collective. Obviously if there is no one available, there is not malice; and if there is no one to deceive there is no sense in guile; but malice, guile, hypocrisies, envyings and evil speakings relate to what could operate with one another; because malice involves other persons, guile involves other persons, hypocrisies involve other persons; hypocrisy means acting a part. 

There is no sense in acting a part if there is nobody to see us acting a part. Envyings relate to other persons, and evil speakings also. So these things have to be definitely laid aside. Then he says, “as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word”. The earnest desire of newborn babes is one thing. They are not complicated by other things, they have a simple eye, “desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word”. That is what we need to have, this earnest desire, this one objective to be here for the will of God, to be occupied with Christ, to “desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation”. This refers to newborn babes in view of growth, and we have to begin this way and be maintained this way. We have all seen a newborn babe desiring earnestly. It knows how to make a noise if that desire is not satisfied. So it is this earnestness and reality and single objective that is commended here. We are to lay aside things that would hinder and complicate and have this earnest desire for “the pure mental milk of the word” in view of growth, “that by it ye may grow up to salvation, if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good”. I am sure we have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Then it says, “To whom coming, a living stone”, that is the Lord Jesus, “a living stone, cast away indeed as 

worthless by men”. He has been rejected, “but with God chosen, precious”. That no doubt refers to the present position of Christ, selected as the Firstborn from among the dead and exalted. Then we, “as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood”. 

This is in view of having right relations with one another so there is what corresponds with the house, and “a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. This is in view of a company, a number of persons being together. It is babehood as being not only individually in relation to the revelation of God, but in view of being together. 

I have no doubt that if every believer on the face of the earth answered to this scripture here in 1 Peter 2, we would all be together; if all desired earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, we would all be together. It is the complications that come in, the prejudices and preferences, that hinder the collective answer and collective response to God. So there is affinity between the “living stone” of verse 4 and the “living stones” of verse 5. The “living stone” of verse 4 is Christ, and the “living stones” in verse 5 are believers such as ourselves, and so we are “being built up a spiritual house”. God’s house is here on earth, indwelt by the Holy Spirit. It is a spiritual house, not a material house, not built of bricks and mortar or stones, but “a spiritual house, a holy priesthood”, that is, persons engaged in God’s service, 

“to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. What a privilege it is to have part in a service like this! We have part in this and we know what this is. Our desire would be to be in it with more reality, with more consciousness, with more simplicity in view of growth. The work of God in the believer has only one objective, only one desire. The work of God is not complicated; it is what we are by nature and by the flesh that hinders the progress of the work of God. 

So in 1 Corinthians, just to touch on these negative references briefly, we have babes in a sense that was not commendable. Paul says, “And I, brethren, have not 

been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ”. That is, they were babes in Christ, they were believers, but they had not made much progress, they had remained in the babe state, although they were of course quite young believers, possibly maybe two years converted. Paul had been among them for eighteen months and had instructed them. I have no doubt he had left them in a good state as the opening verses of the first chapter indicate. He says, “I thank my God always about you, in respect of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus; that in everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word of doctrine, and all knowledge, according as the testimony of the Christ has been confirmed in you ... “, 1 Corinthians 1: 4, 5. That is how they were when Paul left them. I cannot imagine Paul being with them eighteen months and leaving them in a state of confusion; but it is how the enemy operates, that instead of making progress, instead of growth, they were still babes in Christ. What hindered was the flesh, I “have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; for ye are yet carnal”. We need to overcome the flesh and fleshly interests and fleshly desires if we are going to leave this babe state according to this setting. It was a reproach to these believers that they were babes in Christ, all they could take was milk. Now milk, of course, is suited to the babe state. It does not take much of the digestive system to operate to take milk, it is what is easily assimilated, it is what suits the immature babe condition. Paul was ready to give them that, and had given them that, but he would rather have seen them with some growth, so that they would be able to take what he calls meat, which needs to be digested. 

We need to develop a digestive system spiritually. We know what it is to have a digestive system physically, but we need a digestive system spiritually, so that we are able not only to hear, but to consider and 

get the good of what we hear. There is much made in the Old Testament about the food suited to the people of God. It says in Deuteronomy, “Ye are sons of Jehovah your God” 

(Deuteronomy 14: 1), and He tells them what food to eat. One kind of food was the animals that chewed the cud, typical of persons who are able to get the good of what they hear. We need to have this kind of digestive system spiritually operating, so that what comes to us is rightly considered and becomes part of us in the way of formation. Chewing the cud is just that; the truth is so considered that it becomes part of us. It makes for spiritual formation, and that is what these Corinthians lacked; they could take only milk and more milk, but meat was what Paul would have given them. Part of the priests’ food was the jawbone and the maw, according to Deuteronomy 18: 3. These were the parts of the animal that were suitable for the priests’ food. The jawbone would represent that eating, as Paul said, “Think of what I say”, think of what I say, “for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 2: 7. 

The jawbone would involve the eating, and the maw is the stomach, it is the inward working so that formation takes place. That belongs to men, it belongs to the development of this spiritual, shall I say, digestive system, so that we are able to take in what is deeper and what is greater in view of our formation. That is where the Corinthians failed because they were fleshly, they were giving way to the flesh. He says, “whereas there are among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? For when one says, I am of Paul, and another, I of Apollos, are ye not men?” They were actually saying they were following local leaders. All that is fleshly, and belongs to this immature babe state that cannot be commended. So what we need is to go on to growth and development and formation in manhood. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14: 20, “Brethren, be not children in your minds”, and that word is, little children, “but in malice be babes; but in your minds be grown men”. He says at the end of the epistle, “Be vigilant; stand fast in the 

faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong. Let all things ye do be done in love”, 1 Corinthians 16: 13, 14. Paul exhorts in this epistle that manhood might come to light, that there may be growth in this way. 

Now in Hebrews, again the babe state is referred to, and that was because, while they had come so far, they were in danger of turning back. He says about the priesthood of Melchisedec, “Concerning whom we have much to say, and hard to be interpreted in speaking of it, since ye are become dull in hearing”, Hebrews 5: 11. They had apparently not been dull in hearing before, they had listened, they had heard and taken things in, but they had gone back, they had become dull in hearing. That can mark any one of us, instead of going on and making progress, we can stop or go back. “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have again need that one should teach you what are the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. For every one that partakes of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe”. The writer is concerned that they should move from this helpless kind of condition where they have to be continually spoon fed. That does not belong to growth. “For every one that partakes of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe; but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised”. This is a matter of having the senses exercised “for distinguishing both good and evil “. So he says, 

“Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ”; the beginning is all right but we are not to stay at the beginning, we are to go on; he says, “let us go on to what belongs to full growth”. Certain things belong to full growth and the writer exhorts these persons to “go on to what belongs to full growth, not laying again a foundation”. That is, we are meant to have a right foundation, and having a foundation in our souls, going on to be occupied with what belongs to full growth. If we are occupied with what belongs to full growth we will 

come to full growth. That is the full-grown man” having all his senses exercised. 

May we all be encouraged to be occupied with what belongs to full growth; not to continue in childish things, in spiritually childish things. We are to be child-like but not childish. There is a difference between being child-like and childish. Child-like is the babe state according to Matthew 11 and Luke 10 and 1 Peter 2; but childish would be like the babes of 1 Corinthians 3 and Hebrews 5. May we all desire to go on to full growth, to manhood, in view of being established, being firm and definite in testimony here, and for the pleasure and service of God. May the Lord help each one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Warnambool, June 1984 

EXTRACT 

We get the principle of representation at the outset in Scripture. Image comes before likeness. 

God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”, but after sin came into the world, likeness must be seen before representation; hence in Genesis 5 we read, “Adam ... 

begot a son in his likeness, after his image”. After sin comes in we must have likeness first, because likeness is a moral feature. Before that statement is made, we read that men began to call on the name of the Lord; that agrees with what we are speaking of, that in Christ we have the likeness of God absolutely; it was God Himself, but there was likeness in the moral features, and hence the representation. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.446) 
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Scripture references

Luke 10:21-24 (JND) [21] In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes: yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [22] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son is pleased to reveal [him]. [23] And having turned to the disciples privately he said, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see. [24] For I say to you that many prophets and kings have desired to see the things which ye behold, and did not see [them]; and to hear the things which ye hear, and did not hear [them].

1 Peter 2:1-5 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man?

Hebrews 5:12-14 (JND) [12] For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have again need that [one] should teach you what [are] the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, [and] not of solid food. [13] For every one that partakes of milk [is] unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe; [14] but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

Hebrews 6:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God,

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Matthew 8:10 (JND) [10] And when Jesus heard it, he wondered, and said to those who followed, Verily I say unto you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith.

Luke 7:9 (JND) [9] And Jesus hearing this wondered at him, and turning to the crowd following him said, I say to you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith.

Luke 10:20 (JND) [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:33 (JND) [33] And there was set [meat] before him to eat; but he said, I will not eat until I have made known my business. And he said, Speak on.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 Peter 2 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. …

1 Corinthians 1:4-5 (JND) [4] I thank my God always about you, in respect of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus; [5] that in everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word [of doctrine], and all knowledge,

Deuteronomy 14:1 (JND) [1] Ye are sons of Jehovah your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for a dead person.

Deuteronomy 18:3 (JND) [3] And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that sacrifice a sacrifice, whether ox, or sheep: they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the jawbones, and the maw.

2 Timothy 2:7 (JND) [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

1 Corinthians 14:20 (JND) [20] Brethren, be not children in [your] minds, but in malice be babes; but in [your] minds be grown [men].

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (JND) [13] Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong. [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.

Hebrews 5:11 (JND) [11] Concerning whom we have much to say, and hard to be interpreted in speaking [of it], since ye are become dull in hearing.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 Peter 2 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. …

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

Hebrews 5 (JND) [1] For every high priest taken from amongst men is established for men in things relating to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; [2] being able to exercise forbearance towards the ignorant and erring, since he himself also is clothed with infirmity; [3] and, on account of this [infirmity], he ought, even as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. …

Genesis 5 (JND) [1] This is the book of Adam's generations. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him. [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. [3] And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and begot [a son] in his likeness, after his image, and called his name Seth. …
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