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SHARING

D. Robertson 

1 Peter 3: 4–7; Proverbs 22: 17–21 

The main thought that one has on one’s heart at this time, dear brethren, is to say a word about the great matter of sharing. I believe it is an important principle in Christianity that we learn how to share things. It is an important thing in the Christian household that exercises regarding the testimony and the assembly are shared. It is not something that is very common these days in the world. The idea of marriage in the world is a rather independent kind of thing. But it is not that way in God’s mind. It is very fine to think of how God has shared things with us, particularly His Spirit. We were reminded of that during the week in the ministry meeting—God has given to us of His Spirit (see 1 John 4: 13); not only given His Spirit, but given to us of His Spirit. How wonderful that God, in that sense, should share the Holy Spirit with us! 

The Lord Jesus Himself is with us today in a secret and hidden way, but in public and coming glory He will share His glory with the assembly; the assembly is said to be “the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1: 23. She is His complement. We had some impression in prayer about the glory of the matter of Christ and the assembly. It is fine to think of the assembly’s competency to be alongside of Christ, and to share things with Christ, and He so regards the assembly that He will share glory with it. 

Now this great matter comes down to us, dear brethren, to our localities, and to our households, that we might share divine things and draw on them together. I believe that when we share divine things we grow in them together, and that is good. I have felt (and no doubt many of my own age, and older ones who have gone through exercises, have also) that the poorest time in a household is the time when you have missed out in sharing in the matter of prayer. I would like to commend to Paul and Olive that they learn to share everything in prayer. That is a secret, and a real one. You would think that Peter was going to say something very exalted after he speaks of being fellow-heirs of the grace of life, but he says something wonderfully simple—“that your prayers be not hindered”. I think that is something worth bearing in mind, and worth bearing in mind daily in our households, that there is one thing that we cannot afford to give up, and that is praying together, sharing in the matter of prayer. I would like to say that simply to all of us, and our dear young brother and sister, that they begin that way and continue in it, sharing in prayer. I do not know anything more critical in the present time than the need for households to be united in prayer for the testimony. 

So Peter speaks of being “fellow-heirs of the grace of life”; it is something that is needed for life; it is needed every day, the divine supply and resource of grace, and, thank God, it is available, we may say readily available. It is something we can enjoy together, the divine power and the grace that enable us to live here for Christ and for the assembly. It is a great privilege. I would appeal to the hearts of the brethren, for it is not every Christian who has the privilege of living for Christ and the assembly. Some Christians have not the light as to Christ and the assembly, so we are in a privileged position as having through mercy been given it. 

We need therefore to see that daily in our lives we are faithful and true to such a great matter. 

There is a secret side in it too which I want to touch. I believe sharing involves secrets, and there is a wonderful secret here that applies to the women—and indeed to all of us—and that is that we have a “hidden man of the heart”. This book, dear brethren, deals with the government of God and necessarily brings up the matter of subjection to God and subjection to institutions set up by God. There is no blessing without subjection, and I think subject persons always have a secret. It is not the man of the world, the man of ambition, the man of pride, but it is “the hidden man of the heart”; it is Christ. Think of Sarah. What was going to sustain her? What was the light that dawned in her heart at a certain point in her dealings with God? She was given the secret of another man altogether. Isaac was like that; he was like the hidden man of the heart. And Christ is to be in our affections in that way, and we therefore can share with each other in the appreciation of Christ treasured inwardly. 

I read in Proverbs to confirm the matter of the secret and how it is kept. It says, “For it is a pleasant thing to keep them within thee”—to keep them within thee. So many Christians today are adrift. Many are occupied with the problems of the breakdown; households which once were anchored to the testimony are adrift from it; they have missed the mark. Oh that we might have a secret that keeps us right for the testimony, and that that secret might be held in living, inward affection and bound up with our Lord Jesus Christ—and more, to have the precious secret and understanding of the preciousness of the assembly to Christ. 

We are in the days of Philadelphia and Laodicea and the burning question is this—Is there a place in every locality, in every household, for Christ? Is there a heart for Christ? It is not so much, Is there a great big store of knowledge in your mind, but Philadelphia and Laodicea raise the challenge with all of us—Is there a heart for Christ? Is Christ yours? In the tenor of what is said here, are the things of Christ precious to us? 

“For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee—they shall be together fitted on thy lips ... I have made them known to thee this day, even to thee. Have not I written to thee excellent things, in counsels and knowledge ...?” Oh to be more filled with the knowledge of Christ and His preciousness and glory, and to have Christ formed subjectively in us, the hidden Man of the heart, having the knowledge that there is something here on earth that is pleasurable for His heart. 

Well, may there be more heart for Christ, and may our young brother and sister be encouraged to be among those who have a heart for Him, because there is not very much of it about. There is not very much because we are living in a day when the love of the most has grown cold (see Matthew 24: 12). May we not be among the most, dear brethren. May we be among the few who have a heart for Christ, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:4-7 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price. [5] For thus also the holy women who have hoped in God heretofore adorned themselves, being subject to their own husbands; [6] as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose children ye have become, doing good, and not fearing with any kind of consternation. [7] [Ye] husbands likewise, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, as with a weaker, [even] the female, vessel, giving [them] honour, as also fellow-heirs of [the] grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.

Proverbs 22:17-21 (JND) [17] Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thy heart unto my knowledge. [18] For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee: they shall be together fitted on thy lips. [19] That thy confidence may be in Jehovah, I have made [them] known to thee this day, even to thee. [20] Have not I written to thee excellent things, in counsels and knowledge, [21] that I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest carry back words of truth to them that send thee?

1 John 4:13 (JND) [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit.

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Matthew 24:12 (JND) [12] and because lawlessness shall prevail, the love of the most shall grow cold;



THE DAY OF HIS ESPOUSALS

J. Clarke 

Song of Songs 3: 11 

I would like to support and continue the line that our beloved brother has brought before us as 

to affection for Christ. Every true believer should be marked by affection for Christ. This occasion that finds us together is one that has come about as the result of affection. We thank God for it, and we pray for the support and maintenance of those who have been joined together in marriage at this time. It is a day of espousals; it is a day of gladness to them. 

Would not this occasion, beloved brethren, carry our minds and our affections forward to the time when Christ will come into His own? This passage in the Song of Songs relates to the time when the Lord Jesus will take up relations with His earthly people, with His earthly bride. It would also give us to think of the time when the Lord will unite the assembly to Himself, the day of His espousals; just think of that! Christ as Man has claims, and what will meet those claims, what will answer to them fully?—the day when He unites the assembly to Himself. How our hearts rejoice in that, beloved brethren. We shall all, have part in that; everybody here will have part in that, when Christ presents the Assembly to Himself. In the meantime, as we await that time, may our hearts be filled with affection for Him. That will be the spring and stimulus of everything, of every committal in relation to Christ and His interests here. 

The appeal here is to the daughters of Zion—“Go forth, daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon”. Would we not all come under that heading? Could we not all fit into that description as daughters of Zion?—those who have been the subjects of sovereign mercy, and of precious divine thoughts in their fulness and blessedness. We come into them in affection for Christ. It says, “And behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him”. The Lord Jesus will come into His rights; there is no doubt about that; but think of what it will mean to Him as Man; His people will afford a place for Him in their affections; that is what is in mind here, “The crown wherewith his mother crowned him”. Let us all make way for Him, giving Him His rightful place in our affections. What a day it will be for Christ, the day of His espousals and the gladness of His heart! How wonderful it will be, dear brethren; let our affections move forward; let our thoughts travel forward to that time when Christ’s affections will be fully met, and we shall have part in it. 

We are in the light of these things and the Lord would stimulate our affections further on every occasion when we come together, but an occasion like this especially touches our hearts, to see these dear young people, our beloved brother and sister, now about to set out on a united pathway, taking things up in responsibility together. May the Lord have the supreme place with them. May He be crowned; may they give Him the place that is rightly His. 

Beloved, that is what will preserve us, that is what will preserve our dear brethren. 

I commend the word to all our hearts, that Christ may have the supreme place in our affections. May He help us in this, and in more committal to Him, the One who is living, until that moment when He will unite the assembly to Himself, precious thought! Let us understand it, beloved brethren, and beloved brother and sister, and let us increase in affection for Him until He come. May the Lord bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 3:11 (JND) [11] Go forth, daughters of Zion, And behold king Solomon With the crown wherewith his mother crowned him In the day of his espousals, And in the day of the gladness of his heart.



“HIS OWN” AND “HER OWN”

J. Renton 

Ephesians 5: 28–32 

I desire to say a few words about the uniqueness of the marriage bond. There is nothing else like it in relationships. I refer to the latter part of verse 2 in 1 Corinthians 7—“Let each have his own wife, and each woman have her own husband”— his own and her own. A brother may have a house; he may have many possessions; but there is nothing as close as his wife, his own wife. No matter what possessions a sister may have, there is something closer than anything else—her own husband. His own and her own is a closer relationship than father and son, or mother and daughter. The marriage bond is the most intimate of all relationships. 

There is a certain sanctity about the marriage bond; it is a divine institution. We need to keep this level of things before us, not only our young brother and sister who are married today, but all of us. We need to be reminded of the unique intimacy of the marriage bond. Our brother spoke about sharing, sharing thoughts, sharing impressions; that ought to be true with husband and wife; his own wife, her own husband. A man may say he has his own house, but it is not his own in the same sense that his wife is his own. 

It is seen, as this scripture in Ephesians presents it to us, in Christ and the assembly: “So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies”. This scripture is often referred to in an occasion like this, and often stress is laid on subjection on the part of the wife, which is all right in its place, but actually there is more said about the husband than about the wife. There is more said about the husband because the husband is to present initiation in love. This is needed because as husbands we are all selfish. 

We would have to accept that men are basically selfish, hence the need for these injunctions that the husband should love his own wife. “So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies”. What could be closer than husband and wife in this setting, in the sanctity and the intimacy of the marriage bond? This bond has been entered into today by our young brother and sister. The husband needs to have this attitude of showing initiative in love, which will be responded to on the part of his own wife. Initiative in love is to be maintained. 

How beautifully it is set forth, how perfectly, in our Lord Jesus Christ! Has there not been demonstration of initiative in love in Christ which has begotten a response with every one of us? That is to be the divine standard in relation to which our marriages are to work out for the glory and pleasure of God, and for the furtherance of the testimony. 

“So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies; he that loves his own wife loves himself”. We need to let this lay hold of us. “For no one has ever hated his own flesh”—that is true naturally—“but nourishes it and cherishes it”—that is true too, but it goes on, “even as also the Christ the assembly”. The assembly is the counterpart of Christ. We often speak about it, delight to speak about it, delight in the light that through mercy has been vouchsafed to us because of the faithfulness of those who have gone before us; but it needs to be maintained in our marriages and in our households, “for we are members of his body; we are of his flesh, and of his bones”. We speak about the truth of union; this is the truth of union—“he that loves his own wife loves himself”. That is how Christ loves the assembly. 

Assembly persons think as Christ does. These are assembly features, taken on by assembly persons. It would be a poor thing if we have the light of the assembly and do not fill it out in our daily lives down here. This is the divine standard for all of us, not only for our brother and sister who are married today, but all of us are to maintain this divine level. 

Look around in the world today, as our brother has already said, and marriage is regarded as a temporary thing. How awful! What a departure that is! But believers are to fill out the divine institution in the light of the mystery of Christ and the assembly, and, there is to be a testimony in substantiality. What the Lord is looking for is something substantial; not just persons who have certain light, but the substantiality of that light worked out and expressed in our daily lives here. Just as assembly persons think as Christ thinks, and have the mind of Christ, according to 1 Corinthians 2: 16, so husband and wife should think alike. There cannot be any sharing like the sharing of husband and wife. How important this is, but how blessed to have some little part in fulfilling it. May it be so, with each one of us here. And may the Lord bless our brother and sister, in the light of this, and in the daily working out of it, for His glory. 

Words at the marriage of Mr. Paul White and Miss Olive Lamont, Cumnock
1 August 1980 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 5:28-32 (JND) [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

1 Corinthians 7 (JND) [1] But concerning the things of which ye have written [to me]: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman; [2] but on account of fornications, let each have his own wife, and each [woman] have her own husband. [3] Let the husband render her due to the wife, and in like manner the wife to the husband. …

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.



“ WE ARE NOT DRAWERS BACK”

E. C. Muggleton 

Hebrews 4: 13; Psalm 29: 3–11; Hebrews 12: 25 (from “For if”)–29 

I want to speak about the word of God. It is really God Himself, because God speaks. It is not as the idols of the nations, which are the work of men’s hands. It says, “They have a mouth, and they speak not; eyes have they, and they see not; They have ears, and they hear not”, Psalm 115: 5, 6. God has a mouth and He speaks, and I believe He is speaking today. He has eyes and He sees; His eyes “run to and fro through the whole earth”, 2 Chronicles 16: 9. He sees everything and He hears everything, and we have to do with that God. He is a Discerner too of the very thoughts and intents of the heart. God says in the prophet Isaiah, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways” (Isaiah 55: 8). He knows our thoughts, as it says in another passage, “thou understandest my thought afar off”, Psalm 139: 2. He says, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts”. 

So God communicates His word to us. He communicated His mind and His word to Moses, His servant, though Moses said he himself was slow to speak; but God had a mouth in Aaron, who could speak well (Exodus 4: 14). God uses and distinguishes His servants to communicate His mind to us at any time. We cannot limit God as to how He would communicate His mind and His thoughts to us. He is the living God, and we have to do with Him who sees and who hears, and speaks to us. It says “there is 

not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”. He is very gracious, but He speaks with no uncertain sound and we are to listen to what God would say to us at any time. It is living, and penetrating too, as it says here, “penetrating to the division of soul and spirit” and “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. 

Well, what are our thoughts, beloved brethren? God would say, “My thoughts are not your thoughts”. I draw attention to this because I see a tendency to go back and not to go forward. 

It is a very sorrowful thing that God had to say to His people through Jeremiah, “They ... 

went backward and not forward” (Jeremiah 7: 24). God’s great thought was that His people should go forward. He said to Moses, “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward”, Exodus 14: 15. God wants us to go forward and inherit the land of His purpose for us. Think of what He has in His heart for us, things which He “has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. God has His lovers here, and His love “is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”, Romans 5: 5. He knows those that love Him, those that are the fruit of His own sovereign work, and has prepared wonderful, things for us, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. Think of a God like this! 

As I have said, I see, beloved brethren, a tendency with us to go backward and not forward. 

The present time is very searching, and God speaks to us because He wants to have us go forward. He has no pleasure in those who draw back, and He appealed to the people constantly, rising early and sending the prophets—How gracious He is, how patient. They were a rebellious people, yet God 

says, “rising up early and sending”, and I believe God speaks today through His prophets. He has had them since the world began. So God would speak to us by His word, and it says here that it is a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart. Before any thoughts come into expression, He knows the intents of the heart; He knows the way we are thinking. He knows the way we are seeking to go. God would have us to go the right way and the good way, and to come into the enjoyment of the good teaching. That is really Christianity. We have had brethren who have set out good teaching for us. We have been reminded of the teaching connected with the new covenant. God loves to teach us; He loves to instruct His people as to what His mind is, what His thoughts are. It is a wonderful thing, beloved brethren, if we can just get God’s thoughts, and get into the presence of God where we discover that everything is naked and bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. It is a very important matter for every one of us to realize that we have to do with God. We have to do with a God who speaks, a God who sees, and a God who hears, and He has nothing but good for us. If we are disobedient and rebellious, well then we shall not eat the good of the land. That is quite clear. 

Psalm 29 is very searching. You have a reference to the voice of Jehovah—“The voice of Jehovah is upon the waters; the God of glory thundereth—Jehovah upon great waters, The voice of Jehovah is powerful ... full of majesty”. Think of the powerful way that God would speak to His people; it is full of majesty. We should have a holy awe as we think of God, a holy God who cannot in any sense tolerate evil or any going back on His word. We should be obedient and hearken to what He has to say to us. Think of the ministries we have had to encourage us to go forward, and how the 

truth has been opened up to us, and yet there is a tendency with us all at times to go back, and God has no pleasure in us if we are going back; the thing is to go forward. In John 6 it says many of His disciples went back and walked no more with Him. Think of listening to those words of Jesus when He said, “It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing”, John 6: 63. We have to come to it in our individual experience that the flesh, which is in us all, does not profit. We have to come to what does profit—“the Spirit quickens”. We come back to this thought of quickening, and I believe the powerful voice of Jehovah carries with it quickening power. It affects us in our conscience as well as in our heart. What this psalm brings out is the powerful voice of God which speaks to us, and God continues to speak. 

Maybe a sister says, Well it does not matter whether I wear the token or not (1 Corinthians 11: 10). If you talk like that or think like that, you are going back, dear sister. The tendency with all of us is to go back on the truth and the ministry we have had. How sorrowful it is, and God has no pleasure in us in going back. You may say, It is a very small thing, but if we say, Well, it does not really matter if I wear the token or not; it does not really matter if I have my hair cut or not, it is going back on the truth, and the Lord has something to say to us. The tendency with every one—not only sisters, but brothers—is to go back, and God causes His voice to be heard. David says, “thou understandest my thought afar off”, Psalm 139: 2. He knows what you are thinking. This psalm says that the voice of Jehovah “layeth bare the forests”. He “breaketh the cedars of Lebanon”. Think of God’s powerful voice coming to break something down that is in us; maybe pride; how often there is an element of pride in us. 

It says God “sets himself against the proud” (James 4: 6). 

but He “gives grace to the lowly”. I think it is a time, dear brethren, when we should be characterized by the spirit of lowliness in the presence of God, in the presence of His speaking to us. If we have gone back at all, God would speak to us about it, for He has no pleasure in it. Well, these things are current amongst us and God has His own way of speaking to us and adjusting us, that He might preserve us in the right way, that we might get the gain of the good teaching. That is what is in the heart of God. 

So in the end of this psalm we have a beautiful word, “Jehovah will give strength unto his people; Jehovah will bless his people with peace”. What we want is peaceful conditions, but not at the expense of righteousness, not at the expense of neglecting the principles that govern the house of God, that govern the fellowship, the holy fellowship that we can so easily compromise—and how often it may, be we have done it. What a solemn thing it is to have to do with God! He is not going to have compromise; He is going to have a people who go on consistently with the principles of fellowship and the principles of His house. God is a holy God and the fellowship is holy. It is to be guarded, and God would speak to us lest we are going on with something inconsistent, maybe idolatry. Paul had to say to the Corinthians, 

“my beloved, flee from idolatry”, 1 Corinthians 10: 14. 

Sometimes we need to pull ourselves up and realize that God is listening, knows what we are talking about. He sees everything, His eyes are penetrating, like fire. The Lord is seen in Revelation, “his eyes as a flame of fire; and his feet like fine brass” (Revelation 1: 15). Think of the Lord there in His judicial garb. He passes nothing over. He commends all that He can commend. I think that is wonderful today; the Lord is 

commending what He can commend in His beloved people, but then His eyes are as a flame of fire. God is not going on with what is of man after the flesh and what is idolatrous, and, beloved brethren, it is not far away from any one of us. Let us face the word of God. So the Lord would speak to us, but He gives strength to His people. These occasions are to give us strength to go forward. We do not want to go back on any point of the truth. Let us be those who are fully committed to what the Lord has had to say to us. Think of the glory of the recovery; new covenant ministers have presented the truth attractively, and yet they have been faithful in their commission and have spoken to us faithfully in order that we might go on the right way and keep going forward. 

Well, that is the main point of my message. He is a jealous God and He would stir us up in His jealousy. He loves us so much that He would speak to us that we might be preserved. 

“And by a prophet Jehovah brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved”, Hosea 12: 13. Moses was a prophet; God speaks of him as a prophet. God has had His prophets, and He has them today in the assembly. It says, “Let ... prophets speak”, 1 

Corinthians 14: 29. There should be something prophetic coming into our meetings in view of the preservation of things and so I say feelingly, dear brethren, let us not go back. A sister said to me the other day, ‘What do you think of two sisters breaking bread in a meeting and not shaking hands with one another?’ What a serious thing that is. Let us face these issues; let us get to God about them. What are our relations with one another, dear brethren sitting down at the Lord’s supper and not shaking hands? These are solemn things. I think the Lord has an issue at the present time. He is concerned about any going back, any violation of the principle of the fellowship. We are to be 

consistent with the principle of the fellowship. 

Let us challenge ourselves as to whether we are consistent when we are not with the brethren. 

It is easy to be consistent when we are in a company like this but what are we doing when we are away from one another? Are we really consistent all through the week with the death of Christ? The only way we can be preserved in the holy fellowship is by being consistent with the death of Christ. I think it shuts us completely off from the world. The believers in Hebrews were in danger of slipping, and it is easy to slip; let us not slip back, but go forward. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews the apostle is urging the saints to go forward and enter into the enjoyment of their inheritance. Think of the holiness connected with the calling, and with the fellowship. There is only one fellowship and we are to be consistent in that holy fellowship all through the week, otherwise I do not see how we can rightly sit down at the Lord’s supper. 

Well, let us get these matters adjusted, dear brethren. “The voice of Jehovah is powerful”. 

God would speak to us. It is full of majesty. He would penetrate through so that the believer is searched out in His presence. David said, “Search me, O God … and see if there be any grievous way in me”, Psalm 139: 23, 24. Let us lay ourselves open more and more to the holy searching: of God. He would search us lest there is something that is not consistent with the holiness of God and His presence. 

Just a word on the end of Hebrews 12. It is a searching point. It says, “If those did not escape who had refused him who uttered the oracles on earth, much more we who turn away from him who does so from heaven”. Are any of us turning away from His speaking today? He is speaking from heaven. God is constantly speaking to us. Are we going to turn away; are we going to say it is 

too searching for us? What a blessed thing it is to get into the presence of God and have everything out and get everything adjusted, so that we can be together happily in the holy fellowship of God’s Son. Think of the glory of the speaking today from heaven, and it says here, “whose voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised, saying, Yet once will I shake not only the earth, but also the heaven. But this Yet once, signifies the removing of what is shaken, as being made, that what is not shaken may remain”. Well, God shakes things. He lays bare the forests, and He searches us out in our localities, searches us out individually too, so that everything should be adjusted and be consistent with what He is in His holiness and in His majesty. We have to do with divine speaking. Things are going to be shaken, not only on earth but in heaven, that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

Well, the work of God will not and cannot be shaken; that is what is going through, beloved brethren, and nothing else. God will bring out the glory of His work. Glory is the end of God’s work and God is going to bring it out into display—the holy city coming down out of heaven, having the glory of God. Think of what God is going to display in the world to come, but He speaks to us now in view of it, so that we should see that we are related to an order of things that cannot be shaken. It remains, and God’s work will go through. Think of the glory of God’s work in the saints today. That is going through; so let us go forward in relation to what cannot be shaken, it is like new creation; not a trace of the old. It is the glory of God’s work by the Spirit, formation going on in the saints after Christ. So that what God will bring into display will be Christ, but He has it now in testimony. Paul speaks about the “world which is to come, of which we speak”, Hebrews 2: 5. We love to speak about it. 

Mr. Raven was always speaking about the world to come. Think of the glory that is coming in. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2: 14). The glory of God today is in the face of our glorious Saviour. That is where it shines, and it is to shine here in testimony, and it will shine in the coming day of glory in the world to come. 

So I finish on this word at the end of Hebrews 12, “Wherefore let us, receiving a kingdom not to be shaken, have grace, by which let us serve God acceptably with reverence and fear”. We are to fill out our time, beloved brethren, in serving God acceptably, and we cannot serve God acceptably if we are involved in the world and the things of the world, so we need deliverance and God is gracious and He would deliver us from all these idols and things which hold us and which discredit His own work in our souls. God would bring out the glory of His own work. So the apostle gives us a kind of urge spiritually, and we need an urge too. 

We need not only to listen to the voice of God, which is powerful and full of majesty, we need an urge to go forward. My message is that I feel the tendency is to go back and go into the world. If we do that we shall become Laodicean, and what was characteristic of the Laodicean assembly was that they were rich and increased with goods and had need of nothing. Well, the Lord has a word to say to us. He is still knocking. He says, “I stand at the door and am knocking”, Revelation 3: 20. Ministry is to give us an urge to go forward as overcomers, and the Lord gives a wonderful promise to the overcomer in Laodicea. He says, “to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. 

Well, may we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, and be here (it may not be long) to serve God acceptably. I believe the powerful, majestic speaking of God, His voice, is to produce a holy reverence and a fear with us, a holy awe, for we are to serve God acceptably with reverence and fear, knowing that “our God is a consuming fire”. That is our God, a God well known in the love of Jesus; a God who has been revealed to us and whose love has been manifested to us in the death of His beloved Son. May we, beloved brethren, take heed to the voice that is so powerful and so majestic that we may be here serving God acceptably. May the Lord preserve us in going forward and not going back. 

Address in London
20 December 1980




Scripture references

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Psalms 29:3-11 (JND) [3] The voice of Jehovah is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth, Jehovah upon great waters. [4] The voice of Jehovah is powerful; the voice of Jehovah is full of majesty. [5] The voice of Jehovah breaketh cedars; yea, Jehovah breaketh the cedars of Lebanon: [6] And he maketh them to skip like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like a young buffalo. [7] The voice of Jehovah cleaveth out flames of fire. [8] The voice of Jehovah shaketh the wilderness; Jehovah shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. [9] The voice of Jehovah maketh the hinds to calve, and layeth bare the forests; and in his temple doth every one say, Glory! [10] Jehovah sitteth upon the flood; yea, Jehovah sitteth as king for ever. [11] Jehovah will give strength unto his people; Jehovah will bless his people with peace.

Hebrews 12:25 (JND) [25] See that ye refuse not him that speaks. For if those did not escape who had refused him who uttered the oracles on earth, much more we who turn away from him [who does so] from heaven:

Psalms 115:5-6 (JND) [5] They have a mouth, and they speak not; eyes have they, and they see not; [6] They have ears, and they hear not; a nose have they, and they smell not;

2 Chronicles 16:9 (JND) [9] For the eyes of Jehovah run to and fro through the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of those whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly; for from henceforth thou shalt have wars.

Isaiah 55:8 (JND) [8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah.

Psalms 139:2 (JND) [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off;

Exodus 4:14 (JND) [14] Then the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also behold, he goeth out to meet thee; and when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart.

Jeremiah 7:24 (JND) [24] But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels, in the stubbornness of their evil heart, and went backward and not forward.

Exodus 14:15 (JND) [15] And Jehovah said to Moses, Why dost thou cry unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Psalms 29 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Give unto Jehovah, ye sons of the mighty ones, give unto Jehovah glory and strength; [2] Give unto Jehovah the glory of his name; worship Jehovah in holy splendour. [3] The voice of Jehovah is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth, Jehovah upon great waters. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:63 (JND) [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

1 Corinthians 11:10 (JND) [10] Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels.

Psalms 139:2 (JND) [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off;

James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

1 Corinthians 10:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

Revelation 1:15 (JND) [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters;

Hosea 12:13 (JND) [13] And by a prophet Jehovah brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.

Psalms 139:23-24 (JND) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 2:5 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak;

Habakkuk 2:14 (JND) [14] For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.



HE HAS NEED OF YOU





J. Taylor 

Each evangelist has a definite end in view in his narrative. Mark intends to secure the believer wholly; he seeks the man, so at the end he records that at the empty tomb of Jesus there was a young man, and he was clothed in white (see Mark 16: 5). Luke indicates that we are to have a place in heaven, and Matthew that we are to have a part in the assembly here—a very great matter; but Mark would have us in entirety in spiritual energy and freshness in our faculties. Taking all the evangelists together, the Lord has very great things, and a variety of them, for us, but He would say to each that He has need of you. 

I recollect hearing of an incident which occurred in the war period. Man was doing his worst, but God is always doing His best. In the gift of His Son He did His best. He spared not His own Son. And so during that awful period the work of God went on, and there were thousands of conversions, and the work goes on still. 

A bishop was the instrument whom God used for the conversion of a young woman in London. She was converted to God, but not secure in the sense in which the young man at the end of this gospel suggests and which God would have. She entered into the Red Cross service, and then got away from the Lord. In her service evidently she was not robed with white like the young man at the end of this gospel. The Lord speaks of certain walking with Him in white, referring to our holiness, our moral cleanliness here. There can be no doubt she had not been instructed as to the white robe; for she placed herself where it could easily be defiled with the filth of this world, and as a consequence she got away from the Lord. 

She came back to London and the bishop was preaching again, and when he finished preaching he walked down the aisle and the young woman stepped out and spoke to him, and said, ‘You will be sorry to hear that I have discovered that I can get along without Christ’. 

Satan had got the better of her, it was all out, she was deceived, like many others, in the thought that she could get along without Christ. To be independent of Him here means that I have to exist without Him by and by; terrible thought to be without Christ in eternity, in that awful place that is spoken of as prepared for the devil and his angels! 

‘Well’, the bishop said, ‘I do regret it very much, but I can tell you that He cannot get along without you’, and this so touched the wanderer that she broke down and was restored on the spot. The bishop told this story in Paris, where he was also preaching, and a person who was in the audience told me. The Lord has need of each of His elect; He died in order to have you, and He will have you. He may have to overthrow kingdoms to get you, but He will get you, and He wants you wholly; He wants the entire person. 

A young man with a white robe is available for service; he is in all his faculties, spirit, soul and body in his prime, ready for the Lord, for the testimony here; that is Mark. 

From a preaching in 1930, see N.S. Vol.90, p.263 

 


Scripture references

Mark 16:5 (JND) [5] And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right, clothed in a white robe, and they were amazed and alarmed;



MUSINGS

“It is Glory to Her”  One thing that quickly impresses the visitor to India is the way Hindu women care for and cherish their long black hair—and the grace and dignity their hair imparts to them. This is what Paul says in l Corinthians 11: 14, 15—that even nature itself teaches us that if a woman have long hair “it is glory to her”. It is remarkable to find nature’s teaching followed in a pagan country while in Christendom the cutting of women’s hair is general, even, alas, with many who genuinely love the Lord. And this is in the face of a direct word from the Lord through Paul that it is shameful for a woman to have her hair cut off or shaved (1 Corinthians 11: 6). The original word translated “cut off” includes the meaning ‘to clip, or cut short’. 

I wonder by what process of thought true lovers of Christ find it consistent with that scripture to cut their hair, often making themselves indistinguishable from women in the world. 

That chapter in Corinthians deals with the ordering of God in which Christ is the Head of every man, and the woman’s head is the man. Flowing from that Paul says that the woman should have on her head a token of the authority under which she stands (see v.10 and footnote in N.T.), and that she is also to have long hair. In a world where this divine order is set aside and often regarded as out-dated, the believing woman has the privilege and dignity of maintaining in the physical matter of long hair a witness to her affectionate committal to what is pleasing to her Lord. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11:6 (JND) [6] For if a woman be not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But if [it be] shameful to a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered.



EXTRACTS

If anyone hangs upon me as having received help, if a person gets attached to me because I have done something for him, I must have conducted the thing in a manner which is irregular. 

I have not done the service as a true shepherd. The effect should be, whilst I admit there will be affection and respect for any vessel used, the attachment is not to you, but to Christ. You want them to hang on Christ. They hear His voice. The voice means that the Person is there in presence. 

A. M. Hayward (‘The Laws of the Kingdom’, p.48) 

If we put on anything that is not necessary for dress, it is adornment (see 1 Peter 3). It is calling attention to oneself instead of to Christ 

A. M. Hayward (‘The Laws of the Kingdom’, p.13) 

“Her price is far above rubies”. There is nothing to compare with her, and that, I think, helps us to see that in a little meeting, however small it is, in the Lord’s eye where saints are working together in the things He has provided, there is some little suggestion of this woman of worth. He is looking for this. In the addresses to the assemblies He finds something like it in Philadelphia. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 23, p.134) 

It was never in His mind to make a big display in the time of testimony. Outward smallness in great moral quality and consequent power in service and testimony has ever been in His mind. But the heavenly city is large and withal perfect in every way. These two thoughts—smallness and reproach now and largeness and glory in future—are intended to govern us while here below. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 69, p.293) 

Nothing appears to me more pitiful than this unbelief, which pretends that there is nothing in the moral and intellectual sphere beyond the thoughts of man, and which denies man’s capacity to receive light from a more exalted mind—the only thing that raises man above himself, while at the same time rendering him morally excellent, by making him humble through the sense of superiority in another. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ on Joshua 1) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3 (JND) [1] Likewise, wives, [be] subject to your own husbands, that, even if any are disobedient to the word, they may be gained without [the] word by the conversation of the wives, [2] having witnessed your pure conversation [carried out] in fear; [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; …

Joshua 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' attendant, saying, [2] Moses my servant is dead; and now, rise up, go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, into the land which I give unto them, to the children of Israel. [3] Every place whereon the sole of your foot shall tread have I given to you, as I said unto Moses. …
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