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PRESENTING YOUR BODIES

Romans 12:1;  5:10,11;  8:38,39;  11:32-36;  12:1

The epistle to the Romans is the great exposition of the glad tidings in the Scriptures.  The apostle Paul is writing to these Roman believers, and he goes over, and goes over again, what is the foundation of our faith.  These matters are important and we can be thankful that week after week we hear the gospel.  Many here, if not all, have long ago trusted in the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  But the gospel comes out again, addressed to believers as it is here in this epistle to those in Rome.  Not that I am assuming that as to anyone here: your responsibility is to answer to the gospel, but the word goes out and it goes out to believers and unbelievers alike.  It sets out the foundations of what God has in mind.

I began with this reference in chapter 12, which is not exactly a gospel text, but I would suggest to you that it is something that is an objective in the gospel.  As the fulness and the blessing of the gospel reaches your soul, you would come to a distinct point in your life, a point that you will remember, when you commit yourself to the Lord Jesus in this way and you present your body “a living sacrifice”.  If you have not done that, this is the time to do it.  I would trust that, as we consider the gospel and all that is in it, it would have that effect in your soul, so that there will be a definite decision in your life, something that you can point to in your life, when not only did you trust the Saviour but you committed your body, you committed your whole life to Him.  I am among many in this company here who can look back at a time when they did that, but then can look back at what has happened since and say, ‘Well, there have been many failures and many wobbles since then’.  That does not take away from it.  The point came, or maybe the point is still to come in your life, when you say, ‘This is my decision for Christ’, not only to know Him as Saviour but that there should be a full commitment to Him, presenting your body a living sacrifice.  It is no longer your own to deal with and use as you please: it is His.  

The gospel of Romans begins with the apostle setting out an introduction in the first seventeen verses of chapter 1.  There is one phrase that he repeats there, which is his view of the glory of the “glad tidings”.  He speaks of it as “God’s glad tidings” (Rom.1:1), and says, “I am not ashamed of the glad tidings” (v.16).  Paul speaks about how he desires to see these saints in Rome that he had never seen before (v.11) and says that he was “ready to announce the glad tidings to you” (v.15).  How wonderful that God has that in mind, and He had a great servant in the apostle to set out what the glad tidings are: how precious they are.  Paul could say that “as far as depends on me, am I ready to announce the glad tidings” (v.15).  He took that responsibility on himself.  Perhaps you may consider that in your life at some time.  I remember a brother speaking about that, “as far as depends on me”; there is a responsibility to be taken up.  So the gospel is presented in this epistle with three lines or streams of thought, which culminate in the three verses which I have read.  

The initial stream of thought is heading towards what we read in chapter 5 verse 11; persons are reconciled and are living in the power of Christ’s life.  That is the life of an ascended Man.  They have also received a reconciliation through Jesus Christ.  Where there was distance between them and God, God has removed that and they are now in liberty before Him.  But to reach that, you have to go through Paul’s line of teaching which he presents to convict you.  At the end of chapter 1 and in chapter 2, he sets out three kinds of person.  You may have to look at yourself and find which category you are in.  The first category is of persons who have totally given themselves up to sin, away from God, a fact that is shown in that they have no interest in God and are totally self-willed.  And you would say, ‘Well, at least I am not in that category’.  You might think the next category is one that is better; that is, of people who have right moral ideas and thoughts and have a right judgment of matters.  You might think you are like that, that you have got right moral principles, right moral ideas and although you maybe fall from them, you know it and you can judge what is right.  The third category initially refers to the Jews.  They had a great advantage because they had the law, they had God’s speaking.  You might be a bit like that because you have the Scriptures, and you have the teaching, and having these things you might rest upon them.  The challenge to each one of us is to consider what category you see yourself in.  You might say ‘Oh, I am not one of these who are worldlings; I have moral standards’.  Or you might say, ‘I have the Holy Scriptures’.  But the conclusion which Paul has to reach, and the conclusion you have to reach, is that when he looks at every category of man he finds that “there is no difference; for all have sinned”, Rom.3:22.  The gospel comes in because that great fact has to be presented, that all have sinned.  You need a Saviour.

In chapter 3, Paul goes through a rather horrible list of the iniquities of mankind, and very notably, a lot of them refer to what men say.  He speaks about men, “with their tongues they have used deceit; asps’ poison is under their lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”, Rom.3:13,14.  See how man is affected, and affected especially in his speech.  That is a very interesting thing.  Our speech is something that would test each one of us.  Of course our speech unveils what is in the heart; and that would be something that would test us all.  

Well, the preaching is not the glad tidings if it only goes that far.  It has to go forward, and assuredly and blessedly it does, because it goes on in chapter 3 to speak about the One that God has presented as an object of faith, and it speaks also of the righteousness of God.  So, in contrast to you and to me, put out of court as not having any righteousness at all and being seen and convicted as sinners, God has an answer.  His answer is in ‘The perfect righteousness of God’; we were able to sing about the righteousness of God (Hymn 357).  It is a wonderful fact that the gospel means that you can sing about the righteousness of God.  If it was not for the way in which God has operated in that righteousness, all you would feel is condemnation.  All I could say is that I am a condemned person, that God is righteous and I am a sinner.  But how thankful we are that God’s righteousness has been satisfied, and where has it been satisfied?  It has been satisfied in the Lord Jesus Christ: “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat”, Rom.3:24,25.  In the old dispensation, the mercy-seat was there upon the ark, and the blood was upon the mercy-seat.  The cherubim over the ark would represent the rights of God, the righteousness of God in His glory.  They looked down upon the mercy-seat and the mercy-seat had the blood upon it, the blood of the sin-offering which was offered to deal with the whole matter of sin (Lev.16:14,15).  So the first thing we have to say about the righteousness of God is that it is satisfied in the work of Jesus in its completeness, and that satisfaction is seen in the fact that His blood has been shed.  Everything is settled for God, and He is glorified, whether anyone takes up the offer of the gospel or not.  God is glorified in respect of sin by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

How blessed that is.  We are not speaking of doctrines, we are speaking about a blessed Person, and there He is in His glory now at God’s right hand.  Once He was on the cross accomplishing all for God’s glory, but how blessed that now we have Him before us as the One in whom this redemption is and “whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”, Rom.3:25.  How wonderful it is that there is, for you and for me, the opportunity to be in accord with the righteousness of God.  We could sing,

‘The perfect righteousness of God 

   Is witnessed in the Saviour’s blood;’ 

but we could also sing:-

‘The sinner who believes is free, 

   Can say, The Saviour died for me;

Can point to the atoning blood’,  (Hymn 357).

God values the blood.  The believer values the blood of Jesus, as it is an object of faith.  How wonderful that we have such a result, such a glorious position.

So the writer of the epistle moves on as we come to chapter 4.  There is not only God’s righteousness there, but there is a person who is righteous in the sight of God, according to what could be called “the righteousness of faith” (v.11).  How wonderful that God has the righteousness of faith in persons.  The example of it is Abraham, one who received God’s word, a very unlikely word, a naturally impossible word.  It was something that must have tested him to the core, and that is what God would do.  In reality, Abraham believed God.  So God speaks to you in the gospel, and you are tested: do you believe God?  Have you accepted His word?  How wonderful it is if you have, and then He would look upon you according to the righteousness of faith.  

Paul goes on therefore to speak of a full range of blessings that come upon the person who is in the line of the righteousness of faith.  He finishes chapter 4 with the fact that we are justified, then goes on to chapter 5 verse 1, “Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith”.  It is a wonderful thing that the believer knows not only forgiveness of sins, for example as referred to earlier in chapter 4, “blessed the man to whom the Lord shall not at all reckon sin” (Rom.4:8), but he is justified.  He is not simply forgiven, but set up before God so that God looks upon him in the righteousness, and according to the righteousness, of the Lord Jesus.  That is a wonderful matter.  God is not looking upon you and saying, ‘I will let you off your sins’, and He is not looking at you and saying, ‘Well, if you do better in the future, everything will be all right’.  He is looking at a believer as perfectly in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus who is at His right hand, having accomplished everything for God, and that accomplishment being celebrated by God in the Man at His right hand.  Do you know what it is to be justified?  What I like about chapter 5 is that Paul speaks about the fact that we are justified, then he goes on to say, “And not only that, but we also boast in tribulations” (v.3) and he goes on again, and adds another blessing, and adds another blessing, until he comes to “And not only that, but we are making our boast” (v.11).  The gospel comes out in this full range of blessings towards you which flow out of the heart of God.  You are given a hope, you are given the Holy Spirit in your heart; you are given an answer in yourself through the Holy Spirit to the fact that there is a Man at the right hand of God.  It is normal for the believer to receive the Holy Spirit, although perhaps not to realise it has happened at the time.  If you are a believer, and you are not sure if you have the Holy Spirit, you can ask the Father, but it would be normal to have the Holy Spirit.  It may be more of a question of whether you give Him space and room in your life.  And what would He do?  He would shed the love of God abroad in your heart (Rom.5:5).

Then God would present to you the glory of His love.  We had that brought before us at the Supper this morning.  There is a Man who has showed out divine love.  What is the measure of divine love?  You see the measure of divine love when you look at that loaf and that cup before you; divine love has been displayed in that Man, and in His giving.  The scripture says, “perhaps for the good man some one might also dare to die”, Rom.5:7.  People speak about ‘the supreme sacrifice’, but then the most precious life that has ever been in this scene, the life of the most precious Person that has ever been on this earth, was given up.  The most precious life that there could possibly have been was given up, and that is the measure and the demonstration to you of the fulness and the grandeur of the love of God that is towards you.  That would set you up in a full liberty before Him.

So Paul goes on from there to where we read, “we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son”. One of the effects of sin was to put you at a distance from God.  How terrible that there should be a distance between man and God.  That was not in God’s heart or mind.  But now He has in mind that the distance should be entirely removed, and He has done all the work that is necessary that the distance should be removed.  And if the distance has been removed, that means that you as a believer are brought near to Him.  It is not a matter of Him coming half way.  It is not a matter of something being bridged.  As has often been said, God has not bridged the distance – He has removed the distance and brought you into His presence.  How blessed it is; that is your position, that is your portion as a believer in the Lord Jesus.  “For if, being enemies,” – which was our previous position – “we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in the power of his life”.  That is, you are saved in the power of the life of a Man who is at the right hand of God in glory.  You are saved from destruction, you are saved from judgment, you are saved from what there is that would have brought you to hell, because it would have brought you to hell.  As you have trusted the Saviour, you are not only saved from that but you are saved to Him, you are saved to live a life in His power and according to the guidance and grace that He gives.  “And not only that” – you see how God pours on the blessing – “but we are making our boast in God”.  In chapter 3, you come short of the glory of God, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (v.23), but then in chapter 5 you are found boasting “in hope of the glory of God” (v.2).  What a difference, what a change there can be in your life, as you are no longer coming short, but you are boasting in hope of the glory of God.  So you are making your boast in God, you are glorying in God, through whom you have now received the reconciliation by which you are brought in nearness and blessedness to Him.  

I would suggest to you that what we have gone through is one great stream of teaching that should have an effect upon your heart.  The normal effect upon your heart is that you would say, ‘I see what He has done for me, I see the fulness and the blessedness.  I have trusted in Him and in all that He is, and in deciding for Him, I am going to present my body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is my intelligent service’. 

Now, I would like to go over more briefly the two other lines of teaching that there are in this epistle, which seem to me to head up in the same result.  Because not only has God had to deal with the fact that you are a sinner because you have sinned, He also has to deal with your sinful nature, and that is an important feature in the gospel.  Your sins are forgiven, which is fine, but what about your sinful nature?  That is not forgiven, it is condemned.  You gained that sinful nature because you are a child of Adam; you belong to the family and race of Adam.  The second half of Romans 5 brings to you the fact that there is now a new order.  It is not only that Christ is there Himself but there is what is established in Him as a new order, and that you can see yourself no longer belonging to the race of Adam, but that you belong to what is new in an ascended Man.  You come into it through what He has accomplished.  “For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man” – that is Adam – “the many” – you and me – “have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous”, Rom.5:19.  So that there is this company, the many.  Do you belong to that company?  If you have trusted the Saviour, you do.  But you have to come into the experience of it; you have to come into the knowledge that you do not belong any longer to Adam’s family; you belong to a family of which Christ is the great Head.  

But chapter 6 brings in another problem, and that is that sin has had dominion over you.  Why did you sin?  Well, sin had dominion over you as a sinner.  Sin had command over you.  The world exercised these rights over you; you were brought up in Adam’s race, and you are like one of the children of Israel in Egypt, where you had a dominant power over you.  Sin is the dominant power over men in the world, and that is why they sin.  Yes, they sin because of the actions they take, but they also sin because they are under the dominant power of sin, and what is the answer to that?  The answer to everything is in Christ, and the work of Christ, so that Paul can say to you, “For if we are become identified with him in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man” – that old sinful nature – “has been crucified with him”, Rom.6:5,6.  So that you can look to the cross and say, ‘That was finished there’, and what always dominated is no longer going to dominate because it is finished; “that we should no longer serve sin”, Rom.6:6.  You need no longer be subject to it, you have no more need to pay allegiance to sin, that dominant power.  So that the children of Israel were not only saved from the judgment, that is by the blood of the lamb on the lintel and the doorpost, but they were also saved from Egypt.  They were taken out across the Red Sea, and set up so that they could sing on the far side of the Red Sea, away from Egypt.  Egypt had no more demand, no more control over them.  Believers can see themselves set up in that way, because they have died with Christ and their life is new.  They can live and they can walk in newness of life.  

But then, you will remember that when the children of Israel found themselves on the other side of the Red Sea, just about the first thing they did was to murmur, to grumble, and that is what you find.  You do not have sin as a master, as a dominant power, but you find you have sin, that power, still in you.  You need to discover that as part of your spiritual experience, that sin is there, and that is Romans chapter 7.  It is not sin as a master but sin, as has been said before, as a tenant.  You discover what that is in you, and you find that the activity of sin in you means that you commit sin.  You have every best intention to follow, to go on and to do what is right according to God.  You have been there, have you?  You want to do everything perfectly according to God’s will, and you discover that there is something in you that causes you to sin still.  You have a struggle there, a very important struggle, and what is the answer?  What is always the answer?  The answer, of course, is seen when the believer comes to the end of Romans 7, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v.25).  But the answer also is to discover that there is a work of God in you.  Have you discovered that there is a work of God in you?  Why is there that struggle?  Why is it that you want to do right in the first place?  It is because of the work of God there in you.  If the power of sin is there, there is what is true in you and what is real, so that the man in Romans 7 verse 22 says, “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man”.  There is another power that stops you, but how wonderful it is to identify that there is what is in you that is the work of God, and that work of God is entirely right, entirely according to God.  You discover and learn what we said as to that sinful nature being a tenant, that really it is a squatter; it does not belong in you.  The reality of it is that you are “I myself”: the real person is what the work of God is, and that will go through, never to be overthrown.  God will have that before Him eternally; how wonderful that is.

But then, you have to work things out in practice, and the practice of it is that, through the blessedness of God, you have the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit’s power is there, so that you look forward to chapter 8, and it brings in two things.  Firstly the work of Christ again; you have to remember that nothing will be secured without the work of Christ.  Paul says, “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh” (v.3).  So that the sin which is in you is condemned and condemned utterly, and therefore, because it has been condemned at the cross of Christ, you can go forward, walking in newness of life.  That is because you are walking in the Spirit; the Holy Spirit is there to help you.  So you have Christ as Deliverer and you have the Spirit as power so that you can walk another way; “in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit” (v.4).  How wonderful that you have the full range of divine resource for you in the fact that you have the Deliverer, and you know Him where He is as an ascended Man, and you have the power of the Spirit to help you to move forward and to do what is for the pleasure of God. 

All this brings you into these last verses of Romans chapter 8, where there are experiences that you get through in that chapter especially, and they culminate in the knowledge of your place, your settled place in the affection of God which cannot be disturbed, where nothing can separate us from the love of God.  “For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.  That is a fine objective and end that He has in view.  How wonderful it is that He would now have you with the power of sin as master and the influence of sin within you broken, and the Spirit operating there.  He brings you into this area where you are settled in the affection of God, and proving that the love of God is toward you.  Everything is to be enjoyed in fulness and blessedness.  And of course, as you have reached that point, yet again the question for you is, What is there for me to do?  What else could there be for you to do, but to “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”?  So that the end of these two great streams of ministry that the apostle brings before you, in relation to sins and in relation to sin, come to a place that would lead you to present your body a living sacrifice.  

The chapters from 9 to 11 are very interesting, because they work out and look at the sovereignty of God, God’s sovereign operations.  They look at the question of Jew and Gentile, and how God has operated in His own sovereign way and His own sovereign wisdom and has come to an end in view.  That end in view is that everyone is shut up to the one place where it shows that mercy is needed: “For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all”.  The Jews claimed a special place, the Gentiles could claim nothing, but whatever we are, everyone needs mercy.  Paul speaks earlier in the chapter of God’s compassions.  How wonderful to think that God has acted in His mercy, in His compassions.  Everything has been the emanation of His own heart towards you in blessing, and that of course brings out from the apostle these outbursts of praise to God, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!”.  That would cover everything that we have been saying tonight.  We could not have thought it up; we could not have devised it.  It is all from His own heart and all of His own thought, that there should be what is secured in you and me, which is for His glory and for His pleasure.  Then the apostle breaks out in the final verse, “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things: to him be glory for ever.  Amen”.  Again that would lead you forward.  You look at the sovereign operations of God, you look at everything as shut up to God for mercy, and you see that this leads you to this conclusion: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God” – these compassions that Paul has mentioned, particularly in these three chapters – “to present your bodies …”.  So I would urge it, I would lay it upon you; you must come to a point, and let it be now, a day that you can remember, a day that you can recall, when you said, ‘My body is not my own any more’.  It is not in any case, since it is bought with a price (1 Cor.6:19,20).  That is a fact as presented in 1 Corinthians, but the apostle is presenting it here in a different way.  He is regarding it as something that you can offer to God, that you can make available to Him.  As reached by the gospel, you can present your body a living sacrifice.  

Chapter 12 opens matters up, showing how it would work out practically.  The following chapters bring in matters of government, and how you deal with your brethren.  All these things are dealt with by persons who have presented their bodies a living sacrifice.  So you come to the end in view that God has in mind.  The end in view, in one sense in this epistle, is not chapter 12, which is on the way, but the end of all these practical streams of ministry that have flowed forward from presenting your body is in chapter 15.  “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (v.13).  That would set you up with a hope, something that is before you.  The gospel would have that in mind as a completion.  Then Paul goes on, after some practical matters that he brings in to conclude the epistle, till he reaches the final conclusion in chapter 16.  There he begins to bring before you “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, as to which silence has been kept in the times of the ages” (v.25).  If you are to know and enjoy what Paul has in mind in the mystery, you have to look in his other epistles, but you must do it as persons who have presented their bodies a living sacrifice.  

I would simply commend that to you.  You look at Jesus, the One who has dealt with your sins.  Is He not worthy for you to present your body a living sacrifice?  The One who has dealt with sin, and provided the answer to that sinful condition of yours, is He not worthy that you should present your body a living sacrifice?  The One who has set everything up in His sovereign mercy and sovereign compassions so that they reached toward you, is He not worthy that you should present your body a living sacrifice, and as doing so, enter into this further stream of praise and blessing that is going to be for Him?  I would commend this to you, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Edinburgh

10 January 2016

D.C. Brown
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Romans 8:38-39 (JND) [38] For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 11:32-36 (JND) [32] For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all. [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways! [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor? [35] or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him? [36] For of him, and through him, and for him [are] all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen.
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Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:22 (JND) [22] For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man:

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.



BEARING FRUIT TO GOD

John 15:1-9;  Galatians 5:22-26

I have in mind to say something about bearing fruit, or fruitfulness.  In many ways the subject is associated with faithfulness which we spoke of earlier, because if there is unfaithfulness, there will not be fruitfulness.  God has a great interest in fruitfulness.  That is evident right from the very beginning in creation.  I was looking at some of the references to the early days in creation, and noting that on the third day God said in Genesis 1, “Let the earth cause grass to spring up, herb producing seed, fruit-trees yielding fruit after their kind” (v.11).  What an interest God has in fruit; “fruit trees yielding fruit”.  Then you will notice the words which follow this, “after their kind”.  God is looking for an answer in quality, in view of His own delight.  We are in days when men have indulged in bringing in all kinds of admixture into a variety of things, and would seek to bring in admixture and confusion even into vegetation and the fruit bearing of trees.  That might seem a minor thing in our consideration, and yet it shows how there has been departure from the divine thought that fruit trees should bear fruit after their kind.  We have another reference to fruit on the fifth day.  God said, concerning all the swarms of living souls that had been brought in and the fowl flying above the earth and the creatures in the sea, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply on the earth”, Gen.1:22.  Finally when we come to man being brought into the scene on the sixth day, “God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply”, Gen 1:28.  

All these passages would show that God has a great interest in yield for Himself, especially from the souls of men.  What delight God has in bringing man into the scene, according to the purpose of His love, so that there should be an eternal answer, in joy for His own heart, from those secured through the work of Christ, patterned after Christ and formed in love by the service of the Holy Spirit.  I cannot see how there can be any fruit bearing apart from formation in love.  I think fruit is a direct answer to formation in love, and God is looking for that.  We were thinking in our hymn of the need of an increase in fruit bearing, but running parallel to that, there is a need for an increase in formation in love, for us to be formed in our hearts after Christ, according to all that is pleasing to God.  We would learn from the illustration of Israel that God is looking for what is choice, and suited to His own delight.  He did not plant an ordinary vine in regard of Israel; Scripture indicates that God planted “the choicest vine”, Isa.5:2.  He planted something that was choice and special, in view of having peculiar delight from His people Israel.  Sadly, they were marked by unfaithfulness and, as a consequence, the choice fruit that God was looking for was not yielded.  God felt that keenly.  There was not the slightest reflection on God’s own activities in that regard, because He had cultivated that choicest vine, done everything to protect it, done everything to promote fruit, yet such terrible departure came in in Israel.  

These are searching words in regard of ourselves, beloved brethren.  We were thinking in the reading of the public failure that has characterised the church as well as Israel.  What God was looking for in the way of a choice answer is not much in evidence at the present time, though I must make it perfectly clear that God will not fail in the purpose of His love, to secure the assembly as a great vessel for His eternal delight and praise.  God cannot be defeated.  Do you despair about conditions at the present time amongst the people of God?  Have confidence in God.  God indicated to Isaiah the prophet that He could not be hindered in any thought of His, “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure”, Isa.46:10.  Let us lift up our hearts and find encouragement in looking to the Lord and in trusting Him in these days of testing. The divine interests which God has amongst His people will go through into ultimate glory.  But that involves exercise at the present time.  We read in John 15 of the Lord speaking of Himself as the “true vine” and there is a serious consequence for those that bear no fruit; “every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away”.  I suppose that relates to what is mere profession, no true work there at all, nothing that has the capability of bearing fruit.  It will be cut off and taken away.  The ultimate end of that will really be apostasy, but God has an interest in what has the capacity to bear fruit.  Of the branch that grows through attachment to the true vine, it says “every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit”.  That reference to “more fruit” indicates what pleasure God has in this great thought of increase for Himself.  

Perhaps you feel that you are being tested personally, as well as finding times of difficulty amongst God’s people.  God’s hand is in these things.  They are never out of divine control.  That might seem a sweeping statement to make, but I believe it to be entirely true, that things are never out of divine control.  All is secure and safe as committed to the hands of the Lord Jesus.  Nothing can ever go out of control that is committed into His hands, and the Father has placed everything there.  Everything will ultimately be headed up in the Christ (Eph.1:10), in view of God’s eternal glory.  But meantime we pass through times of exercise.  Some of us prove that personally, in circumstances that may enter into our lives and into our family circumstances, and perhaps into business affairs.  We are tested often, and God operates in His own way, with His own fatherly interest and love and perhaps in the bringing in of discipline to promote more fruit.  That is a particular point here, the securing of more fruit.  We have other passages of Scripture which would make reference to discipline coming in to remove evil and to purge out what is unsuited.  That is not quite the point in this passage here, but rather to bring about an increase in yield for God.  May our hearts be amenable to that.  There is a result secured in the affections of those who are exercised in relation to divine discipline. May we not be resistant to it. 

I suppose the natural tendency is that we resent the things that bring about a little bit of disturbance and difficulty in the course of our pathway, but we have to do with a Father who loves us.  Oh, the blessedness of the Father’s love, the Father who did not spare His Son; “how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Rom.8:32.  God is set for our blessing.  It is a very precious thing to know that God is for us (Rom.8:31).  That is part of the teaching of Romans, part of the understanding of the glad tidings, that we are brought to learn that God is for us, and if He is for us, who can be against us?  How blessed to think of God being for us in view of blessing.  It may be that His hand in discipline is coming in, and we speak sympathetically about that, because some have to pass through very severe tests, but the Father’s hand is behind it in love, in order that there should be more fruit.  

In the section we have read, there are some other points of special interest to note.  The Lord says “Abide in me and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither can ye unless ye abide in me”.  How telling these words are.  I often think of that hymn and of the appeal which comes into it, that we might be kept: 

‘By and in Thy love’.      (Hymn 127)

I reflect upon that a good deal.  We are kept by the love of the Lord Jesus, and thus increasingly brought into the enjoyment of His love.  Those were very wise words of that hymn writer; ‘By and in Thy love’.  It is very true that the Father has a great interest in us, and He loves us.  It may be that He brings in His own discipline in order that there should be a greater yield from our hearts, but there is a requirement that we should keep ourselves in the love of God.  That would be to keep ourselves in the area where divine love can be enjoyed.  These are searching things that enter into our personal links with divine Persons.  We were speaking of Moses in the reading as one who was so near to God.  What a beautiful word that God could say concerning His faithful servant, “Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly”, Num.12:8.

How much time do we spend in intimacy, in prayer, with divine Persons?  Do we take time?  Time is a very precious commodity.  The enemy has produced such a multitude of things to take up the time and attention of men, sometimes in a careless way but often in a very evil way, so that the opportunity for men to be thinking of God, engaged with the things of God and speaking to God should be, as far as the enemy is concerned, in every way eroded.  Let us make time and take time to be sustained in communion with divine Persons.  Unless we abide in the vine there can be no fruit.  Keep near to the Lord Jesus.  That is an opportunity which we all have.  You may say that things are very testing in circumstances in your family, or in the locality where you are.  I just say, with a measure of care, that that does not deprive you of committing yourself with personal affection and interest to the Lord Jesus.  Make sure you keep near to the Lord Jesus.  There was a very testing day in Israel’s history when things were extremely difficult and Moses pitched the tent outside the camp (Exod.33:7).  Conditions were so bad that he felt something had to be established in suitability for God outside the camp.  There was a young man who took his opportunity that day to commit himself with a commitment that he never departed from.  It was the very day that Joshua is said to have gone out to that point outside the camp that Moses established, and Joshua “departed not”, Exod.33:11.  That is a very beautiful reference.  I enjoy reading about that.  Joshua might have said, ‘These are extremely discouraging and difficult days.  I do not know where I am going’.  But he did quite the reverse.  He went to the place where it was manifestly evident that God had a peculiar interest and where His glory was to be seen, and he committed himself with a commitment that continued throughout the whole of his course.  

May I encourage our younger brethren to stand firm in times of difficulty.  Keep near to the Lord and draw on divine resource that ever remains available from the true vine.  “Abide in me”.  These are the Lord’s own words.  “Abide in me and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither can ye unless ye abide in me”.  I pass that word on to each and all of us, that we might abide in Christ.  It is our place of safety.  It is the only place where we might be sustained in fruit bearing, because the Lord says, “without me ye can do nothing”.  There is no other resource or sustaining energy, either to preserve us in the area of service or in yielding fruit to God outside of Christ.  We must draw from the true source, Christ Himself.  “I am the vine, ye are the branches.  He that abides in me and I in him, he” – emphatic “he”, such a person as abides in Him – “he bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing”.  What sobering words these are: “without me ye can do nothing”.  You may be minded to commit yourself with a sense of strong personal courage, just to go forward, but make sure that you do not make such a commitment without keeping near to the Lord while doing so, for without Him you can do nothing: “without me ye can do nothing.  Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch”.  These are very precious words, “abide in me”.  Oh, the need of abiding more in the enjoyment of the love of Jesus!  I can see a great call for keeping close to the Lord Jesus.  Do you think there might be some deficiency in the circumstances where you have been set?  It is love’s opportunity for you to abide in Christ and bring in the resource and the help that is needed.  If you find a deficiency, seek grace to fill it up by abiding in Christ and drawing on the supplies that are unfailing in Him, in order that you might become a useful vessel bearing much fruit.  

Then the Lord says further down, “In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit”.  That is a fine touch.  How pleasing to the Lord that we should be preserved in affection for Him, but in that very thing the Father is glorified.  The Father was glorified in the Son.  He glorified the Father on the earth.  He completed the work that was given Him to do, and outstandingly He glorified the Father on the earth (John 17:4).  Think of the Father being glorified now because persons abide in Christ and bear much fruit.  Not only is the Father pleased about that, not only is there an answer to His own affections from that, but the Father is glorified in it.  I believe He is glorified because in that same way the Son is honoured, as we abide in Him.  We abide in Him and bear fruit and the Father is glorified in that, because there is a further outshining of what speaks to Him of Christ in the fruit bearing among the saints.

I pass on to the scripture read in Galatians; “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace …”.  Reference was made to this passage in the reading, and we noted once again that it is spoken of as one fruit.  It is like a cluster, one beautiful cluster, full of variety and interest, yet one precious cluster of fruit, the product of the Spirit’s service.  There is need, as we have been saying, of abiding in Christ, but there is also great need of sowing to the Spirit.  We need to sow to the Spirit in order that there might be room made for the fruitful service of the Holy Spirit to proceed in our own affections and bring about this choice answer.  It says “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace …”; I refer to these three first of all because they seem to indicate something that is formed inwardly.  It is a very valuable thing to be formed in love, formed according to the divine nature.  What pleasure for God to look down upon the saints and to see what is of Himself formed in the hearts of His people.  No wonder it stands next to the word “joy”.  Joy for God’s heart, but joy for our hearts too as we are brought into the sphere where holy love is experienced in operation within our own hearts and in the circle of the saints into which we have been called through divine grace.  And then it says “peace”.  What a scarcity of joy and peace there is in the world around us, but they ought to be in abundance in the soul of the believer who is abiding in Christ; “love, joy, peace”.  

Then it says “long-suffering, kindness, goodness”; these other features are a little distinguished in that they may involve the operation of the local company.  You do not need long-suffering if you are in isolation entirely on your own.  You need long-suffering while moving in the company of others so that you might move suitably and commendably.  These features now being mentioned bear on the circulation of the activities of love among the saints.  It shows the great value of us being formed individually so that we might be able to fill out our part suitably in the local company, to love our brethren.  One of the things that the Lord so repeatedly and so urgently spoke to His own about was that there might be love amongst themselves.  It is a testimony to the world and it is pleasing under the eye of God.  The Lord yearned for that in regard of His own.  It is a thing that we need to be exercised about very much at the present time, that we are maintained in love amongst ourselves.  It was remarked in the reading that if someone is faithful, it might very likely promote faithfulness amongst others.  The very same thought applies to love.  Love promotes love.  Put it to the test.  Daniel said, when addressing the one who was in charge of himself and of those that we speak of as Daniel’s friends, “Prove thy servants”, Dan.1:12.  Put it to the test in regard of love, bring it into circulation.  May these features be promoted among us, “long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self-control”.  There is no law against these things, there is nothing to prohibit them, there is every need for them and the Spirit of God would help us to bring them out into manifestation.

I can say from personal experience that love promotes love.  I have proved it amongst my local brethren whom I love.  I am conscious that I am loved.  I seek to move amongst them commendably in order that the feature might be promoted locally.  I appeal to my brethren here – put the thing to the test.  Ask the Spirit of God for help that these very features that are so precious in their fruit bearing might be brought into greater practical evidence.  I say again that if you feel in some measure that they are lacking, it is love’s opportunity for you.  Take up the exercise.  Draw on the supply from the true vine; bring out the yield.  May there be more fruit, may there be much fruit, may there be choice fruit.  May God find His pleasure in all that is brought into expression among the saints.  I do not wish to add more, but I carry the exercise that there should be something precious and choice for the heart of God.  I believe that to a large extent the exercise lies with ourselves, to keep in the enjoyment of the love of Christ and to cultivate links with the Holy Spirit, so that the answer sought for might be fruitfully yielded.  

May it be so for God’s glory. 

Address at Grimsby

14 February 2016

J. Laurie

Edited and Published by John Brown and Paul Martin

36 Laverock Park Linlithgow EH49 6AT

email notesofministry@virginmedia.com or paul@nofm.co.uk 

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Scripture references

John 15:1-9 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither [can] ye unless ye abide in me. [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. [6] Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch, and is dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine. [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love.

Galatians 5:22-26 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, [23] meekness, self-control: against such things there is no law. [24] But they that [are] of the Christ have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts. [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit. [26] Let us not become vain-glorious, provoking one another, envying one another.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:22 (JND) [22] And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply on the earth.

Genesis 1:28 (JND) [28] And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over every animal that moveth on the earth.

Isaiah 5:2 (JND) [2] And he dug it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine; and he built a tower in the midst of it, and also hewed out a winepress therein; and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes.

Isaiah 46:10 (JND) [10] declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure;

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Numbers 12:8 (JND) [8] Mouth to mouth do I speak to him openly, and not in riddles; and the form of Jehovah doth he behold. Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?

Exodus 33:7 (JND) [7] And Moses took the tent, and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass [that] every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp.

Exodus 33:11 (JND) [11] And Jehovah spoke with Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. And he returned to the camp; but his attendant, Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, departed not from within the tent.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Daniel 1:12 (JND) [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink;
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