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THE HIGH WAY THROUGH THIS WORLD


Deuteronomy 2:26-29; Genesis 41:37-43 (to ‘knee’);

Ephesians 4:15,16

Our brother said on Friday that he was thinking about the things that would please the Lord.  What would be a way to move through the world that would please the Lord?  That is why I read this scripture in Deuteronomy.  Moses was talking to the people who were on the brink of going into the land; they were on the brink of the inheritance.  That is where we are, dear friends, we are able to enter into our inheritance, and soon we will actually be taken to heaven.  Deuteronomy is instruction for living in the land, and while Moses is doing that, he reviews the way they had come.  One of the things he reminds them of is the way that they had set themselves to go through the territories across which they had passed.  I would encourage each one of us today to set ourselves to pass through this world without settling down in it, because then we will be strong.  We need to be aware of what this world is, and aware of how God would help us pass through it.  What the people did, as you can see here, is that they set themselves for it.

Moses sent the messengers and he said in effect ‘Here is the proposal, this is how we are going to pass through’.  Have you thought about how you are going to pass through this world?  We know how godless it is, and we have to pass through it.  We have to find a way and we need to think and pray about how we are to do that, and about how God would have us move through it.  Do you find it a struggle?  Have you prayed about it, have you asked God for help, asked Him for guidance?  Moses said “Let me pass through”.  That is one thing that will help us, to realise that we are just passing through.  You are not here to settle down; you are not here to find a place, to make a name.  You are only passing through.  The Lord Jesus said “I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world”, John 17:15.  He has left us here for a purpose, we are only passing through.  Moses says, “by the high-way alone will I go”.  That is a noble proposal, “by the high-way”, and that is what I want to encourage you to do today, to set yourself to go through this world, but to go through it not as going down to its level, not as coming down to its standards, because they are sliding all the time, but to go through by the highway.  So Moses says “by the high-way alone will I go”.  That is a fine thing to say.  It is referred to in another scripture as the king’s road (Num.20:17).  We are to go on the king’s road, to set ourselves for the heavenly side of the truth.  There is an elevated aspect to God’s truth that is worth standing for, and that is seen in the high-way.  Moses says “I will neither turn to the right hand nor to the left”.  The devil is trying to get us to turn aside all the time, to take our eyes off Christ, to turn to the left or to the right and it leads downwards.  As an example, if you go along the motorway through Birmingham, it is lifted up on pillars, and you go on the high-way above the city down below.  Moses says, “Thou shalt sell me food for money that I may eat; and thou shalt give me water for money that I may drink”.  We do not become debtors to the world; we have to fulfil righteousness, before God, but it is only that we may have food and drink that we may live.  Moses did not demand anything great, he only wanted to live, he was just passing through.

That is a good way to think of your life here in the world; you are just passing through.  Moses said “I will only pass through on my feet” and then he says, “until I shall pass over the Jordan into the land which Jehovah our God giveth us”.  It is a very noble proposition.  In actual fact, the proposal of Moses and the people was rejected by the king, and there was war.  Nevertheless, Moses had a plan and I would ask you, do you have a plan?   I think we should pray about the world that we pass through, and ask ourselves whether we are going to set ourselves as Moses did, to go on the high-way, to set ourselves for what is heavenly.  When Nehemiah was building the wall, Sanballat and Tobijah said “Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono”, Neh.6:2.  They said ‘come down here’; they thought that they would distract him from his work.  Nehemiah says “Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?” Neh.6:3.  Do not get ensnared in the world, do not give in to the pull of lower standards in the world that we live in.  We are not immune from this pull downwards.  The devil will distract us completely from the path if he can, but if he cannot do that he will be happy just to drag us down, to lower the standard a bit.  I would encourage us all to set ourselves to take a higher path.  Our brother said that the room in which they gathered in Acts 20 was above the level of the street.  That is the idea; the level of the street is going down, and down.  There is something better, there is something higher.  There are things that we have been engaged with in these meetings today and yesterday evening, things that are worth setting ourselves for, heavenly things which God wants for us.

We were reading during the week in Manchester about the people of Israel going over the Jordan.  You remember that there were the two and a half tribes and they said in effect, We are not going to go over, we are going to settle for something less, we are going to settle on this side of the Jordan, we are going to settle for something that is of a lower standard.  But when the tribes went over, they took stones out of the Jordan, and set them up in the land, and there were twelve of them.  That is what God wanted for them all, and that is what God wants for you.  He wants the best for you, and it is something worth hanging on to, the top stone of the truth, which bring us to Genesis 41.

I want to mention two things which are calculated to help us to raise the level, help us to have our eyes upward and not downward.  I want to speak about Christ in glory.  This is the top stone, Christ where He is, not where He was.  I am not at all setting aside His sufferings, or all He did and was when He was here. But we need to go on the high-way and fill our hearts with the joy of what Christ is and where He is, and all of His accumulated glories, and to have our minds and hearts filled with Him in the place where He reigns. The world that we are in fills our minds and our hearts with everything down here.  Paul says “have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth”, Col.3:2.  What is going to help you go on the high-way, on the king’s road, are thoughts of Christ Himself.

You could think of Pharaoh here as God who has exalted Christ in heaven.  He said “Shall we find one as this”.  Can you find anyone like Christ?  Can you find one like Jesus?  It is almost as though Pharaoh said ‘there is no need to look any further’.  There is nothing more calculated to keep us on the high-way than occupation with Jesus, and I challenge myself about whether I am occupied enough with Him in the place where He is.  What do we know about it?  What do we know about the glory?  Our brother spoke to us about the One who has passed through the heavens, leaving His imprint on every one.  Joseph was exalted in Egypt.  Jesus has been given a name, “that which is above every name”, Phil.2:9.  It is the glory of Jesus where He is, and God has given Him every distinction that it is possible to give.

So Pharaoh says “only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou”.  That is what God has done, He has given Christ every distinction He can.  The Lord Jesus takes up that holy relationship in perfection; He subjects Himself to the Father because He is the Son.  Yet it is the glory of deity, divine glory that is shining in heaven now for us as believers as we go along the road.  As we resist the temptation of going down to the world’s level, it is divine glory that shines in heaven.  The Lord Jesus said, “glorify me, thou Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was”, John 17:5.  The glory of God shines in the face of Jesus.  What more does the believer need?  What would he want with the world?  What would we want with anything less?  Can you find One as this?

And then it says that Pharaoh “arrayed him”.  Think of that!  Think of God arraying Christ, think of His joy in doing it.  You get the glory of the great High Priest in heaven coming out.    Have you thought of Christ like that?  What an object, what a resource He is for the believer as we go along the high-way, a great High Priest established in heaven, of whom Hebrews goes on to speak about as the One who is “a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec”, Heb.5:6.  When we read about Melchisedec in Genesis, we do not know anything about him.  It says that he was “without father, without mother, without genealogy” (Heb.7:3), it cannot be traced, “having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God”.  He is the One who “has the priesthood unchangeable”, Heb.7:24.  God has found a Priest, such a Priest, that He will never relinquish.  In the old days, there was priest after priest, and I suppose some of them were better than others, but now Jesus is there for you, He is established there forever, not just having the priesthood unchanging, but unchangeable.  How great is the glory of Christ!

So Pharaoh arrayed Joseph in clothes of byssus, “And he caused him to ride in the second chariot that he had”.  I like to think of that.  I like to think that even in a meeting like this, God is causing Christ to be glorified before us.  Think of the joy of God, the joy of the Father in displaying Christ, displaying His greatness, His glory, His worth.  Not now Jesus hanging there on the cross – how precious – but now He is free from all that.  What shines out is His glory and His worth and His blessedness.  So Pharaoh says “Shall we find one as this”.  What are you going to occupy your mind with?  Can you find anything better?  Can you find One as this?  Shall we vote in the general election?  Shall we look at the candidates and compare them, find out about them, find out what they have done, what their ideas are?  Shall we?  Or shall we just lay them aside and say ‘We are going to go on the one high-way, we have found someone better, we have found Someone who is incomparable’.  Jesus becomes incomparable to us and occupation with Him will keep us on the high-way.

It was said in the reading that in the end everyone will say that God was right to exalt Jesus.  That is worth repeating.    Our King is reigning already, our Man is in power, and in the end everyone will say that God was right to exalt Jesus.  The believer goes on the King’s road with the secret of that in his heart already.

In Ephesians 4 you find that you are not alone.  You may think it is going to be hard to set yourself for a higher level of things, to set yourself for the heavenly side of the truth, to set yourself to fill your heart with Christ where He is up there.  The great thing is that there are others with you.  They are not finding it easy either, but they have the same objective, they are going on the King’s road too.  You come into contact with them; this verse in Ephesians 4 tells us that we are “fitted together”.  It is a picture of the body of Christ.  How blessed it is if God gives me one I can walk with on the same basis, who has the same objective as me.  We feel the smallness sometimes; perhaps we are only three, or six, or twenty, or whatever it might be.  How blessed it is to have one.  I think that is how we should think.  How blessed it is to find one, or two, or ten, or one hundred, however many it might be, going on the King’s road.  Let us set ourselves for what is heavenly and let us enjoy the atmosphere of it, as we have done together this weekend.  There is not anything like it in the world.

On Monday, when we go back to school or to work or wherever we are, you feel the crash down to a lower level, do you not?  We have that feeling, and we do not like it.  But what that tells you is that you have been somewhere else, you have been on another level of things altogether, you have been with those who have set themselves to enjoy something better.  I think if we feel the crash down, that is a good thing, because it gives us the proof that we have been somewhere higher.

So it is that “we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply”.  How does it all work?  How does it fit together?  This scripture is very interesting because as you walk along the high-way you are brought alongside your brother and your sister, and fitted in to work with them.  That is a great thing.  It creates a bond between us, we are working away at the same objective.  There is a reference to “every joint of supply”; the note says ‘a known supply from Christ’.  Now there is the key; the key is Christ as Head in everything.  Everything flows from Him, and my effectiveness and my part in the assembly, in the local meeting, depend on my connection with Him.  That is what brings you and me in connection with each other.

I will give you a picture of it.  We went to Portsmouth recently and saw on the old ships a capstan wheel.  It is a big wheel, and the sailors stood around it, each with a long bar.  They put their bars into the wheel, and then they pushed together on their bars and turned the capstan wheel and made it pull up the anchor chain.  It is an interesting picture, because they were joined together in the work, working alongside each other.  But they were not joined exactly sailor to sailor, their link together was through the wheel in the middle, and I think that is the way it works.  I am joined to Christ and the supply is coming from Him.  I have my bar locked into the centre, it is firmly in there and I am able to work alongside my brother and my sister, whatever there is to do.  There is a power in it, if it is done in unison, which is truly amazing.  One link of the chain was so heavy that you could not lift it, but the power that was in the capstan wheel when it was working properly could move the whole chain.  Is it working properly in your place? Have you got your bar locked in?  Are your relations with Christ right?  That is how it works, the supply is coming from Him, “from whom the whole body, fitted together”.

It is a blessed thing to work away at the heavenly side of the truth with our brothers and sisters.  The main part of that is in our local places and is something to be greatly valued.  Even if there are only one or two, it does not mean that what we are working at is not the greatest thing on earth.  It is the assembly, it is Christ’s body on the earth.

I want to finish with a scripture in Philippians, because as we go along the high road, just passing through, the other thing that we are doing is that we are waiting.  Philippians 3 verse 20 is a scripture that you can keep in your minds; “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”.  You may be here on the earth in a literal way, but in spirit you are somewhere else altogether, living there already.  Then it says “from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”.  That is the situation.  We are passing through the world, but we are waiting.  The most important thing in our lives now is that there is going to be a move made from heaven.  The Lord Jesus is going to come.  How could you put anything above that?  So in one way we are walking along the road, there is progress to be made, there is work to be done; but in another way all that we are doing is waiting, “from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”.

It occurred to me that if you are at a train station waiting for the train to come, and it is a long time before the train is due, people will be doing all sorts of different things as they arrive and wait for the train.  Some of the passengers might not even be at the station at all, but as the time comes nearer for the train to come, they are all gathering or talking or whatever they are doing.  But the closer the train comes, the less people are doing that, other activities and even talking subside, until the moment before the train comes, all they are doing is waiting.  The Lord is about to come.  This glorious Person is about to come, the moment is almost here.  What is there to do but wait for Him?

I trust these things might help us to have our eyes lifted.  Let us be looking up, dear brethren, for His name’s sake.

Address at Grimsby

13 March 2013

G. McKay


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 2:26-29 (JND) [26] And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto Sihon the king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying, [27] Let me pass through thy land: by the highway alone will I go; I will neither turn to the right hand nor to the left. [28] Thou shalt sell me food for money that I may eat; and thou shalt give me water for money that I may drink; I will only pass through on my feet, [29] as the children of Esau who dwell in Seir, and the Moabites who dwell in Ar, did to me, until I shall pass over the Jordan into the land which Jehovah our God giveth us.

Genesis 41:37-43 (JND) [37] And the word was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his bondmen. [38] And Pharaoh said to his bondmen, Shall we find [one] as this, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? [39] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God has made all this known to thee, there is none [so] discreet and wise as thou. [40] Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves; only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou. [41] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. [42] And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it on Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in clothes of byssus, and put a gold chain on his neck. [43] And he caused him to ride in the second chariot that he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee! and he set him over all the land of Egypt.

Ephesians 4:15-16 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

John 17:15 (JND) [15] I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil.

Numbers 20:17 (JND) [17] Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country; we will not pass through fields, or through vineyards, neither will we drink water out of the wells: we will go by the king's road; we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy border.

Nehemiah 6:2 (JND) [2] that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief.

Nehemiah 6:3 (JND) [3] And I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down. Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Genesis 41 (JND) [1] And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed, and behold, he stood by the river. [2] And behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fine-looking and fat-fleshed, and they fed in the reed-grass. [3] And behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, bad-looking and lean-fleshed, and stood by the kine on the bank of the river. …

Colossians 3:2 (JND) [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

John 17:5 (JND) [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

Hebrews 5:6 (JND) [6] Even as also in another [place] he says, *Thou* [art] a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 7:3 (JND) [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually.

Hebrews 7:24 (JND) [24] but he, because of his continuing for ever, has the priesthood unchangeable.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,



THE OPENED DOOR


Revelation 3:7,8,12;  1 Kings 6:5-8

Those privileged to be with us in July will remember that this section as to Philadelphia was what our brother based his three readings on – “because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”.  With that in mind, I was thinking of the “opened door”.  The Lord is presented here, and He said to John, “Write therefore” (Rev.1:19) and then he said to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia, “write”.  The Lord was dictating this as a letter to these dear ones to whom He has nothing critical to say.  He would serve to bring us into the greatest of His thoughts.  They are God’s thoughts, wonderful things that He has in mind, things that have never entered into the heart of man, the things that God has prepared for those that love Him (1 Cor.2:9).  They originated in God’s mind; there could be nothing greater or better.

It is my impression that the Lord opens the door into those realms where we can not only look in, but we can enter in through the door and see, and be moved to worship and adoration as we look at these things and as they impress our souls.  It is an opened door; that implies that it was once shut, but the Lord has opened it and He holds it open.  I think that is the setting here.  He says, “I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power”.  There were features which the Lord was looking for and took pleasure in finding, and if these assembly features are manifested, then the Lord has something more to open up to us.  He has opened a door into a whole area that encompasses everything that God has in mind in purpose for you and for me.  I would like to encourage us all to seek to be in a position where the Lord can open this door to us and we can go in.

In Kings, Solomon made the temple; it is wonderful to read about all the work that went into it.  We read about the stones; they were all prepared before they were built into the temple, ready to fit in their places.  They were all entirely made ready in the quarry before they were brought.  The note (f) says ‘Or ‘built of stones whole from the quarry’’.  The quarry is like our lives here.  We are being formed and shaped, and there will come a day when the Lord will come.  When He comes for any one of us, we as living stones will be ready to fit, right ready for our place.  But then there is the thought of finding our place now.  The scripture speaks about these chambers, starting on the lowest floor, and they get wider as they go up.  Mr Coates speaks about the lowest floor being Christian ground, remembering the Lord and His death1.  The Philadelphians were on that ground.  God would help you to cultivate a desire for these things.  If you have a desire for them, you can recognise that as the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would work in your soul; you may be unconscious of it, but He would give you feelings and desires after Christ.  If you put your faith and your trust in Jesus, then you are on this ground.  God would present things to you that you might embrace them and go in for them.  Such were the Philadelphians.

Then you go up to the second floor, the middle one, by winding stairs.  That speaks of a developed, a more mature impression of divine things.  It is not that you need to be old to enter into them; we touched in the reading about serviceability in young ones.  He is looking for that, and He would open the way for our minds, our intelligence and our desires to reach out towards these things.  You can understand the Lord’s interest in Philadelphia.  The assembly in Philadelphia was on Christian ground and they knew the Lord.  There was something very precious there.  Philadelphia means brotherly love.  That would be a feature that marked the Philadelphians, and I think it shows that they had gone up the stairs, in the type of the temple.  They were at the second floor; they had made progress.  They knew the Lord as Head.  They knew Him as risen and they had a message from the Lord from heaven.  The Lord has the key of David; it is like a master key to all these doors.

So the Lord, as it were, opens the door to the upper floor, the third floor.  The third was seven cubits broad.  Seven is often thought of as a complete thought; there were seven days that God used in creation in Genesis, there was the first day and so on to the sixth day, and then there was the seventh day.  On the seventh day He rested.  These other floors would mean something too, but the seven cubits would speak of the perfection of what God has for us.  It is the top floor, there is no more.  That is not to limit it, but it is to show how hugely embracing it is, beyond all that we could ask or think.  God has this wonderful area of blessing through the opened door.  These chambers around the house were places where people could dwell.  In that well known Psalm 23, it says “Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days” (v.6).  David was one that had a great sense of the greatness of God.  Some of the hymns that we sing are transliterations of what David actually said in prayer; hymn number 3 is an example.  What an appreciation that man had of the great things of God.  “I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days”.

The Lord would say, Come up, here is an opened door, come through.  I think that would be the sense; not just go through, but come through, come and see Jesus where He is; get an appreciation of that.  We will live eternally in the place where He is glorified, but now He would desire to give us an impression of these wonderful things for us to treasure and to appreciate, truths that have been opened up.  Comment was made in the reading as to the truth of the recovery, and of course that is truth that always was there, but we have been recovered to it.  What is within this door always was there, it is all related to the purpose of God.  There is nothing new in that sense.  It is all in God’s purpose before time was, and He opens the door.  What a blessed thing!  You have to be on the second floor to get to the upper floor.  There is progress, stretching out for divine things.  Our daily lives are to be in total accord with what we enjoy in divine things and spiritual things.  We get to the Lord Jesus and there you find the Centre of God’s universe.  He can be your Sun and Centre too.  He can attract you to Himself; what a great power is the power of attraction.  We see that in Jesus; everything is to be held in attraction to Him, and as we are held in attraction to Him we would move beyond the area of responsibility into the area of privilege.  It is a wonderful thing.  What I have in my mind as to this opened door is the truth of the assembly – a Head in heaven and a body here.  These are blessed truths to know about.  Then the sonship of Christ, that He became Son; “I have to-day begotten thee”, Heb.5:5.  These are wonderful truths; they are for all believers.

We touched on Timothy in the reading.  He started as an individual and that is how it starts in us.  We are to be concerned to have individual exercise, but as we move forward, the Lord would open things up to us.  We enjoy what is collective in the service of God.  And we do enjoy it!  We have a sense of order in the service and we enjoy it.  We gather in this scene to remember the Lord Jesus and to show forth His death; that is the ground on which we gather.  Then we have a sense that He is living, He is not in death, He is the living One.  It lifts us up from the scene in which we gather.  We break bread in the wilderness, but our spirits are to be caught up.  In our spirits, we would be lifted up and carried away into those wonderful realms.  That is what we can enjoy in the service of God.  We should appreciate it; we should set ourselves for it.  I feel it is a test, because if Mr Darby could speak about his wandering mind, how much more could I say about that.  That is what we are like, but perhaps we can take some encouragement from the fact that someone who was so committed and so gifted could yet be concerned as to his wandering mind.  The enemy would like to dilute everything.  If he cannot stop you, he would like to dilute everything so that there is no flavour left, but we have liberty to worship the Spirit.  We have liberty to move into the presence of the Father.  What hymns we have to help us.  What impressions we receive as we get there.  How wide they are!  We can have an impression of what the Lord Jesus means to the Father.  We can have impressions of the Father’s love, of the cost to Him to have you and me as sons in His presence like Christ.

I suggest that these wonderful things are beyond the opened door.  It is right to desire to enjoy them, to stretch out for them.  I think it would be right to say that you cannot see the upper floor until you are on the middle floor.  It speaks about a winding staircase; as you move on there is progress, and as we move on, we have liberty to speak to God.  Things widen out as we do that; we have been taught that as we address God in worship, it is not so much higher as wider, and you get the sense of the width of what God has in mind as you go through the door.  Paul refers to knowing the length and breadth and depth and height, of knowing the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge (Eph.3:18).  That is an area beyond the opened door.  The Lord Jesus wants you and me to be there to see these things.  In our current condition there is necessarily restriction because of what we are, but one day we will have bodies of glory and we will be able to enter into the fulness of these things. What blessed things these are, and they are available for every believer.  I think it has been suggested that the “little power” helps you go through the door.  The saints at Philadelphia had a little power; you may say that power had lifted them from the first floor to the middle floor.  They had had an appreciation of Christ and of His rights here that had lifted them onto the next level.  The Philadelphians had moved up a floor as it were, but then there is this further thought set before them.   The Lord has opened the door, and it says, no one can shut it.  I think it would be right to say that the way the truth has been opened up in the last few hundred years is like the opening of the door.  I am not suggesting that others did not enjoy it previously, but there is a sense that a door has been opened by the exercise of others.  It has put us in a place where these things are known, and they are so wonderful, and it is consequential on “thou hast a little power”.

So if we are to enjoy the greatness of God’s thoughts that lie beyond the opened door, then we do need to be exercised.  It is not that you can claim Philadelphian ground.  Nobody can do that.  It is the Lord that has to say to these assemblies.  I think it has been suggested that if you take Philadelphian ground, it is perhaps a feature of Laodicea.  They say, “I am rich and am grown rich and have need of nothing” (v.17).  We do have need, but how much has been given to us.  You look through that door and see the riches of God’s grace.  What riches there are.  You may go around a stately house, and in the rooms there are rich tapestries and famous pictures.  There is a little barrier around the rooms to show you where you are allowed to walk, and you can look from a distance but you cannot get in there, you cannot touch.  God’s thoughts are not like that.  You are not just taking a guided tour beyond the opened door, but God wants you to participate in the things that are there.  He wants them to affect our souls and our hearts and our minds.  God wants us to be occupied with His things, these wonderful things that lift us up.  It may be that we enjoy some of this in the service of God, but the truth is very wide.  We can enjoy these things, we get some impression of them as we speak together of the grandeur of God’s thoughts in other meetings too.  We sang about that:

“Thou leadst our hearts to that blest place 

Where rest’s without alloy” (Hymn 178).

That is something that we will find there.  It is a restful area.

These are wonderful thoughts, and they are all there to be enjoyed.  That is how this is presented; it is presented as an opportunity; “I have set before thee an opened door”.  The opened door is there for us to be exercised about.  That is what the Lord wants to do, to engender in each of our hearts a desire to know something of the enjoyment and experience of these wonderful things.  So if the opportunity is set before you, why would you not want to go upward?  Why would you not want to reach out, to go forward into this wonderful realm that the Lord would set before us.  He goes on to speak about the pillar.  “Him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out”.  That is the eternal day.  When Solomon built his temple, there were two ornamental pillars.  Men put big pillars on buildings to make them impressive.  But God has these pillars, not to impress others, but for His own pleasure.  God can look upon these pillars and they remind Him of all that was in His heart for you.  If you are a pillar there, there is nothing more to find; it is all found in Jesus.  “A pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out”; there forever!  I am sure we should enter through the opened door and stay there.  We have our lives to live, but I think the Lord would desire that these things should be in our hearts.

The Lord speaks about “my God, and my new name”.  These things show how much it means to the Lord Jesus to give you that opportunity to enter through the opened door.  It is not the door of salvation.  You have already entered in through that.  You are on that blessed ground if you have put your trust in Jesus.  But this is something beyond, it is more.  These floors get wider the further up you go, and eventually through this opened door, God lays out all these blessings before you.  It is everything.  You could not encompass them in a lifetime, but then you will have eternity!  Well, stretch out for these things.  Take the opportunity to enter in as the Lord presents it.

May we enjoy that, for the Lord’s names sake.

Address at Grimsby

12 October 2013

R.W. McClean


Scripture references

Revelation 3:7-12 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Revelation 3:7-12 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

1 Kings 6:5-8 (JND) [5] And against the wall of the house he built floors round about, [against] the walls of the house, round about the temple and the oracle; and he made side-chambers round about. [6] The lowest floor was five cubits broad, and the middle one was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad; for in the [thickness of the wall of] the house he made resets round about outside, that nothing should be fastened in the walls of the house. [7] And the house, when it was being built, was built of stone entirely made ready before it was brought thither; so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was being built. [8] The entrance to the side-chambers of the middle [floor] was in the right side of the house; and they went up by winding stairs into the middle [floor], and out of the middle into the third.

Revelation 1:19 (JND) [19] Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Hebrews 5:5 (JND) [5] Thus the Christ also has not glorified himself to be made a high priest; but he who had said to him, *Thou* art my Son, *I* have to-day begotten thee.

Ephesians 3:18 (JND) [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;



FEEDING ON JESUS – EXTRACT


God would have our inward thoughts and affections formed and nourished by feeding upon Christ, so that the way we think and feel about things might be according to Christ, and this would result in His being reproduced in us.  Transformation according to Romans 12:2 is not brought about by rules and regulations imposed from without as demand; it is brought about from within, "by the renewing of your mind".  The mind is renewed as we get it occupied and filled with the perfect way in which the will of God came into expression in the life of Jesus.  What an insight we get into the "good and acceptable and perfect will of God" as we see it all, and feed on it all, as carried out in every detail in that holy life! We see it there not as demand but as supply – as food for us.  As we appropriate it, and are nourished by it, the will of God becomes blessed to us, and we learn increasingly to hate the action of our own will.  We have a new way of thinking about everything then.  If Christ has become food to me the pride, vanity, and fashion of this world are as dust under my feet.  There is then spiritual vigour through what we feed on to be in accord with Christ – and to prove what is "the good and acceptable and perfect will of God".

C.A. Coates “An Outline of Leviticus” pp.76,77


Scripture references

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



THE GLORY OF GOD


2 Corinthians 3:18;  Hebrews 1:2,3

Our brother referred in his prayer to glory, which has been in my mind a little recently.  It is something which may be difficult for us to take in when we are younger.  We might sometimes feel that glory is a little remote, in the clouds or something like that, but I have an impression about how tangible is the glory of the wonderful divine system that we have been brought into.  It is a good thing for us to see that Christianity is marked by glory.  Our brother has referred to happenings in this world, and there is a verse somewhere that speaks about those who glory in their shame (Phil.3:19).  That would be a different kind of glory; this world has a glory, but it is not a glory that is based on anything that is morally worthwhile.  The glory of this world could be summarised as “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16); that is the glory of this world.  It does us good, particularly when we are younger, to remind ourselves that all the glory of this world really will come to nothing.  We were reminded at the weekend that if the princes of this world had known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory (1 Cor.2:8).  So while we have to do with things in this world, God’s glory and the glory of the Lord Jesus would eclipse the apparent glory of this world.

I was drawn to these verses in Corinthians and in Hebrews.  Glory is one of the great themes of scripture.  God’s glory shines out in many different ways, and it is tangible.  We could think of it as a shining out; the scripture that we read in Hebrews would show that.  It is an effulgence, that which fully represents a glory which is in something else.  God’s glory shines, and it has always been there even when there was no creature to take account of it; indeed we read of that in John, “the glory which I had along with thee before the world was”, John 17:5.  What creature was there to take account of that?  There was none, but glory was there, the glory belonging to divine Persons.  How wonderful that is!  But we can take account of this glory now – we read in 2 Corinthians about looking on the glory of the Lord Jesus.  It is a well-known passage and I cannot say much about it other than just to bring it before our hearts to encourage us.  Looking on the Lord’s glory is to have a result, and not just a superficial result.  It would be a good thing, when we get home from the Lord’s supper, to write down some of the impressions that we have had.  It has been said that we come to the Supper as a blank sheet of paper, and I trust that we would all get impressions of the glory of the Lord Jesus.  I find for myself that I often forget impressions that we have had.  Perhaps if we wrote them down, we could go over them and trace them back to Scripture, because as the Holy Spirit brings us impressions of the glory of the Lord Jesus, we should always be able to trace them back to the Scriptures.

This scripture in 2 Corinthians seems to be set in a collective position.  No doubt we can each look individually on the glory of the Lord Jesus, but here it is “we all”.  That is a fine thing, is it not?  Are we all looking on the glory of the Lord Jesus?  What a beautiful thing it is, that there are persons who appreciate His glory.  Our brother has referred to the way in which we must come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and that would be the starting point, the way into appreciating His beauty and glory.  That is another way to look at glory; it is something that would attract our hearts.  It is a beautiful thing.  Glory and beauty would go together, and as we come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, we would move on from what the prophet said in Isaiah 53 that there was no beauty or lordliness that we would desire Him (v.2).  Of course, we would understand that there was not anything of nature in us that drew us to the Lord Jesus.  The appreciation of His glory has been put in us by the working of divine Persons, so here it is, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord”.  How wonderful this dispensation is!  The previous dispensation was marked by glory, but that glory may in a sense have made us fear.  Think of the account of the glory at mount Sinai; what glory that was, but glory known in a way that would make the heart of even a God-fearing Israelite fear.  But think now of the glory in Christianity – the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus (2 Cor.4:6) would cause our hearts to be attracted.  That is another wonderful aspect of the glory that attaches to Christianity.  I do not think that, if we are in a right state, it would ever repel us, it would always attract us.  What a wonderful power of love it is that would attract us.

So there is to be a result.  It has often been pointed out that the result is to be permanent, “according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”.  How necessary the Holy Spirit is.  We will not get very far at all in appreciating this glory in our own strength.  The eyes of the two on the way to Emmaüs were looking the wrong way.  When the Lord Jesus drew near, their eyes were no longer clouded, and “he opened their understanding”, Luke 24:45.  It is like the sufferings of Christ and the glories after these (1 Pet.1:11).  Dear brethren, glory is to have a moral effect on us.  ‘Moral’ is a word that we often use and it is a good word; it is a word that we come to understand as we progress in our Christian experience, and indeed we come to love it.  I was thinking of that book of Mr Bellett’s, ‘The Moral Glory of the Lord Jesus.  That was a dear believer who had looked on the glory of the Lord Jesus and had been transformed by it himself, and he was able to pass on impressions that he had gleaned as to that blessed One.

I have been affected recently that brothers in thanksgiving have quite often referred to this verse in Hebrews, “who being the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance”.  How wonderfully capable the Lord Jesus has been, and is, in showing forth the glory of God.  Everything was given into His hands by God.  What blessed divine trust there was in that Man when He was here on earth, the Lord Jesus ever doing the will of His God and Father.  What glory there was in Him; a Man, outwardly no different to you or me, yet fully able to express everything that was of God.  This first chapter in Hebrews would go along with the first chapter of John and the first chapter of Colossians; it is good to go over these chapters again and again, and get something of the glory of the Lord Jesus into our hearts.  We get a wonderful impression of the majesty and greatness that there is in this One, God in His own Person, who is able to show forth everything of what God is as revealed.  Everything that we can know, or ever will know of God, is seen perfectly in the Lord Jesus, so it says “the effulgence”.  The note is very helpful, ‘That which fully presents the glory which is in something else.  Thus light makes us know what the sun is’.  What a matter that is; what radiance would shine out!  Another effect of glory is that it would warm us.  This world would make us cold, but appreciating and looking at the glory of the Lord Jesus would, I think, warm us in relation to Him.  I also think that glory would be very similar to love.  I think it has been said that the glory of God really is His love, shining forth, “the expression of his substance”.  How majestic that is!  Think of all that is in God, and yet the Lord Jesus is able to show it to us.  This One is so great, “upholding all things by the word of his power”, and yet He has time for each one of us, time to teach us about His glories.  The Holy Spirit too would teach us about them.

I have been very hesitant to speak about these things.  At the present phase of the dispensation, with the testimony no doubt in its last days, Christianity may not seem outwardly to be a system of glory, but dear brethren, it is.  We could speak more to each other of these glories and encourage our hearts as to them, and love them.  I think the end result in appreciating these glories, great as they are, is not exactly just for its own sake, but there is to be a change, and too, there is to be a return in glory.  Think of those two sons of oil in Zechariah.  They were emptying the gold out of themselves, and I think that is the result.  God delights to show us His glory and the glory of the Lord Jesus, and as we have in Chronicles, it is “of that which is from thy hand have we given thee”, 1 Chron.29:14.  Let us be affected afresh by the glory of divine Persons, and by the glory of the blessed system that we have been sovereignly brought into, indeed brought into its very centre with the Lord Jesus, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth,

4 February 2014

A. B. Brown


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Hebrews 1:2-3 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Philippians 3:19 (JND) [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:)

1 John 2:16 (JND) [16] because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

John 17:5 (JND) [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Luke 24:45 (JND) [45] Then he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures,

1 Peter 1:11 (JND) [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these.

1 Chronicles 29:14 (JND) [14] But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer willingly after this manner? for all is of thee, and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee.



THE CONTINUATION OF THE TESTIMONY – EXTRACT


A simple incident happened in England, after a father and mother had taken two of their little boys to a fellowship meeting, at which the subject of the meeting had been the continuance of the testimony.  The mother had put the little boys to bed, and as she left the room she heard the younger one, Jim, ask his brother, What did the brethren mean by the continuance of the testimony?  The answer was, Well, it is just like this: in our meeting we have two old brothers, they are very old, and the Lord is soon going to take them home, and then father and mother will carry on; and in years to come, if the Lord leaves us down here, He will take them home, and then you and I will carry on.

I would like to appeal to the young ones.  If the Lord tarries, many of the aged brethren will soon be taken home, and the call is to the next generation, to rise up and serve in holy dignity in the house of God.  The service of God is to be carried on in undiminished power.  I would like even the children to catch the spirit of that little boy who said, You and I will carry on.

Sydney, 18 April 1938

H. F. Nunnerley

Edited and Published by John A Brown

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK Tel 01506 670 437

email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Notes


	[←1]
	 C.A. Coates Vol.27 p.85
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