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RESULTS FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

A. McKay 

Exodus 4: 14, 15; 36: 19–22, 34; Leviticus 7: 8; Judges 7: 1, 3, 5, 6; 2 Timothy 2: 1–4 

We were speaking this morning of the matter of intimacy and being able to go into God’s presence and be conscious, not only that we are asking something, but there is something fresh unfolded in God’s word to us. It is right to be occupied with our needs, but we know that our God is able to supply all our needs, and as our heavenly Father, He will do that! 

Those of us who are older have passed through difficult years, we were well taken care of and we are here in a measure of liberty. I do not know if the young ones understand that, but how many there are in the world who through circumstances do not enjoy what we enjoy. In the first place we have been given light as to the assembly, and we have been given grace to answer to the light. There is not much that we can lay claim to, but all this has come in God’s goodness to us and His love to us, through the way that He has brought in the Lord Jesus, the One who has died for our sins. It is a great matter to be conscious of the forgiveness of sins. I trust the younger ones understand that. It is a great thing to know that your sins have been rolled away but there is more than that. We have to confess Jesus as Lord and that starts us off in our Christian pathway, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart is believed to righteousness; and with the mouth confession made to salvation”, Romans 10: 9, 10. So in our pathways, not that we would make any show or boast of it, we need to make known to whom we belong. 

We are not told of Aaron’s background, but regarding Moses we are given details right from the cradle to the grave, if I could use that expression. He was born in difficult days and he had faithful parents; then he had a history which we need not go into now, but here he gets his commission. Now I wonder if we have ever had a sense of getting a commission. It is a wonderful thing to think that the Lord of glory has taken us up for His service. Initially when we were converted we were converted for the service of God, but then there is the testimony and the Lord would take us on for that. Moses had been great in Egypt, a great man in the world, but he had turned his back on the world. It was a wonderful thing to have the power to turn his back on the world. Then in the second forty years of his life he was in training for the Lord’s service. No doubt he was trained in all the education and other things available to him in Egypt, but that is not what God had in mind for him. God had His eye on him, He preserved him; and He would do so with each one of us that we might be for Him. I think there is a suggestion here that he thought he knew better than God. 

Then we have Aaron introduced with his qualification. God says, “I know that he can speak well”. It has been said that God knew that he could speak well because He had been accustomed to hearing him praying. I wonder if that could be said about us, that we can speak well. We would not tell the Lord about the faults of our brethren. If there were any we would be very sympathetic and would ask that both we and they would come to it that “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”, Romans 7: 18. Abraham needed adjustment too, but it is amazing how often his name is mentioned in scripture, great man as he was under God’s eye. I just wanted to make this comment about what was said this morning as to being able to go in to speak with divine Persons, and being conscious of being heard and receiving something from Them in the way of divine communication. Now this is open not only to the older brothers, it is open to everyone, open to younger ones. When we start on our Christian path we should covet 

this, the intimacy to go into God’s presence and meet His unrebuking gaze. That is not my expression, it is a well-known expression. What a privilege it is to go into God’s presence and meet His unrebuking gaze! That was all I had to say about Aaron. God said that he could speak well. 

In Exodus 36 material is required for God’s service. It is interesting to read in this chapter where it speaks of loops and clasps which are required to hold things together, but then the persons are referred to typically when the boards are mentioned. They were of acacia-wood, a hard heavy wood. We are only given two dimensions for the boards, as far as I know, the length of them and the breadth of them. We are not given the thickness of them. What does it mean? It means that there is mystery about the saints. As we speak of the saints there are certain things that we know, there are certain things that we see, but there is mystery about them. Why was the ark two cubits and a half in length, a cubit and a half in breadth and a cubit and a half in height? The ark gave character to the whole system and the references to the half cubit suggest mystery. So as we go through our paths it is a wonderful thing to come into contact with committed Christians. (What I mean by that is those who have not only heard of the truth of the assembly, but have answered to it and are found here as lovers of the assembly). There is a mystery, you cannot explain it, but immediately you get two such persons there is an immediate contact between them, because there were tenons to hold the boards together. The footnote to verse 22 says, ‘answering one to the other’, so that is what you find. We can sit here and converse happily. We may not be able to understand everything, and we may not be able to help much by putting in comments, but nevertheless there is something in each one, old and young, so that there is an immediate contact, we are set together. These boards were set together and they were standing in sockets of silver; they are typical of believers who understand the great redemptive work of our Lord Jesus and are answering to it. Then they are set together and there are bars put in, five bars, and we are told that the middle bar went from one end to the other. It does not say much about the others, we are not told the measurement of them or how they were placed, but the whole thing represents in type the wonderful work of the Spirit. 

We could have referred to the ark and the mercy-seat, but I think most of us would be accustomed to speaking over these things. It is an exercise, especially of those who are older, that we do not run away from the younger ones. We would be patient. David could say, “I have been young, and now am old”, Psalm 37: 25. That is a wonderful thing and what did he say? He recounted something of his experiences. He says, “I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread”. So we go on in the full knowledge that God is looking at us. I often wonder why Naaman the Syrian could take such a long journey, when the only report he had that he could be healed was from a captive maid. She must have made a wonderful impression on Naaman. He brought the letter from the king of Syria to the king of Israel, but he did not do what he was told. How simple for us all to know, and the older ones need to recognise this too, that if we did what we were told when we were told it would be an easier course. Darkness in scripture is not an absence of light, it is a positive working of evil. 

When the Israelites were in Egypt there was a darkness that could be felt, but the Israelites had light in their dwellings. There may be a positive working of evil outside, but we are where the light is, and we should thank God for that. 

Now when we come to Leviticus 7 it says, “And as to the priest that presenteth any man’s burnt-offering, the skin of the burnt-offering which he hath presented shall be the priest’s for himself”. In Ezekiel 37 the scripture refers to the valley of dry bones where the bones came together, bone to its bone, and sinews and 

flesh came up upon them, but then it says they were covered with skin. That is really beautification, the final thing that God does is to make a man beautiful. That would be a person who has come to know the Lord as his Saviour of course. It is only Christ and what is like Him that is beautiful—no more marks of Adam, no more failure. When the children of Israel came through the Jordan they were circumcised; then it says that the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. If you had asked an Israelite what that meant, he would have said, I was a slave in Egypt but the reproach of Egypt has been rolled away. Circumcision is the cutting off of the old man and all that belongs to him, and what comes out is the new man. You are set for glory then, set for Canaan. Do you know what that means? A land flowing with milk and honey. They were labouring in Egypt to get a very frugal living, but there is no frugality connected with Christianity. It begins with a full and free forgiveness initially, and everything else is of that character. So we are on heavenly ground—that is what it means. It speaks about the heavenlies and that is where believers belong. We are not in heaven yet but we have in mind all that belongs to heaven. In the Lord’s administration we come into His bounty and so we know what is involved in that. “And as to the priest that presenteth any man’s burnt-offering, the skin of the burnt-offering which he hath presented shall be the priest’s for himself”. That skin would have to be taken care of, and he would say, What am I going to do with this? The Lord sometimes leaves us with a question like that. Well, he would have to cure it in some way for that is how things are preserved. 

Now Gideon was referred to this morning as being a good soldier. He is introduced as threshing wheat in the wine-press. That meant of course that he was not treading the grapes in it. This was a serious time in Israel’s history, it looked as if everything was finished. Have you ever felt that everything was finished? We pass through exercises and we wonder sometimes. When will it 

finish? or, Will we be finished? Not Gideon, there was a winepress there and it was not being used. There were no grapes there, there was a famine. These invaders had taken everything. 

On account of the unfaithfulness of God’s people, that was true, but that did not stop Gideon from threshing wheat in the winepress. It was a strenuous job and it involved being in a very curtailed area because he had to hide it from the Midianites. He had been with God who had let him into His secret. The barley harvest represents Christ, and the wheat harvest, Christ in the saints. So he was really planning to foster what was spiritual and to bring it all out. You may say that not much would be seen with that; but he was doing it and he was going to save somebody, and God was watching him. 

You may be in a small locality, and most of us have experience of being in a small locality, but do not give up, keep on threshing wheat, and you will find that God answers you. It says in chapter 6, “And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour”, Judges 6: 12. Gideon was referred to as being a soldier, but this is what he was doing, threshing wheat in the winepress, a mighty man of valour. It is God’s estimate of what you do in your locality; God’s estimate of what I do in my locality. It is a wonderful thing to get a sense that God is pleased with you. God called him a mighty man of valour. So he does what he is told. The first thing that a soldier learns is discipline. 

Some know more about soldiering than I do, but even the service that I was in we had a discipline code, and we were told that that was in view of holding a body of men together under control. So it is just to be like that with the saints. We had references this afternoon to questioning matters, but there is no questioning if you are in the army. If you are a serviceman there is no questioning, but there is a way through and the way through is, do what you are told when you are told. So, these men who had joined up with him had to be put to the test. They had to be taken down to the water. It is a strange way to test soldiers but he took them to the water, “and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself”. They were not self-indulgent. 

I hope the sisters are listening because in those days sisters had to act, and we could have read in Judges about certain sisters who did act. There was one who sat under a palm-tree and she judged Israel. I wonder if all the sisters have a palm-tree, that is, that they have got the victory. Do you understand what I mean? We are all tested. Now are we going through and getting the victory? Deborah did. There is another one; the enemy came to Jael’s place and she took him in. Sisera asked for water, but she gave him milk, and then she put a cover over him and let him sleep. And then it says she took a tent-pin and a hammer, “She put her hand to the tent-pin. And her right hand to the workmen’s hammer”, Judges 5: 26. There was skill in it, and so she dealt with the enemy. Sisters like those deserve to be mentioned in scripture. It is a great thing for God to take up a man or a woman and we can speak of them today. 

Now Gideon took the men down to the water and they lapped, three hundred of them, and the others were told to go away. The three hundred were given pitchers, earthen pitchers, and lights in the pitchers, and they were given trumpets. The pitchers were to be broken, there was no light until the pitchers were broken. They were given command and the pitchers were broken. We had an old brother in one of the localities I was in and he said, They knocked them together. So that is what we are set together for; we are not to harm one another but it is that the pitchers might be broken and the light might shine. We find that these persons go down and the enemy fled. Later on he questions the enemy as to the kind of men they slew, and they replied, “As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king”, Judges 8: 18. There must have been something very regal about Gideon. He had six brothers, I think, with the same features as himself. That could happen if we were more Christ-like in our localities, we would find that the brethren are all the same. When Solomon got the trees from Huram to build the temple they were floated in rafts. It has been said that there would have been a lot of rubbing together in very tight circumstances, but in the doing of it they would have been cured at the same time. A brother, now with the Lord, who was in the timber trade, said that that was the way they cured the big logs, they put them into the water and let them dry out slowly. You might think that that was the worst thing you could do but then there were no shakes in the wood. That was the way they were cured. That is like being dipped in the waters of baptism and being true to our baptism; then to be conscious that we have all the rough edges knocked off and we are ready to be built into the divine system. 

Now I want to speak about 2 Timothy. We cannot speak about a good soldier without thinking of this portion. Two things referred to in chapter 1 are Timothy’s tears and Paul’s chain. Now bear in mind that the Christian pathway may involve tears like Timothy’s. Paul speaks about seeing his tears. How that affected Paul, and then Paul’s chain following. We need Paul’s chain, I hope we all understand that. We cannot be let loose in the world, that would never do. You may have heard this before, but it is the string that holds the kite down that holds the kite up. If there was no restriction, the kite would not get off the ground. So bear in mind that the Lord has that in mind; if you are going to be in God’s service you have to accept restriction. So in 2 Timothy 2 where we read it says, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier”. Well, we have been enlisted and I trust we want to please the Lord; so then we have to drop off certain 

things. If a Christian gets entangled with the affairs of this life he is disqualified as a good soldier. We would all like to be good soldiers, so little things that cling to us we would gladly get rid of them, in order to be pleasing to the One who has died for us and now lives for us. 

For His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach
22 December 2000

 


Scripture references

Exodus 4:14-15 (JND) [14] Then the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also behold, he goeth out to meet thee; and when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart. [15] And thou shalt speak unto him, and put the words in his mouth; and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.

Exodus 36:19-34 (JND) [19] And he made a covering for the tent [of] rams' skins dyed red, and a covering of badgers' skins above [that]. [20] And he made the boards for the tabernacle of acacia-wood, standing up; [21] ten cubits the length of the boards, and one cubit and a half the breadth of one board; [22] two tenons in one board, connected one with the other: thus did he make for all the boards of the tabernacle. [23] And he made the boards for the tabernacle: twenty boards for the south side southward; [24] and he made forty bases of silver under the twenty boards, two bases under one board, for its two tenons, and two bases under another board for its two tenons. [25] And for the other side of the tabernacle, on the side toward the north, he made twenty boards, [26] and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one board, and two bases under another board. [27] And at the rear of the tabernacle, westward, he made six boards; [28] and he made two boards for the corners of the tabernacle at the rear; [29] and they were joined beneath, and were coupled together at the top thereof into one ring: thus he did to both of them in both the corners; [30] and there were eight boards, and their silver bases: sixteen bases, under every board two bases. …

Leviticus 7:8 (JND) [8] And [as to] the priest that presenteth any man's burnt-offering, the skin of the burnt-offering which he hath presented shall be the priest's for himself.

Judges 7:1-6 (JND) [1] And Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, arose early, and all the people that were with him, and they encamped beside the spring Harod; and he had the camp of Midian on the north by the hill of Moreh in the valley. [2] And Jehovah said to Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give Midian into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. [3] And now proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whoever is timid and afraid, let him go back and turn from mount Gilead. And there went back of the people twenty-two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. [4] And Jehovah said to Gideon, Still the people are many; bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there, and it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. [5] And he brought down the people to the water; and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down on his knees to drink. [6] And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water.

2 Timothy 2:1-4 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

Romans 10:9-10 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved. [10] For with [the] heart is believed to righteousness; and with [the] mouth confession made to salvation.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Exodus 36 (JND) [1] Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every man that was wise-hearted, in whom Jehovah had put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work of the service of the sanctuary according to all that Jehovah had commanded. [2] And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every man that was wise-hearted, in whose heart God had put wisdom, every one whose heart moved him to come to the work to do it. [3] And they took from Moses every heave-offering that the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it. And they still brought him voluntary offerings morning by morning. …

Psalms 37:25 (JND) [25] I have been young, and now am old, and I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread:

Leviticus 7 (JND) [1] And this is the law of the trespass-offering it is most holy: [2] in the place where they slaughter the burnt-offering shall they slaughter the trespass-offering; and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle on the altar round about. [3] And he shall present of it all the fat thereof; the fat tail and the fat that covereth the inwards, …

Ezekiel 37 (JND) [1] The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and Jehovah carried me out in the Spirit, and set me down in the midst of a valley; and it was full of bones. [2] And he caused me to pass by them round about; and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and behold, they were very dry. [3] And he said unto me, Son of man, Shall these bones live? And I said, Lord Jehovah, thou knowest. …

Judges 6:12 (JND) [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

Judges 5:26 (JND) [26] She put her hand to the tent-pin, And her right hand to the workmen's hammer; And she smote Sisera, she struck through his head, Shattered and pierced through his temples.

Judges 8:18 (JND) [18] Then said he to Zebah and Zalmunna, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



THE SON OF MAN

W. McKillop 

Mark 10: 45; Luke 5: 24, 25; John 3: 11–15; 6: 27 

It is on my heart to say something about the Son of man. It is a title that the Lord used of Himself. As we are here in this preaching, He would intend that title to give us to understand that He is sympathetic towards us whatever the state of our souls may be. He would also give us to understand that He has done what is necessary in order to help us in our souls, for He said that He came to give His life a ransom for many. It would be of great importance to anyone here who may still be in his sins to understand that the Son of man has authority to forgive your sins. This title, the Son of man, occurs some sixty times in the four gospels; in Ezekiel, who in many ways is a type of Christ, the title appears more than ninety times, so clearly it is intended to draw out our interest in this Person who has come alongside of us and designated Himself as the Son of man. We know there are other titles, such as the Son of God, which refers to Him on God’s side as having come to manifest the Father’s name and effectuate the Father’s counsels; to undo the works of the devil and establish a sphere of eternal life beyond death, indeed, one of the great points in Ephesians 4 as to the exercise of gift is “until we all arrive at ... the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ephesians 4: 13). But I would like to draw your attention to the Son of man and have you understand that the Lord Jesus is to be known in this way in your moral history. 

The Son of man came into this world; He says, “the Son of man did not come to be ministered to”. He did not come to be the Object of the solicitous attention of men, nor was He, except for a few women who ministered to Him of their substance. He was largely a Man of sorrows left alone and rejected of men. He also adds, “but to minister”; that is to serve you in whatever way you need that you might be helped in your soul. Whether it be that you need your sins forgiven, He has authority to do that; or whether you need to have a new state by the gift of the Spirit so that you are empowered morally in your life, He has authority to act in that way. All this involved that He had to deliver us from the power of Satan, so He says, “give his life a ransom for many”. We have spoken about the uniqueness of that precious and holy life, what it meant to God and what it meant to Him. Speaking reverently, as Man here the Lord loved His life, the life that He lived Godward among men, the life in which He moved into the most despised strata of society. He brought blessing with Him and brought the power of God to relieve persons from the power of Satan and the power of sin; to fill unsatisfied hearts with living water that springs up into eternal life; especially to deliver man from his ignorance of God and give him to understand that He, the Son of man, had come in on man’s behalf in order that all He brought from God should be operative for the blessing of men. What was true then is still true now. The title Son of man still applies to Him. 

He is not now on the earth, as we know, for He has gone into heaven; Stephen says, “I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing”, Acts 7: 56. Stephen looked into heaven and he saw the Son of man there, after He had given His life a ransom for many. I hope everyone here is included in that “many”. You might say, Did He not give His life for all? Well, He gave His life “a ransom for many”. The value of His work is towards all men—“righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all”, Romans 3: 22. That was established indubitably in the Lord’s redemptive work. But it is “upon all those who believe”. The “all those who believe” would be the same as “the many” who are spoken of in this passage. I think it is sobering to consider that not everyone will be saved. There is a class of persons in this world that are called ‘the lost’ (2 Corinthians 4: 3, 4); they will never be saved. We should be clear that it is not that they have been predestined to be lost; they were in view for blessing along with all others, but in refusing the overtures of God’s grace they indicate that they are among ‘the lost’. Indeed the apostle says elsewhere, “pray for us ... that we may be delivered from bad and evil men, for faith is not the portion of all”, 2 Thessalonians 3: 1, 2. And so the “many” here are those that the Son of man gave His life to ransom. 

As Son of man He will take up His title to the whole creation, which will include men and angels and all else that is under heaven. But He gave His life to ransom persons, who belong to Him creationally, from the power of Satan. I do not know anything that should touch our hearts more deeply, than to understand that He gave His life to ransom us who belong to Him creationally, so that we might also belong to Him redemptively. That is really why the glad tidings are preached, that we might be attracted to this blessed Person who gave His life a ransom “for many”. I hope that every person here is among the “many”. I would say especially to those who are younger, do not assume that because you are growing up in an assembly household that you are automatically saved. I would appeal to the children and the young people not to assume too much about yourself and your eternal welfare. Faith, you know, is not transmissible through your parents. Faith is the gift of God and you must have to do with Him yourself. You must have to do with the Son of man yourself to arrive at the clear and certain knowledge that He has given His life a ransom for you. 

I refer to this man in Luke 5, who is mentioned in the other gospels, because it brings up the very first thing that the Lord would do for you as Son of man. Having given His life a ransom for many, He has a moral right to come to you in the glad tidings and say, Your sins are forgiven. The question is whether you are interested in that great matter or are you going to be content to drift along assuming because your parents are believers that somehow you are going to be saved. I would urge you to have to do with this blessed Man who is so sympathetic about your needs. He says to this person, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee” (Luke 5: 20). Now the Lord was saying this anticipatively because He was going to give His life a ransom for many including this man. Now that the great work of redemption is accomplished He can come to you and say, The work is completed, it is presented to you to be believed. “So faith then is by report, but the report by God’s word”, Romans 10: 17. The word of God leads to a report, which is what this preaching is. It is a certain report that the Spirit of God has brought down, generation after generation, about this blessed Person and His redemptive work, and it is coming to you at this time to be believed. So He said, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee”. The man was paralysed, so I suppose, if we thought about things humanly, we would say that what he needed was to have his paralysis healed first. What the Lord would say to you as Son of man is, I am sympathetic with your present moral condition of paralysis. I know that you are unable to function Godward; I know that you are unable to move in power in your life, so things have power over you that I intend to deliver you from. 

But before you can acquire the power, you need this moral issue of your sins to be settled. So He says, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee”. Then in view of the questioning that arises, He says, “which is easier, to say, Thy sins are forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, he said to the paralysed man, I say to thee, Arise, and take up thy little couch and go to thine house”. 

The Son of man is very sympathetic with your present state of incapacity morally. You might think you are an important person; you might think that your affairs are very important but the Son of man would say sympathetically, You need to get a clear view of things now that your sins have been forgiven. So He said, “I say to thee, Arise, and take up thy little couch”. 

You may say, It could not have been very little because it took four to bring him in, but the Son of man would give you to see things from His point of view. What you need is not to be just lying inertly, letting others carry you, but you need to find power by receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is really what the power is, but clearly you cannot receive that gift until you have been cleared of your sins. It was the faith of the others, as the passage shows, that brought the person into the Lord’s presence. It was their faith that brought him there; indeed the Lord is looking at the faith of others about you at this time. It may be others in your family are moving in faith in regard of what might transpire in your history in this meeting; the Lord is looking at their faith. He is not only looking at your incapacity, He is not only considering your sins that need forgiving, but He is thinking about the concerned faith of other persons here, person who know and love you and have made sure that at least once again you are in the presence of the Son of man so that you should become able to function Godward and be righteously in control of your life. 

So He said to him, “Arise, and take up thy little couch and go to thine house”. That is, the Lord is sending him back into the environment of faith and love where persons are who were concerned about him. That is where the Lord would have you to be a testimony first. It is a much more important matter that in the household where you have been growing up, and where you may have been noted more for your self-will than anything else, you should go back there after this preaching as somebody who is now subject to the Lord, subject to your parents, subject to your local brethren and very, very thankful that the Son of man has come alongside you in His sympathy and in the exercise of His power to deliver you. So the man did this, “having taken up that whereon he was laid, he departed to his house, glorifying God”. Have you ever really been convicted that you have not been glorifying God? Your mouth has not been opened in His praise? Your life has not indicated that you value His mercy? All that is to change; the Son of man has power to change these things so that you are not what you were before. It will be a great triumph if you go back glorifying God and can say that today you have had to do with the Son of man, and now you are moving in obedience and righteousness and you are having part by the Holy Spirit in the service of God. 

Now this was no light matter that the Son of man could say these things to persons and do these things. In John 3, He says to Nicodemus, “no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven”. This is to impress you with the glory of a divine Person who has come down in order to meet certain matters in your history and to meet certain conditions in the race. He says, “he who came down out of heaven”. Have you ever thought about the Lord coming down out of heaven to give his life a ransom for many? He could not do it in heaven; it had to be done here on earth because this is where Satan’s power was exercised and where men in their ignorance of God were going on in darkness and self-will. So He came down out of heaven. No one else ever did that. But think of Him saying to you as He said to Nicodemus, “he who came down out of heaven”. And then He would say to you, No one has gone up into heaven, save the Son of man who came down out of heaven. The Lord would impress on you that He came down but He went up. 

Then the wondrous fact is that while He was down here, He was still in heaven, for He says, “the Son of man who is in heaven”. Would you not like to know a Person like this, who could come down out of heaven and yet still be in heaven? it would refer, of course, to the Lord’s own associations of life with the Father. While coming down here to deal with conditions in the race as they existed — darkness and death, sorrow and self-will—at the same time He was the Son of man who is in heaven. 

He goes on to say, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”. He has been lifted up; He was lifted up between heaven and earth on that cross, just as Moses put the serpent of brass on a pole. Think of Him, the Son of man who came down out of heaven, and there He is on a cross between heaven and earth, lifted up in order to bring home to us God’s judgment of the very root of sin in the universe. Sin, as scripture shows, came into the universe through Satan, but it came into the world through man, it came into the world through Adam, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death”, Romans 5: 12. The only way that that state could be met was by the Son of man being lifted up, “that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

The Son of man is proposing to give you a kind of life about which maybe you know nothing even now. Maybe you have heard the term in the meeting, life eternal, but you have had no capacity to take in what it conveys, because you have never understood that in order to get that blessing you must believe on the Son of man who was lifted up. He must become the object of faith. It is not only that your sins are to be forgiven, but that your faith is to be firmly attached to that blessed Person, the Son of man. He who was lifted up between heaven and earth, in order that we might be delivered from the power of Satan and the power of death, and that as believing on Him we might have life eternal. Well, that is really the end in view in the glad tidings 

with regard to what takes place on the earth. We know there are other matters that the Lord connects with the heavenly realm—we spoke about some of them in the reading, brethren of Christ, the bride of Christ, and the sons of God—but the great issue for us as here on the earth is that we should come into the gain of eternal life. Paul writing about the gospel in Romans tells us, “the end eternal life” (Romans 6: 22). The moral terminus with regard to your spiritual history on the earth is that you should come into an area where eternal life is enjoyed. 

In John 6 the Son of man provides food that will sustain you in the joy of eternal life. Jesus said, “Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which abides unto life eternal”. 

There is such food, food that abides unto life eternal; the Son of man, He says, shall give it to you. Then He adds, “for him has the Father sealed, even God”. Let that come into your soul in this meeting, that God has distinguished this one Man in the entire universe. He has committed Himself irrevocably to Him, “him has the Father sealed, even God”. The public evidence was there when the Lord came out of the waters of the Jordan, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him. He was sealed for service, but then as having gone on high He received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit so that the sealing runs through, “him has the Father sealed, even God”. God has committed Himself eternally to Christ, and He would have you understand that this blessed Person, the Son of man is going to fill the universe for God. He is going to fill it with persons whose hearts are attached to Him because He has given His life a ransom for them. He has forgiven their sins, He has dealt with their moral incapacity by giving the gift of the Holy Spirit, He has opened up the sphere of eternal life, and He is providing food that will sustain them in the realm of eternal life. 

I would like to leave the impression with all of us that the Son of man is moving sympathetically not only towards sinners but also toward persons whose sins He 

has forgiven, whose moral weakness He has relieved and replaced with the power of the Holy Spirit. He is sympathetically saying to you, Now there is food that will keep you outside this scene of death and dearth, and will maintain you in spiritual plenty, spiritual light and joy and power. The time is coming, as He says in another place, when the Son of man will appear with power and great glory. That time is coming and the “many” for whom He gave His life a ransom will appear with Him. The apostle Paul says, “When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”, Colossians 3: 4. Christianity is no mean, limited matter. You need to let the glory and magnificence of it appeal to you at this time and draw you to the Son of man. Let Him minister to you, for He said, “he came not to be ministered to, but to minister”. Not only to give His life a “ransom for many” but to minister. A feature of that blessed heavenly administration is the food which abides unto life eternal. 

May the Spirit of God help us to have a fresh view of the glory of the Son of man and His attractiveness. May our hearts be freshly touched by His sympathy with us and His readiness to come alongside of us whatever the condition of our souls. We belong to Him anyway; even those that do not accept His claim redemptively will one day find that He will assert His claim creationally over them because all judgment has been committed into the hand of the Son. We are not, thank God, in that time. We are in the time when this blessed divine Person, who has been lifted up between heaven and earth, is coming alongside of you in His grace and power to bring you into what is available for you—eternal life. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Adelaide
23 April 2000 

 


Scripture references

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

Luke 5:24-25 (JND) [24] But that ye may know that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, he said to the paralysed man, I say to thee, Arise, and take up thy little couch and go to thine house. [25] And immediately standing up before them, having taken up that whereon he was laid, he departed to his house, glorifying God.

John 3:11-15 (JND) [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

John 6:27 (JND) [27] Work not [for] the food which perishes, but [for] the food which abides unto life eternal, which the Son of man shall give to you; for him has the Father sealed, [even] God.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;

Acts 7:56 (JND) [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (JND) [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 (JND) [1] For the rest, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also with you; [2] and that we may be delivered from bad and evil men, for faith [is] not [the portion] of all.

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

Luke 5:20 (JND) [20] And seeing their faith, he said, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

Romans 10:17 (JND) [17] So faith then [is] by a report, but the report by God's word.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.



THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST

T. D. Beveridge 

Luke 2: 10–14, 19, 25–33, 40–52; 3: 21–23; 4: 14–16, 21, 22; John 19: 6 (“Behold the man!”); Acts 1: 10, 11 

I would like to speak briefly about the greatness of Christ. Not everyone appreciates how great our Lord Jesus Christ is. If you went out into the city of Edinburgh, I do not suppose many persons there would have any appreciation of the greatness of Christ. Have you an appreciation of the greatness of Christ? I ask myself, How much does He mean to me? I read in Luke’s gospel because Luke tells us of the humanity of Christ. A most wonderful thing is the humanity of Christ. It is a very wonderful thing that the blessed God Himself, as we have in John’s gospel, the God who was there in the beginning, came into His creation, the Word became flesh. The blessed God came into the world, He came in in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. What a wonderful, immense thing that is. It was a move from Godhead glory. It says that He emptied Himself, taking a bondman’s form—that was the Lord Jesus Christ. He came into these conditions in which we are, He came in in a bodily form. 

The first scripture we read speaks of the Lord Jesus as a babe. It says, “And this is the sign to you”. I am not going to go into the scriptures I have read in detail but I would like to highlight by the Spirit’s help certain features of the Lord Jesus, and one of the first allusions is to Him as a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes. I think that has been linked with the mystery of the Lord Jesus being found here in human form. He was there as a babe. Can you think of anything more attractive? I speak practically now because there are many families amongst us with babies. How attractive it is that the Lord Jesus came in in that form. It did not affect all the great Roman powers and Jewish personages that were there, but some persons were affected. That is how I would like to refer to this scripture, considering persons who were affected by the greatness of Christ. 

I have read of Simeon and what a remarkable person he was. It says, “there was a man in Jerusalem”. I suppose in Jerusalem there would be thousands of men but the scripture says here of Simeon, “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem”. This kind of man was just and pious and certain things were communicated to him. I think, if we are in a right moral state, the Spirit of God will communicate wonderful things to us, impressions of the greatness of Christ. How great He is; there is no one greater than Christ. It says of Simeon, “there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him”. How interested he was in the incoming of Christ. Others perhaps surrounding him had no interest in Him, but this man had an interest in Him. It says, “the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. I would just like to highlight this, we have the Babe, and then it says of Simeon, “he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus ... he received him into his arms”. Jesus was a Babe and this man was able to take Him. You think of what is meant when it says, “he received him into his arms”. What feelings would come into that man’s soul as he took the Babe into his arms! What an experience he had and how he could bless God, saying, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace”. I think the man had some appreciation of the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now His parents were obviously affected by it, and I think we grow in our appreciation of the greatness of Christ. I do not think that at the beginning of my pathway I fully understood, nor do I yet understand, the 

greatness of Christ. It says, “Mary kept all these things in her mind, pondering them in her heart”. It also says after Simeon had held Him in his arms and spoken of Him, “his father and mother wondered at the things which were said concerning him”. Then you have Anna, and how valuable it is to have persons like Simeon and Anna, pious persons, in our localities. 

Godliness—O, is it a scarce commodity? Let it not be scarce. Let us have desires to be pious persons and godly persons. I can remember when I was younger, aged godly sisters, bringing an atmosphere to the meetings. They were not taking part vocally in the meetings but by their presence they brought in something that affected the atmosphere; they were pious persons. I think Simeon and Anna would bring a good atmosphere into the local meeting, as having a great appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ. It says of Anna that she was a prophetess, and “spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem”. What an activity to speak well of Christ! 

Then it goes on to speak about the boy Jesus. That is His humanity, a babe, a child, a boy. How wonderful it is to think that the Lord Jesus, the Lord of glory, was here in that human form and went through all these stages. We are told something about Him as a boy. He was in the temple hearing. Sometimes as a boy you like to assert yourself. Young people like to assert themselves. It says of the Lord Jesus, He was “hearing them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers”. There was perfection in the Lord Jesus, but then its application to ourselves is to encourage us to be like Himself. So He goes on here with His parents, and it says, “And when they saw him they were amazed—and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us?” After this “he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them”. How affecting, the boy Jesus being subject to His parents! I raise a question with the younger brethren. Are you subject to your parents? Do you find that attractive? 

Subjection is not a thing that is appreciated in the world. In the world you have to be aggressive and ambitious and set yourself in a certain way to override other people to get to the top. That is the way of the world, but that was not so in the Lord’s humanity. “He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them”. I would encourage our young ones to see the loveliness of subjection. 

Then it says, “And his mother kept all these things in her heart”. Mothers are very important, mothers in our localities, but natural mothers too are very important because they can be very ambitious for their children. They may want to promote them and that is not always for the best; they may want to set them up in the world but that is not God’s idea. Someone has said that the higher up you go in this world the nearer you get to the god and prince of this world. 

So the best thing is to keep lowly and subject, and let these features of Christ shine. “And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men”. How wonderful the time of Christ’s humanity was, and it was real. Luke’s gospel is full of the greatness of Christ and the things that He did. At His baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him as a dove, and a voice came out of heaven saying, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. How He was loved by the Father! O the greatness of the Son, the greatness of Christ! That voice was for the Lord Jesus Himself, the Father saying, “in thee I have found my delight”. 

Then it speaks about Him being about thirty years old. We can understand these terms. When you get to forty or forty-five you are halfway through your life, more or less; not many persons live beyond ninety years. I am saying that because there is a need to act responsibly. 

Jesus came to about thirty years and then He began His public ministry. I am saying these things, beloved brethren, for I feel the need myself to be more wholly committed to what is of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The danger is always to be drawn away from Him. It says of Him that he “was beginning to be about thirty years old”. He had endured the temptations and then it says, “he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read”. Then after He had read it says, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?” 

They had no real appreciation of who was there. “Is not this the son of Joseph?” The light of who was there speaking to them in this way they did not grasp. O beloved brethren, may we grasp something of the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Today, if never before, let the greatness of Christ affect our hearts. Let us not be as these persons here who did not appreciate Him. 

Now we could have read through the whole gospel of Luke, and perhaps that would have been of more value than what one can say, but I read in John’s gospel because you get the Man in John’s gospel. In John 4 the woman says, “Come, see a man”. The blind man in John 9 says, “A man called Jesus” and here the governor Pilate says, “Behold the man!” Here was something being said publicly about the Lord Jesus Christ in His greatness. He says, “Behold the man!” although the scripture speaks of the way they mocked Him. They did not appreciate who Christ was. I raise the question again with each one of us, Do we appreciate Christ in all His greatness? The word from the persons there was “Crucify, crucify him”. 

They had no appreciation of Christ. How is our appreciation of Christ to grow? It is by feeding upon Him, by reading about Him, by considering Him as He is being spoken of as we are together with some fresh glimpse of His glory coming into our souls. What came into the woman in John 4 so that she said, “Come, see a man”. She had left all the other things that she had. The man who was blind said, “A man called Jesus”. He had had an experience with Him. Have you had an experience with Christ? I ask myself that, How real have been my experiences with the Lord Jesus Christ? How much does He mean to me? He desires from our gatherings together that He may increase the place that He has in our hearts. He Himself would not increase, but our appreciation of Him is to increase. 

I read in the Acts of the Apostles because Christ is on high. He is no longer here. His life on earth, how brief it was, approximately thirty-three and a half years, but He is no longer here. 

He has gone by way of death, and He is now in heaven. He is in glory and He has been given the highest place; He has been crowned with glory and honour. How He is honoured there. I meant to speak at the beginning of what was said about the angels, as soon as Christ came on to view in Luke 2 it says, “suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host”. They recognised the greatness of Christ, they knew who was there, their Creator. They had seen Him there as a babe and that affected these angelic beings. O may it affect us more. 

May it affect our hearts, the greatness of Christ. 

Now the last scripture I read for that expression, “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven”, the One that the disciples had been with in their lives. How they had learned to love the Lord Jesus and to trust Him. How they felt it when He said He was going away, and He spoke of the Comforter who would be given to them. If He did not go He said they would not be given the Comforter. Then as He was going, the two men in white clothing said, “This Jesus who has been taken up from you”. He is no longer here, He is in glory, a living Man, and He is there for us. God has given Him the highest place. I do not have any more to say, but I do trust that Christ may become greater to every one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
16 October 1999 
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Scripture references

Luke 2:10-52 (JND) [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. [15] And it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. [16] And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger; [17] and having seen [it] they made known about the country the thing which had been said to them concerning this child. [18] And all who heard [it] wondered at the things said to them by the shepherds. [19] But Mary kept all these things [in her mind], pondering [them] in her heart. [20] And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all things which they had heard and seen, as it had been said to them. [21] And when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising him, his name was called Jesus, which was the name given by the angel before he had been conceived in the womb. …

Luke 3:21-23 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. [23] And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old; being as was supposed son of Joseph; of Eli,

Luke 4:14-22 (JND) [14] And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee; and a rumour went out into the whole surrounding country about him; [15] and *he* taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. [16] And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read. [17] And [the] book of the prophet Esaias was given to him; and having unrolled the book he found the place where it was written, [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered, [19] to preach [the] acceptable year of [the] Lord. [20] And having rolled up the book, when he had delivered it up to the attendant, he sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him. [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

Acts 1:10-11 (JND) [10] And as they were gazing into heaven, as he was going, behold, also two men stood by them in white clothing, [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …
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