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THE WARS OF CANAAN

J. Renton 

Judges 3: 1–4; Ephesians 6: 10–18 

We often hear the question asked as to why there are conflicts and difficulties, why all localities are not in perfect peace. We learn from this scripture in the book of Judges that Jehovah left certain nations. From one point of view the children of Israel failed to dispossess these nations, but from another point of view, Jehovah left them “to prove Israel by them, all that had not known all the wars of Canaan”. The children of Israel were to “know war by learning it”, and we are to expect conflict as long as we are here. Each generation has to be built up in view of facing conflict, because there are enemies, and because, according to Ephesians 6, there is a great universal struggle going on continually, not against blood and flesh, but against principalities and authorities, “against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies”. These unseen angelic powers opposed to the testimony are ever active and there is never a moment when there are not critical conditions somewhere. 

It has been rightly said that there has never been a time since the revival, to which our brother referred, when there have not been critical conditions somewhere. When the Lord comes to reign, all these enemies will be dealt with; these universal lords, these principalities and authorities will all be dealt with. But they are not dealt with yet, they are left. These nations that we read of in Judges 3 were left purposely by Jehovah “to prove 

Israel by them”. The Lord loves to prove His own work and He loves to see persons proving themselves in the testimony, not just professedly but with purpose of heart; conflict proves such persons. 

This scripture in Judges views the people of God as having inherited the land of promise, the land of Canaan, which was promised from the days of Abraham; but certain nations were left there. The previous book, the book of Joshua, unfolds to us how the land of promise was secured through seven years of intense conflict. Now, that has been so in the history of the testimony; there has been intense conflict to secure the land of promise. The land of promise for us, in a few words, would be the enjoyment of eternal life, for eternal life is the great promise of God. Corresponding with the book of Joshua, think of the conflicts there have been! Think of the conflict as to eternal life; what a conflict that was! How many were lost in that conflict for the truth of eternal life! The truth of eternal life was recovered and has been maintained, just as in this book of Judges the land of promise had been secured. 

The warfare in Ephesians 6 is a defensive struggle; every part of the panoply is defensive. It is not so much a question of going ahead and securing territory; the territory is viewed as having been secured through conflict. The land is often spoken of as being God’s purpose, but it was promised to Abraham. The great promise of God is eternal life. Now the enjoyment of eternal life means that as set together the Lord Jesus has His rightful place, the Holy Spirit’s presence is known, and brethren dwell together in unity. These are the conditions for the enjoyment of eternal life; but then how busy the enemy is! He can bring in feeling between brothers and between sisters, he will do his utmost to hinder the enjoyment of 

eternal life by whatever means he can use. 

Hence the reference to these enemies, “five lordships of the Philistines”. We know what the Philistines represent; the will of man and the mind of man. It speaks about “all the Canaanites”; the Canaanites were extensive in the land of Canaan; and then the Sidonians, and then “the Hivites that dwell on mount Lebanon; from mount Baal-Hermon ...” It is very like the description of the enemies in Ephesians 6. “Five lordships of the Philistines” may be likened to the “universal lords of this darkness”. “Spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies” may be likened to these references to mountains linked with the Hivites. “Our struggle” is always going on, but there is provision in the panoply of God to be able to stand in this struggle and maintain the conditions that the land of promise would suggest, the enjoyment of eternal life in our gatherings. That is what the enemy is against. He cannot do much about individuals being faithful and testifying, but he can be successful in hindering the enjoyment of the conditions of eternal life in our gatherings together. 

We need therefore to appreciate the panoply of God with which we shall be able to stand, for the panoply, or the whole armour, of God, is defensive. “Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil ... For this reason take to you the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day”. The evil day is when the struggle comes to our locality, when we are involved in the struggle. Of course we always ought to be involved in prayer regarding “our struggle” because it is one great universal struggle, but “the evil day” might refer to when the artifices of the devil are manifest in our own place. We are not to look for a panoply then, the 

panoply is to be on before then. “For this reason take to you the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand. Stand therefore ...” These three references to “stand” would indicate this defensive warfare in which we all ought to be involved, and we shall only stand as having on this panoply. 

The first item is, “having girt about your loins with truth”; that is not just the truth known, but the truth formed in the believer. All these elements involve formation, not just knowledge, as our brother has said, but formation, “having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace”—truth, righteousness, peace. “Besides all these, having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one. Have also the helmet of salvation ...” We had salvation on Lord’s day afternoon, over against persons being led astray. “The helmet of salvation” would protect our minds, not by mental ability, but by our minds being formed. “The helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word”. The sword is part of this defensive warfare. You would not find a soldier defending a position without a weapon. The sword is needed to defend, to hinder the enemy from intruding. All these elements in the armour, as far as I can see, are defensive. And then, 

“praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints”. 

We need to realise, dear brethren, young people included, that we need to be built up in our souls, in our affections, to defend the enjoyment of the promise that God has made us at the present time. 

Eternal life is the promise of God, just as the land of Canaan was the promise of God. Our struggle is continuous, for the enemy is always attacking somewhere. Let us be concerned to be built up! Let us realise that there is such a thing as the panoply of God, involving the believer formed in these features. Truth; the truth about everything, righteousness, peace—

how much this kind of preparation is needed; “and shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace”—faith, salvation, the sword of the Spirit, prayer, “praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints”— all seasons, all prayer, all perseverance, all the saints. May we know something about this! We are not to expect a perfect, tranquil order of things, because we are being proved, and the enemies are very real and ever active. 

The Lord would nevertheless encourage us that we should be built up in our knowledge of God and in these features in this chapter, that we might not be overcome but be overcomers. 

May it be so for His own sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
22 January 1985 

 


Scripture references

Judges 3:1-4 (JND) [1] And these are the nations that Jehovah left, to prove Israel by them, all that had not known all the wars of Canaan; [2] only that the generations of the children of Israel might know war by learning it, at the least those who before had known nothing thereof: [3] five lord ships of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwell on mount Lebanon; from mount Baal-Hermon unto the entering into Hamath. [4] And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of Jehovah, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

Ephesians 6:10-18 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength. [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies. [13] For this reason take [to you] the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand. [14] Stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, [15] and shod your feet with [the] preparation of the glad tidings of peace: [16] besides all [these], having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one. [17] Have also the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word; [18] praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in [the] Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Judges 3 (JND) [1] And these are the nations that Jehovah left, to prove Israel by them, all that had not known all the wars of Canaan; [2] only that the generations of the children of Israel might know war by learning it, at the least those who before had known nothing thereof: [3] five lord ships of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwell on mount Lebanon; from mount Baal-Hermon unto the entering into Hamath. …

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …



THE WORD OF GOD

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Hebrews 4: 12–16; John 4: 6–10, 15–18, 28–30 

I desire to say a brief word of exhortation, dear brethren, about the word of God. It is not against us; it is for us. God’s word has in mind that we should come into His purpose, and while we are here in the wilderness, with the opened heavens before us, we need to be preserved. We are preserved by the word of God. It says it is “living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword”. Mr. Darby said that that sword is all blade—it has no handle. That means that when it is used it cuts the person who is using it. It cuts both ways. So in seeking to speak of the word of God you can understand it is a sober exercise. If the sword is all blade it must cut the person who is wielding it. It is intended to affect us all. It says it is living, and if it is living it becomes living in persons, and as living it is operative. If it is the word of God it must be effective, and it must be operating. Our brother said last evening that at one time he thought he would like to have given a ‘profound address’. I do not know who would be capable of that. It reminded me of Mr. Stoney’s word that an intellectual address will exhilarate the brethren, but a spiritual address will sober them, and I am sure that any one addressing such a company—such a dignified company in God’s eyes would desire that the Spirit of truth might be in what is said. It might not be exhilarating; may it be sober, because we are having to do with the living God. 

It speaks of the word “penetrating to the division of soul and spirit”; only the word of God can do that. Soul and spirit cannot be separated. In some sense one is spoken of to include the two. When the life of the believer goes, the spirit departs to be with Christ, and the body is in the grave; but the spirit and soul are not separated. But while we are living here God’s word divides soul and spirit, that is, divides what I am as a man, attached to the creation, and what I am in my spirit as linked with God. You can see the effect, therefore, of the word of God. 

Then it divides joints and marrow. The joints are your actions, and the 

marrow, I would judge, your motives, and one finds the question of motives very searching. 

What is my motive in anything I do? What is my motive in standing here? My action is to speak, but what is my motive? My motive might be right, and my action wrong, or vice versa, but the word of God tests us, especially as to our motives. Is my motive Christ? 

When Jesus was here His motive and object was always His Father. You think of the perfection of that Man, as another has said, ‘Christ is perfect enough to be always good; and as absolutely and infinitely perfect, is always absolutely and infinitely good’ (J. N. Darby, 

‘Notes and Comments’. Vol. 2, p.2). As a Man His motive was always the will of His Father—for example, “Father ... glorify thy Son”; but why?—“That thy Son may glorify thee”, John 17: 1, 2. How perfect in His motives! In the burnt-offering the inwards were opened up—how perfect the motives of Jesus were! I do not know about you, but I find it very difficult to think of a Man who was perfect; who never had one evil thought, never an evil action or a wrong movement. I find it very difficult to think of a Person like that—in fact, it is impossible to have a right conception of Christ apart from the Spirit. If you have some conception of Christ other than from the Spirit, it is a Christ of your own imagination, and that is not the Christ of God. So we are wholly dependent on the Spirit for right impressions of Christ. You will remember it was said to Mary that she would conceive in the womb and then it was also said to her, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of the Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”. It was holy conception, and if I may just use a simple application, the only right conception of Christ in the soul of the believer must be by the Spirit, 

otherwise it is a Christ of your own imagination. 

So the word of God would come to us and challenge us as to this—not to discourage us, but to encourage us, that we might see the Christ of the written word and count on the Spirit for a right impression of that Person. So our motives are tested. Do I love my own opinion more than I love the truth? I fear that may be so. And, consequently, it is very difficult to say I have made a mistake. But if the motive is Christ, as others have said, a spiritual person is quickly adjusted. The word of God reaching David quickly adjusted him, and as the word of God reaches us we would be quickly adjusted if we are spiritual persons. 

I read about the woman because she was in the presence of the Word of God—“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, John 1: 1. 

She became aware of it slowly, that she was in the presence of the Word. I wonder whether every one here, every young person, has had personal dealings with the Lord Jesus like this woman. Although maybe the disciples can be criticised for having gone shopping, as someone has said, twelve persons going shopping for food for thirteen—most housewives would think that an extravagant number—it was no doubt divinely arranged so that this woman should have personal dealings with the Lord Jesus alone. 

Now we were reminded last evening that none of us arranged when we should be born, or into what family we should be born. Those things were in God’s ordering. I wonder if you have ever wondered about your upbringing. If you were brought up in a household in fellowship I wonder whether you have ever thought that perhaps you had been brain-washed, as men say. You may say, Persons down the road were born into a Methodist family, and they are 

still Methodists, and there are others down the road and they mock me when I speak about the Lord Jesus. I think the only answer for that is real affection for Christ and personal dealings with Him. Otherwise when the test comes you may be diverted. 

But how gracious He is! In the latter part of what we read in Hebrews He is spoken of as “a great high priest”. You see, the word of God reaches you. This woman might have shrunk away, as you or I might. The word of God reaches you and you feel you would like to get away from it. Sometimes that is the case in the gospel preaching. But the High Priest is there to support you; He wants to bless you. The Lord Jesus wants you to have present dealings with Him. This woman would never have had another question about anyone down the road, and whether he was brought up a Methodist or a Baptist, or whether he was an atheist or an agnostic—she would have had no difficulty because she had been in the presence of the Word of God in Person and she had known in her soul His support as Priest. So we have in a person a practical, living example of the teaching of Hebrews 4. 

But this woman is now dead; the point is you and me, you young women here, and young men—have you really had personal dealings with the Lord Jesus? He may ask you for something. He did ask of this woman. Some say it is a very good way to approach people, to ask for something. Nature is such that if you ask a person to do something for you they are only too ready to do it. He said to her, “Give me to drink”. There is no evidence that she ever did. But she says, “How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans “. Ah! Jesus said, ‘If you only knew who it is’—“Who it 

is that says to thee. Give me to drink”. Dear young person, if only you knew who it is who desires you to have personal dealings with Him, I am sure you would ask of Him. You would come to Him so that you might have your own conviction. It is essential; especially I press my younger brethren to have your own personal dealings with the Lord, and your own personal conviction from Him as to the truth, so that you know why you are where you are. 

Well, the Lord says, “... thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. This was a conversation between the Creator and the creature—what a wonderful thing! She asks, “Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself?” For fifteen hundred years they had been drinking and thirsting, thirsting and drinking. Jesus says, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. That refers to the Holy Spirit, and Christ as the Giver of living water. Have you received it? I want to appeal to the beloved brethren as to the reality of the Person and the things with which we are dealing. We are not dealing with philosophy, but with realities. 

Is there any young person here who has not received living water from Jesus, who has not had personal dealings with Him? If there is, I would urge you to go to Him. He is ready to support you and to give you living water. He raises this question with her before He speaks about the moral question, and even as to that, how skilfully the Lord treats this woman in this conversation between the Creator and the creature. To my mind that is wonderful! “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”; and here He is sitting by the well speaking to this poor woman. And you see how quickly she comes into deliverance from herself. As we all know, in the simple teaching of it she illustrates deliverance. She is delivered from herself, set free from her sins; she is able to go out and be a testimony to the One who blessed her. We may say God was there; she was in the presence of God. And although she was searched, she was blessed. 

So she leaves her water-pot and goes away into the city and says, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done”. And what were they? Ah! that is a secret between her soul and the Lord. It is not disclosed. We get here only what is necessary for our help. ‘Who told me’—not ‘who told everyone else’. It is a personal, private interview. And each of us needs to have that. The Lord does not expose us. It has often been said that He never publicly exposed a man or a woman, or a servant, unless that person had been secretly warned many times. How gracious the Lord is, and so it was with this woman. She finds herself in the presence of the Word of God, but she finds herself in the presence of the Priest, the One who would support her so that she might get the fullest profit from the word of God and that her motives and her actions might be right from that day forward. 

So God would help us. As I have said, the woman is now with the Lord, so the word is for you and me. Do you receive the word of God? I do trust there is something of the Spirit of truth in what I have conveyed to you as to the word of God being living; living in you, searching in you, and yet a great High Priest to support you so that, instead of running away, you can approach and “receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”. Let each of us, as receiving God’s word and the support of the High Priest, continue in the path, with the opened heavens before us, until the Lord comes. May it be so for His pleasure. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
23 June 1984




Scripture references

Hebrews 4:12-16 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

John 4:6-30 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions). [9] The Samaritan woman therefore says to him, How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here. [17] The woman answered and said, I have not a husband. Jesus says to her, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; …

John 17:1-2 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …



“THE LIVING”






L. McFarlane 

Lamentations 3: 27; Isaiah 38: 1–5, 18, 19 

I desire to speak of the living, dear brethren and friends. Some of us are glad to be here this morning, although we are in the presence of death. The work of God has been completed in our dear brother, he has finished the race. Therefore my word would bear on those of us who remain. While we await the coming of the Lord Jesus we desire to be here among the living. 

We enjoyed the place our beloved brother took in the service of God; he knew what it was to be among the living. 

I am thinking of our dear younger brethren. Our brother began in his youth, he began as a youth to serve the Lord and was, through grace, maintained in consistency throughout his life, consistently following Jesus. He was also marked by a beautiful spirit, and his chief interest was the things of the Lord. I would emphasize that he began as a youth. The word of Jeremiah, a beloved prophet, commends this matter, “It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth”. The Lord says, “Take my yoke upon you”, Matthew 11: 29. That is the only yoke we need, dear brethren and friends, the yoke of Jesus—“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. I trust every person in this hall has a direct link with Jesus; I trust so. Take on His yoke, confess His name, follow Him in this the day of His rejection. 

There are others here to speak and so I will pass on to king Hezekiah. I think he bears out what I have already said. He was only about thirty-nine years of age when this message came to him. I would like to stress that, dear friends; he was a comparatively young man but he began in his youth. He had remarkable influence on the people of God in his day as a young man. We want to stir up our youth. The word came to him that he should die and not live. I trust our houses are in order. The word here was, “Set thy house in order”. I am not referring to the material buildings we live in, I am referring to these bodies in which we are; that is the present application, to the bodies in which we are. God has assembled us, so many are here this morning with a view that we should hear His word and be affected. Our dear brother, as I remarked earlier, was an example to so many and now he has gone we are to imitate his faith. 

He continued quietly day after day in faith, and we are to imitate that. 

Hezekiah, having heard the word, turned his face to the wall and prayed. That is the way; God would speak to our hearts with a view that we turn to Him. Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and he prayed, and later it says he wept much. He felt this matter of death, as we do here this morning, the hand of death and the power of death coming in among the family of God. It is intended that we should feel it. As Hezekiah wept he turned to God. God takes account of our feelings. It is a remarkable thing that before the prophet left the city the word of God came to him. He was to return 

to Hezekiah and tell him that God had added fifteen years to his life. Our brother in his prayer at the outset of this meeting referred to the fact that none of us in this room has any idea when we will have to follow this road, the way of all the earth. Hezekiah used the time allotted to him in the service of God; he says, “The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day”. 

May this word, dear friends, exercise our hearts that we might be found among the living. 

Our brother is no longer with us in this scene; he lives to God, the God of the living, at the present time. This body of humiliation which we put into the grave shall be glorified, we shall have glorified bodies. And we shall see Jesus by-and-by in His body of glory. Well, we await this, dear friends, and while we await that blessed day let us be found among the living. May the Lord bless His word. 

 


Scripture references

Lamentations 3:27 (JND) [27] It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth:

Isaiah 38:1-19 (JND) [1] In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. [2] And Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to Jehovah, [3] and said, Ah, Jehovah, remember, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept much. [4] And the word of Jehovah came to Isaiah, saying, [5] Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of David thy father: I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add to thy days fifteen years. [6] And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this city. [7] And this [shall be] the sign to thee from Jehovah, that Jehovah will do this thing that he hath spoken: [8] behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees which hath gone down with the sun on the dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned on the dial ten degrees, by which it had gone down. [9] The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: [10] I said, In the meridian of my days I shall go to the gates of Sheol: I am deprived of the rest of my years. [11] I said, I shall not see Jah, Jah in the land of the living. With those who dwell where all has ceased to be, I shall behold man no more. [12] Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent. I have cut off like a weaver my life. He separateth me from the thrum: from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. …

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;



“THOU CONTINUEST STILL”

G. D. Pfingst 

Daniel 1: 21; Hebrews 1: 11, 12 

I just want to follow on a little with the thoughts that have come before us as to “the living”. 

Our brother has been identified with the testimony and with the saints in this city for many years. Think of Daniel of old, he continued unto the reign of Cyrus. Outwardly, in the public setting, there were many changes, but Daniel continued. The people of God were in captivity, in the main away from God. Our brother has spoken about consistency, about committal from youth; Daniel was a youth; he purposed a certain thing in his heart and 

apparently he never deviated from that. He continued unto the first year of king Cyrus. So through all the changes experienced in relation to what was around, the deterioration of things publicly and the scattering of the saints—Daniel continued. It is a wonderful thing to find help to continue. Daniel found this help in spite of all that was contrary and so we would find it too today as we are gathered here, fresh strength to continue in relation to the things of God, the things of the Lord, in relation to the assembly and the testimony. Although it may be in weakness, though outwardly and publicly there is opposition, during this time when the Lord Jesus is rejected in this world, we, like Daniel, seek to go on, to continue. 

We know our brother had a link with the Lord, he knew the One who continues, the One who is the Same. Hebrews tells us about the Lord Jesus; He continues still. Most of us here would have a sense of what it is to know the Lord, the One who continues still. As has been said, our brother is not with us now in the testimony; He lives to God. His family feel that loss, the brethren feel that loss, but think of having joy in the face of sorrow because we know the One who continues still. We think of the Lord Jesus, on high at this very moment, not forgetting His people here, living to make intercession for us, and ministering the comfort that comes from God. The Lord Jesus Himself would afford comfort; the blessed Spirit is “another Comforter”. We think of the Lord Jesus continuing still. Some spoke of “... a certain Jesus who is dead, whom Paul affirmed to be living”, Acts 25: 19. Well, we affirm that Jesus is living. Most in this room would have a sense of Jesus living. Let us search our hearts; do we really know the Lord Jesus now as the living One? He lived, He died, and He lives again to die no more. 

What a wonderful and precious thought that is to our hearts that we have One who continues still. 

In the time of sorrow we know the comfort of this, that the Lord Jesus continues still. The widow of our brother, and the family, would know that, and we trust everyone in this room knows the One who continues still. He is the Same; other things change; we are in a scene where everything is changing, but there is One who continues still, ever the Same. Oh, what a Saviour, what a Lord, we have, what a great Redeemer! We see what change the years bring about, but His years shall not fail. In Daniel 7 it speaks of Him as “the Ancient of days”. How precious these thoughts are to our hearts, that there is One who continues still. 

May we be comforted by these thoughts, that there is One who continues still and He is there on our behalf, and soon we shall see Him, and when we see Him we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3: 2). 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:21 (JND) [21] And Daniel continued unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Hebrews 1:11-12 (JND) [11] They shall perish, but *thou* continuest still; and they all shall grow old as a garment, [12] and as a covering shalt thou roll them up, and they shall be changed; but *thou* art the Same, and thy years shall not fail.

Acts 25:19 (JND) [19] but had against him certain questions of their own system of worship, and concerning a certain Jesus who is dead, whom Paul affirmed to be living.

Daniel 7 (JND) [1] In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream; he told the sum of the matters. [2] Daniel spoke and said, I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of the heavens broke forth upon the great sea. [3] And four great beasts came up from the sea, different one from another. …

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.



LIVING BY FAITH

C. F. Dadd 

Hebrews 10: 37, 38; 11: 13 

I want to direct our attention and our thoughts, dear friends and brethren, to this great matter of faith. We live in a very materialistic world which is not in keeping with faith, whereas the principle of faith is that which marked Christ when He was here. It is said of the Lord in this epistle that He is “the leader and completer of faith”, Hebrews 12: 2. What a challenge it is to me, and possibly to you, as to the principle on which we are living. What 

is the principle, what is the basis, on which we are living? I would like to commend to all of us that we should live according to the principle of faith. We have very little about faith in the Old Testament, only one reference where it says, “The just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2: 4), and we have been reminded this morning of the history of our brother who has now departed to be with Christ, that he really lived according to his faith. What a fine thing, what a fine commendation, that those who have known our brother for many years can speak about his faith. And then Paul says, “The just shall live on the principle of faith”, Galatians 3: 11. 

What an interesting reference that is, showing that our lives are not to be empty or without direction but they are to be governed by a certain principle. 

The challenge would be to all of us who remain—and we have been reminded that we do not know how long that may be—that we might live according to the principle of faith. Paul said that the life that he now lived he lived by the faith of the Son of God, who had loved him and given Himself for him (Galatians 2: 20). What a fine thing to be able to say that! What a challenge to us today as to whether we can truly say, “The Son of God who has loved me and given himself for me”. Well, I think most of us can say that, but it is a time when we would challenge our hearts. Our brother has gone through in faith and he has died in faith; he lived in faith and he died in faith. And, beloved, this is what I would commend to every one of our hearts, no matter how short the time may be. Many of us in this room are not young any more, we are moving on, we are at the other end of the spectrum, the other end of our lives, and the test is. How will we go out? How will we finish? What a challenge that is to me! 

How will we finish? As to the saints in Galatia Paul said, “Ye ran well; who has stopped you?”, Galatians 5: 7. It might be that 

we had a bright beginning, but how will we finish? Of our brother we can say, as Paul says in Hebrews 11, “All these died in faith”. What a wonderful commendation! They were not turned or diverted all the way to the end, and they died in faith. 

So, beloved, it is for each one of us that our faith in Christ might be strengthened, our faith in relation to all that has come within our range in Christ, the great thought of resurrection, the great thought of what lies ahead of us. We have been reminded that when we see Him we shall be like Him because we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3: 2). That is the outlook of faith, that is the outlook of hope. Hope belongs to the believer. Faith is not the portion of all. So therefore I would commend to all of us that we might just use the example of the life of our brother and let it be a stimulus to us. We were reminded at home this morning that Peter could speak about being Models for the flock (1 Peter 5: 3), and I believe that as we look at the life of our brother there has been the idea of a model, one who went on patiently, consistently, not being diverted, one who went all the way through. What about us? Are we going to go through consistently with what we have been brought into, and our knowledge of Jesus? He, of course, was absolutely consistent, never diverted for a moment in that precious life, even when facing death and that the death of the cross. He said, “Not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. Think of those words. So let us all today take a fresh look and let us be stimulated that we might be here as those who live according to the principle of faith. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. Fitz Ashby, Brooklyn, N.Y.
9 April 1985 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:37-38 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay. [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him.

Hebrews 11:13 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Habakkuk 2:4 (JND) [4] Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Galatians 3:11 (JND) [11] but that by law no one is justified with God [is] evident, because The just shall live on the principle of faith;

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Galatians 5:7 (JND) [7] Ye ran well; who has stopped you that ye should not obey the truth?

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

1 Peter 5:3 (JND) [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.



“AND I KNEW HIM NOT”

Contributed by A. C. Craig 

The explanation of John the baptist’s repeated statements in John 1: 31, 33, “and I knew him not”, is in a way simple. It would have two parts. Firstly, John’s father and mother were both advanced in years, God reversing the course of nature in John’s case. (In the Lord’s case He dispensed with it. Although coming by woman, He did not come by the course of nature). 

Therefore John, at the death of his father and mother would still be young. It is remarkable that at the end of Zacharias’s eulogy of the incoming Dayspring, immediately you have, “and he (John) was in the deserts until the day of his shewing to Israel” (Luke 1: 80), as if we are meant to understand that he was there at that time. He was there at once. It is not said that he was taken, or went, just that he was there. 

Nothing is said about his knowledge of any kinsfolk, which he had both in the city of Judah and the hill country, and also in the farther off Nazareth where his mother’s kinswoman, Mary, then was. These circumstances, with no record in Scripture of John and Jesus ever having met, would add meaning to his statement, “and I knew him not”. God was reserving something better for him, that is, that his recognition of the Lord would be spiritual, not natural or circumstantial, and that would be the second and greater reason for his saying, “and I knew him not”. 

John’s supreme moment came on the banks of the Jordan when he first and fully recognised the One of whom he himself was the messenger and forerunner, 

having already been told, as he says, “He who sent me to baptise with water, he said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit”. John triumphantly and ecstatically declares, “And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God”. Wonderful moment for him!—eclipsed and happy; his joy full! That was the moment when it was “us”—“it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3: 15)—on one bank of the Jordan maybe, but on the other bank John stands aside, no longer the forerunner, for the “mightier than I”, the One taking His place before him, is present. John is happy to decrease—not decline; there is no decline of John the baptist in John’s gospel. This is the supreme moment in his history; he was 

‘rejoicing in heart’, content in the increase of Christ and to take his place as His friend—

wonderful privilege to be the friend of such a One, the Son of God! 

In Psalm 19 the Sun rises higher and higher in the heavens, so the moon—Israel—and John its greatest and best representative (none greater born among women), gets paler, dimmer, fainter. ‘He must increase, but I must decrease’, but in it all rejoicing in heart; and when the Sun will reach its zenith, it will go off into heaven, taking the bride with Him. And He will have John have another supreme moment; he will be the friend of the Bridegroom still. When the hallelujahs resound in the courts above, John will be there—the Bridegroom will see to that. 

He did not open the prison for John the baptist as He did for Peter and John, and for Paul, but He had this moment in mind for him—precious moment! “This my joy then is fulfilled”—

suitable friend for such a One as the Bridegroom and the bride. Moses and Elias were on the mount of glory; they 

wrought miracles, but to be companions of the Christ in His glory—that was better. But 

“John did no sign; but all things which John said of this man were true”, John 10: 41. Was there ever a more loyal and faithful heart? Who can tell the many whose hearts were affected, and attached to Christ, by John, right from page one of John’s gospel. But the Bridegroom knows every one. Ah! John must be there, the friend of the Bridegroom, who said, “He who comes from above is above all”. John will be there; Christ will want him there to behold His glory, and to see the bride resplendent in the glory of the Bridegroom. Precious moment for Christ—and for John! 

 


Scripture references

John 1:31-33 (JND) [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit.

Luke 1:80 (JND) [80] And the child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until the day of his shewing to Israel.

Matthew 3:15 (JND) [15] But Jesus answering said to him, Suffer [it] now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffers him.

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

John 10:41 (JND) [41] And many came to him, and said, John did no sign; but all things which John said of this [man] were true.



FIVE LITTLE PEBBLES

(1 Samuel 17: 40) 

S. J. B. Carter 

Five little pebbles lay in a brook, 

Five little pebbles hid in a nook. 

“What are we good for?”, one said to the other, 

“Little or nothing, I’m thinking, my brother”. 

Wearing away, day after day, 

It seemed that forever those pebbles might stay. 

If they were flowers, ever so gay, 

Doubtless then someone would take them away; 

Or if they were big stones that builders could use, 

Perhaps then some builder those same stones would choose. 

Wait, little pebbles, rounded and clean, 

Long in your loneliness, lying unseen, 

God has a future awaiting for you 

Five little pebbles sturdy and true. 

Five little pebbles hid in a brook, 

David came down there and gave them a look, 

Picked them up carefully out of the sand; 

Five little pebbles great in his hand. 

“Hark!” there is shouting, there’s fighting today, 

Boldly these pebbles are borne to the fray; 

One of them chosen and put in a sling— 

Could we have thought that a stone could thus wing? 

Onward it sped, with a might not its own, 

Onward it sped, by the shepherd boy thrown; 

Swift as an arrow, straight as a dart, 

For the whole nation that stone played its part, 

Striking the giant’s great terrible head, 

Laying him low there—a mighty man dead. 

Five little pebbles lay in a brook, 

Mentioned with honour in God’s Holy Book, 

Be thou a pebble, contented and low, 

Ever kept clean by His mercy’s pure flow, 

Hidden and ready till Jesus shall look, 

And choose you, and use you, a stone from the brook. 

ANTICIPATION 

The Lord He is coming—will this be the day 

When Jesus will lovingly call us away? 

What rapture ‘twill be when we hear His blest voice 

And seeing His face we’ll for ever rejoice. 

The Lord He is coming—reality sweet, 

When what we have gathered we’ll lay at His feet 

When claims that are earthly will hold us no more; 

Expectantly waiting, our spirits would soar. 

The Lord He is coming—can this be the day? 

Bright Star of the morning, oh do not delay; 

The bride with the Spirit is saying, ‘Lord, come’ 

And longs at His side to be ever at home. 

(Composed by a sister who wishes to remain anonymous). 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 17:40 (JND) [40] And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag that he had, into the pocket; and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.



EXTRACTS

Then there is a new force against you, and that is Balaam. Balaam represents the tactics of the enemy to get the people into social intercourse, and he did them more mischief than any other form of satanic opposition. So it is in this day. The Balaam snare is the masterpiece of satanic wickedness for the people of God. Every one of us has been more or less affected by the snare of Balaam. Nothing has corrupted us so much as company. It is the society that Christians keep that does the mischief, and mark my words! every one is coloured by the lowest company that he keeps. 

Ques. 

Do you mean in business?  

When a man is in business he is not thinking of company, but if he relaxes and ungirds and gets into social intimacy that is not of Christ, he is corrupted. Our company is the Christian company. See how Balaam corrupted the Corinthians by inviting them out. The more attractive a man’s company is the greater the danger. The snare may be in reading. Ink will soil you as well as mud. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 6, p.331) 

We are so apt to stress one thing too much, and one of the greatest dangers is pigeon-holing certain truths. The true way is to hold the truth as a whole in our souls in intelligent affection, and then there is room for enlargement all the time, for we can never limit the truth of God. It is always capable of enlargement. If any new feature is apprehended it is not simply taken by itself, but in relation to the whole scope of truth. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 49, p.176) 
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