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THE LORD JESUS AS FOOD FOR THE BELIEVER (4)


Joshua 5:10-15;  Ephesians 3:14-21

P.M.      We have considered the divine provision for the wilderness, but as coming into the land of Canaan, the people of Israel found a new source of supply, the old corn of the land.  It was there before they even entered the land.  For us, it is really Christ as the centre of the purpose of God, the One who belongs in that heavenly scene.  It is a wonderful thing that the fellowship that we were speaking of this morning provides the sphere where the purpose of God can be enjoyed.  This flows out of what we have touched already, because God’s provision for His people as they entered into the land was not the manna; it ceased.  The passover did not cease; they celebrated that in Egypt and in the wilderness and it went right into the land, but the manna ceased.  Now there is a new supply; not that we ever, in our Christian experience while we are here, leave behind the food that is typified by the manna – the perfection of that manhood which was seen in type on the face of the wilderness.  But as we come into the land, God gives us a source of food that belongs in another scene altogether.  It is Christ in the purpose of God.  As partaking of it, we are strengthened for a conflict which belongs to the land.  One does not particularly want to go into that, but there is a strengthening for another kind of conflict and another order of life.  Colossians speaks of having died with Christ, being raised with Him, seeking the things that are above where the Christ is, having our mind on those things (Col.3:1,2).  What a wonderful occupation the believer has as entering into the land and feeding on the produce of the land; “they ate of the produce of the land of Canaan that year”.  In this dispensation, it is open to us to feed on the produce of the land of Canaan and unless we do, we shall not rightly take up the conflict or move here in relation to the will of God.  What immediately comes in is this man with the drawn sword, who we may speak of as a type of the Holy Spirit.  Joshua says, “Art thou for us, or for our enemies?”.  This blessed service raises Joshua’s view.  The answer was not ‘us’ or ‘them’; it was the “captain of Jehovah’s army”.  The conflict is proceeding on a different level altogether.  It is not that I am in my view, or others are in my view.  It is that the captain of Jehovah’s army is conducting what is in keeping with the will of God for His people in order that they might settle in the heavenly territory in the enjoyment of relationships.

I thought the passage in Ephesians would help.  Paul speaks of bowing his knees to “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  This wonderful title is used in this epistle, bringing out the relationships that exist between divine Persons.  When the Lord Jesus came into manhood, He entered into the relationship of Son, and the Father took the relationship of Father.  Those relationships had never been known between divine Persons in that way before.  If one might speak carefully, the Father rejoiced to be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  What wonderful relationships are in our view in Ephesians.  We are raised up together, and made to sit down together in the heavenlies (Eph.2:6).  We are brought into heavenly relationships, and, as enjoying those relationships, it helps us as we come out into the sphere of responsibility.  I wondered if that might be something which we could enquire about.

J.C.G.      Yes, it is very elevating.  It is, as Mr Darby puts it in his hymn, the ‘food of heav’nly life’ (Hymn 50) that you have in mind.  I wondered if you could help us about the fact that it says that “they ate of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover”.  We know that in the wilderness there were other feasts, the feast of weeks in relation to the Spirit, and the feast of tabernacles.  Could you help us as to the quick transfer from the passover to the eating of the old corn of the land?

P.M.      Feeding on the passover would remind us of the fact that we have been secured at the cost of one precious Lamb that was sacrificed because God was going to bring His people into the land that He had in His purpose for them.  The passover has that in mind.  Paul set it before the Corinthians, “For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; so that let us celebrate the feast ... with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth”, 1 Cor.5:7,8.  We are never to be far from the fact that the place which we have in divine purpose has been secured for us at such a cost, and can only be enjoyed by us as having eaten the passover.

J.C.G.      So God has in mind that we should move quickly through the passover aspect of the Lord’s supper into the enjoyment of privilege.  We should not linger too much; although we have exercises and responsibilities, we should always desire with the Spirit’s help to move into and enjoy the old corn of the land.

P.M.      Yes, we break bread in the wilderness; it has often been said that we break bread in the sphere of responsibility.  We spoke about it in our reading this morning.  We wish that there were more present to break bread and remember the Lord, but we break bread in the sphere of responsibility.  As we break bread, we do so in faith that the Lord will come and manifest Himself; it is Himself that makes the difference.  He leads us into the sphere of divine purpose.

J.L.      The people had not sowed the seed for the old corn of the land.  I was thinking about what has just been said, that we are helped to move from the sphere of responsibility into the enjoyment of divine purpose.  Was it God’s provision for them which they had no particular part in other than to enjoy?

P.M.      Yes, and even while we are still here, it is open to us, indeed it is normal for us, to live in the sphere of divine privilege.  We shall never rightly take up the conflict if we are not living in the sphere of divine privilege.

T.C.M.      In the first reading, we spoke about the manna which, if left, deteriorated.  We need to understand that properly, but there would be nothing of that character with this old corn of the land.  Would it be purely what is of divine provision?

P.M.      Yes, it is what Christ is to God in that world.  God purposed in Himself to head up everything in Christ.  Think of what Christ is to God; the only-begotten Son in the bosom of the Father.  In John’s gospel, through the service of the Spirit and the service of Christ, the Father would bring us to have a view of those relationships that exist between divine Persons and to see that the relationships which we enjoy flow out from these divine relationships.

D.J.W.      How do we eat today?  Is it contemplation?  What would you say?

P.M.      Through occupation in prayer and meditation and reading.  Reading is essential, it helps our minds.  We are to have our minds on the things above (Col.3:2), but in Ephesians, Christ is to dwell through faith in the heart.  Now we cannot always have our minds centred on Christ personally.  We have work to do and other responsibilities, but characteristically we would desire to have our mind on the things that are above.  There should always be a dwelling place by faith for Christ in the heart of the believer.  He longs to fill the heart, and it seems to me that through contemplation and prayer He assumes a larger place in our affections.  Would you agree with that?

D.J.W.      Certainly.  Our minds do need feeding, our minds need constant occupation with something and that has to be Himself.

P.M.      That is important, because the renewed mind is the result of the believer being indwelt by the Spirit and giving place to the Spirit.  I trust all here who are old enough have the gift of the Holy Spirit, because the Father loves to give the Spirit.  In each one of us who has the gift of the Holy Spirit, as we receive Him and commune with Him, the renewed mind is formed and it needs the food that you are speaking of, the old corn of the land.

G.B.G.      In the typical teaching, the people of Israel were in one place then the other, the wilderness then the land.  It is not exactly like that in Christianity, is it?  While we are actually in wilderness conditions individually, we can enjoy something of the land.  When we are together, we would never think of anything else but being occupied with Christ and what is positive.  The greater test is when we are not together, but is it still open to us then to enjoy heavenly food?  Although when we are together, we enjoy it collectively, it is still available to us individually.

P.M.      What you say is right; it is essential.  We need the manna in the wilderness, we feed on it, but in our Christian pathways, we cannot divide these things up – they go on together.  We touch something collectively which is outside of all that is here, and in the service of God we leave the wilderness completely behind.  We are not occupied with our sins, not occupied with the responsibilities of the testimony; we are occupied with the One who is the centre of God’s purpose.  But individually, if I am to move here rightly, in dignity and in power, I must feed on that heavenly food.

M.C.      John wrote “we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth”, John 1:14.  Does that bring out the value of contemplation?  It would bring a richness into our souls.

P.M.      That is helpful.  John then went on to write “for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace” (v.16); that is the result of contemplation.  Think of what that means, “we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”.  It is almost as if John says, ‘We have never seen anything like this before, it is of that character’.  It is an affectionate relationship which came into expression and so he wrote, “of his fulness we all have received”.

P.A.G.      Why does it add at the end of verse 11 after the unleavened loaves, “and roasted corn on that same day”?

P.M.      I thought that while we touch and enjoy and feed on what is entirely of a heavenly character, there is a reference here to the way in which our entrance into it has been secured.  The One who was ever in the purpose of God has tasted death for everything (Heb.2:9).  Would you agree with that?

P.A.G.      Yes; the thought would bear on what we were speaking about in relation to John 6, how Christ has been made available to us.  I wondered if there was also a link with the fact that “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  The roasted corn is the very essence of the thing.  It is not unleavened bread, but it is the essence of what is there, in a way that is available.  As roasted, it can be taken in.

P.M.      It is a helpful enquiry as to “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”.  Then Paul wrote “and ye are complete in him”.  Christ is made available to us to feed on, and we find that the heavenly food is sufficient in its fulness for all that the saints require.  We are filled full in Him!

D.A.B.      Following up what has been said about things having to be separated for us for the sake of teaching, we have to learn precept by precept, but we should not think that soul exercise is broken up in that way.  I feel that there is no exercise in the soul, however deep and moral it may be, that can be rightly followed through without an impression of the purpose of God.  Otherwise I make myself my object and really get nowhere in relation to my possession of the land.  Is that right?

P.M.      It certainly should be.  You get examples of it in Galatians; “because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”, Gal.4:6.  God takes us up because of what we are in His purpose; that makes nothing of me but everything of God.  He takes us up and works with us in view of bringing into expression what He had in His purpose.  That involves coming to Christ as Head and changing our head, knowing that we have our origin in another Man and not according to flesh.  These things have to be worked through, but they are all worked through in soul exercise from the viewpoint of what the believer is in the purpose of God.

D.A.B.      There may be young people here who have a lot of inward soul exercise, who think that what you are presenting this afternoon is something that awaits the resolution of those exercises.  But we cannot afford to put off entering into this.  I was thinking that the Israelites brought unleavened bread out of Egypt.  We could say that there was a lot about them that they had to judge, but that was not God’s view.  “Let my son go” (Exod.4:23); that was His purpose, was it not?

P.M.      Yes, and He never let go of that although they did.  They fell from that standing but He never did.  However early it may be in our histories, it helps us in our soul exercise to see that God has put in a claim upon us in redemption and that is involved in the passover.  He has put in a claim upon us because He has purposed to bring us into a relationship that could only be established through the death of Christ.

D.A.B.      So going back to what you said about the heart, God said, I have brought them into the wilderness to speak to their heart (Hos.2:14).  That was about His purpose!

P.M.      In the wilderness He proved their hearts.  They had to come to it that the reproach of Egypt had to be rolled away.  It was not reproach in Egypt’s eyes, it was reproach that the people of Israel carried in the sight of God.  That had to be rolled away, had to be dealt with in the cutting off of the flesh, because they were His people and they were going to take up the inheritance in His land.

R.T.      Thirty-eight years before this, Caleb ate of those fruits of the land.  He tasted those grapes and it kept him alive.

P.M.      Yes.  All the exercises of the wilderness did not alter his view.  The murmuring of the people of Israel, their turning aside, the wandering in the wilderness – nothing changed his view.  He had the land in his heart, and that really will help us.  Young people going through soul exercise, get a view of what Christ is to God, and what you are to God.  That will stabilise you in the exercises through which you pass.

R.T.      The rest of the people died because they murmured, but Caleb was resting his soul on the place that divine purpose had given him.

P.M.      What you are saying is so vital because we are in times of exercise, and young people may get unsettled by them.  We have to face the exercises in the light of the purpose of God.

R.T.      It has been said that we were saints in purpose before ever we were sinners in practice.

P.M.      What a stabilising effect that has on the soul!  It makes nothing of me.  God took me up long before I had any thought for Him; I was in His purpose long before I turned to Him in repentance.  It makes nothing of me; it makes everything of God.  Early in Ephesians, Paul says “ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves”, Eph.2:8.  May we never forget the way in which God has moved towards us because He had His purpose for us.

J.D.      Paul speaks about not being “disobedient to the heavenly vision”, Acts 26:19.  That must have helped him greatly and accelerated his progress in these exercises that we have been speaking of.

P.M.      That is helpful, because in the heavenly vision he came to know the Man who was the centre of that universe.  That is the ground of stability, to come to know the Man!

J.D.      The brightness of the heavenly light that appeared to Paul might immediately have given him some impression that he was going to appear before Christ holy and blameless in love (Eph.1:4).  Do you think he had these thoughts in his heart, and from that standpoint he was able to work out the exercise?

P.M.      Yes indeed, and he traces it right back, when he wrote, “God, who set me apart even from my mother’s womb”, Gal.1:15.  Think of Paul taking a backward look, and then a forward look.  He could do it because he had seen the One who was the centre of God’s universe.  Our blessing does not depend on us; it depends on the Man who is in the presence of God.  If it depended on me, I might enjoy it today and lose it tomorrow, but our blessing rests on God’s thoughts as to Christ, and that He has taken me up in Him; a wonderful thing!

R.Gr.      Do you think that the old corn of the land includes the revelation of divine relationships?  Would the way in which divine Persons work with each other and let us observe their workings be a help to us in our working out of exercises here?

P.M.      I think that is very helpful.  John 17 would help us to get a view of how the Father and the Son were working together in view of the people of God.  It was not only that “the men” were not to be lost, but that they would come right in, as the Lord says, “where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory ... for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (v.24).  What a statement that is!

R.Gr.      Our relationships with one another may come under pressure, but the line you are on now would help us to feast our minds and fasten them on this One in whom God is going to head up all things.

P.M.      Yes; as feasting upon Him, we would come out in the dignity that belongs to those who are associated with that blessed Man in the presence of God.

R.D.P.      It says earlier in this book that Jehovah began to magnify Joshua (Josh.3:7).  Paul wrote that God had revealed His Son in him (Gal.1:16).  In other epistles like Colossians, there is a great expansion in the appreciation of the greatness of Christ.  We move beyond Christ in relation to ourselves; it is Christ in relation to God.  He revealed His Son, and Paul fed his soul on this.  It was Christ not now exactly in relation to this scene where He had been in suffering and reproach, but in relation to the whole of God’s thoughts.  The beginning of Colossians is so full of the greatness of Christ!  Do you think the old corn of the land is tasted when we move from the work of Christ to the person of Christ and we begin to feed upon that One, and what He is for God?

P.M.      That is vital, and it changes our outlook completely.  Where was Paul when he was feasting on that?  In a Roman prison!  We might wonder how he could be enjoying the produce of Canaan, but it was the Man who filled His heart in the place in which Paul was.  I might rest in the blessings that are available through the death of Christ, and they are wonderful, but it is a far greater thing to rest in the enjoyment of the Man in whom everything is centred for God.

J.C.G      In Revelation, the overcomer in Ephesus was given a promise that he would eat of the “tree of life which is in the paradise of God” (Rev.2:7); that is really Christ.  Everything that has been made known of God in divine purpose is seen in Him, and we feed on that.

P.M.      It is seen in these wondrous relationships that came into expression in a way that had never been before.  Think of divine Persons, Those who we now know as the Father and the Son, moving into these relationships.  What was it for, why did They do it?  It was not only to deal with the sin question, as vital and necessary as that was, but it was to bring men into the enjoyment of relationships that are outside of this world altogether and centre in divine Persons as the objects of that order of life.

D.J.W.      It says Joshua “lifted up his eyes”.  Does our view always have to be beyond where our feet are?

P.M.      Yes, it has been said that it is the little bit that is beyond you that helps you!  “Let thine eyes look right on”, Prov.4:25.  

N.J.H.      Was the ground of conflict changed at the death of Stephen?

P.M.      Yes, when he looked into heaven.

N.J.H.      You referred to the man with the drawn sword, which refers to the Spirit.  Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit.  What he said seemed different to what the apostles had stood for earlier.  He said to the Jews “ye do always resist the Holy Spirit” (Acts 7:51); they had done that in opposition to Christ and also against what came out in testimony in the apostles.  But Stephen was on new ground, Christ where He is.

P.M.      And at that point the centre of God’s operations was moved from Jerusalem to heaven.  We do not have an earthly centre, we have a heavenly one, because our Head is in heaven.  Persons might ask when you go to school, ‘Where is the headquarters of your church?’  Well, you can tell them it is in heaven, because the Head of the Church is there!  At the stoning of Stephen, a man full of the Holy Spirit had some sense that God was moving His testimony, centred previously in Jerusalem, to another world altogether.  Stephen saw the One who was the object of it.  Have I seen Him there?  The Spirit would help us to lift up our eyes to see Christ where He is in that scene, beyond the area of conflict.  Psalm 2 would help us, “I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness” (v.6).  It is outside the reach of man in his violence, but God has set Christ there and established Him, and Stephen got a view of Him.

Q.A.P.      It was the Son of man that Stephen saw.  The Lord Jesus said “no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven”, John 3:13.  It is remarkable that the Lord said that when He was here.

P.M.      Yes it is, and shows that even in the time of His own service in Jerusalem, He was looking on to the day when He would be in relation to all men in a universal way, not only in relation to Israel.  The title Son of man would suggest what He is in a universal sense, and the Lord was looking on to that.  Stephen saw it; God was going to move in a wonderful way to take up the Gentiles, those who had no right to the blessing, and that is what has happened.  But He is taking us up, not in view of an earthly inheritance, but in view of a heavenly portion with Christ.

D.A.B.      Can you explain why this captain is a reference to the Holy Spirit?

P.M.      Well, we might view this man as a type of the Spirit, because the power for movement and conflict in the land is dependent on the Holy Spirit.  The authority of Moses had led the people of Israel through the wilderness, but when we come to what the land speaks of, there is what is spiritual in view.  We are facing spiritual conflict and in order to face it, we need to be dependent on the Spirit of God.

D.A.B.      The people had come over the Jordan, which represents what Christ has done to bring us into the land.  In the book of the Acts, the work of Christ had been accomplished, but the testimony from then on is in the charge of the Holy Spirit.  It has always been a great comfort that at the end of the apostolic phase which we read about in that book, Paul said that the Holy Spirit testified in every city (Acts 20:23).  That continues, does it not?  It is as if this Captain is still here.  He is not an apostle, the Spirit is greater than an apostle, greater than Joshua, and He is still here.  The Spirit has nothing less in His mind than that we should sufficiently possess the inheritance to be able to feed on it.

P.M.      Do you believe that the Spirit is still here?

D.A.B.      Absolutely, yes; I cannot imagine how I would feel if He was not!

R.Gr.      Why do you ask that?

P.M.      Do we all believe that the Spirit is still here?  He is!  We could not have a view of the heavenly inheritance were it not for the Spirit.  We could not have power for the conflict were it not for the Spirit.  The Spirit is still here, and will be here until the saints are taken.  As captain of Jehovah’s army, He has it all in control.  I need faith in the Spirit and dependence upon Him, but there is no question that the Spirit of God is still here.

D.A.B.      We could not have fellowship together without Him.

P.M.      No, we could not, nor could we have a part in the service of God.  We are dependent on the Spirit for all these wonderful privileges which are open to us.  When the saints are raptured and the Spirit leaves this scene, and there will no longer be His restraint of evil, evil will rush like a flood.  At the moment, He is bringing demonstration to the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment (John 16:8), but when the church is raptured and the Spirit gone, that demonstration will be removed and evil will rush like a flood.

D.B.R.      It is interesting that Joshua is brought to the point of worship.  I think it confirms what you are saying that the captain is a type of the Spirit, and the Spirit is God.  I think that we need to have some enlightened sense that the Spirit has come from a glorified Christ.  What dignity is really involved in the presence of the Spirit in that way.

P.M.      Yes, He has come from a glorified Christ and brings a report of all that is proceeding where that glorious Person is.  The Spirit is an object of worship because of who He is, and not only because of what He does.  We are thankful for what He does in His service, but He is an object of worship because of who He is!  That tests me as to how well I know Him personally.

D.B.R.      Yes, so Joshua addresses this captain as my lord.  We need to learn subjection to the Spirit, and to His leading.  He is leading us heavenward, leading us into heavenly regions.  How dependent and subject we should be to the Holy Spirit.

P.M.      I am sure that is so; we could not do without Him.

T.C.M.      The armoury in Ephesians 6 ends up with “the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word” (v.17).  The man had the drawn sword in his hand.  We must be governed by God’s word in everything we do.

P.M.      Governed by it, and dependent on the Spirit for the opening up and understanding of it.  If you gave the Bible to an unconverted man, he may regard it the same as any other book; he would look at it as a history book.  I trust that it is not a history book to anyone here.  With the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Scriptures are to become God’s word to me, and reach right into my soul.

R.Gar.      The Lord waited until 1947 before introducing to us the greatness and glory of the person of the Spirit as One to be worshipped.  There had been ministry through the previous one hundred and fifty years in relation to the assembly, the service of God, sonship, but then the Lord seemed to indicate that the time had come for the recognition of who the Spirit is in the glory which belongs to Himself as one of the Godhead.  Then we could understand more of His service in opening up to us these great truths which belong to the land and take us into it for our enjoyment.

P.M.      The exercises that younger persons may go through have been referred to.  Many of us would have to say that we have so little understanding of divine things, but we can ask the Spirit to open them up to us, not just once but we can keep speaking to the Spirit about them.  He would love to unfold to us the world that centres on Christ.  He would love to unfold to us what the assembly is in the divine view, and give us a view of the purpose of God that has never changed.  The Spirit would do that, and help us to touch, not only objectively but in reality in our souls, the substantiality of what God is bringing through even in times of breakdown.  The Spirit would help us to see it and to prove it in our own souls.

J.B.I.      It is interesting that it says that Joshua looked and “behold there stood a man before him”.  Do you think our eyes have been opened to apprehend the Spirit in this way?

P.M.      Yes, apprehending Him and coming to appreciate Him, not only as an influence but as a Person.  He is not only a power, He is a divine Person.  The Lord Jesus brings that out emphatically in John’s gospel with the constant references to “He”; “But when he is come”, “He shall glorify me”, “he shall receive of mine” (chap.16:13-15).  The Holy Spirit is a divine Person with the feelings of a divine Person.  He is easily grieved.  May we not grieve Him, but may we keep company with Him.

R.T.      It says “he that has raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”, Rom.8:11.  That would give us to be careful in His presence.

P.M.      Yes, because our bodies are temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.6:19).  How do I use my body, what do I do with it?  Do I put it into dangerous situations?  It is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  It would help me to be careful in His presence, because finally God is going to quicken these mortal bodies “on account of his Spirit” which dwells in us (Rom.8:11).  

R.T.      It is to be formative.  I feel very much that we sometimes do not pay very much attention to the Lord’s supper and the formative effect it can have on us if we give ourselves time to think about it.

P.M.      We were reminded earlier today that the Lord Jesus, in giving us the Supper, says “Take, eat” (Matt.26:26); it is to build up a constitution in us, to form us in view of the sphere into which He Himself would lead us.

J.A.B.      Would that constitution be what Paul described as the “inner man”, “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”?  Could you explain for us what you understand by the “inner man”?

P.M.      Well, you help us.

J.A.B.      We have been using words like ‘constitutional’.  What you have been bringing before us is to build up something in our affections towards the Lord Jesus, and in what God has done in us, that is real.  It is more real than our physical bodies are because it is eternal; the inner man is eternal.  I would trust that as a result of our conversation, and what we are enjoying, the inner man in everyone in this room who is a believer has been strengthened with power.  Would that be right?

P.M.      I think what you say is helpful.  It is an individual reference, is it not?  The new man is collective, but the inner man is what has been formed in the individual through the operation of the Spirit and the work of Christ.  We are in mortal conditions, but the inner man is more real than the outward man that perishes.  My exercise would be to seek by the Spirit to build up the constitution of that inner man in relation to the purpose of God. That was what Paul was praying for here.

D.A.B.      What is the inner man’s diet?  What does he eat?

P.M.      Christ!

D.A.B.      As has been said, the inner man is just as real as our physical bodies.  No one could get through a day without eating, but how long do we sometimes neglect the inner man?

P.M.      That takes us back to where we started in these readings as to the daily collecting of the manna.  It is essential that we start each day with an impression of the perfection and the order of manhood of Christ, and not only at the start of the day.  I know it is easy for those of us who are retired from work to say these things, but we have worked in our time and it is important to take even a few minutes to occupy our minds and affections with the things of Christ.  That all helps in building up the constitution of the inner man.

D.A.B.      The inner man understands why God took him up and that He is going to suit him for the place which He has purposed for him.  God does that by the way He feeds the inner man.

P.M.      God has nothing less in mind than that Christ should be formed in the saints.  He has no other order of man.  He set aside Adam, but He has taken up another order of man altogether and He will only have Christ in His presence.  It was quoted in the earlier reading:-

‘Every circle gathered round Thee

    Yields of Christ some beauteous ray’. (Hymn 83)

That is what is being formed now.  Do I want to hinder that work or go away from it?  That work is proceeding in the circle of fellowship, and heavenly things are enjoyed.  That circle is for our protection and enjoyment, but it is in view of us being brought into relationships which are eternal.

P.J.W.      Do you think Daniel and his three companions would be a good Old Testament example of what we are saying?  The world would feed them on the king’s delicate food, but Daniel purposed in his heart; they were given pulse and water and their countenances became fatter and fairer than all the other youths (Dan.1:8-16).  Is that like the inner man?

P.M.      That is very helpful.  A lot could be drawn from the history of Daniel, a man who went through four reigns, and who was told to go and stand in his lot at the end of the days (Dan.12:13).  He had the habit of opening his windows towards Jerusalem in prayer (Dan.6:10).  He was not looking at the ruin.  We might say that the church is in breakdown, and so it is publicly.  But let us feed on heaven’s food and in principle have our windows opened towards Jerusalem.  Let us get a view of the city which is unassailable and unchanged and will shine in all its glory, having the glory of God in a day to come (Rev.21:10).

D.M.C.      Do you think we should be sensitive to the Spirit’s voice; “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Rev.22:17?  We should be in accord with that, and waiting for that final movement into the land?

P.M.      The bride is in accord with that!

D.M.C.      The bride is, but am I?

P.M.      It does not say the Spirit and the bride should say come or will say come; it says “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  There is complete unison between the Spirit and the assembly; she has the same feelings as the Spirit has in relation to Christ, totally in accord with the perfection and glory of that blessed Man!

D.B.R.      I would value your impression as to the Father’s Spirit.  We know there is the title of Spirit of God, which is objective, and Spirit of Christ is subjective, but what would you say about the Father’s Spirit?

P.M.      I have wondered whether the Father’s Spirit towards us and working in us would form in us something of the delight that the Father has in relation to Christ.

‘In Thy grace Thou now hast brought us

    Sharers of Thy joy to be,

And to know the blessèd secret

    Of His preciousness to Thee.’      (Hymn 277)

Would that come through the working of the Father’s Spirit?

D.B.R.      The reference to the Father would bring before us the source of all blessing.  The Spirit’s operations would come from that Source, and it is all centred in a blessed Man in heaven.  Mr Taylor said that the Christ of Christianity is the Christ where He is1.

P.M.      Yes, and it is important for us to come through to that.  We have been speaking a lot in these meetings as to His death, and we need the bearing of that constantly, but life in its fulness is maintained in the relationship with the Man who is living in the glory.  There is no other centre for Christianity than a living Man in the presence of the Father, and that involves relationships.  We were speaking this morning as to relationships.  While fellowship in the way in which we were speaking of it may cease in the eternal day, relationships will pervade that sphere.  We are brought into relationship with divine Persons and with one another.

D.B.R.      They are not only heavenly relationships, they are eternal relationships.  The Father’s Spirit would bring us into the sphere where these eternal relationships are enjoyed.

P.M.      And we can enjoy them now.  That is the intent of the service of the Father’s Spirit, that we might touch these relationships now.

R.D.P.      In John 16, the Lord says that “In that day”, He would not demand of the Father for the disciples, but that “the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me” (v.27).  It is as if He would bring them not only under the Father’s care and love, but into the full array of the Father’s affections because they had had affection for Him.  Is there something of the Father’s Spirit in that?

P.M.      Yes, that is very fine.  Affection for Christ in the scene of testimony is answered by the Father’s Spirit bringing us into the enjoyment of relationships in the sphere of privilege.  We have at the close of this passage “to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus”.  The assembly in Christ Jesus is what God has in view in His purpose; not only the Man, but “the assembly in Christ Jesus”.  It is really one entity.  We have been helped to see that it is not Christ and the assembly in this scripture, but “the assembly in Christ Jesus”; a creature vessel taken up in that glorious Man, the object of divine purpose, the subject of divine working, but there in Christ Jesus for the glory of God.  What an answer!

Reading at Grangemouth

9 August 2014


Scripture references

Joshua 5:10-15 (JND) [10] And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and held the passover on the fourteenth day of the month, at even, in the plains of Jericho. [11] And they ate of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened loaves, and roasted [corn] on that same day. [12] And the manna ceased on the morrow, when they had eaten of the old corn of the land; and there was no more manna for the children of Israel; and they ate of the produce of the land of Canaan that year. [13] And it came to pass when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him: Art thou for us, or for our enemies? [14] And he said, No; for [as] captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come. Then Joshua fell upon his face to the earth, and worshipped, and said to him, What saith my lord unto his servant? [15] And the captain of Jehovah's army said to Joshua, Loose thy sandal from off thy foot: for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Colossians 3:1-2 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 (JND) [7] Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; [8] so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth.

Colossians 3:2 (JND) [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Hosea 2:14 (JND) [14] Therefore behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak to her heart.

Ephesians 2:8 (JND) [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift:

Acts 26:19 (JND) [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Galatians 1:15 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Joshua 3:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.

Galatians 1:16 (JND) [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood,

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Proverbs 4:25 (JND) [25] Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.

Acts 7:51 (JND) [51] O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, *ye* do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, *ye* also.

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

John 3:13 (JND) [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven.

Acts 20:23 (JND) [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me.

Acts 20:23 (JND) [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me.

John 16:8 (JND) [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Matthew 26:26 (JND) [26] And as they were eating, Jesus, having taken [the] bread and blessed, broke [it] and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …
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THE FOUNDATION


1 Corinthians 3:10,11;  Luke 6:46-48

At one of our fellowship meetings recently, we thought of the Lord Jesus being the foundation, and we spoke about the need to “let each see how he builds upon it”.  I have been exercised about that.  I found it quite difficult to understand what Paul wrote about here, that we have to build upon this foundation gold, silver precious stones.  Paul also gives the opposite of these things – wood, grass and straw – that “the work of each shall be made manifest”.  I wanted to know what that involves.

I was led to Luke 6, and to the Lord Jesus saying “why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?  Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them, I will shew you to whom he is like.  He is like a man building a house”.  We have to put into practice these words of the Lord Jesus, and build on the foundation.  The foundation is the Lord Jesus, and we have to build on that foundation.  It also means that we have to dig deep.  This man dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock.  I feel exercised by that, but I can see the need for it, that if we call ourselves true Christians, we really have to put into practice the words of the Lord Jesus.  There is no other way; it is a real exercise.  Mr Coates spoke about how we should live by putting into practice the words of the Lord Jesus; he said that if we do not, then it is not true Christianity2. 

We see that the Lord Jesus just prior to this section called some of the people hypocrites.  These are persons who are not exercised about putting His words into practice.  I can see for myself the danger of being a nominal Christian.  We might be perfectly respectable, and appear to be all that a Christian should be, but if we do not put the words of the Lord Jesus into practice, then it is not true Christianity.  I feel the challenge of that for myself.  The Lord says “why call ye me, Lord, Lord”.  If we do call Jesus Lord, then He is to have supremacy in our hearts.  That is what it all comes back to – is the Lord Jesus supreme in our hearts?  It is a test for us all.  But if we really arrive at what it is to call Him Lord, then we can start to put these things into practice.  The scripture in 1 Corinthians shows how we can build on the foundation.

I was thankful for the help that came in to our reading about this, and I trust that we will be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow

14 December 2014

F.J. Roe

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 3:10-11 (JND) [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Luke 6:46-48 (JND) [46] And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say? [47] Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them, I will shew you to whom he is like. [48] He is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep, and laid a foundation on the rock; but a great rain coming, the stream broke upon that house, and could not shake it, for it had been founded on the rock.

Luke 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on [the] second-first sabbath, that he went through cornfields, and his disciples were plucking the ears and eating [them], rubbing [them] in their hands. [2] But some of the Pharisees said to them, Why do ye what is not lawful to do on the sabbath? [3] And Jesus answering said to them, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did when he hungered, he and those who were with him, …



EXTRACT


Finally the Lord says, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?"  A mere lip acknowledgement is nothing to the Lord, nor is it of any value to the one who makes it.  It is in doing what the Lord says that we secure a good foundation for our building, for it is evidence that we really believe on Him.  If His words have no authority over us in a practical way, we only deceive ourselves by calling Him Lord.  The real test which marks us off as true disciples is that through much exercise we do what the Lord says.  It is in this way that we commit ourselves to Him definitely; it involves a break with the whole manner of life which characterised us previously, and which characterises most of those who are around us.  We ally ourselves with the most unpopular cause that ever was in this world, but which is the only security against impending ruin.  The man who builds a house upon the ground without foundation undoubtedly takes the easiest course, but he is very imprudent.  It is easier to be a nominal Christian, with just enough profession to give one respectability, than it is to steadily set oneself to do what the Lord says.  The latter requires deep digging, and getting down to the rock.  Nothing will stand the impact of the coming storm but what is built on the principle of obedience to Christ.  We do not truly believe on Him if we do not do what He says.  It is certain that this will involve an immense amount of exercise, continuous exercise, but this is precisely what is meant by digging and going deep.  One little thing done in obedience to Christ, which we never should have done according to the flesh, and which cost us something to do, will give us more stability than listening to sermons all our life without our practice being affected.  But the life of discipleship does not mean one thing done on that principle, but the whole life built up on it because the One whose words we do has acquired supremacy in our hearts.  Nothing less than this is true Christianity.
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See following extract
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