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HOW WE SERVE GOD, THE LORD JESUS, AND ONE ANOTHER

J. Spinks 

Exodus 21: 1–6; Romans 12: 1–3; Galatians 5: 13, 14; 6: 1, 2; Revelation 22: 1–5 

I would like to say a word, dear brethren, as to how we serve God, and the Lord Jesus, and one another. It is a wonderful system into which we have been brought. It consists of persons who have been affected by the love of God; their desires and outlook have been changed, and every one has an appreciation of Christ. Finally, we shall all be conformed to His image, that is the great end in view. How wonderful, that we shall actually bear the image of the heavenly one! What God has in mind at the present time is moral conformity, and I think if we are to be rightly in the assembly we must come as those who have relinquished all ambition, all self-seeking. We come in as those who seek to serve as motivated by the love of God. That is the great spring and motive for service. It was so with the Lord Jesus and that is why I read in Exodus 21, a beautiful type of Him as the One who came to serve. 

In coming into manhood He had certain rights, including the kingship of Israel, but He relinquished those rights. To use typical language, He laid aside His garments to serve. How wonderful it is to think of the Lord of glory “taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death”, Philippians 2: 7, 8. What food for the soul! We need to feed on Christ. If we are going to be here in God’s service we need to feed on Christ. At a critical juncture in the history of Elijah, God supplied him with food, and it says he, “went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights”, 1 Kings 19: 8. That was food given to him for a period of time, forty days, and in our case it is a period from week to week, we feed on Christ. What a privilege it is to gather together with those who love our Lord Jesus, to partake of the Lord’s supper and feed on that blessed Man, feed on His holy perfections. What food it is for the soul, it gives strength, gives endurance, gives a motive for being here as affected by the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So it says here, “six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing”. 

Think of the Lord Jesus coming in as a Man; think of that precious service. From the time that He was acclaimed by heaven at His baptism up to the mount of transfiguration, he served in principle for six years. He accomplished that which He set out to do, establishing the glory of what God looked for in man. He could have gone out free, for nothing, as having glorified God on the earth. Love would go further, it is excess, dear brethren, it is what love delights to do. To express the love of God He took a bondman’s form. He laid aside His garments in order to serve, and that service led Him right through to death, and that the death of the cross. 

He served humanity; He said prophetically, “man acquired me as bondman from my youth”, Zechariah 13: 5. He has served you and me, dear brethren. Every one of us here in this room tonight is a testimony to the efficacy of the precious service of the Lord Jesus. 

In Exodus 28, Aaron was clothed with certain garments which are referred to as garments for glory and ornament. Included in these garments were the breastplate and the shoulder pieces, with precious stones set in them, and they were worn by Aaron as he went into the sanctuary. 

It bears on the present position of the Lord Jesus. He has been invested with glory; God has raised Him from the dead and given Him glory. He has gone in with these garments of glory and ornament and He has the saints in His heart. How wonderful to see the Lord as invested with glory! That is what came into the first preaching. Peter, standing up with the 

eleven, and preaching in tremendous power, says, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. He was given the highest place in the universe; as we sang in our hymn, the highest place in heaven. Thank God we are in a circle of persons who are in accord with heaven’s acclamation of Christ. What a thing it is to sing with joy in our hearts as to the One whom the heavens must receive, the One whom God has invested with glory. Soon He is going to come out in those same garments and every one will have to bow the knee, and accord Him the place that God has given Him. He has not yet asserted His rights publicly; that awaits a future day, “we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”, Hebrews 2: 8, 9. That is the view that the saints have by faith, but meanwhile, He is serving His own in wonderful love. 

When we come to the service of the priest in Leviticus 16, on the great day of atonement, he did not have the garments of glory and ornament. When Aaron went in with the blood of the sin-offering to sprinkle it on and before the mercy-seat, he was clothed in holy linen vestments. When the Lord Jesus took up the great matter of sin, He did so by virtue of what He was personally and morally. How precious to think of it! He did not take it up, speaking carefully and reverently, in His official capacity when He took up the resolving of the sin question. From one point of view, the Lord laid aside the garments of glory and ornament, but no one could divest Him of these holy linen garments. Men sought to do that. They sought to divest the Lord of the dignity that belonged to Him, but they could not. The greater the opposition, the more His moral glory shone. It was what He was in Himself, what He was personally. He went into the sanctuary with His own blood and effected the great matter of redemption. What a Saviour He is! What a Man for our affections! That blessed Man whom the heavens must receive; He is the Man who has effected everything for the glory of God. 

How we need to be affected by the moral glory of Christ, and as thus affected, take on His features. 

That is why I read in Romans 12. In the first part of the epistle. Paul has gone over these great matters relating to the outshining of God, how the Lord Jesus has met the question of sin. 

Here he says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”. He is beseeching them by the compassions of God; it is not now a question of demands of the law, but of the way God has come out in grace; so that we are ready to put our bodies on the altar. 

What does that mean? It means that we make a committal from which we never go back. 

When the body is placed on the altar, in principle, it can never be recalled. Who would wish to recall it? It is a very sad matter when persons go back on their committal to the Lord Jesus, a very sad thing. You remember how Jonathan made certain committals to David. There was no doubt about the genuineness of his love for David, but there came a time when they parted company; in the type Jonathan was not prepared for the reproach of the Christ. At that time they wept with one another until David exceeded. Think of the feelings of Christ! I trust there is no one here who is thinking of turning back. I trust there is no one here who would recall their body from the altar, to use typical language. 

In Romans 5, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Everything really begins from that; all the grievous exercises that come into Romans 6 and 7 are entered into because we are affected by the love of God. We come through to something in our own souls and we present our bodies as acceptable to God. Think of that! We who had been bondmen to sin, governed by the whims of our own lawless nature, going this way and that way according to the lusts of the flesh, becoming acceptable to God. What a fine thing that is, to be acceptable and serviceable to God. What does it 

mean to be serviceable? It means we hold ourselves for the will of another. We no longer live to ourselves but to Him who died for us and has been raised. What a fine thing it is that the Lord has such at His behest at the present time; men and women, boys and girls who are serviceable to the Master. It means not only that they have relinquished their own will, but they are imbued by the Spirit of Christ, so that they have the feelings and affections that are proper to those who serve God. 

The principle of service is a very wide thought; if we go to the Old Testament we find there is priestly service and levitical service and military service. I do not want to go into these things in detail, but it is very interesting for the young people to take up these Old Testament scriptures, and see what moral lessons there are to be learned in them. The priests had many things to do; the service of God was committed to them. They had to keep the fire burning on the altar all night, so that everything was kept in readiness for the pleasure and service of God. The levites had to carry all the things pertaining to the tabernacle through the wilderness and set it up at every encampment, very arduous work. Then there is military service, that comes into Numbers. That involves that we are committed to the local position. It means that we value the ark, and value the system that God has placed in relation to it. Christ has a place in our affections and the saints have a place in our affections, and we are going to stand by that. Paul says to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Timothy 2: 3. The main thing about the soldier is that he does not entangle himself with the affairs of life, “that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier”. Is our main object in life to please the Lord? Let us search ourselves dear brethren; I feel searched myself as I speak. A good soldier of Jesus Christ has only one object, and that is to please Him who has enlisted him as a soldier. 

Well, these Old Testament scriptures are written for our learning, so that believers should become instructed and intelligent in the truth. There is not only affection involved, which is a prime thing obviously, but that we develop in intelligence. Then it goes on to say, “And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. That means that your mind is no longer governed by your own lusts and desires, but it is governed by the will of God, which we prove to be “good and acceptable and perfect”. The Lord would seek to lay claim to our affections, “My son, give me thy heart”, Proverbs 23: 26. If He has the heart, He has the whole man, that is the great secret and strength of service. When a person is converted, we speak about them giving their heart to the Lord Jesus. Well, that committal has to be maintained; we place ourselves at the disposal of the will of God, and thus come into the testimony of the Lord Jesus. Paul says, in addressing Timothy, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings”, 2 Timothy 1: 8. It is a suffering time, dear brethren; are we prepared for it? It is a great thing to realise that despite the onslaught of the enemy, and all the exigencies and vicissitudes of the testimony, the assembly is being formed. It says in Isaiah, “This people have I formed for myself—they shall show forth my praise” (Isaiah 43: 21). How is He doing it? He is doing it through all these grievous exercises through which the saints are passing, some things very difficult, very hard to understand. Let us not shrink from the suffering involved, but see the great end that God has in view. Let us see that we are committed to something that is going right through, not only to the millennial day, when it will be displayed in all its glory and splendour, but right through to the eternal day, where all will be maintained for the pleasure and glory of God. 

I just want to refer briefly to Galatians, because what is involved here is that we learn to serve one another. That is what love does, love delights to serve. When the love of God is shed broad in our hearts, they 

become enlarged, and we begin to take on features of Christ. Serving is not an onerous thing when love is there; it says, “by love serve one another”. What a fine thing that is. These Galatians were biting and devouring one another. It is a sad thing when saints of God are engaged in this. When matters arise, instead of building up one another and serving one 91 

another in love, they bite and devour one another. Well, when that happens Paul says, “see that ye are not consumed one of another” (Galatians 5: 15). Let us see, dear brethren, that we are on the line of love, taking as our pattern the true Hebrew bondman, affected by the love that went all the way even unto death. It says here, “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”. How simple Christianity is; the love of God, the love of Christ, the love of the saints, it is a wonderful system of love. I trust you dear young ones value the place into which grace has brought you, a system that is dominated by love. 

Then it goes on to say, “Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest thou also be tempted”. 

What a fine example of how love operates; to be able to get alongside a brother and bring in help, bring in healing. Maybe something has come in between brother and brother, or sister and sister, perhaps something has come in that is needing adjustment, how love would serve in this way. How we need to learn to do this! The Samaritan in Luke 10 had in his possession something that met the condition of the man on the way to Jericho. What resource do we have, dear brethren? Can we bring in something that answers to the oil and the wine; can we bring in healing, can we bring in restoration? There are many things in our localities that test what resources we have. What a man of resource Paul was; he could say, “put this to my account”, Philemon 18. I feel greatly tested by this, but love is the answer to so many things. 

Indeed, I would go further than that, I would say that love is the answer to everything, it says in 1 Corinthians 13: 8, “Love never fails”. Here it says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ”. How wonderful that is, “the law of the Christ”! It is the law that governs the Christian position; set out perfectly by the One who served even unto death; and now serves His own in priestly grace and succour. It is the law that governs our dealings with one another. In saying this, I am not seeking to weaken the truth, and if the principles of the truth are abrogated or set aside, we must act accordingly. 

The truth must be maintained. Well, I take the word to myself, I think we would all acknowledge that we are pretty weak and feeble, but the Lord will help us as we are committed to this line. We all need help and we can be helpers one of another. One of the beautiful features that comes out as you follow through Romans 12 is, “in spirit fervent; serving the Lord” (Romans 12: 11). What a brother that would be to have in your locality—one “in spirit fervent; serving the Lord”. 

We see in Revelation a very beautiful picture of the millennial day, and it is very refreshing and blessed to read it. It speaks of a river of water of life, and of the tree of life. These were things that were seen in the beginning of Genesis, and here we see them in all their glory, in a scene where everything is of God. Every trace of evil has been removed and the scene is one filled with joy, filled with fruitfulness, filled with blessing. I believe we touch it as we come together. What particularly drew me to this passage was this precious thought, “and his servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face; and his name is on their foreheads”. This is not service in a scene of contrariety, this is priestly service in an area of love where everything is according to God. No doubt it will be our eternal portion to serve in the liberty and dignity of sonship, but there will be priestly service in this millennial setting. Then think of the saints in this respect, “his name is on their foreheads”, each one having an impress of the image of God. Earlier in this book there is a reference to persons 

who will have the mark of the beast on their foreheads. The day is coming when that prophecy will be fulfilled; persons will not be able to buy or sell without having the mark of the beast on their foreheads. But think of a company of saints with the impress of the image of God, who are marked by the characteristics of that blessed Man who is so delightful to God, and are occupied in His service. 

These are wonderful things, dear brethren, and while they may especially bear on the service of God on Lord’s day, I believe they extend into all our gatherings. We can touch something of the blessedness of being able to serve God as those who have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, who have been given the Spirit of God’s Son in our hearts, whereby we can cry, Abba, Father. Think of these holy feelings that rise up in the hearts of the saints, who are enabled by the Spirit to give expression to them feelingly and intelligently. In the day to come, of course, when we have our bodies of glory, there will be nothing to hinder. 

There will be full expression of everything that God has done; everything He has worked out in the saints will be given expression to. Let us see, dear brethren, in committing ourselves to the testimony of our Lord, that we enter in a fuller way into these things that are available to us now in the power of the Spirit. May the Lord help us and bless us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
12 November 1994 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Romans 12:1-3 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Galatians 5:13-14 (JND) [13] For *ye* have been called to liberty, brethren; only [do] not [turn] liberty into an opportunity to the flesh, but by love serve one another. [14] For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;

Galatians 6:1-2 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted. [2] Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfil the law of the Christ.

Revelation 22:1-5 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, [4] and they shall see his face; and his name [is] on their foreheads. [5] And night shall not be any more, and no need of a lamp, and light of [the] sun; for [the] Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of ages.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Philippians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

1 Kings 19:8 (JND) [8] And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.

Zechariah 13:5 (JND) [5] And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth.

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Hebrews 2:8-9 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Proverbs 23:26 (JND) [26] My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Isaiah 43:21 (JND) [21] This people have I formed for myself: they shall shew forth my praise.

Galatians 5:15 (JND) [15] but if ye bite and devour one another, see that ye are not consumed one of another.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Philemon 1:18 (JND) [18] but if he have wronged thee anything or owe anything [to thee], put this to my account.

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12:11 (JND) [11] as to diligent zealousness, not slothful; in spirit fervent; serving the Lord.



THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST

N. T. Meek 

Song of Songs 2: 3; Genesis 18: 1–8 

I wanted to speak about being under the influence 

of Christ in enjoyment and also in service Godward. In the scripture in the Song of Songs, He is the apple tree, He is distinctive in the woods. I suppose that is one thing we can never emphasise too much, that Jesus is distinctive. I do not know whether you have found it to be such, whether you have ever taken time to think quietly of the uniqueness of Jesus. I am not thinking only of His work, which is unique, of course, but I am thinking of His Person. There was never a man so attractive as Jesus, and there has never been found a man under whose shadow it is so pleasant to sit. This writer says, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down”. 

She has come under the influence of Jesus in type; come under the influence of Christ, we may say, the One whom God has anointed, the One whom God has marked out in distinctiveness, and it is open to you and me to sit under His shadow. 

It means that I take time to deliberately sit down, consciously under the influence of Christ. 

We have to be quite definite about these things, dear brethren. Most of us lead fairly busy lives, there are a thousand things to do, but it is part of the Christian’s inheritance that he should spend some time under the shadow of Christ; that he should learn to abstract himself or herself from all that is around. If you have a Bible or a book of ministry, all well and good, but make sure that it leads you to Christ where you are reading, and then stop reading and just contemplate the One you have read about. You will find what this sister found, that she had rapture, and you will find too, dear brother and dear sister, that this kind of thing gets easier the more you do it. It becomes habitual. There was a sister, when the Lord Jesus was here, named Mary, of whom it is said she deliberately sat at His feet and heard His word. This is not exactly hearing His word here, it is rather being occupied with His Person. But the Lord Jesus commended what Mary did. He said, she “has chosen the good part”, and He said it will not be taken from her (Luke 10: 42). 

You say, Mary is gone now. That is true, she has gone to be with the Lord, but the good part has been left for you and me, and, dear brethren, therein lies a peculiar source of strength and a peculiar character of growth and development; it has come from simple occupation with Christ. There is Christian knowledge to be gleaned from the scriptures, of course, and from the books, but make sure that it leads you in your affections to Christ. You sometimes go to the Scriptures or to the concordance to find a certain train of thought maybe and see how a subject is presented in Scripture; that is the work of the student; to sit in His presence is the work of the lover. She goes on to say, “his fruit is sweet to my taste”, and the Lord would feed such a one in their souls, “his fruit is sweet to my taste”. It is in a different setting, but you remember that Boaz reached Ruth parched corn (Ruth 2: 14). The Lord notices such persons who are prepared to leave other things for a moment and be occupied with Himself. I do not know, dear brethren, of any more rewarding occupation. You could not put a price upon it! 

The most precious thing that any of us will ever take to heaven will be the knowledge of God, and you learn it in the presence of Jesus. I would just encourage us to be definite about this. I do not want to put anybody under legal obligation, but one finds that one has to be definite and allot a certain time of the day, in principle make a vow that you are not going to be just a nominal Christian, you are going to be one that feeds on Christ. That is the way you will be like Him. There is no surer way of being like Christ than feeding upon Him. There was a monk who wrote a book called ‘The Imitation of Christ’, but he missed the point really. You do not become Christ-like by seeking to imitate Him outwardly; you will become like Him by feeding on Him, growing in your soul in appreciation of Him. Now just work it out, dear brother and dear sister, work out some part of your daily timetable where you can spend twenty minutes, ten minutes, five minutes, and ask the Spirit to help you to 

be occupied with Christ. I think you will find the Spirit will be very ready to help you in that; there is nothing He likes more than to glorify Christ, and He will be very pleased to help you. 

Now I read the scripture in Genesis 18, and we have a reference to a tree again. I am not referring to the oaks of Mamre. There is a tree in verse 4, and I take it the same tree in verse 8. Here is Abraham, the great Abraham, a remarkable man, the scripture says he is our father because the element of faith was in him. But he gets this divine visitation, really it is God Himself has drawn near. His immediate concern is a right one and that is to provide some refreshment for God’s heart, to serve Him. So he proposes that he will fetch certain things that God may be served, that He may be ministered to. I suppose that is one of the great objects of God coming out, that He might be ministered to; He said, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. Exodus 4: 23. I suppose that is one of the great objects in life, to serve God. I mean by that to worship Him, to minister to His heart and to His affections, to speak to Him about Jesus, and to thank Him for the myriad blessings that He has in mind for His people. 

We were speaking the other day about Joseph’s coat of many colours, that refers to the glories of Christ. How wonderfully bright and pure those colours were. You could speak about one of those colours to God, the freshness that always marked Jesus in His service, how fresh and green it always was. Brethren come together to break bread, and having broken bread they engage in God’s service, and what do they do? They serve under the influence of Christ. I think that is what this tree refers to. Abraham stood under the tree and he served from that point. 

That is what believers do rightly, they serve under the leading and influence of Christ. All that passes through the hands of Christ is acceptable to God. The Lord Jesus is the great Priest. I may use expressions which are imperfectly formed, I may even say things that 

I am not in the good of, but they pass through the hands of the great Priest. He discards what is unreal, but He passes on what is real, and that is what reaches the Father’s heart. So we need to serve consciously under the influence of Christ, and we would like to know more about it practically on the Lord’s day morning. The Lord Jesus comes to us in the breaking of the bread and we address Him as present. Do I give out a hymn under the influence of His presence? Am I conscious of being there, so to speak, under His shadow? How the Lord would help us in these things! One of the most encouraging things I think is this, that God knows our hearts, and whatever weakness we may feel ourselves. He knows what our heart is registering; He knows, so to speak, the way it beats, and it is pleasing to Him accordingly; I mean in the reality of it. He appreciates reality. We have been together these two days, and if the Lord will we shall be together again. What a matter it would be if we could gather more consciously under the influence of Christ. 

Well may the Lord encourage us, dear brethren, because this tree is a wonderful tree to be under. And dear young brother, if you are going to preach, make sure you get under the influence of Christ and go and preach from that vantage point. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Endbach
22 October 1988

THE GOSPEL OF GOD AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

J. A. Gardiner 

John 3: 14–21; 4: 13–26 

It is a very fine verse of Scripture. John chapter 3 verse 16. There will be many, many people in heaven 

who have come to Christ through that verse, and the blessedness of it is that it opens the door for every one. No person need elect themselves out of the blessedness of salvation in this day in which we live, indeed, in this whole dispensation. That wonderful word “whosoever” 

means every one in this room, it includes me and it includes you. It says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son”; He could give no more, nothing that was dearer to His heart than His only-begotten Son. He gave Him, so that “whosoever”—what a word that is!—“that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. We have read in these two chapters, which, I suppose cover the whole spectrum of the social scale in humanity. There is Nicodemus, a teacher in Israel, probably outstanding as a sample of human propriety, and at the other end of the scale we have a woman who has had five husbands, probably looked upon as most depraved in humanity, but “whosoever” includes them both. And “whosoever” includes all between, the whole range of men, because it is the desire of God’s heart, not only that some men, not only that some races, not only that the ethnic majority of some races, but that all men might be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

You will know that death lies on the race; you have never seen anybody yet who has lived for ever; no matter how old you may be, or may become, there is a day when you die. That is the divine sentence that was passed upon man when he refused to be regulated by the will of God. God says to man right at the beginning, in the garden of Eden, You have everything that you could desire. There was one restriction, “Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”, Genesis 2: 16, 17. It does not say you will pass away, it says, “thou shalt certainly die”. That was God’s word; God said that. It would have been the fulness of wisdom to listen to God’s word, and to have paid attention to it and to have obeyed it. But then something else happened, somebody else had something to say in contradiction to the word of God; in the subtlety of satanic influence and insinuation, the serpent said, Hath God said so? Is it really true (see Genesis 3: 1)? Maybe Satan is saying that to you now. Is it really true that I should listen to what is being said? Is it really true that it is the word of God? You begin to doubt, Satan puts a doubt there. Then the serpent says to the woman, “Ye will not certainly die; but God knows that in the day ye eat of it ... ye will be as God”. So the woman took the fruit of the tree and ate, and gave it to the 96 

man and he ate. Then their eyes were opened and they saw that they were naked, and man was driven from his place in the garden of Eden. 

God’s heart is toward you and the fulness of divine blessing is yours for the taking, but there is this matter you have to do with God about. So we have here this man, Nicodemus, he comes to the Lord Jesus by night. It would be a reproach for a Rabbi amongst the Jews to come to Him by day, so he comes by night, and says, “we know that thou art come a teacher from God”. The Lord Jesus says to him, You must be born again. You hear a lot these days about ‘born again’ Christians. It is a right expression, you must be born anew. You must have your beginning from another source, that is what it means; because all that you may be, you may be as good as Nicodemus, you may be better, but it is not going to help you or bring you any nearer to God. That included the woman in the next chapter. So the Lord Jesus could see all this in Nicodemus. He says, You are a teacher and you do not know these things, you are supposed to know them. How do you feel about being born again? You cannot do it for yourself, it is the sovereign action of the Spirit of God. “Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God”, John 3: 3. I am thankful that I can stand here and can see the kingdom of God in this room. What does that mean? I can see persons who regulate their lives by the word of 

God. It involves that they have all come in the same way; they are amongst the “whosoever”, who have believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. They have come to the Lord Jesus in their sins, and have confessed their sins. 

It does not take a great rigmarole to confess your sins, all that you need to say is, I have sinned. The man in Luke 15 says, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee” 

(Luke 15: 21), and that is it, he is forgiven. He did not have to say much more; he does say, “I am no longer worthy to be called thy son”. The father’s heart goes after him; he runs and falls on his neck and covers him with kisses, showing he was so pleased to see him. Are you going to be like that tonight? It is open to you. We used to sing, 

‘The gates of heaven are opened wide, 

At His Name all the angels bow; 

The Son of man who was crucified 

Is the King of glory now!’ 

That is the same Jesus. He has been to the place where you and I deserved to be. He has borne the judgment that was due to you and me. But “God so loved the world”, not the world as it is in its depraved condition, He loved the world of humanity, He loves man. 

I can say to you without fear of contradiction, that God loves you, and He has no reserve whatsoever in His love to you, and He has no reserve whatsoever in His love to me. If there are any reserves, if there is any hindrance, it is from my side, and it is from your side. Are you going to answer to God’s love? Nicodemus is puzzled he cannot figure it out. I suppose he thought Judaism was the acme of everything, the finest in the world, and as a natural religion so it might be, but it will not bring you to God. You will not get into heaven by joining any church or anything like that. There is only one way into heaven, and what a blessed way it is, that is through Christ, that is the doorway to heaven. Would you like to have to do with Him? Nicodemus is puzzled 

and he responds in a natural way; it shows the darkness that clouded his thoughts. The Lord Jesus goes on to say, “Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”, John 3: 5. No matter how refined, how educated, how developed the natural mind is, it is unable naturally to apprehend the greatness of God. 

So the Lord Jesus goes on, and says, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. That is a very wonderful statement, Jesus is saying that Himself. He is the Son of man, He was the One who was lifted up. Moses had to make a serpent of brass, put it upon a pole, and when the Israelites looked upon it, they lived. There was God, in figure, condemning sin in the flesh, that awful power, the self-will of man acting against the revealing of God. How terrible it is! God was condemning that in the flesh, in Christ. Do you understand what that means? The law could not do it for persons. This is a manifestation on the part of God, of the love of God. Going by rules and regulations, keeping the ten commandments does not take you to heaven, and the more you try to keep them the more you will find that you are unable to keep them. It only brings out the extent of the damage that has been done to you by failing to be regulated by the word of God; and even though you try to regulate yourself by it you will find you are unable to do it. So the teaching is that the law came in that sin might become exceeding sinful, showing the kind of hopelessness that is within yourself; the more you try to do it the worse off you are. God has removed the whole thing in totality in the cross “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

Think of God giving us such a clearance that we might drink into the wonderful outshining of divine love and grace; the Son of man has taken upon Himself what was due to us, and in Him, in His own Son, God condemned sin in the flesh. He removed the man completely, altogether out of His sight. So in this gospel Jesus has a free hand, He does everything Himself, and He does it, as always, in absolute perfection; He has done it for others and He will do it for you. So He says the motivation for this begins with God. Are you conscious that you are in the presence of the manifestation of the love of God? God so loved the world! The devil says differently, he says God is against men and other nonsensical things. You go by the word of God, plain here in black and white, any can read it “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. 

Would you like life eternal? That is the gift of God. The wages of sin is death, that is what you will be paid if you go on in sin, death, but the gift of God eternal life. You would be a fool to refuse the gift; how foolish to refuse it. This scripture proves without doubt that God is for you, at the present time God is for you—“God so loved the world”—that is the extent of His love, and He gave the One dearest to Himself for it. It has been said that He judged the things He hated most, in the One He loved the most. Jesus has taken our place on the cross at Calvary, and God has made Him sin, and executed His fierce and unmitigated judgment against sin in that blessed holy Person. On the cross Jesus said, in the prophetic language of Psalm 22: 3, “thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, and the whole matter of sin and sins was finished judicially for ever in the sight of God. When He died He bore the penalty of sin which is death; and in going into the grave the man who sinned was removed judicially. So there is nobody, from that point of view, in the sight of God but Jesus Christ Himself, the perfect Man, who wants to be your Saviour. He shed His blood, that is the price paid, that is atonement; and He went into heaven in the power of His own blood, the whole matter completed to God’s satisfaction. 

Nicodemus, what are you going to do? You may be a religious person, maybe you feel that you are slightly off-mark morally besides other people, there is somebody who will pinpoint that. If your works are evil you will hate the light, but if you practise the truth you will come to the light. Are you going to begin to practise the truth tonight? What a moment it is to start practising the truth. You say, What do I do? Confess Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, that is practising the truth to begin with. You say, I really feel convicted but I do not feel equal to the presence of God; the holiness of God is causing me concern, and the judgment of God that lies ahead of me is causing me more concern, and I feel I am really in a ferment when I have to do something. What am I going to do? Listen to the word “whosoever”—practise the truth and come to the light. What an opportunity that is. “He that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God”. Would you like to work something in God at the moment? We would beseech you to do it, “wrought in God”, what a fine expression. 

The next example, and one of the greatest examples in this gospel of a person whose works were wrought in God, is John the Baptist—he was a burning and shining light. He came to the light, and it was evident that his works were wrought in God. See the things he says about Jesus in the first chapter, and how his heart is thrilled, he says, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 29. There is such power in that expression that two disciples leave him and follow Jesus. Would to God that persons would start tonight following Jesus. You are not asked to follow men, and if anybody does that, asks you to follow a man, do not go. Follow Me, Jesus says, Follow Me. 

Jesus is going through Samaria, and this woman comes out to draw water. It tells us the time she came as well. The disciples had gone away to buy provisions. It was the sixth hour—I think John gives the Roman time; that is the hour she came out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus asked her for a drink. Is that not beautiful? Jesus, God manifest in flesh, He made that water you know; no human being can make water. This blessed Man, the Word, who was with God, and who was God, Jesus, in lowly humanity, sitting at a well of Sychar, is asking this woman for a drink of water. I am sure He would set her at ease; many persons would have looked the other way, maybe felt it was very depraving to associate or even to pass the time of day with such a person. I doubt if Nicodemus would have even passed the time of day; but Jesus had come, as the hymn says, 

‘Sitting, walking, talking with thee!’ (Hymn 112) 

It speaks about how near He is. There is nothing to fear, you do not need to be afraid to have to do with God. Natural thoughts and ideas come into our minds as the preaching goes on which have their inception in fallen nature, that is where they come from; if you analyse and trace their influence to the source, it will be to the devil, who is the enemy of your soul. 

The Lord goes on to speak to this woman about living water. She is telling Him about the well Jacob gave to them, he drank of it and his sons and his cattle. She can speak about our father Jacob and all that kind of thing, she has that kind of relations. Everybody naturally wants to make something of themselves. If there is a thief in the family they do not tell you about him, but if there is somebody who has made some progress, you will be told a lot about that, everybody would know. It is all to do with the natural pride of the heart of man. Jesus was not thinking about that. He is telling this woman, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again”. What water are you drinking? What do you find your satisfaction in? 

Everybody finds satisfaction in something. Life for many people is so aimless it is unreal, it is unbelievable. Do you know 

where you are going and how to get there? God answers every question in His word. That line of things is a thirsty line, there is no satisfaction in it—“Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. She had come out to draw water, which is a normal and daily call, and He takes up that question, and begins to speak to her about eternal life; speaking now about the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is wonderful what comes to us in the glad tidings, sins forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit; power in the soul to help you to regulate your life by the word of God, to attach you to Christ where He is in glory, and to give you an aim and an object in life, so that you will find fulfilment and satisfaction in your whole life. There is a lot said these days about fulfilment, job satisfaction, all these things; but this matter of your soul finding its rest and satisfaction in Christ is all important and essential, because apart from that there is no hope for your future whatsoever. 

So Jesus goes on, He says, “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. That is a process—“shall become”—it is springing up within the believer and leading to inward deliverance. You go through various concerns, brethren call them exercises, and you come to this point when you realise that you are a horrible, wretched man. You say, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?”, Romans 7: 24. The water has been springing up. It is not that you are not converted, it is not that you are not saved, it is not that your eternal salvation is in doubt at all, but it is that you need to get clear from this awful power of things in yourself that is hindering your progress. You are coming to a judgment of it, you are coming really to the new husband. The woman had had five husbands, none of them had afforded any satisfaction, but she comes to the new husband, that is Christ; “to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God” (Romans 7: 4), is the divine objective. We are to be associated with Christ for ever, joined to the Lord, is what one is thinking. All that is in mind in the teaching here in this wonderful chapter. 

She wants it and says, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. 

Jesus says to her, “Go, call thy husband”. Now this is what is called the moral question. It just means the difference between right and wrong. It would not be kindness for the Lord Jesus to pass by this, “Go, call thy husband”, He says, “and come here”. She has not got a husband. 

He knows all about that. He can tell you all about your history, tell you things you may not even know yourself, things you may have forgotten. He knows all about it. He is not looking upon you with any condemnation. He is looking on you in grace, and love, and concern that you might respond to the appeal of His grace in the preaching. 

Now she goes on to something else, she starts speaking about “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain”. I have been at this church, or I have been at that meeting, and so forth, some little family history in relation to it. Jesus says, “the hour is coming when ye shall neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what; we worship what we know, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth”. Are you going to be amongst them? 

This is true worship—“worship the Father in spirit and truth”. Answer to God from a thankful heart, responsive to all the love and grace and service that he has extended on your behalf. 

That is true worship, in spirit and truth. There is no legal liturgy, it is spirit and it is truth, it is in accord with the way God has made Himself known. Then He says, “God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth”. The Father seeks such. Think of God seeking you, and seeking me, wonderful grace! He wants us to come and enjoy things with Himself as true worshippers, “the Father seeks such”. You get true worshippers I believe in Luke 15, when they are feasting on the fatted calf and enjoying the music and dancing. 

May it be our portion tonight to know what salvation is, to have the blessedness of knowing Christ as our Saviour, and to be conscious that our load of guilt and sin that we have carried about with us all those years is lifted from our conscience, cleared completely and for ever. 

Because if you are saved, if you belong to the “whosoever”, that is eternal; there is no such thing as being saved today and lost tomorrow, that is a false doctrine. If you come under the shelter of the blood of Christ, you are under the shelter of that blood for ever. May it be the portion of each one, and may the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
4 September 1994 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:3 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste.

Genesis 18:1-8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. [4] Let now a little water be fetched, that ye may wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. [5] And I will fetch a morsel of bread; and refresh yourselves; after that ye shall pass on; for therefore have ye passed on towards your servant. And they said, So do as thou hast said. [6] And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes. [7] And Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave [it] to the attendant; and he hasted to dress it. [8] And he took thick and sweet milk, and the calf that he had dressed, and set [it] before them; and he stood before them under the tree, and they ate.

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Ruth 2:14 (JND) [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some].

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

John 3:14-21 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal. [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him. [18] He that believes on him is not judged: but he that believes not has been already judged, because he has not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

John 4:13-26 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here. [17] The woman answered and said, I have not a husband. Jesus says to her, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; [18] for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband: this thou hast spoken truly. [19] The woman says to him, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet. [20] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where one must worship. [21] Jesus says to her, Woman, believe me, [the] hour is coming when ye shall neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father. [22] Ye worship ye know not what; we worship what we know, for salvation is of the Jews. [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers. [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth. …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Genesis 2:16-17 (JND) [16] And Jehovah Elohim commanded Man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

John 3:3 (JND) [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15:21 (JND) [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son.

John 3:5 (JND) [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



EXTRACT

Peter’s second letter would also help us in the sense of addition. Not simply objective truth but what is done in my soul in real progress. “For doing these things ye will never fall”. That 101 

is a fine word, “never fall”. “Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall; for thus shall the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be richly furnished unto you”, 2 Peter 1: 10, 11. Many rely on objective Christianity and neglect the corresponding experience in the soul. It is in “doing these things ye will never fall”. It is in this alone we can have steady assurance. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 88, p.155)
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2 Peter 1:10-11 (JND) [10] Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall; [11] for thus shall the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be richly furnished unto you.
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