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COMMUNION

J. N. Darby 

In order to communion there must be perfect peace as regards the conscience. There is no communion in conscience. I am alone as to my conscience, and so are you. In order to communion, I must have far more than conscience, though a perfectly purged conscience is the basis of communion. We must know that God has settled the whole question of sin. The moment a child of God fails, communion fails; the Spirit then becomes a reprover to bring him back, but there is no communion. Communion is the full enjoyment of God and divine things, having nothing to think of as regards myself. God can now let flow, into the heart that has a conscience purged, all that He delights in. He loves to communicate what He Himself has joy in. 

All that Christ is is for us to enjoy. You are called into this place of Christ Himself, who is the Head of the body; so that the delight God has in Christ should flow down into your heart. 

How rich then the saint must be! But he is entirely dependent on the Spirit of God for power. 

There is no power to enjoy anything without Him. There must be an emptying from self to enjoy what He gives. The Spirit of God has no place to act where self and imagination are in exercise. It is not the glory, which is at the end, that is so much the object of the thoughts, as the source of it God Himself. 

‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ N.S. Vol. 16, p.160 

 


LIGHT

A. B. Parker 

2 Corinthians 4: 5–7 

I was thinking as our brother was speaking of the way in which the apostle was in the gain of the realities that he had come to embrace which began with the glory when the Lord Jesus appeared to him on the Damascus road and a light brighter than the sun shone round about him. So here he is about to speak about the tremendous pressures that he and those with him were under and goes on to the point where he says, “so that death works in us, but life in you” 

(2 Corinthians 4: 12). He can speak about these things in power because he is related to the glory and the Man in the glory. This verse, “the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine”, takes us right back to the very beginning of our understanding of the creation, when everything was dark, darkness covered the face of the deep, and Paul carries right through in his thoughts to the completion of every matter in the death of Christ and His being raised from the dead, and being in glory, the glory of God expressed in His face. What a tremendous leap, you might say, spiritually from the commencement of Scripture, the introduction of a scene of darkness and chaos, right through to a settled, ordered matter where the Man of God’s choice is seated on the throne and everything is under divine regulation. 

It is a tremendous matter, and it began with glory. You may say it began with light, yes, light I believe is closely related to glory. “Let there be light” (Genesis 1: 3); it was light that was commanded and shed out of the darkness; it was not light shining from heaven exactly, but I would think it was light from the blessed Spirit of God who was there in the darkness. I say that reverently, and subject to correction, but it does say “darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”, and the command was that out of darkness light should shine. It is not only that the light shines into it and dispels the darkness, but that out of darkness light shines. 

So it speaks, as we know, of the way God operates, the way He comes into our histories, when we are going on in darkness and without any thought for God; we have been that way. 

Some of us know what it is to be moving in darkness, and whilst there had been parental care and some appeal through the Scriptures, yet our souls were dark and it was necessary that something should take place. So the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God take on a very appealing and personal bearing upon us. We can raise a question with ourselves, and it is wholesome to do it, whether there was an answer to God’s word, “Let there be light”, in our souls so that when light came in there was a change. This matter of change is so important, a change is when light comes into the soul, our eyes are opened and we can see. 

It just occurred to me as our brother was speaking about the sons of Ephraim in Psalm 78: 9, how well we can see that the characteristics that marked them affected us, at a time when it was a time of battle, a time when there should have been manhood with us, at a time when there should have been the bringing in of light instead of the absorption of darkening influences. We have to face all this in our souls. It is one thing to say, ‘Well, we have faced it and let us put that behind us’. I do not think we would ever put it behind us in the sense of not being ready at any time to acknowledge the 

extent to which things went from light into darkness and we went with them; it is a terrible, terrible matter. Not that I want unduly to dwell on that, but we do learn by contrast and we do not appreciate the light if we have not come to realize the density and power and awfulness of the darkness, darkness that could be felt. 

Well. God wants to preserve us in the light, and tonight is a good night to talk about glory because it is the opposite to what it is outside, and we would go through the outside conditions with the glory in our souls. And where is it? The glory of God is in the face of Jesus Christ. It is a wonderful thing to know that that glory is concentrated in the face of a Man. What expression would be in the countenance of Jesus! May we just get some impression of the face of Jesus, the glory of God shining in His face. We need to know Him in this character; we need to know Him better in every character; we need to know what it is to resort into His presence. I challenge myself constantly, how much do I do it? How little I do it! 

There is a wonderful comfort and a sense of warmth that comes into your soul, a sense of something radiating, as you get into the presence of the Lord and can just spread matters out before Him, and He gives you the sense that all is under divine control. These are wonderful things. These things take place, as in Psalm 78, where the sons of Ephraim turned back in the day of battle; their wills were active, they were engaged in other things which caused them to set the will of God aside. It is a terrible thing when this happens. But it is that same psalm that finishes up with a man David—leading the people and feeding; skill and integrity characterized that man. He was not turning back in the day of battle, he never did; 

David knew how to go forward and he did it in the power that God gave him because he was in contact with God. Shall I go up? Will they deliver me up into the hands of the enemy? He asked these questions of God and he got the answers, and we need to practise more and more to get a sense of divine direction in all our matters so that there can be integrity marking us, not just profession but integrity, and then skill will come with it. 

We just need encouragement, dear brethren. I am not criticising in any sense; if I am critical at all it is of myself because I realize the need for more energy spiritually and physically, to be committed to the will of God. May the Lord just encourage us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
13 November 1979 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:5-7 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

2 Corinthians 4:12 (JND) [12] so that death works in us, but life in you.

Genesis 1:3 (JND) [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

Psalms 78:9 (JND) [9] The sons of Ephraim, armed bowmen, turned back in the day of battle.

Psalms 78 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Asaph.} Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. [2] I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter riddles from of old, [3] Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us: …



“WHATEVER HE MAY SAY TO YOU, DO”

J. Renton 

John 2: 1–12 

It is very encouraging to be reminded that the Lord, as our brother has said, does not change. 

He is always available to help, and to lead; there is never any lack with Him. But there is need that we should be available to Him that He should have His way with us. 

What impressed me was the expression at the end of verse 10, “Thou hast kept the good wine till now”. That is what the feast-master said to the bridegroom; however, the feast-master was not in the secret of how the good wine became available, but the servants knew. The feast-master said to the bridegroom, “Every man sets on first the good wine, and when men have well drunk, then the inferior”. That is what men do; when things come into the hands of men there is bound to be deterioration, but “thou hast kept the good wine till now”. The feast-master credited the bridegroom with this, but the servants knew that it was the Lord who had produced the good wine. The feast-master had taste; he was able to discern that the good wine had become available, but he was not in the secret of how it came. 

There are different characters in this passage: the bridegroom, the feast-master, the mother of Jesus, the servants, and others invited. It says, “And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited”—Jesus also. He was a kind of after-thought. Certain arrangements were made and then Jesus also, and the disciples, were invited; that is, the Lord Jesus was not given His right place; He was not in control; others were in control, and Jesus was added. It is no wonder therefore that the wine became deficient. Arrangements were made by men and the Lord was a kind of appendage. This has happened in the history of the testimony; we know this kind of thing; men arranging things, not under the control of the Lord. 

There is what is religious in the arrangements, and what is of nature in the mother of Jesus, and she intervenes; but the Lord adjusts her and she accepts the adjustment and gives a good word, “Whatever he may say to you, do”. ‘ Whatever He may say’, she said to the servants. Of all the persons at this wedding-feast the servants would be of the least value; they would not be prominent—they were behind the scenes somewhere, but they were available to fulfil the Lord’s word. Whatever He said, they did. This is how recovery takes place, 

when the Lord gets His rightful place. There is no indication that the feast-master gave Him His rightful place, nor the bridegroom. Both the feast-master and the bridegroom held official positions, but the servants had no official position; they were merely servants; they would be regarded as of the least account in all this gathering, but they would represent, in principle, what the Lord said in John.14: 21, “He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me”. They would also represent those who kept His word and so fulfilled what the Lord said. 

Six stone water-vessels were standing there; they did not have to be fetched, they were just available on the spot. The servants and the water-vessels would represent one thing, in a sense. “Jesus says to them, Fill the water-vessels with water. And they filled them up to the brim”. If we are to know times of help and blessing, we have to fulfil, in a full way, the Lord’s word. The servants filled the vessels up to the brim; there is no room for anything else. This would indicate full devotion to the will of the Lord. It is not half measure; it is not something of the Lord’s mind and something of my mind; there is no mixture here, “They filled them up to the brim”. It is like the principle of consecration. Consecration in Leviticus 8 means literally ‘filling of hand’. When Aaron and his sons were consecrated, their hands were full; there was no room for anything else; that is like the servants here and the vessels, there is nothing before them but the fulfilling of what the Lord indicated. 

Then the Lord said, “Draw out now”, and the good wine was there. Everything that men set on, even with good intentions, will become deficient; but when the Lord takes control there is no inferiority, no deficiency; “Thou hast kept the good wine 

till now”. I know that was said to the bridegroom, but he had nothing to do with it. It came to pass under the Lord’s complete control. Wine was spoken of in Jotham’s parable as that which cheers God and man (Judges 9: 13), so that it is for the pleasure of God and our own blessing. The good wine would be what stimulates and encourages us, and this is made available. The servants and the water-vessels were the means by which this wine became available as fulfilling the Lord’s word. Others partake of it; it was not for the servants only; thus good wine is available. 

In spite of public confusion, in spite of the history of things in which we have been involved, the good wine is being drawn out now. Would the ministry the Lord is giving be inferior to what He gave in previous years? I do not think so. I think what the Lord is giving now in ministry can be spoken of as good wine; evidence of the word of God coming to us in our localities would answer to the good wine. It has been kept by the Lord to encourage and stimulate, and for the pleasure of God. It comes about through the acknowledgment of the Lord in His rightful place. The Lord is able for the initiative. At the beginning of the incident the Lord did not have the initiative; others had the initiative, whoever they were, and the result was deficiency. We have known that. The great need now is to recognize the Lord’s initiative and be fully committed to it, filled up to the brim, and we will continue to experience the drawing out of the good wine. 

This becomes the means of Jesus manifesting His glory. If the Lord speaks to us in encouragement it is because of what He has done. We have set nothing on; He has set things on. It becomes a means of the manifestation of His glory; it causes Him to be glorified. The feast-master 

would have glorified the bridegroom; the feast-master still had men before him; he was not in the secret; the servants were. Jesus manifested His glory; any feature of recovery we enjoy becomes a manifestation of His glory, “And his disciples believed on him”. 

It says in verse 12, “After this he descended to Capernaum, he and his mother and his brethren and his disciples; and there they abode not many days”. He is leading now, and they are following They are kept together in following Him, it is not like verse 2, ‘And Jesus also, and His disciples ...’, but, “he and his mother and his brethren and his disciples ...” related to Him. In the beginning of the incident those who made the arrangements expected that the Lord would be related to them, but the great need is for us to be related to Him. May we be encouraged and helped to continue, giving Him His rightful place, for the manifestation of His glory, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence
15 February 1983 

 


Scripture references

John 2:1-12 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. [4] Jesus says to her, What have I to do with thee, woman? mine hour has not yet come. [5] His mother says to the servants, Whatever he may say to you, do. [6] Now there were standing there six stone water-vessels, according to the purification of the Jews, holding two or three measures each. [7] Jesus says to them, Fill the water-vessels with water. And they filled them up to the brim. [8] And he says to them, Draw out now, and carry [it] to the feast-master. And they carried [it]. [9] But when the feast-master had tasted the water which had been made wine (and knew not whence it was, but the servants knew who drew the water), the feast-master calls the bridegroom, [10] and says to him, Every man sets on first the good wine, and when [men] have well drunk, then the inferior; thou hast kept the good wine till now. [11] This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him. [12] After this he descended to Capernaum, he and his mother and his brethren and his disciples; and there they abode not many days.

John 14:21 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

Leviticus 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil, and the bullock of the sin-offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened [bread]; [3] and gather all the assembly together at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Judges 9:13 (JND) [13] And the vine said to them, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees?



PEACE AND LIBERTY

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Romans 3: 22 (last clause)–26; 4: 23–25; 5: 1, 2; 8: 15–17 

I desire to speak simply and briefly about our Lord Jesus Christ, the subject of God’s glad tidings, in particular to speak of peace and liberty, which He would desire we should all have. 

The day is coming when peace will be known in the world and liberty too. It is God’s desire that men should have it. 

I suppose there are two things for which man is struggling today. We would all have read or heard of the Polish workers. I suppose the two things they are struggling for are peace and liberty. These things are not much known even in our part of the world where persons are more free. Real liberty is not known. I think in God’s glad tidings He desires that we should have peace and liberty, so the Lord Jesus is presented to us as the One who laid the basis for us to have them. I wonder if all of us here have them. Paul says in writing this letter that the gospel of God is concerning His Son. It is not concerning us, although of course it is towards us, and the message is to us good news concerning God’s Son. So that we present the Person and the work of Jesus. That is what people would call an old-fashioned gospel, the Person and the work of Jesus. So we think of Jesus, the Son of God and we think of His perfection. 

He was just alone here, perfect in blood and flesh. Because He was without blemish and without spot He was able to offer Himself spotless to God, so that the great question of sin and sins might be settled for God’s satisfaction. How wonderful that is that He should have come in to do that. 

Here in Romans 3 it says that all have sinned. There is no difference whether it is the pagan or heathen, or whether it is the philosopher, a man who can tell you all kinds of things, or whether it be the Jew. There is no difference; all have sinned and come short of the glory of God—now that does not exclude anybody. I expect you have all read the little tract where one man was trying to excuse himself. A brother turned to this scripture and began to read it. 

I believe the man’s name was George and the brother read the scripture like this in the presence of this self-righteous man—‘There is not a righteous man, not even one—except George. There is not the man that understands—except George. There is not one that seeks after God—except George. All have gone out of the way—except George’. That brought it home to his conscience immediately. There are no exceptions. “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”. 

Then it says, “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”. That is, believers in Him are freely justified—“Justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat”. Think of Christ Jesus being set forth as a mercy-seat. That is, God can dispense mercy to all men; Chinamen, Frenchmen, Germans, Englishmen; He says there is no difference. God can dispense mercy. We sometimes think what a wonderful thing it is that we can receive mercy. 

Of course it is, but I think, speaking guardedly, it is a more wonderful thing that God has a righteous basis whereby He can dispense mercy, and He can dispense mercy because of the work of Jesus. 

So it says here, “God has set forth (Christ Jesus) a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for the shewing forth of his righteousness”. How wonderful to think of the blood of Jesus! I wonder if everyone here has faith in the blood of Jesus. Has everybody here? I suppose we could say, Well, we are all breaking bread so it must be so. But I would not say it must be so that because we are all breaking bread we have faith in the blood of Jesus. It is possible to break bread, as I often say in the preaching, and not be converted. It is possible, and has been known. So God still has the gospel preached that we might be reminded of the work of Jesus which He has done for God, what we will call the Godward aspect of the work of Christ Jesus. It says, “through faith in his blood, for the showing forth of his righteousness ... that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”. God must be just. He could not be otherwise, could He? Could God do anything wrong? But because of the work of Jesus and the shedding of His precious blood, God is just and at the same time justifies him that believes in Jesus. How wonderful that is, that God is satisfied. We sometimes sing, ‘God is satisfied with Jesus’, then we sing—I hope we sing it truthfully—‘We are satisfied as well’. But the first thing to see is that God is satisfied with Jesus. God is satisfied with His work. God has been glorified in the work of Jesus. When Jesus on the cross bore the judgment of God against sin and sins God was glorified and God was satisfied; it was a perfect work. 

You will remember that in the Old Testament the blood had to be taken in to the holy of holies. The high priest had to take it in and put it on the mercy-seat. Then he sprinkled it seven times before the mercy-seat (see Leviticus 16: 14). The first was for God, and we do need to understand, all of us, young and old, that what Jesus did, His work and the shedding of His blood, satisfied the righteous claims of God. So that God has a basis whereby we can be justified and cleared from every charge of guilt. He at the same time is just in doing that— 

‘God could not pass the sinner by, 

Justice demands that he should die; 

But in the cross of Christ we see 

How God can save, yet righteous be’. (Hymn 357) 

How wonderful! Who would ever have thought of a scheme like this, except God Himself. 

And the Person who has effected this work for God’s satisfaction is Jesus. So it is through faith in His blood, and God, in what He does in extending forgiveness to men, is just and righteous, and we come into the benefit of what Jesus did on the cross. 

You might say, ‘Well, my sins were all future when Jesus died’. That is perfectly true, but the work was done there, and you and I come into the benefit of it through faith in Jesus. Mr. Darby said, and I think it will convince us all, that it is not right that the believer should speak about past, present, and future sins, because he should never anticipate future sins. In point of fact all our sins were future when Jesus died, were they not? And the point is, He had done a work at the cross before any of us were born, and we can have the benefit of that work through faith in Him, and know that God is satisfied in respect of sin and sins, and glorified. 

It is not simply for our benefit, but it means that sin was such an insult to God. That insult to God, which had come into the world, has been completely dealt with for His eternal glory. 

How wonderful that is so, that He should be just and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus. 

Now in the next passage it is not that side, but it speaks of the One who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification. Now I would remind us all—some of the older brethren know it well—that while the blood of the one goat was taken in and put on the mercy-seat—which meant a work done for God and the satisfying of God in respect of sins—the scapegoat had the sins of the people laid on its head and it was taken away into a land not known by men the bearing away of offences and sins, remitted, taken right away, so here it says (this is our side of it), “Jesus our Lord, who has been delivered for our offences”. 

I suppose some might say, ‘Well, you say He was delivered for our offences; but that happened before we were born’. God is God; He knows everything. So we accept the simple 

message that Jesus was delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification. I can say, through simple faith in the Lord Jesus, that all my sins were dealt with when He died on the cross. Can you say that? Can everybody here say that? I hope you can. Can you put yourself in this little word—“delivered for our offences and … raised for our justification”? If so, God reckons you righteous. 

You might say, ‘I do not feel very much like it’. It is not a question of what you feel. It is a question of God’s mind and thought about you. If you believe on Him that has raised up Jesus our Lord from among the dead, God reckons you righteous. Your feelings have nothing to do with it. It is God’s mind about you. This is from His point of view. Everyone who believes in Him that has raised up Jesus our Lord from among the dead is reckoned righteous, justified, cleared from every charge of guilt. You may not feel very much like it, and you might still be anxious and might still wonder. It makes no difference. 

You may have read, ‘Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment’. The writer gives the illustration of two men in their houses and in both cases the blood was put on the lintel and the door-post (see Exodus 12). He says in the one house we will suppose there was a man who was very anxious when the avenging angel was coming to execute judgment. He wondered, Will the avenging angel pass over my house, or will he not? But in the house next door the other man was quite calm and settled and at peace. He had no fears. Now the writer of the tract says, 

‘Which of the two persons was safer?’ Who do you think was safer? The person who was anxious or the person who was at peace? They were both equally safe, because the removal of the judgment for them did not depend on their feelings, 

it depended on the word of God, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you”. So whether one man was trembling and fearful, and the other one was at rest and peace, both were equally safe, and so it is here; it depends on God’s word which says that righteousness is reckoned to him that believes on Him that has raised up Jesus our Lord from among the dead. 

So, whatever my feelings, if I believe on the God who has raised up Jesus our Lord from among the dead I am reckoned righteous and cleared from every charge of guilt. That is His mind about me. We need to understand this. Then it says, “having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God”. You may say, ‘Well, I do not enjoy it very much’, but here it is from God’s point of view. How wonderful that God should regard us like this as believers on the Lord Jesus. Whatever our feelings, failings, and the like may be, it does not alter God’s mind about us. 

Now I go on to chapter 8. Of course there are experiences in between through which we must pass, but God desires, as I have said, that we should have peace, and I think if we can grasp the fact that things depend on God’s word and do not depend on our feelings it will greatly help us to enjoy the peace that is ours. I wonder if all of us here enjoy peace towards God or whether we have some little fear. God would remove all fears. He will point us to the work of Christ on the cross, and in addition to that He will point us to His word, which is sure. Mr. S. J. B. Carter used to say, ‘Trust in His word who cannot lie, and faithful on His work rely’; you see, you are relying not on yourself, or your feelings, but on the work of Christ and on the word of God. 

Now in the last scripture we read it says, “For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption”. How often we get into bondage, do we not? God wants us to be in liberty. How do we come into liberty? I think we should really come into the joy and experience of peace and liberty as we receive the Holy Spirit, and, of course, then we must make room for the Holy Spirit. It has often been said that we may have received Him, but perhaps we do not give Him much room. We might have someone in our house, and perhaps we do not give the person very much room in the house. We keep him shut up, hindered. The Holy Spirit has come to dwell. It says a little earlier in this passage that the Spirit of God dwells in us (Romans 8: 9). 

I wonder if every one has received the Holy Spirit. That is most important. Then if you say, ‘I have received the Holy Spirit’, I would ask you, How much room do you give to Him? Do you speak to Him day by day? Do you ask Him to help you, ask Him to direct your attention to the Lord Jesus and the blessings that are yours in Him? That is a question for us who are older. Perhaps the question for those that are younger is—Have you received the Holy Spirit? 

If not, the Father would encourage you to go to Him and ask so that you might receive the Holy Spirit. But for those of us who are older the question might not be. Have you received the Holy Spirit, but. How much room do you give Him in your life? How much room do you give Him in your mind? How much are your thoughts occupied with spiritual things? Then, of course, if we go back a step further we have to ask ourselves, How much room do we want to give Him? Would you like to give Him all the room? 

You older brothers and sisters, would you like to be full of the Holy Spirit? If I think of being full of the Holy Spirit it means I must be 

emptied of myself and, to be quite honest, naturally I certainly do not want that. We speak sometimes very glibly about being full of the Holy Spirit, but if I am full of the Holy Spirit, what else? That is a very deep exercise, is it not? And yet, the Holy Spirit would desire to fill the vessel and if the Holy Spirit fills the vessel then Christ is magnified in the vessel, because the Holy Spirit is here to glorify Him. Then, to come to my point, it says, “Ye have not received a spirit of bondage … but … a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. 

Think of speaking to God like that, knowing God as your Father, even speaking to Him as your Father. We cry, “Abba, Father”. Those were the words of the Lord Jesus, “Abba, Father”; but then Paul goes on to say, “The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God. And if children, heirs also”. Have you ever considered that to which you are an heir? I suppose if I had a very rich father I would give certain consideration to the things to which I was an heir. Think of being heirs of God. God has very extensive riches and blessings. Then we are Christ’s joint-heirs, linked with Christ, “if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him”. 

What blessings the gospel brings, does it not? it brings forgiveness of offences, peace towards God, liberty, joy, and security, not only for eternity, but security in time too. Believers are cleared of every charge of guilt; no one can point a finger at them at all, and then the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit so that we might be brought into liberty. So God’s gospel, you see, if men only knew it and appreciated it, really presents to us the very things they are struggling for; peace and liberty. Are these things not what the presidents of the world desire? 

Are they not what men generally want? You ask the man on the street, Do you want war? Do you want bondage? No, I want peace and liberty. That is what he would tell you. The answer is in God’s glad tidings, (not in the way in which men desire it, because when men say they wish to be free what they really mean is they want to do as they please); but this is liberty with God, peace towards God, and liberty with God, and the wonderful outlook of the second coming of the Lord Jesus. 

Are you looking forward to it? I suppose when we get a little older we look forward to it more; perhaps when we are younger we are looking forward to life. Well, I think the Holy Spirit would work in our hearts so that we might be increasingly looking forward to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. And when you see Him, how will you feel? I might ask myself the same question. How will I feel when I see Him? When I am at the judgment-seat of Christ how shall I feel? I love to think of the simple fact that the One that I shall see as my Judge is my Saviour. I shall be able to tell Him that my faith was in His blood; I had believed on the God who raised Him from among the dead. There can be no charge of guilt; my faith and all that I have depend entirely upon Himself. The One who will then be my Judge is also my Saviour. 

How wonderful the glad tidings are! We hear them so often that, to men, they are like Tennyson’s brook which babbles on for ever. The gospel will not go on for ever. It will stop suddenly. And when it stops men may wake up. Like the steam hammers in the iron-working town, which I expect you have all heard about, constantly making a noise. Accustomed to it, all the village slept right through the night. One night the noise of the hammers stopped. All the village woke up. The gospel will be like that. One day it will stop. People then may wake up, but it will be too late. Let none of us here treat the gospel lightly. Let us increase in the knowledge of our Saviour God and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, for His glory. 

Preaching at Rotherham
2 November 1980




Scripture references

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Leviticus 16:14 (JND) [14] And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle with his finger upon the front of the mercy-seat eastward; and before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood seven times with his finger.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:



“ALWAYS WITH THE LORD”





P. 

1 Thessalonians 4: 17 

This is a wonderful word with which, in accordance with the stimulation of the apostle, we should encourage and comfort one another. We understand it, I think, usually in the sense that we shall be eternally happy and blessed in the presence of our beloved Lord. 

‘Safety—where no foe approaches; 

Rest—where toil shall be no more; 

Joy—whereon no grief encroaches; 

Peace—where strife shall all be o’er’. (Hymn 206) 

“God ... shall wipe away every tear … death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more”, Revelation 21: 3, 4. Yes, thanks and praise be to God, we shall enjoy this; we are fully entitled to look forward in happy expectation to this wonderful release and to the final freedom from all the vexations, necessities and wants of our wilderness path down here. 

Yet I would point out that there is another side to this glorious prospect. That we should be “always with the Lord” does not only mean a precious expectation for us but—and much more still—also for our Lord. He has promised to be with us “all the days, until the completion of the age” (Matthew 28: 20), and also that the blessed Comforter will remain with us “for ever”, John 14: 16. These precious promises will be perfectly fulfilled through the never-failing faithfulness of divine Persons—our beloved Lord Jesus remains with us for ever, and also His Spirit. Yet how is it with us? Our Lord as “the second man”, “the last Adam” should not remain alone, any more than “the first man”, but should have a companion suitable to Himself who should be with Him, and His heart longs for her—‘Love will not be alone’ (Hymn 180). He finds assuredly even now amongst His loved ones, who are privileged to assemble in His name, something of that which His loving heart will eternally delight in and enjoy. 

But is it only in the coming ‘for ever’ that we in this sense are “with the Lord”? How thing’s come in between in our daily lives; how our thoughts become detached from Him and often fix themselves on trifling and unworthy things! I often think of what a beloved brother said in a reading some years ago, ‘Our Lord should not be alone, but I must admit that, if it depended on me, He would be very often alone!’ Oh how often is it so in my case! Yet how different it will be when He takes us to Himself! Not merely no more pain and no more distress, however blessed this will indeed be, but also no more temptations around us, none of the many and varied things which we have here below that often hinder us from enjoying “always with the Lord”. What will it be for Him! 

No more to grieve Thy heart 

By failure sore, 

But join Thee where Thou art, 

The journey o’er. 

O Lord, what joy will fill 

Thy heart of love 

To have Thine own with Thee 

In heav’n above! (Hymn 236) 

Oh may our hearts be comforted by this side of our blessed hope and be encouraged by it so that even now we not only rejoice in His always being with us, but seek earnestly in the present time that He may enjoy our company more and that even now we may be more “with the Lord”. 

From ‘ Neues und Altes’, 2/83




Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 21:3-4 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,



SATISFACTION





Miss Grace Henry 

Where is true satisfaction found? 

And where doth happiness abound? 

Where in this wide world’s vast supplies 

Can ought be found that satisfies? 

The pleasures of the world appear 

Attractive to the eye and ear, 

But soon, ah, soon they pass away, 

Earth’s joys but for a season stay. 

No lasting worth do they possess 

And disappointed we confess 

In earthly pleasure vain the quest 

For satisfaction and for rest. 

And what of honours great—a name 

Inscribed upon the lists of fame 

Applause, renown?—say, surely here 

True satisfaction doth appear. 

Alas! too soon they fade away 

Earth’s glories perish in a day, 

And there is left an aching void 

Within the heart—unsatisfied. 

But do not wealth and earthly gain 

Bring satisfaction in their train? 

Should nought besides true joy impart 

Sure this will satisfy the heart? 

Nay, wealth is but a fleeting thing, 

Uncertain riches cannot bring 

The longed-for object of their quest 

To hearts that seek for lasting rest. 

Oh, where is satisfaction found? 

We travel all the world around, 

We search in vain—it is not here— 

The question is unanswered— Where? 

We look beyond this scene of death, 

Beholding by the eye of faith 

A Man in heaven upon the throne, 

‘Tis Jesus Christ the risen One. 

‘Tis He, alone the heart can fill, 

Who can its earnest longings still; 

‘Tis He alone who can bestow 

What we have sought in vain below. 

In Christ alone true wealth is found; 

The riches of His grace abound, 

To all who will that grace receive, 

The blessed gospel news believe. 

Yea, honours, too, He will bestow 

On all who serve Him here below, 

For He hath said, Who serveth Me 

Shall of my Father honoured be! 

Thus lasting riches—honours true— 

Are found in Christ, and pleasures too 

We find laid up in plenteous store 

At God’s right hand for evermore. 

Yea, though to earthly fame unknown, 

No riches here to call our own, 

In Christ we find a full supply, 

In Him enough to satisfy. 

His riches never can decay, 

His glories never pass away, 

Our heavenly portion is secure 

And shall through endless years endure. 

And through eternity we’ll raise 

To Christ our glorious song of praise, 

Unworthy we—our all we trace 

To this—the riches of His grace. 

Tingwall, Shetland 

(The author, due to poor health, was largely confined to her home. The Lord took her, in 1915 at the age of 25. Another of her poems appeared in the January 1981 issue). 

 


EXTRACTS

In worldly ambition men constantly say 

That ‘where there’s a will, there is surely a way’. 

O Lord! be our maxim more excellent still— 

‘There is surely Thy way, where is not a will’. 

E. L. Bevir 

We may take on more dignity at some times for good reasons; and then other times we are less official and freer—in love conditions, where we are near one another. The Israelites were to remember that they were caused to dwell in booths when Jehovah brought them out of the land of Egypt. Love is there; we begin with love and end with love. 

J. Taylor Vol. 50, p.216) 
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