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THE BODY OF THE LORD JESUS

THE BODY OF THE LORD JESUS
Hebrews 10:5;  Luke 4:1-4;  23:50-24:3;  24:36-43;  Ephesians 5:29,30
A.J.McK.      I thought we might enquire together into the holy subject of the body of the Lord Jesus.  I suggest it with some hesitancy because I feel that I know so little about it.  It has been before us recently in Witney, and a verse in Romans 7 that we read the other week confirmed me in this exercise, in which Paul writes “So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God”, Rom.7:4.  That verse freshly arrested me, because it does not say that we have been made dead to the law by the death of Christ, although undoubtedly that is implied, but “by the body of the Christ”.  
I wondered if we might begin with the mystery attaching to the fact that that body was prepared.  I trust we might be helped by the Spirit to consider the greatness of the fact that His body was prepared; “thou hast prepared me a body”.  A body which expressed everything that was in God’s mind and in His heart; truly a wonder that in a body of flesh and blood, as we know, there was what could be described by Paul as “the fulness of the Godhead”, Col.1:19.  
I was drawn to this passage in Luke 4 as considering a little further the body that was prepared for the Lord Jesus as being a body of a flesh and blood condition.  I suppose we could read every verse of the gospels and see what was worked out in that body. I was drawn to this verse because it says that “he hungered”.  I just wondered, brethren, whether it would perhaps be for the softening of our hearts that we might consider together the immensity of what was there in that body.  And as One in flesh and blood conditions, it says here that He “was led by the Spirit in the wilderness”.  There was the resource that He depended on.  He completed every temptation; we have just read of one, and it was one that affected me because the Lord Jesus said in verse 4 that “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”.  Every word of God had rested in His heart, as a dependent Man who had His ear opened morning by morning (Isa.50:4).  I just suggest these things that we might be affected in our hearts as we consider that body of His.
In Luke 23, we have Joseph of Arimathæa; this is a scripture that I find very affecting.  Joseph was moved in relation to the taking down of the body of Jesus.  I wondered whether Joseph shows us something about how we are to handle this subject; his were reverent hands, holy hands you might say, hands that were undoubtedly provided by God in view of the burial of that body.  And so it was that that body of flesh and blood had to, in a sense, come to an end.  I was struck by a comment that I read in Mr Taylor’s ministry; he said that the flesh and blood condition in which Christ was no longer exists 1.  I am not sure that I understand that, but it was a requirement that that condition should come to an end.  Joseph here identifies himself with that.  He laid the body in a tomb, his own tomb as we understand from another scripture (Matt.27:60).  I think it is Mr Coates who said that Joseph would not have taken his seat in the council again 2.
Then in chapter 24, we have presented a spiritual condition that the Lord Jesus took, and which in His grace He made known to His own.  Romans speaks about the necessity of resurrection, about what was raised.  I thought about the pleasure of God in that; Paul says “ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead” (Rom.7:4), now in a new condition, a condition of flesh and bone.  The Lord Jesus said that “a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having”.  It was not a spirit.  The Lord Jesus seemed to be desirous of making sure that His own were clear that that condition had been taken by Him in actuality; “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”, Luke 24:3.  
In Ephesians 5, Paul writes that “we are members of his body”.  He speaks in this epistle of “the assembly, which is his body”, Eph.1:22.  I have been thinking about that in relation to that question in Romans 7, “that we might bear fruit to God” (v.4).  It seems to me that there should be a conscious sense of being members of His body, those souls to whom He revealed the truth of the condition that He took as out of death would be material for the assembly.  They would come into a conscious sense of being members of His body, and that has in mind that there should be fruit to God.  I trust that as a result of this enquiry there might be fruit to God, something from us and worked out in us that is for the glory of God.  I feel the holiness of the subject, but if we can have our hearts focused on the body of Jesus, and all that it meant to God and how precious it is to God, then it will become more precious to us.  As a result of that, there would be something for God from us, particularly as we grow in appreciation of His body being prepared.
H.T.F.      In Luke 1, in answer to Mary’s enquiry, the angel said, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of the Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God” (v.35).  Is that more than manna?
A.J.McK.      Undoubtedly.  The manna was there, but “the holy thing also which shall be born” – do you think that that was the moment when that body was taken up, we might say, in holy complacency.  Jesus took up what was prepared for Him.  I feel that I can say so little about it, as to how it is that this body was prepared, but the immensity of it is seizing on my heart, that God moved in His own way.  The Psalms give us touches about that, in view of the preparation of what was going to be seen here upon the earth.  That “holy thing” was going to be seen.  
H.T.F.      In John 1, it says that “the Word became flesh” (v.14).
D.J.W.      You referred to the scripture, “in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell”.  That is an inward matter.  Was the Lord’s body necessary to express that fulness?  
A.J.McK.      That is helpful.  Please say more as to the Lord’s body being necessary.
D.J.W.      What can we say about the fulness of the Godhead, what God is?  It required the Lord’s body to bring everything into expression.  It is interesting that we get so much detail as to His body.  You have read the scriptures about His hands, His side, His feet and His looks.  I wondered if that was the way in which all the fulness was coming into expression – in His body.
A.J.McK.      Yes.  It gives us a view of God’s ways, in how that fulness was going to be made known.  And the fact that it has not been hidden should touch our hearts.  It was there in the Lord Jesus, in that body, the fulness of the Godhead dwelt there, and it dwelt there in total complacency.  God moved in that way in order that He might come close to His creature, and show that the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in One who could take His place in the likeness of men.  
D.J.W.      He was a real Man.
A.J.McK.      Yes.  I have been affected by that scripture in Philippians; “taking his place in the likeness of men”, Phil.2:7.  Not ‘a place’; that supports what you say – a real man, although as one has said before, no mere man3. 
R.D.P.      The “mystery of piety” (1 Tim.3:16) begins with “God has been manifested in flesh”.  There had been manifestations of God, in creation for instance (Rom.1:19,20); ”the invisible things of him” were manifested.  But God has been manifested in flesh, and that is part of the “mystery of piety”.
A.J.McK.      I would like you to say more about the thought of mystery, because we are dealing here with something that is hard for the human mind to grasp.  God has moved in a mysterious way in view of the fulfilling of His own ends.  God was manifested in flesh; it is the condition He chose to use.  He moved in His own way and in His own wisdom in that condition in order that He might be known.
R.D.P.      It is right to approach it carefully.  I recall a remark made years ago, that in Luke’s gospel, the Lord was “wrapped in swaddling clothes” (Luke 2:12) as the first expression of divine care for Him, while the last such expression was that He was  wrapped in fine linen by Joseph4.  It is a holy subject.
A.J.McK.      I have been wondering about that.  We have spoken locally about Joseph of Arimathæa, and also about Simeon; it says that Simeon “received him into his arms”, Luke 2:28.  I feel that the reverent care we need to handle this subject is important.
N.J.H.      We have to be guarded in speaking of such a holy subject, but we know that Christ was not created; He is not a creature.  That is a vast difference from everything else.  Everything else was created, and formation comes in too (Gen.2:7), then there is what is spiritual in us: “if anyone be in Christ, there is new creation”, 2 Cor.5:17.  The new man “is created in truthful righteousness and holiness”, Eph.4:24.  But here, the Lord’s body is prepared; He is not a creature.
A.J.McK.      That is right, and it helps in relation to what was mentioned about “the holy thing”.  We are dealing here with something that has its own origin, but seen here in wondrous grace.  God in His wisdom worked in this way in order that there might be something in which the fulness of the Godhead could dwell.  You could not conceive that it could be something created.
N.J.H.      The order goes through, although the condition changes.  Does what commenced here, the great thought of the body, go right through?
A.J.McK.      That is my impression, and we come into that, as we see in the scripture in Ephesians.  We find that we have a part in that in order that God might be glorified having set this whole matter on; it is sustained throughout. 
P.J.W.      In the scripture in the Psalms that is quoted in Hebrews, the note to “prepared” is ‘digged’ or ‘hollowed out’ 5.  Could you help us as to those expressions in relation to what you have been bringing before us?
A.J.McK.      Psalm 40 says, “Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me” (v.6).  There is something of the deep desire of God in this.  Ears would remind us of the quality of dependence that came into view in Christ; there was what could be opened morning by morning.  But this is no light matter; the digging and the hollowing out would be God’s operations.
P.J.W.      That is helpful.  I wondered if it brought before us God’s purpose.  It was ever God’s purpose that Christ should become flesh, or perhaps we should say that He should become flesh in this way.  I wondered if what you say as to God’s working links with the thought of digging or hollowing out.
A.J.McK.      I wondered that.  We are not told when this happened; it occurred perhaps in a scene outside of time, because that is where God’s purpose originated.  It has to do with God’s own wisdom and His own ways in bringing this onto view.  I think what you say as to it always being His purpose is important. There were the four thousand years of the Old Testament, and then there comes into view One, as our brother has reminded us, who took up something that was not created but was prepared.  There is the gentleness and the skillfulness of God involved in the preparation.
P.M.      Is it affecting that the preparation was for One who created everything, but He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”, Phil.2:7?
A.J.McK.      It is hard to grasp the greatness of that movement of His!  What was involved in the emptying I am not sure I really understand.  The depth of what was involved in Him coming into this form and taking His place perfectly filled out what was prepared for Him.
P.M.      As Mr William Johnson said, He never ceased to be what He was by reason of what He became6.  And He was perfect in what He became.
H.T.F.      Hebrews 10 says “Then I said, Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.  Would that commitment involve a body being prepared for that movement to be realised?
A.J.McK.      Yes, and as we understand it, that was His movement into that condition in taking up that body which had been prepared.  It was what belonged to the Lord Jesus; it was entirely His and He moved complacently into it. “Lo, I come” – there is a dignity about that movement.  We think about Him moving and coming into that condition in view of taking up what was prepared for Him, and there was no inconsistency between what was seen and what had been prepared by God.
G.McK.      Do you think in some ways we are not able to separate that from the fulfilling of the will of God?  I was thinking about “sacrifices for sin thou willedst not”; the answer does not lie there.  Do you think the answer lies in the preparing of the body in which there would be the fulfilment of the whole will of God?
A.J.McK.      Yes, all of those sacrifices and offerings were made, but they were not the fulness of what God willed.  What He had in His will and what He had in His heart was One coming into flesh and blood conditions and taking up this body that had been prepared, and only He could do it.
R.J.F.      I was thinking back to the first chapter of Hebrews where it speaks about the Son as being the “effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance” (v 3).  That was part of what the preparation of this body was for – so that God could be expressed, and the glory of God shown in effulgence.
A.J.McK.      That is good.  I am not sure that I fully understand that expression as to the “effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance”.  Think about everything that related to God coming into full and perfect expression – there is no shadow in that.  Then “the effulgence of his glory”; it suggests the brilliance of the shining light that comes out from what was there intrinsically in Him and it fully expressed what was for God.  That required a prepared body.  I think we are getting some help together as to this.
R.J.F.      I was thinking of the Lord coming in as a Babe in a manger. He came in to express the glory of God.
R.W.McC.      The roll of the book has been called the book of divine purpose and counsel7.  “Lo, I come” is the Lord’s taking up His body.  We have spoken of counsel and purpose, and the will of God, but Mr Taylor remarked that in His ways, everything must be based on moral grounds8, and that involved that a body should be taken up.
A.J.McK.      Yes, it was the book of divine counsel: “it is written of me”.  It could not be written of anyone else.  None other could have come into this condition, none other could have come and taken what had been prepared mysteriously in God’s ways, but the Lord Jesus comes into it in the fulness of divine counsel in order that everything that is for God might be secured on that basis.
R.W.McC.      It required the taking up of the body; it required it to be actually physically worked out, to use a poor expression.
A.J.McK.      Well, that helps and maybe that moves us on to Luke 4.  It says that “he hungered”.  I wonder whether that reminds us of the reality of the body of flesh and blood into which the Lord Jesus came.  He took up this body that was prepared for Him, and one reason was that He might go into death.
A.M.      Was it necessary that He should enter into the circumstances and experiences of men down here?  It says, “he hungered”, yet He was perfect in those experiences, in all those circumstances.
A.J.McK.      Yes, I think that.  It expresses what has been on my heart, that He came into these circumstances.  He was weary with the way that He had come (John 4:6).  These things were real and it should affect our hearts to consider the reality of the condition into which the Lord Jesus came.  He took up what was prepared in a body that was outwardly like yours and mine, yet always different.  We have to hold to the perfection of all that He was, but “he hungered”.  That glorious One depended on the power of the Spirit; He is seen as a vessel of the Spirit and when the Spirit came upon Him in the previous chapter, there was nothing that needed to be displaced. 
A.M.      You have referred to the previous chapter.  You can understand the heavens being opened, the Father’s expression of delight that there was such a One who was able to be here in men’s circumstances, but perfectly setting forth all that the Father is.
A.J.McK.      So how precious was this moment and how precious this life when, in the wilderness setting and in those inclement circumstances of opposition, it says that the devil “completed every temptation”.
R.D.P.      It says in Hebrews that “it behoved him in all things to be made like to his brethren”, Heb.2:17.  It is a lovely word, “behoved”.  Scripture is very careful when it speaks of that.  He came into this condition of flesh and blood, He “took part in the same”, Heb.2:14.  The Lord Jesus took on all that He did in the distinction of what this body was; He took part in it.  It “behoved him in all things to be made like to his brethren”.  The grace of Christ entering into the deepest and remotest parts of man’s experience is wonderful.  
A.J.McK.      It is the fulness of divine grace.  That verse you have referred to, about what “ behoved him” – it was entirely appropriate.  We might not have written that, but the Spirit of God has indited those words, “it behoved him”.  It should soften our hearts to see and consider the condition that He took.  He took that condition in order that He might suffer, but He took that condition in order that everything for God might be fulfilled.
M.T.B.M.      In chapter 2 of Luke, it says “And they understood not the thing that he said to them.  And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them” (vv.50,51).  It behoved Him to do that; He was in complete subjection to His parents.
A.J.McK.      What was seen then was perfect manhood.  There is a reading in the latest ministry book about the perfect humanity of Christ.  In Him was perfect subjection, perfect humanity there in One who took up this body in flesh and blood condition.
T.W.L.      In Luke 4, we have what the Lord is as taking up His body on our side, but we also have His perfect humanity for God.  We see Christ moving as a Man for His God, which is very precious.  The expression of God is seen in a Man, and the expression of what Man should be for God is seen in Christ.
A.J.McK.      Yes; “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”.  We have referred to Psalm 40, “ears hast thou prepared me”.  That quality of dependence was for God; “morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  That was for God.  Think of every word of God being received by that glorious Man.  He carried every word of God.  Who else could have said this?  Who else could have defeated the foe by every word of God?  Only One who was here for God could do it.
T.W.L.      I wanted to ask whether here in Christ we have perfect likeness and perfect image?  That is what God began with (Gen.1:26), but here it is in perfect expression; it is a perfect Man for His God.  Would it be right to say that this is perfect likeness and perfect image?
A.J.McK.      Yes.  Every other man fails in this.  I fail, you fail, every one of us does.  There may be some likeness; I trust there is: there may be some image; I trust there is – undoubtedly there is because that is God’s work, but here it is in perfection.  Everything in this Man as led by the Spirit, for that was the power that dwelt in Christ, gave God delight as filling out what had been prepared for His glory.
R.W.McC.      Adam failed in the best of circumstances.  The Lord was faithful and perfect in the worst circumstances; “he hungered”.  He was a Man, a real Man, He had the feelings of a Man, but what pleasure it must have given God to see that Man.
A.J.McK.      Yes, for there to be a Man here upon the earth, One who God could take account of, One of whom it could be said the “ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14:30.
R.W.McC.      It says, “the devil, having completed every temptation …”.  The Lord was able for it, He was tempted “in like manner, sin apart”, Heb.4:15.  He was perfect.  He exhausted all the weaponry of the enemy.
A.J.McK.      The Lord, in Himself and in this condition, defeated the devil.  The devil had nothing that he could bring that could prevail against Jesus.
P.M.      Was this characteristic of the Lord here?  I was thinking of “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word …”.  It was the character of His life that He heard all the time what the Father was saying, and He says that the Father heard all the time what He was saying: “I knew that thou always hearest me”, John 11:42.  
A.J.McK.      Is that what we speak of as communion?  
P.M.      Yes.  Nothing interrupted it; even His service did not interrupt Their communion.  It may occupy us but it never interrupted His, until the three hours of darkness upon the cross.
A.J.McK.      Because of who He was, because of His perfection, He had every word of God, He was the Word.  The “Word became flesh” (John 1:14); every word was there in Him.
P.M.      He was the expression of it, and the fulfilment of it too, but every movement He made was made as hearing the Father’s word in regard to it.
A.J.McK.      The preciousness of that psalm has already been referred to; “ears hast thou prepared me”.  It should affect us to think of what was formed and what was prepared in order that the Lord Jesus should be the vessel in which every word of God could be fulfilled.
R.D.P.      I was thinking of this matter of hunger.  It is remarkable that the Lord hungered.  I suppose the hunger was not part of what sin had brought in, it was an aspect of the condition in which man was as created by God, and the Lord entered into that; He “took part in the same”.  I thought it remarkable that in doing that, the Lord experienced hunger as something that belonged to man as created by God: He took that on.
A.J.McK.      I think that is right.  I was wondering about that reference in Philippians to “taking a bondman’s form”, Phil.2:7.  He entered into that condition in order that He might be here as a bondman.  You get the teaching as to the Hebrew bondman in Exodus 21.
R.D.P.      He took a bondman’s form; it does not say that the Lord Jesus became a bondman.  He took “a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men”.  The distinctions of scripture are interesting.
A.J.McK.      That reference to Him hungering impressed me as to the reality of this condition that He took.
H.T.F.      On the cross, the Lord bore our sins.  It was in that condition as a real Man, that He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.
A.J.McK.      I was thinking about that verse in Peter’s epistle; “bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  Maybe we should go on to chapter 23. 
I did not read about the time when Jesus was on the cross.  I thought that we could carry that in our hearts, but it was the way that Joseph moved that really impressed me.  I wonder if he had light as to the condition that the Lord would then take and how necessary it was that that body should be taken down from the cross; a body in which our sins had been borne.  Brethren, this should touch our hearts, to consider that He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  This was real and as we have been reminded, every sin, every individual sin of those who have put their faith in Him, was borne in that body on the tree.  But that flesh and blood condition had to end, it had to come to a close and Joseph was instrumental under God’s hand in view of a spiritual condition coming into view, a condition that is beyond death.  But ponder the reality of what the Lord Jesus endured as he said “I thirst”; it was part of His endurance there upon the cross.
D.J.W.      In Hebrews it refers to what God did not take pleasure in.  Would this man handling so delicately the body of the Lord Jesus give God much pleasure?
A.J.McK.      Yes, I am sure that there was real divine pleasure in this.  It says in Isaiah 53, “And men appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death” (v.9).  Think of the divine delight in how this body was handled.  Just being practical about it, Joseph had to beg the body of Jesus, he had to take down a body that was not broken.  We need to hold to that, “Not a bone of him shall be broken”, John 19:36.  It was laid tenderly in a tomb.
D.J.W.      That was what impressed me.  It was not left to the soldiers to do, it was loving hands that did it.
J.B.I.      I was wondering about the force of the verse, “where no one had ever been laid”.  We have been impressed recently as to the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus, the way He died, and this was a place where no one has ever been laid.  I was thinking of the force of that.
A.J.McK.      None ever lay in death like Jesus; of Him it was said prophetically, Thou wilt not “allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Ps.16:10.  I can see the preciousness of it to heaven, the preciousness of what Joseph did here in laying the Lord’s body in his own tomb, as we understand it (Matt.27:60).  I think others might have taken account of that stone laid at the door and said, ‘Joseph has died’.  Morally, Joseph identified himself with the death of Christ.  A beautiful touch; He was “with the rich in his death”.  There was something absolutely unique about how the body of the Lord Jesus lay in death.
A.M.      Was there divine care not only in the preparation of the body of Jesus but also in the circumstances?  In the beginning of Luke we have those who were suited to care for Him and He was protected as a Babe.  Here the tomb had never seen corruption, it was suited; “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Ps.16:10.  It was suited to that holy vessel.
A.J.McK.      I was wondering about that expression, not seeing corruption, and I think what you say helps.  It was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid – it was something that was pristine and how appropriate that was.  Joseph had the light of that, he had the light of what was appropriate for the body of Jesus and he moved, undoubtedly directed by God, to beg for His body, to take the body down, and to lay it in the tomb.  He had no instruction as to this, but undoubtedly he was directed in it, that there might be that moment when the tomb could be opened and all could gaze into it and see that it was not there; “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.
P.J.W.      I suppose Joseph would have dug this tomb and hollowed it out in preparation for his own death.  There must have been a lot of exercise with Joseph as to this tomb and then the Lord was placed in it.
A.J.McK.      I suppose when he did that, it would have been for himself; he would perhaps never have thought that another would be laid in it, but when the moment comes he was unhesitating.  The exercise and the labour that he had put into it was entirely appropriate for the One who was his Lord.  Joseph was a secret disciple (John 19:38).  There was something precious in his heart in love for Jesus that caused him to move this way.
R.W.McC.      I like what has been said, that this tomb had not seen corruption, and neither did it.  The Lord was laid there.
A.J.McK.      Yes, and Joseph identified himself with Him in His death.
P.M.      Instead of corruption there were two men in shining raiment.  They were characterised by the One who had risen.
A.J.McK.      Yes.  The shining raiment brings out the first view of what was now out of death in a new condition.  Shining raiment is appropriate to the light of resurrection.  There is something fresh and living in a new condition which is beyond death.  
P.M.      The Lord Jesus tasted death, but He could not see corruption.  It was in the purpose of God that there should be a new order of life out of death, a new condition.  How wonderful!
A.J.McK.      The verse in Romans affected me; who “has been raised up from among the dead”, Rom.6:4.  There is witness in the resurrection, in the One raised up from among the dead and the two men in shining raiment.  There is the principle of witness; the fact that that tomb was empty bore witness.  God is now working and moving on a new basis and in a Man in a new condition.  I wondered about the way in which the Lord moves in relation to His own, in the fulness of divine grace in which He makes Himself known to them. 
D.J.W.      Luke writes with method, and verse 3 is significant; “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.  I wondered if the beginning of the verse gave the clue; it says, “when they had entered”.  We come into this through being identified with the death of Christ.
A.J.McK.      That needs to be thought about.  They did not find Christ’s body lying in death.  I suppose we would all have done this.  We all would have expected, in our own weakness, for the Lord’s body to have been there but the glory of this scripture is the reality of resurrection; He had been raised up from among the dead.  His body is no longer in death and the condition of flesh and blood has ended.  “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb.10:9.  Here is a scene that is characterised by what is spiritual.
D.J.W.      The stone had been rolled away.  Who did it?  It seems to me that there is a spiritual suggestion in it.
T.W.L.      Is this the substantial reality of manhood for God eternally?  They “found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.  He had been raised and He is substantially a Man for God.  God got His Man in resurrection.  We find Him in resurrection, but God got His Man in resurrection.  The substantial reality of manhood for God is seen in that; “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.  
A.J.McK.      Yes, and so it says in verse 39 of chapter 24, “behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.  Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having”.  I wonder at those words, “I myself”; not a spirit but “I myself”.  He was the One that they had learned to love and had come to know.  In His grace, the Lord Jesus was showing that condition to those who would be the material making up the assembly; they were going to substantially represent that.
T.W.L.      Without bringing in too many other scriptures, at the beginning of John’s epistle, the apostle says, “our hands handled”.  That is substantial reality.  The dispensation begins with the reality of the manhood of Jesus for God and for us, and it has carried on in the appreciation of that reality ever since.
A.J.McK.      In saying, “handle me and see”, I do not think that what the Lord had in mind necessarily was physical handling.  This is a spiritual handling.  This is what we are doing today, handling this subject with deep reverence.  As He says, “handle me and see”, do you think we come in the depth of our hearts to appreciate the reality of this for God and then we find our part in what God had in mind all the way through.
H.T.F.      What you just said is confirmed when the Lord spoke to Thomas, but that is at a lower level – that would have been physical.
A.J.McK.      And we are not told that Thomas ever did that. 
H.T.F.      It speaks of what is future but at a lower level.
N.J.H.      We find our Man in glory; “For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  This is where He is and the apostle Paul, who presents Him as the Son of God and as another Man in another world, also refers to His body in Ephesians.
A.J.McK.      We should go on to our verse in Ephesians.  It appealed to me that, going back to that verse in Romans 7, this is the way that there is fruit to God.  How does that happen at the present time?  It is through those who know what it is to be members of Christ’s body.  My impression is that this is as real as the body He had when He was here on earth was real.  It is to be laid hold of spiritually in our hearts, but it is real.  God has fruit from the assembly, Christ’s body.  There is that which operates practically in the day in which we are and in the dispensation in which we are with all the challenges that we know and prove.  As the members of His body are operating together, there is fruit for God from that.
R.W.McC.      We were reminded last time we were gathered together like this that “to be to another” is like a synopsis of chapter 7 of Romans.  This is it really; as the assembly and the “members of his body” are for Him, they are “to be to another”.
A.J.McK.      Yes, to be entirely for Another.  We have a new object.  What a privilege it is to be members of the body of Christ, that One who is crowned with glory and honour.  Then practically, it works out so that there might be something for the pleasure of the Lord Jesus and for His delight, and there is real fruit for God from that.
R.D.P.      It has been said that there is no breakdown in the body of Christ.  The saints are publicly part of the house of God, and the body of Christ is complete; that would be true as much today as it has ever been.  I was thinking of that reference as to what transpired at the cross, that “the body-coat was seamless, woven through the whole from the top”, John 19:23.  It is good, in the broken and difficult times that we go through, to think of something that is not broken down, has not been marred.
A.J.McK.      That is a good and encouraging word because we are natural and we become occupied by breakdown and we worry about it.  But we can take account of that body-coat woven through from the top, it was not parted.  It says, “Not a bone of him shall be broken” (John 19:36); there is that which answers to the Lord Jesus that is entirely unbroken.  It will be seen in an eternal day.  We have the privilege to be part of it now, to be members of His body now.  There is something that is actively working in order that He might be glorified.
J.B.I.      I was thinking of how earlier in this book it speaks of arriving “at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ” (Eph. 4:13), and it comes out in expression in the body.
A.J.McK.      I remember you helping us many years ago about that word “arrive at”.  Say more.
J.B.I.      It was Paul’s yearning that we should all arrive, that we should come to appreciate what is seen in our Lord Jesus in the expression of what is found in His body.  The saints together form the one body.
A.J.McK.      I think we should finish there.  My impression is that there is something actively working now in this company, just a few of us here in this room today, but something actively working out for Christ’s glory, and it is by virtue of being members of His body.
Reading at Grimsby
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Scripture references

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Luke 4:1-4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

Luke 23:50 (JND) [50] And behold, a man named Joseph, who was a councillor, a good man and a just

Luke 24:1-3 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 24:36-43 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? [39] behold my hands and my feet, that it is *I* myself. Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as ye see me having. [40] And having said this he shewed them his hands and his feet. [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat? [42] And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb; [43] and he took it and ate before them.

Ephesians 5:29-30 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.]

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Colossians 1:19 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell,

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Matthew 27:60 (JND) [60] and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn in the rock; and having rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, went away.

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Luke 24:3 (JND) [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Ephesians 1:22 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly,

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Luke 1 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, [2] as those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word have delivered them to us, [3] it has seemed good to *me* also, accurately acquainted from the origin with all things, to write to thee with method, most excellent Theophilus, …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Romans 1:19-20 (JND) [19] Because what is known of God is manifest among them, for God has manifested [it] to them, [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Luke 2:12 (JND) [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger.

Luke 2:28 (JND) [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

Genesis 2:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

Hebrews 2:17 (JND) [17] Wherefore it behoved him in all things to be made like to [his] brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people;

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

John 11:42 (JND) [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

John 19:36 (JND) [36] For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, Not a bone of him shall be broken.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Matthew 27:60 (JND) [60] and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn in the rock; and having rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, went away.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

John 19:38 (JND) [38] And after these things Joseph of Arimathaea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly through fear of the Jews, demanded of Pilate that he might take the body of Jesus: and Pilate allowed it. He came therefore and took away the body of Jesus.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

John 19:23 (JND) [23] The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took his clothes, and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and the body-coat; but the body-coat was seamless, woven through the whole from the top.

John 19:36 (JND) [36] For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, Not a bone of him shall be broken.

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;
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EXTRACT – THE BELIEVER’S BODY
Romans 12:1,2
Each believer has that which can be presented to God as a living sacrifice.  Each believer, as having a body, has that in which the will of God can be done, and that is of great moral value in a world where men do their own will.  We read of the Lord Jesus saying, as coming into the world, “Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire; ears hast thou prepared me.  Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded; Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me – To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart” (Ps.40:6-8), and with that in mind a body was furnished to Him.  You can understand what pleasure God would have as He took account of the movements down here of the Lord Jesus, movements in His body, as He contrasted them with movements of men all around, who were doing their own will and seeking their own glory.
Now God has in mind that what He had in perfection here in Christ should be continued in His saints.  And each one of us, therefore, is to learn to regard his or her body as something of priceless value, which can be, and is to be, used for the pleasure of God.  It greatly dignifies our bodies to regard them in that light, and our lives become sanctified and valuable to God as they are filled out in the light of the possibilities there are of ministering to the pleasure of God in our bodies.  If we think of that, it makes things practical.  We are exhorted in the sixth chapter of this epistle to the Romans to yield ourselves to God as those who are alive from among the dead, and our members as instruments of righteousness to God.  
So that it is not to be a theory with us.  It is not to be an abstract idea which does not work out in what is practical.  Our members are to be held as instruments of righteousness to God, that is to say; our hands, what we do; our feet, where we go; our minds, what we think of, our eyes, what we look at.  All these things are practical and our members are all intended to be held at the disposal of our God.
This exhortation that we have in the twelfth chapter of Romans is the result of the teaching that has gone before in the epistle.  The epistle to the Romans is a most important epistle, a most fundamental epistle.  We are not to regard it as elementary, as something we can dispense with as having got past it; we are to regard it as essentially fundamental and therefore most important, because you know that if you are going to build, the higher you want to go in your building, the deeper you must go in your foundations, and therefore the more we want to progress in the things of God, the more we must look to see that we are established in the truth of Romans.  That is a very important matter.  Take on by all means the truth of the epistle to the Ephesians – God enable us to do it more and more – but the more we do so, let us also see that we are paying attention to the epistle to the Romans, because that is fundamental and, as I have said, the higher you would build, the deeper you must go in your foundations. …
And so when we read on in the epistle to the Romans we are introduced to the thought of God’s purpose, because what underlies the glad tidings which is so blessedly opened up to us in the epistle to the Romans, is the purpose of God.  It speaks of whom He did foreknow.  I ask the young brethren here whether each of them has taken it to heart, that you were known by God personally before the foundation of the world?  You were in God’s heart and mind before the foundation of the world.  What for?  Well, read on, and you will see what for.  It says: “Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son”.  That is what God has in mind for you and me, “to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren, Rom.8:29. ….what God had in mind when He reached you by the gospel was this purpose of His that you should be conformed to the image of God’s Son that he might be firstborn among many brethren. …
And now [Paul] says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”.  What an appeal it is!  We may say, How can I serve God.  Well, you have a body.  All sorts of things are available to you, there is much that can be done in the way of visiting.  A young brother or sister might well visit, because there are plenty that could do with being visited now and then.  You might say, I do not know that I can bring much.  Never mind, maybe you could read the Scriptures to them, or a little bit of ministry, or tell them a little of what you had in the meeting when they have not been able to be there.  Why not be practical in these things?  We have bodies for that very purpose. …You can ask the Lord what he would have you to do.
Winnipeg, Canada
14 February 1959
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Scripture references

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Psalms 40:6-8 (JND) [6] Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded; [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.
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 J. Taylor Vol.72 p.298



[←4]
 C.A. Coates ‘Outline of Luke's Gospel’ p.293



[←5]
 Psalm 40:6 note ‘h’



Scripture references

Psalms 40:6 (JND) [6] Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not desire: ears hast thou prepared me. Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not demanded;



[←6]
 ‘Ministry by William Johnson’ p.183



[←7]
 C.A. Coates ‘Outline of Hebrews …’ p.62
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 J. Taylor Vol.21 p.281
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