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CHRIST AS THE MAN AFTER GOD’S HEART

Psalm 132: 1–18; 2 Samuel 6: 1–15; Romans 12: 1–5

PM  We are seeking to enquire together into the reference in Acts 13, where Paul says as to the history of Israel, that Jehovah said, “I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will” (Acts 13: 22). I wondered if in this reading we might look at David as a type of a believer. How delightful he is to God. This psalm brings something out in relation to that. No doubt it is David that wrote this psalm. He speaks to Jehovah of his committal in relation to the ark. David loved what God loved. He had heard something as to the ark and he had heard of its preciousness to God. He had never seen it. I suppose the ark was in the house of Abinadab long before David came on the scene. He had never seen it, but he had heard about it. I suppose he had heard about it at Bethlehem. Jesse, who himself may not have seen it, would have given some impression of what the ark had been to the children of Israel. The ark in itself was God’s link with His people; the witness that God was among them. It was not very large. Two and half cubits by one and a half by one and a half, and it spoke of Christ, and it brought out the distinctive glory of One who stood in all His uniqueness because of who He was, in His own Person, yet here in lowly humanity. And David says, ‘I heard of it’. Maybe he heard of it in relation to their journeyings in the wilderness and the crossing of the Jordan. How the ark had gone before, and how in the house of Dagon it had looked after itself in the midst of opposition. And its power had been known in the midst of a scene that was contrary. God awakened in David desire that that ark, that Christ, should have His own place. 

We noticed yesterday in 2 Samuel 5, that David had just been anointed in Hebron. In chapter 6 it is as if David says, ‘I have been given the place that God intended for me, but I cannot fill it out unless the ark is in its place’. He says, “we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”. 

What he was considering for was that there might be an answer for God in His people. I wondered if we could see the exercises that David went through in the actual bringing up of the ark. And then, perhaps, we might get a touch in Romans as to the present bearing of committal to what is for God, in the present day. Do you think that might open up some enquiry for us? 

RJC  I am sure that is very helpful. Each one of us has some appreciation of the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, but He is also the One that leads us through the wilderness here, or is available to us, through the wilderness. We should appreciate Him in that way, do you think, as the One who is available to us to see us through every circumstance in view of what would be for the pleasure of God? 

PM  Yes, I think so. What comes out in David’s history from this point is really typical of the headship of Christ as the ark has its place. But I wondered if we might just concentrate our affections on the committals of David as a type of a believer that required that there should be the leadership of Christ in the scene of His absence. 

RJC  The ark went on before in Numbers, did it not, to seek out a resting-place for the children of Israel? So the ark can look after itself, can it, and yet it is so available to us? 

PM  Yes, it speaks to us, does it not, of what came into lowly conditions in the person of Jesus? and yet the half cubit in each direction, reminding us of the glory of who was here, and the mystery of His person, that One was here, that could not be encompassed by man— greater than anything that man could ever grasp. He is ever beyond us, and yet He came into finite conditions in order that He might provide for His people a way through the wilderness, and across the Jordan, and that God might be served. 

CKR  Clearly with David there was definiteness. He says three times, “I will not” in verses 3 and 4. It was like Romans 12, it was his intelligent service that certain things, “I will not come into”, “I will not go up”, “I will not give sleep” until these spiritual exercises had been settled and satisfied. 

PM  Each of those things were legitimate things, were they not? What made him make that committal? 

CKR  You could open it up more, but I have always thought that he heard of it, but when he “found it” that was something very very distinctive and a milestone for him. 

PM  He was conscious, was he not, of what the ark meant to God? In fact, when we come to 2 Samuel 6 it is the ark of God, bringing out I think God’s delight and appreciation typically of all that there is in that blessed Person, who even today is guiding His people through. David says, and what you draw attention to is important, “I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for Jehovah”. That is what was in his heart. It was not what was for him. Here he was anointed in Hebron but that was not what was in his heart at this moment. What was in his heart was what was for Jehovah. 

RDP  Is there a big difference between these two words, he heard of it’ and ‘he found it’? Because he heard of it and it would have been a matter of almost history. It was forty years at least since there had been any movement of the ark, but the difference between ‘hearing’ about the Lord Jesus and ‘finding’ it is significant is it not in our day?

PM  Well, just help us as to it. We need help from one another. 

RDP  I was thinking you began with “I have found David”, Acts 13: 22. It seems to convey more than information, more than interest. It brings about in David a lifetime commitment, not only himself, but everything that he had. I just think it is so important for us that we do not stop at ‘hearing’ about divine things. We have another generation coming on, but when he ‘found’ it, his heart, his mind, his life was engaged with Christ, in type. 

PM  I am thankful for what you say because it is important to hear about it. The household teaching, the morning read, all helps towards the hearing about it, but the work of God in David, through the hearing of it, involved that he would not stop until he found it for himself. Have I found Christ for myself? Not only the answer to my sins, blessed and glorious fact that that is. Unchangeable. But have I found the Person for myself? David says, I will not stop until I find it. 

JCG  What do you understand by the “fields of the wood”? “Found it in the fields of the wood”. 

PM  I suppose it really is a reference to Kirjath-jearim where the ark was found, is it not? but you have some thought as to it, why it is worded that way. 

JCG  Well, there is a place where we name the name of the Lord, in a place where David was searching as applying it to ourselves. He was searching for where the Lord’s name is honoured. Naming the name of the Lord would be involved in that, would it, and we find a company who are true in relation to Christ as typified in the ark? 

PM  Yes. What you say is important and will help us, because the object in view in naming the name of the Lord and departing from iniquity (2 Timothy 2), is not just what it is for us, but that there might be a place for Christ. That is what is in view. We may get an impression perhaps when we are young that we are just holding ourselves aloof from everything here. That is not the object in naming the name of the Lord. Naming the name of the Lord and departing from iniquity is that there might be a place in which Christ can be at home. It is a little like Bethany as a type. Outside of Jerusalem with all its pretension, and there is much pretension around us and we have to guard that it does not come in, into our own heart, but outside of it all was that little company in which He found a home. 

JCG  So he comes to it later that it is “Jehovah ... and the ark of thy strength”. That in the midst of the fields of the wood and an area that might appear to be obscure, he finds something which is the ark of the strength of Jehovah; and that is important for us at the present time in the midst of the breakdown through which we go on. 

PM  I was hoping we would get a touch of that because at the juncture where we are in the history of the testimony, we need the confirmation that it is the ark of His strength. We may feel our weakness, and we should. As we feel our weakness, and are before God in relation to it, we come to prove what the ark of His strength is, that there is One who is great enough to uphold and carry everything through for the pleasure of God. 

JS  In Exodus 25 when God was thinking of a tabernacle for Himself, a dwellingplace. He begins with the ark, everything is centred on Christ. David seems to be governed by the same idea, “Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob ...”. Therefore, do you think, he felt that the ark was in unsuitable surroundings? 

PM  Yes, it was not valued was it? It had been in that house for forty years or more, and nothing is said as to it. It was there in a house on the hill. All the circumstances were favourable, but the ark was not valued in that house. Is the ark valued in our houses? Is Christ the centre of the house? 

NJH  The recovery of the truth, as we call it, actually began in the exercise of, and hearts of persons, for a place really for the ark, is that right? And that is only maintained by exercise in our hearts now. Otherwise we will revert to Abinadab’s house on the hill, is that right? 

PM  I think we could just look at that for a moment, because God worked sovereignly, as we were reminded yesterday, one hundred and eighty years ago. It does not make anything of us or where we are, but God worked sovereignly in the hearts of men; not only in Ireland and this country, but in Germany and other places across the world. At the same time God was beginning a work in the hearts of men. And the work was, that light was dawning that there was another Man in another world who did not have a place here, and the exercise was that there should be conditions in which He could have a home. Now in God’s ways we have been very favoured in that He has added and blessed and fed His people. But the danger at the present moment is that we might just rest in what He has done, rather than have a living link with what He is doing. 

RG  And a living appreciation of who He is, do you think? It is interesting it says, “Until I find out a place for Jehovah”. He does not say, for ‘it’ or for ‘the ark’. Do you think he is reaching something of the half cubit when he says that? 

PM  I am sure of that. You have more to say. 

RG  Well, I was thinking that we treasure the greatness of the work that Christ has accomplished, but when we realise there is a half cubit we come to some appreciation of the infinitude that is there. Not only the perfection but the blessedness of the One in whom God finds such pleasure. So he says, “Until I find out a place for Jehovah”. That is His Person, is it not? 

PM  It is. That is helpful. It was not just the ark but the greatness of Who was here. Who had been in the midst of them? Who had operated for them right through? The greatness of that blessed Person. He says, ‘He is worthy’. Because of who He is, He is worthy of His place. Christ is worthy of His place, dear brethren. Through grace we have ours, but He must have the first place in all things. David says, ‘I have been given mine’ in 2 Samuel 5, but Christ must have the first place. 

RGr  Do you think the fact that he begins by saying, “Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction”, would suggest that David was beginning to understand that God’s ways with him had a definite end in view in order to the securing of this place for the ark? Do you think that is a current voice to us? We may be oppressed in our spirits by circumstances that arise, but God has a definite end in them, and as we bring them up before God, then we would begin to understand how He is working with the saints with an end in view. 

PM  That is most helpful, especially where we are at the moment. God is passing His people through affliction. And there is also, along with that, would you say, the affliction that enters into the exercise of soul that Christ should have His place? 

DBR  Do you think that is why he brings in the “Mighty One of Jacob”? I was thinking of the working out of the ways of God. Would we not have respect of how each other are affected by the ways of God? What you are bringing in is a very practical matter. What would you say about the “Mighty One of Jacob”? 

PM  It is remarkable that David should bring it in in this setting. Hebron had just been in his view, but he says, ‘there needs to be a place for the Mighty One of Jacob’, the One who was operating with His people in difficult circumstances. How He had worked with Jacob, bringing him through exercises that to Jacob were painful, and yet Jacob was the first one in the Old Testament that had light as to the house of God. And the exercises that were brought out with Jacob brought out an appreciation of the house of God. And really that is what David is reaching out to here, that through the circumstances through which God is passing His people, there is going to be an answer which belongs for the divine pleasure, and relates to the house of God. 

DBR  While there is sorrow in this city, there is pressure in it, and there is pressure generally among the saints, but there is to be an end to it. And that really is that the ark might have its true place and that God might have a dwelling-place. Do you think that is the house of God? 

PM  I think it is, and the exercises and the discipline through which the Lord passes us, is never an end in itself. He has an object in view and He does it in His love. He does it to draw us nearer to Himself and to appreciate the world of which Christ is the centre. And we are to appreciate that His own dwelling here in the house of God, is that He should be known here in relation to the circumstances and sorrows and pressures and joys of man. God comes in and makes Himself known in relation to those very conditions. 

JW  David links his affliction with his committal here. Do you think in the times we are going through God will be looking for a committal on our part? A committal that there should be suited conditions for the Lord and for God, both personally, householdly and in our local companies. 

PM  And that committal costs something. I think that is what is in view in the affliction of David here; that there is a cost. Is Christ worthy of that? Yes, He is, unquestionably! But have I come to it that He is worthy of my unreserved committal? David says, “Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction”. I believe it would be right to say that if I have in my heart the truth of the assembly and the desire to prove the headship of Christ, it would involve sacrifice and committal. The enemy is set against the working out of what belongs to Christ in assembly conditions, and committal in this respect would involve affliction in the soul. 

JWr  In the pressures and exercises we go through the divine intent is that Christ might become more to us, do you think? 

PM  Yes. That we might come to appreciate something of what the Father sees in Him, and to give Him the first place, practically, as the Father has done. One thing this psalm brings out, and I say this to our dear young brethren, and I would say it to myself, we never drift into anything in Christianity, we only drift out of things. If I drift I shall drift away. Christ is worthy of full and unreserved committal and David says, ‘Jehovah it costs me something’. 

RDP  Is there another significant difference between what David says about bringing the ark up to me, but finally it is brought not to me but to its place? Do you think it is important to see that is a greater thought than what the ark is to me? And David came to that through affliction; I am thinking of what our brother said about the house of God, the greatness of the position that is His is greater than me alone. 

PM  Yes, and it has already been established by God. In one sense I do not add anything to that, I come into the gain of it. Not that it centres itself in me, I am to centre myself around it, and that really is the exercise that David came to in 2 Samuel 6. What David had to see, eventually, was that everything for him was to centre in the ark. 

RHB  In the psalm that you read there are two oaths, are there not? There is what David swore, but God had sworn unto him. Is that involved in finding the ark, do you think? Finding what God Himself has committed Himself to and the effect of that being that we devote ourselves to it? 

PM  Yes. You can open that up. 

RHB  Well, I do not know that I can but God swore, David says, in truth unto David. He had a sense of God’s own committal. It is a remarkable thing, is it not, that man should have a sense of that, that God had sworn unto him? and that the effect of that in his soul was that he was going to devote himself to the ark? But it would appear at this time, well it might be too strong to say it was despised, but it was of little account really, was it not? 

PM  Do you think the committal of David at the beginning of this psalm is really answered by Jehovah’s appreciation of him? That perhaps might encourage us. If I commit myself to God I can be sure that He will give abundant manifestation of His own affection for me. Paul says, things “which God has prepared for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2: 9), but He has revealed them to us by His Spirit. If I love God and His house, His Spirit will unfold to me the things that God appreciates and I wondered if that came in here. David says, “Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness”. But God answers that. He says, ‘they will be clothed with salvation’. They will come into the gain of all that is in the heart of God for them. How God loves to answer the committal of a man. You can trace that through the Old Testament. 

PJM  The answer comes very quickly it seems in the psalm. He says, ‘I am not going home until I find a place’ and then it says, “For Jehovah hath chosen Zion”. That is the answer. Do you think God answers quickly those who are exercised as we were reminded about Daniel? There were those who commit themselves. He says, ‘I am not going home until I find a habitation for Jehovah’ and very quickly he gets the divine mind. 

PM  Yes, how quick that was with Daniel. We were reminded of it last night that “whilst I was yet speaking in prayer” (Daniel 9: 21), even before he had finished praying, an angel was sent forth, swiftly, to give him the assurance that he was a man greatly beloved. I would say that to the young people here, if you commit yourself to the Lord and His interests and His assembly He will quickly give you the assurance that you are one that is loved. 

JDG  I was wondering whether the assembly week and the celebration of the Lord’s supper concentrates this exercise for the believer now. As we gather together in assembly, that is a distinctive matter, a distinctive meeting, and makes way for the Lord taking His place, that belongs to Him and Him alone in the midst; that is a weekly exercise and the exercises through the week work towards that. I wondered if that simplifies the matter for us in our day. 

PM  And we really gather together in assembly, with the ark in its place in the affections of those that come. We come to really announce to the world that Christ is the One who has His place in the purpose of God, and in the affections of His own, and He will take up that place in the day to come. It is the reversal of the judgment of this world, as we come to the Supper. But then we prove what the ark is as a type of the One in whom everything is centred for God as we proceed. 

PAG  Did you have some impression about the ark of God “which is called by the name, the name of Jehovah of hosts who sitteth between the cherubim”? 

PM  Well I wondered if it was to give us some impression of the holiness and majesty of God. Much was proceeding here. David’s exercises were coming to light and coming to light in conditions in which the ark had not been appreciated. And the movements forward at this junction were not priestly movements. But God remained the same—The ark of God—He who sitteth between the cherubim. The standard was not changed, was not lowered, from the divine side, and really David is called back to that. He is brought back to appreciate the ark of God—God who sitteth between the cherubim. 

PAG  I think what you say is helpful. I wondered if one of the things that we ought to be exercised about is the name of God and the name of the Lord Jesus. To value it and to protect it. These names are greatly misused in the world. I do not want to speak about that, but we should value and protect the names that have been made known to us, and in what we say and what we do we should shun what is not in accord with that name. 

PM  That is most important because we are moving through a scene where the names of divine Persons are put alongside the names of others. But this is the ark of God, who is called by that Name, who sitteth between the cherubim. The divine standard is upheld, the rights of God maintained, and David has to come to the appreciation of that. 

JCG  Do you think that Urijah would be one who really had respect to the name of Christ in testimony in the time of conflict? He says, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths”, 2 Samuel 11: 11. He had respect first to the ark, and we need to have respect in whatever difficult circumstances are faced, to bring Christ in first. That would be the way in which he triumphed although he had to pay for it with his life. 

PM  Everything for God centres in this glorious Person, and the service of the Holy Spirit is to bring us to see that everything for us must centre in Him too. If I am going on without a living link with the Person, I am going on in relation to something in which life is missing, in which the affections of God are missing. The Spirit would bring us back to see that we align ourselves with the greatness and the glory of the One who is represented in the ark. But David in his exercises sought to bring it up, but he did not bring it up rightly. The state was low here. The ark had been out of sight for so long, and it had sat in the house of Abinadab on the hill. What had it been doing there? Maybe covered up by other things. It did not affect the household. Christ should affect our households, dear brethren. 

RDP  I just think it is a very important point, because we would say actually as far as motive was concerned, this was a good effort by David. He put his whole energy into it. He brought all his army up to do it. He built a new cart. It had cost him something. His only motive, you might say, was Christ, but he did not do it in accordance with the due order. I just wonder whether one of the tests that we have to face in our day is that God will not be served in any way. And that was the lesson he had to learn was it not? We are in the midst of Christendom in which man’s mind and his novelties come in to his service, and that is a hard lesson to learn that God will only be served in His own way. 

PM  And involving that what is done is done in the power of the Spirit. The power of the Spirit here was set aside, typically, and the ark was brought in on something new. It was Philistine. The Philistines had done this earlier in the first book of Samuel, and David takes it up, but it was not right. There is a danger in the day in which we are where everything is changing in the world around us, technology is changing, everything is changing, and there is a danger of saying, ‘Well can we not look at this in another way?’ There is no other way. God has established His way in which Christ is brought in as Supreme, and only that way will do for God. 

RT  Is there a danger today of resting in position without vitality, and missing the communion that is necessary for movement? 

PM  I wondered if that was the position of Abinadab really? He was on a hill, favourable condition, and yet there was not that vital link with the ark. I suppose they spent too long on the computer and the social network, as we might say, and they did not look at the gold that was placed upon the ark. That gold did not shine in Abinadab’s house. It lit up the house of Obed-Edom. It lit that house up, but it did not shine in Abinadab’s house. 

JRW  I was going to ask if you could say a little more as to Christ having an effect in our households. Say some more practically to help us. It would make those households different to the households in the world, would it not? 

PM  In what way? 

JRW  That is what I am enquiring as to. I was thinking of what the Lord Jesus said in John. He said, “He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”, John 12: 25. He then goes on to say, “If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant. And if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour” (John 12: 26). I wondered whether there would be in such households what heaven can take account of even though despised in the world? 

PM  That is most important, because of what we are we tend to be influenced by what is around us. The house of Obed-Edom was influenced by the ark. It gave character to that house. It brought in a blessing. 

NJH  I was just going to say the attack in households was more direct and frontal. Now it is more subtle, is it not? All forms of the world are coming into the house of the believer. 

PM  And the head of the house has a responsibility to keep the ark before the affections of each one in the household. Some of us have to hang our heads because we have not excelled, but we have a responsibility to keep the ark in all its glory before each member of the household. How we begin the day with read and prayer, and how we hold our households in relation to Christ and His interests, and the saints. The way the saints are spoken of in the house bears on the question that has been asked. If Christ has His place, everything that He values will have its place also in the affections of those in the house. 

AM  In Chronicles it says there “the ark of God remained with the family of ObedEdom”, 1 Chronicles 13: 14. It is quite interesting that it is not just Obed-Edom, but it remained with the family. The whole family was affected by the presence of the ark. 

PM  Yes, that is helpful, because each member of the family held themselves in relation to the shining of the glory of the gold in the ark. Who was there? It was a type of none less than God Himself, come in in the person of Jesus. What effect that has in the household! We are not speaking of a theory here, dear young people. This is not theoretical. I trust it is not. If Christ has His place in the house, the whole house will be affected by it, each member regulating themselves in relation to it. 

WWL  Would there be something in Obed-Edom’s house being near to Nachon’s threshing floor? You spoke about valuation. In the threshing floor you would separate between what is good and what is worthless. 

PM  It is where the results of the death of Christ are coming to light, is it not? What bearing does the death of Christ have? We have baptised households. A baptised household, if we are held in the gain of it, is finished with what belongs to the world. We have a part in a life in relation to divine Persons. Not only is the world no longer our life, but there is another life; we are baptised to “the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”, Matthew 28: 19. What a vista opens onto our view. We come into it, I think, through the ark having its place. 

RFW  I was wondering if in result there is a divinely given joy, a character of joy that the world cannot give. It says the second time, does it not, that they brought up the ark from the house of Obed-Edom into the city with joy? Joy was missing the first time, but there is something divinely given that the world cannot give. 

PM  Yes, there is a lot of noise the first time. But when you come to the second time there is what is proceeding from the heart, priestly affections for Christ. When they had gone six paces he sacrificed an ox and a fatted beast. Everything must be in keeping with the death of Christ. If there is an answer for God it must be in keeping with the death of Christ, and this will result in joy. 

CKR  Is it instructive to see also, that Jehovah blessed Obed-Edom and all his household? If we then turn to the testimony going westward, and in Philippi the jailor’s house was baptised, “he and all his straightway”, Acts 16: 33. As though God would show His delight in that in view of the development of assembly truth in the Western world, would you say? 

PM  That is most important, because when the testimony came into Europe, households played a very prominent part in the movement of that testimony. You have Lydia and the jailor and then you have others, who Paul speaks of later. Households are needed in the present moment. They are needed in relation to the ark. Households in which Christ is supreme, and as such households emerge in our local companies there will be strength collectively as we assemble together.

CKR  Would you bear the word also that the household situation is preceded by strong marriages in the Lord, and that having an influence on formation of households? PM  Yes. What do you mean by strong marriages in the Lord? 

CKR  Well in the sense that a brother and sister, they themselves, are committed to the Lord Jesus, individually, in their lives, and then come together out of love and affection for one another, but also having the desire to commit themselves to the things that relate to the ark and for the pleasure of God. So the household from the beginning takes character from these glorious truths. 

PM  Yes. And it is necessary that there should be that committal individually in the brother and the sister before being joined in marriage. 

NJH  I was thinking that not only was the house blessed, but Obed-Edom influenced David and the whole of Israel. It is not only maintaining what God has done in the house, but the people of God are going to benefit through it, such as the houses in Corinth and Philippi and other places. 

PM  The whole kingdom becomes affected by it. It shows what one person can do. What God can do through one person. The committal of one person gives God room to act. I might say, ‘Well what difference would I make?’ That is not the motive, dear brethren. If I commit myself the motive is not to see what difference I can make. But if I commit myself to God He will do something. If I think I can do something for the Lord, He will never use me. But if I commit myself to Him and keep near to Him, He will do something and He may use me in the doing of it. But I cannot effect anything. We have to come to that. But God can effect something through committed persons. 

RGr  I was going to ask, do you think Psalm 48 bears on what we are speaking of? It says, “Walk about Zion”, and then it adds, “Mark ye well her bulwarks” (Psalm 48: 12, 13). Do you think we need to hold our households, not only as separate from the world, which is necessary, but as supporting the assembly. We look at it from an assembly standpoint. Would that be right? 

PM  I am sure that is important. And the bulwarks are part of Zion. “Mark ye well her bulwarks”. They are part of Zion. Are our households part of Zion? 

PJM  The end of the section you read, Jehovah has His house, a place for the ark. Then there is the dealing of the cakes and the measure of wine and a raisin-cake. And all the people departed everyone to his house. Do you think we are beginning to see the working out of this? The attractiveness of what God first demonstrated in the house of Obed-Edom now flows out No longer is the ark turned aside. It is entered into its own resting-place and every one can go home to their house with something substantial in their hand. 

PM  Yes, and God had blessed the house of Obed-Edom, every one goes home blessed. Committal to Christ secures blessing, blessing in the soul, strength in the soul. They go home nourished and blessed. 

What is in view in Romans is us taking up our part in the body. The will of God in Romans 12 stands related to our part in the body. That raises exercise of itself, and Paul says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies”. I think we were affected yesterday by the body that the Lord Jesus had, the body that was prepared for Him. And He gave that Himself. But now we have bodies. How do we use them? What do we do with our bodies? 

RJC  Our bodies are to be presented a “living sacrifice”. Is that the end result of working out these Roman exercises, that we are totally committed to God in all our exercises? It is a “living sacrifice.” 

PM  Yes, “intelligent service”. Committed wholly for the pleasure of God. What joy He has. Persons in whom He finds His delight. He found it in its fulness in Christ, but He is finding it in the members of the body in the present time. 

DCB  You referred earlier to priestly affection. It affects me that priestliness runs through what you have been bringing before us in thinking for God. But that must be motivated by the depth of priestly affection.

PM  And it is awakened here as Paul says, “I beseech you .... by the compassions of God”. Previously he had been speaking of the fact that God had shut up all together in unbelief that He might show mercy to all, and he breaks out in doxology. And then he says, “I beseech you therefore”. There is to be an answer to the way that God has moved from His own side, awakening affections in men, answering to God, because God has operated so fully from His own side. 

JWr  Do you think that the body is to be holy? I wondered if that linked with our brother’s enquiry. We cannot be priestly unless our bodies are holy, can we? 

PM  And we are to keep our bodies holy. In the old dispensation if a son of the priest was to take up his part in relation to what his father had exercised, it was necessary that he should be without defect. He was not to have one limb longer than the other, and other details are gone into (see Leviticus 21: 16–20). He had held his body in relation to the system in which the ark was the centre. Now how do I hold my body? Is it holy, acceptable to God? Or am I putting it to things that are unholy in their character?

RG  Our bodies are not our own, are they? 

PM  They are not our own. And they are also the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6: 19). 

RG  We have been bought with a price. We should ever remember that, should we not? So that as having an appreciation of how we have been bought with a price, then our bodies would be for the One who paid the price. 

PM  Yes. Very affecting that. He came as a dependent Man, as One who relied entirely on the Father. Now He would say to us, ‘You are not your own’, ‘You belong to Me’. The price of redemption has been paid. What a price! If we are here on Monday, as we go out into the world, let us just remember, in the company that we keep, in what we do, let us remember that we are not our own. We belong to Christ. And he says here, “And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. It seems to me, dear brethren, that involves that I make way for the operation of the Spirit. The believer begins to think differently. He is transformed by the renewing of his mind. The believer’s mind is not occupied with the things that the natural man is occupied with. The believer’s mind is occupied with the things of God. That would be normal. He thinks differently. He is transformed by the renewing of his mind. And that is in view, it says here, “that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. 

JAB  I would like you to open up what Paul means when he says, “that ye may prove”. It is not a sort of logical proof as in a puzzle, but it is the result of experience, is it not? What you are talking about is experimental. We either find this to be so or we do not, and your exercise is that we all should find it to be so, is that right? 

PM  I think so and I find it testing for myself, but as the Spirit has His place in relation to our minds and affections, and we commit ourselves to what is for God, then we find that God is working out His own will and that is for our blessing, “good and acceptable and perfect”. We have often been reminded it must be in that order, and we prove it in that order, that it is good. And then in proving that it is good we find we regulate ourselves according to it. It is acceptable. And then we can see that it is perfect. 

WMcK  The first person who says, “I love” in Scripture, the Hebrew bondman, if he came in with his body, such is his love that he says, “I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. That should be our committal, would you think, as a result of what is before us? 

PM  Yes, he is taken to the doorpost, and his ear bored through. Just to speak simply, I have often thought every time he went through that doorway he would be reminded of his committal. There was the mark where his ear was bored through. And the Spirit would constantly remind us of the day of our committals to the things God. 

WMcK  And every time his wife and children looked at it they would see that bored through ear. And, therefore, the head of the household should be, without saying anything, an expression of absolute committal to Christ, do you think? 

PM  That is very affecting because the committal of the head of the house produces an influence in the household. I shall never be able to save or to influence my children rightly in relation to the path, if I am not committed to Christ wholeheartedly myself. 

Reading No. 3 at Glasgow
14August 2010 
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Scripture references

Psalms 132:1-18 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob. [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood. [7] Let us go into his habitations, let us worship at his footstool. [8] Arise, Jehovah, into thy rest, thou and the ark of thy strength. [9] Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and let thy saints shout for joy. [10] For thy servant David's sake, turn not away the face of thine anointed. [11] Jehovah hath sworn [in] truth unto David; he will not turn from it: Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne; [12] If thy children keep my covenant, and my testimonies which I will teach them, their children also for evermore shall sit upon thy throne. …

2 Samuel 6:1-15 (JND) [1] And David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. [2] And David arose and went with all the people that were with him from Baale-Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God which is called by the name, the name of Jehovah of hosts who sitteth between the cherubim. [3] And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was upon the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. [4] And they brought it with the ark of God out of the house of Abinadab which was upon the hill; and Ahio went before the ark. [5] And David and all the house of Israel played before Jehovah on all manner of [instruments made of] cypress wood, with harps, and with lutes, and with tambours, and with sistra, and with cymbals. [6] And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled. [7] And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. [8] And David was indignant, because Jehovah had made a breach upon Uzzah; and he called that place Perez-Uzzah to this day. [9] And David was afraid of Jehovah that day, and said, How shall the ark of Jehovah come to me? [10] So David would not bring the ark of Jehovah home unto himself into the city of David; but David carried it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. [11] And the ark of Jehovah remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months; and Jehovah blessed Obed-Edom and all his household. [12] And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that is his, because of the ark of God. And David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom into the city of David with joy. …

Romans 12:1-5 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

2 Samuel 5 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

2 Samuel 6 (JND) [1] And David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. [2] And David arose and went with all the people that were with him from Baale-Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God which is called by the name, the name of Jehovah of hosts who sitteth between the cherubim. [3] And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was upon the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. …

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

2 Samuel 5 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. …

2 Samuel 6 (JND) [1] And David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. [2] And David arose and went with all the people that were with him from Baale-Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God which is called by the name, the name of Jehovah of hosts who sitteth between the cherubim. [3] And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was upon the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. …

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Daniel 9:21 (JND) [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

2 Samuel 11:11 (JND) [11] And Urijah said to David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields: shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [As] thou livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

John 12:25 (JND) [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

1 Chronicles 13:14 (JND) [14] And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And Jehovah blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that he had.

Matthew 28:19 (JND) [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

Acts 16:33 (JND) [33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed [them] from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway.

Psalms 48 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. …

Psalms 48:12-13 (JND) [12] Walk about Zion, and go round about her: count the towers thereof; [13] Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces: that ye may tell it to the generation following.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Leviticus 21:16-20 (JND) [16] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [17] Speak unto Aaron, saying, Any of thy seed throughout their generations that hath any defect, shall not approach to present the bread of his God; [18] for whatever man hath a defect, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or one limb longer than the other, [19] or a man that is broken-footed, or broken-handed, [20] or hump-backed, or withered, or that hath a spot in his eye, or hath the itch, or scabs, or his testicles broken.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;



A WORD ON COURAGE

J. M. Macfarlane 

Acts 27: 7–25, 33–38; 28: 11–15

We have often reminded ourselves that the purpose of the meeting for ministry is for edification, encouragement and consolation, according to what Paul wrote at the beginning of 1 Corinthians 14. We had a word recently, when gathered for this meeting, which referred to a number of passages of scripture which speak about encouragement and it is one of the functions of the meeting for ministry, that we should be encouraged. 

We have read references in Acts 27 to taking courage in circumstances of extreme adversity. The great value of this chapter is that it is an allegory of the way in which the public history of the church would unfold. Its failure is foreseen in this chapter and we can take courage from the knowledge that the disgraceful events of church history have not, speaking reverently, taken God by surprise. I should like, however, to refer to the detail of some of the incidents in this journey, to see the grave extremity of their circumstances and to note two aspects of encouragement in them. One of these is that there is exhortation to take courage and the other, perhaps more remarkably, that there is reference to courage being taken without apparent need for exhortation. 

We are aware of some of the burdens which lie on one and another and, while we remember these in the meeting for prayer, we also supplicate for those who carry burdens which are not generally known but are carried privately. We are taken, in the ways of God, through circumstances of difficulty and the pressures may be severe and they may be prolonged. This chapter shows that adversity may be extreme and it may be prolonged, but, nevertheless, it is still possible to find courage. 

The first reference is in verse 22, “And now I exhort you to be of good courage, for there shall be no loss at all of life of any of you, only of the ship”. It is worth remembering that this journey had gone some considerable distance when Paul said this and the immediate circumstances are described in verse 18, “But the storm being extremely violent on us”. After a long period of difficulty and in present circumstances of the gravest extremity, there is someone in the ship who can say, “I exhort you to be of good courage” and give reason for speaking in this way. He said, “For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night”. Strength is one of the characteristics of an angel and, in the midst of this experience of extended adversity, Paul had the fortifying experience of an angel standing by him and saying, “Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted to thee all those that sail with thee”. He then goes on to say, “Wherefore be of good courage, men”. There was a large company of two hundred and seventy-six in this ship, who must have been at their wits’ end. A strongly hostile reaction might have been expected, when, in such circumstances, a large crowd was exhorted to be of good courage. Paul spoke with effective power and authority, however, because he had had a communication from the God whose he was and whom he served and one of His messengers had stood by him that night. After his second exhortation to be of good courage, he says, “for I believe God that thus it shall be, as it has been said to me”. Here is a man who professes faith in God and gives practical and powerful demonstration of the confidence which it brings. I think there is value in reflecting on these things which qualified Paul to find courage himself and to convey it effectively to others—he believed God, he belonged to God and he served God. 

Circumstances do not become any easier. We did not read all the detail but, in verse 33, Paul exhorts them to take food. They were aware, at this time, that land was approaching and they had “passed the fourteenth day watching in expectation without taking food”. This is another dimension of extremity that was afflicting the people on the ship. They must have been very weak after fourteen days without food, so Paul exhorted them “to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety; for not a hair from the head of any one of you shall perish”. He took a loaf and “gave thanks to God before all, and having broken it began to eat. And all taking courage, themselves also took food”. Now this time, it appears that there was no need for Paul to exhort them to take courage. They were willing to follow the direction of one who believed God, belonged to Him and served Him and they found themselves taking courage in the final stage of this desperate time. There is perhaps a further word for us here as to the way in which we can be restored and sustained in difficult times, where prolonged periods of difficulty may tend to weaken us. 

The children of Israel went through the wilderness where there was nothing to sustain life, but God provided the manna as daily food. We are sustained in ordinary circumstances by resorting habitually to the grace of Jesus in His perfect manhood. The food which was taken in the last stage of the shipwreck derived from the wheat which the ship was carrying. Christ is available to sustain life and give courage, according to the needs of times of severe and prolonged difficulty. These were not starvation rations; more was available than could be eaten. 

We read the section in chapter 28, where the brethren from Rome came to meet Paul and when he saw them, “he thanked God and took courage”. We might have thought that, having survived the dreadful voyage of chapter 27 by miraculous divine intervention, Paul might have walked with a confident step. Circumstances change, however. The threats of the stormy voyage have passed but there are new circumstances and new pressures. The angel had told him that he would stand before Caesar and he now carried the anticipation of this. This was different from surviving a shipwreck and, in this new pressure, he finds another source of encouragement. The brethren in Rome had heard that Paul and his companions were coming and had travelled more than forty miles out of the city to meet him. Such an expression of sincere affection was used on this occasion to give him fresh courage and he thanked God for it. As we gather for the meeting for prayer, we are conscious of having come from a difficult and threatening world, a world of pressures for many of us. We look round on the circle of the brethren who have gathered to express their confidence in God and to give Him thanks and we find a sense of receiving courage. May we be encouraged in these ways, each, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
18 January 2011

 


Scripture references

Acts 27:7-38 (JND) [7] And sailing slowly for many days, and having with difficulty got abreast of Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under the lee of Crete abreast of Salmone; [8] and coasting it with difficulty we came to a certain place called Fair Havens, near to which was [the] city of Lasaea. [9] And much time having now been spent, and navigation being already dangerous, because the fast also was already past, Paul counselled them, [10] saying, Men, I perceive that the navigation will be with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives. [11] But the centurion believed rather the helmsman and the shipowner than what was said by Paul. [12] And the harbour being ill adapted to winter in, the most counselled to set sail thence, if perhaps they might reach Phoenice to winter in, a port of Crete looking north-east and south-east. [13] And [the] south wind blowing gently, supposing that they had gained their object, having weighed anchor they sailed close in shore along Crete. [14] But not long after there came down it a hurricane called Euroclydon. [15] And the ship being caught and driven, and not able to bring her head to the wind, letting her go we were driven [before it]. [16] But running under the lee of a certain island called Clauda, we were with difficulty able to make ourselves masters of the boat; [17] which having hoisted up, they used helps, frapping the ship; and fearing lest they should run into Syrtis and run aground, and having lowered the gear they were so driven. [18] But the storm being extremely violent on us, on the next day they threw cargo overboard, …

Acts 28:11-15 (JND) [11] And after three months we sailed in a ship which had wintered in the island, an Alexandrian, with [the] Dioscuri for its ensign. [12] And having come to Syracuse we remained three days. [13] Whence, going in a circuitous course, we arrived at Rhegium; and after one day, the wind having changed to south, on the second day we came to Puteoli, [14] where, having found brethren, we were begged to stay with them seven days. And thus we went to Rome. [15] And thence the brethren, having heard about us, came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Tres Tabernae, whom when Paul saw, he thanked God and took courage.

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …



EXTRACT

So I am speaking thus to young brothers and sisters that you are to be on the lookout for voids created, because there is always a danger in a void. Hence, if a brother or sister dies, if the Lord is pleased to take a brother or sister, we are told something about one baptised for the dead. It is an expression that we have to understand, which would mean that if a brother or a sister dies there may be a void, as I said. There may be a loss sustained in the service. And so each of us is to be on the alert to come forward and do what can be done, so that there may be no weakness caused by the departure of a brother or a sister. A departure, of course, is not their own doing—departing to be with Christ. The Lord takes us one after another and how interesting all that is. One generation passes away, the Lord taking them, and another coming. Presently they will be taken and another one coming; but then the voids come in in those cases. One is taken out of Plainfield, one is taken out of Philadelphia, and one is taken out of Baltimore. There are voids created in the present generation, I may say, and we have to rush, as it were. Nature would do so in our bodies to meet a crisis and so it is that in the body of Christ there is, as it were, what would rush to meet the need. It is a question of life. That is, the void is to be filled out by what is living, because it is a question of the body of Christ and that requires what is living. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 58, p.383) 
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