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THE LOVE OF JESUS


Exodus 21:1-6;  Ephesians 4:9,10;  Hebrews 2:11,12

 

A.J.McK.      We had a distinct impression this morning as to the love of Jesus.  I wondered whether we might enquire into that.  We started with Hymn 249;

‘O Jesus, Lord, who loved us like to Thee?’

As we sang that hymn, this passage in Exodus 21 came to me.  I do not feel able to go into the detail of it, but what came into my heart was verse 5; “But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, …”.  The greatness of the love of Jesus encompasses all that He committed Himself to.  There is a certain absolute character about that verse that freshly impressed me.  “I love”; what else could He do?  How could the Lord have taken a path other than one that committed Himself absolutely to God, the One in this type who was His Master, then to those whom He has secured.  So there is the thought of the greatness of the love of the Lord Jesus for the God whose will He came to do, and for those who are His.  We are among the number who have been secured, and we had a sense this morning of being part of what answers to that great love; “We love because he has first loved us”, 1 John 4:19.

This scripture in Ephesians was referred to in thanksgiving and I need the help of the brethren in considering what the expression of that love involved for Jesus.  It involved His descent into “the lower parts of the earth”, but “He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens”.  My impression is that the redeemed universe for God has been secured as the result of the love of Jesus.  The lower parts of the earth we can barely comprehend, but perhaps we can get some impression together as to what that involved.  Then “ascended up above all the heavens”: think of Him “going to God”, John.13:3.  “Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end” (v.1).  What was before Him was where He was to go and the One to whom He was to go – the One to whom He was to return.  The reference to “up above all the heavens” suggests to me a place above the created scene, the redeemed universe secured for God, secured for Him in the worth of the love of Jesus.

This passage in Hebrews was referred to this morning, and I wondered if we might get a touch of what that love has brought us to.  In the experience we had this morning, I think we touched something of this in our hearts; “I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  As the Lord came in, we experienced His love and He was leading the praise Godward.  I thought that we were in the area of the activity of His love in order that God might be glorified.  Then we finished with hymn 72;

‘Our God whom we have known,

   Well known in Jesus’ love,’

That touched my heart, that everything that is for God, everything that answers to Him, is established in the love of Jesus. 

R.D.P.      In the illustration of the Hebrew bondman, bond service according to scripture mainly involved duty.  The bondmen are to say, “we have done what it was our duty to do”, Luke 17:10.  I wondered if the Lord as coming in and taking a bondman’s form introduced an element into bondmanship which had not been there before.  “I love”; it speaks of what was beyond duty.

A.J.McK.      I appreciate that comment.  He filled out that bondmanship perfectly.  I suppose this gives us the view that love was added to it – His love for the will of the Master.  That would not necessarily have been the case for bondmen at that time, for it was slavery, which does not usually suggest love for a master.  But the Lord, as coming in, begins with the thought of love, and love seemed to characterise everything He did in every element of that service.  It really glorified His service as a bondman.

P.M.      It is striking that this comes immediately after the giving of the commandments.  That looked on to Jesus.  No one else could fulfil the law, but He not only fulfilled it but He was the fulfilment of it, and He was that in love for God.  

A.J.McK.      Yes.  “Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not”, Heb.10:5.  The law had to be given so that God might make Himself known, and might make His thoughts known to man.  But it helps us to see that, at every stage of the Old Testament times, what God had before Him was the One who would fulfil it, the One who would be that law; “thy law is within my heart”, Ps.40:8.  It rested in His heart; it was contained there.  Do you think the love that the Lord Jesus had for it and the love that He had for the One who had given the law really characterised every element of that pathway of His? 

P.M.      His motive for everything was love.  Whether that was towards God or man, His motive was love.

A.J.McK.      That supports my impression because it says, “if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love …”.  It suggests that “I love” was characteristic of Christ.  What else could He do, what else could He express, because of who He was?  “I love”; it filled every thought that He had, do you think?

R.D.P.      I was thinking of what has just been said as to love.  In the gospels the Lord is challenged about the law and He says, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart …”.  Then He says, “And the second is like it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”, Matt.22:37-39.  It is interesting that the Lord says, “On these two commandments the whole law and the prophets hang” (v 40).  It is in these two commandments that we get this great matter of love.

A.M.      In the life and work of the Lord Jesus, the love of God was revealed, it was displayed, but this is the love of a Man.  What it must have meant for the Father to look down and see the love of a Man so perfectly expressed according to His own thoughts.  

A.J.McK.      That is really my impression, that we should be engaged with the love of Jesus because it was what came into expression in Him when He was here.  What came into expression was what entirely filled that blessed Man; He could, as it were, say “distinctly”.  I wonder when that was, but I think it characterised every element of His pathway and every element of His life, that a Man should be here completely engaged and completely absorbed with everything that was for God, and with securing a scene that would be entirely for Him.

A.M.      Indeed, and as far as He personally was concerned, He could have returned to heaven at any time in His pathway, but He did not.  At every stage, He said “I love”, and went forward.

A.J.McK.      Yes; He “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”, John 13:1.  I wondered about reading that but it freshly impresses me that this was characteristic of the Lord Jesus and it characterised every moment of that life, every step that He took, every word that He spoke, every movement that He made.  Every time that He reached out for a soul in need, it was in love, and it was because of what we have here in Exodus 21: “I love”.

N.J.H.      The bondman said, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, then immediately the master brings him before the judges.  Were the gospel writers like these judges?

A.J.McK.      That is an interesting thought.  Do you mean they were those who were able to have a full assessment of the commitment of the Lord Jesus?  There were those who accompanied Him, and they would have seen it.  You get men like Luke who would have been told about the love of Jesus, and it comes out in Luke’s writings – that love is expressed there.  But do you think those who accompanied Him saw it particularly?

N.J.H.      Two of the gospel writers were in company with the Lord while here in the days of His flesh and two were with Paul, so the love of Christ was stamped across not only Paul’s life but was brought into the Pauline epistles.

A.J.McK      I suppose Paul had a particular view of it; he says as to the mystery, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Eph.5:32.  Think of what filled Paul’s heart as he served, and those who accompanied him would have seen the truth of this.

H.T.F.      This could not have been fulfilled until the One who fulfilled the law came.  I wonder if that confirms what our brother has suggested as to the gospels.

A.J.McK.      Yes.  Do you mean that there was no one else of whom this could be true?  No one else could have said “distinctly, I love”.  That brings into our minds that scripture “Lo, I come”, Heb.10:9.  The immensity of the incarnation was in order that this love might be manifested; the heart of God was manifested then.

R.W.McC      I was thinking that the Lord as a bondman exercised His right by committing Himself.  He could have gone out free and the section in Deuteronomy 15, which probably links more with our side of it, it says, “thou shalt not let him go away empty; thou shalt certainly furnish him from thy sheep, and out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress” (vv.13,14), then “double the worth of a hired servant hath he been to thee” (v.18).  The Lord could have gone out full with blessing, but He committed Himself to not going out free.

A.J.McK.      Does that not touch our hearts to think of the depth of this love?  I was affected by that this morning;

 ‘O Jesus, Lord, who loved us like to Thee?’ (Hymn 249).

There is no love that can compare with it, no one else could have made this commitment and in one sense it is inconceivable that He could have gone out, although He had the right to do that.  But in His love, He committed Himself entirely to His master, His wife, and His children, committed Himself completely to that great service of love.

K.M.      The bondman says, “I will not go free”, not ‘I cannot’.  He made the decision Himself rather than it being imposed on Him.

A.J.McK.      So that shows us what was there in his heart.

T.W.L.      Is the praise of God in type the objective of the love that is expressed in the order of the bondman’s commitment: “my master, my wife, and my children”?  Christ committed Himself to God to fulfil His will so that the “pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand”, Isa.53:10.  He committed Himself to the assembly so that in “the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  He committed Himself to His children because they represent His brethren, involving what they would be for His God.  Does that fit in with what you have in mind?

A.J.McK.      It fits in very much, and captures what was in my heart as to Hebrews, that there is to be response for God, and it all depended upon this commitment of love.  God saw to it that there was a way established by which He would have what His heart ever desired, and it was established in the greatness of that love of Jesus.

T.W.L.      I was thinking that in Christ you see unselfish love.  He was not thinking for Himself.  The Father thought for Christ and Christ thought for the Father.  It is the unselfish love of Christ in commitment.

A.J.McK.      I think that is absolutely right.  It was a love that was single minded, a love that was focussed on, and had in mind, everything that would be entirely for God.

C.C.D.R.      Could you say a word as to this double witness, the awl through the ear, so that there would be a mark on the ear and a mark on the door. 

A.J.McK.      You have obviously been thinking about it.

C.C.D.R.      First of all the bondman speaks “distinctly”, but then there was what could be seen, not only in his ear, but there would be left an indelible mark on that door or the doorpost.

A.J.McK.      What you are drawing attention to is very attractive.  It reinforces for us the level of the commitment that the Lord made; He Himself carried the mark of that commitment.  As to a mark on the doorpost, I am not sure I can say much as to that, but it would be in type what would stand as confirmation to God as to the commitment Christ had made.

N.J.H.      Every time a person entered, they would be affected in principle by the devotion of Christ.

A.J.McK.      That is good; it would be there as a reminder.

C.C.D.R.      It may link with your scripture yesterday, “ears hast thou prepared me”1.  Do you think this morning we had that indelible witness before us, the mark of the awl and the doorpost; the love of Christ was before us.

A.J.McK.      That is good, and that is where we started this morning.  We sat down in quietness and what was before us were the emblems, the witness of His love.  I was helped some time ago by an older brother as to the Supper.  He said ‘When you sit down at the Supper, look at the emblems, take account of them’.  What you are drawing attention to is good because there is the mark of the greatness of this love and the greatness of the commitment that that Man has made.

H.T.F.      The Lord Jesus was nailed to the cross by His hands and His feet, but we have often been told that it was not the nails that held Him there, it was His love.  I wondered if that links with what we are speaking of.

A.J.McK.      Zechariah says that Israel shall see the wounds in His hands (Zech.13:6).  It is something to wonder at, as is the fact that He “descended into the lower parts of the earth”.  The course that He took, the path that He went, led Him to death itself.  

T.W.L.      In relation to what our brother has brought up as to the double witness, do we also see the love of Christ in His commitment to the rights of His God in having His ear bored through with an awl, because it was on the doorpost?  According to Deuteronomy 6, the law was to be carved on the posts of the people’s houses, perhaps speaking of Christ’s commitment in love to the rights of His God.

A.J.McK.      I think that supports what we are saying.  It is as if He would say, I have committed myself to that.  And that commitment is unwavering and unchanging and unchangeable.

T.W.L.      It is good to take account in the life of Christ that not only was He committed to an answer to the heart of His God, but He was committed to the glory of the rights of His God.  He carried all of that in His heart.

P.M.      At one point after Jesus had come down from the mount, they took account of Him that His face was set to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51); that was represented by the ear bored through.  Jesus was committed to fulfil the will of God and the rights of God.

A.J.McK.      Yes, “he stedfastly set his face”; nothing was going to divert Him from that pathway.  Blessed be His name, He was not diverted from it!  And as having made that commitment, His objective was that there should be the fulfilling of everything that had been given Him to do.  It was all done in love.

Maybe we should look at the scripture in Ephesians.

N.J.H.      It says “and to know the love of the Christ”, Eph.3:19.  Paul looks forward to the whole thought of the service of God.  It is the perfect love of Christ, but it was in Paul’s mind that the assembly is for Christ, and the worship of God.  Everyone is going to know the love of the Christ.

A.J.McK.      That is the love of the One who has the highest office in the universe.  He has all that is for God in His heart.  I wondered if we might get a touch of what that love involved from this passage in Ephesians – what that commitment led to.  It involved the Lord’s descent, something that should affect our hearts; He “descended into the lower parts of the earth”.

P.M.      I would like some help as to the “lower parts of the earth”.  Is that more than a reference to the grave?

A.J.McK.      I do not know.  I would like you to help us.  My impression of it is that the whole universe for God was secured through this great movement.  He went into the grave and I suppose there is the public testimony as to that, but He went into death itself.

P.M.      I wondered if His death, His entering into the “lower parts of the earth”, involved that He went lower than anyone else could ever go because of what death meant to Him.

R.W.McC.      Jonah touches on that: “The weeds were wrapped about my head.  I went down to the bottoms of the mountains”, chap.2:6.  

H.T.F.      Does the fact that Jesus defeated death by going into it bear on that too?  No one else had had that impact on death.  He defeated it!

A.J.McK.      I think what we are saying should move us to worship when we take account of the distance that was involved.  He went into death, but death had no claim on Him; is that your point?  As to what it meant to Him, it meant that He went further than any other could go.

A.M.      You referred yesterday to Psalm 16; Thou wilt not “allow thy Holy One to see corruption” (v.10).  The scripture uses the expression ‘Sheol’.  Is it wonderful that as a result of the way that He has been, every sphere of creation has had the love of Jesus witnessed to it?

A.J.McK.      Yes.  Whatever the sphere of creation, the love of Jesus has been witnessed to.  As our brother was saying, God’s rights are over the whole sphere and it has been secured in love.  It was His love that caused Him to go this far – to the “bottoms of the mountains”, and “the weeds were wrapped about my head”.  How much that meant for the Lord Jesus.  It was my impression that His love put those emblems on the table this morning for us, the love that took Him to the lower parts of the earth.

A.M.      There could be no greater distance or contrast between what He had constantly known in communion with His Father and being in the lower parts of the earth.  There is no greater distance than that.  But in love He went.

A.J.McK.      And we can take account of the fact that “He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens”, so that love brought Him out of the lower parts of the earth and took Him to the highest place  The great breadth that is spanned by the love of Jesus impresses me. 

P.M.      It has been said that He filled every heaven through which He passed, and He fills it with the greatness of His love and He fills the Father’s heart.

A.J.McK.      He has ascended up above all the heavens.  We are told He passed through the heavens.  I suppose we have to take it that He passed through all the heavens (Heb.4:14) to be above the heavens, so every heaven, every scene, every level has been filled as He passed through them in triumph in view of filling out His place in the Father’s presence.  

P.M.      And is it God’s love for Him that every knee will bow, heavenly, and earthly and infernal beings, Phil.2:10.  Every sphere through which He has passed will bow in adoration of that glorious One and even infernal beings will also acknowledge Him.

A.J.McK.      There will be those who will be brought to worship and we are glad to be among that number now, but then there will be what is compelled.  There will be response from even what belongs in those lower parts.  Infernal beings will be compelled to acknowledge His greatness and His glory, compelled to acknowledge the depth of that love.

R.W.McC.      I was going to link with what our brother said earlier; that scripture in Philippians goes on to say “to God the Father’s glory”.

A.J.McK.      So God is glorified by all of this.  We enjoyed it this morning and I think as a number of us said, one day we will not leave it.  We can only touch it now, but think about what God gets from this.  How much He receives; “to God the Father’s glory”.  Everything for Him is established by Christ.

R.D.P.      I was thinking of the expression in one of the hymns;

 ‘Through creation’s vault is ringing’ (Hymn 14).

It is very expressive.  I was thinking of man’s efforts to establish the origins of the universe by seeking to go back for aeons of time, but no matter how far back they try to go, they do not have the answer.  But the Lord Jesus went to the lower parts of the earth.

A.J.McK.      It is to move us to worship.  I wondered about these words “what is it but that he also descended”.  It is as if Paul would say, ‘We have to worship at this’.  What you say as to creation’s vault – there is so much of creation that man does not know and every time he finds more, he finds there is yet more that he does not know.  But creation, that whole area, has been marked, indelibly marked, by the love of Jesus.

R.D.P.      There is so much that we do not know about, and also things which we know very little about, such as the heavenly families – all will be in relation to the praise of God.  There they are, all secured through the blood of Christ, through His work.  I was thinking of how Christ has been manifested; “But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested”, Heb.9:26.  It is tremendous!

C.C.D.R.      So He, and only He, could have done this.  No other man, no angel – only the Lord Jesus could have done this.

A.J.McK.      He has been made “some little inferior to the angels”, Heb.2:7.  As we have been saying, it required the love of a Man in order that God might be glorified in this scene.

C.D.D.R.      And the love of a divine Person?  I am thinking of the way in which those who were tempting the Lord could seek a sign, and the Lord said that they would not have a sign; they had already had them.  They had had Solomon and Jonas (Matt.12:38-42).  The Witness was there in front of them, fulfilling the law perfectly. 

A.J.McK.      Yes, and He said there that “more than Solomon is here”.

R.W.McC.      I was thinking of the forsaking as we have been speaking; that was lower than anyone else has gone.  

A.J.McK.      What did that mean to the Father – those three hours when communion was broken?  The cost of that to divine Persons is something that impresses me.  I am not sure that we will ever grasp the depth of what that involved.  A precious communion characterised every moment of the life of Jesus, and it was broken.  What distance that must have brought in when it became a question of God and man.  It was because of the love of that Man that He went that way.

A.M.      We have various references in hymns to what is unfathomable.  It is unfathomable to us, but He fathomed it.

A.J.McK.      Yes, He did.

 ‘Thou did’st measure then sin’s distance’ (Hymn 298).

We will take eternity to fathom some of these things.  They are beyond the human mind to grasp.  But He measured that distance; He “descended into the lower parts of the earth”, and has “ascended up above all the heavens”.  That great movement is His and He has done it in love.

H.T.F.      I was noticing in Psalm 68 where this was taken from; “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts in Man, and even for the rebellious” (v.18).  We do not get that in Ephesians 4 and I wondered if that brings out or links us with us being the subjects of the love of Jesus.

A.J.McK.      I do think that.  I think that we had a sense this morning that those that were here were precious to God, precious to the Lord.  We would have loved to have seen many more in this room, but I think we had a sense of the love of Jesus flooding into our hearts.  There was the witness on the table and we were able, in the power that came in, to enter into the very greatest privilege.  That is what divine love has established.

P.M.      Was it necessary that the Lord Jesus should go this way that He might be the Centre of a reconciled universe for God.  Paul says, “by Him reconciling all things”, Col.1:20.  How wonderful that is.

A.J.McK.      That brings before us what has come out as a result of this love; that that is really what I had in mind in Hebrews.

P.M.      By one man sin entered into the world, but by one Man, in love for His God, provided the basis for a universe reconciled to God.  He has done it all because He loves His God.

A.J.McK.      Yes.  Do you think that in Hebrews we touch something of how that works out; “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”?  The whole scene is characterised by His activity and His desires.

T.W.L.      I was thinking that the Lord Jesus passed through the heavens (Heb.4:14), and He reconciles all that by His love for His God.  He does that as a Man; it shows the greatness of the manhood of Christ and also the greatness of His Person.  He is the only One who could pass through the heavens, but as passing through them as Man, He reconciles them all to His God according to the love of His heart.

A.J.McK.      Yes; everything is reconciled to God: the sphere of the heavens is marked by His presence and because of that it is reconciled to God because He has been there.  It is because of the Man Himself – His greatness and His glory, His love and who He is – that those heavens are reconciled.

T.W.L.      It says, “that he might fill all things”; that is character.  That is what it is before God; it is that Man.  Everything reconciled has the character of Christ for God.

A.J.McK.      Yes, the character of the One who has reconciled everything.

R.W.McC.      We were thinking about the mark of the awl on the doorpost.  We will carry in our affections eternally the appreciation of what it cost Christ, and that cost will always be a witness to His love.

A.J.McK.      Our brother has drawn attention to “once in the consummation of the ages”.  It has only needed to be done once.

R.W.McC.      I often think of that.  It is like a balance with the fulcrum in the middle and all the ages are balanced.

A.J.McK.      Yes exactly, and His love is what has secured everything for God.  So there is liberty here; “he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  My impression is that there is a scene of peace and tranquillity where God is praised, where everything ascends to the One to whom it is due as a result of the love of Jesus.

R.D.P.      It is remarkable in John that the Lord in speaking to His Father says, “I sanctify myself for them”, John 17:19.  Something of that enters into the Lord’s present position in relation to His saints.  He says, “Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth” (v.17).  I like to think of the Lord set apart at the present time.  You get the thought of holiness in His setting Himself apart at the present time in relation to His people down here.

A.J.McK.      He does that in order that we might be actively engaged in what is proceeding in heaven.  This is a high level; “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  It seems to me that this comes to the heart of the Lord’s desires for His God, and we are part of that.  We had the experience of that this morning and it is His love and all that His love has done that brings us actively into that area where we can touch holiness.

R.D.P.      Holiness might be a word we may skirt around, but I suppose it is an area of things where everything is of God, where there is not even an errant thought or even a suggestion of it in that area of things in which He is.

N.J.H.      Mr Darby wrote ‘of all His sufferings talk’ (Hymn 270).  It means that things are carried through in the affections of God’s people.  We cannot attribute the marks of His sufferings to His body of glory, I understand, but everything, including His sufferings, is carried forward in the affections and in the wealth of the assembly.

A.J.McK.      Yes, and so it is “in the midst of the assembly” that He takes the initiative in leading the praise; “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  We had an experience of that this morning, the Lord in the midst leading the praise and filling out what was for God.  We had the privilege to be part of that, and it comes from our affections.  “We  love because he has first loved us”, 1 John 4:18.

N.J.H.      It has been said that when He sings in the midst of the assembly; He sings through the affections of the assembly.

H.T.F.      I would like help as to the verse in John 11.  “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus” (v.5).  I wondered if the love of Jesus that you are speaking of is a particular love, it is a personal love.  When we are speaking of collective love, it does not generalise it; it is a love that is great enough to have reached us all – we who were afar off have been brought nigh by the blood of the Christ (Eph.2:13).

A.J.McK.      I do think that.  We often sing Hymn 4; 

 ‘Thine is the love Lord that draws us together’

I think the Supper is where we see the fruit of that personal love of Jesus working in us individually.  But then it brings us together, and together we would desire to reach the heights of what that love has in mind.

C.C.D.R.      The verse previous to the verses that you have quoted in Hebrews comes from Psalm 22, where it says, “Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me” (v.21).  It is the provision of strength and power; it speaks of resurrection.  I am wondering if that is the answer.  We have spoken about the descent, I wondered if that answer is the ascent.

A.J.McK.      Yes, that is good: “from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me”.  We had a reference this morning to the way in which David was brought “forth into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me”, Ps.18:19.  The greatness of the answer is in view of this place being filled by the Lord Jesus ascending “up above all the heavens”.  What an answer He had and has and we have the privilege to enter into that.
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Scripture references

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Ephesians 4:9-10 (JND) [9] But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things;

Ephesians 4:9-10 (JND) [9] But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things;

Hebrews 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

1 John 4:19 (JND) [19] *We* love because *he* has first loved us.

John 13:3 (JND) [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God,

Luke 17:10 (JND) [10] Thus *ye* also, when ye shall have done all things that have been ordered you, say, We are unprofitable bondmen; we have done what it was our duty to do.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Matthew 22:37-39 (JND) [37] And he said to him, Thou shalt love [the] Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy understanding. [38] This is [the] great and first commandment. [39] And [the] second is like it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Deuteronomy 15 (JND) [1] At the end of seven years thou shalt make a release, [2] and this is the manner of the release: Every creditor shall relax his hand from the loan which he hath lent unto his neighbour; he shall not demand it of his neighbour, or of his brother; for a release to Jehovah hath been proclaimed. [3] Of the foreigner thou mayest demand it; but what is thine with thy brother thy hand shall release; …

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Zechariah 13:6 (JND) [6] And one shall say unto him, What are those wounds in thy hands? And he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.

Deuteronomy 6 (JND) [1] And these are the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances, which Jehovah your God commanded to teach you, that ye may do them in the land whereunto ye pass over to possess it, [2] that thou mayest fear Jehovah thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. [3] And thou shalt hear, Israel, and take heed to do [them]; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase greatly, as Jehovah the God of thy fathers hath said unto thee, in a land flowing with milk and honey. …

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Hebrews 4:14 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

Hebrews 9:26 (JND) [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice.

Hebrews 2:7 (JND) [7] Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of thy hands;]

Matthew 12:38-42 (JND) [38] Then answered him some of the scribes and Pharisees, saying, Teacher, we desire to see a sign from thee. [39] But he, answering, said to them, A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and a sign shall not be given to it save the sign of Jonas the prophet. [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. [41] Ninevites shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold, more than Jonas [is] here. [42] A queen of [the] south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, more than Solomon [is] here.

Psalms 68 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm: a Song.} Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered, and let them that hate him flee before him. [2] As smoke is driven, thou wilt drive them away; as wax melteth before the fire, the wicked shall perish at the presence of God. [3] But the righteous shall rejoice: they shall exult before God and be glad with joy. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Hebrews 4:14 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.

John 17:19 (JND) [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Ephesians 2:13 (JND) [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 18:19 (JND) [19] And he brought me forth into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.



AFFECTIONATE RELATIONSHIPS


Genesis 22:6,7 (to “my son”);  Hosea 11:4;  Luke 10:41;  Acts 9:13-16

 

Last week, a question was asked in our reading meeting, which was answered then, but has remained in my mind.  The question was ‘What does it mean to be real?’.  What does it mean to be a real Christian; what is the reality of our Christianity?  Then last evening at our prayer meeting, a brother used the phrase ‘affectionate relationship’ in prayer, and I thought that that was a large part of the answer to the question.  The reality of our Christianity, if it is going to have any life at all, means having affectionate relationships with divine Persons and with each other.  It means that in our day to day lives, whether at school or work, whether young or old, we have ongoing, living and vital relationships with God in the detail of our lives.  It is not just a prayer in the morning, and a prayer in the evening, although that is a good thing to do, but it is more what we are characterised by – characterised by bringing divine Persons into our circumstances.

In the first scripture, I thought that we see in the type something of affectionate relationships between divine Persons.  Here were Abraham and Isaac going to the place of sacrifice together.  Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, “My father!  And he said, Here am I, my son”.  Think of the affection that was seen at that point, speaking typically of the affection that there is between the Father and the Son.  When the Lord Jesus was walking here on this earth as a Man, there was affection between divine Persons all the way through His perfect life.  We cannot enter fully into it, but think of the way in which the Lord Jesus knew what that was, His deep, affectionate relationship with His Father.  We see it in type here in the Old Testament as Abraham and Isaac, representing these two divine Persons, “went both of them together”.  It was Abraham’s mind that a sacrifice should be made in obedience to God.  Well, for us, it has been made; the fact is that the work has been done by the Lord Jesus.  It has been done perfectly, it has been done once and it will never need to be done again.  The Father is completely satisfied with everything which His Son has done, with the work of Christ as He went to the cross, the shedding of His blood.  We see, as a pattern here, a relationship in nearness, a relationship that never fluctuated.  It was not like some of the relationships that we can have sometimes.  We know how weakness can come in, that things can sadly sometimes deteriorate, but this was a relationship that was marked by love and nearness and vitality.  There was communication.  One of the expressions of a near relationship is communication.  It says in Isaiah of the Lord Jesus in type, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed” (Isa.50:4); there was a closeness of relationship.  

But the Lord Jesus has in mind that we should have a living relationship with Him, and with the Father.  As we do have that kind of relationship, we are formed by it.  I was thinking too of that hymn: 

‘I’ve found a Friend, O such a Friend!

   He loved me ere I knew Him;

He drew me with the cords of love’ (Hymn 187)

That is why I read the scripture in Hosea, speaking of the relationship of God with His people Israel.  “He took them upon his arms – but they knew not that I healed them.  I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat”.  Think of the gentleness that was involved in that relationship, and we can know it for ourselves.  It is possible to get caught up in the circumstances of life, even in a right sense.  We go about our work, or we go to school, or we go to the meetings, and our lives are busy.  We can do all the right things and say the right things, and we can look as if all is well, but the vital thing in Christianity is nearness to divine Persons, to know that nearness in our day to day lives.  If that gets eroded, we lose the sense, we lose the freshness, we lose the life that is involved in our Christian life.  That is why we have to know the Lord Jesus as our Friend, we have to know Him as the One who can sympathise, the One who walked on this earth, the One who drew near to persons in their need, came close to them so that they might know Him as a Friend.  Think of the drawing power of the love of Christ, the drawing power of a Man in heaven.  He would draw us to Himself.  You might say that He drew me when I first came to know Him in the gospel.  That is true, but I think that we are always to know His drawing power.  We know what it is to be attracted to the Lord Jesus, and as we are attracted to Him, we become formed by Him.  As we are drawn to the Lord Jesus, there is something that becomes changed in us; it is a relationship that changes us and forms us substantially to be more like Him.

The Holy Spirit is also involved in that.  We have a divine Person to whom we can be close, a divine Person to whom we can speak during the day.  What would He do?  He would magnify Christ in our hearts, He would occupy our hearts with the Lord Jesus where He is now – a Man in heaven.  Rather than our horizons being limited to this world, our eyes can be lifted to the Lord Jesus where He is.  Then as we have that relationship with Christ where He is, we come to see that there is another sphere, another area, another place where He is the Centre.  I think that something of the atmosphere of that place will be known as we gather together.  There are times when we need to be on our own with divine Persons, times when we need to work things out, times when we might go through exercise when we are on our own.  That involves being alone; in fact, I would say that it often involves being alone, but the result of that exercise is that something would be expressed as we gather together, something that is the imprint that has been made on us by that experience.  As we gather together, our meetings show in a simple way that there is something worked out in one and another that can be seen substantially.

In Luke 10, Martha was distracted, she was busy, and she said “Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? … But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; but there is need of one”.  Even at that point, there was the need of slight adjustment on Martha’s part, but the Lord’s affection was seen.  That relationship was already there; He loved her, and she would have known that love.  He had in mind that His love should be responded to.  I was affected by the way these words were expressed, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things”.  The Lord had taken account of what was in her mind, the responsibility that she felt, the service that she was doing, and He was able to speak to her at this point and explain to her that there was another part, the good part.  He would also have in mind that Martha would come into that, and He did it by affection, by coming near to her, being close to her as He spoke to her in this way.

Where we read in Acts, Ananias had not previously had a relationship with Saul.  Everything that Ananias had heard about Saul was not good; he had heard about what Saul had been doing at Jerusalem.  He said, “Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem”.  But he went to Saul and put his hands on him, and said, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me”.  Think of that new relationship between them, a relationship which had never existed before, but by divine workmanship, through the work of God, it had come into being.  Saul knew what it was to have this man put his hands on him and say these words to him; “Saul, brother”.  What a magnificent thing to say, bearing in mind what Ananias had heard about Saul before.  Yet he put his hands on Saul and said, “Saul, brother”.  What a wonderful thing that was, and underlying it, there was reality in Ananias.  He received a word from the Lord and he did what he was told.  There was reality in his heart, he wanted to do what was right, and he responded to what he was told.  What was seen there in expression was divine love, seen in the way in which he put his hands on Saul, and Saul knew what it was to come into another circle altogether where this affection was flowing and these relationships could be known.

It is a simple impression, but may the Lord bless the word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
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Scripture references

Genesis 22:6-7 (JND) [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering?

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Luke 10:41 (JND) [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things;

Acts 9:13-16 (JND) [13] And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; [14] and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name. [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel: [16] for *I* will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 Footnote ‘h’ - ‘hollowed out’.
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