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MY SERVANT

P. Martin 

Isaiah 42: 1–4; 2 Timothy 2: 19–26; Mark 11: 1–11 

I desire help, dear brethren, to speak a word as to the Servant. Isaiah loves to speak of Christ on the throne at the beginning of the book, and as the Lamb led to the slaughter in chapter 53, so also he delights to speak of Him as the Servant. In fact, it is Jehovah who draws attention to Him. He says, “Behold my servant”. What an object for our attention, dear brethren, “my servant”. In the previous chapter, he prophesies as to Israel as the servant, but you get the impression that Isaiah hastens on to chapter 42. Much will enter into Israel’s history even yet in the accomplishment of God’s ways, but everything waited for this Servant; “Behold” He says “my servant”. There could be none other that He would speak to us of but Christ alone. 

He would have our view, as He will later have Israel’s view, undistracted, when they gaze upon Him and see the One who has effected everything for God. How glorious He is, “my servant”. 

The gospels bring out what He was to God, not only in His service but what He was personally. I desire, beloved, to leave some impression of the glory of what He was to God. 

He is spoken of in this way, even before He moves in His public service “Behold my servant”. What delight the Father had in those secret years in which His God was everything to our Lord Jesus. His Father was ever the enjoyment of His affections. He says even at the age of twelve, “did ye not know ...?”. There are young persons here at the age of twelve and older; just contemplate for a moment the perfection of “my servant”, who said, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 49. What underlies all service is the enjoyment of communion. The enjoyment of divine affections underlay the Lord’s 

service. One might say reverently, that what preceded His service was the enjoyment of the relationship and of the communion that He had with His Father. The gospels bring it out. In Matthew 5 He is the Teacher; in Luke 4 He is the Preacher, in John 4 He is the Evangelist, and in Mark. He shows how things should be done. “Behold my servant”. There had never been one like Him. I suppose Moses came very close, but there had never been one quite like Him. Everything that God looked for in man was there, nothing was missing, one might say reverently. Everything that was delightful to God was present there in this blessed Man. You can understand the Father opening the heavens upon Him; it is as if He was saying “Behold my servant”. He says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. What a witness. Well they might wonder at it, as they did, but there was no wonderment with the Father. The enjoyment of all that He was was treasured in the Father’s affections, “in whom I have found my delight”. Glorious, blessed Man! 

In chapter 40 of this book, He is the One who had meted out the heavens with His span. How glorious! It says, “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with his span, and grasped the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in a balance, and the hills in scales?”, Isaiah 40: 12. Who had done it? The One who had done it was found here as “my servant”, not in outward majesty. Mr. Darby says, 

‘Nor yet in triumph passing, 

But human infancy!’ (Hymn 188); 

One great enough to weigh the mountains in a balance, to mete out the heavens with His span, and yet He should come into manhood’s form, taking a bondman’s form. Not only manhood’s form, but He took a bondman’s form. One might wonder at it, that in becoming Man, He became a Bondman. When Jehovah gave the law in Exodus 21, immediately man was measured, but what was seen was the Hebrew bondman. 

The only One who could please the blessed God in everything was the Hebrew bondman. He said, “I love”. That lay behind His service, “I love my master, my wife and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. In that action of committal, he became a slave, he had his ear bored through with an awl. None less than the Lord of glory, working out God’s greatest thoughts; He became a slave. He said, “I will not go free”; He was purchased, “If thou buy a Hebrew bondman”. What a Man! What majesty, what glory was there in humility. It could not have been any other way if God’s thoughts were to be carried through in one blessed Man. It was necessary that it was in One who was here in humility, in lowliness, and in a bondman’s form, and yet One great enough to carry through everything for God. 

So it says, “in whom my soul delighteth!” Think of the very inwards of the Father delighting in such a blessed Person, who was so great, yet He committed Himself to the will of God to come in as a Bondman. He says, “I will put my Spirit upon him”. It is wonderful that He moved in such dependence on the blessed Holy Spirit. So we sang, 

‘Clothe us with that humility, we pray, 

That honours Thee and shows what Thou canst do’ (Hymn 401) 

That is for us, in any movement that we may make. But as a blessed Man, Jesus waited until the Spirit was placed upon Him, before moving out in His public service. What service it was! They “wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”, Luke 4: 22. They had never heard anything like it before. Who was there? It was “my servant”. 

Speaking, I suppose to hundreds as He entered into Capernaum and took the roll of the book, He would have spoken to many. But in John 4 He spoke to one person. Just as valuable to Him, to traverse that journey, to speak to one as the Evangelist, to enter into her circumstances; to understand them as He did better than she did, and to occupy her with His circumstances, that she might come to know what it was that the Father was seeking, and the joy that was in the Father’s heart as having worshippers. 

What a Servant. When the disciples’ mother asked for a place of prominence in the kingdom, He said it “is not mine to give, but to those for whom it is prepared of my Father”. That was the Lord of glory speaking, but He was here as a Servant. He said, “whosoever will be great among you, shall be your servant”. Is it not in that section that He says, “the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many”, Matthew 20: 23–28. Think of Him coming in not to be served, but to serve. That was the character of His life, dear brethren. He came to serve, and nothing hindered Him in it. He enjoyed the relationship that He had with the Father, and what He was occupied with in His service did not intrude upon that relationship, but He served as in that relationship, in the enjoyment of the communion that was ever His. “The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve”. What a lowly place! He says, “the rulers of the nations exercise lordship ... It shall not be thus amongst you”, Matthew 20: 25. He was here not as One who assumed a position that was great, but He was here as the Servant. 

So Isaiah says, “he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. Think of the One who is going to carry everything through for God in perfect righteousness, “he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”—not only to Israel, but the extent of His service went outside Israel, to that woman in John 4, and many others, outside the bounds of Israel. He served them in His grace, and brought judgment to bear upon the very situation in which they were, but He will do it in a wider way in a day yet to come. Then it says, “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street”. There was nothing excitable in Jesus. The oblation was even, perfect in every way; the evenness of the oblation is to occupy us. It was perfect, and even, and that comes out in the Servant. There was nothing there that caused Him 

in any sense to cry out. Whether He was alone with that woman, or was preaching to many, or was teaching His own, whatever the circumstances, He was the Same. Indeed that is His name, “thou art the Same, and thy years shall not fail”, Hebrews 1: 12. Oh beloved, how perfect! You can understand Jehovah’s pleasure as you think of the even perfection of Jesus, that humanity which was, through and through, delightful to the Father. “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”. He nurtured everything that was of value to God. How wonderful He was, and is, dear brethren, because one does not just want to leave an impression of Him historically, but to leave an impression of Him now, because He remains the Same, and in His gracious service He is the Same. He values all that is potentially for God, and nurtures it. Where would any of us be if He had not? Some of us could say, Where would we be today if He had not nurtured and cared for the bruised reed, and held it as potential for God. How wonderful His service! And it continues in the divine grace and power which belongs to Him. 

Then we read, “he shall bring forth judgment according to truth”. That is what He did in John 8. He was not influenced by the circumstances. We become influenced by circumstances, but He brings forth “judgment according to truth”. He does it still, and He will have it—“Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts”, Psalm 51: 6. He will have judgment according to truth. The service now of the Spirit, and the priesthood of Christ, is to ensure that judgment is maintained according to truth, not what man naturally would do. The gospels are full of His perfection. Young people, read them in the light of where He is, but read them. Read of the perfection of the blessed Man who could say to the Pharisees, “The baptism of John, was it of heaven or of men? Neither do I tell you”, Luke 20: 4, 8. He was bringing forth judgment according to truth, meeting 

not only the question, but meeting the questioner, as He does. You go into His presence; He does it even today. He meets not only the question but the questioner. He says, ‘I will ask you a question’. Has He asked you any questions, dear young person? Have you ever been asked a question by the Lord Jesus as you have been in His presence. Prayer is a real thing. Faith in prayer would help us, that we might go into the divine presence and be there as conscious of being there. Do not rest until you are conscious of being in the divine presence. 

Now I want to speak of service that is continuing. The Lord would have His service maintained. You will remember in Numbers that when the Levites were taken up initially, the age for service was thirty years old, but when you come to chapter 8 Jehovah lowers the age (Numbers 8: 24). I think He found such delight in what speaks to Him of Christ that He said 

‘I will lower the age to twenty-five’, that more may come in to the service, that there may be youthful energy. We are in a day, dear brethren, and I would appeal to my younger brethren, when many who have served the saints are no longer able, by physical restriction. The Lord intends that His service should continue. 

So Paul is writing to Timothy. Timothy has served with Paul; he says that to the Philippians, 

“he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings”, Philippians 2: 22. So Paul writes this second epistle to Timothy, and he says that “the firm foundation of God stands”. The foundation is not broken, the foundation of God stands. We could never desire to be here serviceable to the Master if the foundation of God had broken down, but it stands. And then, 

“The Lord knows those that are his” that is the seal, and the other side is, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. The foundation of God stands. There is what is given to man in responsibility; that is gone, and it will never be raised up again. That has happened in every dispensation; what God has committed to man to carry 

forward in responsibility has broken down, and publicly it is so in this dispensation. It will never publicly be restored. Paul is not telling Timothy that it will be, but he says that the foundation is not broken. The firm foundation of God—it is firm, and it stands. He says to Timothy in effect ‘You lay hold of it’. Paul says it has this seal, “The Lord knows those that are his”. That is something we cannot interfere with, we have to leave that. You say, ‘Well, I would like to know them all’. It would be good if we could know them all, it would be good if we could meet with them all, but we cannot, because of the other side of the seal, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. 

So Timothy is to be separate from vessels to dishonour, that he might be pleasing to the Master. The believer is to purify himself that he might be serviceable. It is more than what is positional, it is what is moral, something that is wrought out in the soul that purifies the believer from all that is around that may profess the name of Christ, but that dishonours Him. 

How much there is that is coming into Christendom at large. We feel it keenly, that that which professes to hold the name of Christ should be discussing things, which Paul says should not even be named among you, and making way for their operation in that which professes His name. How sorrowful! Oh, but you say, that is nothing to do with us. But it is. 

Then as purifying oneself from it, the sanctifying effect is to work in the soul of the believer, so that he feels these matters in some measure as God would feel them, and carries the shame of it in relation to that which professes the Lord’s name. So that it says the vessel has to purify himself from these in separating himself from them, “he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. 

I would like to raise the question with myself, and perhaps with my dear young brethren, as to whether there is the desire to be here as sanctified. You say, I 

thought you were going to say whether there is the desire to be serviceable. Well, the Lord will see to that. Your responsibility and mine is to desire to be here sanctified, and as sanctified the Lord may take you up as serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. There are no specialists in divine things. If one might speak reverently of the Lord, in His service He was not a specialist. He was able to, and in His service He did, take up the work of the Gershonite and the work of the Merarite. They are to be carried on, and they go on together in the same persons. They are to be handled rightly in the dignity that belongs in the house of God and in the power of the anointing. So Paul says, “youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness”. There are many things that would appeal to youthful lusts in the present day. I do not want to go into that. But, young people, fix your eyes on the perfect Servant, and “youthful lusts flee”. There are things that the believer has to run from. They do not only mark young people, some of us carry them even as we are older, but we have to flee them, and as fleeing them, be occupied with the One in whom perfection is resident. 

So he says, “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. Pursue it with them. The Lord has not left us alone; there are those with whom we are able to walk, and the servant, if he becomes serviceable, is able to value what the Lord has, and serves not because it belongs to him but because it belongs to God. That work is His. 

If any service is undertaken in any way, secretly or publicly, the servant is never greater than those he serves. He is here as a bondman or as a slave, as the Lord Jesus was, and he serves in the light of that and he is serving a people that are so great. Moses at one time spoke against the people of God, and that is something that the Lord would help us with, that we might be preserved from speaking against the people of God. If there is anything that needs to be carried, carry it in His presence, and speak to Him about it, and find that His people become precious. He may give a needed word that may quicken the affections of His people, that may stimulate what they are according to their true calling. He did this with the apostle Paul, and He can do it, and does do it, at the present time in order that the saints might stand in the light of their true calling. 

So Paul says to Timothy, “foolish ... questionings avoid”. There are many foolish questions. 

They come up in the great house. You find persons getting involved in things that are nothing to do with the saints on the heavenly line, questions that are beneath the dignity of our calling. Paul says, ‘you just avoid them and go on’. He says, “a bondman of the Lord ought not to contend, but be gentle towards all; apt to teach; forbearing; in meekness setting right those who oppose”. Why does the bondman of the Lord behave like that? “If God perhaps may sometime give them repentance”. That is one thing that the true servant would be conscious of, that whatever he does, he is dependent on what God would do, that “God perhaps may sometime give them repentance”. These words have often been dwelt upon, and the brethren know well the meaning of them. It is not always that God will grant repentance—if God perhaps may sometime give them repentance; that is not always in our time but He may “sometime give them repentance to acknowledgment of the truth”. 

Now in Mark, the colt is tied at the crossway. It is interesting that in Matthew, the ass is tied and the colt is with it. That is a word for those of us who are parents. We cannot expect the colt to be tied if the ass has not been tied. If we have not been held in devotion to Christ and to His will, we cannot expect the colts to be. I believe, and I feel it very much for myself as a natural father, that parents are responsible to give some impression to the young people of what committal to Christ is. I say that in passing; that is Matthew’s side. In this chapter, Mark brings out the Lord’s service in conditions of pressure. One thing in being serviceable to 

the Master, and I would say this carefully, is that the servant has to be prepared for a broken heart. The Lord says prophetically, “I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain” (Isaiah 49: 4), “Reproach hath broken my heart”, Psalm 69: 20. Dear brother and sister—sisters serve, we are all taken up for service—this is not, as we used to say as boys, this is not only the first eleven, it is all of us, we are all taken up for service. We are called to the path of service. It is only what is right for the believer, but be prepared for a broken heart. Paul knew it. He says, “all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me” (2 

Timothy 1: 15), and “At my first defence no man stood with me ... But the Lord stood with me, and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all those of the nations should hear”, 2 Timothy 4: 16, 17. You think of that one man standing alone. 

The Lord Jesus stood alone, there in the palace of the high priest. No one stood with Him; in fact one stood with the opposers, but the Lord Jesus stood alone. Now, I ask myself, and might I ask you dear brother or sister, Have you the heart for Christ that is prepared to stand in the midst of opposition? 

Now here, the cold is tied at the crossway. Why is it tied there? You might say, ‘I suppose it was to stop it running away’. Young people, just be thankful if someone has tied the colt, for what your parents may have done in devotion and in committal, like Hannah, in that character, making a vow that her son might be here for Jehovah, given to Jehovah for the rest of his life. Thank God for the prayers of mothers and fathers who have done that. So the colt has been tied. In the family reading in the morning, something of the strengthening of the rope has gone on. When you felt you wanted to get away and do your own thing, morning by morning in the family reading, the rope was just strengthened a little. So the colt was tied at the crossway. Some of us can thank God for such service. 

It was tied there, not only to stop it running away, 

but it was there because the Lord had need of it. And, dear young person, brother and sister, the Lord has need of you in His service today. He was going up to Jerusalem, the testimony was moving forward, and the Lord had need of the colt. You may say, ‘I am not very significant’. Yes, but you could perform that little service. I remember Mr. Lyon saying, 

‘Take a basket of cakes to the old sister down the road’. That becomes part of levitical service. And if you have been faithful in little things, the Lord may take you up for that which is greater. “The Lord has need of it”. He is moving forward today. We should desire increasingly to get some sense of the movements of the Lord Jesus in the present moment. 

Where is He moving? He needs persons like you and me, and young persons, to devote themselves to Him, to be available, perhaps not for anything great. Mr. Darby said, If you think you can do something for Him, He will never use you. But if you keep near to Him in lowly humility, He will do something and He will use you in the doing of it. What wondrous grace! Keep near to Him. Be conscious of being available to Him, “prepared for every good work”. Putting the hassocks round at the meeting room; that is where young persons often start in their service to the saints, helping to put the chairs straight, doing it in love, because the Lord has need of you. It is not only the meeting of your need, or the meeting of mine, but it is the meeting of His need. He has need of you. I would leave that with you, dear young person. It may be that someone here may pick it up and take it away, that the Lord has need of you, whatever that may be for. 

He needs your company. And as having your company, He would delight to impart some of His own thoughts to you, and give you some of the secrets that are in His heart; He would put them into yours as He did with that woman in John 4. He took the secrets of His own heart and put them in hers in order that she might be here superior to the whole system that was around her. The Lord would do that. What a service she 

rendered. She went out of the city, and said “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done—is not he the Christ?”, John 4: 29. May that blessed Man so fill our hearts that we may be here “sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
8 November 2003 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1-4 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

2 Timothy 2:19-26 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. [23] But foolish and senseless questionings avoid, knowing that they beget contentions. [24] And a bondman of [the] Lord ought not to contend, but be gentle towards all; apt to teach; forbearing; [25] in meekness setting right those who oppose, if God perhaps may sometime give them repentance to acknowledgment of [the] truth, [26] and that they may awake up out of the snare of the devil, [who are] taken by him, for *his* will.

Mark 11:1-11 (JND) [1] And when they draw near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sends two of his disciples, [2] and says to them, Go into the village which is over against you, and immediately on entering into it ye will find a colt tied, upon which no [child] of man has ever sat: loose it and lead it [here]. [3] And if any one say to you, Why do ye this? say, The Lord has need of it; and straightway he sends it hither. [4] And they departed, and found a colt bound to the door without at the crossway, and they loose him. [5] And some of those who stood there said to them, What are ye doing, loosing the colt? [6] And they said to them as Jesus had commanded. And they let them [do it]. [7] And they led the colt to Jesus, and cast their clothes upon it, and he sat on it; [8] and many strewed their clothes on the way, and others cut down branches from the trees [and went on strewing them on the way]. [9] And those going on before and those following cried out, Hosanna! blessed [be] he that comes in [the] Lord's name. [10] Blessed [be] the coming kingdom of our father David. Hosanna in the highest! [11] And he entered into Jerusalem and into the temple; and having looked round on all things, the hour being already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Isaiah 40:12 (JND) [12] Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with [his] span, and grasped the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in a balance, and the hills in scales?

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 20:23-28 (JND) [23] [And] he says to them, Ye shall drink indeed my cup, but to sit on my right hand and on [my] left, is not mine to give, but to those for whom it is prepared of my Father. [24] And the ten, having heard [of it], were indignant about the two brothers. [25] But Jesus having called them to [him], said, Ye know that the rulers of the nations exercise lordship over them, and the great exercise authority over them. [26] It shall not be thus amongst you, but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your servant; [27] and whosoever will be first among you, let him be your bondman; [28] as indeed the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.

Matthew 20:25 (JND) [25] But Jesus having called them to [him], said, Ye know that the rulers of the nations exercise lordship over them, and the great exercise authority over them.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Hebrews 1:12 (JND) [12] and as a covering shalt thou roll them up, and they shall be changed; but *thou* art the Same, and thy years shall not fail.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Psalms 51:6 (JND) [6] Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden [part] thou wilt make me to know wisdom.

Luke 20:4-8 (JND) [4] The baptism of John, was it of heaven or of men? [5] And they reasoned among themselves, saying, If we should say, Of heaven, he will say, Why have ye not believed him? [6] but if we should say, Of men, the whole people will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet. [7] And they answered, they did not know whence. [8] And Jesus said to them, Neither do *I* tell you by what authority I do these things.

Numbers 8:24 (JND) [24] This is that which concerneth the Levites: from twenty-five years old and upward shall he come to labour in the work of the service of the tent of meeting.

Philippians 2:22 (JND) [22] But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child a father, he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings.

Isaiah 49:4 (JND) [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

2 Timothy 4:16-17 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?



PERSONS GIVING THEMSELVES OVER TO THE SPIRIT

J. Mitchell 

Genesis 24: 15–25; Judges 1: 12–15; 1 Samuel 25: 32–35 

I read these passages to say a word about persons who gave themselves over to the Spirit. 

Each of them is a beautiful type of the assembly, but what is in mind is not to develop that side but rather to look at them as persons who had personal and strong relations with the Spirit of God. It is clear as to Rebecca and Achsah that that is so in a typical sense because they have to do with wells or springs. It may not be quite so clear with Abigail although in the section we read David says to Abigail, “blessed be thy discernment”, and we are told in the New Testament that “the spiritual discerns all things”, 1 Corinthians 2: 15. Now that gives justification for looking at Abigail as a type of a person who has secret history with the Holy Spirit. Indeed as we come to it we shall see that all her actions are typical of such a person. We were remarking in the reading about the need to give ourselves over to the Spirit, and I would encourage each one of us to cultivate personal and intimate links with the Spirit of God, and allow those links to develop spiritual personality in each of us. Then to develop too in having guidance from the Spirit so that in our walk here we show that our desire is that our whole life is in some measure an indication of the place that the Spirit 

has with each one of us. 

Now Rebecca perhaps is the most beautiful type of that. I have often wondered about that reference in this chapter where it says, “the man was astonished at her”. We generally regard Abraham’s servant as a type of the Spirit. It is a bit difficult to think of the Spirit being astonished, but I have no doubt that it will allow the interpretation that it is exceedingly pleasant to the Holy Spirit of God to take account of the depth and substantiality of His own workmanship in persons. Therefore to allow the Spirit scope with us would give Him tremendous pleasure and, if I may say so simply and I trust reverently, the Spirit is entitled to that. Think of His service to us and to the saints generally throughout the whole of the dispensation, sometimes barely recognised. I would never like to say unrecognised, because that would be a slur on His own workmanship, but sometimes He has been barely recognised, and yet He has patiently laboured in love for the saints of the assembly. It is something that should affect every one of us. Even in this period of revival in which we thankfully are having our part, we should marvel that the Spirit of God waited so long a time before He called attention to Himself, and we were helped and enlightened in the blessedness and joy of speaking to the Spirit in the assembly and worshipping Him publicly. You think of the labours of the blessed Spirit of God bringing Christ before the affections and souls of the saints unremittingly, all through more than a century in this revival, before there was any suggestion, from Himself undoubtedly, but involving of course the Father and the Son, of giving place to the Holy Spirit of God. That in itself should cause us to be deeply affected by Him and His service to us, and indeed should cause us to worship Him. 

Now referring to Rebecca, the passage is as well known as any other passage in Scripture, and therefore one hardly need say much about it. What is affecting is the way in which she comes out as typically a person 

who had a long and intimate history with the Holy Spirit of God, with the result that there is beautiful formation in her, it is a marvel that immediately the man asks for a sip of water, it says, “she hasted and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave him to drink”. She hasted to do it. There was no reluctance whatsoever. Her whole inward affections were moved and she gave him to drink of her pitcher. I wonder for myself, and for every one of us here, whether in any measure we are giving the Holy Spirit what really refreshes His heart, what is for His own infinite pleasure, thus ministering to Him in some small measure. He says here, “Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher”. That has often been referred to. It tells us in the Scriptures that the Spirit does not desire enviously (James 4: 5). He maintains the lowly place that He has taken in this economy of love, and yet He is looking now for some answer from our hearts. Thus His request, “Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher. 

And she said, Drink, my lord! And she hasted and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave him to drink”. You can see Rebecca’s affection typically for the Spirit in the way she hasted and let down her pitcher. 

Then before anything else is said she says, “I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have drunk enough”. The servant had said nothing about drawing water for the camels at that point. He did not need to say it. Rebecca was equal to that typically, she knew what was refreshing to the Holy Spirit of God and she was committed that whatever it might cost; and cost it did, because to draw water for ten thirsty camels is a tremendous matter, and it would have been a tremendous labour for Rebecca to draw water for all these camels. The servant did not need to ask, she immediately said that she would draw water for his camels also. How beautiful that is, and she did that. The camels themselves are also typical of the Spirit, so it shows typically the beautiful relationships that Rebecca had with the Holy Spirit of God. 

When Laban came out the 

man was standing by the camels by the well. How beautiful is the way that the Spirit of God records these intensive references typically to Himself. It is when she draws water for the camels that it says, “the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not”. That must have given him tremendous pleasure to see a young woman, who is described as very fair; she must have been, as we speak, quite a beautiful woman, and I have no doubt that she, and all that attaches to her, typifies the result of the Spirit’s operations. She is formed by the Spirit Himself. As you look round this room, and see persons that are formed by the Spirit of God, there is a manner and spiritual beauty about them. It is beauty that is not only refreshing to the heart of Christ, and was really what was in the Spirit’s mind, that there should be a person who is entirely suited to the heavenly Man, but there is that which, in the beauty of His own workmanship among the saints, is for the heart of the Spirit Himself. 

The man says to her, “Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room in thy father’s house for us to lodge?” She said to him, “There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge”. Her answers to the man are always so full. She goes beyond what he asks each time. What was there formatively in Rebecca not only met the need of the man at the moment but went on to bring out that there is everything to satisfy the needs of the man and his camels. I wonder for myself, dear brethren, and for each one of us, if there is some measure of that in each of us in a formative way that is for the pleasure of the Holy Spirit of God. He has laboured in the dispensation, and we have come to the end of it, and I am sure that there should be from every one of our hearts what is for His own pleasure and satisfaction. At every turn what shines out in Rebecca is typically, the spirituality of what is there, the result of the Spirit’s own operations in that she is entirely suited to be taken in hand by the Spirit in 

view of being a bride for the heavenly Man. 

I believe the Spirit of God would be active at the present moment putting the finishing touches to the assembly. He is concerned about beautifying the assembly so that she might be entirely for the heart of Christ, that she might be fully suited to Him, so that there should be no disparity. There He is, the heavenly Man, in all His glory, in all His moral and spiritual beauty, but there is the assembly as the product of the Spirit as entirely suited to Him. I often think of that verse at the end of the chapter where it says, “And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done” (Genesis 24: 66). We need to be careful not to be fanciful in dealing with scripture, but I often think of what exists between the Holy Spirit of God and the Lord Jesus Christ in relation to the assembly. What delight and appreciation the Lord has in the service of the Spirit in securing the assembly for Him, and what delight there must be in the Spirit of God that there is through His own operations a vessel for the heart of Christ. 

Rebecca is brought to Isaac entirely suited to him, and I believe that gives us some insight into the feelings of the Spirit as He presents the assembly to Christ as the answer to His heart. 

Now we come to Achsah in the book of Judges. The incident appears twice in the Scriptures, once in the book of Joshua and then in the book of Judges, and I need hardly say that the Spirit of God does not simply repeat things; He has something in mind in putting this passage in two books of the Bible. I have no doubt that He puts it in Joshua chapter 15 to bring out the appreciation that Achsah had of the inheritance, and her concern that she might enjoy the inheritance, because the inheritance without the springs of water would not have been very profitable. So the same incident is given there and she says to Caleb, “give me also springs of water”, a holy desire on the part of Achsah. Othniel took Kirjath-sepher, and for that Caleb gave to Othniel Achsah his daughter as wife. What a wife she was! 

What a valuable asset she would be to Othniel! But in Judges it is put in chapter 1, which starts on a very high level. Judah and Simeon desire that they might deal with the enemies of the land, and that they might appropriate their inheritance for themselves; and the brotherly element comes into it, and there is no jealousy, no bad feeling. What a word that is for us, dear brethren, that that character of things should be amongst us, good brotherly relations and consideration for one another—Judah being who he was, but by no means asserting his leadership, taking his brother with him in what he was seeking to do. What a matter that was. 

Then you have this incident, but then we do not go very far in the first chapter until it begins to tell us that some of the tribes did not dispossess the inhabitants of the land. That is a very sorrowful thing. Then in chapter 2 it tells us that “the Angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim” (Judges 2: 1). He had shifted his position. Now that is a very sad thing that it should immediately go on to that, and there is a word for us in that. Gilgal involves circumcision, and that is painful, the cutting off of the flesh completely. It involves the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt, and I think that is a word that we can take home to ourselves. 

The people had departed from that. The Angel shifted his position from Gilgal to Bochim, showing that there was a failure to meet the requirements of Gilgal. As we examine matters, beloved, we may discover that the reproaches of Egypt have crept back amongst us. It is something to think about and to pray about and to feel about. The Spirit of God records that, and things are not recorded without a purpose. But before He records that He records this matter as to Achsah, and I believe that there is the antidote to all the failure that came in. This matter as to Achsah shows that there was a remedy to the whole failure that came in amongst them, and the remedy lies in the springs of water. So that Achsah desiring the springs of water in the book of Judges is to overcome all that weakening and the failure that came in among the people. If they 

had maintained those springs of water there would have been no failure amongst them. 

What the Spirit of God has in mind in the springs of water is freshness, and that is something that we need to be concerned about, because as time goes on, staleness tends to come in. As the days go on, every one of us tends a little to staleness, and what will preserve us from staleness is the upper and lower springs, and therefore the need is to relate ourselves to the Holy Spirit of God. The upper springs and the lower springs, as we have been taught, is the Spirit in relation to the truth of the epistle to the Ephesians and the epistle to the Romans. The way in which we can be preserved from retrograde steps is to give ourselves over to the Holy Spirit of God. The upper and the lower springs are there, and they maintain the saints in freshness no matter what may come in. They act as a great preservative in the midst of a tendency to failure; a tendency to cease to value the inheritance, and failure to take possession of it fully. I believe the Spirit of God would urge us, like Caleb here. There is an urge here. Caleb says, “He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife”. And then it goes on to say that “Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field”. There is a great need, beloved, to urge one another to go fully in for our inheritance. Think of the way that it has been won for us. You remember in the book of Joshua the way that the inheritance was won. Think of the ark going through the Jordan and all that that involved. The wars of the Lord too, the place that the ark had in relation to Jericho, and then Gilgal, and all that was involved in the land, a goodly land. That is what the Spirit of God has brought us into. He has brought us into the very best, and the need therefore is to urge one another to go in for it, and that we should be in relation to these springs of water, so that we are preserved in freshness of exercise and freshness of power 

in view of enjoying the land. 

I come now to Abigail, a well-known passage too. David says to her, “blessed be thy discernment”. I believe there is a very grave need of discernment. That really involves the Spirit. We are told in the epistle to the Corinthians that “the spiritual discerns all things”, 1 

Corinthians 2: 15. That is something to be sober about and contemplate, that there should be a real discernment about matters. Whatever may come up amongst us, why not relate yourself to the Holy Spirit of God? and He will give you discernment. Abigail’s discernment comes out beautifully in this section. David, of course, speaking to Abigail here, represents a type of Christ; but earlier in the chapter he does not represent Christ at all, indeed he is somewhat remiss, because of his answer to Nabal. Nabal was a churlish man, and he said, “Who is David?” (1 Samuel 25: 10). He had no regard for David, no regard for Christ, and he is concerned about himself, “shall I take my bread, and my water, and my flesh which I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men whom I know not whence they are?” (verse 11). 

Why did he not know David? Everybody else in the kingdom knew David, he was very well known, he was celebrated, but Nabal says, “Who is David?” He has no regard for Christ. 

What an awful man he was, but then when the young men told David what he said, David says, “Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword”. What a rash thing to do. It would have involved the unnecessary loss of life. And, as Abigail tells David, it would have been a slur on David when he came to the kingdom. There was a lack with David because of his rash intention. Let me say this, dear brethren, it is sometimes the easiest way to deal with things, be quick, rash, get it over as fast as we can, but is the Lord in it? Is the Spirit in it? That is the question. 

Abigail discerns what is needed, and hence the value of right discernment about matters. The way she meets things is totally different from the way that David 

had in mind. Think of the awfulness of it; by the morning light there would not have been one male left of Nabal’s household! Yet it speaks in this chapter of one of Nabal’s young men, and it is quite clear that that man had a clear judgment, he comes and tells Abigail. As we have been taught, that relates to “tell it to the assembly”, Matthew 18: 17. There is a proper place to tell things, and he goes to Abigail as understanding that Abigail has the power to deal with the matter, and deal with it rightly, deal with it according to God. That young man would have been among those who would have been slain by David. It is a sorrowful thing, beloved brethren, when rash actions are taken without real consideration for the result, and what they are in the sight of God. Yet this young man comes and tells Abigail what the situation is. Abigail made haste and took certain things, two hundred loaves, and so on, sheep ready dressed, bottles of wine, she took all that was necessary in view of meeting this situation that had arisen. 

It was a crisis but she had the spiritual wealth to meet the crisis, and she meets it in a way that is thoroughly in keeping with the dispensation of blessing. And so, as she goes on her way, it says, “And as she was riding on the ass, and coming down by the covert of the hill, behold, David and his men came down opposite to her; and she met them”. It is well she met them there. It is a good thing to take account of what is working among the brethren. We need to respect what is of God among the saints. Abigail is coming down, and David came down and they met there. There could not have been a better place to meet. David, before that, when he said, “Gird ye on every man his sword”, was going up; but it was not a time for going up, it was a time for coming down. That is a very essential matter. We get sometimes so fixed with our own thoughts that it is difficult, to come down, but that is what Abigail does, and as doing that she influences David, and they meet there. She has what is necessary for the meeting of the situation, and David says to her, “Blessed be Jehovah, 

the God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me. And blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou”. What a thing that is, that such a serious crisis should be met out of the abundance of the supply of spiritual food among the saints so that the matter is solved. David says that, “But indeed, as Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, who has restrained me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me”. 

Well, beloved, let us be concerned that there might be true assembly features. As I say, each of these three persons is really typical of the assembly, Abigail is the church militant. But it is the discernment of the person that David takes account of; a person who is able to discern the situation, and not only to discern the situation but to bring in what is needed to meet the situation. What a wonderful thing it is when persons go down. I think that is the great matter, and David went down here and the whole matter was resolved in the spirit of the dispensation. I think that is a very necessary thing that it should be so. May the Lord bless the word to us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
23 November 2002 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:15-25 (JND) [15] And it came to pass before he had ended speaking, that behold, Rebecca came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother; and [she had] her pitcher upon her shoulder. [16] And the maiden was very fair in countenance; a virgin, and no man had known her. And she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. [17] And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher. [18] And she said, Drink, my lord! And she hasted and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave him to drink. [19] And when she had given him enough to drink, she said, I will draw [water] for thy camels also, until they have drunk enough. [20] And she hasted and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to the well to draw [water]; and she drew for all his camels. [21] And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not. [22] And it came to pass when the camels had drunk enough, that the man took a gold ring, of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, ten [shekels] weight of gold, [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge? [24] And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge.

Judges 1:12-15 (JND) [12] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [13] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

1 Samuel 25:32-35 (JND) [32] And David said to Abigail, Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me. [33] And blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand. [34] But indeed, as Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, who has restrained me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, there had not been left to Nabal by the morning light any male. [35] So David received of her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, Go up in peace to thy house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person.

1 Corinthians 2:15 (JND) [15] but the spiritual discerns all things, and *he* is discerned of no one.

James 4:5 (JND) [5] Think ye that the scripture speaks in vain? Does the Spirit which has taken his abode in us desire enviously?

Genesis 24:66 (JND) [66] And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.

Joshua 15 (JND) [1] And the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families was: to the border of Edom, the wilderness of Zin, southward, in the extreme south. [2] And their southern border was from the end of the salt sea, from the tongue that turns southward; [3] and it went out south of the ascent of Akrabbim, and passed on to Zin, and went up on the south of Kadesh-barnea, and passed to Hezron, and went up toward Addar, and turned toward Karkaah, …

Judges 2:1 (JND) [1] And the Angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you to the land which I swore unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you; and as for you,

1 Samuel 25:10 (JND) [10] And Nabal answered David's servants and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there are many servants now-a-days that break away every man from his master.

Matthew 18:17 (JND) [17] But if he will not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if also he will not listen to the assembly, let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer.



EXTRACTS

Before I come to Peter in the last scripture, I want to speak about Psalm 16 as referring to our Lord Jesus in the grave. Perhaps we have not touched on it much in this connection; but it is most touching and affecting that the Lord Himself refers to His being the Holy One of God as actually in the grave. That our Lord Jesus Christ lay for three days and three nights in the grave is most solemn. He says Himself—“thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights”, Matthew 12: 40. How thoroughly He became acquainted with the earth! Man had been taken out of it. The penalty 

was, according to Genesis 3—“For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return”. That was the penalty on man for having sinned. Every burial reminds us of that; the cemetery reminds us of it, if we are capable of being reminded. People put it far away from them, but still these things remind us of this solemn fact, that man through sin incurred death and burial; that he shall return to dust. 

Now our Lord Jesus Christ took on manhood, but He did not return to dust. His death and His condition in His burial were as unique as His condition in His life here below. His condition as a Man here, born into this world was unique; there has been no other Man like Him before or since. “Who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth”, Acts 8: 33. 

The condition which He took in flesh, and blood never existed in any other man, and never will do so; nor will it again exist in Him. It was holy and absolutely unique, the condition of Christ in humanity here below. He will never be in that condition again; but still, it is treasured up before God, as the manna was treasured up in the ark. The “hidden manna”, Christ as here below, is to be fed upon. Then His death was unique—not as an ordinary man’s death. When Pilate sent the messengers to inquire as to His death, He was dead already. Pilate did not expect that. They broke the legs of the two thieves, but not of Jesus: 

“Not a bone of him shall be broken”, John 19: 36. He was unique in dying; there was no death like His; He died of Himself. John would give you to understand it was an act of power, for no one took His life from Him; He laid it down of Himself, John 10: 18. He cried with a loud voice, which denoted strength. His dying was unique, no other man has died as He died; in every way He has the pre-eminence. And so in His burial—it is said, “And men appointed his grave with the wicked”, Isaiah 53: 9; they had no other thought than that He should be put into the common grave of the criminal. Could these men do as they wished? No, they could not. He was with the rich in His death. How was that? God 

took care of that. He was not with the wicked; although He was crucified with the wicked. He died before the two thieves. He says to the converted thief—“Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”, Luke 23: 43, but He went into paradise before the thief. He did not say, Today shalt thou go with Me to paradise, for the thief came in after the Lord. I am speaking of the fact that in His death He was the Holy One of God, and did not see corruption. All these things point to the uniqueness of Christ, whether in life or in death. 

And so, too, in resurrection—I do not believe any other person risen would be like Christ in His resurrection. The facts relative to His resurrection are different from those of all others. 

He came out of the grave without moving the linen cloths in which He was bound, except the napkin that was about His head; somebody folded that and put it aside by itself; otherwise all was as it had been on His blessed body. This, I believe, is what John’s account conveys. 

These remarks bear on this psalm in which the Lord says to God, “For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy holy One to see corruption”. 

J. Taylor (Vol.50, pp.139–141) 

... Of course, in a day of small things we sometimes have to wait for things. We go along and we have to be humbled about them and suffer with them, and suffer because of them, but God comes in in time. We can count on God to come in if there is an attack of any kind against the truth. If we give Him time and be patient, he will come in. 

J. Taylor (Vol.63, p.229) 
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Scripture references

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

John 19:36 (JND) [36] For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, Not a bone of him shall be broken.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Isaiah 53:9 (JND) [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth.

Luke 23:43 (JND) [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
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