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“LOOKING STEDFASTLY ON JESUS”

H. Falconer 

Hebrews 12: 1–3 

I thought, dear brethren, that looking on Jesus, “looking stedfastly on Jesus”, would help us in our present circumstances. We had this before us on Lord’s day, following Him, contemplating Him, and being occupied with Himself. There is no greater occupation afforded us. We have the great faith chapter before this one (chapter 11), but the One we have before us is the Leader and Completer of faith. Think of the Lord Jesus as the One who is the Leader of that order. Hebrews 11 starts with Abel, but the writer now goes beyond that and brings before our notice the Lord Jesus Himself. It says that Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, but it speaks here of the Lord Jesus as the One who, in view of the joy lying before Him, endured the cross, having despised the shame. You see, dear brethren, if there was to be something for God there had to be sacrifice. There has to be that knowledge with us as to what was due to God and this is set out in all its beauty in the Lord Jesus Himself. 

So the writer brings in this great idea of looking steadfastly on Jesus, that we might be occupied with Him, that we might look away from everything else, everything else which is of different value. We can be assured of this, that the things of this world, even the very latest, are marked by what is valueless. So the writer begins the chapter by saying, “let us also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses”. The ‘us’ is emphatic. I think that would be something we 

can think over. The persons to whom he was writing, in view of looking steadfastly on Jesus, were persons who had a definite experience with Him, persons moving on this faith line, persons occupied with Himself. 

How easy it is to be occupied with what is around, but then we think of this great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. These are persons marked by faith who have been brought in before in chapter 11. They are a great cloud of witnesses. A remarkable word this, ‘cloud’. It would speak of what is heavenly. These persons were heavenly in character. Think of what characterized them. They would be heavenly. It says they are a cloud of witnesses. They would be together in that way. How different their experiences were, but they are all included in this great line of faith. 

When we come to Moses we think of the cloud of witness which went before the children of Israel and how they had to keep their eye on it. The cloud would speak to us of something that we can look up to, that we might keep our eye away from the earthly scene, not just the worldly scene but the earthly scene. We can be occupied with what is earthly, we might say legitimate things, the things we meet from day to day. We can become unduly occupied with them. The writer wants to get us beyond all that to what is heavenly, a scene that is marked by refreshment, as the rain comes down from the clouds, the faithfulness of God in bringing in the rain. We need this in view of growth, not only the sunshine but we need the rain too. 

We would rather have the sunshine all the time, but we need the pressure, it is watering from heaven. We are reminded of the Lord Jesus, “He shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”, Isaiah 53: 2. That brings out that we cannot draw upon the world because it is dry. The 

dry ground was all around Him, the dryness of man’s ambitions, trying to improve his position. The same thing day in and day out; no variety in it. Think of the variety that God brings in as a result of the rain. We are to get the gain of it, this line of faith, this path of faith. 

It says, “laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us”. How easily we can be taken up with things here—things which may seem all right, but the enemy would use them to direct our gaze away from Jesus. That would be his intent. 

Then it says, “run with endurance the race that lies before us”. It calls for energy. We have to look towards the goal. When you are running you look towards the goal, you keep your eye fixed on it. “Looking stedfastly on Jesus”; what a Person He is! How great He is; so worthy that we should keep our eye on Him. It means that we have our eyesight clear. Things tend to blind us, things that so easily entangle us, things that bring in a lack of sharpness of vision. 

We need to keep our eyes clear. Do not let us get anything between our eyes and the Lord, because of the race that lies before us. It is the same ‘us’ you see; the ‘us’ that we started with in verse 1. So we would seek to be such persons at the present time, in these days in which we are. There are persons who are slipping away, persons who are deteriorating as to the faith. How solemn that is! Think of this line of faith, this great cloud of witnesses, those who walked in the line of faith. They are spoken of individually, they were of different parents, different temperaments, yet there was one object before them. We can see the benefit of having one objective. The Lord Jesus in His love for us, and in His grace, brings us through various exercises, maybe tests us individually. He brings us through exercises locally. How we feel them! We can be tender as to them, dependent on the love of Jesus 

as to them. 

We can trust Him—“Looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith—who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. The Lord Jesus was ready to go through all this, in view of the joy that lay before Him. Think of the great end in view in all that suffering. 

How much He endured in His life down here. He went through with it in spite of the vicious attacks of the enemy. And the enemy attacks us; he seeks to divert our gaze from Jesus. He seeks to occupy us with one thing or another. But then the Lord Jesus knows all about that kind of thing. It says of Him in Luke 4 that “the devil, having completed every temptation, departed from him for a time”. The Lord Jesus knew these temptations to the full; we know them partially. How we feel them and desire often that we might be free of them. But then there is this great end that the Lord is bringing us to. He is “set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. As we think of Luke’s gospel we can see similarities with this book as to the Lord Jesus and His greatness. That is how Luke begins his gospel, the Lord Jesus and His greatness. As that gospel goes on it speaks as to Jesus in the wilderness, then His dependence on God day by day, every day fulfilling God’s will, and yet, being who He was, we can see the greatness of the Highest shining through. The writer speaks of that in chapter 1—“The Son of the Highest”. How great His titles were! The writer of this epistle says God has spoken to us in the Person of the Son. How great that is! But he also speaks of Him as 

‘Jesus’. That is beautiful! It speaks of that lonely Man who was here to fulfil the Father’s will, the One who in Gethsemane says, “Not my will, but thine be done”. Think of Him recognizing the greatness of the Father’s will. 

What a work He accomplished so that you and I can come into the gain of what God has in mind for us in Him. 

The Lord has joy. He is reaping the joy at this time as He sees persons in this line of faith, persons who are not diverted, persons who are looking steadfastly on Jesus. We can take Him as our example, not just looking to Him but looking on Him. We love to contemplate His pathway here, especially in the gospels—how lowly He was, how humble, how completely obedient to His Father’s will. He “endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds”. 

How easily we become weary; how we flag. Come to Jesus; we can have our spirits uplifted as we come to Him. So it says, “be not weary, fainting in your minds”. Not only are our minds fixed on Him, but our eyes are fixed on Him, looking steadfastly on Jesus. Well, may each one of us continue to do so, dear brethren, that we may know assuredly that He is there in that established position, no longer to endure the cross and despise the shame but a Man of joy at the present time. So we are encouraged to look for Him and to Him. We can be joyful in His presence and as we come together we can be encouraged thus. May it be so for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Airdrie
22 September 1981 

(The Lord took our brother within a week of his giving this word) 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …



REFRESHMENT

J. Spinks 

Exodus 15: 27 

I was thinking, dear brethren, about the matter of the refreshment that God provides for His people. This scripture was referred to in prayer last night, and I have been thinking of it a little since then. God Himself provides in this way, as the Lord did when He was here; He said to His disciples, “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little”, Mark 6: 31. For those who carry the burden of the testimony, there is divine provision made. 

It is not all burden. Thank God that He provides a sphere of refreshment for His people. God Himself is said to have been refreshed when He beheld the creation that He had made; in Exodus it says that “He rested, and was refreshed” (Exodus 31: 17). Of course we can, by the Spirit, look forward and apply that verse to what He will bring in through the Man of His choice in the great moral creation, the Man of whom we have sung, who glorified God on the earth. What pleasure, what refreshment there was for the heart of God when He was here. 

And so we can readily think of what pleasure God will get from what He will bring in; a whole universe will bear the stamp of that Man, and God will be refreshed by it. 

So God knows what it is to be refreshed, and here He is providing a sphere where the people find something that would speak of divine provision for them. In the previous section they had come to the waters of Mara and they could not drink of it because it was bitter. I think that any exercised 

believer knows what that is, but also knows the sweetness of seeing that Christ has been here as the One who has done the will of God. So the waters became sweet. That is an experience that exercised believers go through, that however bitter the experience, you find that, when you bring Christ into it, the waters become sweet, and immediately we come to this sphere which speaks really of eternal life. 

I would just apply it very simply, beloved brethren. I think that these twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees would be like a local assembly, composed of persons who have overcome. I think that the palm trees would refer to that, and the springs of water would be those in whom the Spirit is free. What a sphere of refreshment it is! It refers to them spending three days in the wilderness (Exodus 15: 22), and it is indeed a wilderness. It is a wilderness to exercised believers. It is not a wilderness to persons who seek to find their lives here; I do not think that they will experience much of this. But as we are set on the line of being here in the path of the will of God He provides a sphere of refreshment for us, and this is it, a sphere of eternal life, where we can enjoy things together that the world knows nothing of. May the Lord just help us to enjoy these things more, to be here more in the path of the will of God, exercised to find the Lord’s mind, to be in the secret of His mind. I am sure we shall find increasingly these spheres of refreshing; it says in Acts, “that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3: l9). These are very precious things, to be known increasingly in our localities, dear brethren. May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
25 December 1984 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 15:27 (JND) [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

Mark 6:31 (JND) [31] And he said to them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little. For those coming and those going were many, and they had not leisure even to eat.

Exodus 31:17 (JND) [17] It shall be a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever; for [in] six days Jehovah made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.

Exodus 15:22 (JND) [22] And Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …



“I THIRST” AND “GIVE ME TO DRINK”

A. C. Craig 

John 19: 28–30; 4: 5–8 

These two statements are by the Lord Jesus—“I thirst” and “Give me to drink”. I want to say first of all, dear brethren, that they do not mean the same thing. There might be certain situations where they refer to the same thing. Here they are not the same. They are not intended to be the same. He did not say to the woman, “I thirst”. He did not say on the cross, 

“Give me to drink”. He says, “I thirst”, for the fulfilling of Scripture. But He did thirst. It was not merely to fulfil the scripture; He actually thirsted. I want to dwell on that; I want to dwell on it very extensively. What occasioned the Son of God’s thirst? He is not saying, “Give me to drink”. No; He is quoting Psalm 69, not Psalm 22; John hardly deals with that; John draws pretty much from Psalm 69. For instance, “The zeal of thy house hath devoured me”, Psalm 69: 9. That is quoted early in John. Then, “They that hate me without a cause”; that is John 15. And here again, “I thirst”. “They gave me gall for my food, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink”, Psalm 69: 21. Beloved brethren, what occasioned the blessed Lord’s thirst? 

I say again, it is not only that the scripture might be fulfilled. He thirsted! 

It is not a question of atonement in John. It is not a question of the trespass-offering, as in Matthew, or the sin-offering as in Mark, or the oblation as in Luke. It is not that. Then there is no darkness. I want to make a point of that. There is no darkness, and there is no rent veil; 

it is not that line. John is not occupied with that. All this comes, dear brethren, on that blessed One. May it enter your heart; may it enter mine; “I thirst”. What occasioned His thirst? We do not dwell sufficiently on the sufferings of Christ! I want to establish this truth that I trust we will all value, and may the Lord help me to bring it out. He thirsted, dear brethren, in order that we might come into the gain of a supply wherein we would never thirst. That is John’s line, collateral with the great truth in John of the pursuit of a line to secure His brethren, whom He did find in chapter 20. And there is also the great thought of the woman throughout the gospel, eventuating in John 20. One of the great collateral truths that we have is the divine way whereby we might come into possession of the Spirit. 

To me there is not anything greater in John’s gospel than these matters, outstandingly the way divine love has taken that we might come into the possession of the Spirit. I want to establish that fact. It is not only to meet the need. There is that. There is a need on the creature’s part. 

But let me say, beloved brethren, that it was in the divine purpose, in the purpose of God, that His people in this dispensation might come into the gain and possession of the Spirit of God. 

It is a matter of divine love in its provision that the saints of today should be in possession of an indwelling Spirit. It is a matter of divine purpose. Our need is met? Certainly it is! But it was in the divine scheme that the saints should be blessed with the Spirit. Do you value that? 

How did it come to us? By this chapter! It comes to us by way of a suffering Christ. 

I am going to count on your knowledge of the types. I am going to refer to Exodus 17. I said 

there was no darkness in John. Everything in Exodus 17 in connection with bringing the water out of the smitten rock, everything is done in the sight of the elders of Israel. That is like this chapter in John. There is no darkness. Everything is done in the open in the sight of the elders of Israel. The Spirit of God is here, the Spirit of God is possessed by you and me—

if we have Him. Make sure that you have Him. Make sure! I will come to that point. But He is here; He is possessing the believer on the basis that Christ has suffered. That is Exodus 17. 

Moses was told to take the staff with which he smote the river and go to the rock. God says, 

“I will stand ... upon the rock ... and thou shalt strike the rock”. The water came out when the rock was smitten. The Spirit of God is obtained on the ground of the sufferings of Jesus. He would not be in you, He would not be here, apart from that, without the sufferings of Christ. 

Keep in your mind that in John’s gospel (and it runs through the whole gospel) is the great matter of the saints having the Spirit. A wonderful thing! A marvellous thing! Only the divine mind could have conceived it. I am certain that we do not value it enough. I am certain that we do not understand it enough. 

So I begin with this thought that He is here through the sufferings of Jesus. Never forget those two words from the cross, “I thirst”. He is not appealing for something to drink. He is not. He is giving expression to the anguish of His soul. That is the word used by Joseph’s brethren when they come down to buy food the first time, and, unknown to them, they are standing before Joseph, their own brother. They are talking amongst themselves and that is what they say, ‘This has come upon us because we saw the anguish of his soul, and we did not listen’. O, dear brethren, let me appeal to you; let these two words sink into your 

heart, that before you or I could have the Spirit that blessed One had that anguish of soul. 

Who could tell what was going on inwardly in Him? You think of thirst. I suppose no one here has had the agony of thirst. You read about people being lost at sea and needing water to drink. I am told that the agony of thirst is awful. You think of the anguish of the soul of Jesus! Oh think of God standing on that rock and Moses smiting it. It does not say it was a big rock. I do not suppose it was. The blessed One suffering on the cross was in His own Person God. Why should He say, “I will stand ... upon the rock”? Because it was a divine Person submitting Himself, exposing Himself, to the stroke of judgment, that staff that smote the river. Think of that! That which was used to release the people now smiting the rock. 

Mark that down, mark that down in your mind, in your heart, that for us to get the Spirit He must suffer. That rock there means a compressed rock. I am going to refer to another rock and it does not mean that. This rock means a compressed rock. You think of the compression at the cross. No darkness, and there is the Saviour, the Son of God. Think of the awfulness of what He is going through, and He is giving expression to it—“I thirst”. Let us take it in as far as we can that the Spirit has come to us by way of the sufferings of Jesus. Do not forget that. 

Value His presence. Give thanks to God for Him. Give thanks to God for the way that Jesus has suffered that you and I might have Him. Do that tonight. Do that tonight before you go to sleep. Give thanks to God for the sufferings of Jesus. Make your Christianity real. Value it and treasure the Saviour that He had to thirst that you might not have to thirst and might not thirst eternally. 

Another type I will refer to, another rock 

(Numbers 20: 8). First the people are complaining—they are always complaining—but God has greater thoughts in mind than just meeting their need, murmurings and complainings. He works according to His own purpose, His own thoughts, and He has the blessing of His people in mind. So they turn to the rock and this time Moses is told to take his staff and speak to the rock. That is the staff that was laid up before God and overnight it shot into life, budded, bloomed blossoms, ripened almonds and yielded fruit. That was the staff that he was told to take, Aaron’s staff, and go to the rock and speak to it, and it would give its water. 

What a suggestion! Now this rock is not a compressed rock, this is a high rock. Is it not wonderful? Oh the accuracy of Scripture!—specially relating to the purpose of God and the divine plan, and how things are to be unfolded. The type helps us in these things, you know. 

This is a lofty rock, elevated, pointing not only to Jesus having suffered, but Jesus being glorified. 

That is what John 7 says. I am going back through John’s gospel and come to John 7, where He speaks about one who believes on Him, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. 

Thus He spoke of the Spirit, but the Spirit was not yet because Jesus was not yet glorified. He has come from a glorified Christ. Not only a risen Christ but a glorified Christ. He has come from there. You know, the truth is, dear brethren, that the Father gave Him the Spirit. The Father loved Him so much that He gave Him the Spirit (Acts 2: 23). What did He do with it? 

He poured Him out. He has come through the hands of Christ. He has come; He is here. He has come here administratively through the hands of Jesus. 

‘Speak to the rock’; that is the point. I am not going to bring up what Moses did do. What 

he was told to do was to speak to the rock and it would give its waters. What a system of things, beloved brethren, exists. He is at the right hand of God. What a system of supply! 

That was a good point today—that in Him there is every supply. You think of Him exalted in His place above. ‘Speak to the rock’. He has this staff. He is not to use it, but he is to have it. 

Oh you think of the suggestions lying in that. Life out of death! You think of all this in Jesus. 

All that is required now is to speak to the rock. How available He is! What fulness of water was going to come just by Moses speaking to it. Oh, we want to have more contact with a glorified Christ! What fulness of blessing can come to us. He is in the place of glory and the Spirit has come from that elevation. What for? That He might rise up to His own level. Water always does that; we were taught that at school. Water always rises to its own level. The Spirit of God will not be satisfied until all our affections are firmly attached to Christ. 

I go back further, all this comes about by the way that God has planned that we might have the Spirit. I go back to John 4. It is preceded by chapter 3, the great truth of the brazen serpent. That is essential. Now I come to something different altogether. I have spoken of the sufferings of Christ; I have spoken of His present place in glory, and now we come to something else, chapter 4, where He is proposing to give the woman living water that will spring up into life eternal. Ah! There is something before that, that is, that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness so must the Son of man be lifted up. The well in Numbers 21 is preceded by the brazen serpent. We come to something now that involves ourselves and our state. What did this mean for Jesus? This meant that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up. Before there 

could be the giving of living water in John 4 there must be the meeting of the state, going right back to the root, right back to the wicked root. The serpent involved that, the originator of what found its place eventually in mankind, in us. The blessed Son of God has met all that. 

Him who knew not sin God has made sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5: 21). 

In chapter 8 of Romans He has judged sin in His own Son. How touching that is! Let all this affect us, dear brethren; all this comes into the reason for Jesus thirsting. Think of the meaning of our state, that wretched state. There is all you have done, you young people. Get these things clear in your soul, that what you had done, that guilt, had to be met in the sufferings of Christ on the ground of the sin-offering. God comes out and gives you forgiveness for your sins. But this is not that. The truth of the brazen serpent is not that. What is involved in this is not forgiven. The state, man’s state, the wicked root, is not forgiven, and never was forgiven! It is condemned! It is condemned and removed. Where has He condemned it? He has condemned it in His beloved Son, His own Son. What a cost! There could be no indwelling Spirit, no well of water, without this. This is divine teaching. Open your heart to it! There is the essential meeting of the state and that is met and condemned in Christ. In Romans 8 it is alluded to in view of the pursuit of righteousness. That is one great line of truth. That is the object in Romans in God condemning the flesh in His own Son. It is in view of the pursuit of righteousness. 

John’s line is not that. It comes up in John 3 in view, you see, of life and entering into life. 

That is the object in John—to enter into life. And Christ had to go this way. The thing had to be condemned, and finally judicially ended and removed. That has been done in Christ. And that is in view of life. You must have that before you have chapter 4. He proposes to the woman that she might have a well of water springing up into eternal life. 

What a suggestion! What blessing lies in the possession of the Spirit! He has come through the sufferings of Christ, through Him saying, “I thirst”. This is the way of divine love. This is the way He has gone in His love that we might possess the Spirit. Do you believe that? Do you accept what I have said? All this was necessary before the Spirit of God could be here or could be in us. So never forget that He said, “I thirst”. 

I dwell for a few moments now on, “Give me to drink”. That is different entirely. This is now an appeal. And I want to try to make an appeal on His behalf. He did to this woman; He said to her, “Give me to drink”. He did not say, “I thirst”. No. It is never said that He drank. It is never said He drank of the water. But He is saying to her, “Give me to drink”. That is what He is saying today. He is the lonely Jesus. Might I say He has become more lonely, within our own memory—1970 and 1972—He has become more lonely. Fewer are answering to His request. Fewer are answering to His desire. What about you? Are you? He is saying to us, 

“Give me to drink”. There is no gospel that brings out His loneliness like John. Off go the twelve into the city to buy provisions, and leave Jesus alone. Off they went in the pursuit of their own matters, their own business. What would they all do there in that city? You might have thought that John would have said, ‘I will stay with You and keep You company’. Not even John. 

Oh the loneliness of Jesus! ‘Love in Thy lonely life of sorrow here below’. Do you ever think about that; that Jesus wants you; He wants 

your company? You think of them all going off to buy provisions. They left Him alone. Then He says to this woman who appears, “Give me to drink”. Why did He say that? It does not say He was thirsty. No, just, “Give me to drink”. It is His way of approach. But what is involved in it? What does it imply? He would like you in His company. He would like her ministrations. He would like yours. He would like your company. He is lonely. He would like mine. He would like our ministrations. Have you any time to give Him in regard to giving Him something to drink? How much would you surrender? What are you prepared to do? 

What exercise are you prepared to show in view of giving Him to drink? Are you so busy with your own things, your own matters, your own pleasure, your own pursuits, that you cannot find time to answer to His request? What a request—“Give me to drink”. Oh let it enter into your heart! 

Remember, David longed for a drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem. Not any well. Oh no! divine love has got its own selections. Think of Him selecting you. Think of Him selecting me, of selecting this woman, and saying to such a woman, “Give me to drink”. Oh the grace of the Saviour! Think of how He would condescend and say to the woman, “Give me to drink”. He is saying that today. Would not we in some measure all like to answer to His heart, to fill out His desires? May this make us surrender a little of our own things. “All seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 2: 21. Make an effort! 

Think of those three mighties of David (2 Samuel 23). The circumstances were very affecting because the Spirit of God stops to say that the well was surrounded by the Philistines, who were ever so much against them. The circumstances were all adverse. But they managed it. 

They broke through. 

Let us break through. What a wall of partition is up here. The woman immediately raises it. 

You would have thought that the animosity was all from the Jewish side, the orthodox side, but it was not in Jesus. She says that the Jews have no intercourse with the Samaritans. She is surprised at the grace of the divine approach. 

O, beloved brethren, may I be found more answering to the desires of Jesus! May I find more time, may you find more time, to answer to His blessed heart. He is lonely. There are few maybe who are prepared to be marked by fidelity, to surrender their time. He would say to us this evening, “Give me to drink”. May we not be found doing things that in any way spoil our liberty in view of giving Him His desires. May we find it in our hearts; may we love Him so much that we are prepared to make a sacrifice to wend our way to the well that we may give Him to drink. Of course, the woman needs a lot of help. He is prepared to wait on her and grant her help. May we be found, dear brethren, ready to respond to the request of Jesus, 

“Give me to drink”. How touching it is! I say to you, He would not say that to everybody. 

One of the psalms says, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee”, Psalm 50: 12. He makes a selection, and to think that you might be in a position within His direct gaze and near to Him so that He might say to you, “Give me to drink”. He makes a selection. David made his selection of that well. It was not any well; He is making His selection. He is making His appeal. He is saying to me and to you, “Give me to drink”. May we be more ready to do so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cullen
13 November 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 19:28-30 (JND) [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now finished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst. [29] There was a vessel therefore there full of vinegar, and having filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting hyssop round it, they put it up to his mouth. [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

John 4:5-8 (JND) [5] He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph. [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions).

Psalms 69 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. [A Psalm] of David.} Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto [my] soul. [2] I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I am come into the depths of waters, and the flood overfloweth me. [3] I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 69 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. [A Psalm] of David.} Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto [my] soul. [2] I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I am come into the depths of waters, and the flood overfloweth me. [3] I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. …

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Psalms 69:21 (JND) [21] Yea, they gave me gall for my food, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Numbers 20:8 (JND) [8] Take the staff, and gather the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, and it shall give its water; and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock, and shalt give the assembly and their beasts drink.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Philippians 2:21 (JND) [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

Psalms 50:12 (JND) [12] If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.



GROWTH

D. Jayasekar 

1 Peter 2: 2, 3 

I wish to speak about growth. Peter addresses us as newborn babes and in our spiritual life, however old we may be, we can go back over our spiritual histories and get help as newborn babes. My impression is as to “the pure mental milk of the word”. For the past few days we have been thinking of grace and of how the Lord Jesus as a Child “grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and God’s grace was upon him”, Luke 2: 40. He desires that we too should grow. The mind is a very dangerous thing if it is out of control. On Lord’s day we thought of Romans 12 and the truth of our being one body in Christ. What a great thought that is, and God has given us a part in that, leading on to the great mystery which He has purposed as to Christ and the assembly and our being members of the body. 

We, as brethren, are separated from the world. A believer who gets into the world is polluted, so in Colossians 3: 1 Paul says, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is”. What a matter that is to think over! Then we are to have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2: 16)—a very important thing. Again in Romans 12 Paul says, “Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. So we are to have the mind of Christ and have part in the body, along with all the saints. 

I come to the point as to growth, and would refer to Moses. His history is given from its very beginning. His mother put him in an ark at the river’s edge. Then he was brought up in the wisdom of Egypt, but when he grew up he saw, after some forty years, an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew. It says, “He went out to his brethren”. He said in effect, ‘They are my people’. He did not want to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. That is spiritual growth. He was not willing to grow up and perhaps have the throne of Pharaoh, and God chose him to lead the thousands of His people, seeing that he must grow in order to be a leader to bring them out of their bondage. God is delighted in every one who becomes serviceable, maybe a teacher or an evangelist. God honours it and is pleased with it. 

Also we see in Samuel how he grew, his mother making him a little coat and bringing it for him from year to year. “As newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word”—so we must have the desire to grow, and the Lord is pleased to help us in our growth. 

David says in Psalm 23, “Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”, so we have many helps to enable us to grow. There are difficulties, but the Lord is helping us in our meetings and by the books of ministry, and the dear brethren who visit us, and it helps us to grow more and more. 

I would like to say one word as to Malachi. “Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name” (Malachi 3: 16). 

Well, whenever we come together and speak and pray, our God is hearing and He is regarding how we grow every day and month and year. What a wonderful thing it is, and God likes it and honours it. He says, “My son, give me thy heart”, 

Proverbs 23: 26. Why our heart? Mr. Taylor said God is seeking our hearts so that they may contain the word we hear, to store it up, and use it. Samuel grew and Jehovah was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. In the parable of the sower in Mark 4 it speaks of thirty, and sixty, and a hundred-fold increase, so the believer’s interest is to grow. May the Lord help us so that we may help ourselves. We must have the pure mental milk of the word. 

We all know the value of the milk—it is the word of God. We are in Christ, and in the assembly, and the Lord is delighted to see us and delights in our growth. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Madras
25 December 1984 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:2-3 (JND) [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good.

Luke 2:40 (JND) [40] And the child grew and waxed strong [in spirit], filled with wisdom, and God's grace was upon him.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Colossians 3:1 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God:

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Malachi 3:16 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.

Proverbs 23:26 (JND) [26] My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

Mark 4 (JND) [1] And again he began to teach by the sea. And a great crowd was gathered together to him, so that going on board ship he sat in the sea, and all the crowd were close to the sea on the land. [2] And he taught them many things in parables. And he said to them in his doctrine, [3] Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to sow. …



LIGHT

D. Devanesen 

Psalm 36: 8, 9 

The Lord knows one’s weakness, yet in such an hour how the Spirit of God may spring up in our hearts. We are specially dependent upon Him in such a meeting. We need to depend entirely upon Him, He who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts—a wonderful gift from above. We need to be occupied with the mind of the Spirit to get the gain of light in the house of God. The Lord has delighted to establish light in the house of God and we are to allow the divine shining upon us and on our matters, whether personal or assemblywise, in view of a great answer to the will of God in the present time. We need to read the word of God, the Scriptures, in the light of the Holy Spirit. He is the great Dispenser, revealing the hidden 

treasures in the Scriptures. May we be fully devoted to the Lord’s interests in our personal matters, as well as in assembly matters. The Lord has set us in a position where, as we abide there, the enemy has no power to harm us. We have a greater power than he who is in the world. So we can overcome in the power of the Spirit and do the will of God. 

We read together earlier in Romans 12 as to overcoming evil with good. What a wonderful thing it is to be overcomers! We are set up in a place where the Lord provides wonderful light, so that we can follow Him. We are to walk as children of light (Ephesians 5: 8). At the beginning Jehovah created light because light is essential to see things in a distinct way. God is in the light and in Him there is no darkness at all. We are called out from this world to shine forth in the glory of Christ, called out from this wicked world for His praise and worship. So what a wonderful position the Lord has set up in this scene where each and every one of His own may shine forth to others so that they may recognise us as Christians, having life and light so that others may be attracted to Him. The Lord said, “I am the light of the world”, and we are to represent this light; so we receive light from Him and pass on the light to others in need. Our practical exercises as to our movements and associations of life, and our behaviour, should thus be light and life to direct persons. 

I would specially want to say a word for the young people. They are to shine, representing the fine gold (Lamentations 4: 2). It is very important for them to know the Lord and His love and to cultivate their minds in a spiritual way, so that the Lord may dwell in them and form fruit for His glory. We have an example in Samuel—Jehovah spoke to 

him and he was a chosen vessel to become a great prophet. Then we have Timothy who, though young, committed himself fully to the Lord and His testimony so that Paul was able to bring him into the fuller knowledge of Christ so that he could shine forth as, in that sense, given by the Lord to Paul. So, beloved brethren, we are “sons of day” (1 Thessalonians 5: 5) and we need to live according to the will of God as long as we are here in this scene. 

We have received life from Christ, which is very important, and we need, as we have been reminded, food for our growth. The Lord is able to provide the suitable food needed for each and every one. If we are liking the things of the Lord He will freely provide for us and thus we shall be able to shine forth His glory wherever we go. Christ is light and life for men. 

When He was here the light appeared in darkness and the darkness apprehended it not. Men love darkness rather than light. Light exposes, so that men will not come to the light. The present world is refusing the light. Even though we preach the gospel and distribute tracts, men are not interested. It is a great reproach to us to see the condition of the people who are in darkness and not able to see the light. 

So, beloved brethren, in this dark city Christ’s name is proclaimed through His grace so that people may obey and repent in answer to that wonderful word. We must do our duty and fulfil our responsibility. If we are Christians, Christ Himself dwells in our hearts. Let us be marked as true Christians. Luke speaks of the seed bearing fruit a hundredfold. Matthew and Mark speak of thirty, sixty and a hundredfold, one in the ascending order, the other in descending order, but Luke is the gospel of grace and speaks only of a hundredfold yield. 

How we need to grow in the knowledge of God by the help of the Spirit. The Lord said to the woman in John 4, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. What a wonderful provision for His own! Are we willing to receive it? We need to be filled with it. What a wonderful free gift He provides! We need to give more room to the Spirit, unseen, but well known. We need His control, protection, and guidance. 

So may we be marked out as good Christians, having love and joy and peace toward each other, for the glory of God. Let us be exercised to grow by the love and support of the Holy Spirit and be fully committed to the Lord and His interests. Especially for the young ones, this is the time to yield fruit to the glory of God. Time is precious, the days are evil, let us be watchful and prayerful to overcome the power of the enemy. May the Lord bless us and grant wisdom, power, and energy to maintain the testimony in a living way, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Madras
25 December 1984




Scripture references

Psalms 36:8-9 (JND) [8] They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. [9] For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Ephesians 5:8 (JND) [8] for ye were once darkness, but now light in [the] Lord; walk as children of light,

Lamentations 4:2 (JND) [2] The sons of Zion, so precious, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!

1 Thessalonians 5:5 (JND) [5] for all *ye* are sons of light and sons of day; we are not of night nor of darkness.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



EXTRACT





Meetings are of all-importance in their place, but if we live on meetings we shall never be men of God. The meetings augment our growth and aid us to come into the light of the temple in relation to the saints, but you can never make up for intercourse with God, private reading, private meditation, private prayers. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 18, p.194). 
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