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THE TESTIMONY

W. Dickson 

Romans 6: 4; Ephesians 4: 20–24; Philippians 2: 14–16; Colossians 3: 9–11 

I desire, beloved brethren, young and old, to speak about the testimony. It is not an expression that is too current amongst us in our conversations. The expressions ‘the assembly’ and ‘the fellowship’ are happily used in our conversations together, but we do not hear so much about the testimony, and yet there is nothing more important as far as believers are concerned than their part in the testimony. I would say to the younger brethren that the greatest privilege you can have in life is to have part in the testimony. Nothing could be greater, and we have to get the scriptural force of it rightly in our minds. I want to be simple and free—I trust the brethren will not mistake me. We hear brethren say in meetings that if the brethren are a testimony to anything, they are a testimony to the ruin. That statement, made by a beloved man of God, has to be soberly considered and, of course, is right; but it has to be understood. The testimony still remains here. The testimony is that the Man up there is expressed down here.  That is the testimony, and nothing could be greater. There could be no greater privilege for any of us, young or old, than to have part in the testimony, that the Man up there is being expressed down here. 

I read from Romans 6 to give a simple introduction to it for the sake of our younger brethren. 

It says that “We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as 

Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life”. That, beloved brethren, is one aspect of the testimony to walk here “in newness of life”. Once all of us had part in the sin system which Romans 6 speaks of. 

Doctrinally, Romans 6 is the sin system, and we all had our active part in the sin system, but we have come under the touch of grace and power in the glad tidings and have been baptised, as it says—“baptised unto Christ Jesus”. It is a fine touch that, “baptised unto Christ Jesus”. 

The force of that, the subjective force of the expression “Christ Jesus”, has to be grasped. Not that I want to give the impression of being learned, but there is a difference between “in Christ” and “in Christ Jesus”. “In Christ” involves status, but “in Christ Jesus” is a subjective thought and involves your affectionate link with the Man on high. Wonderful thought that, 

“in Christ Jesus”! “Be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Timothy 2: 1. 

Subjectively, in your affections, you have a link with the glorious Man up there, and that is what holds you. 

Beloved young brethren, what holds you? If the test was to come as to your allegiance to the testimony, what would hold you? Is it your family? Is it your companionships? Does your allegiance to the testimony rest on your link with Christ Jesus? I see no greater privilege than to be here in the representation of the blessed Man who died for you and set you up here in liberty and power in the strength of the glad tidings. So it says here, “We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life”. 

How practical it is that a believer, once having had part in the sin system—his life, his language, his demeanour reflecting the sin system 

of which Satan is the head—but now coming under the wonderful operations of grace, can 

“walk in newness of life”. There is something very sweet, very choice, to see a young person—we speak of a young person in the light of Romans, trusting that the older ones have made a little progress—walk “in newness of life”, in the radiancy, the joy, the blessedness of a link with the Man Christ Jesus. 

There is a lot of sorrow in this world—and I am not just talking about sorrow amongst the saints which some of us know, but the deep sorrow in this world at the present time is something that a believer ought to feel. Think of walking “in newness of life”, the fragrance, the vitality, the joy of our link with another Man. I commend that to you, young brethren. 

You are in this world and you have to be jealous of the precious treasure which is yours. Can I say to the young brethren, Do not experiment with the world— do not! You may think you are strong enough for it. I think I can recall as a young man thinking I was strong enough for it, but you cannot afford to experiment with the sin system of which Satan is the head. If you 

“walk in newness of life” with your affections linked with Christ Jesus, you radiate joy. 

Young people, a testimony is in the happiness of your demeanour. I know a brother who recommended a young sister to a job in an office. A few months later the personnel officer came along to this brother and said, ‘If you have any more like that, send them along to me’. 

That is fine, is it not?—“newness of life”. Not just that you go to the brethren’s meetings, but you love the Lord and have a link with the Man on high: that is the testimony. You might not be able to give a résumé of the truth of the assembly, but “newness of life”; what a testimony! 

Nothing equals the quality of the testimony that comes from a link with the living Christ. 

So in Colossians, the next scripture in mind, it speaks at the beginning of chapter 3 about being “raised with the Christ”, and “Christ ... sitting at the right hand of God” and then it proceeds into this matter of the new man. For the sake of the younger brethren I shall say something that the old brethren know. In this passage, and particularly in verse 11, “Christ everything and in all” is not Christ personally, it is Christ testimonially in the new man. That is the force of it. It says here, “Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds ...” Bear with me, beloved brethren, if I speak for a moment about this matter of truthfulness. It says “to one another”. You might say, Surely there would not be any lack of truthfulness in the circle of the saints. Beloved brethren, in matters of conversation, particularly involving the character of persons, we have to be very careful. If there is no bastion of truth in the assembly, there is none anywhere. If the standards of rectitude are not maintained in the assembly, they are not maintained anywhere, and a feature of the new man is the utmost integrity in regard to truthfulness. One contributing factor to the vitality of the fellowship in which, through grace, we walk is truthfulness in passing on reports, passing on information. 

Pardon the word of exhortation because the current state of the testimony is that if there is to be free way for the “power of the Christ” (2 Corinthians 12: 9), the moral surroundings of the saints must be intact. So it says here, “Having put off the old man with his deeds, and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him”. In other words, there is a divine representation down here of God, of Christ. How precious that is that there is a divine representation in this world, in testimony, by the people of God. You come back 

to what Mr. Raven said when somebody raised the question with him about a notice-board for the gospel—(I am not saying anything about the notice-board)—that basically the saints are the notice-board. That is the truth. The representation of God and Christ here in the new man means that the saints walk as it says here, “not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman”. Everything that makes gradations and distinctions amongst men has gone. In the new man “Christ is everything, and in all”. 

What a testimony in this scene, living in the light of the Man up there. I would commend that to the brethren, that our corporate relations bear on the representation of Christ here upon earth at the present time. 

Ephesians 4 says, “But ye have not thus learnt the Christ, if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as the truth is in Jesus”. It is an allusion, beloved brethren, to what we called attention to in the reading as to the upper chamber (1 Kings 17: 19). “As the truth is in Jesus” is an allusion to the upper chamber. Elijah was, typically, acquainted with the truth as it is in Jesus in his upper chamber and he brought the power of it to bear upon that child. Beloved, we feel the need for instructing the brethren in heavenly truth. There is a great need for instructing the brethren in the heavenly side of things, not in an academic way, but supported by the power of the Christ, the setting forth of heavenly things and heavenly truth before the brethren. 

Then, “being renewed in the spirit of your mind; and your having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. Wherefore, having put off falsehood, speak truth every one with his neighbour ...”. There again you come to it; one feature that stands related to the testimony is that in an evil world where men tell falsehoods without a tremor of conscience, the people of God are truthful. The fabric of society today is corrupt by falsehood, but the new man, Christ in testimony here, and the blessed level of truth as it is in Jesus, the heavenly truth, comes out in the saints. I commend it to you, beloved brethren. 

There are many dear souls in Christendom, and we rightly give them the books, but if “the power of the Christ” in expression in testimony was there, the value of these books would be enhanced by the degree in which the beloved saints of God were the expression of the new man. That is what will attract people, attract believers in the condition of things surrounding us. In Philippians there is a beautiful touch of the testimony. It says, “Do all things without murmurings and reasonings, that ye may be harmless and simple ...”. Oh the simplicity of the testimony! “harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation”. “Without murmurings and reasonings”; how good to be simple with one another! Think of Abram and Lot. Abram says, ‘You go your way, I will go the other way’ (Genesis 13: 9). Mephibosheth said as to Ziba, “Let him even take all”, 2 Samuel 19: 30. How important it is in the testimony to have a right sense of values, to be able to say, ‘Well, I can leave that with the Lord’; not in any self-confident way, but happily subject. It says, “harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in the world”. 

As I read this scripture I am reminded of when I was not much older than some of you young men here, and we were reading it in our local meeting and a visiting brother said that “appear as lights in the world” was like a little heavenly city on a Monday morning, a believer descending on his place of employment like a little heavenly city. Another visiting brother came along the next week. He said the believer is like a glow-worm. I never saw the connection between the heavenly city and the glow-worm, never to this day! but the idea is there, that you shine— 

‘Jesus bids us shine 

With a clear pure light; 

Like a little candle, 

Burning in the night’. 

O, you young people, shine for Jesus! That is what to do. Shine for Jesus! How God loves to see a young believer shining for Jesus. The gospel should affect you that way. A little glow-worm, maybe, but nevertheless shining for Jesus “holding forth the word of life, so as to be a boast for me in Christ’s day, that I have not run in vain nor laboured in vain”. What a testimony! “Holding forth the word of life”! One generation goes and another comes. It is like the Olympics—they pass the torch on to the next runner. The testimony, the race of the testimony, is going on. For some of us it is inevitable, if the Lord does not come soon, what is ahead of us. We have to face it. We faced it in our city this week. Can we pass the torch of the “word of life” on to the coming generation to carry it through? O, beloved brethren, cherish the testimony! One of the early periodicals that was published after the revival in the early 1800’s was ‘The Present Testimony’. May we all have part in it, through grace, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
30 July 1988 

 


Scripture references

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Ephesians 4:20-24 (JND) [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ, [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus; [22] [namely] your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Philippians 2:14-16 (JND) [14] Do all things without murmurings and reasonings, [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world, [16] holding forth [the] word of life, so as to be a boast for me in Christ's day, that I have not run in vain nor laboured in vain.

Colossians 3:9-11 (JND) [9] Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds, [10] and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him; [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

2 Timothy 2:1 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

1 Kings 17:19 (JND) [19] And he said to her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

Genesis 13:9 (JND) [9] Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if to the left, then I will take the right; and if to the right, then I will take the left.

2 Samuel 19:30 (JND) [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.



“MY GODLY ONES”

B. M. Deck 

Psalm 50: 5 

It is just this allusion to “my godly ones” that I desire to speak of. It must mean that the Lord is able to designate certain persons as “my godly ones”. He acknowledges them, persons who are peculiarly set apart, sanctified. They are like God, godly, and that amidst the dreadful features of apostasy, the clouds of which, alas, are gathering so quickly. Amidst it, what it must mean to the heart of Christ to have such that He can designate as “my godly ones”—

“Gather unto me my godly ones”. We might say that we have sought by His grace to do that this evening. In fact in all our gatherings we gather unto His name; we love to honour it. 

What it must mean to the Lord Jesus to have those who have been with God about things, that is how we become godly. If we walk with God we become godly. We are very much characterized by the company we keep. Enoch walked with God, he was godly; Noah did too, others did, and we can. If we walk in the Spirit we are walking with God. John the baptist took account of Jesus as He walked and said, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1: 36); He became attractive to him and to those two disciples, and they followed Him. He says, “What seek ye?”, and then He says, “Come and see”. We could say with deep feeling that He wants our company, and we could add that we can have as much of His company as we wish. The secret of Christianity is our link with the Lord. It is the kernel of everything; abiding in Him, abiding in the vine. 

This Psalm, where there has been such outshining—“Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty. 

God 

has shined forth” (Psalm 50: 2), would suggest, putting it into Christian language, that we are in the presence of the unfoldings of the most wonderful things that could ever be entrusted to men. Yet, publicly, the truth is being given up. We are only too sadly made aware almost every day as we find our way through this dark world that the truth is being given up, but not by the godly ones. Now that is not making any rash claim. It would never do to do that. What will shine out in response to what the precious recovery of the truth has involved is in persons who are morally affected and formed by it. When all else is gone, the stability of our link with God remains; the storm cannot overthrow the work of God. The foundation is upon a rock, and each one of us needs to have that firm foundation confirmed on our side. On God’s side, it stands; the seal is there; God will never go back on that. Wonderful! it is established on the immutable work of Christ. What it must mean to Him to see someone answering to it—“my godly ones”. “My godly ones”; the Lord would love to designate such. He would say, ‘They belong to Me, they are Mine’. It is not exactly “my assembly” here, but they would be persons who are walking in the light of it. He says, ‘They are Mine’. You get the same idea in Malachi; they are like jewels to Him (see Malachi 3: 17). O, beloved, how we love to be together like that!—furnishing a ‘midst’ for Him. In every meeting let us look for His glory, He will never fail to minister to us and to give us a sense that we just belong to Him. We do not belong to another; we do not belong to the world; we belong to Jesus—“my godly ones”. 

A parallel passage would, I suppose, be in the Revelation where it says, “and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still” (Revelation 22: 11). Amidst conditions becoming fixed in unrighteousness and unholiness, it is, “he that is holy, let him be sanctified still”. Then He says, “Behold, I come quickly”. 

I did not want to enlarge on this, but I just had the impression to read the verse. There is much that could be said as to the outshining of Zion. We have come to mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem. Oh think of the great truth of the assembly that we have come to in Christianity! How much there is to search out and explore. Perhaps we have hardly started, it is so vast an ocean. The Spirit searches the depths of God. I think He would love to open up something to us, dear brethren, to “my godly ones”; open up the mystery to us, giving us a sense that we belong to Him, belong to the assembly, belong to heaven. 

Then it says, “those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” Really, when we sacrifice it is for what we value. We could say the greater the sacrifice the more we value the object of the sacrifice. How personal and practical this makes it, “those who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”. Our committals would involve that. I think the Lord would encourage us to see that the present time requires that quality and calibre of committal by sacrifice. What prompts it would be love for the Person of Jesus. He says, If you love Me you will keep My word. It is the fruit and proof of love. Many make profession. ‘Oh, yes’, they say, ‘we love the Lord’. Well, we would not dispute that, but the proof is in my way of life. 

Do I keep His word and keep His commandments? I think such would be in the joyful atmosphere amongst “my godly ones”. The Lord will never fail to assure us of His presence, assure us of His company, and, above all, dear brethren,. He would assure us of His love. 

Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Maidstone
29 March 1988

 


Scripture references

Psalms 50:5 (JND) [5] Gather unto me my godly ones, those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice!

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Psalms 50:2 (JND) [2] Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined forth.

Malachi 3:17 (JND) [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Revelation 22:11 (JND) [11] Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still; and let the filthy make himself filthy still; and let him that is righteous practise righteousness still; and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still.



THE SPIRIT’S SEARCHING

D. J. Willetts 

Genesis 44: 1–14; Luke 15: 8–10; 1 Corinthians 2: 9: 10 

I wish to say a few words, beloved brethren, as to the searching of the Spirit. What led me to it is verse 12 of Genesis 44 where it says, “he searched carefully”. I think we are justified in taking the man over Joseph’s house as a type of the Spirit; it says Joseph “commanded him who was over his house”. John tells us that the Spirit is sent and what He hears He speaks (John 16: 7, 13). I think you can see that this man can be taken as a type of the Holy Spirit. 

He is the one who filled the men’s sacks with food according to Joseph’s commandment. Joseph, of course, being a type of Christ in glory and honour. It is a wonderful thing that the Spirit was not sent here until Christ was in glory. He testifies, therefore, to that sphere of things. This is a wonderful section of Scripture as to Joseph’s dealings with his brethren, and the exercises they had to go through. Certain things had entered into the testimony with the rejection of Joseph, and every one of those things had to be met before Joseph could be fully at liberty to present his brethren as men who were capable of entering into the administration of the land. Pharaoh said, “if you know men of worth amongst them, set them over what I have” (Genesis 47: 6). Wonderful things were in view. 

You will notice from these three scriptures that the searching of the Spirit has a positive end in view. None of us likes to be searched. We do not like our history exposed, even to ourselves and much less to the brethren, but it is what provides the moral foundation for liberty with Joseph. He says in an earlier chapter, “Ye shall not see my face, unless your brother be with you” (Genesis 43: 5), that was Benjamin. It is a wonderful and attractive section of Scripture, but the end in mind is seeing Joseph’s face. I wonder, beloved brethren, whether we want to behold the face of Christ. There is a moral way to it, and linked up with it is the question of the food supply. You will notice in chapter 43 that Judah says to his father, “Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live, and not die”, and then he adds, “both we and thou and our little ones” (Genesis 43: 8). 

You will see the link with John’s ministry—“we and thou and our little ones”. Similarly Moses, as going out of Egypt, insisted on taking the old and the young, the little ones and the cattle; the whole of the divine purpose was in view and nothing was to be left behind. Judah catches the spirit of that in relation to life. The question of seeing Joseph’s face is in view; therefore the question of the search comes up. You see, they come, all ten of them, down to Joseph. They come with their sacks. I do not suppose they were all the same size. I suppose you could look round this company and see a variation in the size of the sack, the capacity to receive divine things. What sort of growth has there been? but also, what is in your sack? 

They came down with their sacks empty; they come to Joseph, and you can guarantee that if they come to Joseph they will go away with as much as they can carry. 

Joseph commands the man over his house to fill their sacks. Think of the Holy Spirit being under the command at the present time to fill the saints’ sacks. Would you like your sack full? Or would you like it empty? It is a question of our capacity. There is a verse in Leviticus 27 that affects me in relation to the vow, it says, “And 

if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, thy valuation of the male shall be twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels. And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, thy valuation of the male shall be five shekels of silver; and for the female thy valuation shall be three shekels of silver. And if it be from sixty years old and above, if it be a male, thy valuation shall be fifteen shekels; and for the female ten shekels”. Then it says, 

“And if he be poorer than thy valuation, he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall value him—according to his means that vowed shall the priest value him” 

(Leviticus 27: 5–8). It is a question of spiritual value, of our devotion, and it says, “if he be poorer than thy valuation”. What exercise in that way to come before our Joseph with our sacks. He looks at us and He values us in priestly discernment. Is our valuation according to what is in the divine mind for us? Or are we poorer than that valuation? The Lord does not expect from the young what He expects from some of us who are older. It is a big challenge, what size of sack I have. How much have I received of all the wealth of food that He can supply? 

They come down with their sacks in the first place, and they went back with food for their little ones and food for their asses on the way. They also find their money is in the mouth of their sacks. Have you not found, beloved young sister, young brother, older brother, older sister, that your money was in the mouth of your sack? Every penny that you spent for what is spiritual, and for Christ, you got back. Is He any man’s debtor? Beloved brethren, did you ever give up any time for the Lord that He did not give it to you back by way of wealth in your soul? Have you ever stood in the testimony, witnessing here for Christ, and it cost you something? Did you get a recompense in 

your soul? Ah, it is a wonderful thing to open your sack and find your money is at the top; every bit you expended for Christ you got back. At the end of Genesis 43 Joseph eats by himself, the Egyptians by themselves, and his brethren by themselves. There were three settings; they had not yet arrived at what Joseph had in mind for them; there was a certain distance. Maybe we have not yet arrived at the full thought of what God has for us, that there is still a little way to go. Judah had not shone yet; he is about to come forward, but what was in Judah had not yet come to light. The man who takes responsibility had not yet come to light. There were still difficulties amongst them; they had not yet faced the totality of what was historical in relation to the way they had treated Joseph; they had spoken of it earlier, and Joseph knew, he knew without the interpreter what they said. The Lord knows; He looks at our localities, looks at our difficulties, and He knows every detail. But does that stop him feeding them? Joseph says, ‘They shall eat with me at noon’. Wonderful thing! Joseph was at home. Whatever the difficulties in our localities, you can come to Christ and He is at home. It is a wonderful thing that there is a normal environment in which Christ can find His rest. 

So Joseph feeds his brethren and he gives Benjamin five times more than them all. Can I ask you, beloved brethren, can you take the five times more? I do not think the others could take the five times more because they had not faced the moral question. You see, Benjamin was the one who had not been part of the breakdown. You can trust the work of God in yourself; the work of God in you can always respond to take the five times more. Have you been prepared to be open with Christ in relation to all the history? You can imagine Benjamin being at home with Israel, can you not? “His life was bound up with his life” (Genesis 44: 30). 

There was a beautiful bond there. He had not been part of the breakdown, but then he has to be the one through whom the recovery takes place. It was a wonderful thing when they came down with their asses, came with their sacks; they get fed, then they get their sacks filled, and they are sent home. They had not gone far before Joseph sends the man who was over his house after them. Joseph says, “Up! follow after the men; and when thou overtakest them, thou shalt say to them, Why have ye rewarded evil for good?” 

You see what they did; they rewarded evil for good. What a way to treat Christ! They were still living under the cloud of the way they had treated Joseph. Did he hold it against them? 

Far from it. He works in detail to bring them round, so he has his silver cup put in the mouth of Benjamin’s sack. At the end of the section it says, “And they hasted and laid down every man his sack on the ground, and opened every man his sack”. There you are, typically, in the presence of the Spirit and you have to open up your sack. What is in there? It is full to capacity, and the money back again. He put it there. Here they are; they have come all the way down to Egypt and now they are going back to their wives and their little ones. But, typically, the Spirit says. Now open up your sacks, let Me have a look! Imagine it, all these ten men opening up their sacks, and the man goes along—Simeon, Levi, Reuben, Naphtali, Dan, Issachar. The cup is not in their sacks. They would look along until he came to Benjamin—and there was Joseph’s cup. They would say straight away, ‘He has the cup; he is guilty’. Ah! a type of Christ; the One who was guiltless was made guilty on our behalf. Oh, the meeting of our difficulties, beloved brethren, has been at the cross by the One who was guiltless; Him who knew not sin was made sin for us. What an attractive 

thing to know that Christ has met our every need in order that we might see His face. 

So “Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house; and he was still there”. How attractive that is, the words of Scripture, so simple, and yet so full of meaning, “He was still there”. We may get away from Christ; we may have a sudden shock in the way the things in the testimony have turned, but you come back to Christ and He is still there, unchanged. Through all the vicissitudes of the testimony Christ is unchanged; He remains available to every one of us. What does it bring out? It brings out with Judah deep feelings. The ultimate end of it all is that Joseph comes into the ascendency. A wonderful thing that! You say, What a great calamity this is; these exercises coming upon us, having to come back again to Joseph when we were going to feed our little ones. What sort of calamity is it, beloved brethren, when what comes to light is some feature of Christ? What sort of calamity is it when what is found in Benjamin’s sack is the cup in which Joseph divines? The exercises He passes us through are ordered that we might know what satisfies the heart of Christ. 

Is there a Benjamin in your meeting? Is there a Benjamin in my meeting—someone who can take the blame? There he is, Benjamin, the guiltless one, and yet he takes the blame. You can be sure of this, beloved brethren, that if the Lord takes us through exercises, and the Spirit begins His search, He will do it when you are well fed. So there is no refusal of the request of the Spirit. How subject we need to be to the present voice of the Spirit. Think of Him saying to each one of us, ‘Let down your sack and open it up’. Open yourself up to the Spirit and let Him have a look. What does David say? “Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; And see if 

there be any grievous way in me”, Psalm 139: 23, 24. Are we prepared for these searchings, in order that we might come round to be able to be here totally for Joseph? What a wonderful thing it is that “he was still there”. Come back to the normality of things where Joseph is still there in complete dominance over the house where his rights are effected perfectly by the One who is over his house. Think of the Spirit’s present service as He acts according to the mind of Christ in glory. 

Well, I would turn now to Luke 15, a well-known passage. It speaks of a woman and it is very affecting to think of the Spirit of God being depicted in this way. I think it involves feeling. A woman is prepared to go through travail because of developed affections. Think of the way the Spirit is prepared to labour. Do you ever think of that? The Spirit is prepared to labour throughout the dispensation in view of bringing to light persons who will be free in the house. So this piece of silver, this drachma, is lost in the house. It speaks of lighting a lamp and sweeping the house; the dust should not have been there. It refers to profession and is very sobering. I wonder if the Spirit is not now lighting a lamp. You read of the most terrible things being said by persons in high positions in churches; is not the Spirit, through persons who are real, lighting a lamp by testimony to the truth in view of this piece of silver coming to light? If there are difficulties in Christendom, the Spirit of God has in view bringing the piece of silver to light. The Lord is working in a wide area outside those we know. He is going to bring to light His own work. Are we on the look-out for it? Do we speak to souls? 

The light that you have been entrusted with belongs to all. The light of the truth of the assembly, and all that has come down to us through the recovery, belongs to every one in the house, and 

the Spirit is stirring up persons. Are we on the look-out for them? How far can you go with them? Separation is not isolation; I think I can say that carefully. There is a great need to be separate from the world, and separate from what is iniquitous, but how far can you go in speaking to persons, the Spirit being in what you may say to bring to light the true colour, the true shining, of these pieces of silver? I say that, beloved brethren, because the Spirit has not given up sweeping in this house. 

But then maybe He is searching in your local meeting, just to apply it; maybe He is searching for you. Maybe you are hidden behind some of the furnishings, young brother, young sister. 

Are you committed to the Lord’s interests in the local assembly? Or are you hidden, hidden behind what may itself be right—an older brother or sister perhaps? You say, There is no room for me. The Spirit would stir you up. Have you ever known the promptings of the Spirit in your heart to cause you to be active and thus in circulation in the house? Have you never had a sense that He has lit a lamp to find you? A certain feature of the truth is presented to you; are you going to remain under the dust, or are you going to shine and portray what the Spirit had in mind? It says the woman would “sweep the house and seek carefully”—“seek carefully” there is a link there with what we had in Genesis 44. It is very touching to think of the Spirit searching carefully. The Spirit is not haphazard in what He does; He stirs something in your affections to get a definite answer to the truth that He has presented. 

Maybe He stirred someone in the previous occasion to answer more to the truth as to eternal life. Are you going to remain in the dust, or are you going to be found? There is no resistance on the part of this drachma. There was no resistance in the previous parable by the sheep that went away from the flock; weary with the way it had gone, weary with its own self-will, it was prepared to be put on the shoulders of the shepherd and brought back to the house. 

Can you say that you have not the wherewithal to answer to the Spirit’s promptings? Think of those sacks; what wealth was put into them! Do you say, I am not equal to the light presented? How can we say that as having the gift of the Spirit? If you see a truth, if you see a need, seek the Spirit’s help in relation to it. Do not put it off and leave it to someone else in your locality. Be exercised as before the Lord in the power of the Spirit that you might fill the void that there may be. There are plenty of needs; just look round and you will find there is something for you to do; the Lord will give you something to do. You say, I shall stand out if I do. It may be you will be one in a thousand, but accept the challenge anyway. The Spirit of God is sweeping and He has set a light that He might find you and that you might be in the house as an active person who has been redeemed. Ah, redemption is a wonderful thing. A sense of the purchase price that has been paid stimulates you in order that you might answer to the light presented. 

I pass on to 1 Corinthians 2. What a chapter it is! Things that are superlative are presented in it, “things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”. Do you love Him? It is a wonderful thing to be a lover of God. Things have been prepared for us. What God has in mind for you is superlative; it is not ordinary. Christianity is not ordinary; man has sought to make it that by the introduction of his own ideas. What God has for you is not ordinary, and He wants you to take part in it. So it refers to the Spirit searching—“but God has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things”. Think of Him searching, searching your heart, searching mine, to find its needs, but then searching the depths of God. 

What does it mean? It cannot mean God in His absolute and abstract Deity; I believe it means that the Spirit searches what has been revealed of God and the wealth of the divine resource, to bring that to bear on the present needs of the testimony. It says the Lord is rich towards all who call upon Him. Think of the richness of the Spirit’s service as He searches all things even the depths of God. Think of Him plumbing all the resources that have come to light through the work of Christ and the outshining of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Think of Him searching all those things to meet your present need, to meet the needs of the locality, to meet the needs of the testimony. Think of the Spirit’s present service. It says, “but God has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things”. It is almost as if it is characteristic of Him, that He searches. In Romans He makes intercession with groanings that cannot be uttered in relation to what is needed by the saints, but here there is a counterpart to that, I think, in the way He would not only express the needs of the saints, but search the wealth of the divine treasury to bring to bear upon the testimony just that particular touch that is needed to satisfy present needs. 

The needs of the testimony now are not exactly what they were in Mr. Darby’s time. Mr. Raven’s time or Mr. Taylor’s time, or even as they were in 1972; the needs of the testimony are unique to the present moment. The Spirit is equal to bringing out from these treasures the riches of God, so that the needs of the testimony might be met in a character and on—a level that is beyond anything you could imagine. That is the point of this scripture I think. Naturally it will never enter into your heart, the quality and the character of the things that God has prepared for us. Will the Spirit not bring some unique touch in your local meeting to meet a need? Who is He going to bring it through? Are you going to be a channel for the Spirit? 2 Kings 20 speaks of Hezekiah making an aqueduct to bring water into the city. Are you a channel through which the Spirit can bring wealth into the local assembly, that it might be enriched and that there might be a wealth and substance there that you have not known before? That little touch in the reading, a little touch in the service of God, gives it that sparkle and freshness that shows that the whole organism is in life. The Spirit of God, I believe, would search us at this present moment as to just how much liberty we have with Himself to know the “things which eye has not seen”. It is beyond what you can see, or hear, or even think of naturally; they are superlatives that God has prepared for the saints to enjoy now. We were speaking in the house this morning of the bride saying, Come. It is not going to be a fag end, it is the bride that is going to say, Come. There is going to be that virgin affection for Christ at the end, the Spirit and the bride saying, Come, in perfect unison of thought, intent and desire for that blessed Man. 

How wonderful, beloved brethren, to allow the Spirit just to search us, because in each of these three scriptures what is in mind is a positive end. Perhaps we shrink from the searching character of things, because we do not appreciate enough the end in view. The end in view for every one of us is glory in a deeper and fuller knowledge of God. I long myself to have that. That the more you know of God the more you feel you have only just touched the edge of things. What is in mind in the Spirit’s service, as in Ezekiel 47, is not just waters to the ankles, or to the knees, or to the loins, but waters to swim in. That involves that we are wholly and energetically in things. If you swim, every muscle of your body is involved in it; every bit of your spiritual being has to be active in relation to the flow of the divine tide that is coming, so that you enter into things fully. How is the testimony going to finish? Is it going to go out enfeebled? I do not think so. If it is not going to go out enfeebled, if the testimony is to go out in power, the Spirit and the bride saying, Come, it means that you and I are to be in moral power. Are you prepared to accept the searching in view of these things? The reward is the sight of Christ. It says in Genesis, “and he was still there”. The whole issue was a matter of seeing Joseph’s face. Beloved brethren, the moment is very near when we are going to see His face—very near. I have said recently that if the dispensation is represented by two days (one day is as a thousand years), then we are in the last fifteen minutes. The clock has struck for the last time; we are in the last few minutes. Are you ready for the rapture? The Lord still has something to do in us and He is doing it by the Spirit; He is searching us out, and the Spirit is searching the depths of God to strengthen us, beloved brethren, in view of that moment when we shall be caught up. May He help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
12 March 1988 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 44:1-14 (JND) [1] And he commanded him who was over his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry; and put every man's money in the mouth of his sack. [2] And put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain-money. And he did according to the word of Joseph which he had spoken. [3] In the morning, when it was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. [4] They were gone out of the city, [and] not [yet] far off, when Joseph said to him who was over his house, Up! follow after the men; and when thou overtakest them, thou shalt say to them, Why have ye rewarded evil for good? [5] Is not this [it] in which my lord drinks, and in which indeed he divines? Ye have done evil [in] what ye have done. [6] And he overtook them, and he spoke to them these words. [7] And they said to him, Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from thy servants to do such a thing! [8] Behold, the money that we found in our sacks' mouths we have brought again to thee from the land of Canaan; and how should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? [9] With whomsoever of thy servants it is found, let him die; and we also will be my lord's bondmen. [10] And he said, Now also [let] it [be] according to your words: let him with whom it is found be my bondman, but ye shall be blameless. [11] And they hasted and laid down every man his sack on the ground, and opened every man his sack. [12] And he searched carefully: he began at the eldest, and ended at the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. …

Luke 15:8-10 (JND) [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Genesis 44 (JND) [1] And he commanded him who was over his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry; and put every man's money in the mouth of his sack. [2] And put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain-money. And he did according to the word of Joseph which he had spoken. [3] In the morning, when it was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. …

John 16:7-13 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you. [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: [9] of sin, because they do not believe on me; [10] of righteousness, because I go away to [my] Father, and ye behold me no longer; [11] of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Genesis 47:6 (JND) [6] The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land settle thy father and thy brethren: let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if thou knowest men of activity among them, then set them as overseers of cattle over what I have.

Genesis 43:5 (JND) [5] but if thou do not send [him], we will not go down, for the man said to us, Ye shall not see my face, unless your brother be with you.

Genesis 43:8 (JND) [8] And Judah said to Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live, and not die, both we and thou and our little ones.

Leviticus 27 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any one devoteth [anything] by a vow, the persons shall be for Jehovah according to thy valuation. [3] And thy valuation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old: thy valuation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary; …

Leviticus 27:5-8 (JND) [5] And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, thy valuation of the male shall be twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels. [6] And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, thy valuation of the male shall be five shekels of silver; and for the female thy valuation shall be three shekels of silver. [7] And if it be from sixty years old and above, if it be a male, thy valuation shall be fifteen shekels; and for the female ten shekels. [8] And if he be poorer than thy valuation, he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall value him: according to his means that vowed shall the priest value him.

Genesis 43 (JND) [1] And the famine was grievous in the land. [2] And it came to pass, when they had finished eating the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, Go again, buy us a little food. [3] And Judah spoke to him, saying, The man did positively testify to us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, unless your brother be with you. …

Genesis 44:30 (JND) [30] And now, when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad is not with us, seeing that his life is bound up with his life,

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Psalms 139:23-24 (JND) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Genesis 44 (JND) [1] And he commanded him who was over his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry; and put every man's money in the mouth of his sack. [2] And put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain-money. And he did according to the word of Joseph which he had spoken. [3] In the morning, when it was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. …

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …

2 Kings 20 (JND) [1] In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. [2] And he turned his face to the wall, and prayed to Jehovah saying, [3] Ah! Jehovah, remember, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done what is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept much. …

Ezekiel 47 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar. [2] And he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me round outside unto the outer gate towards [the gate] that looketh eastward; and behold, waters ran out on the right side. [3] When the man went forth eastward, a line was in his hand; and he measured a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters: the waters were to the ankles. …



EXTRACTS

Suffering has a great purifying effect upon us. It becomes the furnace in which God develops in us the gold. “More precious than of gold that perisheth”. If the soul is sustained in moral 

strength through the ministrations of the Spirit, it will not shirk the suffering. And it will not be a case of, ‘I shall have to put up with it’. They “prayed and sang praises unto God”. They rejoiced that they were counted worthy. If we suffer we shall also reign with Him … In suffering you enjoy things as you never have before. Nowadays there is a little revival of the Spirit and power of Pentecost. I am sure it is so; as you realize the extent of the victory, you will be able to take up the path of suffering—suffering for righteousness. And the more one progresses, the more one sees that it is only light affliction. It is “for a moment” and “not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 94, pp.133, 134) 

Is it for naught that gold is put in the furnace, or because it is not gold? No; it is to purify it. 

God, by trials, takes out of our hearts that which is impure, in order that, when the glory arrives, we may enjoy it. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’. Vol.16, p.196) 

If His value for us within the veil were more pondered in our hearts and treasured up there, we should go to Him without the camp with firmer, surer step. ‘I have learnt’, said one of the martyrs, ‘that there is no freedom like that of the heart that has given up all for Christ—no wisdom like that learnt at His feet—no poetry like the calm foreseeing of the glory that shall be’. 

J. G. Bellett (‘The Patriarchs’, p.144) 
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