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THE COMING OF THE SAVIOUR

1 Timothy 1:15;  Hebrews 10:5-7;  Matthew 26:36-39, 42;  27: 45-54;  Luke 24:1-6

I have an impression about this scripture in 1 Timothy, “Christ Jesus came into the world”.  Jesus is the only Man of whom this could be said, “came into the world”.  We cannot say that about ourselves, that we came into the world.  We were brought into the world, we were born.  So of course was Jesus, but think of what was involved in the Lord Jesus coming into the world.  Men celebrate it, often in a profane way, at this time of year, but what majesty there is as we read that “Christ Jesus came into the world”.  The way that the Lord Jesus came to this world was His own act.  That blessed One came in at Bethlehem’s manger, of whom it says “and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matt.1:21.  It was not your act when you were born, but this could be said of the Lord Jesus, that He “came into the world”.  The blessedness of it has been weighing with me this week, something which had not laid hold of me in the same way before.  I trust that the wonder of it will lay hold in a fresh way of the minds of each one of us here, that this glorious Person, the Lord Jesus, “came into the world”.

Then it gives the purpose for which He came, “that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”.  How wonderful that is!  Where would we be, poor sinners as we are, if Jesus had not come into the world to save us at such a tremendous cost to Himself, in order that sinners like you and me might be saved?  Oh, the wonder of it, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  The whole of the gospel is encapsulated in those words, although there is much more involved in Christ coming into the world than the salvation of sinners, and the forgiveness of their sins.  Salvation involves so much.  It involves salvation from our sins, and salvation from all that we are as sinners.  Jesus came to save sinners in order that we might be delivered “out of the present evil world”, that we might be here “according to the will of our God and Father” (Gal.1:4), and that we might have our part in an eternity of bliss, with Him and like Him for God’s glory.  How wonderful these things are!  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”; what a scope is in that, but it involved that this glorious Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, “came into the world to save sinners”.

I read in Hebrews because we have again this thought of His coming.  We are so marked by doing our own wills, doing our own thing; how often it leads us into sin.  Indeed, the very practice of our own wills is sin before God, but think of what it says here, that as coming into the world, the Lord Jesus said “Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body”.  Think of who He is, in the glory of His Person, “who is over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom.9:5), and yet it says here “but thou hast prepared me a body”.  Then “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.  How wonderful that He came! It was not on the basis of those sacrifices which had all looked forward as types to the coming in of Jesus, to His death and to the efficacy of His precious blood, for it says “coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body”.

Is it not a wonder, dear friend, that the God against whom you have sinned, the God against whom I have sinned, the God for whom I had no room in my life apart from His own work – that such a blessed God has come here in the Person of His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ?  He came into a body and into a relationship of love, moving here as a Man who was absolutely pleasurable to the eye of God.  How wonderful!  The Lord Jesus was the only Man who never sinned.  He “did no sin” (1 Pet.2:22), He “knew not sin” (2 Cor.5:21) and “in him sin is not”, 1 John 3:5.  These things can only be said of this glorious Person.  We need to treasure in our souls the things that are said in Scripture which could be said of none other, but could only be said of this glorious Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, the One who “came into the world to save sinners”.  So He says “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.

I read in the gospels to give us some impression of what God’s will involved for Jesus, the One who was here so infinitely pleasurable to God at every point of His life.  He was entirely subject to the will of God.  He always enjoyed that holy and blessed relationship into which He had come, and He glorified God on the earth.  He could say “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17:4.  As we read here in Matthew’s gospel, He was about to do this great work and all that it involved for Him.  So He came to the garden of Gethsemane in the anticipation of what was before Him, and He spoke there of the will of God.  As we read in Hebrews, He said “I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.  What did that will involve?  As He approached the time of His death, He said “My soul is very sorrowful even unto death”, and then He went forward and said “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”.  Later, He said “My Father, if this cannot pass from me unless I drink it, thy will be done”.  Oh, the wonder of it, dear friend!  Think of what the will of God involved for Jesus so that you and I should come into blessing, that we might be saved from an eternity of damnation, might come into an eternity of blessing in the presence of God, with Jesus forever.  What did it cost?  He said “if it be possible let this cup pass from me” – it was not possible because we were sinners, away from God.  No sin could come into God’s presence; we would have been banished from His presence eternally, but there is One who has come, in order that He might fulfil the will of God and drink this awful cup.

We read later of what it involved for this One who was so infinitely pleasurable to God in every moment of His life, and now it came to the point where He was crucified.  Men did their worst, you might say, and manifested what they were in absolute hatred of God; men crucified the Lord of glory.  In wonderful grace, it is attributed to ignorance in their princes, “for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”, 1 Cor.2:8.  So Jesus was crucified.  How great were His sufferings at the hands of men!  It has been said that this death of crucifixion was the cruellest death that man has ever devised.  So Jesus was hanging there, exposed and nailed to a cross, but now there is that which is beyond what any other man has ever suffered, or ever could suffer.  Jesus cried “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  Have you accounted for the fact that if Jesus had not gone this way, you would have been forsaken, you would have been excluded from the presence of God eternally in untold suffering as a result of your sinful history?

What a terrible thing it is to think of, and yet here is One who went that way for the myriads who have put their trust in Him.  Oh, put your trust in Jesus, believe in His finished work and believe that He was there for you when He cried “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  Can you give a reason for it?  It was on account of your sins.  Have you ever accepted that for yourself?  Think of what the result was.  Men did not understand it; natural man cannot understand the cross or what was done there, but the Lord Jesus went through, and “having again cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost”.  He went into death in power.  It says later that Pilate wondered if He was already dead (Mark 15:44).  Jesus did not die in weakness, He went into death in power and overcame “him who has the might of death” (Heb.2:14) so that you might be set free.  Oh what a Saviour He is!  What power was there in the death of Jesus; it says that He “cried with a loud voice”.  Although outwardly He was crucified in weakness (2 Cor.13.4), that was only in the sight of wicked men.  Men die in absolute weakness, and in due course, if the Lord Jesus does not come for us, we will die, but Jesus went into death in absolute power.  He “cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost”.  His life was not taken from Him; He could say elsewhere “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself”, John 10:18.  What an effect it had!  The power of death was broken, so that after He came out of death, others came out as well.  Everyone who puts their trust in Him and dies will be raised from the dead to be with Him forever.  So the centurion says “Truly this man was Son of God”.  There was no one else who could have gone into death in this way in power, and come out of it in victory.

In Luke’s gospel, they thought that they would have to embalm His body, but the Lord’s body could not be affected by corruption.  He went into a grave in which no one had ever been laid.  No corruption could ever attach to that precious body of Jesus.  They came and “they found the stone rolled away”.  Wicked hands had crucified Him, but loving hands had taken Him down and buried Him.  He was put in the grave to put out of God’s sight every other man whose place He took on the cross.  So “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.  We spoke of His coming in, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”, and of the way in which He could say “but thou hast prepared me a body”.  Now they did not find that precious body, it was not there in the tomb; it says that “they found not the body of the Lord Jesus”.

This is the first time that this name is given – “the Lord Jesus”.  It does not refer to Him as the Lord Jesus in the gospels before this point, but the Lord Jesus is the name which attaches to Him as the One who is out of death.  Faith in the name of the Lord Jesus is for your present salvation; “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”, Rom.10:9.  What a power there is in the name of the Lord Jesus.  So that His body was not there in the grave; He had already been raised, and now we can say that not only is He raised but He is in glory.  The wonderful hope of the Christian is that we shall have bodies of glory in conformity to His body of glory (Phil.3:21).  What a complete triumph it is.  We are poor guilty sinners, hell deserving sinners, and yet as putting our trust in Jesus and in His precious blood which “cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), we can say that we shall have bodies of glory in conformity to His body of glory.  And the wonderful thing is that these bodies of ours can be here as the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.6:19), another glorious divine Person that has come from Christ in glory, so that we might be here for the pleasure and the service of God in the little while that remains before the Lord Jesus returns for us.

How many hundreds of times have I heard this glorious Person spoken of in the gospel, and every time I can say I have had some fresh impression of this great and glorious Saviour, the One of whom it said that He “came into the world to save sinners”.  Have you taken your place among them?  Paul took his place among them; he said “of whom I am the first” (1 Tim.1:15), but since then, how many millions have followed on.  Are you one of them?  Have you come to accept the Lord Jesus as your own personal Saviour and come into all the blessing that is involved in such a full salvation?  We are not in the gain of full salvation yet; we are waiting for the Lord Jesus as Saviour to save us out of these bodies of humiliation “into conformity to his body of glory”, Phil.3:21.  As another has said, ‘Then, we shall not need a Saviour anymore’; there will be nothing more to be saved from.  But while we are here, we need the Saviour all the time.  How many times have you heard Him referred to as an all the way home Saviour?  Is He your Saviour?  Has He saved you from your sins?  Has He saved you from the power of sin?  Has He saved you in such a way that you can know the present enjoyment of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in view of having your part now in the testimony of our Lord?  Own His claims upon you as the Lord Jesus, this One who has been made “both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2:36.  He has a claim upon us through the way that He has gone for us.  Then come to have your part in the service of God and in the testimony in the little while that remains.

May it be the portion of every one of us, for our blessing and for His name’s sake.

Preaching in Edinburgh

22 December 2013

D.J. Hutson


Scripture references

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Hebrews 10:5-7 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body. [6] Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin. [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Matthew 26:36-42 (JND) [36] Then Jesus comes with them to a place called Gethsemane, and says to the disciples, Sit here until I go away and pray yonder. [37] And taking with [him] Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and deeply depressed. [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me. [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt]. [40] And he comes to the disciples and finds them sleeping, and says to Peter, Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me? [41] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] ready, but the flesh weak. [42] Again going away a second time he prayed saying, My Father, if this cannot pass [from me] unless I drink it, thy will be done.

Matthew 27:45-54 (JND) [45] Now from [the] sixth hour there was darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour; [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [47] And some of those who stood there, when they heard [it], said, This [man] calls for Elias. [48] And immediately one of them running and getting a sponge, having filled [it] with vinegar and fixed [it] on a reed, gave him to drink. [49] But the rest said, Let be; let us see if Elias comes to save him. [50] And Jesus, having again cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost. [51] And lo, the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom, and the earth was shaken, and the rocks were rent, [52] and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints fallen asleep arose, [53] and going out of the tombs after his arising, entered into the holy city and appeared unto many. [54] But the centurion, and they who were with him on guard over Jesus, seeing the earthquake and the things that took place, feared greatly, saying, Truly this [man] was Son of God.

Luke 24:1-6 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. [4] And it came to pass as they were in perplexity about it, that behold, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment. [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead? [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee,

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Mark 15:44 (JND) [44] And Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and having called to [him] the centurion, he inquired of him if he had long died.

Mark 15:44 (JND) [44] And Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and having called to [him] the centurion, he inquired of him if he had long died.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

2 Corinthians 13:4 (JND) [4] for if indeed he has been crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God's power; for indeed *we* are weak in him, but we shall live with him by God's power towards you,)

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.



UNKNOWN YET WELL KNOWN

Isaiah 32:1;  2 Tim.4:8;  2 Kings 5:1-4, 10-15;  John 6:1-9;  Acts 20:7-12

All that we have been enjoying today is worth having; food that is substantial.  It is of immense value, although not always easy to understand.  I know some of the young people may have struggled with some of what has been said, but when it comes to the things of God, they are worth listening to.

The rights of God have been erased and eroded in this world, and many attempts made to eradicate them completely.  This world has no room for them, but I read this verse in Isaiah because I find it a wonderful confirmation.  A day is coming, beloved, when a King will reign in righteousness.  That is one of the features that no longer exists in this world.  Men want righteousness, they need it, but they cannot make it happen.  One of the assurances that you can have today is that there is a day coming when a King will reign in righteousness, and He is our glorious Saviour!  We live in a day when much is given up.  Many of the things in relation to the Lord Jesus have been given up, but every one of us here can have the certainty that a King will reign in righteousness.  What a glorious prospect!  It is not a fable or something that you might wish for but would never happen.  This is real.  You might say that this scripture refers to Israel.  They long for their Messiah, they look for Him, and they long for the moment when for the first time a King will reign in perfection and in righteousness.  They have had their kings, God granted them that, but the One of whom we are speaking is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, whom they have rejected.

We need encouragement in a day when so much can discourage, and so much can bring us down.  There is something here in Timothy that lifts us.  Paul writes about a crown that is laid up, which “the Lord the righteous Judge, will render to me”, but he says “not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing”.  We are waiting for the rapture; what a moment that is going to be!  A moment when as the epistle to the Thessalonians so beautifully puts it, the “dead in Christ shall rise first; then we the living who remain” (1 Thess.4:17), an active hope of what is going to take place very soon for the believer.  But I want to refer to this, “but also to all who love his appearing”.

You might be affected when you see how much in this world is against Christianity.  Our brother referred to the institution of marriage; all these things are under attack.  Anything that God has set up in righteousness according to His standard is the object of the attack of Satan in seeking to bring it down.  I want to see my Saviour’s rights upheld, I want the wrong things that are done to be reversed.  I want the things of man’s world which ride roughshod over Christianity to be stopped, but there is nothing that I can do about it.  You feel weak, helpless; you feel that you are in the minority, but the true believer is numbered among those who love His appearing, because then His rights will be established.  He will come in righteousness, and the evil that dominates this world will be dealt with.  The One in whom our faith, our trust and our hope lie will be seen in all His majesty, and the wonder of that is that believers will be with Him.  Men and women of this world aspire to great things, but they become disappointed.  What a hope there is for the believer; not only to see a King reign in righteousness, but to be with Him and to see His rights established, His Person vindicated.  Everything about Him will be seen in all its majesty.  What a moment it will be, and as a believer that will be your portion, that will be my portion.  You could not want anything greater.  The knowledge of your sins forgiven is great, how great is your salvation, but the greatness of the Saviour, and who He is, is something that this world cannot understand.  One day they will see Him, and you will be with Him.  What a hope, what a prospect!  As I said, these are sure things, these are things that lift us, these are things that hold us and encourage and sustain us.  The world in which we live will continue its relentless attack against what is of Christ and against what is of God Himself, but we can rest in the assurance that not only is He coming for us, but the Lord Jesus is coming to reign in righteousness.

One of the greatest things that we can enjoy during the Lord’s absence until He comes is fellowship with one another.  Most of the persons in these verses in the first passage I have read in Kings are unnamed.  Such have played their part in the testimony.  In this passage there is a little maid.  She is unnamed.  It does not say anything about her except that she was a maid brought as a captive from the land of Israel.  What did she know?  In her place on earth, she was insignificant, she was in captivity.  She had a menial task as a servant; she was a nobody.  But what did she have?   Beloved, what do you have?  Well, you say, I have nothing.  The great men and women of this world have things, but what do I have?  This woman says, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy”.  She served a great man who had done great things, as it says “a great man before his master, and honourable”.  God used him; Naaman was someone of stature, prominent, and God used him, but he was afflicted by leprosy.  This maid did not say, ‘It does not matter’; she was prepared to speak up.  She wanted to see healing come in; the interest of her heart was for the betterment of someone afflicted by leprosy.  Through what she said, word got through and eventually Naaman came to stand before a man who had a solution to his leprosy.  Her part was small, you might say, she is not even named.  The things of God are not about prominence.  Prominence is associated with what is in this world.  She did what she could, and through it Naaman came to stand before the prophet, although still full of the flesh, as he appeared quite arrogant.  He was angry; he wanted to do something better than he was told to do, and he turned away in a rage.  He was marked by a characteristic that exists today in man’s world.  But it says “And his servants drew near”.  How many?  We are not told.  What were their names?  We are not told.  They spoke to him with respect.  “My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it?”.  They appealed to him; they used the relationship they had with Naaman, yet they are unnamed.  They were insignificant servants in one way, but what an important role they played in Naaman’s blessing and in his salvation!  He listened to them.

Beloved, one great aspect of fellowship as I can see it is that the company is working together, and has blessing in mind for all.  These servants did not say, He is in a rage, we will leave him.  No, they appealed to him.  They had in their hearts the blessing of their master, they had in their hearts the blessing of someone they knew was refusing to listen to the prophet who was offering Naaman blessing, and they appealed to him.  He responded, and what happened is “his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”.  I just want to draw attention to this, “he returned to the man of God, he and all his company”.  There are no servants now, “he and all his company” seems to indicate to me that there was a togetherness, a oneness.  What had come about was blessing for Naaman, his freedom from leprosy.  He was cured; he came and it says “he and all his company”.  Beloved, each one of us is vital; each one of us has a part to play.  We may feel our limitations, we may not feel up to certain things in our Christian pathway, we may feel our knowledge of scriptures is poor, our appreciation of divine things is weak.  But everyone is vital, everyone is essential, everyone has a part to play in Christian fellowship together.

I go to John.  Here we get a well-known scripture that refers to a large company that needed feeding.  There was a company of persons and the Lord Jesus Himself took account of them.  They were coming to the Lord because they saw all that He did for the sick.  There was attraction; they saw something about Him that appealed to them and if they had sickness, they knew they could go to Him.  They saw that no one was left uncured, no one left unattended.  But now there is a test coming for those who are close to the Lord – the disciples, persons who were associated with the truth.  They knew the Lord, and the Lord “lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat?”  Now those close to Him took account of what they saw, the number of persons that were there, and they said, ‘It is impossible, we do not have the money, we do not have the resources’.  “Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little portion”.  Immediately (and who of us is not guilty of it) the natural side came out.  We start to evaluate things in relation to this world.  The Lord was testing them.  One of them said “There is a little boy here”; again he did not have a name.  He was insignificant in this world, not prominent, so it says he “has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?”

It seemed impossible; in man’s calculation it is impossible, five barley loaves and two small fishes, but what he had was more than sufficient.  In our pathways we need to remember that if we keep simple in our relations with the Lord Jesus, keep close to Him, we will find that there is more than enough for our need.  It is a resource that is exhaustless!  That store cannot be emptied, it is there for us to draw upon and this young boy had something which no one else could see.  You all have something, beloved young persons, you have something that the Lord can draw upon, in your simplicity, if you have an appreciation of the Lord Jesus.  He will use it, He will draw it out, and that is what He did here.  What is impossible with man is possible with God!  God will use you young people, if you stick close to the Lord Jesus.  You will find that He will draw upon you for blessing; it may be for your parents, for those around, for those that you are in fellowship with and enjoying Christian company.  He will use it.  You may think, I have nothing!  What is God’s view of that?  Let us be simple, and see what God can do with what we have, and you will find that He will pour out a blessing.  Did these people go hungry?  No, they went home not only sustained but satisfied, which is essential.  How vital is this spiritual food!  If we feed on the Lord Jesus and on spiritual things relating to Him, it will form us in our constitution, and build us up as believers.

I read about Eutychus; now we have found someone with a name.  Some of us would say that at times we have known how he felt.  One of the things we see here with Paul is that he spoke at length.  You might well think that that was not fair.  If it was warm, Eutychus was going to be overpowered by deep sleep, for Paul was speaking for a long time.  Beloved, I think that what Paul was saying was worth hearing.  Paul’s ministry was centred in Christ and made nothing of himself.  I know we can sometimes apply Eutychus to someone who has maybe become a bit disinterested, chosen a place that was slightly on the fringe, put himself in a bit of danger.  But I want to concentrate for a moment on Paul.  Paul had been an insolent overbearing man (1 Tim.1:13).  He did not deserve the mercy and goodness of God, but that is what he received.  If we think about ourselves, that is what has been bestowed upon us as believers.  We have come from what we were at a distance from God and now we are set in relation to God as believers, and we do not deserve that.  That is the unmerited favour of God towards us.  So here it says that this youth was overpowered while Paul discoursed, and then he fell down.  What did Paul say?  Did he say that Eutychus was not listening, he had put himself in danger, it was his own responsibility, he should have been more careful?  No.  “Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding him”.  This is not just about theory, it is practical Christianity in its expression here.  Not only did Paul have to say that which was worth hearing, what is foundational and builds us up in our spirits and our souls, but he also showed what he was in his character, he displayed it in his manner of life.  He went down himself; he was able to say “his life is in him”.  What an encouragement, beloved!  We need everyone; everyone is vital.  You might say that Eutychus had chosen that place, but Paul saw the need for him to be held, revived, brought back to life and recovered.  We have a responsibility for that; every single one of us has a responsibility for each other.  None is to be lost, none is to be left outside the enjoyment of these things; the fellowship that we enjoy is for all believers.  We have our responsibility; we have our part to play in going in for the things of Christ ourselves.  All of the things relating to that glorious One are worth having, and we have a responsibility to go in for them.  But Paul shows us here that we also have a responsibility towards one another; that is what love is, that is what was displayed here by Paul.  So that is the characteristic that should be shown by us.  Paul went down and took this youth up, and it says “And they brought away the boy alive, and were no little comforted”.  What a joy!  Beloved, fellowship is enjoyed in the company of persons who have the glorious hope of the coming of our Lord Jesus in their hearts, the wonder of the moment when He will appear; persons who love His appearing.  Is that you?  Do you have that in your soul?  I commend it to you.  You might not be of significance here, but when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ, you are of great importance, you are precious, you belong to Him.  One day you are going to come out in the triumph of a King who will reign in righteousness; you will be numbered amongst those who will come out with Him.

What a glorious prospect we have!  Let us not be earthly-minded people, let us not have our hopes and aspirations here, because that will bring disappointment.  Let us have our hopes fixed on our glorious Saviour.  Let us have our lives committed to Him.  And let not any one of you young people think that this is too hard for you to enjoy.  You can be in the full enjoyment of Christian fellowship among the people of God.  Those of us who are older bear responsibility to help you, but beloved, what a hope, what a prospect, what enjoyment we can have together.

May we all be in the gain of it, for His name’s sake.

Address at Manchester

30 November 2013

S. T. Eagle


Scripture references

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

2 Kings 5:1-15 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. [5] And the king of Syria said, Well! go, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [shekels] of gold, and ten changes of raiment. [6] And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now, when this letter comes to thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest cure him of his leprosy. [7] And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his garments, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeks an occasion against me. [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. …

John 6:1-9 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: [4] but the passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. [5] Jesus then, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat? [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little [portion]. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, says to him, [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?

Acts 20:7-12 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.



THE DEATH OF CHRIST

Jeremiah 13:1-11;  2 Kings 5:13,14;  John 20:19-22

I have a simple impression, beloved brethren, about the death of Christ.  I feel very limited in speaking about it, but it is fundamental to the believer’s life.  The death of Christ is something that we should contemplate and feed upon.  The scriptures we have read, especially the second one in relation to Naaman and his flesh becoming as the flesh of a little child, bring out the moral results of the death of Christ.  Then the scripture we read in John brings out the spiritual results of the death of Christ.  It involves the Lord’s side; it goes on to the line of purpose.  Think of all that is secured through the death of Christ, all that God has done in the death of Christ.  The scripture in 2 Kings speaks of what is removed in the death of Christ, and the scripture in John’s gospel brings in what is introduced through the death of Christ.  How wonderful then the death of Christ is for us!  The hymn writer appreciated that when he wrote those words,

    ‘O Lamb of God, still keep us

          Close to Thy piercèd side’   (Hymn 256)

How often we find in our experience that we stray and get into difficulty, but then we can get back to the death of Christ and find safety and peace as being true to the death of Christ, being conformed to His death.  These are significant exercises in our lives, but how precious it is to prove the blessing of appreciating and being true to the death of the Lord.

Where we read in Jeremiah, the prophet is told to go and buy a linen girdle and to put it upon his loins.  This would suggest the place that we have in God’s affections, and that never changes.  Later on God said, “For as a girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith Jehovah”.  But then there was this matter of instruction to Jeremiah, “dip it not in water.”  The water here would suggest death.  God was speaking to Jeremiah and teaching him a lesson; he had to go all the way to the Euphrates, which as we know is a long journey.  He had to go all the way there and hide the girdle in the rock, and I suppose he then went all the way home again.  Then he would have to go all the way back, and during that time, Jeremiah must have had time to wonder, ‘What is this all about?’  When he went back and got the girdle, he said “I went to the Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it; and behold, the girdle was spoiled”, and then he said, “it was good for nothing”.  What a matter to arrive at in our lives!  It reminds us that whatever is in us, if it is not in keeping with the death of the Lord, is good for nothing.  I would have to say that about anything that is of the flesh in me.  So it speaks about the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem; all that belongs to us after the first order.  God says plainly here, in what you might say are five words with the understanding, “it was good for nothing”.  We must come in our lives to realise that anything that is not in keeping with the death of Christ is good for nothing.  It has to go, and indeed before God it has already gone.  The exercise for us is to be true to that.

That is why I read in 2 Kings about Naaman.  He was a great man, a mighty man of valour, “but a leper” (v.1).  He too went on a journey; he had ten changes of raiment with him, but really they were all good for nothing.  What good would ten changes of clothing be to someone who had leprosy?  They would just cover up the condition that lay underneath.  So eventually, Naaman did as he was asked to do; “his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean?  Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God.  And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”.

What a wonderful thing!  Naaman would see that his flesh had become as the flesh of a little child.  What a change in him!  And what a change can take place in us.  I do not suppose we could apply the seven times too literally, but it might be like the first seven chapters in Romans.  In each one, you might say, you are plunging in the Jordan; it is not enough just to do it once.  That is another exercise in our lives – to continue to go down; perhaps the seven would suggest that too.  This is not something that is just done once and then left.  It is a continuous matter to keep going down, to increase in our appreciation of the death of Christ and all it has removed, and also all that is introduced by it.  You might say Naaman had “obeyed from the heart the form of teaching”, Rom.6:17.  I suppose Naaman would have been able to grasp many things in his mind, but it came to a point when his servants pleaded with him; they say “My father”, and it reached his heart.  In principle he obeyed from the heart.  The seven times is like a form of teaching – the matter had been made good in his heart.  I suppose too the fact that his flesh became like the flesh of a little child is really like the beginning of Romans 8; “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus” (v.1).  Think of the moral beauty that was arrived at in this man who was a leper.  He represents all of us; we have all been lepers.  That is the condition of sin in the flesh and we have all been in it.  But what a transformation takes place as we apply the death of Christ to ourselves.  Paul wrote about always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, and the footnote there says that it refers not only to the fact that Jesus has died, but it is the moral character of death (2 Cor.4:10 note n).  I am challenged by what I am saying, but the moral effect of the death of Christ in us is that we become cleansed.

On Lord’s day we read of that in Acts 10; God speaks about what He has cleansed (v.15).  From His side there is what He has done, but from our side it involves a moral process.  Cleansing is not exactly a judicial act.  Redemption and forgiveness from our sins involve a judicial act, but cleansing involves a moral process.  Something of that should go on throughout our lives so that we should arrive at this wonderful matter of being as a little child.

We read in John’s gospel, and there we have the side of purpose.  We also read on Lord’s day in Acts 10 about Peter when he went to Joppa.  It is interesting that he chose to lodge with Simon the tanner.  I do not suppose you would naturally choose to lodge with someone who is a tanner.  There used to be a tannery in Fife and the smell from it was repugnant.  I assume Simon’s business as a tanner would have been at his house, because I do not suppose in those days that someone would live in one place and work in another, yet Simon Peter chose to go there.  He did not lodge at the house of Dorcas, which might have been more congenial, although he did eventually go there to raise up Dorcas, but he went to the house of Simon the tanner in Joppa.  I think that Peter felt the need to be kept close to the death of Christ in view of all that was opening up.  Think of all that was going to open up in relation to the purpose of God!  The avenue into it is really the death of Christ.  All of the things that would hinder us from entering into the purpose of God are removed, so that we can have full liberty in what belongs to God.  David, too, is another one who in principle appreciated the death of Christ.  He spoke about Goliath’s sword and he said, “There is none like that: give it me”, 1 Sam.21:9.  Death became his servant.

We read in John’s gospel of the Lord Jesus coming in and He said, “Peace be to you.  And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side”.  We know that that is a distinct aspect of John’s writings, that he presents the Lord’s side.  That would lead us on as we contemplate it.  We spoke on Lord’s day about the thought of the assembly as coming out of His death.  There is what has been removed in the Lord’s death, but think of what has been introduced – this wonderful vessel, the assembly.  So we have moved from what is moral to what is spiritual in this wonderful vessel.  Perhaps the psalmist alluded to it when he spoke about what was curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth (Ps.139:15).  This vessel, the assembly, is coming to light.  How blessed it is, and because of His death, the Lord has this liberty on the ground of resurrection, in a sinless condition.  Of course it was so for the Lord, who was ever without sin.  We have been reminded recently in ministry that for us as risen in Him, that is a sinless condition.  Practically we know that we are still in a fleshly condition, but the position that we have before God in Christ must be a sinless condition, because it is His place that we share.  The Lord had the liberty to come to them in this scripture, and He breathed into them the Spirit of an ascended Man.  He is the last Adam, a quickening spirit.  There is a new generation which is of Himself, of His own kind and it all really anticipated the assembly.  How wonderful the assembly is!  This is the longest dispensation, which is an evidence of how gracious God is; He has allowed the dispensation of grace to be the longest.  But it is also because it is the dispensation in which the assembly is being formed.  We might say simply that it requires so many individuals to comprise the body of Christ, so that there should be a full expression of Christ.  It is a remarkable matter.  The assembly is a creature vessel; we never have part in deity, and we understand that we have limitations.  But I think it is good to remember that the assembly, although a creature vessel, is not man-made.  The assembly is not a man-made vessel; the hymn writer says, ‘Whose builder is her God’ (Hymn 221).  She is heavenly in origin and destiny; again that hymn writer refers to her ‘origin celestial’.  Think of what the assembly is, the product of divine workmanship; it comes out of Christ’s death and it will be for Him eternally.






Scripture references

Jeremiah 13:1-11 (JND) [1] Thus said Jehovah unto me: Go and buy thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins; but dip it not in water. [2] And I bought a girdle according to the word of Jehovah, and put it upon my loins. [3] And the word of Jehovah came unto me the second time, saying, [4] Take the girdle that thou hast bought, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. [5] So I went and hid it by the Euphrates, as Jehovah had commanded me. [6] And it came to pass at the end of many days, that Jehovah said unto me, Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence which I commanded thee to hide there. [7] And I went to the Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I had hid it; and behold, the girdle was spoiled, it was good for nothing. [8] And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, [9] Thus saith Jehovah: After this manner will I spoil the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. [10] This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who walk in the stubbornness of their heart, and go after other gods, to serve them and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle which is good for nothing. [11] For as a girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith Jehovah; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear.

2 Kings 5:13-14 (JND) [13] And his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father, [if] the prophet had bidden thee [do some] great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean? [14] Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

John 20:19-22 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit:

Romans 6:17 (JND) [17] But thanks [be] to God, that ye were bondmen of sin, but have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching into which ye were instructed.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

1 Samuel 21:9 (JND) [9] And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of terebinths, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod; if thou wilt take that, take it; for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that: give it me.

Psalms 139:15 (JND) [15] My bones were not hidden from thee when I was made in secret, curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth.



Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen, Scotland


May we be encouraged by these words, for His name’s sake.


4 February 2014

J. Drummond


EXTRACT






BEARING FRUIT IN THE CHRISTIAN CIRCLE

It is evident that we are left here that we might bring forth that which is grateful to God.  I want to speak of fruit-bearing in this connection.  Fruit is brought forth for God, and by God, as to the source of it.  The Lord contemplates that in this chapter [John 15], and He makes provision in this chapter for its continuity.  There had been fruit in the disciples, and the Lord makes provision that their fruit should abide, that there should be a continuity of it.

… fruit is spontaneous.  A healthy vigorous tree yields fruit.  Until Christ came, there could not be much fruit… Now Christ comes, and He was the true Vine, and for the first time there was fruit for God.  He says, "I am the vine, ye are the branches", and the condition of fruit-bearing was that they should abide in Him and He in them …The Lord will have continuity; that comes out in all His teaching.  He made provision that all that came out when He was upon earth should be continued.  Fruit was to be continued although the vine was no longer upon earth.

… you get the principles or conditions under which fruit will be brought forth in us.  The first condition is the influence of Christ, and the second is the Christian circle, a circle where there can be the exercise of spiritual affection. If these conditions were not there, there could be no fruit for God.  When Christ was here, there was the influence of Christ, and there was a circle of which Christ was the centre.  No one can imagine what the influence of Christ was in that circle, of which He was the centre.  There was unspeakable and inexpressible influence, and they were in a circle where they were under the obligation to love one another... His influence must be paramount.

… Now we cannot do without a circle here… In a circle you have scope for affection… On the day of Pentecost a circle was formed, Christ formed the circle, and the Holy Spirit came and dwelt there.  To be truly in the Christian circle is extremely important.  You cannot "bring forth much fruit" by merely going to meetings or preachings; that will not enable you to bring forth fruit to God.  We need to be in the Christian circle.  I do not want to discourage you from going to meetings, but I want you to take great account of the Christian circle, for there it is you are moulded in Christian affection.  Encourage yourself to have your full part in the Christian circle … it is in the Christian circle that spiritual affections are moulded, and it is in that circle that we escape the influence of the world.  There was a potent influence introduced in the influence of Christ, but He took care that there should be a retreat; He formed a circle before ever the gospel went out.  Before the apostles went out to preach there existed a Christian circle formed by Christ.  Take advantage of the Christian circle, even of what comes to your hand.  Do not despise what comes to your hand, even though it be a little circle.  Depend upon it what comes to your hand is not despised by the Lord, and your wisdom is to take the fullest possible advantage of what is there – enjoy the spiritual affection, and be careful to fulfil your part in it.  Christ took what came to His hand – just a few fishermen, but He loved them, and He taught them to love Him and to love one another.

One word more.  There are those two conditions which I have spoken of under which we bring forth fruit to God.  The first is the influence of Christ, and the second is the enjoyment of the Christian circle.  I counsel you to take full advantage of both, so that our distinguishing mark may not be merely as a people who go to meetings, but as those who are under the influence of Christ, where we get the full benefit of sunshine and rain.

May God exercise our hearts as to these necessary and divinely appointed conditions, so that there may be continuity in bearing fruit for God.  It will be so with Israel by and by; the fruit will reproduce itself.  So with us.  If we continue in these conditions we shall bring forth fruit, and the fruit will reproduce itself and will abide.

F.E. Raven Vol.16 pp.54-59


Scripture references

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …



EDITORS NOTE

At the end of the July edition of “Notes of Ministry”, there was an extract from a letter written in 1876 by Mr Edward Dennett, which has been published with other letters as a booklet entitled “The Fellowship of God’s Son”.

Due to a problem with the printing process, the source of this very valuable booklet was not included.  It is published by Mr Bill Chellberg of Wheaton, Illinois, US and listed on his website www.bibles-etc.com.  I have obtained a stock of the booklet, and will be happy to send one to anyone who wishes to read these vitally important letters on the principles of Christian fellowship as set out in the Scriptures.

John A Brown
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36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK Tel 01506 670 437
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