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THREE OUTSTANDING MEN

A. Macdonald 

Ezekiel 14: 11 (last phrase), 20, 22, 23 

These three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, are well known to us, and our beloved brother whom the Lord has been pleased to take to be with Himself was well known by everyone here. But the great question, beloved brethren, is whether we are well known in heaven; it is our relationship with God that will stand by us. Ties are broken here, but there are ties that go through, and that is why I read verse 11, “They shall be my people, and I will be their God, saith the Lord Jehovah”. Our beloved brother often helped us in relation to our relationship with God Himself, and that is of all importance. What we know of God is what we have seen in Jesus, that blessed One who is the Mediator of God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. Thank God for every one in this room who has a living link with our blessed Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ; that is a link that cannot be broken and will go through. I referred to the end of the chapter because it brings in the thought of comfort, “and ye shall be comforted”. One would desire that we may receive the comfort of divine Persons as we are together. The Holy Spirit is referred to as “another Comforter”; the Lord said of the Father, “He will give you another Comforter” (John 14: 16), and He is with us for ever. Then I think divine Persons have given us, as the people of God, the capacity to comfort one another and we would therefore desire to surround our beloved sister at this time and render comfort to her. 

But I just refer to these three men, Noah, 

Daniel, and Job. As we know, the days of Noah were very similar to the days that we are in; evil was waxing worse and worse on every hand and God repented that He had made man. 

Nevertheless there was one man who walked with Him and that was Noah. It says among other things that Noah was just and perfect among his generations and he walked with God (Genesis 6: 9). That privilege is open to you and me. Oh that we might have a right judgment, a sober judgment, of this world and its system. Our beloved brother did; he was upright, and we had a sense that he walked with God. Among other things, Noah was a builder, and that is a characteristic, beloved brethren; that we need to take on. We need to take on the characteristics of these three men. Noah was a builder; Daniel was a prophet, and Job became a priest. We need to take on these features, to be on the line of building up. Surely we can build one another up on our most holy faith. May we not be on the line of tearing down but rather may we be on the positive line of building one another up. We need it in this city. 

Think of Daniel. There was one time when he was weak, but then the Lord came in to strengthen him, and several times in that chapter divine help came in and he was touched and strengthened (see Daniel 10). Our beloved sister here can count upon that same divine support and strengthening, and her relationship with God is a real matter because God is the God of the widow. He takes special care of widows. We have many widows in this city and, thank God, He is a known God and would come in day by day and moment by moment and support and succour those who are widows indeed. You will recall that in chapter 10 “a certain man clothed in linen” drew near and spoke to Daniel and strengthened him. We would desire this, that we may feel the nearness not only of angels but of divine Persons as we are together, because God would draw near to us. The 

Holy Spirit would make Himself felt, and certainly the Lord Jesus would draw near to us and comfort us. But as a hand was laid on Daniel he was called “beloved”, and we can certainly refer thus to our brother; he was a beloved brother, and he was a father to many of us. He was a father and an elder in this city and we shall miss him. 

Oh that God may raise up fathers amongst us! It is a father who would have tender consideration for his children, seeing how they would get on in the truth. Our brother did that. 

Before I was recovered to the truth he was faithful to me; “Faithful are the wounds of a friend”, Proverbs 27: 6. Thank God for those that are faithful amongst us I will not soon forget our beloved brother being faithful to me. We need that, to be faithful to one another. 

What a father he was! There may not be many fathers amongst us but thank God, as one nobleman could say as to the scripture, “Not many high-born” (1 Corinthians 1: 26), ‘Thank God it does not say, Not any’. I believe we can say that we do have fathers amongst us; thank God for them; but we will miss our beloved brother as being a father. So the word came to Daniel that he was to stand in his lot at the end of the days (Daniel 12: 13). Our beloved brother was faithful and I believe that he will stand in his lot at the end of his days; and he was a prophet. We need these lines amongst us, beloved brethren, the building up line and the prophetic line, and we need the line that is priestly. 

We may say, how does that fit in with Job? Job prays for his three friends. Think of God drawing our attention to Job, “Hast thou considered my servant Job?” (Job 1: 8). That is what God would say to the brethren; have we considered the pathway of our brother; how consistent it was, how faithful our brother was right to the end, and what a father he was to us? We need to consider this. 

So God says, “Hast thou considered my servant Job?” He was upright and he abstained from evil. That is a real matter, to abstain from what is not of God and to be upright. But God greatly blessed his end and he was far greater at the end than at the beginning. As another brother has told us, it is the end that counts. And may every one of us in this room soberly consider what our end may be. Oh that every one’s end may be bright; may it be better than the beginning. Job’s end was better than his beginning; but not only that; he prayed for his friends. What was priestly came out in Job, and God heard his prayer and accepted him. 

Thank God for the prayers of our beloved brother who has just been taken to be with Christ. I believe that was an outstanding feature with him. You may recall when matters of difficulty arose what our brother told us. ‘Let us pray about it’, he said. I believe that is the safe thing, to do. Some of us, you know, have a tendency to spread matters, but Scripture says, “For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge”, Malachi 2: 7. But I believe it is a lesson we need to learn; certain matters we need to keep local, as beloved Mr. J. Taylor taught us*, and get on our knees before God. Do we know what it is to get into our closets and shut the door and get on our knees and pray? That is what our brother meant. He said, ‘Let us pray about it’. There is no issue or problem that is too difficult for God to answer, and He can answer in a moment; He can bring in the solution. There is no need to spread matters abroad but I believe, as our brother said, there is need for us to get into our closets and get on our knees before God. 

These men all knew what it was to have their own relationship with God. We will not find it in 

* See ‘Letters of J. Taylor’, Vol. 1, p.6. 

the history books but we find it in God’s record, how He through His prophet Ezekiel brings before us in a marked way these three outstanding men who had a distinct relationship with a living God. That is what counts. There was Noah, and there was Daniel, and there was Job. 

May those features be kept before us in view of the continuance of the testimony; the need for building up, the need for the prophetic line, and the need for priestly dependence upon God in prayer. O, beloved friends and brethren, may we be sure of our link with God and our link with the Spirit, and our link with the blessed Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Ezekiel 14:11 (JND) [11] that the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither make themselves any more unclean with all their transgressions; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, saith the Lord Jehovah.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Genesis 6:9 (JND) [9] This is the history of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect amongst his generations: Noah walked with God.

Daniel 10 (JND) [1] In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing is true, but the appointed time of trial is long; and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision. [2] In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks: [3] I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine into my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three full weeks were fulfilled. …

Proverbs 27:6 (JND) [6] Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are profuse.

1 Corinthians 1:26 (JND) [26] For consider your calling, brethren, that [there are] not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Job 1:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said to Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God and abstaineth from evil?

Malachi 2:7 (JND) [7] For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts.



VICTORY

C. S. Elliott 

2 Samuel 23: 8 (first phrase), 11, 12 

I have been affected by the thought of victory. It came in in our first hymn and continued through our brother’s prayer, and the sense of victory is in the passage I have read. I have often wondered how it was that David was able to get and to retain men and to make them mighty. What a ruler David was! What a Ruler Christ is! So there were men who were with David at a time of rejection, and towards the end of his life he brings them forward, and what a long list of names it is; mighty men. I believe it would be fair to regard our brother whom the Lord has taken as one of the mighties of our own time. Our brother stood in the breach for many years and fulfilled his obligations here in this city; he was a mighty man. 

So it says, “The Philistines were gathered into a troop, and there was there a plot of ground full 

of lentils”, The Philistine mind, the natural mind of man, is always intruding to turn aside the people of God from the line of food. Satisfaction comes in as the food supply is set on and is maintained, as Christ in all His attractiveness is brought before our hearts. The enemy is against that. It says, “the people had fled before the Philistines; and he (Shammah) stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it”. Our brother has done that time and time again in this city. There was a critical time when he stood for what was right, and God honoured him. And I believe God would have us just to stand for what is right and make way for Him to come in and act. One of the things which I gained from our brother was that we are all to be intelligent in the things of God. Diligence is needed for this, but it is necessary in order that we might stand here for the Lord in the scene of His rejection. 

So this man, Shammah, stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines, and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance. Our brother was a warrior, but in a far greater sense what a mighty Warrior Jesus was. The Lord Jesus, coming into this scene where the enemy has sway, stood in the breach and delivered souls. How full the gospels are of persons who were delivered as they came into contact with Jesus, and there are many in this room who can attest to the strength and the power of Jesus coming by faith into their souls and bringing deliverance. Have you the assurance that the Lord Jesus went into death for you; delivered up Himself for you; gave His all for you in order to secure you for Himself? What a Warrior Jesus is!—the Lion of the tribe of Judah who turned not aside for any. One’s desire is that we might have a deeper sense of the great Victor, the great Overcomer, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who He is. Do you know Him by faith in 

your; soul? Do you really know Jesus as the great Overcomer, the One who overcame in order that we might live, and in order that the counsels and the purposes of God might be secured? Shammah was a great warrior; our brother was a warrior for the truth; but Jesus is incomparably mightiest of all. What a Victor is Jesus! 

May a sense of His victory over death and the grave and all the forces of the enemy be known in power and reality in a greater way in all our souls, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 23:8 (JND) [8] These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Joseb-Bassebeth, Tachkemonite the chief of the captains: he was Adino the Eznite; he [fought] against eight hundred, slain [by him] at one time.



“THEIR WORKS FOLLOW WITH THEM”

J. A. Petersen 

Revelation 14: 12, 13 

This passage was used by Mr. Hoyte more than twenty-seven years ago at the burial of beloved Mr. Taylor. I thought it right to bring this scripture before the brethren as having a bearing on this occasion. We have heard earlier in this meeting as to the word of the Spirit and in Revelation 14 we have, “Yea, saith the Spirit”. It is of importance that the Spirit Himself comes into a matter amongst us, such as our brother’s departure, by way of confirmation. In the time in which our brother has served us, especially in this area, the Spirit has confirmed the stand taken by brethren in this city during the last ten years. The Lord has a right to take our brother and the voice comes from heaven (we are not told whose voice it is) saying, “Blessed the dead who die in, the Lord from henceforth”. Note the expression “who die in the Lord”. The ‘in Lord’ position continues to the last moment of the believer’s life, 

and it is a great issue whether we will be subject to the end. Than the Spirit’s voice is heard, 

“Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them”. Beloved brethren, how does that work out? 

Mention has been made of our brother’s ministry on this passage at Mr. Taylor’s burial, and I believe he was in the good of what he said at that time. Our brother’s works continued during the last twenty-seven years as he sought to maintain, and be in the good of, the precious ministries we have had. That is a great test just now whether we can all say that we are continuing in the works of those who have gone before—“for their works follow with them”. 

Those who have gone before have died “in the Lord” and the blessed Spirit is owning their works now in view of our entering into the matter. I see in some the readiness to continue the works which were manifestly of the Spirit of God in the service of our brother in this city. 

Works are not on the bookshelves; they are in the saints; “Good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them”, Ephesians 2: 10. The Lord Jesus set them out and they have been finished in that sense. 

I believe that, the Lord having taken our brother, the Spirit has come into the matter and into this occasion. “Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours”. We would not want our brother back; he is at rest from his labours. His concerns and sorrows were known to some of us. The scripture read by our dear brother at the first is what Mr. Hoyte said to me some time back, ‘It is a day when we each have to see to ourselves’. Noah, Daniel, and Job could but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. So it comes down to us, that we must be right ourselves. It is not that Noah did not fail, or Job, 

but that they could deliver their own souls. Now that is what Mr. Hoyte said, and I never forgot it. Things come down to you and me and the thing is whether we will continue in the work that our brother has set out in this city; what I may say in a certain sense represents the church militant. Mr. Taylor used that expression and there is that side in the testimony. As our brother has just said, the Lord Jesus went into death as a Man of war. 

And there is something else—He is coming for us, according to what Paul says, at the last trumpet (1 Corinthians 15: 52). That is a military expression, relating to the marching order of the Roman army, to show that the Lord Jesus will come in power. He will raise the dead in Christ first, then we the living shall be changed and we shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4: 17). That will be a military operation, the last trump. 

Now we have a trumpet sounding in the prophetic word (1 Corinthians 14: 8); but the last trumpet relates to His reversing the whole matter of death in regard to those who love Him. 

He will do it in power, linking with “the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”, 2 Peter 1: 16. He will also inaugurate the world to come in power, and we need to have a sense at this time that the Lord Jesus is “marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead”, Romans 1: 4. There is none like Him. Great as were the three men just mentioned, none can have to say to death like Him; He will have to say to our brother and he will answer His call! As Job says, “Thou wouldest call, and I would answer thee”, Job 14: 15. So when the Lord calls, our brother will be raised. 

In the meantime, beloved, He is calling you and me to fill out these works that have come to us; they are not on the bookshelves but are seen by the 

Spirit’s power in the believer. The word, “Go thy way, Daniel” (Daniel 12: 9), shows that he was trustworthy. We have not always been that, but it is a time of recovery when God would say to every one of us, ‘You will save yourself by your own righteousness’. This is not related to imputed and eternal righteousness and salvation, which we have through the work of redemption, it relates to practical salvation in the vessel of testimony now. So, beloved, much departure has been because we have not been in the good of the ministries of the revival. The Spirit has called attention to the great truth of Christ and the assembly and union with Christ, and has called attention to the gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and that involves the assembly, it involves what Christ loves. He not only loves you and me—as Paul says, “who has loved me and given himself for me” (Galatians 2: 20)—but He loves His assembly. If we are to fill out these works then we must love the assembly, love it in New York, love it in my locality, and love it in every locality, because the Lord loves it and He is related to each assembly. 

I believe the Spirit has come into this meeting to confirm that our brother has died “in the Lord” and that the Spirit has come into this matter and says, “Yea, saith the Spirit”. The Spirit thus is free here at this time, which is a tribute I believe to the faithfulness of our brother and the faithfulness of the brethren in this city. “Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them”. May it be so, as we sometimes sing— 

‘That we, who have their teaching stored 

Within our hearts, may now step forth 

To fill the ranks with heav’nly worth’ (Hymn 424) 

That is really the burden of one’s heart at this time, that we may go on with the work and be 

available to the Lord in this connection in this city and in every place where He has put His name, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. E. E. Hoyte, Brooklyn, N.Y.
16 July 1980 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 14:12-13 (JND) [12] Here is the endurance of the saints, who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. [13] And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in [the] Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them.

Revelation 14 (JND) [1] And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing upon mount Zion, and with him a hundred [and] forty-four thousand, having his name and the name of his Father written upon their foreheads. [2] And I heard a voice out of the heaven as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of great thunder. And the voice which I heard [was] as of harp-singers harping with their harps; [3] and they sing a new song before the throne, and before the four living creatures and the elders. And no one could learn that song save the hundred [and] forty-four thousand who were bought from the earth. …

Ephesians 2:10 (JND) [10] For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them.

1 Corinthians 15:52 (JND) [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 14:8 (JND) [8] For also, if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself for war?

2 Peter 1:16 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty.

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Job 14:15 (JND) [15] Thou wouldest call, and I would answer thee; thou wouldest have a desire after the work of thy hands.

Daniel 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for these words are closed and sealed till the time of the end.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.



WHAT NEVER FAILS

E. F. Woodford 

1 Kings 17: 10–14; Lamentations 3: 22–24; 

1 Corinthians 13: 8 (“Love never fails”); Luke 22: 31, 32 

The sentence in Corinthians gives the clue to what I want to speak about—that is, what never fails, and the last scripture gives us what should not fail. I am trusting that the Lord will just bring home to us the value of what never fails. It is a tremendous asset in these days, when everything around is marked by failure, to know something that never fails. I suppose that you believe that there is that which never fails. It does not matter what the circumstances are, it does not matter what the opposition is, there are certain things that never fail. 

I read in Kings particularly to refer to the presence of the Spirit. We have been reminded locally recently that we ought to value the Spirit more. This has been said often, and it is still true, that we need to value the Spirit more. The brother who referred to it said that although it is right that response to the Spirit at the Supper is the least extended part, that portion should be particularly feeling and sweet. 

We read here of a very pathetic scene relating to a poor widow. I feel particularly towards widows as those who have had help. If you have never had help you do not really miss it. As a brother said when commenting on the happy spirit of some he had met in terrible poverty, ‘They have never known anything else’, and therefore to them it is not the same as if somebody came along and took away all that we have, and put you or me in that position. So a married woman has a companion. If he is taken away and she becomes a widow it is a very real thing. But this poor soul had come to the end of everything. She was going to die. The Lord knows the circumstances and feelings of every one. Maybe you have been at some time so near to giving up that you have said, ‘Spiritually, I am going to die. I will just gather two sticks, I will just do something I know I can do, and we will eat and die’. But she had certain things in the house, and Elijah comes to bring out the value of what she had. I think there is always a tendency not to value sufficiently what we have, which may lead us to covet what another has. That is an awful bane amongst men. It is the root of trade union activity; it is the root of most sorrows amongst men, and it can be a trouble amongst us. But let us value, beloved brethren, what we have, because you have that which no one else has. God has seen to it in His sovereignty that He has given to you things that are in no one else, and this brings out how needful it is to use what we have for the service of the Lord. 

But I was speaking about the Spirit. This woman had certain things, and she was ready to do certain things. She had water, and she valued that. Elijah said, “Fetch me ... a little water”, and she went to fetch it. There are certain things that we are ready to do. But then he tests her further. He says, “Bring me … a morsel of bread in thy hand”. This brings out where she really was. She said, “As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse”. Thank God she valued to some extent that oil in the cruse. It was available; I think that is the idea of it being there in a cruse. It was available but she said it was little. This is what we feel sometimes. We know the Spirit is here; we know He is in us, but we may rarely refer to Him, rarely rely on Him. Beloved brother or sister, I am echoing what I know has been in myself, the lack of reliance on the One who is so great in Himself. 

The widow might have been more reliant on the supply of oil if Elijah had left a tankful, but it remains in a cruse, and it is not going to fail. That supply of the Spirit, beloved brethren, is never going to fail! Is not that good? Are you going to rely on the Spirit a little more? Am I? I am sure that God would have us rely more on the Spirit. He is going to remain here all the time that you and I are here. Every moment of every day He is available to you and me. Oh, let us not restrict or hinder the operations of the Spirit, for He longs to serve and be at liberty amongst us. His part in every meeting is absolutely essential. What is the meeting going to be like if we make no room for the Spirit in it? What is your life, and mine, going to be like if we put on one side the Spirit? We should be thankful that the Spirit will never leave us. If you have the Spirit He will never leave you, but you can hinder Him. That is very searching, that it is possible to grieve the Spirit, but He will never leave you, never! So may we use the Spirit more, because He will never fail, and if we allow the Spirit to control and influence us, we shall not fail either. I do not think it is a time for failure amongst the saints. Failure in the world? Yes, it is a time today of failure there, but it is the time of the operations of the Spirit, so that we should go through until the end. 

Let us go on to Lamentations, because here is a prophet, Jeremiah, who lived in a very dark day, when he had to put up with far more than you or I will probably ever experience. Think of a man being let down into a pit so that he sank in the mire (see Jeremiah 38). Think of the suffering that man had to go through, the ignominy and the shame. It is a man like that who wrote this. It is worth listening to, is it not, when a man who had such experiences can say something about Jehovah’s compassions failing not? Did you think like that, Jeremiah, at the bottom of the pit? He would say, ‘I think that now’. What is our daily appreciation of God’s compassions? So Jeremiah says, “Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul”—I think he would come to that in a feeling way. “Therefore will I hope in him”. I think that was the result of appreciating the compassions of God. Jeremiah comes to it that his hope is in Him. 

I wanted to refer to the Lord’s compassions because they are very touching. The Lord when He was here was very interested in persons who had faith. I was noticing that He speaks to individuals and He refers to the greatness of their faith, but He also speaks of little faith. But when He speaks of little faith it is, apart from Peter in Matthew’s gospel, always to a company. I think He spares the individual, and would make something of the faith that is in the individual. But then the Lord had something else, He had compassion. I do not want to go into detail, but to bring out this point of the compassions of Jesus towards persons here. How well He understood every detail. Beloved brother and sister, He knows every detail about you, every suffering. You may say, and it may be right, that others do not understand you, but you can never say that the Lord does not understand you. The Lord Jesus not only understands you, but He is compassionate towards you. He wants to help you. He wants to provide for you. But more than that, He wants to be to you what no one else can ever be. There is no one like Him! His compassions fail not, never! 

Just a word on the love which never fails. If we have not some appreciation of what never fails I think it will become a question as to whether there is going to be breakdown when the test comes. But Corinthians refers to love never failing. It brings out that other things are going to cease, but there is something that is going through. As was said in the reading, it goes through to eternity. It will never cease! Loves goes through to eternity; it is the nature of God Himself. But what about the expression of it? Can we say, beloved brethren, that love never fails? You may well say, ‘I have tried it. I have tried showing him love and it fails, it has no effect upon him’. That is not because the love has failed. Love never fails. Beloved, go on loving! You may think that it is not having any effect, but what was said in the reading was good—that we sometimes go back years and appreciate as we did not at the time the love that was expended upon us. 

Oh what a Lover is the Shepherd! I think that the love of the Shepherd is more to you now than when you first knew it. The sense of it increases, and certainly it never fails. May that be an encouragement to us to go on, not only loving Him, but what is more testing, loving one another. It does not say, ‘Love answering to love never fails’. That is easy, is it not? But we are to go on loving when the conditions are difficult, knowing that love never fails! Oh I feel the exercise of this, but it is true. Go on loving and eventually it will find its fruit. It may not have the same effect that you expected, but love should not really expect anything. Love does not do things because of what it is going to get, does it? Maybe you have thought that if you love him enough then he will do something. But I do not think that is true love. Love does something expecting nothing. But go on loving and you will find the fruit in due time, because Jesus has taken account of it. Oh what is treasured up in heaven of the love of the saints! There are the sorrows of the saints; the tears have been treasured up in a bottle (see Psalm 56: 8) and I believe the love that has been expended by the saints is never forgotten. 

In Luke 22 we have a man who had expressed his love, Peter. Peter had such love for Christ that I think he really meant what he said, though he was saying it with his natural mind, that he was ready to die for Him. Peter loved the Lord. But Satan demanded to sift the disciples. 

This is not a sifting in the same way as the sifting of God. God tested Abraham. God has a right to do this, and He sometimes tests us. God is sovereign and He has a purpose in His testing. But Satan wanted to sift Peter, really to show what a poor mortal man he was. Satan sometimes wants to do that with us. He will say, ‘You poor thing, what good are you in the testimony? What good is that small locality in the testimony?’ And what do we say? Are we going to go under? Satan is very cruel in his efforts against people who want to go on with the truth. But Jesus had this matter in hand. He said, “I have besought for thee”. I think that is a wonderful thing. 

Jesus had prayed for Peter. Think of His service, beloved, in glory at the present moment. He is there serving, in the same way praying for us, that our faith fail not. “I have besought for thee”—what strong language that is! “I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not”. I would suggest that the Lord has besought for you, and me too, that our faith fail not. He would strengthen it at this time, but then He goes on, because it may be we do fail. We have all had to say that we are amongst those who have failed. We feel it, but we go on. It is right that we should feel it; let us not forget that either. 

That is a profitable part of history, if held rightly, that we have failed. But you must add this too, “When once thou hast been restored”. What a thing it is to be restored! You did not restore yourself, you were restored. Now you have to do something—“Confirm thy brethren”. When faith is active then you can confirm your brethren. You cannot confirm them otherwise. 

May it be that the Lord exercises us all, both locally and individually, that these features are more prominent within us so that there will be a greater yield to divine Persons, even in times which are marked by testing. Do not forget the word that in the last days difficult times shall be there. We should not really be surprised at difficult times because it is a mark of the last days, and that is what we are in now. But it is in these very days that faith and hope can shine, and there is more room than ever for love to flow. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cardiff
22 March 1980 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 17:10-14 (JND) [10] And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. [11] And she went to fetch [it], and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. [12] And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. [14] For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth!

Lamentations 3:22-24 (JND) [22] It is of Jehovah's loving-kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; [23] they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. [24] Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

Luke 22:31-32 (JND) [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat; [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren.

Jeremiah 38 (JND) [1] And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchijah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying, [2] Thus saith Jehovah: He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence; but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; and he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. [3] Thus saith Jehovah: This city shall certainly be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, and he shall take it. …

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …



RESUSCITATION

L. McFarlane 

2 Kings 4: 8–16, 18–22, 25, 26, 32–37; Acts 20: 9–12 

I desire, dear brethren, to speak of resuscitation, the power to cause one to revive. We had a helpful word at our last ministry meeting as to revival relating to an old man, Jacob, in Genesis 45, how Jacob became revived as he heard the good news as to Joseph his son—“Joseph is still alive”—and saw the waggons that were sent for him. It says, “the spirit of Jacob ... revived”. It is a great thing to know that Jesus is alive; dear young people, seek to have a link with the Man out of death, Jesus. Jacob became energized in his old age. In faith he went to Beer-sheba, and from there he went down to Egypt to Joseph. 

On this occasion I am thinking of our young people in this city and the nearby meeting in New Jersey. What led my thoughts in this direction relates to the year 1970, when there was generally a spirit of revival amongst the brethren and besides that we had a fine number of young people with us. Alas, we would have to confess we have lost many. I speak as feeling this matter and having been affected by it. The urge at this time is that we might be helped to hold on to those within our range; we trust the Lord will help us to resuscitate them. I am sure we would agree that help is needed in these difficult days. This section of Scripture should afford us help as to how we can find, so to speak, common ground with the young. 

The first scripture read refers to this wealthy woman. It has been said she is morally the widow woman in the earlier part of the chapter who was about to die, and her sons too. She was in debt, but by the help of the prophetic word she was awakened to what was in the house, typically the Spirit. We need to make room for the Spirit in our households and assemblywise. The widow did that, she used the Spirit. 

She had said, “Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil” (2 Kings 4: 2). The Lord would freshly call our attention to the Spirit. Speaking about helping young people, I do not think it can be effected on natural lines; that too we have tried; but it will not last; their joy will run out. 

The Shunammite is referred to as a wealthy woman, and the things we are speaking of require spiritual wealth. This wealthy sister is concerned not just for her own interests, she is considering also for the testimony, and there is need for stimulation with us as to putting the testimony first. It is good when we come to that, so that all our resources are available to the testimony and its furtherance. This woman is exercised as to the man of God and providing conditions where he can be restful. The details as to this small upper chamber are remarkable and I would like to raise the question with myself and with my brethren, is there anything with us that answers to these exercises—that is, not just my own ease and comfort, but is there the desire to provide these local conditions? The furnishings are to be noted—a small upper chamber with walls, a bed, a table, a seat, and a lampstand. We are to note the humble setting, which would bring the matter down to each of us. We can go over the history of this city in which we live, and it is right that we should. Someone came into it at the beginning of this century, a young man, and he moved on this principle, putting the testimony first. This city has been used of God outstandingly, largely the result of one who provided these conditions. 

I desire to be affected by this example and would love to be able to give a lead on this line, and I would encourage all to be thinking of the Lord and the testimony in view of the generation to follow. 

God gave increase to the household. Elisha says, “at this appointed time, when thy term is come, thou shalt embrace a son”. God delights to bless us, even in our earthly circumstances, but we need to know how to give them back to God in the waters of baptism. So it says the child went out to the reapers with his father—he was at meetings and externally seemed all right, but the day came when he cried, “My head, my head!” His father says, “Carry him to his mother”, suggesting the assembly, for these matters belong to the assembly; but he died at noon. I revert to what was said as to the need of the upper chamber locally. In one’s own experience I recall as a young man households in the locality in which I was where those of us who were younger could turn in at any time with our problems. Older brethren were always available to give counsel. Some of the most intimate matters were taken up in a godly way; there was confidence in the elder ones; they were persons in whom you could confide. 

The mother went up and laid the child on the bed of the man of God and shut the door. These matters are to be more on our hearts, the need of life in our young, not just a mental grasp of the truth. God delights in the freshness of youth with us all and is able to do this even in young hearts; there is abundant evidence of this in the Scriptures. Elisha had to go himself to the dead child; his staff in the hands of Gehazi accomplished nothing, reminding us that more than experience is needed. One would not belittle experience; we are thankful for our elders, nevertheless we are to learn from Elisha, how he went up and lay upon the child, his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, his hands upon his hands, and bent over him. We need to get down; I am saying these things to myself, and it has come to one that when the Lord gives a word for the brethren He intends it to affect the one through whom the word comes; as we allow the penetrating character of the word to search us I feel the brethren will get the gain of it; it is sharper than any two-edged sword. 

This matter involved a great deal of exercise with Elisha. What a great servant he was! True greatness, as Mr. Darby said, finds expression in being able to go down—showing the need of compression. This reminds me of Saul being let down by the brethren in a basket (Acts 9: 25)—what compression! It says the flesh of the child grew warm, and then the lad sneezed seven times. There is now ample evidence of life; the matter has been completed, as seven would suggest; so he is given to his mother. We are to have what is potential in mind that these lads may become sons. 

In the next scripture we have Paul, the Elisha of the New Testament, one with a double portion of the spirit of the ascended Man. It impressed me reading these sections to see the Spirit of Christ finding expression in these men in their descending attitude. Paul shone as one who was able for whatever circumstances the testimony was found in, whether it be in the shipwreck, in prison, or testifying before the authorities. Here he is at Troas, and it says there were many lights in the upper room where they were assembled. This section would bring up the need of sensitivity as to the current state in our gatherings. It is evident that the prolonged discourse was getting at the state locally, so it says there was a certain youth sitting at the window-opening. We have some young ones here with us this morning, and are thankful for their interest. Eutychus might have been brought to the meeting by his parents, but his thoughts were evidently on what was outside. He was overpowered by sleep, and fell from the third storey to the bottom and was taken up dead. I would, like in closing to draw attention to the skill and grace of the servant—“But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding him in his arms, said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him”. Here is expressed true fatherly affection in Paul; he discerned that there was something in the boy. So if there be only two legs or a piece of an ear (Amos 3: 12) let us seek the needed grace to hold on to our young. May the Lord encourage us to do so, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
25 October 1980




Scripture references

2 Kings 4:8-37 (JND) [8] And it came to pass on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a wealthy woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, [that] as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. [9] And she said to her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us continually. [10] Let us make, I pray thee, a small upper chamber with walls, and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a seat, and a lampstand; and it shall be when he cometh to us, he shall turn in thither. [11] And it came to pass on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the upper chamber, and lay there. [12] And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And he called her, and she stood before him. [13] And he said to him, Say now to her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she said, I dwell among mine own people. [14] And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi said, Verily, she has no son, and her husband is old. [15] And he said, Call her; and he called her; and she stood in the doorway. [16] And he said, At this appointed time, when thy term is come, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, No, my lord, man of God, do not lie to thy handmaid. [17] And the woman conceived, and bore a son at that appointed time in the next year as Elisha had said to her. [18] And the child grew, and it came to pass one day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. [19] And he said to his father, My head, my head! And he said to the servant, Carry him to his mother. …

Acts 20:9-12 (JND) [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Genesis 45 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. …

2 Kings 4:2 (JND) [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil.

Acts 9:25 (JND) [25] but the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket.

Amos 3:12 (JND) [12] Thus saith Jehovah: Like as the shepherd rescueth out of the jaw of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be rescued that sit in Samaria in the corner of a couch, and upon the damask of a bed.



EXTRACTS





There is, I think, a double judgment of God indicated. We find, first, the judgment of God as to responsibility where we are, and then, the judgment of God as to what can approach Him where He is, and as He is. Both are His judgments, but it is just the difference between the brass and the gold. The brazen altar was judgment as regards the responsibility of man where he was; he had to bring a sin-offering, and meet God according to his responsibility and failure in it. But the cherubim on the mercy-seat were all of gold, and that was approaching God according to what He was in Himself ... Just as the sinner comes to the brazen altar where the question of his previous responsibility is met, but he is not really clear and settled in his soul until he has passed right within the veil. 

We cannot have the full value of righteousness unless we have to do with the gold, that is to say, unless we can walk in the light as God is in the light. I cannot now have merely my responsibility as a man met, I must go further than this. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes and Jottings’, pp.364, 365) 

Things must be stated clearly. To speak of the truth of the assembly is not pretension or assumption! No, the Lord never did sustain pretension. To say He does not is nothing peculiar to the present moment, for He never did; but I cannot conceive of the Lord giving up the truth of His assembly, I mean in the sense of having the truth of it maintained down here in testimony to the end. 

J. Pellatt (‘Closing Ministry’, p.132) 

I think the effect of Paul’s ministry was to put everything in connection with Christ in glory, but then I think all that came out in Paul’s public ministry had been previously spoken of by the Lord when He was on earth. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol.5, p.325) 

A brother has drawn our attention to the fact that the word by Mr. J. N. Darby, quoted from earlier periodicals in our February issue, is printed in ‘The Collected Writings’ (New Series only) Volume 32, p.407, entitled ‘Letter on Apostasy’. 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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