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FROM GLORY TO GLORY

2 Corinthians 3:18;  4:16-18;  Matthew 11:28-30 ;  

John 1:14;  1 Peter 4:14

I want to speak about these verses in Corinthians, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed”.  I wonder how much that is going on.  We know that we will be transformed at the rapture, we shall take on new bodies, but I think that the setting of this scripture is that we are being transformed now, “from glory to glory”.  It means that there is no going back; it is an onward, upward, precious way, “looking on the glory of the Lord”.  What an object to have!  We are apt to think of looking at Jesus as He is in heaven very abstractly, but I have read these passages to suggest that it is something that is taking place now.  It is not only what we will be.  In one sense, what we will be is dependent on what we are now; our place when the Lord comes in His appearing will be very much dependent on what we are now.  That is seen in the parables of the men that were given something.  One wrapped it in a towel (Luke 19:20) but the Lord says to others, “Well done, thou good bondman; because thou hast been faithful in that which is least, be thou in authority over ten cities”, Luke 19:17.  So the transformation is now; something is being formed now.  The word “transformed”, as it says in the footnote (note ‘e’), means that there is no going back.  We have been taught that it is like the butterfly; it changes from something very unseemly into something beautiful and it never goes back.  There in its beauty and the colour of its wings and the way it flies, it is entirely changed; that is like “looking on the glory of the Lord”.

I read in Matthew, “Take my yoke upon you”; that is where we learn it, by taking the yoke.  It says of Enoch that he “walked with God” (Gen.5:22); he was in the yoke.  He would have had plenty of family concerns, he had children with all the day-to-day concerns which that involves, but it says “And Enoch walked with God”.  It does not say that God walked with him.  No doubt that happened, but the way it is put is that he “walked with God”; God was in the lead.  I feel for myself that I am very conscious of asking God to walk with me.  We make plans for holidays and other things in the future, and then we ask God to help us about them, but that is not what Enoch did.  He walked with God; God was in the lead.  There was a brother here who once was giving a word on Enoch in the local meeting, and he said that it was as if Enoch walked with God, and one day God said ‘You do not need to go back, just keep with me’.  He was so near to Him, he “walked with God”.  Enoch was in principle in the yoke.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”; we can learn many things of Him and that is right, but here the Lord Jesus says “learn from me”.  In a yoke you cannot go anywhere else.  You cannot be in two yokes; that would be confusion.  That is what we are facing in many ways, but in the yoke there is no confusion.

‘That way is upward still,

   Where life and glory are’.    (Hymn 12)

That is in the yoke, where the Lord is going and He leads us in.  It says that we “are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”.  Our sins are forgiven, we know the Redeemer and His wonderful grace and love towards us.  That is one transformation and one step on the way, but “from glory to glory” is something that is going on day by day.  The final glory will be when we will be with Him and we will be like Him, but in the meantime it is “from glory to glory”, week by week.  We are tested about that.  We often say that the Lord comes in at the Supper.  He would leave something to impress our hearts and to change us, but how quickly we go back.  How quickly we return to the routine of life and our own way of living, but this is “from glory to glory”; that is what God is looking for.  It says “even as by the Lord the Spirit”.  He is the Companion, the support and the power; “by the Lord the Spirit”.

That was in principle the power that Enoch knew.  That is the power in the yoke which we have proved.  It says “for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  That is a wonderful transformation.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  There was never another man like that, who could say “I am meek and lowly in heart”.  I think that meekness and lowliness is very much needed, and it is another glory, transforming us from our own ideas and thoughts and wants and goals.  We all have goals, I suppose, but you are transformed from it all.  It says “for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”.  These are beautiful things in God’s sight.  See Him through the gospels; in Pilate’s hall or wherever you like, you see the meekness and lowliness of Jesus.  What a glory to take on!  Whatever troubles we face, whatever exercises we face, I believe the answer is in meekness and lowliness.  A brother once said that he was troubled and he was trying to justify his own ideas about things; he said that there was no way out.  A brother said to him, ’You can always die’.  There is always a way out at the bottom; that is true in life too.  You may aspire for great things that are hard to attain, but there is always a way out at the bottom.  That is the meekness and lowliness of the One who was “meek and lowly in heart”.  It means the end to ambitions and zeal of human nature and life.  The Lord says “ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  

That is what Paul is also saying to the Corinthians; “Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed …”.  We do not tire in the yoke and we are encouraged day by day, “yet the inward is renewed day by day”.  Think of Paul speaking about “our momentary and light affliction”! He had been in a shipwreck, a man who was imprisoned for years, a man who was maligned.  He had “received forty stripes, save one”, 2 Cor.11:24.  Here he writes about “our momentary and light affliction”.  That is what you learn in the yoke; is that not a glory?  There it was in Stephen; what a glory shone in his face as he was stoned and saying “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”, Acts 7:60.  What a glory that must have been.  He took on glory, lifted up his eyes to heaven, another good thing to do; “he saw the glory of God, and Jesus”, Acts 7:55.  He saw the One who had finished the race.  So Paul says “our momentary and light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”.  I used to wonder about that reference to a weight of glory; it is showing the value of it, the quality of it.  It is an “eternal weight of glory”.

John saw it too; he says “we have contemplated his glory”.  That is in addition to being in the yoke; you are contemplating.  John writes, “(and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth”; that is another feature of taking on glory.  There was never a man like that before.  It says that Jesus was “full of grace and truth” and “for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace.  For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”.  Mr Darby’s footnote to that section is very beautiful.  It says that the commencement of grace and truth in Jesus ‘supposes its continuance’ (John 1:17 note ‘e’).  It is continued in persons who are contemplating the Lord’s glory.  That is a transformation, a transformation to something solid – grace and truth.  That is a wonderful feature; it is a glory of divine grace shining in persons.  “For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”.  May we take on these features, dear brethren; lowliness and meekness and grace.  These are features that connect with the passage I read in Corinthians about being transformed “even as by the Lord the Spirit”.  It shows the power the Spirit has to do such great things.

Where I read in 1 Peter 4, it says “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”.  That is another way of taking on glory – the reproach of the Christ.  It reminds me of Ruth; in principle she took on the reproach of the Christ.  She said “for whither thou goest I will go” and “where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”, Ruth 1:16,17.  She was, as it were, taking on glory, the reproach of the Christ.  I have seen that in many of our brethren.  You see it in the martyrs, you see it in some of these persons who are suffering today, the reproach of the Christ and it says “blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”.  What a beautiful suggestion it is, dear brethren, to be taking on glory and to be exercised about it that there may be some change in our lives, that there is something divinely formed.  We will finish up in glory.

It speaks in Revelation 21; “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.  And he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” (v.10).  What an end!  This page in Revelation is very beautiful; there are seven references to the Lamb in it.  That is a feature of glory.  You get the lion and other things in national emblems, but what nation has a lamb as an emblem?  So here is this city coming down, having taken on glory.  It has been said it is reflected, but it is substantial.  It says “Her shining was like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone”, Rev.21:11.

May we be encouraged, dear brethren.  We will finish in glory, but it is being formed now, it is being taken on now and it helps us to rise above the confusion and the exercises and the problems of the day.  Here is the end; “coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God”.  May we be encouraged and exercised to take it on.

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

17 November 2015

R Taylor 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Luke 19:20 (JND) [20] And another came, saying, [My] Lord, lo, [there is] thy mina, which I have kept laid up in a towel.

Luke 19:17 (JND) [17] And he said to him, Well [done], thou good bondman; because thou hast been faithful in that which is least, be thou in authority over ten cities.

Genesis 5:22 (JND) [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.

2 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] From the Jews five times have I received forty [stripes], save one.

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 7:55 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin, [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will. [3] For the time past [is] sufficient [for us] to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-drinking, revels, drinkings, and unhallowed idolatries. …

Ruth 1:16-17 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:11 (JND) [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone;



GOD’S BOUNTY DISPENSED

Luke 14:15-24;  Matthew 22:1-14

I have read these scriptures because I have been greatly impressed with the way that God supplies His people – indeed, humanity; and the grace in which that is undertaken.  The more I think about my own history and my own condition, the more I see the need for that grace, and the more humble I feel about the lack of any merit or worthiness for any of the blessings which God has put within my reach.  Maybe many of us here have come to that too, but I think it would be good if we all felt like that.  It would give more room for God and it would tend to exclude the flesh, not only from our thoughts but from the enjoyment of fellowship, if we were more humble and appreciative of the circumstances in which God has chosen to bless us.

We referred in the reading to the possibility of increasing in our knowledge of God.  The knowledge of God does not come by investigation, or searching; the knowledge of God comes by revelation.  What we know of God is what God has revealed to us.  We know as we read the history in Scripture that, over the course of time, God has revealed Himself in different ways.  I do not go into that, but any student of the Bible will know that.  Blessedly, in this time in which we as believers are, He has revealed Himself in Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the fullest revelation there will ever be of God!  It has come to Christian believers.  It is not because we are better than those who knew God in previous times, but in the bounty of His grace.  We call the way in which God has so revealed Himself ‘the Trinity’; it is not a word we find in scripture, but that is what we mean.  We also use the word ‘economy’.  I once asked my father if the Trinity and the ‘economy’ were the same thing, and his answer was, ‘No, the economy includes us’.  That was a very simple statement to make and it has taken me a long time to understand it, but it is true that what we speak of as ‘the economy’ includes us.  The idea of an economy conveys to me not simply that God has chosen to make Himself known in a particular way, but in making Himself known He has also set Himself among His people in a relationship with them.  How gracious that is of God, when you consider the failures among those that He has taken up in that way.  Consider for example the children of Israel, and the condition in which they were when God took His place among them: “I will dwell among them, and walk among them”, 2 Cor.6:16.  What an economy that was; all the grace and all the blessing needed to make that relationship a reality, supplied by God Himself.  

As God has revealed Himself in those different ways, and as God’s relationships with His people have developed to reflect the way in which He Himself was known, we have what we refer to as ‘dispensations’.  A dispensing is a giving, and what we mean by that expression is simply that, when God takes His place among His people, He gives them all the resource and favour and blessing and privilege that is needed to make that relationship work.  What a wonderful thing it is that God should, in the declaration of who He is, bring out of the bounty of His heavenly store all the favour and blessing that is needed to make His relationship with us work, and to manifest Himself in the process as a Giver.  He loves cheerful givers, (2 Cor.9:7); because He is one Himself!  It is a feature of the divine nature that giving should be cheerful and we see it in the way that God Himself has come out.

We have just started reading the book of Genesis in our local readings.  When you read Genesis 1, you see a summary of the history of creation, and the Creator is referred to in chapter Genesis 1 as “God”; there is the use of that supreme but blessed name of God.  In chapter 2, we move on from the creation to man’s history, and the name ascribed to God changes.  It says that Jehovah Elohim did certain things, beginning with the forming of man out of the dust.  Now, we do not get the idea of God declaring His Name until we come to Abraham (Gen.17:1).  Then we have the declaration of the name of Jehovah to Moses (Exod.6:3), although Moses uses that name throughout the book of Genesis, as knowing Him in that way.  What Moses thus indicates is that, in taking up man, God moved into a relationship with him, which proved to be a very difficult relationship.  

Think of that in relation to your soul history, and the journey that your life will comprise, that God was with Adam all the way.  He made Himself known to Adam before he fell into sin, and He did not leave him when he fell into sin.  He made provision for him; “Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them”, Gen.3:21.  Now you will find when you look at those chapters that, when Satan enters into the story, he denies that relationship.  He said, “Is it even so, that God has said…” (Gen. 3:1); Satan is not said to have used any name of relationship.  He is driving a wedge between God and His creature as he has always done.  But God in faithful patience continues in His commitment and in the relationship that He had established with man and He resources that relationship.  First, “Jehovah Elohim planted a garden in Eden eastward” (Gen.2:8), and then when Adam falls into sin, He provides the coats of skin.  What a precious thing that is.  Faced with such an awful calamity that seemed to threaten even the possibility of the moral and spiritual relationship that He sought, God out of His great resource finds what can be given, an innocent life even, in order that there might be a basis on which He can continue in His relationship with man.  It has been said that the coats of skin meant that He no longer had to look at the nakedness of sinful flesh, but He could now look on the perfection of His own work, and Adam was clothed with it.  What a God we have!

Now if you read through the history, with one generation succeeding another, a further thing you will find is that it was God’s thought to exalt Christ.  We can see suggestions of that in the dominion that Adam was given in the first chapter of the Bible; it was God’s thought to exalt Christ.  One thing you will find, as you read through the Old Testament, where there are pictures which speak of Christ, is that when someone who is a type of Christ is exalted, God’s people prospered, and the resources that came from God seemed to increase and flow more freely.  So we have for example in Isaac “he became continually greater, until he was very great”, Gen.26:13.  Joseph was ‘a man that caused prosperity’ (Gen.39:2, note ‘e’).  God sent him before His people to preserve life (Gen.45:5).  What was in God’s mind to reveal, not only about Himself but about His bounty and fulness, everything He was going to dispense in His relationship with man, was connected in His mind and in His heart with the exaltation of Christ.  

Look at David, for example: was there ever a golden day in the history of Israel like the reign of king David?  The kingdom expanded to the river Euphrates; imagine all that country included in the promised land!  You might say that it is unimaginable, but these things happened when Israel prospered under someone who spoke to God of Christ, a man after God’s own heart.  Under Solomon, there was no adversary or evil event, everyone dwelt under their vine and under their fig tree (1 Kings 4:25).  Solomon was not able to keep that up, he introduced taxes and other things which made the people bitter and angry, but think of the wealth that seemed to well up among the people of God.  It was all from God’s great store, as David says, “of that which is from thy hand have we given thee”, 1 Chron.29:14.  Think of God providing even the means whereby He could be served, God going on and on with man, one generation succeeding another.  

And then we find in the gospels the journey of His Son through this world; think of the blessing that was brought.  We read of needs that people had that were untouchable.  Think of the testimony to John the baptist, incurable maladies reached by the touch of Christ (Matt.11:5).  Think of Him feeding the five thousand and the four thousand, raising the dead, healing the blind, touching lepers.  You might say that the blessing of God was taking on a wholly new character, reaching closer to the moral needs of man and not just his physical and material needs.  Mr Darby says,

‘Poor man his God to know!’ (Hymn 188).

What a God He is!  A God who, faced with the indifference and hostility of man away from Himself, nevertheless allows one dispensation of blessing to be succeeded by another.

And so we come to the day in which we are, and that brings me to these two scriptures.  I know the scripture in Luke’s gospel has a particular application to the people to whom the Lord Jesus was speaking.  It is addressed to the Jews, and it speaks of how, presented with the dispensation of divine blessing that I have just been speaking about, they chose to excuse themselves from it for different reasons.  There were things that they were happy to occupy themselves with, which they would not share with this Man, including interestingly a marriage, but God’s response is very interesting.  We will look at some of the differences between the two parables I have read; they are not the same parable told in different words, they are different parables, I believe, told on different occasions.  

One of the differences is this, that in Luke’s gospel there is only one bondman, and it has been suggested that it is a reference to the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has come with this testimony that all things are ready and He is behind the testimony to that great truth that is going out now in the gospel.  It is the Spirit’s testimony.  Think how it has been received, or not received.  I remember someone saying once that there has never been a person more sinned against than the Holy Spirit, and here He comes with this invitation to come to a table furnished by God Himself.  It is God’s thought to bless other people.  There is a selflessness about this story in Luke’s gospel, in that God’s purpose as expressed was simply to confer privilege and blessing and enjoyment on other people.  What a heart God has!  It is done in such a selfless way.  And the Holy Spirit has come bearing witness to what God’s heart is full of, what it is all about.  But people made excuses.  Have you made an excuse once or twice?  It is a humbling thing, is it not?  There is no downside to this invitation, there is no ticket or price, there is no condition, there is nothing to lose, and yet we have made excuses; something in our own affairs has claimed priority.  You might not like to think that was true of you, but then we are tested practically, are we not?  The brethren arrange meetings, opportunities to sit at this table and feast on what God Himself has provided, but it may be that my business comes first.  Even at the Supper, it may be that something comes in, some interest that diverts my mind and my affections.  I might get away with the brethren not knowing about it, but my heart is not in what God Himself has provided.

The bondman here refers to the Holy Spirit, and I want you to think for a moment about what the servant did next, what the host asked him to do next.  He went out “quickly into the streets and lanes of the city”, and when that was not enough to satisfy the greatness of the heart of God, he went “into the ways and fences”.  The bondman is not now only commending the benefits of this supper, but compelling people to come in.  I think about myself, where was I found; what grace was it on the Holy Spirit’s part to reach me at all?  You may say that you were brought up in fellowship, you were right on the doorstep of all this; but that was not how I came: the Holy Spirit has compelled me!  And He has done it in wonderful down-stooping grace.  Let us admire, let us adore, the way the Holy Spirit has worked.  Let us just be frank and honest with ourselves.  We were talking at the morning reading about the way Paul placed so much emphasis on this in the epistles.  Take the Ephesians; you might say they were sitting at this supper table.  Every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ had been presented to them, all the counsels of God had been unfolded.  You might say these must be a different kind of people, there must be something special about them.  But Paul says “remember that ye, once nations in the flesh ... were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise”, Eph.2:11,12.  Think of that, “and you, being dead in your offences and sins – in which ye once walked according to the age of this world” (v.1).  These are the lanes and fences, these are the streets of the city; these are the places where the Holy Spirit has gone.  Think of the city of Ephesus, one of the wonders of the ancient classical world, but without a trace of many of the moral values which can still be found where there has been any knowledge of God.  And the Holy Spirit has gone abroad in a city like Ephesus, like Birmingham, like London, compelling people to turn from the corruption and darkness and evil, not only of the city but of their own hearts, and come to what God has prepared.  

What grace it is, beloved!  Scripture speaks for itself about the wonder of the nature of the Holy Spirit’s work.  Think of what Paul says to the Corinthians; he says, “these things were some of you … but ye have been sanctified”, 1 Cor.6:11.  You might ask if it is possible.  Paul says to the Colossians, “you … were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works”, but he adds, “yet now has it reconciled”, Col.1:21.  What a work God has done!  When you read on in Ephesians you come to “a habitation of God in the Spirit” (chap.2:22).  Those who were afar off have been brought nigh; we have access through Christ and by one Spirit, the same people as Paul speaks of in the beginning of the chapter.  They have the same identity, but what a change the Holy Spirit has wrought.  Think of the material that God in His grace and in the working of the Holy Spirit has taken up to use.  I was thinking of the construction of the tabernacle.  It sounds a very wonderful thing and the people were ready to give all that precious material to build a tabernacle.  It had all come out of Egypt, it was not all family heirlooms that they had inherited from the patriarchs; much of the material was Egyptian.  It had passed under the shelter of the blood and through the Red Sea; it was in that sense redeemed and available to God, but think of God proposing to construct a sanctuary out of material like that.  Such is His grace, which we ought to allow to inform all our thoughts about His things.  It was a God who acted in grace like that who has given us access to the things that were in His heart to share with us.

I come to the passage in Matthew’s gospel because it is a bit different.  Now we have a purpose for the feast.  This feast is to honour the king’s son, to honour Christ.  It has a purpose, not just for my blessing – it will be my blessing – but it is to honour Christ.  I was very touched by what we said in the reading, that there was a time when the Lord Jesus at great cost to Himself, in shame and reproach, has honoured God.  He says ““I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17:4.  He says in the psalm, “for thy sake I have borne reproach”, Ps.69:7.  Think of what the Lord Jesus did for the Father’s glory.  He says “I do not seek my own glory”, John 8:50.  What a path of suffering it brought Him into.  Now the tables will be turned and, in the same world where the Lord Jesus upheld the honour and glory of His Father, God proposes that people should come to the wedding feast He has made to honour Christ.  

Are you coming, beloved?  Are you going to come to this wedding feast?  And now the invitations are not in the hands of just one bondman, but many, or some at any rate.  You might be one of them; you could be!  The suggestion is not of preachers only, but of those who have ministered the glory of Christ to His people and the richness and bounty of God’s thoughts connected with that glory.  We have the distinctive favour of having access to a wonderful legacy and current flow of such testimony; there are bondmen.  There have been bondmen during my adult life; hardly any of them are still with us, most of them taken, their journey over, their work complete.  There have been those who recovered us to a proper and due appreciation of the glory of Christ and the need for conditions among His people to be such that He is actually glorified among us; that is the Father’s will.  It says “they made light of it”.  It has been said by some that ministry does not count any more; “they made light of it”.  They made light of the testimony that the Father is going to glorify Christ.  What a dreadful thing to do.  It is a very current question whether I have a thirst for what these bondmen have to say when they bring the tidings that the time is ripe for God to glorify Christ; and that I am expected to be there.  The bondmen go on with their work and they bring in evil and good.  We do not read that about the Spirit’s service, there is no question about the people that the Spirit brings, but this passage is a bit like the net in Matthew 13, it brought up good and worthless (v.47).  There is a variety of people and in a sense it is not for us to judge who might respond to the invitation.  

Then there is this person who did not have a wedding garment.  We often assume that this man is a beggar who came in rags, but it does not say so.  We know how much consideration is given to the way people dress for weddings; whether it is always appropriate to the house of God, I leave.  But people are very occupied, when they get an invitation to a wedding, with the way that they are going to present themselves, and the way that they present themselves expresses what they are and what they are thinking in relation to that wedding.  I am saying that just as an observation on human nature.  So this man might be thought to be someone who had made his own choices about the way he was going to come.  That raises a question about those who minister and those who preach.  Is it made clear that what the wedding garment suggests will be supplied, or is it implied that the advantages and free offer of grace that the King is making may be taken up on my own terms and in a way that allows me to express what I am and what I think and what my rights are?  Is that the way that the invitation might be received by a man like this?  Are the bondmen careful to ensure that that is not what is intended and will not be accepted?  I am not blaming the preacher or the bondman for the way this man came; he was responsible for it, but it raises an exercise that I leave with the brethren about the way in which the gospel is preached among us.  Are we clear that it is not a free gift that anyone can help themselves to on their own terms?  Are we clear that the death of Christ is judgment to the old man, and that God is not accepting anything that Christ died to remove?  It has no place at this feast.  

Would that we had the power and the clarity and the positivity to be able to present God’s Man in this exclusive way, to make Him such an attractive object for the soul that, however proud I might be of what I am and what I have done and where I have been, I am prepared to discard it all.  Paul says, “that I may gain Christ” (Phil.3:8), that I might have Him for my gain, “that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness”.  Would that ministry led us to that end.  Perhaps we should read this parable as if these things were perfectly clearly explained to this man, and yet he made light, when he got the invitation, of the terms on which it was offered and thought he could come on his own terms and in his own way.  He drew attention to himself, whether he meant to or not; that was the effect of the way he came and it was quite foreign to the whole thought of God.  

So that when we speak about the house of God, it is a house that God wishes to be filled, but He wishes it to be filled on His own terms, bearing in mind that the object of giving us a place in boundless grace in that wonderful place is to honour and glorify Christ.

May He bless the word. 

Address at Birmingham

9 January 2016

D.A. Burr

 


Scripture references

Luke 14:15-24 (JND) [15] And one of those that were lying at table with [them], hearing these things, said to him, Blessed [is] he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. [16] And he said to him, A certain man made a great supper and invited many. [17] And he sent his bondman at the hour of supper to say to those who were invited, Come, for already all things are ready. [18] And all began, without exception, to excuse themselves. The first said to him, I have bought land, and I must go out and see it; I pray thee hold me for excused. [19] And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee hold me for excused. [20] And another said, I have married a wife, and on this account I cannot come. [21] And the bondman came up and brought back word of these things to his lord. Then the master of the house, in anger, said to his bondman, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring here the poor and crippled and lame and blind. [22] And the bondman said, Sir, it is done as thou hast commanded, and there is still room. [23] And the lord said to the bondman, Go out into the ways and fences and compel to come in, that my house may be filled; [24] for I say to you, that not one of those men who were invited shall taste of my supper.

Matthew 22:1-14 (JND) [1] And Jesus answering spoke to them again in parables, saying, [2] The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who made a wedding feast for his son, [3] and sent his bondmen to call the persons invited to the wedding feast, and they would not come. [4] Again he sent other bondmen, saying, Say to the persons invited, Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fatted beasts are killed, and all things ready; come to the wedding feast. [5] But they made light of it, and went, one to his own land, and another to his commerce. [6] And the rest, laying hold of his bondmen, ill-treated and slew [them]. [7] And [when] the king [heard of it he] was wroth, and having sent his forces, destroyed those murderers and burned their city. [8] Then he says to his bondmen, The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy; [9] go therefore into the thoroughfares of the highways, and as many as ye shall find invite to the wedding feast. [10] And those bondmen went out into the highways, and brought together all as many as they found, both evil and good; and the wedding feast was furnished with guests. [11] And the king, having gone in to see the guests, beheld there a man not clothed with a wedding garment. [12] And he says to him, [My] friend, how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment? But he was speechless. …

2 Corinthians 6:16 (JND) [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people.

2 Corinthians 9:7 (JND) [7] each according as he is purposed in his heart; not grievingly, or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 17:1 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect.

Exodus 6:3 (JND) [3] And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as the Almighty God; but by my name Jehovah I was not made known to them.

Genesis 3:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Genesis 2:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah Elohim planted a garden in Eden eastward, and there put Man whom he had formed.

Genesis 26:13 (JND) [13] And the man became great, and he became continually greater, until he was very great.

Genesis 39:2 (JND) [2] And Jehovah was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.

Genesis 45:5 (JND) [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life.

1 Kings 4:25 (JND) [25] And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.

1 Chronicles 29:14 (JND) [14] But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer willingly after this manner? for all is of thee, and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee.

Matthew 11:5 (JND) [5] Blind [men] see and lame walk; lepers are cleansed, and deaf hear; and dead are raised, and poor have glad tidings preached to them:

Ephesians 2:11-12 (JND) [11] Wherefore remember that *ye*, once nations in [the] flesh, who [are] called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in [the] flesh done with the hand; [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

1 Corinthians 6:11 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Colossians 1:21 (JND) [21] And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled

Colossians 1:21 (JND) [21] And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled

Colossians 1:21 (JND) [21] And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Psalms 69:7 (JND) [7] Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; confusion hath covered my face.

John 8:50 (JND) [50] But I do not seek my own glory: there is he that seeks and judges.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;



WHAT DIVINE PERSONS ARE DOING

Exodus 3:3-5;  Joshua 5;13-15;

Revelation 1:17,18;  22:16,17

I have in mind, dear brethren, to say a word with regard to the great privilege that is ours through grace of linking on with divine Persons in what they are doing at the present time; and coupled with that there is the thought of suitable behaviour in the presence of God.

Presently we will take our place in glory, and one is peculiarly impressed with the place of intimacy that those who form the assembly will have in relation to divine Persons.  We were reading this afternoon of every family in heaven and earth named of the Father (Eph.3:15).  Who can tell but the Father Himself how many families there are?  Only the Father knows!  He has named every one of them and He will have every family in some sense as the subject of the operations of the Holy Spirit, but there is no other family that will ever have the place of nearness and intimacy with divine Persons which belongs to those who form the assembly.

I believe it will be our privilege, as divinely capacitated, to link on throughout eternity itself with what God is doing.  And then what manner of conduct will mark the personnel of the assembly in that day of glory!  When we take our place in glory, we will know fully how to conduct ourselves in a suitable way in the presence of God.  But we are in the learning time; now is the time for us to learn what is suitable by way of conduct in His presence.

I suppose one of the outstanding features of this day is that we find ourselves, through grace, in the economy into which God has come and in which He is operating.  That is an amazing thing.  Indeed chapter 28 of Matthew tells us that we are brought into the economy by baptism.  For it is baptism “to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”, Matt.28:19.  Just think of being brought into the economy into which divine Persons have come and in that sense, there is never a time when we are outside the presence of God.  So the apostle Peter says: “what ought ye to be in holy conversation”, 2 Pet.3:11.  It is what becomes us, dear brethren, as moving into the economy in which divine Persons are operating themselves.

I have said it is our privilege through grace to link on with God in what He is doing.  I am not thinking now of the grace of God in linking on with us; marvellous grace, linking on with us in the condition in which we are.  “Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same”, Heb.2:14.  Then, as we saw this afternoon, it can be said that “the Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit”, Rom.8:16.  Think of the grace of the blessed Spirit as linking on with us.  What marvellous grace that is!  But now I am thinking of the grace that capacitates the saints to link on with God in what He is doing.  How it would keep us and how it would so humble us to see that all that is going on is the privilege of grace so that we can link on in our part with what divine Persons are doing.

So we come to Moses.  The great matter in the book of Exodus is the deliverance of a people from the influence and power of the world to set them free for the service of God – the service of God publicly in the wilderness as we have in the epistle to the Corinthians, not as in the heavenly sphere.  That requires a people that is completely delivered from every power and influence of the world.

So we find here in Exodus 3 that Moses is in the wilderness; he is looking after the sheep of Jethro and he turns aside to see this great sight.  As he turns aside, God speaks to him in a voice out of the midst of the bush and says “loose thy sandals from off thy feet”, and Moses did so.  Moses finds himself for the first time in the presence of God.  The record shows that Moses had never been in the presence of God before.  Moses is going to learn something through this great experience.  The great matter is this: if there is to be a people delivered from the trammels and influence and power of this world, it requires God to come into it.  Let us learn something here!  Many of us are active in seeking to help the saints and we would like to see all the brethren set free from the influence of the world.  Moses had that desire long before this – indeed it says forty years earlier that he had gone out to see his brethren and it says “And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man…”, Exod.2:12.  He had desires then for the people.  He wanted them free from the world; indeed every godly person has that zeal.  But the point is that Moses turned this way and that way and when he saw there was no man, he smote the Egyptian.  He was premature in his action in smiting the Egyptian because God Himself had not come into the position.  But here the word of God is, “I know their sorrows”.  What a comfort to any here who are passing through sorrows and trials.  God said “I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people” – Israel – “…And I am come down to deliver them”, Exod.3:7,8.  Think of God coming down into the position in view of securing a people for the public service of God.  Then it says that Moses “hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God” (v.6).   What suitable behaviour that was in the presence of God who had come down to deliver His people.

What I am labouring to show is that this matter requires the presence here of One who is God.  It is like where we get the name Emmanuel in Matthew – “God with us” (Matt.1:23).  The angel had said “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins” (v.21); not ‘shall save sinners’ but “his people”.  Oh, how much there is for us to be saved from.  It is Jesus who has come down to deliver us.  It is indeed a marvellous thing that Matthew never records that Jesus went up to heaven, but leaves Him with us “all the days” (Matt.28:20) to deliver us from the trammels of the world.  So you see how this would regulate us in our activities amongst the brethren when worldly influences come in, when worldliness shows itself among the saints.  Let us understand that the deliverance of a people from Egypt is not in the hands of any man.  It is in the hands of God, and so let us simply link on with what He is doing in relation to delivering His people.

Now I come to Joshua.  Here it is not a question of the deliverance of a people from Egypt but it is a question of leading the people into the mind of God for them.  What a realm is opening out before us.  I believe we stand at a juncture in the revival of the truth at which the whole scope of the mind of God for us is opening up.  The glories of divine Persons are being shown to us as they have never done before.  The glory of the Father, the glory of Christ as the One who brings all about, and the glory of the blessed Spirit Himself who conducts us into it all.  That is what is in mind in the earlier part of Joshua.  The door is opened into it:-

‘And see! the Spirit’s power

   Has op’ed the heav’nly door’,

and here in Joshua 5 it is a question of bringing the people into the land:-

‘Has brought us to that favoured hour

   When toil shall all be o’er’            (Hymn 74).

What I want to bring out is that the most spiritual ministry that ever fell on the ears of the people of God is not sufficient to bring them into what is in God’s mind for them.  At the end of Deuteronomy, we get a marvellous ministry from Moses.  What a ministry Moses had and what a minister he was.  He had a ministry direct from God to keep the people, and the minister was in full keeping with his ministry, but that was not sufficient to bring the people in.  Great man though Joshua was, he could not bring the people into it.  Great man though Paul was, he has to say after the expounding of a marvellous ministry to the Ephesians, “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”, Eph.3:14-16.  Dear brethren, it is only the presence of the Holy Spirit who can bring us into what is in the mind of God for us.

So Joshua sees the man with a drawn sword and he says, “Art thou for us, or for our enemies?”.  How often we want God to link on with us in what we are doing.  It may be in ministering the truth, but the important point to see is that we are to link on with God in what He is doing.  This man has been likened to a type of the Spirit.  The test is whether we are going to link on with God in what He is doing.  After we have Christ typically in the book of Joshua as the old corn of the land (Josh.5:11), the captain of Jehovah’s army says “am I now come”.  Surely it was Jehovah who was there because He accepted the worship of Joshua.  No angel in his right orbit would accept worship from any mortal.  I just leave that thought as to the captain of Jehovah’s army with the brethren.  So Joshua worships and the man says, “Loose thy sandal from off thy foot”.  Let us learn that however great we may think we are, man after the flesh can have no standing in the presence of God who is here to conduct the saints into what He has in mind for them.

Now I want to say a short word about John in the book of Revelation.  In the first chapter John sees this great sight – “one like the Son of man” (v.13) – clothed in all His judicial glory in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.  Let us remember that the book of Revelation is written to the seven assemblies; not to the assembly at large but to our local gatherings, as it were.  I believe what is in mind is that every local gathering is to be furnished with the light that is given in a book like this.  Where is the locality that would say we have not got any difficulties?  Well, this is a word for us!  What a sight John had of the judicial glory of Christ as He stood in the midst of the seven candlesticks.  He was the “living one” who became dead and then was “living to the ages of ages”.  The stress here is on the fact that this is the Son of man and He is going to deal with matters in the assemblies.  How often we try to take up matters outside the recognition of this One who has this judicial glory in the midst of the assemblies.

What is John going to do now?  He is the disciple whom Jesus loved – the one who had put his head on Jesus’ breast.  Is he going to do that now?  How unsuitable that would be!  Oh, dear brethren, if any one of us is to help the brethren, this is where we must needs be – at His feet as dead as the judicial glory of Christ is thus shining out!  John is a man who you can always rely on to behave suitably in every circumstance.  Peter is not like that; he says “let us make three tabernacles”, Mark 9:5.  That is unsuitable behaviour in the presence of a divine Person.  I wonder how often we have been guilty of that, but here is John in the presence of the judicial glory of Christ.  The challenge to us tonight is as to whether we can link on with Christ in this judicial character; to deal with matters that would hinder the flow of love in the assemblies.  I leave that for your consideration.

My final word is in the last chapter of Revelation where the “Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  Have we reached that moment now?  Presently the answer will come from heaven and the assembly will be taken to be with Christ.  But it is not the Spirit in the bride who says this; it is “the Spirit and the bride”.  It is the Spirit as a divine Person, and the assembly at the end of her journey divinely capacitated to link on with Him in His speaking.  You will find in Genesis 24 that as the work of God is seen in Rebecca, the servant links himself on with her.  But then the question arises “Wilt thou go with this man?” (v.58).  It is not ‘Wilt thou go to Isaac?’, for every believer will tell you he is going to Jesus.  It is a question now of linking ourselves with the Spirit.  The challenge to our hearts as the glory of the Spirit is brought before us is whether we have the ability to link on with Him.  The day is dawning; soon the true Isaac will come to meet us.  He is looking out and His heart is beating true.  When we reach eternity, every one of us will know how to behave ourselves.  But let us see that, in all our activities among the saints now, we are not bringing in the human mind but are linking on suitably with what divine Persons are doing.
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Scripture references

Exodus 3:3-5 (JND) [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.

Joshua 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when all the kings of the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard that Jehovah had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel, until they had passed over, that their heart melted, and there was no spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel. [2] At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make thee stone-knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. [3] And Joshua made him stone-knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of Araloth. …

Joshua 13 (JND) [1] And Joshua was old, advanced in age, and Jehovah said to him, Thou art old, advanced in age, and there remaineth yet very much land to take possession of. [2] This is the land that yet remaineth: all the districts of the Philistines and all the Geshurites, [3] from the Shihor, which [floweth] before Egypt, as far as the borders of Ekron northward, [and which] is counted to the Canaanite; five lordships of the Philistines: of Gazah, and of Ashdod, of Eshkalon, of Gath, and of Ekron; also the Avvites; …

Joshua 15 (JND) [1] And the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families was: to the border of Edom, the wilderness of Zin, southward, in the extreme south. [2] And their southern border was from the end of the salt sea, from the tongue that turns southward; [3] and it went out south of the ascent of Akrabbim, and passed on to Zin, and went up on the south of Kadesh-barnea, and passed to Hezron, and went up toward Addar, and turned toward Karkaah, …

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Ephesians 3:15 (JND) [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named,

Matthew 28:19 (JND) [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

2 Peter 3:11 (JND) [11] All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness,

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Romans 8:16 (JND) [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Exodus 2:12 (JND) [12] And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Exodus 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Matthew 1:23 (JND) [23] Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which is, being interpreted, 'God with us.'

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Joshua 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when all the kings of the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, who were by the sea, heard that Jehovah had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel, until they had passed over, that their heart melted, and there was no spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel. [2] At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make thee stone-knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. [3] And Joshua made him stone-knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of Araloth. …

Ephesians 3:14-16 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man;

Joshua 5:11 (JND) [11] And they ate of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened loaves, and roasted [corn] on that same day.

Mark 9:5 (JND) [5] And Peter answering says to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good that we should be here; and let us make three tabernacles, for thee one, and for Moses one, and for Elias one.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …
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