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THE LORD JESUS PRESENTING HIMSELF LIVING

J. D. Gray 

Acts 1: 1–11; 1 John 1: 1–4 

This scripture came to me in giving thanks for the emblems, “to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days”. In chapter 16 of Luke’s gospel there was a rich man and there was a poor man called Lazarus. I do not think it gives the rich man’s name—but they died. The scripture draws aside the curtain for us to see that there is another world. What it shows us is that Lazarus is in the enjoyment of Abraham’s bosom; that sphere for us would be heavenly things. The rich man was in torment and there was a chasm fixed. That is a position that is fixed, eternity brings in fixity. None of us is in the position of fixity yet. It is conveyed through the rich man that there is no way to come and go between those two places. He is concerned about his brothers who are still alive, and he appeals to Abraham that someone raised from among the dead might visit them and tell them of what is behind the curtain of death, you might say—

Another world, the unseen world where persons that are Christ’s enjoy the presence of the Lord. Persons that are not Christ’s do not enjoy that presence, they are left with their guilty conscience. So the word comes to him, “not even if one rise from among the dead will they be persuaded”, Luke 16: 31. 

I am about to speak to you about a Person whom came back from among the dead—the Lord Jesus Christ. But He was not presented to the world. You might say, ‘why was He not?’. 

They would not have believed anyway; that is what Abraham says to the rich man, “not even if one rise from among the dead will they be persuaded”. Here is a blessed Man who has come back from among the dead; the Lord Jesus Christ after He had suffered was raised from the dead. 

He does not go into Jerusalem to preach again. Those days are finished, the days of the Son of Man are therefore finished, but He seeks out companionship. I am speaking actually of what happened. He sought out companionship, and that companionship was in persons who had formed a link with Him in the days of His flesh, “But ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations”, Luke 22: 28. He sought out sympathetic persons; that was the divine intent. How could He present Himself to the world again when they had rejected Him. 

He could not present Himself to the Jewish nation again without repentance. He took up the matter of sin and sins before a holy God; He was lifted up, men lifted Him up out of the earth. 

He did not die on the earth, He glorified God on the earth; but He was lifted up out of the earth and He died on that cross. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, He was made sin, the transaction in which God was involved. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. Consider the preciousness of the place that Christ came into; in coming into manhood, He came into the Father’s bosom, “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”, John 1: 18. Was that disturbed in the forsaking? I think it was. Now you can think about that yourself. But that precious link that was there was broken for the time being, communion was broken. In the first three hours on the cross He could say, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. They could taunt the Lord by saying, “save thyself”. One of the malefactors on the cross said, “save thyself and us”, Luke 23: 39. Christ could not save Himself. He was held there in relation to divine counsel. He had the sin question to undertake and that blessed, holy communion that was known between the Father and the Son for the meantime was broken in the forsaking. Who can fathom these things? God was prepared to yield that blessed One, His Son, in view of the matters that pertain to fallen man, and pertain to sin having come into the universe, being settled, because the new 

heavens and the new earth are a sphere where sin is not, where there is no vestige of sin. At present even the heavens are not pure in His sight. So that the work of Christ on the cross in the forsaking exhausted the wrath of God; the wrath from heaven was upon the head of the Lord Jesus. When He comes into this section of scripture, that is behind Him. He had said, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up”, John 2: 19. So you have a Man who is out of death, but He does not present Himself to the world. How could He? He was rejected of man, rejected of the nation. When He comes the next time, that is at His second coming. He will come without having to say to sin for salvation (Hebrews 9: 28). He will come to those who look for Him. 

Here He comes and finds persons gathered together who love Him. Not only does He do that, He goes after them to find them too. In Luke’s gospel the Lord Jesus goes after the two on the way to Emmaus. He also goes after Peter, a man who denied Him, and He speaks with him in private (Luke 24: 34); we do not know what He said to him, but we know Peter was restored. 

Here He gathers with His own. He had in mind that He should be testified to in the world, not by Himself coming immediately, but through persons who are witnesses of Himself, persons who had seen and heard Him after He arose from among the dead. How remarkable these forty days were when there was a Man out of death. To prove the reality of His being out of death, Luke tells us, He took of food and ate it before them. He did not require to do that for His sustenance because He was in a spiritual body, but He did it in regard to the weakness of their faith, to prove that as out of death, He was a real Man. It says, “ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”. The name of this blessed Man and His fame, what He had undertaken on the cross would be preached in the whole world. He was not doing it personally, but He was doing it through persons. Think of the harvest that has been brought in through the outgoing of the glad tidings; this is the beginning of it, “... he presented himself living”, a real living Man. 

He came in and went out among them in those forty days. John says in his epistle, “and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us”. I have no doubt something of that was see in His life here, but the Lord Jesus said, “But I have a baptism to be baptised with, and how am I straitened until it shall have been accomplished!”, Luke 12: 50. In the forty days there was a demonstration of a character of life that was eternal life. These dear brethren gathered in the upper room after His departure. They were Jews. Their thoughts of eternal life up to this point, I think, lay in relation to the world to come when Christ would rule; life on earth, that sort of life—that was Israel’s hope. Israel’s hope in the Messiah was that He would come and set up His kingdom here and deliver the people from the bondage of the Roman Empire, but the Lord had more in mind for them than that. Luke is concerned that we should grasp hold of His manifestation to them in the Acts, he writes to a man called Theophilus, and tells us that the apostles and others had an extended period of forty days when the Lord Jesus came in and went out among them. John tells us, in 1 John 1: 2, there was a manifestation of life, that was eternal life, and it was not related to this earth, and that is what is before the Christian. 

The persons to whom the Lord came after His resurrection, if I may say so, were persons who had an established relationship with Him. It says in Isaiah 53, “by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and he shall bear their iniquities” (Isaiah 53: 11). The note says there, ‘‘the many’, i.e. those that are in relationship with him’. That is the persons to whom He manifests Himself, not to the world, but to persons who are in relationship with Him, persons in whom there is repentance. In the beginning of the Acts, the preachings had in mind to bring about conviction and repentance and it was secured in many, they were added to the assembly. Peter even says that if the nation had repented, Christ would have come again at that time; but they rejected Him, they did not accept Him, so He did not come back. He is going to come back as Judge at the appearing, but in the meantime He has in mind that believers in Himself should come into the blessings of eternal life now. 

So how do we come into that, how did it come down to us? John says here, “we report to you, that ye also may have fellowship with us”, that is with the apostles. But he said something more than that, “and our fellowship is indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ”. 

That is distinctive to the apostles. I think it was the fellowship that they enjoyed especially in the forty days, convinced as to a Man out of death, and that Man introducing them into a realm of life that was out of death. What a thing the Lord did in those days, helping them to become habituated to His presence and to have an understanding of what it was for Him to be there, no longer in flesh and blood condition, but to be there in a spiritual body, coming in and going out amongst them through closed doors. Who can fathom that? We accept it by faith. We accept it by the report that these things happened and that they enjoyed a sphere of life that he calls here “the eternal life”; that is not a person but it was seen in a Person, “which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us”. I think that was manifested particularly in those days. John says, “our fellowship is indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ”, but he wants us to understand “that ye also may have fellowship with us”. That is a wonderful thing to think about. That is Christian fellowship. 

Can you find that anywhere in the world, is there any brotherhood of men, or fellowship, that relates to a Man in heaven? That relates to contact with persons who walked here in those forty days with a Man who was no longer in flesh and blood condition, a Man who was out of death. 

Could you ever find another fellowship like that, dear friend? It is not only the gospel of relief, blessed gospel it is, that Christ died for our sins, and my sins are forgiven, but having a relationship with Him I come into the blessing of what these persons came into in Acts 1, where the Lord says to them, “and, being assembled with them, commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which said he ye have heard of me”. Then, further down, verse 8, “but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses”, Acts 1: 8. 

That was true, these persons were gathered together in the upper room and received the gift of the Holy Spirit, but there was more than that. That blessed Person, the Holy Spirit, was going to remain here on the earth until Christ should come again. These persons who received the gift of the Holy Spirit, those one hundred and twenty, have all gone, they have gone to be with Christ; but the testimony has remained. How did you come into fellowship, how did you come to Christ as your Saviour? We came into it through the report of the glad tidings. Where did you see the expression of Christian life? You and I have to say that we saw it in persons. 

The principle of witness has come down the dispensation, “ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”. We do not take away the distinctiveness of the initial witness, as John speaks of, “that which was from the beginning”, that is the beginning of Christ’s history here, the beginning of Christianity (not the beginning of John 1 when divine Persons were alone). It says, “after he had suffered, with many proofs”. He convinced them as to Himself. 

What has affected me as leading a Christian life here is the proofs of divine workmanship in persons. I was struck in giving thanks by the fact that, as the Lord comes amongst us, there is a wealth of divine workmanship in the saints that is released at the touch of His hand, the touch of the One whom we know as Head. There is an organic link there that releases that precious substance in relation to Himself. I think Christians become the many proofs at the present time of the verity of the work of God and the results of the work of Christ. The testimony remains and you and I come into that and are affected by it. Here are persons whose lives have been changed. What changed their lives? Reformation? New Year resolutions are hopeless. Man’s human morality is hopeless. What changed their lives? What changed their lives was conversion. 

Thank God that you have been converted, friend, that you have come to Christ as your Saviour and Lord, and have come into contact with Him and know the blessedness of being part of the body of Christ. Take account of believers, not only amongst ourselves, but believers that belong to Jesus, come in contact with them and you find that you have a link there, in the Spirit, and belong to the same body. What a testimony it is to the fact of what the Lord says, “to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs”; we come into the proofs, it has come down the dispensations, one witness after another witness, their generation passing on, not just by word of mouth, but in the power of the Holy Spirit who remains here and will remain until Christ comes. Christians, generation after generation fill out their day, and go to be with Christ, but the Spirit remains, what a thing that is. The Lord said that they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit remains and remains to bear witness to Christ in glory, and it is seen in the lives of persons. I know what we are doing just now is proclaiming the word, speaking from scripture and that is right, but it is expressed in the lives of persons. What a poor thing it would be just to speak about scripture as a theology, and no expression of divine workmanship in me or in you and no change in our lives. 

The verity of the work of God and the work of Christ in the soul, and the verity of new birth is that there is some result in the believer’s soul: in the souls of men and women, and boys and girls. Persons can see that there is something different about them. There is a way of life that is brought into the view of men and women, that is really the life of the blessed Man that was rejected, but is displayed now in human beings in a path that is akin to the path He trod. There are believers on the same path, working out their daily toils, their daily manner of life, how they express themselves, how they bear themselves through the toils of life. People say, What is it? It is a link with a Man in heaven. What a thing to have been brought into such a circle, “that ye also may have fellowship with us”, there is no other fellowship to be compared to the Christian fellowship. It says, “he presented himself living”, He has never ceased to do that, He still presents Himself living. The Lord’s supper is a special time for the manifestation of Himself living. The prayer meeting is also an occasion where you have a sense of the presence of the living God, and persons whose lives are bound up with that living God. The ministry meeting and the reading meetings are the same. It is not a theological discussion on the Bible that persons can have, but it is a speaking over things with a sense of and waiting on divine activity; conscious not only of a link with one another but knowing that the Holy Spirit is active in persons. That is the life of the believer. He has a link with a Man in heaven, he has the gift of the Holy Spirit, he has a bond with other believers, knows the joys of a fellowship, and he knows the pleasures of eternal life before the final day comes. It is also held out to the believer in the epistle to the Romans, “and the end eternal life”, Romans 6: 22. That is wonderful, but John says the test is that you can know something of it now. 

Why not go in for this kind of life, dear brethren? Why not arrange our lives as we are capable of it in the scene of time and testimony, to make way for entering into the joys of an atmosphere and a place, where for a time the pressures of death can be lifted from the human spirit. What a thing that is! Especially in the service of God, for a time, you can prove that in the reality of it, the pressures of death are lifted 

from the spirit and you are refreshed; I know we come back into that area. It is the same when we are gathered together in the week day, pressures of business upon the brethren are real, but where sacrifice is made to be in the area of the fellowship that John speaks about, “that ye also may have fellowship with us”, for a time you are in an atmosphere where those pressures can be lifted and you can prove the blessedness of the reality of a link with the Man in glory. 

May the Lord just encourage us with these few words, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
1 June 2008 

 


Scripture references

Acts 1:1-11 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; [4] and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me. [5] For John indeed baptised with water, but *ye* shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit after now not many days. [6] They therefore, being come together, asked him saying, Lord, is it at this time that thou restorest the kingdom to Israel? [7] And he said to them, It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority; [8] but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight. [10] And as they were gazing into heaven, as he was going, behold, also two men stood by them in white clothing, [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

1 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. [4] And these things write we to you that your joy may be full.

Luke 16:31 (JND) [31] And he said to him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, not even if one rise from among [the] dead will they be persuaded.

Luke 22:28 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Luke 23:39 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us.

John 2:19 (JND) [19] Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

Luke 12:50 (JND) [50] But I have a baptism to be baptised with, and how am I straitened until it shall have been accomplished!

1 John 1:2 (JND) [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:)

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Acts 1:8 (JND) [8] but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.



THE ALTAR OF EARTH AND THE ALTAR OF STONE

D. J. Hutson 

Exodus 20: 22–26; 2 Kings 5: 9, 10, 14–18; Romans 7: 18, 24, 25; 8: 1–4; 1 Kings 18: 30–39; 1 Peter 2: 4, 5 

I feel much cast on the Lord, beloved, to speak of these scriptures, and the need of much dependence on the Holy Spirit, that what is said may be profitable to us and that it may be according to truth. We know this chapter 20 and the commandments, but I have never heard much said about these two altars, the altar of earth and the altar of stone. I think it is implicit that Naaman wanted this two mules’ burden of earth to build an altar, because he immediately speaks of not worshipping any other gods, but the God that he had known who was in Israel, who had brought him deliverance from that scourge of leprosy, typically sin in the flesh. It is also striking that this altar which Elijah built, the altar of stone, has a very distinct place in the history of the people of God, and I felt there would be some profit in enquiring as to this. In a sense I would have preferred to have brought this in in the reading, so that we could get help together by mutual enquiry, but seek just simply to bring forward impressions which may lead to enquiry by each one of us as to the meaning of this, why should the question of the two altars be put in at this point, and why is it that there does not seem to be any requirement of an altar of stone? The first one indeed is a divine requirement, “An altar of earth shalt thou make unto me” and yet the only one it would appear who ever had it in mind to make such an altar was Naaman the Syrian. Then it says, “And if thou make me an altar of stone”, as though something is arrived at in the soul, believe it has been connected with the matter of resurrection, which one may come on to later, in order that there should be this altar of stone built. 

So I speak of Naaman as we have read of him in 2 Kings 5. Typically he had to come to what we have read of in Romans, “that in me, that is, in my flesh good does not dwell”. The youngest here I suppose knows the story of Naaman and the little maid, and the way that she pointed him to the prophet in Israel, and how he was told to go and wash seven times in the Jordan, but how he said, “Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?”. Then think of the appeal of his servants, the way they could say, “if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it?” If it was something that he could do, some great thing, but he had to come to it that he could do nothing of himself because in his flesh good did not dwell. And having come to it he goes the whole way and he plunges himself. I like that word; he was told to wash but he plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, absolutely committed to the word that was given to him. 

And then what happens? The prophet told him what would happen but it did not happen. The prophet said, “thy flesh shall come again to thee” but that flesh did not come again. The work of Christ has removed that man altogether, so that it says that “his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child”. It was a different Naaman who came out of the Jordan. As we go this way in soul experience, we find proof of the work of the Lord Jesus, the way He has been, and we find that there is a different man. We can say, “I myself”. Naaman came to “I myself” but he was concerned that there should be response to God, no other God than the God that he had found in Israel. So he wanted this two mules’ burden of earth in order that he might build an altar. 

Applying the scripture in Romans 7, he came to know that in his flesh good does not dwell, but then he finds that there is a way out, “O, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. The first priestly utterance of a soul, how wonderful that is! He has become a priest now, he would build an altar in order that there might be this offering, not a sin-offering, but burnt-offerings and peace-offerings to Jehovah—how grateful he was, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. Now we see, as we were reading earlier, one who has been buried with Christ in baptism, but is now raised with Him, and a new man is there, “I myself with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”. It is still there but it is not the same “I myself’ any more. His flesh became as the flesh of a little child. So it says, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”. I believe, beloved, that that would refer to the altar of earth. 

It has been pointed out that the altar is Christ, the offering is Christ and the offering priest is Christ, so how can it be the altar of earth? Sending His own Son in the likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin. This is how we arrive at it, this is the One who has occupied us earlier, our glorious Lord and Saviour, has taken part in blood and flesh so that He might set us free. 

What are we set free for? We are set free in view of what returns in praise to God, so that each one of us in that sense, for it is an individual matter here, can have our altar and we can render praise to God on the basis of that great sacrifice, on the basis of the fact that He Himself has come into this condition in which we are, apart from sin, so that we might be set free in view of the service of God. Have you come that way, beloved? Are your sins forgiven? Thank God for that—but what about the man that has sinned? The Lord Jesus has not only borne our sins, something which none of us can ever fathom, what it meant to Him, but He was made to be sin and He was buried. That man has gone and we can regard ourselves in the light of that, as gone from before the eye of God. Thank God He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, and our acceptance there as before God is according to the acceptance of that blessed One. 

How wonderful! Do you realise it, does every young one here and we older ones, does it not stir our hearts afresh, the provision of divine grace according to divine purpose, so that we should be brought into the gain of these things at such infinite cost to God, such infinite cost to His beloved Son?—the Holy Spirit having part in it when He offered Himself without spot to God. 

But there is another question that arises in Naaman’s mind. ‘What about my job? It is not a very easy job and it does not look as if it is going to be very easy for me. I have to bow down in the house of Rimmon, what can I do? Could you forgive me for it?’ “In order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit”. He is going to be given a new power so that he might fill out his responsibilities in a new way as walking, not according to flesh, but according to Spirit. So what does Elijah say to him? He does not say, ‘That will be all right’; he does not say that; he says, “Go in peace”. I believe that when that word is said there is an inference for us of the gift of the Holy Spirit. I just suggest that. There was a time when Jesus said to a woman, “go, and sin no more”, John 8: 11. What power would she have for it? Of course the Holy Spirit had not come then, but I believe it looks forward to the fact that there will be power in the believer to walk according to God, to “not walk according to flesh, but according to Spirit”. So Elisha says to him, “Go in peace”—‘you will know what to do’. And that is the resource we have in the Holy Spirit, that we might be here for the filling out of righteousness, walking according to the Spirit of God. 

Well, I pass on to Elijah. First of all “he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down”. It is rather a mysterious reference, we cannot quite understand how that could have been because here he was on Mount Carmel. I believe it shows, beloved, for this is a day of recovery as we can apply it, that whatever may be our activities in a day of recovery, in view of securing for God that which has been lost through the failure of the church publicly, we must keep the divine standard before us. I think that is what is involved in this, that when he “repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down”, he had in his mind what had originally been set up according to God and for His pleasure. Physically he could not have repaired it because he was on the top of Mount Carmel, but in his mind he repaired it, that is, he viewed the matter as complete as according to God and, if we are to secure anything for God at the present time, if there is to be anything for divine pleasure in this day of recovery, it can only be as we hold to God’s original thoughts. But then he “took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name”. What were these stones? That was the question that was asked earlier, “What mean ye by these stones”, Joshua 4: 6. I would connect these twelve stones with the twelve stones that came out of the Jordan. I trust I am not putting too much into it but just to apply it this way. It says of those twelve stones that they were “according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel” (Joshua 4: 5), but here it says they were “according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name”. 

So the material on which the service of God is to be raised in a time of recovery is such material and in a sense we compose that material, with those who have come that way and been set up the other side of death as living stones; that is why I referred to Peter. And so it says he built the altar with the stones and made a trench round about it. Then “he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood”. All these things would remind us in some way of Christ, the humanity of Jesus, and of the wonderful offering, the sacrifice, the bullock that was laid on the wood. He had in mind that this should be something offered at this time in the way of a burnt-offering. Again I say we might have thought he would have offered a sin-offering because of the condition of the people, but it is a burnt-offering, typical of Christ in all His fragrance to God, all His blessed acceptance, to be offered on this altar, and nothing of the first order is to have any part in it. The water was poured on it, one, two, three times. Think of all the water, speaking of the death of Christ, if I may so apply it, that nothing of that order of things which has been removed there is to have any part in this offering; it is to be holy and pure in relation to Christ Himself, and beloved, in our localities may I suggest we can build this altar. As coming together in this light we can provide a basis on which Christ Himself as the altar, can sustain the service of God for God’s pleasure. 

I just make that suggestion and it was that that led me to read in Peter. I know it is a house there, not an altar, “To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. I believe in a sense we can say that our desire would be that in our various localities, there might be something of this building of an altar of stone, so that there might be that which returns to God in fragrance as to the person of His only-begotten Son. I relate it to our localities because it was twelve stones and we are taught as to twelve being the number of administration, so that if matters are kept in our localities according to the divine standard, maybe at cost, maybe causing sorrow at times that the area should be kept pure and undefiled, let us see that our administration locally, beloved, has this great end in view. 

I was thankful for the reference that was made in the reading to see that the great end in view in all these things is God Himself, and in the administration in our localities, it is not simply that we might have happy times together, thank God for the times we have together, thank God for the enjoyment of eternal life among the brethren, but the great thing is the provision of an altar, that in which there can be what arises for the pleasure of God Himself. I have not more to say. I bring forward, beloved, these thoughts which I trust are of the Spirit so that they may encourage us, and that we might see the complete clearance that has been made of one man at such cost, so that we might be available in the service of God, and as built together in our localities and as maintaining things according to the divine standard, we might be encouraged. Thus may there be an increase for God from each one of our hearts, and from each of our localities, as we simply go over these things together. I am sure the Lord will open up more to us as we wait upon Him in relation to it. In the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Havering
22 November 2008 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 20:22-26 (JND) [22] And Jehovah said to Moses, Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel: Ye have seen that I have spoken with you from the heavens. [23] Ye shall not make beside me gods of silver, and ye shall not make to you gods of gold. [24] An altar of earth shalt thou make unto me, and shalt sacrifice on it thy burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sheep and thine oxen: in all places where I shall make my name to be remembered, I will come unto thee, and bless thee. [25] And if thou make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone; for if thou lift up thy sharp tool upon it, thou hast profaned it. [26] Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.

2 Kings 5:9-18 (JND) [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. [13] And his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father, [if] the prophet had bidden thee [do some] great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean? [14] Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. [15] And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came and stood before him; and he said, Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; and now, I pray thee, take a present of thy servant. [16] But he said, As Jehovah liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none! And he urged him to take it; but he refused. [17] And Naaman said, If not, then let there, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules' burden of [this] earth; for thy servant will no more offer burnt-offering and sacrifice to other gods, but to Jehovah. [18] In this thing Jehovah pardon thy servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to bow down there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, Jehovah pardon thy servant, I pray thee, in this thing.

Romans 7:18-25 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not. [19] For I do not practise the good that I will; but the evil I do not will, that I do. [20] But if what *I* do not will, this I practise, [it is] no longer *I* [that] do it, but the sin that dwells in me. [21] I find then the law upon *me* who will to practise what is right, that with *me* evil is there. [22] For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man: [23] but I see another law in my members, warring in opposition to the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which exists in my members. [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8:1-4 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit.

1 Kings 18:30-39 (JND) [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed; [33] and he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four pitchers with water, and pour it on the burnt-offering, and on the wood. [34] And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. [35] And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. [36] And it came to pass at [the time of] the offering up of the oblation, that Elijah the prophet drew near, and said, Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things by thy word. [37] Answer me, Jehovah, answer me, that this people may know that thou Jehovah art God, and [that] *thou* hast turned their heart back again. [38] And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. [39] And all the people saw [it], and they fell on their faces and said, Jehovah, he is God! Jehovah, he is God!

1 Peter 2:4-5 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

John 8:11 (JND) [11] And she said, No one, sir. And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

Joshua 4:6 (JND) [6] that this may be a sign in your midst. When your children ask hereafter, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

Joshua 4:5 (JND) [5] and Joshua said to them, Pass before the ark of Jehovah your God into the midst of the Jordan, and lift up each of you a stone [and put it] upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel,



THE RICHES OF GOD’S GRACE

R. Taylor 

Ephesians 1: 6–8 (from “the Beloved”)

I would like to speak about the way God has moved to secure men for Himself through redemption. It is a wonderful thing that God should move like that. If something that you have treasured and is very precious becomes lost, or gets taken outwith your reach, then a price has to be paid, or a debt has to be met for you to have that object back again. That is how God feels about men, upon whom He had set His heart, I would like to tell you that He has set His heart upon you, but as under the bondage of sin, and far from God, the only way that could be met is that there had to be a Redeemer. There would be no redemption without a redeemer. A redeemer must be a very remarkable person; he must have the resources to meet the debt, and the object must be so precious to him that he is prepared to pay the price. That is all set out in the Beloved—the Lord Jesus Christ. He has every resource that is needed to meet the debt, and He has the desire in His heart to have you for Himself. 

Whatever may be holding you, the first thing is that your sins have put you under the penalty of death—that is very obvious. There is not a man in the world that does not lie under the penalty of death. Now that is the consequence of sin. Scripture tells us very clearly that “the wages of sin is death”, Romans 6: 23. Many compare themselves with others and they may think they are quite good, but God says, “the wages of sin is death” and that applies to all men, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. Yet, in His love, God wants to have man for Himself, and so there is need for a Redeemer, but who can it be? Is there anyone you can think of who could meet your sins? Is there anything that you can provide? Men have tried many things to meet the debt, but there is only one Redeemer who can meet it, that is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the full knowledge of how great that debt was, and how far away our sins have placed us from God, He measured the distance, yet He was willing to come to be our Redeemer, as it says, “we have redemption through his blood”. God was the One that had to be met about our sins; not only our conscience, that has to be met too, but the first thing was that God’s righteousness and holiness has been met. How can it be? It shows you the greatness, the majesty, the grandeur of the Redeemer that He could satisfy God about the debt that lay upon us, “in whom we have redemption through his blood”. There was the price that He paid to God, the One against whom we have sinned. Blessed be His name that He shed His blood. The hymn-writer said, 

‘Shed for rebels, shed for sinners, 

Shed for me’. (Hymn 167) 

That in the ways of God He was led by men to the cross only magnifies the guilt that lay upon men. They said, “Away with this man”, Luke 23: 18. It only brought out the glory of who He was; it did not turn Him aside. Maybe you would not take your part in that world that said “Away with this man”, yet have been careless about the appeals of His grace towards you, time and time again. Here is an appeal again tonight with a presentation of the price He has paid. Men will be held guilty eternally for refusing the Redeemer, and the price He has paid to secure and ransom them from all the bondage of sin they were under. That guilt lies upon all who have not bowed to God, and to the claims that He has exercised in redemption. They will be held to account of how they have rejected Jesus and the price that has been paid. 

I can tell you this; God has accepted the sacrifice offered in the blood of Jesus. John says, “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. What a Redeemer! It was God’s valuation of the blood, it was not man’s, they would think nothing of it, but it shows how God values the price that was paid in the blood of Jesus. Peter says, “precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ, foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world”, 1 Peter 1: 19, 20. Wondrous fact that God even before the incoming of sin, He had a way of redemption in view, as one woman said in earlier times, “God ... devises means that the banished one be not expelled from him”, 2 Samuel 14: 14. He has provided that way in the blood of Jesus. So He is proclaimed today as a Saviour God, who, in the riches of His grace, would appeal to you to come under the shelter of the blood of Jesus. 

Just think for a moment, my friend, if that lost object that your heart was set upon was a friend, you would do all you could to secure that person, but if they then turned their back and refused to come at your invitation after the price had been paid; just think of how you would feel. That is how God feels at you turning your back against Him and the offers of His mercy. He has paid the price, He has proclaimed again to you tonight the glad tidings, to come just as you are, and you still turn your back on the offer of His mercy. Think of how God feels! Yet in the riches of His grace, He continues the appeal of His love towards you, so often refused, or even ignored, but in the riches of His grace He appeals again tonight to come. To come from where you are, held under bondage, not only of your sins, but there may be other things which are pressing on you that hold you from coming; He appeals again tonight to come. 

In the history of David it is very affecting that one of the first things he said when he came to the throne was, “Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” (2 Samuel 9: 1); that is like the riches of God’s grace. To us, who have no claim ever to God’s grace, apart from the blood of Jesus, God is saying, ‘Are there any left in this room who will respond to 

the appeal of My love? Are there any left that may be shown the kindness of God’. The riches of His grace that can satisfy your conscience about every need are inexhaustible. The very day that we are living in demonstrates that. God has not yet acted in judgment, but in the riches of His grace He is appealing still to us tonight to come and see what He has provided. 

It says, “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences”, every one of them, every sin cleared. It is very personal to everyone; your sins and your responsibility, they are your liability and God is offering redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offences. Everything, not only the sins, but the offences, the times that you have turned away from God are all met, they are all forgiven through faith in His blood. What delight God has in Jesus. Then it says, “according to the riches of his grace; which he has caused to abound towards us”. He knows your needs, He knows the doubts, and He knows the things that may be hindering you. The riches of His grace brings out the resources to meet your every question, whatever it may be that may be hindering you. 

So David found a young man Mephibosheth, who felt how far off he was. He said, “such a dead dog as I am” (2 Samuel 9: 8), but David “sent, and fetched him”, 2 Samuel 9: 5. He was a cripple, held in that bondage, his very name could have been enough to turn David away. 

Your history has been more than enough to have turned God away, but His grace is abounding towards you tonight where you are. David sent, and fetched him! That is how the gospel goes out—to fetch you. We have sung in our hymn that God is sending out the message (Hymn 219). He is sending it to you tonight to where you are, that you may come. 

Mephibosheth responded to that appeal of David’s. He felt he was unworthy of it, and maybe you feel that too. David soon reassured him that all his history, and the liabilities that attached to him had all been met. He came, and what did he find? He found a place at David’s table. O the riches of grace, what a reception he received! David says, “And Mephibosheth thy master’s son shall eat bread at my table continually”, 2 Samuel 9: 10. There are the riches of God’s grace. Our conscience may well condemn us, but, my friend, the riches of His grace can meet every doubt that Satan may intrude into your mind, because of God’s valuation of the blood of the Redeemer. Well, what happened? 

What happened was that David became enshrined in Mephibosheth’s affections, a beautiful type of what I am speaking of. The poor outcast of the house of Saul, in coming to appreciate David as his redeemer, became a loyal follower of David. When many others turned away from David, what did he do? He remained loyal to David. This is the effect of coming to appreciate the Redeemer; you realise that you owe everything to Christ. Redemption is only part of His glory. The Person whose blood was shed came into manhood, but as to His Person, He was the One who had been offended against. It is only God Himself that can deal with your sins. The psalmist says, “there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared”, Psalm 130: 4. Only God can forgive, and that is who the Redeemer is. Isaiah says, “He will come himself, and save you”, Isaiah 35: 4. No angel could do it, no other could pay the price, or meet the debt, or had the resources that were required, but God Himself in the person of Jesus. Taking a condition as Man, He could pay the price by shedding His blood. 

He has done it all for God, and now the riches of His grace abound towards us. Well, I say friend, that makes you more responsible at this moment than you were half an hour ago. 

What is your response to be? If Mephibosheth had turned away, where would he have been? 

We would never have heard of him, and that my friend is what happens to those who refuse God’s offer of mercy. They will be shut out eternally as having despised the grace and ignored the price paid by the Redeemer. They will be shut out eternally from the home that God has prepared for them that love Him. The movements of the Redeemer are to attach you to Himself, to draw you to that glorious Person who loved you so much, when others would ignore you. Mephibosheth was ignored, I suppose, by the rest of them, he was far away, but David met the distance. That is why the appeal comes to you in this room tonight, to reach those who are afar off, having no claim, no title, and held in the bondage of sin. God has come in as a Redeemer that He may be enshrined in your affections, and that you may be drawn to Him, “according to the riches of his grace”; they will never run out. 

There will be many other exercises in your life, but the offences have all been met “according to the riches of his grace”. It does not mean that you will be perfect, it does mean that your sins will be forgiven, that debt will be removed; it is removed only through faith in the blood of Christ that has been shed. As I have said, it has met God. 

In the type in Exodus 12, God says, “and when I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12: 13), but they had to be in the house where that blood was shed. Had there been persons there who claimed to be Israelites, who claimed to be God’s people, and did not shelter under the blood, they would have been lost with the Egyptians that night. Have you put yourself under the shelter of the blood that the Redeemer has provided? See how God looked after them in the wilderness. In their histories many things came out, but if you read through the book of Exodus you will find on page after page the riches of God’s grace abounding towards them. They murmured, God gave them manna—they thirsted, God gave them a well. In the riches of His grace He provides for the whole journey through, until He has them there in His own home in Canaan enjoying the fulness of His love. Well, my friend, may you be assured that the riches of God’s grace will provide for the journey. Some may hesitate to come; in their own weakness they may say, ‘We are all right tonight in this meeting room’, but how will it be tomorrow in the workplace or in school? But wherever you are there will be “the riches of his grace” to meet every exercise that may arise. 

He is not only a God who has met the debt, but His love “is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Romans 5: 5), all part of the riches of His grace. He has provided for the needs of the way, however long or short the journey may be. He has provided all that is needed to maintain us in the joy of our redemption as His own possession. 

Persons that God redeems can never be lost again. They may come under clouds; they may prove sorrows as they will, but they will never be lost because they have been secured at such a price, and brought into the presence of God Himself as forgiven. Other things may arise, but the riches of God’s grace comes on the journey homeward until He has us in His own home. In the meantime there is to be in us some note of praise to Him who sought us out, not only for our relief, but sought us out to have us as His own possession. My friend, He would appeal tonight in His grace and in His love to have you freed from what is hindering you from enjoying Him, but too, from God enjoying you. May it come home to your soul that God wants you, and He has done everything to have you. He only waits tonight on you saying, as the hymn-writer puts it, 

‘O Lamb of God, I come!’ (Hymn 446). 

Preaching at Dundee
7 September 2008 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:6-8 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace; [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence,

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

1 Peter 1:19-20 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ, [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes,

2 Samuel 14:14 (JND) [14] For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; and God has not taken away his life, but devises means that the banished one be not expelled from him.

2 Samuel 9:1 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake?

2 Samuel 9:8 (JND) [8] And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?

2 Samuel 9:5 (JND) [5] And king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar.

2 Samuel 9:10 (JND) [10] And thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in [the fruits], that thy master's son may have food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread at my table continually. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

Psalms 130:4 (JND) [4] But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

Isaiah 35:4 (JND) [4] Say to them that are of a timid heart, Be strong, fear not; behold your God: vengeance cometh, the recompense of God! He will come himself, and save you.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:



EXTRACT

EPL  Why do you say the glory of God in man was established in Gethsemane rather than at Calvary? 

JT  I include Gethsemane with Calvary. It was on the cross the Lord actually drank the cup of wrath. But it was anticipated in Gethsemane, and then He took the cup from the Father’s hand. There the pressure was on the Lord’s spirit. But of course nothing can be compared with the cross; it was there that He was forsaken of God. 

RSS  But the Lord went through it all in anticipation in Gethsemane. 

JT  I think so. The cup was full, and He fully estimated all it contained, and prayed that it might pass from Him; but He added, “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 4, p.349) 

EDITOR’S NOTE OF AMENDMENT 

With reference to the April 2009 issue of NOTES OF MINISTRY, lines 16–19 on page 15, the author and editor regret that they have been unable to find any reference in the published ministry of Mr. James Taylor to his having said that Christ suffered for sins twice, once anticipatively in Gethsemane and the second time actually at Calvary. This reference should therefore be deleted. Scripture states that “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18: this is rightly quoted on page 17, in lines 19 and 20, of the same issue of NOTES OF MINISTRY. 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,
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