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“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD”

I. M. Shearer 

John 1: 19–39; 3: 29, 30 

John the baptist’s place in divine arrangements was special and he has a particular significance in the fulfilment of prophetic writings. Nevertheless, I see features in John that would be of great help to us in so far as he was a man whose life, from its very inception to his martyrdom, was one of occupation with Christ. The passage which we have read is like a précis, a summary of what his life really was. We get details of it in the other gospels, we learn secrets in those passages that underlie the brilliance of what you see in him here. Let us consider them as features that we, as Christians, as lovers of the Lord Jesus, may well imitate and pursue in the time that remains. 

John’s coming into this world was a miracle, but his upbringing was the result of the godly exercised service of his parents. He was in the deserts until the day of his showing to Israel. 

Think of the exercises that that involved. We are told about his food, we are told about his clothing—important aspects of life that bear on this question of Christ being before the soul. 

As to his food, it was simple; as to his clothing—no evidence of self-expression, no distinction among men; no material comforts for their own sake—a leathern girdle which you might say was flexible but not elastic. He knew what it was to face the rigours of wilderness life without the expression of himself. So in a time when he could have displayed himself he said, I am just a voice. There was nothing there for men to fasten on to. 

There was no way at all that the testimony could be damaged. How careful we must be that nothing we put our hand to limits what God might do with us and in us. May there be no impairment, no blemish, that would disqualify us from being available. In this way John was available. As the Lord Jesus came upon his view he says, “I knew him not”. He made no natural claims on One who was near to him by nature; he recognised in Him a superior Person. One who eclipsed him. “He is preferred before me”. Have we truly come to it that He is preferred before us? Can we see any natural feature that we have so carefully cultivated that does not pale into uselessness as we see what is in Christ? 

There is nothing in the flesh that God can take up. He has already tested man in every way and found him wanting. Christ is the provision to meet that lack. Now John represents one who recognised that in his life. He had not pursued anything that would tend to his own distinction, to his own advancement; he had pursued only what would make way for Christ. 

Was there a mountain in the way? Was there a gorge in the way? He was able to see that it was removed to make way for Christ. Was anything crooked? He knew how to set it straight. 

Of course he had a special distinction because he was making a way for God’s Man, but he would suggest to us what is sought in us, for who of us would want anyone promoted other than Christ? Who would want anyone distinguished but Christ Himself? Such was John. 

When the crowds came to him he would identify the need and speak as to it—“Offspring of vipers, who has forewarned you?”, Luke 3: 7. He was not taken in by their robes, nor by their teaching, nor by their histories. He could see what it was— deadly. He was uncompromising in refusing it. That is one thing you will find as you are occupied 

with Christ, that such intrusions become insulting, become outrageous, and love would be uncompromising to see them removed. Let Christ have His way fully. So they came with a temptation. ‘Are you somebody? Maybe you are spoken of in prophecy as Elias’. ‘No, no’. 

‘Maybe you are the prophet’. ‘No, no’. ‘Then what do you say of yourself?’—“What sayest thou of thyself?”—what a temptation! How would you deal with such a question? Do you want to speak of yourself? Would you like someone to know just a little about you? He says, I am just a voice calling attention to Christ. 

You see what this means practically. When he saw Jesus as He walked, when he had two of his disciples beside him there, they left John, in fact it seems to be just the next step. What a service his was; how perfectly he had served those men in that as soon as Christ came on the scene they followed Him. They were free from any obligation to, or any preference for, the one by whom they had got help. He says, “In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose”. We are often tested by common opinion. We are often governed by the preferences of the many, but here is a man who singled out One that was overlooked, and says, ‘I am not even worthy to unloose His sandal’. He was not swayed by popular opinion. He was attracted by features of moral worth—features that were already noted and loved of God. We are told earlier, “There was a man sent from God, his name John” (John 1: 6). Think of the secrets that he had shared. 

Think how his thoughts had been put into that avenue so that he was looking for such a One, and when He came he readily identified Him; that was the One—‘I am not even worthy to unloose the thong of His sandal’. We can take character from John, and what a testimony will then emerge. 

So Jesus comes before him and he exclaims, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. That Jesus should be an acceptable offering required perfection, the complete answer under God’s scrutiny to every feature that a man should bear. Such a One was adequate, and there He was walking—the Lamb of God walking. This was not the time of His sacrifice; this was the time of His manifestation. God was testifying—‘This is the Man, this is the order of Man that I will accept’. John saw it. What extraordinary intelligence! 

What a view he had—when He was walking in the midst of them, and men did not know it. It was manhood in perfection. He “takes away the sin of the world”. John would have faced that question. John was a sinner; we are all sinners; we must make an examination of the very roots of our being; but then see how God has found His own answer to our lack in this perfect One. 

So we move on to the testimony John gives, how he singled Jesus out. How particular God is to help us to recognise this One. “He said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit”. You can understand how John would be seeking an answer to so many questions. Here is the tender provision of God to show him beyond all mistaking that this was the One He was singling out—the Spirit descended and abode upon Him. The anointing was distinctively there. God has put His seal upon this perfect Man. This was the One—“Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him”. What are we looking for? Something that can be confirmed with heaven’s full approbation, full confidence? He was worthy of it. Jesus was not One who, under pressure, would show up differently. He was the same through and through. As we learn from the offerings, the inwards were washed, just to bring out in the type what Christ 

was intrinsically; His heart, His emotions, were in every respect pure, perfect. These are things that God delights to show us, and as we see them we shall just recognise what we are as totally different. John had seen it. 

So, a second time he could speak about this blessed One—“Behold the Lamb of God”. This was no strange subject to John’s disciples. They had heard him speak about Him. The whole purpose of his life was to prepare the way for this blessed One. They would know immediately who he had in mind and they followed Him. Let the bent of our lives, and all that we do together, be to understand and recognise the Lamb of God. They say to Jesus, 

“Where abidest thou?” He says to them, “Come and see ... and they abode with him that day”. 

There is a tendency with us to accept what God has provided in Christ, acknowledge it, and perhaps in some respect appreciate it, but then go on our own way, live our own life. Abiding with Jesus is another thing. You can still go to the workshop, you can still do the shopping, you can still go to school, dear young people, and be abiding with Jesus. What would they do? Do you think these two disciples would ‘hold the floor’? No. They would be drinking in what was there in Him. They would be like Mary, sitting at His feet. They would be like that woman who brought out her very precious ointment and bestowed it upon Him. They were persons who were content just to be with Him. 

One feature that comes out at the end of Matthew’s gospel, involved in Peter’s exposure, was that he had been “with Jesus”, Matthew 26: 69, 71. Recognisable help and change come in as you are just with Him (see also Acts 4: 13). It affects your language, “For also thy speech makes thee manifest”. You cannot be in the presence of the Lord Jesus without being changed. So there it was 

—a day spent with Him, “They abode with him that day”. Peter speaks about the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. He knew what it was to wander away and get out of His company, and, like a sheep, he was recovered. The Shepherd had sought him, found him, and recovered him. Let us not wander, let us never depart from the company of Jesus. 

I just move on to the last passage. It is a very suitable finish for a lover of Christ. We know how John was removed from the scene. We know what it involved for him. He was a faithful man. He was in unfavourable circumstances and he stuck to the truth. He just kept on saying what was right (Matthew 14: 4), and he suffered an extraordinary death. We know that; but this is the other side. John passed out of sight as Christ came into view. John, the gospel writer, does not record his death. I would love to be one such who just disappears from sight that Christ might fill every gaze. “He must increase, but I must decrease”, and he goes on to say, “He who comes from above is above all”. John the baptist goes out of sight. Here even his voice seems to merge with the Spirit’s. 

Let our speaking all lead to this, beloved brethren, that Christ is magnified, and may our words be merged with those of the Spirit as Christ becomes greater and greater in our midst, in our lives, in our households. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Dundee
13 December 1986 

 


Scripture references

John 1:19-39 (JND) [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? [26] John answered them saying, I baptise with water. In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, [27] he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose. [28] These things took place in Bethany, across the Jordan, where John was baptising. [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; …

John 3:29-30 (JND) [29] He that has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices in heart because of the voice of the bridegroom: this my joy then is fulfilled. [30] He must increase, but I must decrease.

Luke 3:7 (JND) [7] He said therefore to the crowds which went out to be baptised by him, Offspring of vipers, who has forewarned you to flee from the coming wrath?

John 1:6 (JND) [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John.

Matthew 26:69-71 (JND) [69] But Peter sat without in the palace-court; and a maid came to him, saying, And *thou* wast with Jesus the Galilaean. [70] But he denied before all, saying, I do not know what thou sayest. [71] And when he had gone out into the entrance, another [maid] saw him, and says to those there, This [man] also was with Jesus the Nazaraean.

Acts 4:13 (JND) [13] But seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and perceiving that they were unlettered and uninstructed men, they wondered; and they recognised them that they were with Jesus.

Matthew 14:4 (JND) [4] For John said to him, It is not lawful for thee to have her.



THE FINDING OF THE ASSEMBLY

N. T. Meek 

Matthew 13: 44; 15: 21–28; Luke 7: 44–46; Ephesians 3: 1–6 

I would like to speak about the finding of the assembly—how it came to light. The Lord speaks of it in our first scripture in connection with the kingdom of the heavens and He says it was like a treasure hid in the field which a man having found has hid, and then, in order to have the treasure, he sold all whatever he had and bought the field. The truth of the assembly was not revealed in Old Testament times. We can look back to Old Testament scriptures and see certain figures of the assembly in persons like Eve and Rebecca, and others, but it was not part of Old Testament light. The prophetic scriptures spoke of the coming of Christ; they also spoke of His sufferings, and of His coming in glory and the establishment of His kingdom down here; but this present period of nearly two thousand years was not spoken about. The present time is not a subject of prophecy at all, in fact Paul says that “silence has been kept in the times of the ages”, Romans 16: 25. The assembly was a secret matter that God did not divulge. It was there in divine purpose and counsel, but even to the twelve apostles little was said about the mystery. It had been “hidden throughout the ages in God”, Ephesians 3: 9. It was so precious that God must have looked round as to where He could hide the secret, and He hid it in Himself. 

When the Lord Jesus was here He, of course, knew all about it, but His words about it were few. It was so dear to His heart that He must have thought often about it and He gives us some hint of it here in Matthew 13 as He speaks of a treasure hid in the field. He does not enlarge upon it, but He says a man found it. When the Lord was here He found assembly features in certain persons, including the two women of whom we have read. He went, it says in Matthew 15, into the parts of Tyre and Sidon. It was not the regular area in which He served, but I wondered, dear brethren, if in going there He went to get a glimpse of something special—

and He found something special in this Canaanitish woman. It touched Him; it touched His affections. He says, “O woman”. That must mean that He was moved in His spirit. He found there a character of faith that He did not find in Israel, and because He was sent to the lost sheep of Israel’s house He did not pursue the matter with her, in fact He says, “It is not well to take the bread of the children”—they would be Israel—“and cast it to the dogs”. But she had such wonderful intelligence that she says, “Yea, Lord; for even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the table of their masters”. Now the Lord Jesus knew that the assembly would largely be drawn from the Gentiles, from the nations, and in the principle of it this woman is pleading for His interest and attention and He saw in her something that greatly affected Him. He did not say anything about it. He had, in principle, found the treasure, but He hid it, and He set about purchasing the field. 

We get something similar in Luke 7 in this other woman whose service to Him was so special. The Lord contrasts it with what He had from Simon. Simon was one of the Pharisees, one of Israel, but Jesus found in this woman what He never had from Israel. He did not get a kiss from Israel, but He got many from this woman, and He says, “She loved much”. It must have been a very affecting thing for Him and He recognised it, that it was assembly affection, although there had been little truth yet presented as to the assembly and no formal announcement 

as to its formation. Yet the Lord found in this woman a character of intelligence that He never found in Israel. These two women bring out both intelligence and affection. The Lord said nothing more about it and as He went to the cross He must have cherished in His heart what He had found. The full truth as to the assembly must wait until the Spirit had come down from an ascended Christ, for only then was the assembly formed. 

Then the question was, Who could He tell it to? Who could He tell about the treasure? Who could He trust with the secret? The apostles had some knowledge of it but largely it was confided to Paul. And so Paul speaks in Ephesians 3 as to his “intelligence in the mystery of the Christ, which in other generations has not been made known”, and then he says, “To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given”. The Lord had confided the secret to Paul, and it is Paul who tells us so much about the mystery, the wonderful position and relationship of the assembly. It is a company of persons really, but viewed as one whole that can peculiarly answer to the heart of Christ. 

This is a wonderful truth for us to cherish, dear brethren. There are many Christians who have not understood this mystery, but here it is in Ephesians for our enlightenment. May we become not only more intelligent about it, but may we grow in the affections that are proper to it so that the Lord Jesus, who gave up so much—it says He went and sold all whatever He had—may have assembly response in greater fulness for His own joy, for His name’s sake. 

Amen. 

Address at Vevey, Switzerland
2 May 1987 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:44 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field.

Matthew 15:21-28 (JND) [21] And Jesus, going forth from thence, went away into the parts of Tyre and Sidon; [22] and lo, a Canaanitish woman, coming out from those borders, cried [to him] saying, Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is miserably possessed by a demon. [23] But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came to [him] and asked him, saying, Dismiss her, for she cries after us. [24] But he answering said, I have not been sent save to the lost sheep of Israel's house. [25] But she came and did him homage, saying, Lord, help me. [26] But he answering said, It is not well to take the bread of the children and cast it to the dogs. [27] But she said, Yea, Lord; for even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the table of their masters. [28] Then Jesus answering said to her, O woman, thy faith [is] great. Be it to thee as thou desirest. And her daughter was healed from *that* hour.

Luke 7:44-46 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh.

Ephesians 3:1-6 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,) [5] which in other generations has not been made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in [the power of the] Spirit, [6] that [they who are of] the nations should be joint heirs, and a joint body, and joint partakers of [his] promise in Christ Jesus by the glad tidings;

Romans 16:25 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages,

Ephesians 3:9 (JND) [9] and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things,

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 15 (JND) [1] Then the scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem come up to Jesus, saying, [2] Why do thy disciples transgress what has been delivered by the ancients? for they do not wash their hands when they eat bread. [3] But he answering said to them, Why do *ye* also transgress the commandment of God on account of your traditional teaching? …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



THE LAST DAYS

D. Robertson 

James 5: 1–3, 19, 20; 2 Peter 3: 1–4 (to “coming”), 17, 18; 2 Timothy 3: 1–5, 14, 15; 1 John 2: 18, 22, 23; Jude 17–21 

These scriptures, one each from the five writers of the epistles, all bear reference to the last days, and I seek help just to touch briefly on some of the features of these days, but also, in contrast, to try to show what exists in the saints of God in such days. 

James speaks about the rich, and he speaks of them with great severity. These are persons who take all the benefits that come from a Creator God without any regard for God, without any reference to Him. If you look into the epistle of James you will find that not only have they a lack of regard for God, but they have a lack of regard for the rights of their fellow men. 

Indeed, he says, “Do not the rich oppress you …?” (James 2: 6), and that is a great feature of the last days. There are many souls in the world today who are evilly oppressed. Oppression is a feature of the day. In contrast to that we find that James shows what exists in the saints—

that they are in thankfulness and gratitude for what comes from God; that is the first thing. He says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom is no variation nor shadow of turning” (James 1: 17). It is a feature that marks the saints that, even as to our daily food and the way that God cares for us day by day and hour by hour, we know it comes from above, from the Father of lights. How good He is to us, dear brethren! How we should feel it that God’s goodness today is largely ignored. 

Men speak of the power of trade unionism and what it has brought about and they fail to see that what they have been provided with is really a witness to God’s goodness. 

Then in chapter 2 James says, “Has not God chosen the poor as to the world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to them that love him?” (James 2: 5). James is a kingdom man. I want to speak about the kingdom and its present force. It existed in the Lord Jesus when He was here as a Man. He said, “But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then indeed the kingdom of God is come upon you”, Matthew 12: 28. The power of God to deliver the oppressed existed in that blessed Man in His pathway here. You see the contrast, beloved brethren—not to oppress like the rich, but to deliver the oppressed, and in order that that kingdom might continue, the Lord Jesus went into the heart of the earth. He went into the very domain of evil as a Man and He overthrew its power in death, and He rose again and ascended far above all the heavens. From that point of supremacy, as the great Conqueror of evil, He sent the Holy Spirit in order that the power of the kingdom might be continued and might be made effective in you and me. I speak of the force of the kingdom presently. There are other bearings of the kingdom, but what I am limiting myself to today is the initial feature of the kingdom, and that is that the oppressed might be delivered, and you and I, beloved brethren—I trust the brethren will bear the simple exhortation—want to be heirs of that kingdom and be set for the deliverance of the oppressed. We know people are oppressed. We know young people are oppressed, and sometimes—we have to judge it—when persons get into trouble and become oppressed what may arise in us is the spirit of Pharisaism that would say, ‘They have got what they deserved’. Is that Christianity? Is that the power of the kingdom? 

That is why I read the end of chapter 5. I think verses 19 and 20 present the power of the kingdom operating in those who are the heirs of the kingdom. Is that how we are set, beloved brethren, that the oppressed might be delivered? How fine the language is, “My brethren, if any one among you err from the truth, and one bring him back”—that is the kingdom in operation in order that the oppressed might be delivered—“let him know that he that brings back a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death”. Oh that we might have that kind of power, that we might go in for it, that we might exercise our heirship, what is available in the present power of the Holy Spirit in the saints of God to recover persons, to recover them even from the very brink of death. Oh how evilly persons are oppressed today! 

May we not be like the rich who oppress but be truly heirs of the kingdom that God has promised to them that love Him, that we might be among the lovers of God and come out like God in view of the relief of those who are oppressed. 

Now when we come to Peter he speaks of the mockers, “mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, and saying. Where is the promise of his coming?” The great aim in mocking is that the faith of the saints might be undermined. Often we are challenged, 

‘Show us some evidence that the Lord is coming’; “Where is the promise of his coming?” 

But in contrast to that Peter speaks about the saints “Being built up a spiritual house”, 1 Peter 2: 5. Peter is not undermining, and those who have part in the house are not undermining, they are “Being built up a spiritual house”. We come to Christ, “a living stone”. He says, “yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. I want to speak to you about a house. A house is where souls are cared for; not where they are undermined, not where their faith is in any way troubled, but where there is a sphere of living affection, where there is care for souls. That is what Peter exhorts. He says, “having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”, 1 Peter 5: 7. A true home is where persons are cared for, and God is not behind in that. His house is for the care of souls, where faith may be nurtured, where every feature that is precious to God may be built up. Woe betide anyone who is on a different line; I would not like to be on a different line from that. It is a day for building up the saints, and it is a feature of the house; we are “being built up a spiritual house”, that is, it is an atmosphere of care and protection where there is affection to build up the saints. The house is where God puts what is precious to Him. Young people here, young believers, your true place is in the house. The Lord Jesus being on high, the Holy Spirit has come, and His coming and indwelling believers has constituted the house. Our brother prayed that we might prove salvation. This is where you prove salvation, in the house. You prove that God has power to care, and you prove that the saints have power to care. 

You will remember that the precious things of the house of God were carried away into Babylon. According to Daniel they were used for unholy purposes and unholy revelling, and it says that “in the same hour”, at the very hour when these people were misusing the holy vessels of the house of God, God expressed His judgment of it (Daniel 5: 5). It is to show His jealousy as to the preciousness of the saints, who are the vessels of the house of God. You have not just been taken up to be blessed of God, but God would nurture you and care 

for you so that you might be precious to Him as a vessel and be able “to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”, 1 Peter 2: 5. That is the feature that Peter brings in and that is why I read his word, “Take care lest … ye should fall from your own stedfastness—but grow in grace”. Growth is another feature of the house, as is said in the psalm, “Those that are planted in the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the courts of our God”, Psalm 92: 13. If you want to grow, the place to grow is in the house, where there is affection, where there is care and where there is power to build up and nurture. So Peter says, 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”. How precious that is! The world has cast Him out. The last it saw of Him was on the cross but, as I said, He went into death and He rose again; He is now in heaven, and though the earth has cast Him out there is a sphere down here in correspondence with heaven where the Lord Jesus is treasured. It says, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen”. The house, beloved brethren, is a precious area. What a precious thing it is to be built up in the house, built up in your faith, built up in your affections, built up in your spiritual constitution, and built up in the constant appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then we come to Paul. In 2 Timothy 3 he gives a most comprehensive list of the features of the last days. As you read this it is impressive. It is an absolutely accurate assessment and description of the days we are in—violence, men hating one another, headlong. I often think that word ‘headlong’ is like the swine in Luke 8 rushing down the slope; they could not stop. 

What a world we are in! The whole world is geared in opposition to the testimony. I link this with what is said in 

Revelation about the armies coming against Jerusalem, the beloved city. It says, “And they went up on the breadth of the earth” (Revelation 20: 9)—it is a frontal attack against the glory of the truth. There is no one who has presented the truth in its glory and privileges like Paul. 

He says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. How he unfolds the glory of the mystery; how he speaks of the vessel, the assembly, both in its universal and local bearing, the great vessel of divine light, the vessel of divine wisdom, the vessel of divine glory. He leads us on to understand that it is filled even to all the fulness of God, a vessel that corresponds to the glory of the way that God has shone out in Christ. That is the way that Paul presents the glory of the assembly. He presents it also in its attractiveness and glory as a bride wholly suitable to Christ, the counterpart of Christ, what it is for His heart. It is a vessel, too, that is equal to the glory of Christ, His complement. Paul presents all that, and the enemy is attacking it. 

Make no mistake about the present condition of this world in these “difficult times”. It is really a frontal attack to break down the precious truth of Christ and the assembly. We need to know these things, beloved brethren. Paul exhorts Timothy, “But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned”. I have been most thankful for these two readings and the references to these ministries that we are so privileged to have in our hands, God recovering the saints to the precious truth of the assembly. What precious truth is contained in these ministries, and we have to “abide in those things”. One of the great needs, I think, at the moment is that we might have the power and the grace to help one another and build one another up in features that are proper to the assembly. So Paul says, “But thou, abide in those 

things”. The world is geared to lead you away—that is what it says earlier in the chapter, 

“leading captive silly women”. Oh that we might not be among those who are led away but that we might abide in the best. That is what Paul presents—the best, the greatest. There is nothing beyond what Paul presents. If you leave Paul, you leave everything. Why should we give up the best for anything less? Paul also presents the features of the last days at their very worst and these last days are geared, as I have said, as the enemy’s attack on the great truth of Christ and the assembly. The word is “But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. 

I would like to make an appeal at this point to the young brethren. I trust you will hearken to it. It is a very simple appeal—I ask you to read the Scriptures. There is nothing more important practically. I know you may misconstrue that, because your relationship with God is important. It is important that you should pray and develop in your relations with God, but practically there is nothing that can be compared to reading the Holy Scriptures. I would appeal to the young brethren to read the Scriptures. Paul says of them here, they “are able”—

think of the ability of the Scriptures. You say, ‘It is only a book’. This Book has ability, there is power in it, and the ability it has is that it will “make thee wise unto salvation”—for all the glorious things that are written in this Book are centred in that glorious Man—“through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. 

When we come to John, antichrist is the feature of the last days that he speaks about. I think 

when we come to the thought of antichrist we touch the matter of our affections, a most important matter with a believer. You remember it says about Absalom that he “stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (2 Samuel 15: 6)—that is the antichrist. It is so deceptive because it has a religious form that is geared to taint our affections and take them away from Christ. 

The great feature of the anti-Christ is that he denies, but in contrast to that John speaks about those who confess. John says, “He is the antichrist who denies the Father and the Son”. He may not appear to do so, but without doubt his aim is to break down the whole system that revolves round the revelation of God. In contrast to that it says, “He who confesses the Son has the Father also”. There is no other way you can have the Father but by confessing the Son. I wonder if we are all confessors of the Son. You say, ‘I have confessed Jesus as my Saviour’. Well, we are thankful to know that, but have you confessed Jesus as the Son? If you have, you have the Father also, you are part of the family of God. We have spoken of James in connection with the kingdom, of Peter as to the house, and of Paul as to the assembly. John speaks of the family. Do you belong to the family? Are you in the circumstances of the family? You say, How do I get into it? You confess Jesus as the Son. I will tell you what it means practically. It means that the power of this world is broken for you, it no longer holds any attraction for you. If you confess Jesus as the Son of God you have another Man and another world before you; that is the confession of Jesus as the Son. “He who confesses the Son has the Father also”. You are brought into a wonderful family system where there is affection, where there are the joys of the family, where there are the relationships of the family, where there are the liberties of the family. 

It is all to be known as you confess Jesus as the Son, and I think in this way our affections are bound up livingly in this glorious family line of things. I came across a beautiful touch in Mr. 

Taylor’s writings where he said that God will be known as a family God eternally. You can enjoy it now, enjoy all the glorious, holy liberty of God’s family, and the way into it is by confessing Jesus as the Son of God. The man in John 9 was a confessor of Jesus as the Son of God, and that man, you can be sure, not only had the Son but he had also the Father. Have you the Son and the Father? I would appeal to you; it is attractive to me. A brother said recently that the world bored him, and it bores me. But I tell you, the Son and the Father have attraction. Oh that you might be attracted by Them that you might become a confessor of Jesus as the Son of God, and that you might thus have the Father also, and come into the fulness, the joy and the liberty of the holy relationships of the family. That is John and it is the only way the truth can be maintained. You might say, ‘We are going to maintain the truth in my locality; we are going to maintain it to the letter’. You will fail! The whole book of Genesis is a testimony that the way to preserve the truth is the family. Think of the millions that lived in the time of Genesis, and yet what is mainly related in the book is the history of families. What is God telling us, beloved brethren? He is saying that the way to maintain the truth is in the power and joy of the family. We had recently in ministry that the way to maintain Paul’s ministry is in the vital joy of the family of God, so that “He who confesses the Son”, that Person, “has the Father also”. 

I would end with a word on Jude. Jude, again, speaks of those who mock and he says, “These are they who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit”. That is a, dreadful thing! It 

is formalism, and there is no life in formalism. The Spirit of God is not in it. There may be refined features about natural men, but “not having the Spirit”. We are all natural men; thank God for the ties of nature; but here they are “natural men, not having the Spirit”. It is the deadliness of formalism. They go on, setting themselves apart, but not having the Spirit. But it says, “But ye, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit” that is not formalism, that is life. A person who prays in the Holy Spirit does not need a prayer book. The illustration that Jude draws is from Enoch. I suppose Enoch lived in a time when this world was saturated with evil, and yet what is said of Enoch is that he 

“walked with God; and he was not, for God took him”, Genesis 5: 24. I think he is a type of a person who is building himself up on his most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, and keeping himself in the love of God. Well, we need vitality, beloved brethren; I think it is the power of communion. I think that is what Jude brings you to. He says, “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). Jude gives us the circle of truth, not to be held in terms, but in the living power of communion with God. I think that is the way the truth is to be contended for earnestly. 

I enjoyed our first hymn today, ‘Our path is on with earnest haste’ (Hymn 47)—Oh that there were more earnestness with us that we might “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”, knowing that the power for it lies in the intimacy of communion. Were you not touched in the last reading by what we arrived at, that the power of prophecy lies in intimacy? 

It is not in what you know, it is not in assiduous study, even of the Scriptures. The power for prophecy, the power to affect one another, lies in intimacy with 

God. At a time when there were many who were opposing the truth as it came out in the history of the recovery. Mr. Taylor ministered a very essential, yet simple, line of things: 

‘Nearness to Christ and Public Service’ (Vol.29, p.134). It must be in that order. If you want power to contend earnestly for the truth, it lies in communion with God. So Jude says here, 

“Building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God”. Beloved brethren, I do not think there is any need for any one of us to be outside the love of God. It is there for us. It is a wonderful area of things where these holy relationships and holy intimacies can be known and where, as we had today, secrets can be shared with God. Think of God sharing His secrets with us! It is wonderful when you can go into God and you can pour out your burden to Him; you can tell Him what is in your heart; you can tell Him all that you are facing and He will listen to you and He will care for you and He will minister comfort to you and consolation and help. It is a still more wonderful thing when God has the liberty to disclose something to you. I think that is keeping yourself in the love of God. 

You young brethren, young believers, the first breath you take spiritually is in the love of God, in contrast to the noxious gases that fill this world. I know a little about gases; I can assure you that in a moral sense they are noxious, deceitful and dangerous. There was a time in our district when nineteen men were killed because a mine was treated as being perfectly safe when there was gas in it—a beloved brother was among the nineteen. Do not treat the world like that. It is full of noxious gases, hut the way to keep clear of it is to “keep yourselves in the love of God”. Then Jude says, “awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”. I am not quite sure if I 

understand that part, but I do know this that along with myself there are those in this room who have known the overwhelming power of mercy and been thankful for it many, many times, “awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”. Well, what a fine line it is, beloved brethren. How fine it is to see how Jude ends, “But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen”. 

Address in Edinburgh
30 May 1986 

 


Scripture references

James 5:1-20 (JND) [1] Go to now, ye rich, weep, howling over your miseries that [are] coming upon [you]. [2] Your wealth is become rotten, and your garments moth-eaten. [3] Your gold and silver is eaten away, and their canker shall be for a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have heaped up treasure in [the] last days. [4] Behold, the wages of your labourers, who have harvested your fields, wrongfully kept back by you, cry, and the cries of those that have reaped are entered into the ears of [the] Lord of sabaoth. [5] Ye have lived luxuriously on the earth and indulged yourselves; ye have nourished your hearts [as] in a day of slaughter; [6] ye have condemned, ye have killed the just; he does not resist you. [7] Have patience, therefore, brethren, till the coming of the Lord. Behold, the labourer awaits the precious fruit of the earth, having patience for it until it receive [the] early and [the] latter rain. [8] *Ye* also have patience: stablish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is drawn nigh. [9] Complain not one against another, brethren, that ye be not judged. Behold, the judge stands before the door. [10] Take [as] an example, brethren, of suffering and having patience, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of [the] Lord. [11] Behold, we call them blessed who have endured. Ye have heard of the endurance of Job, and seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is full of tender compassion and pitiful. [12] But before all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath; but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay, that ye do not fall under judgment. …

2 Peter 3:1-4 (JND) [1] This, a second letter, beloved, I already write to you, in [both] which I stir up, in the way of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind, [2] to be mindful of the words spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the Lord and Saviour by your apostles; [3] knowing this first, that there shall come at [the] close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, [4] and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from [the] beginning of [the] creation.

2 Timothy 3:1-15 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, [4] traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; [5] having a form of piety but denying the power of it: and from these turn away. [6] For of these are they who are getting into houses, and leading captive silly women, laden with sins, led by various lusts, [7] always learning, and never able to come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth. [8] Now in the same manner in which Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, thus these also withstand the truth; men corrupted in mind, found worthless as regards the faith. [9] But they shall not advance farther; for their folly shall be completely manifest to all, as that of those also became. [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all. [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. …

1 John 2:18-23 (JND) [18] Little children, it is [the] last hour, and, according as ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is [the] last hour. [19] They went out from among us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have surely remained with us, but that they might be made manifest that none are of us. [20] And *ye* have [the] unction from the holy [one], and ye know all things. [21] I have not written to you because ye do not know the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. [22] Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? *He* is the antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. [23] Whoever denies the Son has not the Father either; he who confesses the Son has the Father also.

Jude 1:17-21 (JND) [17] But *ye*, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, [18] that they said to you, that at [the] end of the time there should be mockers, walking after their own lusts of ungodlinesses. [19] These are they who set [themselves] apart, natural [men], not having [the] Spirit. [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

James 2:6 (JND) [6] But *ye* have despised the poor [man]. Do not the rich oppress you, and [do not] *they* drag you before [the] tribunals?

James 1:17 (JND) [17] Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom is no variation nor shadow of turning.

James 2:5 (JND) [5] Hear, my beloved brethren: Has not God chosen the poor as to the world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to them that love him?

Matthew 12:28 (JND) [28] But if *I* by [the] Spirit of God cast out demons, then indeed the kingdom of God is come upon you.

1 Peter 2:5 (JND) [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 5:7 (JND) [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.

Daniel 5:5 (JND) [5] In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

1 Peter 2:5 (JND) [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Psalms 92:13 (JND) [13] Those that are planted in the house of Jehovah shall flourish in the courts of our God:

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Revelation 20:9 (JND) [9] And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city: and fire came down [from God] out of the heaven and devoured them.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

2 Samuel 15:6 (JND) [6] And in this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment; and Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Jude 1:3 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.



THE BELIEVER’S HOPE (Romans 8: 23)

J. H. Mutton * 

Oh how my inmost soul doth long 

Its rest, its liberty, 

To sing in power the eternal song 

Of glory unto Thee. 

Yet fast that day is drawing near 

When we shall with Thee be, 

Our spirits then no more depressed 

Shall burst in praise to Thee. 

O happy morn! O blissful day! 

What joy for us and Thee! 

Thy bride from every grief away 

Shall rest in peace with Thee. 

O Lord, with joy we wait that day 

When Thou shalt have Thy part, 

A full, a living, joyful song, 

True praise from every heart. 

* Composed at the end of 1922, during a painful illness. The author went to be with the Lord seven months later at the age of 22. 

 


MUSINGS

“I WOULD HAVE PROFIT OF THEE” So speaks Paul to Philemon (Philemon 20). This raises the exercising question, ‘Am I a source of profit to my brethren?’ Each of us should be yielding something which adds to the warmth and wealth of the company. In Canaan there were to be such happy, neighbourly relations that you could go into your neighbour’s vineyard and eat of his grapes, or pluck ears from his standing corn (Deuteronomy 23: 24, 25). Thus I profit from my brother’s prosperity. That is very good, but can he profit from me? 

We have been such objects of rich divine grace and favour that there should be a constant happy interchange of spiritual substance among us. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Philemon 1:20 (JND) [20] Yea, brother, *I* would have profit of *thee* in [the] Lord: refresh my bowels in Christ.

Deuteronomy 23:24-25 (JND) [24] When thou comest into thy neighbour's vineyard, thou mayest eat grapes thy fill, according to thy desire, but thou shalt not put any in thy vessel. [25] When thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbour, thou mayest pluck ears with thy hand; but thou shalt not wave the sickle against thy neighbour's standing corn.



EXTRACTS

I think it should be laid down that a person not in the fellowship is not suitable as a wife or husband of one of the fellowship. It is a mixed marriage, and ought to be so named. If priestly admonition is applied, priestly investigation having been made, and the person in fellowship refuses to listen to the brethren, it seems to me that such are disqualified for the fellowship ... 

Great priestly care would be employed in the way of admonition and pointing out by spiritual instruction that the course is lawless—no other word should be used. It is a lawless course. He may not think it, and maintain the plea that the person is a Christian; but it is a lawless course, and if that is brought to his attention carefully and graciously he should be convicted; but if he refuses he is lawless. He is disregarding the word of God as to marriage, and he is refusing to hear the assembly. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 48, pp.242, 243) 

I have not the least hesitation in saying that there is more grace in every one in this room than they can express, because the body is opaque. And why? Because they have not denied self; self-gratification hinders them in the manifestation of Christ. So we read—“I keep under (or ‘buffet’) my body”. It is the body that becomes the theatre of this wonderful grace. The body is the place in which all the evil has been done, but now the Lord says, I have redeemed it; it must now be my place—my garden. It has been growing all the weeds that Satan could plant in it, but now it must grow flowers for me. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, pp.87, 88) 

The work of the Spirit is to make true in me what is true for me. All is true for me, but all is not true in me, and the great characteristic of the real servant is that his heart is set on this work of the Spirit in the saints, as Paul says, “that we may present every man perfect in Christ”. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 2, p.394)
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