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THE RESURRECTION

John 11: 17–27, 39–44; Romans 6: 4–9; 8: 11; Colossians 2: 12–15; 3: 1–4 

RT  I suggested these passages as a guide to our thoughts to speak of the resurrection. It is something that God has done in answer to all that came in through the fall in Adam. In raising the Lord Jesus from among the dead a new world has been opened up. It goes on to ascension, of course, but I thought we may just speak of the great matter of what God has done in raising Christ. May the light of it, indeed may the joy of it, come into our hearts to affect us. The thought of resurrection is fundamental and well-known, but the Lord speaks in Luke’s gospel of persons being sons of the resurrection. It is mainly in my mind, that in speaking of it together and helping one another, there may be something of that character formed in us. The resurrection is part of the Christian’s hope but the Lord says more than that. He says, “I am the resurrection”. It is not an event only. Martha was looking forward to that, but He would lift her view, “I am the resurrection and the life—he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live”. It shows the bearing of it presently. I thought Romans helps us to be in newness of life. The reference to the Spirit is very touching, “the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you”, and shows the power available. Then Colossians gives us the teaching which leads to our minds being on the things above. The Lord may just help us in the consideration of Himself as the resurrection and the life. I think perhaps Elisha helps us in the type; on the one hand there are the sons of the prophets who knew that Elijah had been taken up, although they hardly believed it, but in Elisha there was someone who was in the conscious sense of the power of that life. We can see the effect in Elisha’s ministry in the power that he had. Resurrection is spoken of in scripture as the great demonstration of God’s power when He raised Christ; something of His pleasure entered into that, we can understand that. There is something of God’s pleasure too in the resurrection of the saints through having apprehended Christ as the resurrection and the life. God will have His pleasure and exercise His rights in raising them to be in another body and in another condition where the full enjoyment of His love will be known. I count on the Lord guiding us and helping one another that we may be attracted into and be freshly confirmed in this sphere of knowing the Lord as the resurrection and the life. 

JW  In the scriptures you have had read do you think we have to accept our position as dead with Christ; dead with Him and being identified with Him in His resurrection? 

RT  I thought the family in John 11 came through something of that. The Lord says, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God” (John 11: 4), and I think you can see the family in a better light in the next chapter. They had come through the exercise of death and had come into the joy of resurrection. So it is an experimental matter. It is more than light in our souls, so you see Mary and Martha going through the experience of death, “he stinks already”. But then the Lord says, “Take away the stone”. As faith enters into it we are able to go through these exercises in the light and in the faith of the resurrection, do you think? 

JW  Yes. Do we get a sense in this chapter that the Lord is able for everything? The raising of Lazarus and the glory of the resurrection would show that the Lord’s power is able for every situation, do you think? 

RT  Yes, the Lord deliberately stayed away it seems; He allowed the full force of death in those four days to press upon them. So it would bear in upon us, that the natural condition in which we live, death lies upon it, but there is Someone who has come into our circumstances and gone through them, and we apprehend Him as the resurrection and the life: I think you see something of that in the way they were at table with Him in the next chapter; they were there in the full gain of that experience. 

DJW  Would you say some more as to “I am the resurrection and the life”? Does it relate to the expression we get in John 5 as to the Son having life in Himself? 

RT  Yes, and His power to raise the dead. That is something entirely new and you can see it dawning on Martha and Mary. The event was in their mind but now it is in a Person whom we have been brought to love. He is marked out Son of God in power by resurrection of the dead. He already did it to some, but here He is taking them through the exercise to bring them and us to apprehend, not only that He died for us, but that He has the power and the right to speak of Himself thus, as the resurrection and the life. 

JW  We do not find our life in what is natural but really come through to the thought that Christ is the centre. He becomes the centre of this family, does He, as knowing Him as the resurrection and the life? 

RT  Yes, I thought that was the bearing of newness of life, so that the interests Lazarus had before would have very little appeal to him. The resurrection brings us on to new ground, and opens up a new world that is to command our interests. We will come to more of that in Colossians that our minds are to be on the things that are above. As you say, there is the experience to be gone through, that death attaches to all that is here and to my condition too as a fallen man, but the Lord has broken the power and the authority of death, and now He is opening up a new world of which He is the centre, which is to claim our affections and our interest, even while we are in these bodies and is what makes us sons of the resurrection; something is seen that our way of life is different. 

RMB  Would you say something about verse 26, and “every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”; how are we to understand that? 

RT  Well I think that is the bearing of resurrection, that it has opened up another world; “every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”, because if we have already faced death, we are brought into the light of another world to know Him who is the resurrection and the life, do you think? 

RMB  Yes, I notice that the Lord says, “every one who lives and believes on me”. It seems that the expression “every one who lives” the Lord imparts something to a believer which can never be extinguished, so that even if they die literally as far as things here are concerned, we know in fact that there is something in the spirit of the believer which lives with Christ, does it not? I think there is something very precious to think that the Lord imparts something to a believer which can never be extinguished even by the greatest power in the universe. 

RT  And it becomes our life now. I think you can see that in this family that they are already coming into the enjoyment of that life. The Lord speaks a good deal in the earlier chapters of eternal life, and I think that is what it brings us into in the present time, the enjoyment of a life which death will not extinguish. The Lord would graciously draw us into that. 

DJR  Paul spoke to the Philippians that they might know Him and the power of His resurrection. He goes on to talk about pursuing as having been taken possession of by Christ Jesus, but there are references in that section to His resurrection. 

RT  Yes, and he says there, “if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead” (Philippians 3: 11); he knew that he would be raised, but he was seeking that the power of resurrection life may be known by him now. The chapter is full of energy, and the Lord would stimulate us to this kind of believing. John makes a great deal of believing. It has been said that he writes to make believers out of believers. The verse that has been called attention to, “he that believes on me”, means a thorough committal to Him, to have Him enshrined in our affections. Thus we are brought into this life and the enjoyment of another world, although we are still in the present conditions. 

DW  Is there a certain order in John’s teaching? For example in chapter 9 the Lord secures the blind man, “dost thou believe on the Son of God?” with a view to bringing him into the flock in chapter 10 and on to the family in chapter 11. 

RT  Yes, I am sure of that, and here I think He is bringing us on to new ground which is opening up from chapter 13 onwards. It goes on to speak about having part with Him. That would be as apprehending Him as the resurrection and the life. From this chapter onwards, He is leading us on to the Father’s house, and all that is opening up in that world. What is preparatory to that is apprehending Him as the resurrection and the life. 

RHB  The passage in Luke 20 refers to the sons of the resurrection and the Lord says of God that “he is not God of the dead but of the living” and then adds “for all live for him” (Luke 20: 38). That may to some extent answer the questions raised as to those who believe never dying; they live for Him and do you think the apprehension of that would exercise us to whether we are living for Him now? It is true of saints who have died that they live for Him but what about those of us who have not passed through death? 

RT  Is that the newness of life in Romans 6? I thought that was what this was leading us on to. Lazarus was brought back but Mary and Martha are brought through the experience of it into the light of another world altogether, of which Christ is the centre, and to which death no longer applies because the power of it has been broken, through Christ, and made good to us, through our baptism with Him and conformity to His death, so that we are able to walk in newness of life. 

RHB  It is connected with glory; the Lord says of Lazarus that it is “for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified”, but in Romans 6 His own resurrection is connected with the glory of the Father. There is what is humiliating about death but the answer to that is the glory that attaches to resurrection. 

RT  There is what is humiliating and yet there is what is a release. We would never be able to face it apart from the One who has faced death and broken its power. You can see how He is touching their affections; it says that He was moved in His spirit and He wept. What a link He had with them, and their link with Him is becoming stronger, to lead them through the humiliating side of death to see that it is opening up another world of which He is the centre, and He in those circumstances becomes their life. 

DER  Every believer knows something of Jesus as Lord and Saviour, and as a good Friend to refer to in circumstances here, but is the Lord showing us in this section that He wanted to be everything to that family and the blessedness of Him having that place? 

RT  Yes, and in deep affection He passes us through these experiences that it might become so. There is a good deal of pressure upon the brethren at the moment. There are prolonged exercises and long illnesses in which the Lord may be bringing some of these exercises to bear on us in persons who are going through the experience of facing death. But all these are for the glory of God that we may realise that, while there is no hope for our present condition, there is being wrought in our hearts that which leads us on to another realm of things altogether, of which He is the centre, and He becomes our life in our present circumstances. 

GCB  It is a comfort when He says to Martha, “Believest thou this?”, and she indicates in verse 27 that, like some of us, she was just beginning to understand what you are bringing before us? She mentions Him as the Son of God which would confirm what you are saying as to the centre of another world. 

RT  Yes, I think the Lord changes them as He would change us from being merely orthodox. We know that in the resurrection all believers will be raised, but the Lord is bringing home to us, that the power of it and the experience of it is to be true in our hearts and in our lives now. He does that with the family here. You can see them growing, as you say. There was certainly a great change as we come to the next chapter, “There therefore they made him a supper”. What affections are expressed from the experiences they went through. 

PM  Why do we get a glimpse in this section of the Lord’s relation with the Father? 

RT  Well I think it is all part of this new world that He is opening up to us. As I said earlier, from chapter 13 onwards, His teaching is leading to the Father’s house, and these experiences that we are speaking of, and the light and the joy of resurrection in our lives, would help us to be more at home with the Father, do you think? 

PM  Would it give us some impression of what He is to the Father as the One who is the resurrection and the life, sustaining a whole universe for the Father’s pleasure on that basis? 

RT  Yes, the Father raised Christ; we can understand that. The infinite pleasure that was there in Christ could not be held by death. The resurrection of the saints will be selective as well. There is something wrought out in the saints that the Father will not leave in death; they are raised because they are worthy. That chapter in Hebrews 11 speaks of persons of faith as worthy of something better because of the way they lived. Indeed we can see the Father, the Son and the Spirit, entering into the resurrection of the saints. As apprehending Christ in this way and the enjoyment of Him as the resurrection and the life, we are brought into entirely new relationships where we are at home in the divine presence. 

JW  Because of what we are we tend to look at things from our own point of view, we centre round ourselves. Do you think what we are having before us would give us what is the divine pleasure, what is for the glory of God, what is for the pleasure of the Father; and do you think as having Christ before us in that way we would begin to think that way, and it affects our walk here? 

RT  I thought that is the idea in Romans that there is newness of life being expressed in the saints that cannot be held by death; that was absolutely true in Christ but is also being seen in the saints through the Spirit’s grace. It says that He will quicken our mortal bodies, those who are alive, on account of His Spirit; there is a treasure in the saints in the work of the Spirit, that God is going to very soon house in other circumstances. 

DJW  Would you say something as to the fact that resurrection is connected particularly with His voice? I was thinking of Hebrews; it says “upholding all things by the word of his power”, Hebrews 1: 3. Is this sphere of resurrection maintained by the recognition of His voice? 

RT  It is the voice of authority. He has the right to that power. All who are in the tombs will hear His voice as well, but first there will be the call for the saints of God. He has the keys of death and of hades. That would all enter into the resurrection and the life, that He has authority over that domain and He is going to exercise it, first of all in bringing His own out of it to be housed in other conditions. 

DW  We noted your reference in prayer to Psalm 23, “though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil” (Psalm 23: 4). It is not exactly death itself but you are very near to it, in the presence of it. Would a link with the One who is the resurrection and the life lift us above that into a realm where He is the centre and where death has no entrance? 

RT  Well I feel very much that the Lord has brought home to us in recent times persons who are passing through the valley of the shadow of death, some more than others, but I think we have all had to face it with them. I think it has been to bring us all on to the enjoyment of resurrection ground. Some are facing it very deeply and are very bright in their spirit; you can see that they are already apprehending Him as the resurrection and the life. 

Their hope is already in relation to another world, and I believe the Lord has brought these exercises, very widespread and very close to us, to draw us into the enjoyment of this other world and the relationships which are suited to it. The sons of the resurrection suggest something formative. As I have said already, these sons of the prophets are in one group but then Elisha stands by himself. He had been through these exercises of Gilgal and the Jordan, and it says he rent his own garments and he took up the cloak of Elijah. He was finished with an orthodox order of things, and he came back into those circumstances with the cloak of Elijah, and the life that was in a man who was taken up. You can see the wonderful power in Elisha’s ministry, to meet current conditions in the power of the life of another man. 

JW  In these scriptures we have before us we are not exactly taken off the earth and taken into heaven. Is your exercise as to knowing Christ now as the resurrection and the life, in view of knowing Him in another world and the way it affects us now in our everyday life? 

RT  I think that was what Paul was expending his energy on, as was referred to, in Philippians. He says, “what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss”, Philippians 3: 7. He also says, “if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead” (Philippians 3: 11), to experience the power of it in the circumstances in which he was; as it was with Elisha, he brought the power of all that he had experienced into the circumstances. There was death in the pot, but he was able to bring in something in the meal that could meet it. There were the waters that were affected and he was able to bring a remedy because he had the joy of another power working in his soul. 

BES  Romans 6 is individual we know but is there a parallel collectively? The question is raised, “Should we continue in sin that grace may abound?” It is a very solemn thing if we allow things among us that are not pleasing to the Lord and we allow them to go on. 

RT  Yes. If we go this way individually we will be helped to merge collectively. 

“We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death”. It is something we have to go through in view of arriving at this other world of which we have spoken, “in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life”. 

DEB  The passage that you have referred to once or twice in Luke 20 speaks about those who are counted worthy to have part in that world and the resurrection. That would bear too on the fact that in Colossians we read that the Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light (Colossians 1: 12). That would be something current, would it? 

RT  Yes, what we are speaking of is that we may be counted worthy through these exercises so that things that had their appeal and governed our way of life no longer hold us, but the power of another world and the Man who is the centre of it, are drawing us into that area of things where our affections are developed, so that we are able to be in newness of life as sons of the resurrection. What God is going to raise in the saints is something that is worthy of being at home in another world. 

JSG  In the verse in Romans 8 it is very striking how the personal name of Jesus is brought in first, and I wondered if that would link with the thoughts spoken of just now as to His personal worthiness to be raised, “if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead”. 

RT  I thought it was a remarkable expression, “if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you”. So that there is something there that warrants God raising up the saints; He takes His pleasure in them. As you say it was unique in Jesus, but the Spirit of Him who raised up Jesus is dwelling in us to produce something of the features of Jesus, so that we will be at home in that other world; and the exercise is that we are at home in it now. 

DER  It is something for us to come to that there is only one Man before God and He is out of death. Everything else is under death, and if we are to be in life we must be in the Man who is before God, and we therefore reckon ourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. That is something that each of us needs to arrive at in our souls, do you think? 

RT  Well the bearing of baptism is that there is only one Man before me. Colossians is very affecting in that the grace and the sympathies of Christ are with us to bring us through into this other way of life. It says that being “buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God ... he has quickened together with him”. The relationship that is worked out with Christ in these practical exercises I think all develops the features of sons of the resurrection. 

DER  To be in the gain of that involves walking in the Spirit. 

RT  That is why I called attention to that verse in Romans, “the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus”. Romans is the experimental side of things, in which the Spirit helps us, and these references here to “with him” are all experimental; that we are buried with Him, raised with Him and quickened with Him. The Spirit is helping us in these exercises so that we are more at home in that world, the resurrection world, in the enjoyment of our relationships with divine Persons. 

PM  Is this really when you see the ark, you move from your place and go after it? Does Christ become the point of attraction going through death into another world? 

RT  Yes, physically they did that; and yet how little they apprehended it shows the need for us of those exercises to know the power to sustain life in relation to God and the enjoyment of Him in His own circumstances, do you think? 

JW  Do you think it is something that should quicken us in our affections to be identified with Christ; to know that we can be identified with Him in His death and His resurrection? 

RT  It helps us through the exercises that our brother spoke of, the ignominious side of death and the pressure of it, but we are facing it in the light of resurrection. The teaching is to help us; buried with Him, raised with Him through faith of the working of God, quickened with Him; so we are facing death in the light of another world of which He is the centre, where a great realm of glory is opened up as we are helped through these exercises. 

JW  It really comes down to what Christ is to me. We have spoken of Him being the centre; if He really is everything to me the thought of being associated with Him, identified with Him, would be something that would really go in for. 

RT  Yes, and to realise His power to effectuate this, to bring us to be at home in circumstances where things that are above become a regulating feature in our lives here. 

RWF  Could you distinguish for us the difference between resurrection and quickening? 

RT  The actual resurrection will be from among the dead. Quickening as in Romans 8 will be of our mortal bodies at the rapture. As going through the exercises we are speaking of now in our spirit and way of life, there is something worked out in us in spiritual experience that gives the Spirit peculiar liberty to engage us with fresh impressions of another world and our place in it now. He does not quicken the flesh. 

RWF  I wondered if it had particular reference to the things which are above? Our place is there and we find that we are at home there. 

RT  Yes, I think the exercises that we are speaking of give the Spirit peculiar liberty, so you think of that family together in John 12, the house being filled with the odour of the ointment. I think that is the Spirit touching something in the affections of the saints that releases them, and gives some pleasure to Christ and to the Father in these days that we are in. 

DW  Your life is hid with the Christ in God; to the unbeliever there is that which cannot be understood. In taking account of a believer, you are not finding your pleasure in things of this world, but it relates to another Man on the other side of death. That is a mystery to the unbeliever, is it not? 

RT  It shows how real the resurrection world is to us, does it not? that world and the resurrection, “your life is hid with the Christ in God”. We hesitate to say it, but the fact is that that world is more real to such persons than the present world with all its allurements and attractions. 

DER  It is the measure in which that is so, we shall find this newness of life in Christ above. 

RT  Yes, and these references to “with him” in Colossians are to help us through the exercises; we are all tested but “he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences”. So that the Lord leads us very graciously through the exercises, and strengthens our affections in going through them, so that we have power to overcome in the present circumstances. 

BES  The quickening in Ephesians and Colossians is spiritual; it says, “he has quickened” us, but in Romans it is related to our bodies. That is to come, is it not? 

RT  Indeed, but the hope of it is already known, and by faith we embrace it. At present, I think it is peculiarly connected with the Spirit. I always think of quickening as when David comes in before Samuel, and it says, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”, 1 Samuel 16: 12. There is a touch of the Spirit, as applying it to our time, touching the affections of Samuel. I think we should know something of that in our meetings, the Spirit touching the affections of the saints, lifting our spirits and fixing our minds exclusively on the enjoyment of Christ being before us. 

JW  I was thinking of that verse in Romans 8 that you have referred to. It speaks of the Spirit dwelling. The body is going to be quickened by the Spirit, but the Spirit dwells in that body as if the Spirit finds pleasure indwelling it, do you think? 

RT  Yes, I think it is not much spoken of, but you can see through that scripture that the Father, the Son and the Spirit all have to do with the resurrection of the saints. I think the present experience of being sons of the resurrection brings us into particular liberty with divine Persons, to be at home in the enjoyment of Their love so that we are able to go through the things that press on us and test us, and rise above them to be at home in the enjoyment of divine love. 

GCB  Is this matter of quickening in Colossians another test or proof of our reality? A number of believers might say, I cannot see you raised from the dead, but they cannot deny the quickening power in our affections towards Christ, can they? 

RT  No, they cannot, and as you say they would know nothing about it, but they see that there is something there that has been developed and is known, through our links with divine Persons and particularly our links with the Spirit, do you think? so that they can see a life that is not dependent on the things that men find their life in. Mr. Stoney writes that many persons want to go to heaven, but if they were taken there they would be very unhappy because they would not have the things that they live in now. They would not have in heaven their amusements and the relationships that they have now. Believers have already been able in divine grace to look beyond all that, and see that their life is really bound up with Christ in God. It is so, if it is so, but these exercises are to encourage us that they may be more so, that our life is bound up with Christ. 

GCB  Do you think that what our life is, each of us individually, is more apparent to others than we realise perhaps? 

RT  Well, would that it is more enjoyed by us; it would then be more apparent too. 

There is a whole world there of great variety and infinite resources so that we are encouraged to “have your mind on the things that are above” and to “seek the things which are above”. These things are not bounded by death. 

PM  Are the things which are above centred in the enjoyment of relationships with divine Persons and with one another? 

RT  Yes, I think so, and they are eternal; they are not mystical, they are very real to us now. So that the relationships we enjoy now will require another body for their fulness, but they are already enjoyed through the Spirit’s grace. 

JSG  I wondered if the picture we are given of the company in John 12 is the setting out of “every one who lives and believes on me shall never die”. It was not only Lazarus who was there but the sisters were there too. They had not gone through the literal experience of death. I wondered if you would say more about the effect of the sufferings through the shadow of death on others at the present time upon our companies. 

RT  I think it has all been to wean us away from things that hold us, because it is bringing home to us that things here are passing, the best of them, and that helps us to know that our “life is hid with the Christ in God”. We must have the enjoyment of that to be maintained in the truth of our baptism and in the truth of being dead with Him. These things go on together in our histories, that we are in the enjoyment of our life being hid, so that we are able to resist the temptations and the powers that would draw us away to be ensnared in this world. 

TJH  There is a tract which the brethren will remember, ‘Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment’; many may know much about safety and certainty but what you are bringing before us is to help us as to enjoyment. Would you help us more on having our minds on the things that are above? Would that help us in the secret of the enjoyment of the things that are there above? 

RT  Yes, it is where the Christ is sitting; He is already enthroned there and He is not only there but He has given us a place there, and that place becomes very interesting to the saints as they “seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”. Then, have your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth”. As you say it is enjoyment and we have the experience of our heavenly part even now as we follow the way that He has gone and the way that divine grace would lead us. 

PM  We are living in a day when men live in their possessions and what is material. Would the experiences through which the saints are passing at the present time have in view drawing us from that whole order of things to live on account of Him. He says in John, “because I live ye also shall live”, John 14: 19. Is that the way the Lord takes us to fill our affections with Himself? 

RT  Yes, that was what I was thinking; materialism is the great matter among men, spending their whole lives at it and the devil is very active to draw us into it, to find our lives in what is material. But I think that these exercises are to let us see that it is all passing, even the best of it, whatever it is, but there is another life and it is centred in where the Christ is sitting. The Lord has gone before and in His grace and in His love He would draw us to have our affections on that scene where He is, and, as we have in John, He has prepared a place for us. I think He is bringing us through these exercises that that place may be more real to us, and the One who is the centre of it may be enthroned in our affections, so that we are able to resist the power of materialism and all that it would draw us into. 

TJH  The material things which have been referred to can be spoiled by rust or moth, but the things that are above cannot be spoiled by these things. It would help us therefore to have our eyes on the things which cannot be spoiled. 

RT  The question is, how real are they to us, the things that are above? As I have said, they are not mystical, they are not theories; to the sons of the resurrection they are very real. If our minds are on the things that are above we become governed by them, and we will be able to resist these other powers, because what is guiding us and holding us and drawing us into this other world is this great system of things which is centred in a risen and glorified Man. 

AM  Is the presentation of the Lord sitting at the right hand of God suggestive of a scene where divine affections are complacently at rest in Him? It is not a question of His present service or anything like that, though we take comfort from that, but our lives are to be hid in a scene where divine affections are known and enjoyed. 

RT  It would be a very restful scene where the Christ is sitting. All these things are settled, the great work of redemption, the power of Satan broken, it is all settled so He is sitting there. His work completed, and He becomes an object for our affections. The enjoyment of the gospel is our hearts being bound up with a risen and glorified Man. We are justified through faith and what He has done, and saved in the power of His life. There is a great system opened up in the teaching of the gospel that would lead us to have our minds and our lives centred in this other world where He is sitting. 

DW  I wondered if there was some point in the Lord at the end of Luke, when He led them out as far as Bethany, to the place where they experienced the Lord as the resurrection and the life, to a point where they saw Him separated from them and carried up into heaven, as if from that point on it was intended that such persons, that company, should be drawn to Him where He is? 

RT  Yes, and it is in contrast to Jerusalem where the orthodox things were going on, but this is outside Jerusalem and that is where the saints are drawn to, an area of things where these experiences are real in the saints, and their affections are settled on where He is sitting at the right hand of God. That is the place of authority and power and soon He is going to descend from it and open the tombs of the believers, and bring us into new bodies of glory. 

Those who are alive will be quickened, but in the meantime it is no surprise to us to taste and enter into something of these new conditions, because already. He has become our life. Well, it is true, if it is true, but the Lord would encourage us that it may be increasingly true for us all. 

RHB  It is significant, is it not, it is more than geographical, that it says of the Lord in John, “He who comes from above is above all”, John 3: 31? He morally transcends every other; the thought of what is above is what is morally elevating, any object this side of death leads to what is downward, but having your mind on the things that are above is what is morally elevating to the soul. 

RT  It is a sphere where sin has never invaded and it has never been marred. There is One there who has come into the circumstances in which we are to lead our hearts into it. 

These words, “with him” in Colossians are to attract us through the deep exercises to see Him where He is in His own circumstances, and as there a place is prepared for us, that the light and joy of it may be in our hearts. At the present time there is a triumph for God in seeing persons for whom Christ is their life. 

Reading at Havering
11 December 2004 
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Scripture references

John 11:17-44 (JND) [17] Jesus therefore [on] arriving found him to have been four days already in the tomb. [18] Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia off, [19] and many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, that they might console them concerning their brother. [20] Martha then, when she heard Jesus is coming, went to meet him; but Mary sat in the house. [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died; [22] but even now I know, that whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will give thee. [23] Jesus says to her, Thy brother shall rise again. [24] Martha says to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live; [26] and every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. Believest thou this? [27] She says to him, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who should come into the world. [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee. …

Romans 6:4-9 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life. [5] For if we are become identified with [him] in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of [his] resurrection; [6] knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin. [7] For he that has died is justified from sin. [8] Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him, [9] knowing that Christ having been raised up from among [the] dead dies no more: death has dominion over him no more.

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Colossians 2:12-15 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:4 (JND) [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it.

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Philippians 3:11 (JND) [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead.

Luke 20 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on one of the days, as he was teaching the people in the temple, and announcing the glad tidings, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up, [2] and spoke to him saying, Tell us by what authority thou doest these things, or who is it who has given thee this authority? [3] And he answering said to them, *I* also will ask you [one] thing, and tell me: …

Luke 20:38 (JND) [38] but he is not God of [the] dead but of [the] living; for all live for him.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Psalms 23:4 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Philippians 3:7 (JND) [7] but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss.

Philippians 3:11 (JND) [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Luke 20 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on one of the days, as he was teaching the people in the temple, and announcing the glad tidings, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up, [2] and spoke to him saying, Tell us by what authority thou doest these things, or who is it who has given thee this authority? [3] And he answering said to them, *I* also will ask you [one] thing, and tell me: …

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

1 Samuel 16:12 (JND) [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 14:19 (JND) [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live.

John 3:31 (JND) [31] He who comes from above is above all. He who has his origin in the earth is of the earth, and speaks [as] of the earth. He who comes out of heaven is above all,



THE ASSEMBLY AS PRECIOUS TO THE HEART OF THE LORD JESUS

D. B. Robertson 

Matthew 13: 45, 46; Proverbs 31: 10 

I was thinking, beloved brethren, of the particular value of arriving in our moral and spiritual exercises at some understanding of what is precious to the heart of the Lord Jesus. It is right to be thankful in relation to the blessings that we ourselves have been brought into. Like the psalmist who could say, “how precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I would count them, they are more in number than the sand”, Psalm 139: 17, 18. What blessings we have been brought into, far beyond the psalmist, because we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, but there is something beyond our own blessing and I want to speak about it. 

It is a moment of particular distinctiveness when we begin to understand, perhaps even in a feeble way, what is precious to the heart of the Lord Jesus. I think it is 

set out in these two verses we have read in Matthew 13 where the Lord is presented as a Man, a merchant, and He is seeking beautiful pearls. It would be right to say that the Lord Jesus, in manhood, would be governed by no ordinary desires; His desires are perfect and holy and pure, and He could only be satisfied with what corresponds to Himself; so He is seeking beautiful pearls, and then it goes on to say, “and having found one pearl of great value”. That sets out what the assembly is in the eye and to the heart of our blessed Lord Jesus. I believe He had seen what would compose the assembly in its qualities in His disciples. It is not an abstract thought. He found it; it was there to be found, He found one pearl of great value. A pearl represents an entity, its beauty depends on that; it is one whole thing. I feel measured in what I can say, but it is a wonderful thing just to be able to understand it is the assembly. The Lord has found what His heart as Man longed for; He found it there and finds now in the assembly what no other vessel could afford to Him. 

I am saying these things because I believe there is a current need for persons to be assembly-minded, and not give up the preciousness of the truth of the assembly, because there is nothing like it in the mind and heart of Christ; it is precious to Him. We sang the hymn on Lord’s day morning, and it was that which set me on this line of thought, although I have often had it. 

‘O how precious, Thine assembly 

Is, Lord Jesus, in Thy sight’. (Hymn 359) 

It was a great point reached in the present recovery. Mr. Darby and others of course had the light of a glorious Man in heaven, and it is a wonderful thing to have that light, the light that there is a Head in heaven and our relationship with Him is meaningful. It is not just a kind of abstraction but we have a real link with Him, not only by faith but by the Spirit. Then the corresponding truth came to our brethren with great force at that time, that if there is a Head in heaven there is body here on earth; that is His assembly. He is head of the body; that is in the epistle to the Colossians as the brethren know; the truth there is presented in an organic sense showing that the body, which is the assembly, is derived from Christ as Man. 

Beloved brethren, we need to hold on to the truth of Christ and the assembly. Paul says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. Mr John Welch, now with the Lord, urged us to be exercised to be maintained in the mainstream of the recovery. The danger with us all is to go back a little, or to be diverted a little, or to be occupied with lesser matters, which in themselves might be quite glorious. But beloved brethren the great matter for us is to seek help to be preserved and maintained in spiritual exercise to cling to the truth of Christ and the assembly; and to begin, especially if we are young, and to increase in the understanding of its preciousness to the Lord Jesus. It says, “he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”. I think there are depths in that statement beyond what perhaps we are able to take in. Where it speaks about the treasure it is put in the present. It says, “which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has”. That is, there is a current estimation of the cost; but as to the pearl it says “he went and sold whatever he had”, that goes back. In some ways it is a historical reference, as we have been taught, and I think refers back to divine counsels. I believe Christ found something that was according to these counsels. He sold whatever He had and bought it; He made it His own. 

One is thankful that, as far as one can see, the saints are very much sustained everywhere on a Lord’s day morning. One is deeply thankful for that, I am sure we all are. We not only remember the Lord, we enter in with the Lord to great matters, and one of the holy matters that we enter into is Christ’s relationship with His assembly, and by the Spirit we are able to answer to Him. We have some understanding of its preciousness to Him. There in that blessed vessel He finds what His heart as Man longs for, and ever will long for, and will ever be satisfied with. It is a great and eternal matter; it is the mainstream of the recovery. What a great thing it is to have an impression of Christ’s valuation of the preciousness of the assembly. O that we all might have such an impression, beloved brethren. 

The question is asked in Proverbs 31, “Who can find a woman of worth?” I have been thinking of the possibility of an exercised soul searching for this truth. Think of the multitudes of rebellions there have been and the scatterings of the people of God. We may think of so many groups of beloved people of God. We would not speak disparagingly of them, but if the Spirit exercises a person and gives him or her some impression to search for what the heart of Christ is looking for, I wonder how long their journey would be before they find it. “Who can find ...?” it says. You go somewhere and you might find persons rejoicing in Christian blessings, and you might go to another place and you might find a great measure of piety, but where is the searching soul to find a company (I speak carefully) where the blessed matter is treasured of Christ’s relationship with His assembly? These are searching questions, beloved brethren. I am sure that there are searching souls, it is a moral and spiritual journey I am speaking about. 

Mr. Darby says that the true man will eventually come to the true source, and the Spirit would help an exercised soul. You remember that word which says, “he led them forth by a right way, that they might go to a city of habitation”, Psalm 107: 7. I think that is just what the service of the Spirit does; He leads exercised souls the right way, and we ourselves need to be exercised, beloved brethren, that we hold on to something that belongs really to every true Christian, but alas every true Christian is not in it. The question for you, and equally the question for me is, Am I in it? Have I found the woman of worth, I mean spiritually? Have we really found our place in relation to the assembly and begun to understand the depth of Christ’s feelings about it? The writer here says, “her price is far above rubies”. Mr. Pellatt in one of his hymns (No. 143) speaks about a light that outshines every other light. That is the light of Christ and the assembly, there is nothing like it. There is glory coming in the millennium, there has been glory in the past, even in the Mosaic and in the Davidic days, but the light of Christ and the assembly outshines every other light. O that our hearts might be attracted to it and set to be developed spiritually in it, so that we might be maintained from drifting on to lower ground. I hear a little now and again of persons who are very interested in all sorts of things, missionary journeys and so on, some very interesting; such can be left to God and His sovereign mercy. Our part, beloved brethren, is to abide in the mainstream of the recovery, and that involves the glory of the blessed light of Christ and the assembly. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
22 February 2005 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:45-46 (JND) [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Proverbs 31:10 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies.

Psalms 139:17-18 (JND) [17] But how precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! [18] [If] I would count them, they are more in number than the sand. When I awake, I am still with thee.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Psalms 107:7 (JND) [7] And he led them forth by a right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.



EXTRACTS

“Blessed are they that wash their robes”—that is the proper rendering of Revelation 22: 14. 

There is nothing more practical than this. No doubt most will have observed that washing is first ascribed to Christ in this book, chapter 1. Again, in chapter 7, there are those who have washed their robes—in the past tense. Here it is, “Blessed are they that wash their robes”. 

That is, they are doing it. If it be one who seeks to walk with us, is it within our right to refuse? I doubt whether we have any right to refuse what is consistent with Christ only that which is inconsistent. This comes out in the washing, “that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city”. I am not saying there are not to be doorkeepers; but if the persons prove their right, acquired by the washing of 

the robes, no true doorkeeper will keep such persons out. It is not simply that they are converted. That is an essential part, of course, but what are they doing now? The man who had his eyes opened by the Lord came immediately, seeing, but the next week the Pharisees talked to him, and he still says, “I see”. The washing of the robes, gives access to the tree of life, and to go in by the gates into the city, even though there be angels at the gates. Those who wash can go in directly—it is their right. It is very beautiful, the inherent dignity of one who washes. Let us not be devoid of it. The young people here may need this word, “Let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God’s fear”, 2 Corinthians 7: 1. 

May the Lord grant us the blessedness of it, that we may be among those who have right to the tree of life, and enter by the gates into the city! 

J. Taylor (Vol. 69, pp.377, 378) 

Burial is a necessary part of our Lord’s vicarious work. The gospel includes it, as we see in 1 Corinthians 15. It is practically applied in Romans 6. Adam being guilty, the judgment of God required that he should return to the earth whence he came. The burning outside the camp of the sin offering when its blood was taken inside the veil points to this. Slaying was not enough. Christ was made sin—a thought but poorly taken in by us. The forsaking expressed God’s wrath, but this would not be a public matter had the Lord not uttered the cry. 

His death and burial were public, answering as a testimony to God’s judgment against sin which was required from the outset. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.446) 
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Scripture references

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …
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