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SUFFERING AND GLORY


Luke 24:26;  Isaiah 53:2-10;  Philippians 2:8-11;  Revelation 5:9-14;  John 17:24;

Psalm 72:6-17

T.W.L.  I have been thinking of the Lord’s question here in Luke, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”.  Everything that will be for God in a coming day will have been brought about because a Man suffered.  Now there is glory; Christ is not suffering now, but He has suffered.  We should be affected by the fact that He suffered for us.  He suffered for everybody here in this room, but He also suffered, speaking very carefully, for God.  I would like to look into that together, that He suffered to establish things in glory, things that breakdown could not touch, and He established them here in a scene where there is breakdown.  We live in such a scene, where sin exists, where there is sorrow and death and all those things.  But faith takes account of the glory that Christ has established by His sufferings.  It should be said to begin with that the sufferings that Christ took on were taken on voluntarily, which is what makes Him such a precious and special Man for us, and special for God.  

In Luke 24 it says, “And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself (v.27).  In Isaiah 53 we have one of the prophets speaking of the sufferings of Christ.  Isaiah goes through the things He has borne, the sufferings, and what it was for Christ to be despised; what it was for Him to be alone.  Also, what it was for no man to understand the things that He was taking on, voluntarily, for God.  The prophet speaks about why He was wounded: “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him”.  Christ took on all that suffering so that God should have an inheritance.  He bore these things for God, in that sense.  Sometimes we speak, rightly, of His sufferings as having been borne on our behalf, but He has secured an inheritance for God by His suffering.  Then it goes on, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth”.  This speaks of the subject character of the love of Christ as He suffered.  It should affect our hearts that such a Man has brought us to God.  He has suffered, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God (1 Pet.3:18).  That was according to the purpose of God.  Our passage in Isaiah goes on: “he was cut off out of the land of the living … Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him”.  You might ask ‘Why?’  Why did Jehovah bruise Him?  Why did He have to suffer so?  Because there was no other way for God to arrive at His thoughts for man, other than by such a Man as Christ suffering as Christ did.  God proved the reality of the perfection of Jesus by what He put on Him: “it pleased Jehovah to bruise him”.  

There are many scriptures that speak of the glories that Christ has now entered into.  In Philippians 2 it is the glory of His name: “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross.  Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”.  The name of Jesus was given before that.  That is how God has named Jesus: “and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matt.1:21.  But the full character of the suffering Jesus was not known until He had died.  The full lustre of that name was displayed as He became “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  Then there was a glory that He entered into: “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”. 

In Revelation 5, the passage speaks about those who recognise the worthiness of Christ in what He has done for God.  The living creatures and the elders say, “Thou art worthy … because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation”.  Then the writer goes on, “And I saw, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain”.  Was He worthy before He was slain?  Of course He was, but His worthiness took on a deeper lustre in the light of how He suffered for God.  The Lord Himself said, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things”.  Worthiness is ascribed to Him by those who know that He has been slain and has redeemed myriads to God.

In John 17, the Lord says, "Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world".  I believe that the Lord is speaking there of the glory given to Him as Man by the Father.  That glory could not be given to Him until He had suffered for God, and the glory that is given to Him in this verse is not shared with anybody.  It could not be.  There is no one like Christ.  No one has suffered for God like Christ has.  The glory given to Him here is unique to Him.  I suggest too that the Lord's reference to the Father's love for Him before the foundation of the world includes love for what He, a divine Person, would become as coming into manhood to secure God's glory and pleasure.  Clearly there was always love between the Persons of the Godhead before time was, and before divine Persons entered into the relationships now known to us.  

Psalm 72 speaks of the glory that He will have when He comes to rule, in the millennium.  It is wonderful that a Man will rule then who has the right to rule because He has suffered for God.  Then Israel will take its place on earth as the head of the nations.  It says in relation to Israel that “they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him … and shall be in bitterness for him”, Zech.12:10.  The whole nation will come into accord with God when they see a Man who has been pierced: He has suffered.  

J.D.  Do you think the reference in Luke to “the Christ” and then the reference in Isaiah to “a root out of dry ground” suggests a different order of manhood that must necessarily suffer as coming into this scene?  It says of Moses that “the boy wept”, Exod.2:6.  These are feelings that would belong to His perfection in this world.

T.W.L.  Yes.  We suffer because it is our lot, the result of what we are.  Christ took on suffering voluntarily, being a Man of a completely different order.  Christ suffered because of His love.  We suffer because of our condition.  It is one of the glories of Jesus that He voluntarily took on suffering, not only for us but also for God.  He was securing an inheritance for God.  When the Lord says, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things”, He is saying as it were, ‘It was not possible that I could do anything different’.   

W.W.L.  “The Christ” is the man who does things for God.  The two going to Emmaus had an appreciation of Him as Jesus the Nazaræan, but “the Christ” elevates the whole thought in relation to what He is doing for God.  The Lord relates “the Christ” to His sufferings; it is immediate: “Ought not the Christ to have suffered”.  These two may have had an understanding about Christ being glorified, but they did not yet have an appreciation of the Christ suffering, did they?

T.W.L.  Indeed.  You can understand why these two would go back to the company at Jerusalem, because they would begin to understand that Christ had suffered to secure something for God.  That is a wonderful thing: “Ought not the Christ to have suffered” is Christ saying, in effect, to them, ‘This was the way that love must move to secure the inheritance for God’.  That would lead us to ask, ‘How much did He suffer?  What did He go through?’.  We are reminded of His words while suffering, “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?”, John 12:27.  Think of Christ suffering like that.

R.J.C.  We often refer in the preaching to the Lord Jesus coming here to die.  First the suffering, but then, as it goes on to say in this one verse, the glory.

T.W.L.  He has moved into glory; that is not waiting for the rapture, for another day.  The glory exists and He is already there.  The saints by faith should be in the good of the glory.  

R.B.  Does it give character to this whole dispensation?  In John 14, the Lord says, “the world sees me no longer; but ye see me” (v.19).  In Hebrews, it says “but we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour” (chap.2:9).  That is present, is it not?

T.W.L.  Yes.  He is crowned with glory on account of the sufferings.  You can understand why God crowned Christ with glory and honour, the Man who has done everything for Him.  He has done everything for us, but this is the Man who has secured the inheritance for God, and He has done so at extreme cost to Himself because of His love for God.  What a wonderful Man Jesus is.  

J.L.  Would we see that the range of His sufferings has found a full answer in the range of His glories?  Along with that, these sufferings have brought about depth in the answer to them – depth of feeling in the fulness of the answer for God, do you think?

T.W.L.  Yes.  Recently the brethren were speaking about “the Lamb’s wife”, Rev.21:9.  She appreciates that He suffered, and also takes her place in suffering here, because she is the Lamb’s wife.  As the Lamb’s wife she is intelligent under His headship, and she understands what she is as with Him for God’s pleasure.

G.B.G.  The Lord uses the word “Ought”.  Earlier in Luke He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  Do you think He felt the responsibility of it?  But then underlying what He took on was His love for His God.  He felt it, did He not?  

T.W.L.  Yes.  The Lord understood the obligations of love better than any man could.  And the obligations of love meant that “Ought not the Christ to have suffered”.  In John’s gospel, the Lord says, “that the world may know that I love the Father … Rise up, let us go hence” (chap.14:31).  He was on His way to the cross.  “Ought not the Christ to have suffered”: He is moving according to the obligations of love for His God.

J.W.  I was thinking on the well-known verse about the Hebrew bondman: “if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exod.21:5.  

T.W.L.  It is a wonderful verse, where the case of someone who understands the obligations of love is spoken of.  That bondman would not go free.  Christ did not go free.  He understood what the Father’s love was to Him, and He understood the obligations of love for His Father.  The Lord suffered immensely, more than we will ever fathom, and He suffered for God.

D.G.C.  Did the obligations of love involve Him not exercising His own will?  The Lord says, “but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  

T.W.L.  Yes, that is one of the glories of Jesus.  It is not that He did not have a right to exercise His will, and had He done so it would not have been any different from His Father’s, but it was not His Father’s.  The glory of it was that though He had the right to exercise His will, and the result would have been the same, He chose not to because it was part of His glory as Man to be subject even as far as death.  When the Lord says, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39), it was as a Man going on to death, facing even more intense suffering than He endured in His life.  

R.G.  The Lord came to do the will of the Father, did He not?  “Lo, I come to do thy will.  He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb.10:9.  

T.W.L.  Yes, it is very interesting that that scripture goes on to say, “by which will”, that is the Father’s will, “we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (v.10).  The offering of the body of Jesus Christ involved the cross.  Think of all the hatred and the suffering He endured there.  We have been sanctified through the offering of that body.  

G.B.G.  He is no longer suffering, as you said, but the savour remains, the savour of these moral features that were brought out for the pleasure for God in His suffering, do you think?

T.W.L.  Yes, He offered Himself as a sweet odour to God and the odour remains.  The burnt offering was entirely consumed, and the odour was really what only God could appreciate.  The burnt offering was entirely for God and remains with Him.  The offerings which were burnt were consumed but the odour of these offerings was really what only God could appreciate, and it remains. All that is for God as a result of the sufferings has the character of the sweet odour.

W.M.P.  These offerings were offerings by fire.  The severity of the judgement that came on the Lord Jesus should affect us.  He suffered for sins, did He not?  

T.W.L.  Yes, and that may move us on to consider Isaiah.  The passage we read starts with “For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling”.  Christ grew up before the face of His Father.  From the time when He was a Babe until He was a Man in testimony, He grew up before the eyes of His Father.  But then He was rejected of men: “He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”.  That was the life of the Man who understood the will of God and the obligations of love, yet He “has not where he may lay his head”, Luke 9:58.  

G.B.G.  He “shall grow up before him”: does that involve God being His Object?  Scripture says: “before him”, drawing attention to God’s Person.  And then “a root out of dry ground” involves that God was His resource.  God was before Him continually.

T.W.L.  Yes.  This was a Man who came out from God, knowing the feelings of God, and was going back to God having secured His inheritance.  He knew that that would require Him to suffer, to suffer as a Man all alone in a scene full of men that He came to die for.  He died the just for the unjust, to bring us to God (1 Pet.3:18).  That was His purpose of heart, the reason for His living.  The Lord says, “As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father”, John 6:57.  The footnote says that “I live on account of the Father” means ‘I live by reason of his being and living’.  That involved the Lord’s suffering.  There were things that the Lord went through in quietness that nobody knew except the Father and Himself.  There were sufferings that He went through that were never seen by the eyes of men.  He was a Man entirely for God here.  What a wonderful Man is Jesus for God.

R.B.  There is a comment in ministry regarding the oblation in Leviticus 2, that the oblation baked in the oven (v.4) is a secret matter1.  You do not see what is happening in the oven.  It was said that there were utterances that only the Father heard and understood.  It says of Abraham and Isaac, “and they went both of them together”, Gen.22:6.

T.W.L.  Yes, there were things expressed as Christ endured suffering in His life of perfection here that only God could hear, only God could understand.  Then the savour of the offering, speaking of the Lord’s perfection in His dying, is that by which we are accepted before God.  We approach in the good of all that Christ is and all that He has done in offering Himself to God.  

D.G.C.  Do the three hours of darkness come into that?    There was what was shut away from the eye of man.  It was not for man to see or understand.  We can perhaps appreciate a little of it as we come to know Him.  But there was much more than we can understand.  

T.W.L.  Yes.  Our passage says, “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.  That was what took place in the three hours of darkness.  God laid upon Christ the iniquity of us all.  Christ took on and removed everything that would hinder God’s enjoyment of His inheritance in the saints.

W.W.L.  Christ suffered from men on account of righteousness and He suffered from God on account of sin.  Regarding the suffering from men on account of righteousness, the Lord in His perfection felt things more keenly than we ever could.  He felt the condition of sin around Him, and its effects on man, and that was a suffering that He entered into.  But what He suffered from God on account of sin was greater.  

T.W.L.  Yes, that suffering was far more intense.  It would make Christ even more precious to us as we understand how He knew and anticipated the intensity of what He was going to suffer at the hands of God.  He knew about these sufferings before He took them on.  He knew before He came into manhood what the intensity of the sufferings would be and that there would come a time when He would cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt. 27:46.  Christ knew before taking up manhood that, as Man here, that point would come and yet He voluntarily took it up.  What a Man for God, beloved brethren.

G.B.G.  God knew as well.

T.W.L.  Yes.  And God never had a man who could endure those sufferings until Jesus came.  

A.G.M.  It is important to distinguish between these sufferings.  The Lord endured many kinds of sufferings.  We can understand something of what He suffered at the hands of men, but we cannot penetrate into the atoning sufferings.  What you are saying is important, that these atoning sufferings were between a perfect Man, a Man of a different nature and order, and a holy God.  We can only stand in awe at the greatness of it.

T.W.L.  Yes.  This is the same One of whom it could be said, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Heb.9:14.  The wording of that is of the utmost importance as we look at this subject: “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself”.  Scripture does not say, ‘was offered’.  It is what He did voluntarily in the obligations of His love to God.  No one else in the history of men has done this, nor could they.  Christ took up this matter in His love.  That makes Him so precious to us.

A.P.G.  John the baptist twice says, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1:29,36.  That suggests both the sufferings and His attractiveness to God and to others.  Others then followed Him, did they not?

T.W.L.  Yes.  When John says, “Behold the Lamb of God”, it was in appreciation of the Person Himself, without reference to the work.  It is what He was: there had never been a man that could offer himself to God, until Christ.  In saying, “who takes away the sin of the world”, John brings out the wondrous work that Christ would do for God.  No one else could do that work.  

T.M.  There was a substitute for Isaac in the ram (Gen.22:13), and there was a substitute for Joseph in the buck of the goats (Gen.37:31), but for our Lord and Saviour there was no substitute.  He Himself was our Substitute.  

T.W.L.  Yes, such a man was needed to save men for God – nothing less.  What Christ did in offering Himself spotless to God is not only a reference to His being undefiled in His pathway here, unaffected by temptation; it is a reference to His inward character as Man.  He was absolutely perfect, in every thought and intent of His heart for God.

R.G.  Is that seen in verse 7: “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth”?  It conveys the greatness and the beauty of His humanity and the holiness of His person, do you think?  He went through with everything in a way that was completely in accordance with God’s will.

T.W.L.  Yes.  He accepted what came upon Him.  When He was in Pilate’s court as a sheep dumb before her shearers, He was at that moment accepting from the hands of the Father the afflictions that came by the hands of man.  He accepted them from the Father.

R.G.  The glory of obedience shines in Him.  

T.W.L.  Yes.  It has been said that the subjection seen in Jesus is the greatest expression of love between God and man in the universe, because it was that subjection that carried out everything for God as God would have it.  That included that God, Jehovah, was pleased to bruise Him.  

J.L.  The whole subject before us conveys intensity of feeling, and it is intended to generate such feelings in our hearts.  But it involves intensity of feeling on the part of the Father as well, and on the part of the Lamb, the Son, who suffered.  The Father did not spare Him.  I was touched by that remark in Isaiah 53, “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.  Think of God laying that upon Him.  Little wonder that, in the greatness of the answer to that suffering, God has glorified Christ in the highest way.  How worthy He is of that name and place.

T.W.L.  Yes, the Father could not help but glorify Him.  He had a Man who carried out in absolute perfection everything according to His will.

G.B.G.  Psalm 17 says, in regard to men causing Christ to suffer, “From men who are thy hand, O Jehovah, from men of this age” (v.14).  You were saying that all that Christ suffered from men He accepted from the hand of God.  That is what characterised His spirit.  He was not bitter because of His sufferings.  In our small measure we should be characterised by that as well.  Any suffering we go through, we should accept it from the Lord and from God, even if it is suffering unjustly at the hands of others.  

T.W.L.  Yes.  As we look on Christ and His sufferings, the first thing is that we begin to appreciate Christ.  But a second thing is that it will have an effect on us practically.  As you say, that will include how our suffering as believers is to be turned to account.  Mr Stoney said, ‘I have often readily accepted a truth and in great joyfulness, yet it was not really known to me until, through suffering, its virtue possessed me’2.  God has arrived at everything for Himself as a result of suffering.

W.W.L.  At the end of Luke 24, the Psalms are brought in (v.44).  They are not mentioned in what the Lord opens up to them (v.27).  The Psalms involve that there is some experience gained by the saints.  There has to be a result in us.

T.W.L.  Yes.  We will appreciate in a greater way the glories that Christ has entered into when we have some experience of being with Him there.  We appreciate His blessed Name because we appreciate the Man, and what He has done, and because of the order of Man that is there.  That order of manhood is demonstrated in the way that Christ suffered to bring to pass the will of God.

A.G.M.  The two on the way to Emmaus say, “Was not our heart burning”, Luke 24:32.  You would think that is the result of them going over what the Lord unfolded to them.  The prophetic Scriptures to a Jew might be a dead letter, but here was a glorious Man who was the subject of the Scriptures.  We are thankful to have the Holy Spirit who is able to bring divine things to us and make them good in our hearts, so that there is affection towards Christ and God.  

T.W.L.  Yes.  Their hearts were indeed burning within them.  That was instinctive.  Then they recognised the Lord, the One who had suffered and died and had been buried, and they returned to Jerusalem that same hour.  I think it was because they understood that the nucleus of what Christ had suffered to secure could be found in Jerusalem.  It was the beginning of what was for God, and at that time they were found in Jerusalem.  If we truly appreciate the sufferings of Jesus, and understand what was secured for God in these sufferings, we will be brought into accord with the Lord’s great objective in securing what is for God’s pleasure.  

J.W.  We are looking for the Lord Jesus to come to take us to be with Himself.  Paul says “Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me … but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing”, 2 Tim.4:8.  The consideration of the Lord’s sufferings would affect us so that as well as looking for Him to come for us, we also look for His appearing when, as I understand it, He will be publicly justified here.

T.W.L.  Yes.  Psalm 72 refers to the influence of Christ on the whole scene, when Israel has been restored and all those things have happened that are spoken of.  The nation that would not have Christ to reign over them, the people of whom scripture says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11), He suffered to restore them to God, and He is going to take His place among Israel and be seen by people living on the earth where He died and suffered.  Order and liberty will be established when He takes His place in relation to the earth.  He will be publicly glorified here.  Does it cheer our hearts that the Man who suffered and died here will walk in the same scene and be glorified in it?  We should speak more about His appearing – we do not speak enough of the world to come.  It will be the day of the public vindication of the Man who suffered here.

W.M.P.  I wondered if that would form part of the “fruit of the travail of his soul” (Isa.53:11).  It is primarily the assembly, of course, that is in view, but I am attracted by what you say about the fulness of the result in glory that there will be from this line of suffering.

T.W.L.  Yes.  “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied”: the cost to God has been immense so that He should be satisfied with men.  He had to have one Man first out of death, after He had suffered.  

R.B.  In Revelation 21, John is told, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife” (v.9) and then “and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her shining was like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone” (vv.10.11).  Does it refer to what is formed as the result of suffering?  All these precious stones are the result of suffering.  Nothing in Christianity of any worth has come without suffering, has it?

T.W.L.  Exactly.  A dear brother now with the Lord said, ‘There will be nothing seen in the heavenly city that was not formed either by pressure or heat’.  There is nothing for God that has not been acquired through intensity of suffering.  That began with Jesus.

G.J.G.  Do we need the help of the Spirit to understand the sufferings?  It is through the Spirit that we understand the Lord’s glories.  How much we need His help to be able to contemplate these things and consider them!  Would that also link to knowing more of His place in glory?

T.W.L.  Yes.  We know a Man in heaven who once suffered.  Tomorrow morning, if the Lord leaves us here, we will look on the emblems on the table which are a testimony to the Man who suffered.  It gives a quality to the service of God.  He suffered to secure a great answer for God.

G.J.G.  The value to God of what the Lord has done is immense.

T.W.L.  Yes.  What Christ has done for God, no other man could do.  Moses could not do it, Daniel could not do it, Abraham could not do it, Adam could not do it.  Nobody could do it but Christ.  “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son”, Gal.4:4.  

J.D.  In the scripture in Philippians 2, would the reference to “Wherefore also God highly exalted him” bring out what has been referred to?  Does it suggest the value that God places on what has been done?

T.W.L.  Yes, what God has done is consequent on Christ’s sufferings.  The exaltation and the name are consequent on His “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  God gave Him that name with that lustre as a moral consequence of what is spoken of in verses 7 and 8.  But what a precious thing for God that He could give that exaltation and renown: He had a Man to whom He could give them.  

W.W.L.  It is because that Man went down.  All these things recorded in verses 7 and 8, the Lord did Himself.  But when it comes to His exaltation and glorification, God does it.  It is the result of the perfection of the humanity of Christ; it is the vindication of the righteous One and God does these things to His Man.  You might say His moral qualifications were such that God must exalt Him and grant Him a name above every name.

T.W.L.  Yes.  God could not help but do it because it was Christ, a Man who had spent His entire life focussed on what was for the pleasure of God.  He had suffered to such an extent; commitment like that had never before come under God’s eye.  You can understand why He honours Him.

R.B.  In John 17, He says, “Righteous Father” (v.25).  

T.W.L.       Everything is established for God in righteousness, by love, through suffering.  

A.G.M.  Could you say something as to the mind of Christ?  “Let this mind be in you”, Phil.2:5.  We have that same mind by the Spirit.  We are to take account of the things that the Lord Jesus was prepared to do.  These downward movements have been referred to: we are to take them on ourselves.  Later in the book, Paul speaks of laying things aside, “that I may gain Christ” (chap.3:8).  I would like you to open it up.

T.W.L.  Paul knew Christ as risen and glorified: He knew by what the Lord said to him, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 9:5.  He also knew about the suffering path of the Christian here because of what he had inflicted on believers (Acts 26:10,11).  Paul knew by the testimony of Luke what the Lord had suffered and what He had said: “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things”; and he also knew by what Peter wrote about the Lord, “testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these”, 1 Pet.1:11.  Paul valued sufficiently the Man of whom those things were written to say, “But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ”.   

He took account of what suffering would be involved in following that Man.  Paul also said, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the coming glory to be revealed to us”, Rom.8:18.  As we look on Christ, we are to appreciate the kind of man that secures things for God.  Salvation is not primarily for us; God saved us for Himself and His pleasure.  God values persons enough that He gave Christ for us, so that we are made His.  

J.S.D.  When the Lord is raised from amongst the dead, the first thing He says is, “go to my brethren and say to them”, John 20:17.  It shows the value that Christ places on those who love Him.  And His brethren were in a suffering position at that time, were they not?

T.W.L.  Yes.  It is a wonderful thing that He could say, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.  Until He was out of death, with all His work completed, He could not say “my brethren” in the same way He says it in that scripture, because His claim on them was yet to be established.  God’s claim on them was established once Christ was out of death.  The death of Christ was a necessity for God.  It is not only to meet things that stood out against men; but for God to have men before Him after the order of Christ, death was a necessity. 

We have touched on Philippians 2, and we should consider Revelation, in relation to Christ’s worthiness.  Was Christ always worthy of praise?  Yes, of course He was.  We have had reference to John the baptist’s words, “Behold the Lamb of God”.  That is praise – it was appreciation of Jesus.  In Revelation too we have worthiness, “because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood”.  This was a whole new character of worthiness and glory in which Christ is seen here, and it could only be taken up once He had suffered.  How worthy He is now of the praise of these “ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands” – the angels and the living creatures and the elders, all of them; how worthy He is of the acclamation.  Then, “Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing”.  That is the Man who has suffered for God, and has died, and has been raised.

J.D.  One way to consider the Lord’s suffering is that it removes what affronted God.  But suffering also secures a formative response for God, do you think?

T.W.L.  Yes.  If we want to acquire something for God, it comes at a cost.  If we are to acquire features of the Man who suffered and died, we must be prepared for suffering.  It involves that we value Christ enough to suffer for Him.  We must also see that Christ valued what was for God so that He suffered to secure God’s inheritance for Him.  Christ is the Model in suffering.  The motive was love for God.  Referring again to “I live on account of the Father”, it says in the next sentence in John 6, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me” (v.57).  That is, that Christ becomes my motive for living.  And how will that come into evidence?  By my willingness to suffer for Him.

R.J.C.  Does what you are saying show that what is secured is acceptable to God, and can only be in Christ?

T.W.L.  Yes.  As was said earlier, the sweet odour of the offering of Christ is always before God.  It lasts for ever.  Jesus is enough for God and He is enough for us too.

T.M.  We must never forget about the blood.  It says, “by thy blood”: appreciating the blood brings about the response.

T.W.L.  Not only has Christ died, but His blood has been shed.  If there had been no shedding of blood, there would be no remission of sins (Heb.9:22).  But God saw to it that, after Christ had died, His blood was shed.  In one view, it was the result of the actions of a lawless man, but it was under divine control.  What man did in hatred, love had determined.  All the sufferings of Christ were determined by God, and Christ took them up voluntarily.  How wonderful that He did that for God.  

W.M.P.  Help us about this word, “worthy”.  In what sense is Christ worthy of these things, of honour and praise and riches and power?

T.W.L.  It is good to speak about the glories of Jesus.  There are glories that He had along with the Father before the world was (John 17:5).  There were the glories that He received when He was here as a Man, glories that He acquired.  His worthiness involves that He has the right to have in His possession these things because of what He has done.  You can help.

W.M.P.  As you say, He is fully qualified to have these honours.  We could say that there is a wonderful equivalence between what is found in Christ and what these statements suggest.  There is power, there are riches, there is glory.  These are all in Him, are they not?

T.W.L.  Yes.  The elders were not told to say this; no one was told to say these things.  They gave expression to the impulse of their hearts as appreciating Jesus.  

A.P.G.  It is a new song here.  Glory and honour and power are attributed to the Creator earlier (chap.4:11), but the new song is following redemption, and is particularly for divine pleasure, do you think?

T.W.L.  Redemption’s song satisfies the heart of God, and it can be sung because a Man has suffered.  God has His inheritance; He has set His heart on men, and that is because they have the character of Jesus.  

J.L.  Why should angels join in proclaiming such appreciation of worthiness about the Lamb that was slain?  We can understand the feelings of men as redeemed, but such is the immensity of what Christ has secured for God that angels, and every creature, will be brought to acknowledge His worthiness.  There is a fulness in that, and although it may not carry the same intensity and depth as enjoyed by the redeemed host, it conveys acknowledgement of Christ’s worthiness by the whole universe, does it?

T.W.L.  Yes.  It seems that the angels desire to look into the glad tidings (1 Pet.1:12).  The angels were there before Adam sinned, and they were there when Adam was created.  They saw the fall.  Angels would have seen men in their depravity up to Christ, and then the heavenly host witnessed the incoming of Christ in the incarnation.  They would have seen the cross, and how God answered the breakdown by that Man, a Man different from every one that had been before.  Now in Revelation the angels join in honouring Him because of what He has secured for God.  They appreciate what Christ is for God.  

J.L.  I enjoy that hymn that says,

‘We praise and worship as we see

  Thy glory spread abroad,

And love that, giving all, secures

  The universe for God.’      (Hymn 171)

That is the ultimate in this passage in Revelation.  Every creature, the whole universe, is secured in acknowledgement of Christ’s worthiness, He who suffered and was slain.

T.W.L.  That makes Him so wonderful to us, and motivates us to be for God.  

J.D.  Do we see the extent of His sufferings, that He secures the universe for God?  

T.W.L.  In the place where sin has had influence – and that is the whole universe – Christ, because of His excellence and His suffering, has secured it all for God again, and now on unshakeable moral ground.

G.B.G.  Paul says in Romans, “in hope that the creature itself also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God” (chap.8:21).  We are intended to feel even how the lower creation suffers; and also how men are suffering.  But it is all going to change.  At present we are meant to feel it in our spirits; it is part of “if indeed we suffer with him” (v.17).  That is, feeling with Christ how He feels about these things.  Animals live in fear all their life – we are to feel that, are we not?  It is all part of what sin has brought in, but there will be a universe of bliss where Christ is supreme and God is Head, and rightly so.

T.W.L.  Yes.  In this scene where fear exists and death is all around, when the Lord comes again death will stop.  The fear that you speak of will stop.  All the results of sin will cease because a Man suffered to make it so.  A Man went to the extremity of death so that those things would cease.  It is a Man who has suffered and entered into His glory, and we are to be occupied with that Man.  
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Scripture references

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

Isaiah 53:2-10 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all. [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken. [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth. [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Isaiah 53:2-10 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all. [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken. [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth. [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Isaiah 53:2-10 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all. [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken. [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth. [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Philippians 2:8-11 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 2:8-11 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 2:8-11 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Revelation 5:9-14 (JND) [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth. [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth and under the earth, and [those that are] upon the sea, and all things in them, heard I saying, To him that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing, and honour, and glory, and might, to the ages of ages. [14] And the four living creatures said, Amen; and the elders fell down and did homage.

Revelation 5:9-14 (JND) [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth. [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth and under the earth, and [those that are] upon the sea, and all things in them, heard I saying, To him that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing, and honour, and glory, and might, to the ages of ages. [14] And the four living creatures said, Amen; and the elders fell down and did homage.

Revelation 5:9-14 (JND) [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth. [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth and under the earth, and [those that are] upon the sea, and all things in them, heard I saying, To him that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing, and honour, and glory, and might, to the ages of ages. [14] And the four living creatures said, Amen; and the elders fell down and did homage.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Psalms 72:6-17 (JND) [6] He shall come down like rain on the mown grass, as showers that water the earth. [7] In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon be no more. [8] And he shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. [9] The dwellers in the desert shall bow before him, and his enemies shall lick the dust. [10] The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall render presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer tribute: [11] Yea, all kings shall bow down before him; all nations shall serve him. [12] For he will deliver the needy who crieth, and the afflicted, who hath no helper; [13] He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and will save the souls of the needy: [14] He will redeem their souls from oppression and violence, and precious shall their blood be in his sight. [15] And he shall live; and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba; and prayer shall be made for him continually: all the day shall he be blessed. [16] There shall be abundance of corn in the earth, upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon; and they of the city shall bloom like the herb of the earth. [17] His name shall endure for ever; his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and [men] shall bless themselves in him; all nations shall call him blessed.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Zechariah 12:10 (JND) [10] And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn.

Exodus 2:6 (JND) [6] And she opened [it], and saw the child, and behold, the boy wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is [one] of the Hebrews' children.

John 12:27 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Luke 9:58 (JND) [58] And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes and the birds of the heaven roosting-places, but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Genesis 22:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

John 1:29-36 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Genesis 22:13 (JND) [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son.

Genesis 37:31 (JND) [31] And they took Joseph's vest, and slaughtered a buck of the goats, and dipped the vest in the blood;

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Psalms 17 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of David.} Hear the right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry; give ear unto my prayer, which is not out of feigned lips. [2] Let my judgment come forth from thy presence, let thine eyes regard equity. [3] Thou hast proved my heart, thou hast visited me by night; thou hast tried me, thou hast found nothing: my thought goeth not beyond my word. …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:32 (JND) [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us?

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Galatians 4:4 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law,

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 26:10-11 (JND) [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. [11] And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out [of our own land].

Acts 26:10-11 (JND) [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. [11] And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out [of our own land].

1 Peter 1:11 (JND) [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these.

Romans 8:18 (JND) [18] For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy [to be compared] with the coming glory to be revealed to us.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

John 17:5 (JND) [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

1 Peter 1:12 (JND) [12] To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into.



THE MAN OF PSALM 16


… when you come to Psalm 16 you have a Man who of necessity must go to the right hand of God; He was so divinely perfect, earth could not hold Him.  Man was made for earth and earth was good enough for him as so made; but what has come to pass in the ways of God is that a Man has been manifested here on earth whom earth could not contain. He must go to the right hand of God: “at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (AV).  I allow that Christ went there, too, on the ground of redemption, so that He might carry others with Him to heaven, which could not have been the case had He gone in only on the ground of His personal perfection.  He came from heaven and went back to heaven – that is the Man of Psalm 16. 
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Scripture references

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …
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