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THE LORD’S WORKMANSHIP

J. D. Gray 

Acts 1: 6–9, 12–16 to “of David” 

I want to speak to you about the Lord’s work and what He left when He went. I trust I will get help as I proceed. It was a great occasion, the departure of Christ from the earth. Men actually beheld Him going. The earth could not hold Christ any longer. Heaven must receive Him; heaven was waiting to receive Him. He was taken up. I think there is an indication in this section of the Lord’s feelings about leaving. No doubt He had feelings in relation to where He was going, anticipating those scenes above, but I think the Lord would feel it as He was taken up. It is not that Christ was unwilling to go, I do not mean that, but I think it brings out the depth of the feelings of the Lord Jesus as He left His own. What a moment for Him! 

He had sought to set them up in view of this moment from before His death, as in John 13 and onwards. There it speaks about where He was going, and they ask questions as to the way and the Father, and the Lord graciously answers them. He had taught them there at that time that the Spirit would come. He knew their hearts were filled with grief. He entered sympathetically into the feelings of these men. He could say, speaking of them, “But ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations” (Luke 22: 28); they were with Him sympathetically. 

Thomas in John 11, when the Lord goes into Judaea, in view of the resurrection of Lazarus, says so feelingly, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11: 16). That was real; it was not like the boasting of Peter, inadvisedly, when he thought he 

could follow the Lord; it was a sincere matter from the heart that Thomas expressed, and the Lord would take account of that. Peter could say in John 6, when the Lord said, “Will ye also go away?”, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal” (John 6: 67, 68). 

You see, they were attached to Him. They knew no other from whom they had drawn comfort. The Lord carried all that in His spirit as He encouraged them. He knowing what was before Him in the cross, they largely unintelligent as to the way He was going. In Mark 10 

they are amazed at the way the Lord was going, going to Jerusalem; why would He go there? 

He was going to die. He knew all the way; they did not know all the way. In Mark 14 all left Him and fled. One young man in that chapter tried to pursue where Jesus was going, a linen cloth cast about his naked body. He was not able for it; all forsook Him and fled. Such were these men; they loved the Lord Jesus. He was making them something, “I will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1: 17); they were under the touch of Christ from day to day as He came in and went out amongst them, the Lord of glory in human circumstances, and, as I said, He sought to encourage them in what was possibly the evening before His crucifixion. 

John 13 to 17 would, I think, be the evening before His crucifixion. 

How much He went into, to strengthen their hearts that He was coming again; “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you” (John 14: 18), but there was going to be an absence, dear brethren, and in that absence the Holy Spirit was going to come. The Lord taught them that the Holy Spirit would be a Comforter, and in fact He uses the word, “another Comforter”; that brings out that they had found comfort in Christ, that He was a Comforter to them, and so the matter arises again when He is departing, but there is a difference; they had been 

with Him in resurrection. A remarkable matter, the going of Christ. When they go back to Jerusalem they are alone. They are alone in this world, this little company, about one hundred and twenty according to this scripture; they were alone. As far as they could see they were bereft of protection, bereft of the care of Christ, and the Spirit had not come; but they are a remarkable company, most remarkable. Personality shines out in them, personality formed by Christ alone, Christ Himself. There are no other persons who have had experiences like these men. They become true to what He had called them. Several of them are surnamed in the gospels by the Lord. Peter is one, his name means ‘stone’. No longer faltering Peter. The Lord had spoken with him privately after His resurrection, gone over the matters of his denial, and set him up in the dignity that belonged to him as in the divine mind. 

Then, too, James and John, sons of thunder. I do not think, dear brethren, it is right to connect the sons of thunder with the incident in Luke 9 where they ask as to commanding that fire come down from heaven to consume the Samaritans. I do not think that is what the Lord meant; I do not think that relates to them at all as the sons of thunder. I think the son of thunder in John comes out in his epistles, where he draws a straight line for us through all the difficulties of an anti-Christian world to show us how the work of God comes through in the believer so that he is clear of everything. The witness is there that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son, and the believer keeps himself from idols. I think you will find in his epistles the characteristics of John the evangelist as a son of thunder. Then there is Bartholomew, that is Nathanael, “an Israelite, in whom there is no guile”. As he came under the hand of Christ, the Lord brought out that 

feature in that man. There would be others. You get in John 14 several of them; Philip speaks enquiringly; Judas, not the Iscariote, (that is Jude the brother of James) asks a question too in regard to the distinction between them and the world. How the Lord graciously answers them! 

The company here that is seen in this section in Acts 1 is left alone. Christ is in heaven. The Lord Jesus is in holy counsel with the Father and with the Spirit. These men, and the dispensation which is being inaugurated, are the subject of the counsels of God in heaven while they are left below on the earth. The period of ten days was designed to manifest the glory of the handiwork of Christ. There is no other handiwork like it. The Spirit of God comes and takes it on; the assembly is formed and that goes forward. What a consideration for us, the Lord Jesus in manhood here! The Father was in Him, “I am in the Father and the Father in me” (John 14: 11); how deep that is, the personification of the Father in Christ; 

“how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself” (2 Corinthians 5: 19), and “in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell” (Colossians 1: 19); Jesus in manhood— God was there. There was something distinctive in how the Lord Jesus did things, the manner of the doing. How He did things belonged to the Deity. There is something inscrutable in relation to Christ’s doing, and it proves itself that it is equal to the strain. 

These men were equal to holding things in the area that was charged to them during the ten days. The proving time of the forty days was a holy experience for these men. Luke 24 brings out their side of things, how they were frightened even after the resurrection, how they did not fully understand. The Lord appears to them and they are frightened; they wonder if they beheld a spirit. 

How tender He was as appreciating that they did not yet have the Spirit; they were still in flesh and blood conditions and they had been bereft of Him as a Comforter. How the Lord gathered them, going after one and another, the two on the way to Emmaus. Peter, as we said, and others, Mary—how He gathered each one in relation to Himself, and it says in Luke 24, 

“Then he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures” (Luke 24: 45), and the things concerning Himself. What a ministration to them, dear brethren! Before, where they had not understood things, now through His own help, His own opening of their understanding, the action of a divine Person, they are equal to understand things, understanding the truth, understanding the Scriptures. Such is the handiwork of Christ wrought into the souls of these men. All their history with Him prior to the crucifixion would be cumulative in relation to that moment when He opened their understanding; something had been wrought in them by Himself and the Lord appreciated how they had continued with Him. So He says in John 17, speaking to ‘the Father, “They were thine, and thou gavest them me … the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them” 

(John 17: 6–8)—that was before His resurrection, before the crucifixion; there was something there substantially that the Lord could take account of. 

The other great matter that they had experienced with Christ in the forty days was the inbreathing a remarkable matter. When the Lord appeared to them in John 20 He says, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20: 22)—He breathed into them. He would breathe into each one of them. They are made to live in the life of a risen Christ. What a remarkable matter the inbreathing is. It is not the coming of the Spirit from heaven; these men had an experience which is particular to them as the 

handiwork of Christ. Oh how choice to consider the detail of the Lord’s working with them. 

Not only did He wash their feet in view of having part with Him, but He breathed into them; 1 Corinthians 15 brings out “the last Adam a quickening spirit”. They knew what it was to be quickened. I am trying to bring out the characteristics of this company in the early Acts as deriving what they had from Christ and, if I may say so, Christ alone, because before the advent of the Spirit they partook of the character of the heavenly Man. After the inbreathing they are trustworthy. He says, “whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained”, John 20: 23—they are trustworthy; He could depend upon them. There is no more thought of who is the greatest. In Mark 10, even in view of Christ going up to Jerusalem to suffer, they are wondering who is to be the greatest. The Lord brings out the one who ministers is servant of all; Christian society is different from the society of men. Now there is no disparity amongst them as returning to Jerusalem to the upper room. They are wholly in accord with the Man that has gone up, that is the characteristic of the handiwork of Christ. In the words of the hymn, all thought of self was over for these persons. 

Mary of Magdala would be among them; she had found Christ. In fact the message she gets from the Lord results in the gathering together of the brethren. What a thing to have a message from the Lord that gathers the saints together. “Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17; the bringing of that message to the brethren gathers them together. They had a new relationship with Christ, an understanding that Christ’s Father was their Father, Christ’s God was their God. Such are the experiences of these eleven men, and the women and others that were gathered together. The 

features of the Man who had gone up are seen with them. It says, “These gave themselves all, with one accord to continual prayer, with several women”. That is a feature of Christ. Before He had chosen them initially He had spent, according to Luke 6, the whole night in prayer. 

Now He had left them, and He had left them with a word, “But ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses”. They had to wait—“But do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high”, Luke 24: 49. They waited—they did not wait wearyingly. It is very instructive what comes out in this company of persons. It is the handiwork of the Master. Prayer is one thing that comes out, praying to God continually, the ability to sustain prayer through their experiences with Christ—I think particularly so in the forty days—and then, too, their intelligence in the Scriptures. 

I did not read the rest of the passage, but I want to speak on it with the Lord’s help. First, this feature that comes to light of intelligence in Scripture. They go on the written word; Peter says, “It was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled”. The Lord had opened their understanding to understand the Scriptures, the things concerning Himself. How the Psalms yielded instruction to these persons in chapters 1 and 2 of the book of the Acts, bringing out how they understood their application to the Lord, and not only to the Lord but to what had to be done. There was no instruction left for them to make up the number to twelve, which they proceed to do. Peter says that Judas was numbered amongst them and 

“received a part in this service”, Acts 1: 17, and then he says, “It is necessary therefore, that of the men who have assembled with us all the time in which the Lord Jesus came in and went out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day in which he was 

taken up from us, one of these should be a witness with us of his resurrection”, Acts 1: 21, 22. Where did the intelligence come from to make up the twelve? I think, dear brethren, they had an apprehension of the standard of divine administration. It was not man’s standard; it was not in mind with divine Persons that what was broken should go through, but that the whole should become intact, not eleven but twelve, and they had the intuition in themselves to proceed with the matter. They understood from the Scriptures in regard to Judas, “Let his homestead become desolate, and let there be no dweller in it; and, Let another take his overseership”. See how they relied on Scripture, Psalm 69 and Psalm 109. 

I think it is noteworthy for us to take account of Scripture. We have been reading in Revelation, and on enquiry into Philadelphia one of the matters which we perceived was the reliance on the Scripture by saints in that time, which is our own time, the written word, and you see how it had been inculcated into these men by the Lord Jesus. How often Christ quoted Scripture; you get it throughout the gospels, drawing on Scripture, so although they were bereft of divine Persons in their immediacy on the earth, they had the Scriptures. Thank God for the Scriptures! You know, dear brethren, the canon of Scripture—I refer to the New Testament—came from the hundred and twenty, with the exception of Paul. But I am interested in how the twelve worked out the standards of administration. Their names are in the foundation of the city, the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. We may not know much about some of their activities in the Acts, but God knows. They all contributed to the foundation of the city, the foundations of the wall of the city. They built up something that was to go through. 

So John in his first epistle speaks about “That which was from the beginning” (1 John l: l), and he speaks too about their fellowship being “with the Father, and with his Son” (1 John 1: 3). They had a distinctive fellowship. There was something distinctive about this company that we did not enter into, but there is what we have entered into through them, and John speaks in that epistle about writing these things “that ye also may have fellowship with us ...” 

and “that your joy may be full”. All they had come into they had come into through what was formed by Christ Himself and left on the earth, awaiting the Spirit. 

And so the intelligence that comes to light in them—they do not select the one who was required. Spirituality works in these men; they do not select the one, they select men that are accredited from the day the Lord Jesus came in and went out amongst them, and they selected two, and then in their intelligence they leave it to the Lord to select the one. There is something in that, something that they learned from Christ, something of His own work, something of His own self, something of His own character. They did not want to be apart from Him. Their link with the Lord was by prayer, “And they prayed, and said, Thou Lord, knower of the hearts of all, shew which one of these two thou hast chosen, to receive the lot of this service and apostleship and the lot fell on Matthias” (Acts 1: 24–26). Matthias had had to wait. In the divine ways, dear brethren, the Lord did not select Matthias when He chose the twelve; he had to wait. How Christ felt it with a view to the Scripture being fulfilled, as we read in verse 16, “It was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before, by the mouth of David”—Matthias had to wait, the Lord selected Judas. Oh, what a solemn matter for Christ to do such a thing to work out the fulfilling 

of Scripture, to work out something that enters into the feelings of every soul—the betrayal of the Lord Jesus Christ. This man Matthias had to wait until after the resurrection to receive the lot that was his in the apostleship. His name will be in the foundation of the city, equally with the others, used of God in the apostleship into which he came. 

Oh to grasp the divine standard of service, the divine standard of administration! It comes through these men, it came into local assemblies when the Spirit came. It is not man’s administration. Someone remarked in the reading that the ten-power kingdom of man is building up in the western world—it is not a perfect administration; it derives from the powers of darkness, what comes out of the abyss; but these men understood that which is going through to the holy city, twelve, bringing out the perfection of divine administration. 

When that matter is completed, dear brethren, the Spirit is free to come. What a thing that is. 

Ephesians 4 says, “one body and one Spirit”. This scripture brings out that truth. At the end of Acts 1 there is in character one body, but to be quickened it requires the Spirit. At the beginning of chapter 2 they were all together in one place. There was one accord, one body in character—it was there, it was the handiwork of Christ, there was nothing like it—and one Spirit, the Spirit comes. The touch that had to be accomplished between the Lord going and the Spirit coming had been undertaken in the re-establishment of the twelve—I think that is of note; once that was accomplished there was nothing else to wait for. It coincided with the day of Pentecost now accomplishing, and the Spirit comes as parted tongues as of fire. The result is that they spoke as the Spirit gave them to speak forth. What a speaking! 

You know, there is no speaking like the speaking of the Spirit. Antichrist cannot imitate that speaking. Revelation 13 brings out that the antichrist appears as a lamb with two horns, but note this, its voice was as a dragon. He cannot imitate Christ’s voice. It is a preservative to us, it is a protection to us to understand the voice of the Shepherd. The Spirit of God will help you in that; He will also help you in your own speaking, as these men were helped. What an expression of the anointing! They were not asked to go and preach until the Spirit came. The house had to be established on earth before the preaching took place. They had to have somewhere to bring the new converts, but the Spirit gave them to speak forth. So we see the bringing together of the work of Christ and the work of the Spirit, the anticipation in heaven of those persons on earth, that company, administering for the heart of Christ and the heart of God on their own with an intelligence that is most remarkable, and, once that is secured, the Spirit’s whole delight is in coming and sitting upon each one of them, in which company there was no discord. What a tribute to the work of Christ that He left what was equal to the ten-day test on its own without an element of discord and in which the flesh was inactive through prayer. Their link with the Man above, and with God, was by prayer, and they used it to the full and administered in a private way to establish that which the Spirit of God could come upon, quickening; so the assembly was formed. The Christian dispensation commences, one body and one Spirit. 

When the Spirit comes, Christianity begins. Christ had established it, but the Christian dispensation commences when the Spirit comes. That is how I understand it, and it ends when Christ raptures the saints and the Spirit goes. It is characterized by the presence of the Holy Spirit of 

God here, taking over in one sense from Christ. What a work the Lord Jesus Christ had left in this scene! What an accomplishment: Three-and-a-half years of ministry, forty days after His rising—Oh, the compression of the work of God by Christ into those days! No other was equal to it but the Lord Jesus. Well, may our hearts be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Edinburgh
14 October 1989 

 


Scripture references

Acts 1:6-16 (JND) [6] They therefore, being come together, asked him saying, Lord, is it at this time that thou restorest the kingdom to Israel? [7] And he said to them, It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority; [8] but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. [9] And having said these things he was taken up, they beholding [him], and a cloud received him out of their sight. [10] And as they were gazing into heaven, as he was going, behold, also two men stood by them in white clothing, [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven. [12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called [the mount] of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath-day's journey off. [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James. [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. [15] And in those days Peter, standing up in the midst of the brethren, said, (the crowd of names [who were] together [was] about a hundred and twenty,) [16] Brethren, it was necessary that the scripture should have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before, by the mouth of David, concerning Judas, who became guide to those who took Jesus;

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Luke 22:28 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:16 (JND) [16] Thomas therefore, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, Let *us* also go, that we may die with him.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:67-68 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Mark 1:17 (JND) [17] And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you become fishers of men;

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

John 14:11 (JND) [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

Colossians 1:19 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell,

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:45 (JND) [45] Then he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:6-8 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word. [7] Now they have known that all things that thou hast given me are of thee; [8] for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received [them], and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:22 (JND) [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit:

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

John 20:23 (JND) [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Luke 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on [the] second-first sabbath, that he went through cornfields, and his disciples were plucking the ears and eating [them], rubbing [them] in their hands. [2] But some of the Pharisees said to them, Why do ye what is not lawful to do on the sabbath? [3] And Jesus answering said to them, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did when he hungered, he and those who were with him, …

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

Acts 1:17 (JND) [17] for he was numbered amongst us, and had received a part in this service.

Acts 1:21-22 (JND) [21] It is necessary therefore, that of the men who have assembled with us all [the] time in which the Lord Jesus came in and went out among us, [22] beginning from the baptism of John until the day in which he was taken up from us, one of these should be a witness with us of his resurrection.

Psalms 69 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. [A Psalm] of David.} Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto [my] soul. [2] I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I am come into the depths of waters, and the flood overfloweth me. [3] I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. …

Psalms 109 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} O God of my praise, be not silent: [2] For the mouth of the wicked [man] and the mouth of deceit are opened against me: they have spoken against me with a lying tongue, [3] And with words of hatred have they encompassed me; and they fight against me without a cause. …

1 John 1:3 (JND) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Acts 1:24-26 (JND) [24] And they prayed, and said, Thou Lord, knower of the hearts of all, shew which one of these two thou hast chosen, [25] to receive the lot of this service and apostleship, from which Judas transgressing fell to go to his own place. [26] And they gave lots on them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Revelation 13 (JND) [1] And I stood upon the sand of the sea; and I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten diadems, and upon its heads names of blasphemy. [2] And the beast which I saw was like to a leopardess, and its feet as of a bear, and its mouth as a lion's mouth; and the dragon gave to it his power, and his throne, and great authority; [3] and one of his heads [was] as slain to death, and his wound of death had been healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast. …



PATIENCE IN WAITING FOR ANSWERS

J. A. McLaren 

1 Chronicles 4: 10; Luke 1: 11–13 to “heard”; Acts 7: 17–25; Psalm 105: 16–These scriptures speak in the first two cases of prayers, in the third of a promise to Abraham, and the fourth of a prophecy uttered by Joseph. But I believe they all have one thing in common and that is that the persons concerned had to wait some time for the fulfilment of the answer to their prayers, or the fulfilment of their promises. We find it testing to wait for answers. I heard of a young sister many years ago who was in company with some grown-ups and in speaking of prayer she said, ‘I always get an answer to my prayers’. When the grown-ups showed surprise she explained, ‘Oh, but of course sometimes the answer is No!’ We do not always get that answer. The prayers I have read of are not the kind God would say ‘No’ to. But God in His wisdom sometimes has to say ‘No’ because He knows that it would not be good for us to be granted the request that we are making. Normally we would credit saints with praying with a 

desire for what is good and right, as John says, “If we ask him anything according to his will he hears us”, 1 John 5: 14. 

Now Jabez was a typical Israelite. We have to remember that he lived in a day when blessing of an earthly kind was a sign of God’s favour, so that it was quite in order that he should ask God to bless him richly and enlarge his border, and it says that God brought about what was requested. Now that infers that it was not a case of Jabez getting something presented to him so that he was a rich man overnight. It was not a case of some very wealthy person leaving him a colossal legacy so that he was set up for life and did not need to trouble himself about anything after that. We might think of spiritual blessing and enlargement in our day, of course, but then it was natural, earthly. Nevertheless, God brought it to pass; that is, Jabez would have to wait His time and, who knows? it may well be that Jabez would not have it all plain sailing during that period. I mean, he would be the subject of God’s watchful eye and God might have to work out something in him during that period of waiting, be it long or short. Mr. Taylor said something about this scripture in 1940 during the last war when things were very difficult. He said this might have taken months or years to accomplish. He added that he himself had prayed for something for forty years and he was only getting the answer then! 

He said of the next scripture that his impression was that Zacharias might have forgotten about his prayers. That is understandable from the context. It does not say in Scripture that he had forgotten, but it is conceivable. But then God does not forget them, and when the answer came—an answer of power and a word from the angel—you can understand, humanly speaking. Zacharias being taken 

aback. Of course, he is rebuked for his unbelief, but nevertheless the word of God was, “Thy supplication has been heard”. How thankful we would be to hear an answer like that to any prayer! I do not speak of the detail of his prayer because it is not the point. I am taking it up as an example of any prayer that is in faith. God might say to us, ‘Thy prayer is heard’. But then we have to remember that it may take some time before God comes in, in answer to it. 

Apart from Zacharias’s specific prayer, we know, dear brethren, how much burden and sorrow there is in the world, the sorrow and grief that are part of our lot as being of a fallen race. 

Matthew 8: 17 records that the Lord Jesus fulfilled what was spoken through Esaias the prophet, saying, “Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases”. It is very affecting to think of that. We think often of the lifetimes of prayer that parents have perhaps had for their children, it may be seeing no work of God in them, or no clear evidence of it. They go on praying and in some cases they do not live to see the results. Then, after they are taken to be with the Lord, the brethren are thankful to see God’s hand of power put out, securing the persons concerned in conversion for His glory. It shows that we need to be persevering in prayer and faith regarding these things. 

Now when we come to Abraham it is a promise, really, arising out of a conversation which God had with His friend Abraham. Abraham was conversing with God and he had liberty with Him, a remarkable thing, and a thing we must wonder at, that God should speak of him as His friend, and converse with him and tell him of His secrets. And God told him something about what would happen to his descendants which culminated four hundred years after that (Genesis 15: 13). Just think of that—four hundred years. You say, Abraham will never live to see that. Of course he did not, but then, he died in faith. He would have the clear consciousness that God had said it, and would bring it to pass. And so, after Abraham’s descendants came into Egypt, Moses was born. Had they been intelligent they might have said, ‘Oh, this is our deliverer now’. But there is no word of a prophetic utterance at that time. 

They had to wait through forty years of suffering and bondage after that. Moses thought his brethren would understand, but, no, they did not even then understand that he was going to be the deliverer and they had to wait another forty years. 

Eighty years; a long time, and even then, while we are thankful to see how in the type God intervened and dealt in power with the Egyptians and acted typically in redemption and took them over the Red Sea, even then the full result was not seen for another forty years until the end of Moses’ life—Moses seeing the land but not going into it. And at that time what was said by Moses in prophecy was fulfilled, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance”, Exodus 15: 17. We are thankful for the way in which simple things about our needs may be answered quickly by God, but it may well be that God has to work out something in us in a waiting period. 

Now when we come to Joseph it is not exactly a prayer, it is something which was the result of a dream. He uttered it to his brethren and it says “until the time when what he said came about”; that is, Scripture treats it as a prophecy. He said something and it came to pass. Now Joseph did not have to wait as long as Abraham, but who knows the full extent of what he suffered in his spirit and soul, in this waiting period? The prophecy was spoken about the time he was seventeen. 

Then in the next thirteen years he was ill-treated by his brethren, sold, falsely accused, and cast into prison. It says here, “They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons”. 

Who knows the full extent of what he went through then in suffering and burden and discipline? yet all was wisely over-ruled of God for his instruction and for his progress spiritually. I am now speaking of Joseph personally, not as a type of Christ. But then a time came when he was exalted, when he was thirty. What a relief that would be! What an answer to his prophecy, including, of course, the time when his brethren came to it later on. What he said came about and the thing was sure and certain and it was fulfilled by God in His wisdom and power. 

But then, Joseph was a type of the Lord Jesus. And the Lord Jesus is waiting yet for a full answer. Joseph had what was a fulfilment in type of the fruit that is born to Christ from the Gentiles as a result of His death. He says of his firstborn, who was born in Egypt, “God has made me forget all my toil, and all my father’s house”. So the Lord Jesus has results for His suffering—from the Gentiles now. We are very glad to have part in that. But there is something else, dear brethren. The final result is still to come in the case of the Lord Jesus, as the hymn puts it; 

‘Israel’s race shall then behold Him, 

Full of grace and majesty; 

Though they set at nought and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

They in glory shall their great Messiah see’. 

What a time that will be for the Lord Jesus! We say, What a time it will be at the rapture! We are looking forward to that. But then what a time it will be for the Lord (and for Israel too) when they see their Messiah! And that is the fulfilment of Joseph’s prophecy here. 

May we be encouraged by these things, dear brethren. We need to persevere in prayer and faith, and in our case we can say with confidence and with assurance that God will grant our request if we are saying with the Spirit, ‘Lord Jesus, come’. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
6 February 1990 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 4:10 (JND) [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

Luke 1:11-13 (JND) [11] And an angel of [the] Lord appeared to him, standing on the right of the altar of incense. [12] And Zacharias was troubled, seeing [him], and fear fell upon him. [13] But the angel said to him, Fear not, Zacharias, because thy supplication has been heard, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

Acts 7:17-25 (JND) [17] But as the time of promise drew near which God had promised to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt, [18] until another king over Egypt arose who did not know Joseph. [19] *He* dealt subtilly with our race, and evil entreated the fathers, casting out their infants that they might not live. [20] In which time Moses was born, and was exceedingly lovely, who was nourished three months in the house of his father. [21] And when he was cast out, the daughter of Pharaoh took him up, and brought him up for herself [to be] for a son. [22] And Moses was instructed in all [the] wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds. [23] And when a period of forty years was fulfilled to him, it came into his heart to look upon his brethren, the sons of Israel; [24] and seeing a certain one wronged, he defended [him], and avenged him that was being oppressed, smiting the Egyptian. [25] For he thought that his brethren would understand that God by his hand was giving them deliverance. But they understood not.

Psalms 105:16 (JND) [16] And he called for a famine upon the land; he broke the whole staff of bread.

1 John 5:14 (JND) [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us.

Matthew 8:17 (JND) [17] so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases.

Genesis 15:13 (JND) [13] And he said to Abram, Know assuredly that thy seed will be a sojourner in a land [that is] not theirs, and they shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.



THE HEART OF GOD

L. McFarlane 

Luke 15: 3, 10–32 

This remarkable parable is one of those the Lord uttered while here. It brings out the heart of our Saviour God. Paul used that expression in 1 Timothy 2: 4, “Our Saviour God, who desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”. This beautiful parable brings that out, the heart of God. What a God is presented in the glad tidings! Despite man’s self-will and waywardness, the heart of God is love. So the Father’s love is being preached in the glad tidings, a love that would allure us to Himself. How the Lord Jesus as He spoke would feel for men in their lost and ruined state. So He says there is joy before the angels of God over one repenting sinner. May I ask if everyone in this room knows what it is, not only to repent, but to be a repenting sinner? 

The glad tidings are so great, so precious! You have all heard of Saul of Tarsus; he had to do with Jesus the Saviour, and for the remainder of his life he was a repenting sinner. 

God’s desire for men, for you and for me, dear friend, is happiness. As the beloved apostle stood before the authorities in Caesarea in the Acts (Acts 26: 28), king Agrippa said, “In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian”. And Paul answered, “I would to God ... that not only thou, but all who have heard me this day, should become such as I also am”. Mr: Darby once said that that audience was looking on a happy man. In chains, yes, a prisoner, yet his desire was that all in that audience should be like him. Well, he had had to do with Jesus. He had been an insolent overbearing man, Saul of Tarsus, but he had had to do with Jesus and it affected his entire life. 

So now I would speak of these two sons. It is a description of your state and my state. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. Dispensationally, these two sons represent the Gentile and the Jew. The younger son, the Gentile, went away into this far country and wasted what the Father had endowed him with. That is the story of man’s history. “All have sinned”, Paul says, “and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. “There is not a righteous man, not even one”, Romans 3: 10. It is the story of man’s history. God has so blessed us, has been so gracious in providing for us in His mercy the things of this life. We here this afternoon are a testimony to the goodness of God. So Paul says too, “the goodness of God leads thee to repentance”, Romans 2: 4. Let us be affected, dear friend. Consider for a moment how good God has been to you. It is intended to affect your heart, it is intended to cause you to return, wherever you may be at this point of time in your history. Maybe I am speaking to someone who has gone into this far country; brought up in a Christian household, but having given up the truth and gone far into this land of famine—‘Sin’s distant land of famine’, the hymn says. That is what the world is, but, thank God, in His government He reached this young man. 

Many of us here are praying for all the young people, day and night praying for the young, and God is taking account of those prayers and He is able in His government to reach us, to reach you, friend. He desires to bless you. So this famine came in; “There arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want”. What a contrast to the father’s house, a house of plenty, a house of fulness. It was a beautiful sight this very morning to see persons in the enjoyment of the fatness of that house. But it can be yours. The hymn says. 

‘Repentance only. God requires from man, 

And faith in Christ, His well-beloved Son’. 

This young man came to himself. Oh, it is a great day in your history, a very great day, when you come to yourself. We have all had to come that way. We could never preach the glad tidings unless we had come that way. Come to yourself; come to acknowledge your wretchedness, your sinful nature. The young man said, “How many hired servants of my fathers’ have abundance of bread”. That is the blessedness of the sphere in which the Father would have us to be found, a sphere of fulness where even the hired servants have an abundance of bread. 

Is there someone here who is hungry, perishing? Well, you can be in touch with this fulness this very evening; you can come into the blessedness of the Father’s provision for you as you come to yourself 

and return. So he said, “I will arise”. A beautiful thing this; “I will arise”. Do not just sit there. “I will arise and go to my father”. That is how we come into the blessing, by repentance. “And he rose up and went to his own father”. 

The rest of the section brings out the father’s love. How the father felt the loss of his younger son! Day after day he was looking out for his return. Such is the heart of our Saviour God; He is looking for men to return. In the glad tidings Jesus says, “Come to me all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matthew 11: 28. Now what more could be provided for us? So it is said, “While he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion”. This brings out the ardency of the father’s love for his son; the slightest move you make this evening, the slightest desire in your heart to get to the Father. 

He would take account of it. So it says his father was “moved with compassion”. These are the compassions of God. How He feels the ruin and the sinful state of man away from Himself. He has extended the day of glad tidings even to the present time. He has compassion; He is feeling for men. So it is said that the father “ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses”. What love! Friend, we never will know true love until we know something of the Father’s love, until we come to the Father. This young man had left the father’s house, but in truth he did not know his father. Now he is getting an impression of the father’s love for him. The father fell upon his neck and covered him with kisses—the father’s embrace. We had a sense of that here this morning, the Father’s embrace, and the delight He is finding in returning sons. 

The son said to his father, “I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son”. Oh, the father had made full provision for him; it was not a question of his worthiness, it was a question of the father’s love, and what the father had provided in the fatted calf. Yes, the Father has provided One, even our Lord Jesus. Think of Him relating this parable and speaking of the fatted calf. The father says, “Bring the fatted calf and kill it”. That speaks of the way Jesus has gone for you and for me, friend. He went to Calvary’s cross, He suffered and He died there. Redemption had to be effected so that this young man might be set up in liberty in the house. “And let us eat and make merry: for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found”. 

But before all that we have the best robe. “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet”. Well, the Father would cover you, dear friend. 

His love would take account of your wretchedness. The best robe, everything in this scripture, speaks of Christ, the perfection of Christ. We were thus clothed this morning before the Father, in the best robe. And there is now a ring on his hand, the sense of the Father’s love, “because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit”, Romans 5: 5. 

With the ring on his finger, and sandals on his feet, he is brought into the liberty of the house, to praise God. We recall the man in Acts 3: 7; when his feet and ankle bones became strong he began to walk and to leap and to praise God. 

Well, that is what we experienced in this very room this morning, persons leaping in spirit and praising God; that is the merriment of the Father’s house. His desire, friend, is that you might be in it. The father says, “Let us eat and make merry: for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found”. So Christianity is an exceedingly happy system of things. The Lord Jesus would speak feelingly of what the Father is inviting men to come into—merriment. You young people like to be merry, well, come into the house. It says, “and they began to make merry”. What a remarkable setting forth of the glad tidings! The blessed God desires to share with us the blessedness He has found in His beloved Son, He could say from the excellent glory, “This in my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”. He would take us into favour in Him. He would cause us to enjoy the blessedness of His house and to be there to go no more out. Who would want to leave such a sphere of things? 

Now we come to the elder son, who was in the field. He never left home but he was a man of the field, a man of sport and the like. As I said at the outset, dispensationally he represents the Jew. He became angry when he heard of what the father had done. It says the servant said to him, “Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well”. “But he became angry and would not go in. And his father went out and besought him”. That is God’s attitude this evening in relation to you if you are not in the house. The Father would come out and would welcome you in. He “went out and besought him” to come in. In the next chapter it says, “a great chasm is fixed”(Luke 16: 26). That is, if, we put off the blessedness of the invitation in this day of grace—O the wonder of the day we are in, the day of grace!—we might find ourselves in the place where the chasm is fixed. God has invited you, friend, to come in; His attitude is one of love, forgiveness, and longsuffering, and He is beseeching you to come in, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Melbourne
15 May 1988 

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:3-32 (JND) [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance. [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner. [11] And he said, A certain man had two sons; [12] and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give to me the share of the property that falls [to me]. And he divided to them what he was possessed of. [13] And after not many days the younger son gathering all together went away into a country a long way off, and there dissipated his property, living in debauchery. [14] But when he had spent all there arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want. …

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Acts 26:28 (JND) [28] And Agrippa [said] to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Romans 3:10 (JND) [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one;

Romans 2:4 (JND) [4] or despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads thee to repentance?

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Acts 3:7 (JND) [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong.

Luke 16:26 (JND) [26] And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm is fixed, so that those who desire to pass hence to you cannot, nor do they who [desire to cross] from there pass over unto us.



EXTRACTS

All true service must flow from communion with the source of service; it is no service if we are not drinking in Christ, and conscious that we are doing His will; if I should take up any service, without being confident that God would have me do it, there would be no power in it. 

Service then, if real, must flow from direct communion with God. We may go on in a course of action as a consequence of communion for a good while. Thus, for instance, we may compare the state of the Thessalonians with that of the Church of Ephesus in Revelation. To the Thessalonians it is said by Paul, that he knows their work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope—here we see the three cardinal points faith, hope, and charity, as springs of work, labour, and patience; but not so in the address of the Lord to Ephesus—it was work, labour, and patience; but there was not the present spiritual power, which comes from God direct, therefore the candlestick was threatened to be removed. How often do our attempts at service flow more from thought of something we may have to do, than from direct communion with God! It then becomes, or is in danger of soon becoming, the mere activity of the flesh, and at any rate is the drudgery of duty without power, instead of serving with the spirit; what a comfort that all my life through I may be serving the Lord with my spirit! 

J. N. Darby (‘Collected Writings’. Vol. 26, p.28) 

I think that God’s glory is the satisfaction of His nature in the accomplishment of His purposes, in that His nature is satisfied. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 5, p.189) 
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