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ETERNAL LIFE

J. A. Gardiner 

Romans 6: 20–23; 1 John 5: 6–15 

I would like to say something about eternal life. It is a very blessed matter that we should have fellowship with the apostles whose fellowship was with the Father and with the Son. How great that is! Divine love will not rest until it has brought us into the enjoyment of it. 

God has brought it forward because of the fall, and it is the answer to all the problems that beset the race on account of the fail of man. We read in Romans 6 that it is the end to be reached in the teaching of the glad tidings. We preach mostly, perhaps, the side of relief, but I think there is great need that the teaching of the gospel should increasingly come into the preaching, because the gospel sets us up rightly in every relationship. It recovers us to God, we are set up rightly in our relations with God; we are set up rightly in our relations with men; and we are set up rightly in our relations with the authorities. Chapter 12 of course comes before chapter 13, so that we are committed to the will of God and, as far as conscience allows us, we are subject to the powers that be. Hence we have persons fully recovered to God and in the power of the Spirit moving here as delivered from all the elements and evidences of the fall of man. That is morally, and when we speak about what is moral we mean the difference between right and wrong, between good and evil. There is clarification in that. We speak about what is moral and maybe young persons do not understand what it means, but that is what it means, it is the difference between what is right and wrong in God’s sight, the difference between good and evil. 

Then we progress, we learn how to choose the good and how to refuse the evil. But then some refinement comes in and we have what is excellent; then we have something else and it is called “more excellent”; then we have something else that is “more surpassing excellence”, 1 Corinthians 12: 31. That is the way of love, it is the manifestation of the divine nature. The Lord Jesus has come into the position of testimony; that is what John says in his epistle. He has come into that position with the resources of His love, the water and the blood. The Spirit is here to make good in us what is in God’s mind as having delivered us from the forces of evil, delivered us from the effects of the fall. He begins with the water because our moral state is in mind; we need to learn the difference between right and wrong and good and evil as God sees it. We may all have our own judgments and assessments of what is good and what is bad, but the light of God comes in the glad tidings and shows us how He feels about everything. We need to follow what has been called the line of the Spirit’s teaching, so that we arrive substantially at eternal life, and that we are conscious in ourselves that we have it. That is what John says, you have the witness in yourself and you are the witness. The testimony that you have eternal life is manifest in the fact that you are a happy, satisfied, overcoming person. 

So we begin in the gospel with the blood; Romans 3 begins with the blood, that is the judicial side is met. The blood has to do with our guilt. Light comes into your soul. Naturally we do not think about God. Oh you may think about God, but naturally we are so full of self that we think we are on a par with God. God has to show us, and ultimately we come to recognise, that we are nothing. That is what Mr. Darby’s hymn says, ‘That we our nothingness may know’ (Hymn 87). How important that is if we are to come into the enjoyment of God’s love. 

So that the type is that you are in Egypt, being independent and thinking you are doing your own will; but really you are under the domination of Pharaoh. There is a superior power that really has you in bondage. The scripture we read tells us that our members were yielded in bondage unto sin. But light comes in and you feel the need of deliverance; you are guilty before God. I hope every person in this room has had that experience, that they have been conscious of guilt before a holy God, and they could nothing about it. That is an evidence of the Spirit’s work in the new birth. Finally the word of God comes to you and you find light from God, and you flee to God for mercy and come under the shelter of the blood. Things are done in haste, you do not saunter out of Egypt; your loins are girt, your staff is in your hand and you are going out, you cannot stay there. You prove deliverance from that point of view. 

The next thing is, of course, you can see that baptism comes in and the teaching of it, “as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death”, Romans 6: 3. You begin to understand the power of Satan has been broken in Jesus’ death of scorn (see Hymn 290). It comes out typically in the Red Sea. And so you are clear of Egypt. I hope everybody here is clear of what Egypt typifies. It has been rightly said, We are out of Egypt but is Egypt out of me? That is the next process that is needed, to get independency out of us and become dependent on God. That is the kingdom. So we have redemption; it brings us into the kingdom, and in the kingdom we are under a different government. We begin to understand what grace is. We may feel that we are saved, we are under the shelter of the blood and the consciousness of guilt has been removed from us, but we do not really know the heart of God in its fulness. There are two sides to the blood—one is that it meets our guilt; but the other side—and that is the side that the Lord would have us appreciate—it is the manifestation of divine love. The Lord Jesus would like every person in this room to be fully in the gain of His love, and of His Father’s love, have fellowship at that level. If you follow the footnote to ‘fellowship’ in 1 John 1: 3 it refers to Hebrews 2: 14 where the footnote says, ‘that is, they are in that condition, as their common lot’. The Lord Jesus, through grace, became Man and took part in the blood and flesh 

condition we are in, in order to set us free from the bondage and fear of death. Eternal life is the result of this, beloved, because it does not wane, it remains in its holy constancy in the power of the love of God. 

So as subject in the kingdom, you learn how to live. The Lord Jesus would teach us how to live. I think it is very wonderful that He dwelt among them. See how He moved, how He walked about, how He spoke, how He prayed, how He met situations. It was a different kind of life, meeting things in a different way. They would meet them, I suppose, in the way they were taught as Jews, they would meet them with the letter; but we need to learn that the Lord is the Spirit of the covenant. As we are subdued in the kingdom, we are amenable to divine teaching. Your affections are secured and He begins to write in your heart. To see a person in the gain of the gospel you just need to go to Paul and see how he meets situations; see how he met the situation in Corinth positively, without in any sense compromising the truth. Imagine brethren having the audacity to say to Paul, If you come here you better take a letter with you. 

That is what they said, and because they said that he writes to them saying, “Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters ...?”. Then he says, “Ye are our letter ... known and read of all men”, 2 Corinthians 3: 1, 2. The effect of the covenant had been manifested in them. He says the Spirit is not writing on tables of stone, as Moses did. He is writing on the fleshy tables of the heart (2 Corinthians 3: 3). 

Now you can see the importance of subjection in the kingdom if the Spirit of God is going to write in your heart, because if you are in a state of turmoil, there is no room for the Spirit to write. But your affections are being cleared and purified, because He has come by water as well as blood, and the covenant is being made effective in your soul. Think of the wonder of it, the ministry of the Spirit subsisting in glory (see 2 Corinthians 3: 8), and the Lord is the Spirit of the thing. As Christ was with the disciples, they could see how He handled the law, they could see the spirit of it, they could see what was meant by it, they could see the fulness of it in Him, because He magnified it and made it honourable (see Isaiah 42: 21). When we come into that land we begin to look on the glory of the Lord, the Mediator of the new covenant. It is not natural, the best of nature is not equal to it. We may be taken in by that, thinking it is very nice. Nature is all right in its place, do not let anybody say it is not, because it is of God, but remember it is a fallen nature and there was to be no honey in the oblation. They would see that with Jesus; there was no leaven, there was no honey; there was the evenness of the fine flour of the oblation as Jesus moved in every circumstance. That is the kind of food the priests were to eat, feeding upon the humanity of Christ. So the Spirit will write that on your heart, the ministry of righteousness subsisting in glory. All that leads you to look upon the glory of the Lord. So that you have redemption, you have the kingdom, you have the new covenant, and the writing is bringing out what God has wrought in your soul in new creation. 

He goes on in the next chapter, “So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5: 17), it is different, there is no flaw about it. There is no genetic defect in the new birth. It is perfect, and in it, in embryo, there is the divine nature and all the attributes of God. You need proper food to develop, “the pure mental milk of the word”. Peter speaks of, 

“that by it ye may grow up to salvation”, 1 Peter 2: 2. You have not come to eternal life yet, but you are on the way to it. You say, “all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself”, 2 Corinthians 5: 18. See it is another step, you have reconciliation. You can see the progress as to the enjoyment of eternal life. We had an old sister with us locally who at one time had heard Mr. Raven in Edinburgh, and it left an impression with her all her life. The reading was about reconciliation and somebody said, You say the old man cannot be reconciled, the new man does not need to be reconciled, now who is reconciled? Mr. Raven said, You are reconciled. You know what reconciliation is—you know how you balance the books. God looks for this, things to be balanced in our lives, and to be in the enjoyment of reconciliation. Then you come to the blessedness of eternal life. In Luke 15 it is the father who suggests the merriment. There is the peace offering, there is reconciliation. Now, he says, let us be merry, let us enjoy this. 

That is what the Lord Jesus has come into the position of testimony to effect in the souls of Christians. He wants your whole being to be a bondman to God, yielding all your members in the power of attraction, in the power of the love of Christ, yielding them, not holding any back. You know how you served Pharaoh, met all his unreasonable demands, made bricks without straw, there you were in bondage. You thought you were doing your own will, but really you were in bondage to the power of the god of this world. The glad tidings comes into your soul and delivers you so that you can walk in the power and enjoyment of the love of God. The thing is spontaneous. You cannot say to yourself, I am going to enjoy the love of God. How can you do it? You are cast upon the Spirit of God and He very willingly will shed abroad in your heart the love of God (see Romans 5: 5). You will know what the blessing is. 

Is that not marvellous? The psalmist finds it hard to explain; he says it is like “the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion”, Psalm 133: 3. What an elevated concept that is. Also he says it is “Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments” (Psalm 133: 2). He says, 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133: 1). He finishes saying, “for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore” (verse 3). Think of that word, He commanded it. We need help, I believe, to see how willing God is that we should come into the enjoyment of Himself and of His own love. 

Divine Persons have taken up positions in the economy to that end, that we might be in the gain of the knowledge of God, and live with God. Would you like to live with God? “God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him” (1 John 4: 16), that is eternal. Tabernacling is an eternal idea. We think about service, and that is right, we think about taking these meetings, and that is right. We need to pray about it because food is needed for the household all the time. But there is something greater, and the greatest thing is to live with God. We shall do that eternally, “the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall tabernacle with them”, and be “their God”, Revelation 21: 3. 

John here tells us where this life is. He says it is in the Son, that is where it is located. There was much conflict about eternal life because scripture says you have it. It says, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. Now because the scripture said that persons said they had it. Well, if you have it, John would say, show me it, prove it. He shows here where it is and how to come into the gain of it. It is in the Son. It is not located in any other person. 

Consequently it is completely free from breakdown. You see you are here in wilderness circumstances, but you are enjoying a life that is eternal. It is really heaven come down, but it remains in heaven. In Deuteronomy, if you are in the gain of the commandment, you are the head and not the tail, full of resource, you lend to the nations, you do not borrow. Everything is for you. This is Christianity, beloved, properly in its fulness. Someone said that the basket is in the ocean but the ocean is in the basket. This life is in His Son, and as long as you stay in that area you are in the enjoyment of that life. What a wonderful life it is, “eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

So you are the witness of it, you have the testimony in yourself, you are enjoying something that is heavenly. In Romans 8 life in the Spirit is power for the wilderness, power to overcome yourself, power to meet your righteous obligations according to God, and you more than conquer through Him that loves us (see Romans 8: 37). This is something further. This is fellowship with the Father and with the Son. It is the family of God that is in mind. It is not the Christ exactly, it is not the doer of operations, it is in the Son and that relates to the house, it relates to what is eternal. So we know how to live with God. Mr. Darby says time shall not grow old, eternal life will never grow old. Have you ever thought of it, that you will not grow old, you will not forget people’s names? The power and vitality of life will be sustained eternally; the enjoyment, the blessedness, the freshness and the greatness of it will be sustained eternally. 

And you will be sustained eternally in relation to it. Other families will see how you live and how you move and how you do and see the divine nature in expression. This is the first of all the families, this is the family of God. John is antedating that because that is what he has in mind, the children of God. The thing is substantial, it is tangible; that which our hands have handled and our eyes have seen (see 1 John 1: 1). We have been in touch with it, we have seen how it works. And you have the tangibility of it in yourself. You can see the glory of the glad tidings. Paul speaks of it in language that is surpassingly great, “the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 4. And there in His face is the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God (2 Corinthians 4: 6). All has come to us in Christ the Mediator. But here it is the Son, in these terms of affection, between the Father and the Son. John says, “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth”, John 1: 14. The family side is the greatest of all sides. Here we are children of God. When we get there it will be sonship. Eternal life meets the need in our hearts and sonship meets the need in God’s heart. 

If I can only leave the impression that divine Persons are exceedingly anxious that we should come into the enjoyment of their love, I will have done some work. Because there may be little dark questions at the back of our minds that cast doubt as to the love of God. The devil would be in that. Where there is darkness there is evil, and where there is evil the devil is in it. So John says, “the darkness is passing”, 1 John 2: 8. In fact, before that, he says, “this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all”, 1 John 1: 5. Then he says, “which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”. 

Beloved, these are great matters. I only wish I could convey them in a way that would leave its impress upon us. We need help to follow the line of the Spirit’s teaching. Leave Egypt but do not get stuck in the wilderness; many have so there are wilderness persons. Moses thought it would be a good idea if Hobab could just show them how to go. In wonderful grace, as typified in the ark, He that came by water and blood moved out of His normal position and took up the lead. So the spontaneity of the response is wonderful. “Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel”, Numbers 10: 35, 36. 

God has great confidence in us. It is marvellous that, in these conditions in which we are, we speak to God and we know He is listening to us. It says, “if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us”, 1 John 5: 14. You will not ask anything that is out of accord with His will because you have already proved what is His will in the glad tidings, “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”, Romans 12: 2. Get all your members assembled together rightly. The whole body is in function. You present that to God because you are moved by divine compassion, you present that a living sacrifice, you are available to God for whatever desire He might have, you “prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. 

And so your asking is in accord with that. You know what His will is, you know what is pleasing to Him. The Lord has shown you how to live in relation to God; as “I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. That is where He is at the moment, and the witness here is in the Spirit and the water and the blood. There is adequate witness in the three, and the quality of witness is unsurpassed in the Spirit. The Spirit is the truth and that involves you. The Spirit is the truth, of course, Himself, that is true. But then the Spirit is the truth involves the Spirit’s work. I think that is very blessed, because when the Lord comes He will find what is entirely in accord with Himself in the bride. 

When the Lord left the earth His work was perfect and complete in the twelve. They knew what to do, they filled out the administrative position, the Spirit came upon each one of them. It says that specifically, “it sat upon each one of them”, Acts 2: 3. There was the perfection of Christ’s work, and when He comes again He will find the perfection of the Spirit’s work, because “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. What freshness, what vitality, what glory, what radiancy! You never saw a gloomy bride, did you? They are usually radiant, and that is because they are in the enjoyment of love, of natural love it might be. But the assembly is in the enjoyment of the love of Christ. How great these things are! Eternal life is something to be sought after and gone into. John brings it down here. Paul sets it out objectively. Whatever the case, it is the end to be reached in the gospel, “the end eternal life ... the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Toronto
2 October 1998 

 


Scripture references

Romans 6:20-23 (JND) [20] For when ye were bondmen of sin ye were free from righteousness. [21] What fruit therefore had ye *then* in the things of which ye are *now* ashamed? for the end of *them* [is] death. [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life. [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 John 5:6-15 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth. [7] For they that bear witness are three: [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one. [9] If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater. For this is the witness of God [which] he has witnessed concerning his Son. [10] He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself; he that does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness which God has witnessed concerning his Son. [11] And this is the witness, that God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son. [12] He that has the Son has life: he that has not the Son of God has not life. [13] These things have I written to you that ye may know that ye have eternal life who believe on the name of the Son of God. [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 6:3 (JND) [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death?

1 John 1:3 (JND) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

2 Corinthians 3:1-2 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men,

2 Corinthians 3:3 (JND) [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart.

2 Corinthians 3:8 (JND) [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory?

Isaiah 42:21 (JND) [21] Jehovah had delight [in him] for his righteousness' sake: he hath magnified the law, and made it honourable.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:

1 Peter 2:2 (JND) [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation,

2 Corinthians 5:18 (JND) [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation:

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Psalms 133:3 (JND) [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Psalms 133:2 (JND) [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments;

Psalms 133:1 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

1 John 4:16 (JND) [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:37 (JND) [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.

1 John 1:1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life;

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 John 2:8 (JND) [8] Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines.

1 John 1:5 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Numbers 10:35-36 (JND) [35] And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. [36] And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel.

1 John 5:14 (JND) [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us.

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

Acts 2:3 (JND) [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



BEHOLD THE MAN

D. M. Welch 

John 18: 40 (from “Not this man”); 19: 6 (“Behold the man!”) I had thought to speak of the eyes of God and how God sees everything. Perhaps we can think about that as we consider briefly these few words that have been read for the preaching. 

It is said twice in the Psalms that Jehovah or God “looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God” (Psalm 14: 2; 53: 2), as if God would impress upon us that nothing escapes His eye. In one of the psalms it is very striking where it says, “Thine eyes did see my unformed substance, and in thy book all my members were written; during many days were they fashioned, when as yet there was none of them”, Psalm 139: 16. God’s eyes beheld even that which was not formed. 

Considering that verse, think what it was to God when He said, “Let us make man”, suppose that His beholding our unformed substance would have to do with what proceeds in a generational way. The point is that God beholds everything, even the evil and the good. 

I sometimes wonder, in testing my own soul about these matters, as to how much really I believe what I say and what I read. Is it not a crucial time in the testimony? Perhaps the glad tidings were never more important than they are today. It is as though the Spirit of God would recall us to just where we are in Christianity and whether we really believe what we say. 

What we believe, what we live for is not simply a matter of words. It has been well said that Christianity is not what I say, it is what I am. It is good for us to take soundings in all these matters, and it is good for us to take soundings in the glad tidings too. 

The times of the Gentiles seen prominently in the four great monarchies have come and gone, in a sense, and the revival of one is yet to be. We look back and see the fall of the Roman Empire. Have we thought about what has come forth in the stead of the Roman Empire? Not long after the apostles had been called home, the world religion was declared to be Christianity, although the times of the Gentiles run on and the Roman Empire will be revived. 

Ten kingdoms will be in alliance and there will be a prominent political personage rising out of the sea of the nations. There will be a trilogy of evil, Satan himself being involved, and the Antichrist too, thought to be Jewish in character. All this will be given effect and the Roman Empire will be revived. But there is a period of time, we might say, when the Roman Empire is not so much in evidence, although the western world certainly exerts great power, especially from this country. 

What has struck me lately is how, at the end of John’s gospel, politics and religion are merged together. Where we read, the empire was once known in outward power, but it has not so much power as it had then. However there is a certain power manifested, and things have gone on since the world religion was declared to be Christianity, but we are not to be deceived by this. It was not the infidel that said, “Not this man”, although it is likely the infidel would say it. In my mind it was the element that would succeed the Roman Empire, the religious element. I am not saying there are not governments for which we pray. We pray there might be sympathy with what is right. But a Christian’s calling and life are outside the world of religion and infidelity. So I ask, Have we believed the glad tidings? If we believe the glad tidings we are not attached to the world. We are separate although we have to do with things in the world. God is not intervening directly with governments; He is dealing indirectly with governments, using them to hold things in check while things are developed in the assembly, and while persons are 

brought out of the world by the glad tidings. God has prolonged the day to give honour to Christ, who is spoken of in derision by Pilate, saying, “Behold the man!” The glad tidings go out to all men irrespective of whether they are religious or infidels. The power of God is an amazing thing; it has its effect on persons who were lawless, even perhaps religious. The glad tidings are to be believed, it is a matter of faith, and if believed then it becomes our life, so that we are no longer lawless, but we become lovers of Christ. Then there becomes a state with us, and we want to go on and want to lay hold of the truth, which involves the assembly and fellowship. 

The Lord spoke in John 18 of those who were of the truth, it says, “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice” (John 18: 37). That is the great test. What we were reading in John’s gospel on Lord’s day marked the end of the testimony in perfection in Christ. John’s gospel was written for the end of the testimony and is especially applicable to us. It tests us as to our inwardness and our reality. 

May we lay hold of the glad tidings—“Behold the man!” What a Man He was! What can we say that would appeal to us about the Man? This was a Man who purposely came to die. This was a Man who introduced the full mind of God into the creation. This was a Man who laboured and of whom it could be said prophetically that He laboured in vain. Of course none could go as far as He went, but just for a moment I would like for us to think about the Lord Himself. It is not abstract deity that is presented here as I understand it, but a divine Person in manhood. The Jews had said, “We have a law, and according to our law he ought to die”. 

Think of the irony of that because of the next statement, “because he made himself Son of God”. That is deity. But He is declared to be Son of God with power by resurrection of the dead, meaning others were raised by Him, not His own resurrection. It would not be excluded, 

but that is not the point in the scripture (Romans 1: 4). In John 11 it is, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11: 25). There can be no doubt as to who that Man was. Then think of the suffering in His spirit. Consider the Lord weeping, groaning in His spirit at the grave of Lazarus. Why did the Lord weep? He was a real Man and yet divine feelings were behind that weeping. The condition of the human race affected Him, and here He saw Martha, Mary and others, absolutely, totally helpless in the face of death, they could do nothing. But He could and He has done something; this is the Man who came to die. 

Did He feel the rejection of His own? “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1: 11. He was a real man, and the Messiah; He was more than a man, but He was a real Man. Yes, He felt being rejected by His own. He was a stone of stumbling to them, as we sang in the hymn, ‘the rejected Corner-stone!’ He could say, “the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me”, Psalm 69: 9. The Lord never missed anything in His experience as to right feeling, as to righteousness pursued, and as to the will of God accomplished in obedience. He never missed anything, including the feelings in His spirit, which involved what would come upon the nation, especially the remnant, consequent upon His own rejection by that nation. What sufferings! The Psalms in part tell us about those sufferings of Christ as feeling these things. 

Presently that which restrains is the Spirit in the saints and governments, God uses governments to check evil in view of the testimony, the glad tidings, and in view of bridal affections being formed for Christ. But when the assembly is gone the whole matter will collapse eventually. Think of what will come upon the world, especially Israel. There was a period of time when man was let go, no government, no restraint, and the result was corruption and violence. Do you not think this kind of man—God’s Man—is needed? My appeal is based 

upon the attraction of Christ. He was lifted up between heaven and earth to become the attraction for persons who would believe and be His followers. He said, “ye shall become disciples of mine”, John 15: 8. Are we? We read in the Scriptures about life, and perhaps we think it is something that is just in us. If it is, it will come out in our living. What is our life? I do not want to get carried away on this, but in general, what is thought to be Christianity is that God will help me do everything down here; I will bring Christianity along with my occupation to get help on how to get on in the world. That is not really Christianity. It is true, we can depend upon the Father to help us get through the circumstances every day testimonially in doing what is right. The righteousness of God has been manifested, and it ought to be manifested in Christians who believe, but that is not Christianity in its fulness. 

Christianity separates us from this world for another one. We are separated unto God; so that becomes our life and everything else then is incidental. Is this our life? If it is our life, it comes out and even the incidental things are taken up dependently for God. 

I am not preaching at persons but I am speaking a little from experience. I was touched lately in that reference in John’s epistle to “our faith”, 1 John 5: 4. I had that wrong in my mind for many years; but what delivers us from the world is Christianity livingly, the whole body of truth, “our faith”. Pilate asked the question, “What is truth?” John 18: 38. If someone asked you or me, What is truth? could we tell them? How many years have we preached the glad tidings? How many years have we heard the glad tidings? How many years have we been coming to the meetings and reading the Scriptures? Are we believing these things? John’s gospel was written to believers, to make believing believers. Does that sound odd? That is why it was written, it was written for our day, that we might grasp the glad tidings livingly and be liberated from the world. 

Where are our associations? Religiously, socially, and 

in other ways we have to do with things, but we are separate from the world because God is working directly in the assembly. He will have truth in the inward parts. God will have it no other way, it says very clearly. He will have truth in the inward parts. So John’s gospel is an inward matter; inwardness and spirituality are tested thereby. 

This is the Man who came to set all this on—“Behold the man!” Think of the dignity by which He proceeded in His sufferings here. Mr. Darby has a piece of ministry that I have read (I do not know that I understood it very much), but it is well worth reading, ‘The Sufferings of Christ’. He came to die, but why did He come to die? His was a death that was unlike any other death. His life too was unique, it was not common; His life was very precious to Him and to God. White He was in the suffering pathway, John the baptist had to say, “I knew him not”, but he did say, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 36. How different that is from Pilate saying, “Behold the man!” What a difference there is when one who is a lover of Christ says, 

“Behold the Lamb of God”, and when another speaks in derision (even though Pilate was a convicted man), “Behold the man!” The sufferings of Christ on Calvary cannot be penetrated. 

Also, as a dependent man, He suffered great pressure from the enemy, who brought before Him the awful fact that He would be left alone, forsaken as a man, forsaken by God. The enemy applied that pressure to Him in Gethsemane. The Lord Jesus had never known what it was to be alone; He could say, “the Father is with me” (John 16: 32); He never took a breath, never made a move except in perfect communion with God. What a Man He was! Yet this is the Man who came to die! We can say, I think legitimately, but reverently. He came to be forsaken of God. Does that mean anything? We cannot fathom His atoning sufferings. We do not know why it was three hours on the cross as forsaken of God, but that is the time He went through it before delivering up His spirit, and nothing was held back, 

everything was meted out at that time. So here was a Man like no other man. He was a Man who would bear judgment, who could bear the judgment of God for others. He was a perfect Man, who took up the judgment for sins and sin, the whole moral issue before God. He went through it that there might be disciples, persons who would not only be lovers of Himself, but followers attached to Him, those who would live Christianity. 

But it is not only the Christ who suffered and died and was buried that we preach. We preach a Christ who is victorious, risen and ascended. The best robe has to do with a Man in heaven, that is the robe the returning prodigal receives, and as returning he is characterised by repentance. We do not slight repentance; repentance and remission of sins are preached. But it is not a question of putting definitions on words, it is a question of inwardness again, facing the reality of these things in our consciences, and facing the reality of these things in our inmost being in God’s presence. These persons in John’s gospel, Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, finally came to it saying, as it were, We will no longer go along with the world. 

That is repentance; they were turning from the world, they were turning to God. It was not just an attitude, or precursor to their movements, they actually came to this—‘How long are we going to go on with this? If the world has treated Christ in such a way I cannot belong to it’. And so, they come out and identify themselves with the Lord. How far have we identified ourselves with the Lord? Do we understand just how little the enemy will accept? He may accept a form in the service of God, he may accept good meetings, day in day out, week in week out, and good preachings if no results follow. The great test is seen in these women who stood by the cross; John also standing by, and in the movements of Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, who identified themselves with Christ. As it were, they said, ‘I am crucified with Christ, no longer live I, but Christ liveth in me’. It would mean that my mind is set, I am getting back to my baptism, I am committing myself to prove that life is not just something to be spoken of, but to be lived; it consists of objects, persons, relationships, associations. It is not something that we think about theoretically or whether we are adequate, that is not life. The Lord says, “ye will not come to me that ye might have life”, John 5: 40. Everything is in relation to Him now in another world. 

In the reading we spoke about these garments in verses 23 and 24 of John 19. We mentioned about Christianity as once declared to be the world religion. I am not going to be critical about any person or persons even in a sect, but a sect is surely not the body coat. There are persons who speak about Christ, they even believe on Christ in some way, but they do not believe in His deity. It is a whole Christ or no Christ. The Lord could say, “for unless ye shall believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”, John 8: 24. Now that is very solemn, but that is the truth of scripture. So persons might believe in Christ in some sense, and believe that He was a man, or a son of God (but something less than God), and even try to imitate Him in His life down here. But He is not down here, His body is here, but He is a Man out of death, and He is seated on His Father’s throne. It is a whole Christ that is the faith of Christianity, and as having a whole Christ we have a life to live in relation to Him. Everything that we are taken up with down here is in relation to this life. We spoke earlier of Revelation 13, the beast rising up out of the sea, a reviving of the Roman Empire. He has had a wound because the testimony is still here, the truth is still here. What is the truth? Is it not what has given the wound to the beast? The truth is the full revelation of God, that is why we cannot settle for anything less than a whole Christ, for it was Himself here, the Man who came to die, the Man who has died and was raised for our justification, and who has gone back in the glory. The present day is characterised singularly by Him there and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit here. The truth is the full revelation of God, and so the Lord Himself is the truth, and the Spirit is too. That Man has opened up everything; everything that can be known is known, the full revelation of God is out, that is the truth. It is the way it is presented in Scripture, the way that it was revealed by Christ. That is the truth, and so the Spirit leads us into all the truth, the full revelation of God. That is what we want, beloved, Christianity in fulness. 

It seems to me that God would freshly appeal to us that we might get back to our baptism because He intends this Man to be honoured here. In the first preaching Peter said, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 38. Baptism was included there and it is a principle we have to understand. Baptism is a picture of death, and when we are baptised we commit ourselves to the Lord. If we have been baptised householdly, the children, by the faith of the parents are brought out of the world into the sphere of profession, that is household baptism. It is the removal of one order and the removal from a world which is under judgment. True Christianity is being called out of the world, being here in testimony for God and for Christ. Yes, but living a life that is characterised by these wonderful things; associations and fellowship we have in the assembly, the meetings, the relationships, the Scriptures, the ministry, a blessed Object in heaven, all these things, that is what living is. It all begins with beholding the Man. The most wonderful truth I ever heard was that God had become a Man. 

God has become a Man, He has come out, He has made Himself known. Could anything be more touching than Him being delivered up for us all? To save us from our sins? Yes, to save us for eternity. Yes, but to be here where He gives us all things. It is a very wonderful matter to be livingly in Christianity, and to be in it faithfully. God is looking for this. 

In John’s gospel, as written especially for those who are at the end of the dispensation, it is that these things might go through in our affections, similarly to the way of those women who were standing by the cross of Jesus. They stood, and would we not be standing by it as trustworthy persons? A verse in Genesis is helpful, speaking of the Lord Himself typically, but which continues because the Lord is entrusting things to those who are His lovers, “And Joseph found favour in his eyes, and attended on him; and he set him over his house, and all that he had he gave into his hand”, Genesis 39: 4. Everything has been given to Christ, who is now with the Father, and also everything has been given into the hand of the Spirit. In a sense, God is depending on persons to go through faithfully and be formed to call Christ back. It begins with the glad tidings which have great scope. After some of the great evangelical movements persons have been left floundering. God did not intend for us to flounder but that we should be brought practically out of the world and into the assembly, the place where He is directly operating and working. He depends on persons not only to believe the glad tidings but to take up these things livingly, believing that baptism means something. 

While it is an outward rite once done, and it initiates us into the sphere of blessing, into Christianity, it also becomes a matter of continuing in the principle of it. In John 15 the Lord said He laid down His life for His friends. What does that mean? It is not atonement, although I am not excluding that, but I do not believe that to be the primary matter there. 

Friends are persons who love Him and are attached to Him and who can be trusted with these great things that compose Christianity. Now that is what He is looking to find. 

They said, “not this man”, and that is the present situation, the Lord is outside the door of the public profession. The first man is a robber, and that order of 

man has nothing for God; it usurps God’s Man and the order after Him. The burial of Christ is very important, it removes one order of man from before God; the order that has offended God has been removed in the burial of Christ. God will have nothing else but Christ, nothing else but the order that the Lord Himself has set on, and is the Head of now in glory. So when we read these words, “Behold the man!”, though they were spoken in derision, it would be very touching to us. That Man morally is to be continued livingly in the assembly at the present time, that is the Man that God delights to honour. He still honours the features of that Man which He finds here in the assembly. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Denton
27 October 1996 

 


Scripture references

John 18:40 (JND) [40] They cried therefore again all, saying, Not this [man], but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.

Psalms 14:2 (JND) [2] Jehovah looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God.

Psalms 53:2 (JND) [2] God looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God.

Psalms 139:16 (JND) [16] Thine eyes did see my unformed substance, and in thy book all [my members] were written; [during many] days were they fashioned, when [as yet] there was none of them.

John 18 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. …

John 18:37 (JND) [37] Pilate therefore said to him, Thou art then a king? Jesus answered, Thou sayest [it], that I am a king. I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

John 15:8 (JND) [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine.

1 John 5:4 (JND) [4] For all that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith.

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

John 16:32 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me.

John 5:40 (JND) [40] and ye will not come to me that ye might have life.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 8:24 (JND) [24] I said therefore to you, that ye shall die in your sins; for unless ye shall believe that I am [he], ye shall die in your sins.

Revelation 13 (JND) [1] And I stood upon the sand of the sea; and I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten diadems, and upon its heads names of blasphemy. [2] And the beast which I saw was like to a leopardess, and its feet as of a bear, and its mouth as a lion's mouth; and the dragon gave to it his power, and his throne, and great authority; [3] and one of his heads [was] as slain to death, and his wound of death had been healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast. …

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Genesis 39:4 (JND) [4] And Joseph found favour in his eyes, and attended on him; and he set him over his house, and all that he had he gave into his hand.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …



EXTRACTS

Then it goes on to say, “Give heed to thyself”. That is particularly what I had in mind; and then, “and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”. “Give heed to thyself”. Take heed to your gift, of course; do not neglect that, but do not neglect yourself! Take heed to yourself, your ways, your motives. If I am going to preach or speak to the saints, what about my walk and ways? Is it apparent that I am going on with God? It says here, “... thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”. 

You are to save yourself; it is a question of service, of a servant, and of his ways, his practices; how he lives, how he occupies himself, but particularly he is to take heed to himself. “But youthful lusts flee ...” Think of a great servant like Timothy having to be told that! Flee them! There are those things that are most dangerous for you. See that they do not get at you! “Give heed to thyself”. One has often been impressed with the sad endings of some great servants of God; one could name many. And it is a warning to us while we are young to take heed to ourselves as to certain propensities that we are conscious of, anything that militates against me. Lay it aside. If it is a temptation, flee it! Get out of its way, because others are looking at me. If I have a little ability to serve the Lord’s people, others are looking at me. So that the apostle is concerned about this servant, that he should save himself and that he should save those to whom he ministers; that one is what he is. “... as with the people, so with the priest”, Isaiah 24: 2. As soon as a man is recognised as having any little ability in ministry, he is watched. People say, He does it, I can do it. “Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”. Thank God for those who hear! There are not many who hear today, relatively very few, but those who do hear, save them! That is what all this ministry is for. 

We need saving every day, and ministers are to be models, as this servant is told to be—“a model of the believers”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 92, pp.252, 253) 

And then as to marital affairs, we see in Solomon a man capable of a most remarkable composition, showing that there was there an understanding of holy love. His song, which is called, “The song of songs, which is Solomon’s”, treats of holy love; no one can read it aright or profitably, save as he reads it from that point of view. He had also great discernment as to family affairs. The book of Proverbs is from the son of David. Every young man and young woman should read that book from the standpoint that the writer knew parental love. 

Proverbs speaks of parental affection and the due response in children; you have in it the wisdom of the son of David, as entering into all family relationships—and how entangled they are! The family idea is becoming lost in this world. In the East, indeed, it hardly ever had a footing; in the Western world it had a certain place, and hence, as I apprehend, this section of the world was selected in the wisdom of God for the development of the assembly. East of Palestine the gospel and the mystery made little or no headway. In regard to marriage, the Lord goes back to the beginning, Matthew 19: 8. Genesis is quoted in Ephesians in the same connection; Ephesians 5: 31. The saints need to be reminded of that wisdom that preserves intact family relationships. We cannot be in the assembly according to God, save as our houses are ordered according to Him. But I speak particularly of the spiritual family, and Proverbs is intended to maintain us in that relation. It is intended to maintain the links between us and the Father and the Son, and with each other as brethren. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 29, pp.192, 193) 

I refer to all this because I believe it is important to bear in mind that when we come to critical things, such as doctrine or discipline, we need to pay more attention to the actual letter of Scripture. It might, of course, be said that the letter kills, which is true, but it is not always the truth in that sense; it has to be read with intelligence. By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned”, Matthew 12: 37. There it is a question of literality. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 65, p.257) 
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Scripture references

Isaiah 24:2 (JND) [2] And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with him from whom usury is taken.

Matthew 19:8 (JND) [8] He says to them, Moses, in view of your hardheartedness, allowed you to put away your wives; but from the beginning it was not thus.

Ephesians 5:31 (JND) [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh.

Matthew 12:37 (JND) [37] for by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
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