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WHAT CHRIST FINDS IN THE ASSEMBLY


Genesis 2:20-23; Ephesians 5:29-32;

John 20:19-21

We have in this passage in Genesis 2 that man and woman were a primary thought with God, that there should be “a helpmate, his like” (v.18), secured for the man, for Adam.  In Ephesians 5, we find that, through the work of the Lord Jesus, having loved the assembly and given Himself for it, He actually has it: “He that has the bride is the bridegroom”, John 3:29.  It is very wonderful for us to see how this matter has been brought about, that Christ should have for Himself the assembly, and that it should be that which is of Himself: “we are of his flesh, and of his bones”.  That is a definite statement by the apostle to these saints, that they were such.  How that has come about, of course, is given to us in other passages of Scripture.  1 Corinthians 12 tells us that those who have put their faith in Christ and have received the Spirit are baptised by one Spirit into one body (v.13).  That is, that we become members of His body; we are members in particular, members of His body (v.27).  That is, that we derive from Him, from Christ.  It is a very wonderful and blessed thought, which impressed itself on us here on Lord’s day morning: that Adam recognises what is of himself in this person who is brought to him.  It is significant that she is brought to him – she is brought to Adam in his place of headship and intelligence.  He names every thing: what a matter that there should be such a creation here in Adam, the top-stone of God’s acts in creation.  Adam is unique, of course; he was formed out of the dust of the earth and God breathed into him.  

Now he has a counterpart, and the way she is brought about is unique, too.  Thereafter in the human race, persons were born; there was conception and birth.  That is how things proceed in the race, but in Adam and his helpmate two outstanding persons are brought before us to indicate the divine intent.  And the intent is that the man, as having this primary place in the creation, and exhibiting his headship and intelligence, should have “his like” – that there should be a counterpart that is perfectly suited to him.  That is a wonderful thing in itself, but the matter is far greater than that.  It is not only that she is like, and suitable to, him, but she is of the man.  Eve could say, as no other could say, that ‘Every bit of me is Adam’.  

That is a tremendous thought, is it not, to transfer this now in our minds to what there is in the assembly?  What a vessel she is, that she is entirely of Christ.  That should lay hold of our souls, dear brethren, and cause us to be worshipful, and to understand the affection that Christ has for His assembly: He loved it and delivered Himself up for it (Eph.5:25).  And the other thing is, as we learn from this section, which is very instructive, that Adam names what she is: he identifies what there is in this person that has been built by God, that it is himself.  He recognises that.  

That is why I read in John 20, because that is what we see there.  The Lord has been into death, He has come out of it in resurrection power, He is the ascending Man, and He comes into this company where He recognises what is of Himself.  We are currently reading in John’s gospel and we noticed in John 2 that the Lord disowns the natural relation; He disowned it: “What have I to do with thee, woman?” (v.4).  And then as we proceed in the gospel of John, we find that the Lord is bringing to light what is spiritual.  John 3 speaks of what is of water and of spirit (v.5), so what is spiritual is coming on to view.  In chapter 11, it says, “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus” (v.5).  He is loving what is spiritual, and He finds it then in this company in chapter 20, a company that had gathered together.  The Lord had said to Mary, “go to my brethren” (v.17).  It is a heavenly company; you could not say anything else as the Lord came in and made Himself known to them; they must be a heavenly company like Himself.  

I would like to reflect on these things more, that the Lord Jesus has gone into death to secure the assembly, and the Spirit has come to form persons and to bring them into the body, and that the Lord Jesus can come in and say, as it were, ‘Yes, it is woman; everything that I can see in this vessel is of Myself’.  She is wholly for Him.  

I also read the passage, “as the Father sent me forth, I also send you”.  You can see from this that such a company is trustworthy.  It is a trustworthy company and the Lord can entrust things to them.  Having identified and then named what He finds in them, “my brethren”, He can then trust them to be here for His name.

May these thoughts encourage us, dear brethren, to be more in the way of being here for Christ, for His name’s sake.

 

Word in a meeting for ministry, Glasgow

7 August 2025

 

Walter Patterson

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:20-23 (JND) [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like. [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Ephesians 5:29-32 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

John 20:19-21 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

John 3:29 (JND) [29] He that has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices in heart because of the voice of the bridegroom: this my joy then is fulfilled.

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …



CHRIST EXALTED


Philippians 2:5-11;  1 Peter 5:6,7; 1:3-9

I have been thinking about the exaltation of Christ.  We have read, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him”.  That has happened, and now the Lord Jesus is highly exalted.  Every knee is going to bow to Him.  At the beginning of Ephesians it says, “according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come; and has put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all” (chap.1:19-23).  That is a full section, and gives an impression of how God has been pleased to exalt Christ.  He has “set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, above every principality, and authority”.  The exaltation of Christ could not be greater: God has given Him the highest place.  Christ has that place as Man.  

Where we read in Philippians, the apostle gives wonderful expression to his appreciation of the way that the Lord Jesus has gone down.  This has been described as ‘the going down mind’ of Christ.  He was “on an equality with God”, because He was and remains God, “but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  What a way the Lord Jesus has gone: He has come down from the heights of glory and has gone down into the lowest depths.  He could not have gone any lower, and He has done that all for us.  He became “obedient even unto death”.  The choice and precise way that the apostle puts this protects the particular character of His Person: He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man”.  The blessed Lord Jesus here as a Man went down into death.   

We were reminded in the preaching on Lord’s day of the two stoops in John 8, where the woman was being accused by the scribes and Pharisees before the Lord, and He stooped twice to write on the ground (vv.6-8).  We have often been reminded that there was His stoop into manhood, and then there was the second stoop, the stoop into death.  The Lord said to the woman, “where are those thine accusers?  Has no one condemned thee? … Neither do I condemn thee” (vv.10,11).  He was able to say that because of the work that He was about to do in going down into death, and “that the death of the cross”.  But now God has “highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name”.  Every knee is going to bow to Jesus, and we can delight in that; it fills us with joy.  It should do, and I am sure it does.  The scripture speaks of “heavenly and earthly and infernal beings” bowing to Him.  There will not be a created being that will not bow down to the Lord Jesus.  It speaks of His name: “at the name of Jesus”; it is His personal name.  Then the apostle adds, “and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”.  God has done that, He has exalted Christ to the highest place.  What a blessed matter that is; we rejoice in it.  

I was also thinking of the passage we read in Peter: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God”.  The Lord humbled Himself, becoming obedient even as far as death. What a blessed Model He is for us!  Peter adds, “that he may exalt you in the due time”.  For us, as lovers of the Lord Jesus, we await our exaltation; the saints will be exalted when we are with Christ.  What a blessed matter that will be.  Then it says, “having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”.  How wonderful that the apostle could say that in this setting; he speaks of exaltation, that we will be with and like Christ.  What greater exaltation could there be, that we, His creatures, should be with Christ and like Him, God’s beloved Son?  And then we have, “cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”: God is interested in every detail of our lives.  We can cast all our care, in full confidence, on Him.  

In the first chapter of 1 Peter, we have the saints referred to as exulting.  I found it striking that these words ‘exalt’ and ‘exult’ sound so similar.  There is the exaltation of Christ, who is given the highest glory and place in Philippians 2, and the saints will be exalted in the due time, when we will be like Him and with Him.  There is then this word “exult”, which means ‘to rejoice greatly’.  Peter explains the reason for the exulting: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead, to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in the heavens for you, who are kept guarded by the power of God”.  That is a suggestion of the exaltation of the saints: ours is “an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance”.  How blessed that is.  Then Peter adds, “Wherein ye exult”; that is, we await the blessedness of being like Christ and being exalted, and in the meantime, we rejoice in His exaltation.  It says, “Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials”.  That is so unlike what we are naturally, and yet in God’s grace it can be for “the proving of your faith”.  

We cast our care on God, because He cares about us.  He is “the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement”, 2 Cor.1:3.  Peter speaks about “put to grief by various trials, that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in the revelation of Jesus Christ”.  We will be involved in His exaltation; “every knee” will bow to Him as we have in Philippians, our own included; but how wonderful it is to bow to Him now, to own Him as “Lord to God the Father’s glory”, and to exalt Him now. 

Peter goes on, “whom, having not seen, ye love”.  He is tenderly drawing attention to the fact that we have not seen the blessed Lord Jesus, yet we love Him.  Then, “on whom though not now looking” – we are not now looking on the Lord with our natural eyes, we do not see Him because He is not here, He is in glory – “but believing” – that is, we are full of faith in relation to it, and so we “exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”.  Peter goes on to speak of “receiving the end of your faith”.  As we contemplate the exaltation of Christ and the greatness of the place that is His, we can be confident that God will exalt the lovers of Christ, those that belong to Him, who have been secured by His work.  We await that; but in the meantime, we can rejoice, or exult, that He is exalted.  May it fill our hearts!  It says ye “exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief”, and then Peter goes on to say, “ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory, receiving the end of our faith, the salvation of your souls”.  

May we be encouraged.  The Lord is highly exalted, He could not be exalted any higher, and in the meantime, we can rejoice, or exult, in His exaltation while we await the exaltation of the saints with Him.  May it be so, for the His name’s sake.

 

Robert McClean

 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

1 Peter 5:6-7 (JND) [6] Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in [the due] time; [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.

1 Peter 5:6-7 (JND) [6] Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in [the due] time; [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.

1 Peter 1:3-9 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, [4] to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, [5] who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time. [6] Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials, [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ: [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory, [9] receiving the end of your faith, [the] salvation of [your] souls.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

2 Corinthians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement;



CHRIST’S COMPLETED WORK


John 17:1-5

We were occupied yesterday with the words of the Lord Jesus and His cry on the cross, “It is finished”, John 19:30.  We were also occupied with the two occasions in Revelation where we read the pronouncement, “It is done” (chaps.16:17; 21:6).    I was drawn to this passage because of the expression at the beginning of verse 4: “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it".  In conversation yesterday evening it was remarked that when the Lord said on the cross, “It is finished”, that was actually anticipative.  And so, in a sense, are His words in this passage.  We know that, as a divine Person, the Lord Jesus was entitled to say things anticipatively.  None of us may do that.  We read in Romans that Abraham trusted “before the God whom he believed, who quickens the dead, and calls the things which be not as being” (chap.4:17).  That is a divine prerogative, reserved for divine Persons.

There is also a sense that what the Lord says was literally true: “I have glorified thee on the earth”.  That is absolute.  I would like to be able to grasp something of that, that here was a Man who could speak to His Father and say, “I have glorified thee on the earth”.  One of the distinctive features of the deeds of the Lord Jesus is that He did everything to the Father’s glory.  He did not take any of the glory to Himself.  There is a reference in Revelation where the Lord says to the assembly in Thyatira, “he that keeps unto the end my works” (chap.2:26), and He speaks of Himself as the Son of God there: “These things says the Son of God” (v.18).  One of the marks of the works of the Son of God is that He did everything to the Father’s glory.  So that is an absolute statement: “I have glorified thee on the earth”.  

When He gives up the kingdom, it will be so that God may be all in all.  He “gives up the kingdom to him who is God and Father”, 1 Cor.15:24.  That will be entirely in keeping with the character of this Person who always glorified His Father.  

He says, “I have glorified thee on the earth”.  We know that, in just a few hours’ time, the Lord was going to be lifted up on the cross above the earth so that He would not die on the earth.  Neither would He do the work of atonement on the earth, the bearing of our sins.  And His being made sin (2 Cor.5:21) was not on the earth, it was done as lifted up above it.  Yet there were still ahead of Him these footsteps and the hours spent, hours of the severest trial at the hand of man.  And Satan’s final thrust would be while He was still on the earth.  We know that took place in the garden of Gethsemane when a ‘season’ to which Luke makes reference (chap.4:13, see footnote) had passed and Satan himself returned in another more terrible character of opposition: imposing upon Him – if it were possible – the awful cup of death from his hand.  But no, He would take that cup from His Father’s hand.  What He had said in prayer would remain absolutely true: “I have glorified thee on the earth”.  

I was particularly impressed by what follows: “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”.  That was certainly anticipative.  The Lord was entitled to speak like that because of who He is.  Who could understand what that involved – “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”?  One of the characteristic features of fallen man is that what he does is often incomplete.  We know that in God’s government He prevented the completion of the tower of Babel: it says that “they left off building the city”, Gen.11:8.  It was God’s mercy that what man in his independent will had set about, he would not complete, he was not able to finish.  We know in the address to Sardis the Lord says, “I have not found thy works complete before my God”, Rev.3:2.  How He felt that!

 I simply wanted to draw our attention to the glory of the One who could say, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”.  There is mystery in that, that we could not penetrate into, involving such a One coming into manhood and taking a body which had been prepared for Him: “thou hast prepared me a body”, Heb.10:5.  He took the condition and place of subjection, a condition in which it was appropriate for Him to be sent.  Doubtless He was sent from the waters of the Jordan, possibly before then, but distinctly so at that time.  We have to be careful as to putting precise times on such a holy matter.  It was not a work He took upon Himself, exactly, but it was given to Him: “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”.  Before that He had said, “And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”.  What a privilege it is to have the knowledge of the true God and the true Man, the glory of Christ in His manhood and perfection.  It is the “true God”, and the true Man.  But what was before me was really the greatness of this One who is able to complete all that He took up.  We were reminded recently of “the leader and completer of faith”, Heb.12:2.

May these thoughts be blessed to us, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

 

John Richards

Words in a meeting for ministry, Malvern

23 June 2025

 

 


Scripture references

John 17:1-5 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it; [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:24 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Genesis 11:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah scattered them thence over the face of the whole earth. And they left off building the city.

Revelation 3:2 (JND) [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.



WEARING LINEN


Deuteronomy 22:11;  Leviticus 16:1-4;  Revelation 19:6-8;  Galatians 6:1;  Acts 18:24-28

I want to speak about linen.  Wool causes heat.  We sometimes say that woollen clothing stirs up the flesh, in principle; but linen is smooth and cool.  Linen is comfortable when it is hot, but I want to speak of what linen speaks of morally in the Scriptures.  

Leviticus 16 describes a very difficult time in the history of the children of Israel.  Aaron’s two sons had died before the sanctuary (see Lev.10:1-7).  It was a grievous failure of the priesthood and would remind us of the sorrows that have entered into the history of the church.  We are to feel that sorrow.  One result of the failure in Leviticus 10 was that Aaron’s liberty in the divine presence was limited.  He obviously had more liberty before this sorrowful matter took place.  Moses always had liberty to go into the sanctuary at any time.  There was no limit on Moses entering in, but because of the disobedience of Aaron’s two sons, God said to Moses, “Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil”.  When he offered the sin offering and the burnt offering, he had to wash and to adorn himself with linen.  It says, “A holy linen vest shall he put on”.   

In divine things, the flesh has no place; I would remind the dear brethren of that – there is no place for the flesh in divine things.  There is no place in the assembly for the flesh.  You can tell by Paul’s epistles to the Corinthians, that he felt the need to warn them not to act in the flesh.  It was to be judged in every heart, so that the flesh had no opportunity to express itself in the assembly.  The believers in Corinth were saying, “I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas”, 1 Cor.1:12.  Their minds were running on fleshly lines, but that is not the spirit that should mark the assembly.

I suggest that the linen girdle is a reference to our affections.  Then it says, “and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and put them on”.  That was in order that Aaron should be suitable for the presence of God.  It is very important that we as believers, seeking to please God, should be suitable for His presence.  We can be very casual, at times, when we come into His presence; but that is not what God intends.  God is never casual with us, and never has been.  God is holy and righteous.  He has intervened to secure people for Himself by the giving of His Son, and through the workings of grace and divine love we have been secured for the assembly.  We should thank God continually for the forgiveness of sins – just thank Him all the time for the forgiveness of sins: it is such an immense matter.  You know that your sins are gone, and you rejoice in that; but we never forget that we are forgiven sinners and that would keep us humble.  I think that is suggested in Aaron’s linen garments.  

The passage in Leviticus 16 refers to the day of atonement.  We had a Jewish person as our neighbour at home, and I spoke to him and he said, ‘Yesterday was the day of atonement, but I am the same old person now’.  I said, ‘But atonement is made!’.  What a joy to say that – atonement has been made; it has been eternally established by the blood of Christ.  That is wonderful.  Your heart throbs with the thought of it.  

We should refer to Deuteronomy 22.  It says, “Thou shalt not wear a garment of mixed material, woven of wool and linen together”.  The wool serves the flesh.  You cannot serve God in wool, in the flesh; you must serve Him in linen.  Linen is so important.  

The first five verses of Revelation 19 give an account of God’s judgment on the false church, which had corrupted the earth.  Its removal makes way in verses six to nine for the Lamb’s wife, that is the assembly, who “has made herself ready”.  I think that is the time we are in now.  The assembly has companied with Christ through so much.  Think of all that is written in the first three chapters of this book, where John wrote about the assemblies in Asia and the Lord’s mind as to them, no doubt applicable to the whole assembly.  Our passage comes to the end of the present time, and the Spirit of God draws attention to “the Lamb”: “Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come”.  Think of the feelings of Christ: “the marriage of the Lamb is come”.  He has been waiting for this moment, waiting a long time for it.  It goes on to say, “and his wife has made herself ready”.  The wife refers to the assembly viewed in its responsible history here throughout the Christian dispensation.  This scripture reminds us that the Lamb’s wife is also the bride.  

“And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”.  What attire she has.  It is perfectly in keeping with Christ, the fine linen.  It is lovely to see that; it is lovely to get a view of the assembly in her fine linen.  He will present the assembly to Himself as He wants to see her, and the Spirit has served in the preparation because He knows the feelings of Christ, the features that He longs to see.  The Spirit Himself conveys to us the features the Lord desires and is looking for.  The Holy Spirit of God makes clear to us what Christ seeks: “that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”.  All that you and I and every true believer does contributes to this attire.  It is beautiful bridal attire, and she is for the heart of Christ.  No wonder that it says, “And he says to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb.  And he says to me, These are the true words of God”.  

This paragraph starts with “And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for the Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power”.  Other families beside the assembly will be involved in that.  John the baptist expressed it when he said, “He that has the bride is the bridegroom”, John 3:29.  How did he know that?  He must have seen Christ as the Man of God’s choice, and so recognised that He must have a suitable companion and wife.  John the baptist’s voice will be amongst those that form “a voice of a great crowd”.  All the other families will enter into this acclaim of the assembly making herself ready for the marriage of the Lamb.  These things are immediately ahead of us, and they are exhilarating.  

Dear young brethren, read the ministry given as part of the recovery to the truth, and write down what impresses you.  Then go back to what you have read and the next time, something else will impress you.  The word of God is like that – it always provides fresh impressions, every time you go back to it.  This great voice is spoken of “as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for the Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power”.  Christ is coming into His kingship, the universal kingship of Christ, and the assembly will be with Him.  Is that not wonderful?  He will never forget the assembly.  Over these last two thousand years, He has been serving the assembly.  He sent the Spirit to be here with the assembly, and the Spirit all through that period has given to saints the longings, feelings, and judgment that are suitable to Christ.  I do not doubt that we depend on the Holy Spirit to maintain a right assessment of things among the saints.

In Galatians it says, “if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest thou also be tempted”.  Such spiritual persons are wearing linen in the sense we are speaking of it.  It means that you are sober, and you consider yourself lest you are tempted as well, and you are in a spirit of meekness.  It is a very great thing to restore a person taken in a fault.  We need to restore persons, and this is the only way to do it.

In Acts 18 we read about Priscilla and Aquila, a very interesting couple.  They first come to light at Corinth (see vv.1,2).  I presume Paul stayed with them or was with them at Corinth when he went there.  How true they were to Paul.  In the passage we read, they are at Ephesus.  Apollos, a very eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, arrived at Ephesus.  It says, “And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue.  And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to them”.  I think they showed the quality of linen.  They wanted to help this brother.  He came from North Africa and he was eloquent, and the spirit of meekness must have marked Aquila and Priscilla because it says, “having heard him, took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”.  In the sense we are speaking of it, they were wearing linen.  It has been said that Aquila and Priscilla would have taken Apollos to their home to make known to him the way of God more exactly.  You see tenderness in their actions: there is nothing to stir up the flesh in what they said, and they would speak to him in a comely way.  Linen is cool and fresh.  They “unfolded to him the way of God more exactly” and the result is that “And when he purposed to go into Achaia, the brethren wrote to the disciples engaging them to receive him, who, being come, contributed much to those who believed through grace”.  

Now Apollos is wearing the linen.  That is what happens.  Whatever we do, if we do anything, it is good to take on the thought of the linen.  Paul is an example.  He had no regard for the flesh.  In Corinth, Paul portrayed “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, 1 Cor.2:2.  He would take no credit for himself.  The same was true of Priscilla and Aquila.  They are mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:19: “Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus”.  It is generally thought that Timothy was in Ephesus when Paul wrote to him, so Aquila and Priscilla must have been there too.  And when Paul wrote to the Romans, he saluted Priscilla and Aquila (see chap.16:3).  They are a brother and sister for every environment, whether in Corinth or Ephesus or Rome.  They are devoted to the will of the Lord.  They are easy to get on with, but quite determined to follow the will of the Lord.  We can say that they both wore the linen: it is very precious.  I thought these references to Priscilla and Aquila were interesting.  They were at Corinth, probably at Ephesus, and in Rome as well.  It shows that they were adaptable to any circumstance.  They were very fine brethren.  

We also have the reference in John 13 to the Lord taking the linen towel and girding Himself (v.4) so that He could wipe the feet of His own.  That would have impressed them.  Christ never stirred up the flesh in persons; He never said anything that stirred up the flesh in anybody.  That is the manhood of Christ: His words would do nothing but convict those who heard, if they were sinners; and to change them if it were possible.  That was His grace.  

The wearing of linen is very special.  It is easy for me to stir up the flesh in someone else.  We can do it so easily.  But the great thing is to wear the linen.  Aaron and his sons that remained wore the linen.  They were hindered, there was not the full liberty, but linen was available to them.  And thank God it is available to us now.  In our relations together let us wear the linen, beloved brethren.  It would mean serving one another in sobriety and in love; and the results will be precious, I do not doubt it.

May the Lord bless the word.
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GREAT THINGS


Luke 8:26-30,35-56

What is the greatest thing you have ever done?  I would like to ask you that, dear friend.  We live in a world of social media, where it is all about self-promotion and people making known their great accomplishments, and having letters after their name and so on.  But there are many in this room who would tell you that the greatest thing they ever did was to put their faith in Jesus.  That is the greatest thing that you could ever do in your life: put your faith and trust in Jesus.  Today God is giving you the opportunity to do the greatest thing that you could ever do.  Men’s accomplishments will come to nothing.  What are they, anyway, in the presence of God?  Scripture says that “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”, Isaiah 64:6.  That is, the best things that could be said about ourselves (if there was anything) as before God in our sins, are as filthy rags.  They are worthless.

I read this passage because it speaks about a man, a woman and a child, and the greatest thing that happened to each of them was that they came into the presence of Jesus.  It is a very blessed matter to come into the presence of Jesus.  Jesus said to the man who had been possessed by demons, “Return to thine house and relate how great things God has done for thee”.  I want to speak about four great things that God has done.  There are many things that God has done: we could speak of them for days, for weeks.  Everything that God does is great.  But I want to touch briefly on four great things that God has done that are the foundations of Christianity.  

The first thing is that God has come into manhood.  Think of that!  What an event in this world’s history that God, the Creator, has come into this scene as a babe.  We often speak of it, that He touched humanity at its weakest point.  The scripture says, “ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger”, Luke 2:12.  Think of the feelings of God towards His creature, man.  God looked down and saw the ravages of sin on the whole human race.  I often think about that.  Peter says of Lot that he was “distressed with the abandoned conversation” (or manner of life) “of the godless” in Sodom and Gomorrha (2 Peter 2:7).  How far Lot was from God, yet he felt their “lawless works” (v.8).  How much more therefore must God have felt it, and feels it, that man was and still is helplessly in sin.  He saw His creature away from Him in sin, and God’s feelings go out to His creature.

What was the remedy for man?  Could man do anything for himself?  Friend, can you do anything before God to justify the position that you are in as a sinner?  Not at all.  But God is rich, He is rich in mercy (Eph.2:4).  God has moved from His own side towards man, and He has done that by coming into manhood.  It is a precious matter that the Man that was here, Jesus, is God.  That is a blessed, fundamental truth to lay hold of.  It could not be otherwise.  There were great persons in the history of the Old Testament, but every one of them was a sinner.  The work of salvation required that a blessed Man should come in to accomplish it, a Man “who knew not sin”, 2 Cor.5:21.  That blessed sinless One came into this world to offer Himself and to die.  

The second great thing that God has done is to deliver up that sinless Man as a sacrifice for sin.  I wonder if you have ever thought about that.  Have you ever taken the position of these persons who stood by the cross? They took account of a blessed Man suspended there, nailed to a cross between two malefactors.  Why?  Why was He there?  I can speak for myself; I cannot speak for you, but I know that He was there for me.  On that cross, that blessed sinless One was “made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  Have you ever taken account of that?  Have you ever thought about your sins?  If you do think about them and they burden you, now is the time to have to do with God about them.  These sins of yours, can you remember them?  Can you number them?  How many there are – every single one of them.  Some of us have committed sins that we wish we could forget, but if you put your faith in that blessed One and His shed blood, they are gone forever.  Not one of the sins of believers was missed at Calvary, not one was forgotten: Jesus bore every single one of them.  They were not borne as a mass, but borne individually by Jesus.  In simple terms, He said to God, ‘I am going to take the sins of Trevor Campbell and I am going to bear them for him’.  He has done it for me, and if you believe in Him, He has done it for you.  What a Saviour He is.  He went to the cross and endured sufferings from men, but in these three hours of darkness, He suffered under the hand of God as made sin.  None could fathom that suffering.

We sometimes speak about Christ’s atoning work as a transaction.  I am not sure if that is a right word.  Who could say what was involved when Jesus took upon Himself your sins and my sins, and the whole question of sin?  What a profound matter!  Not only did Jesus on the cross bear before God the sins of many, but He bore God’s judgment on sin, the root principle of sin in man.  Sin in me is what makes me commit sins.  Jesus met it all before God.  “God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”, Rom.8:3.  In these atoning sufferings, He bore the judgement of God for those who believe.  You remember in the types that the fire consumed the offering.  But at Calvary the Lord Jesus bore the judgement and exhausted the wrath of a holy God against sin.  Who can measure it?  I am often affected by that hymn that we sometimes sing,

‘None could follow there, blest Saviour,

 When Thou didst for sins atone’    Hymn 298

That hymn also speaks of His measuring sin’s distance.  Only He knew the depth of what that involved.  Have you put your faith in the Man who suffered at Calvary?  He died there on that tree, and then in the final act of man’s hatred, a soldier came and pierced His side.  John loves to tell us that “there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  John says, as it were, ‘I saw it myself’.  He saw that blood shed.  John writes in his epistle that “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  How blessed is the precious blood of Jesus.  Are you sheltering under it?  Have you laid claim to that blood and found that it has washed away your sins?  

It is interesting to go through the Scriptures and take account of what God has done with the sins of the believer.  Isaiah says, “thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back”, Isa.38:17.  God in His greatness is able to put the sins of believers behind His back.  Then the prophet says, “thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea”, Mic.7:19.  They are gone.  How many metres deep is the Atlantic Ocean?  Who can measure it?  All these sins are gone.  He also says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us”, Ps.103:12.  Who can measure it?  The sins are gone if you put your faith in that precious blood.  

Another vital part of what God has done is to raise Jesus from among the dead – the resurrection.  God took such pleasure in Jesus and what He had done that He raised Him from the dead.  The Psalm says, “For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Ps.16:10.  Paul writes, “Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Rom. 6:4.  Christ is out of death and God has also highly exalted Him (Phil.2:9).  What a blessed matter: no one should be in any doubt that Jesus is out of death.  God has seen to that.  You look into the New Testament, and you see that at the end of the gospels God ensured that there was ample testimony to the fact that Jesus is no longer in death.  Have you laid hold of that in the faith of your heart, that Jesus is living?  We spoke of that in the reading, that He is the living One, and He remains that forever.  He is available to be your Saviour.  

The third great thing that God has done is to send His Holy Spirit.  It has been said that the reason the gospel is preached is so that God may give men His Spirit1.  Our salvation, the forgiveness of our sins, must come first, but God’s desire is that you and I should receive His Spirit.  Why does He want to do that?  If I could give you my spirit, you would like the things that I like.  My desires would be your desires.  If I could give you my spirit that would be the case.  God wants to give you the Holy Spirit because He wants you to love Jesus as He does.  That is the God that we have to do with in the glad tidings: He wants to give you His Spirit.  

The fourth great thing I want to speak about is future: the Lord is going to come for all of His own and we shall meet Him in the air; and then He will return to this world, and we with Him, to take up His rights here.  These are great things, four great things that God has done and will do.  Have you laid hold of these things in your own heart?  

Now I touch briefly on these three persons about whom we have read.  They each came into the presence of God, into the presence of Jesus.  It was the greatest thing that they ever did.  Here was a man that was possessed by many demons.  You say, ‘Surely persons are not possessed by demons now’.  It has been said that the greatest demon is our own will2.  If you follow your own will, you will find yourself in a place without life, and that is what this man found.  He did not have a home; he resided in the tombs; he was in a place of death and that is what the world is.  Is that what you want?  Would you rather have a place in this world, which is going on to judgment, and which is marked by death?  This man comes into the presence of Jesus and Jesus heals him.  All the evil that was in his heart is removed, and his sins were taken away by Jesus.  He did it by a word; how blessed.  Then it says that the man was found “sitting, clothed and sensible, at the feet of Jesus”.  

Dear friend, if you come to know Jesus, you will begin to see things rightly.  If you are a believer, you can ask the Lord Jesus to help you to see things rightly.  There was a man who had a touch from the Lord, but he saw men, as trees, walking (Mark 8:24).  He needed a second touch.  And sometimes, perhaps many times, we need a second touch or even a third touch.  Perhaps the Lord would touch your affections so that you are found clothed and sensible at His feet.  

We read about the woman whose life was ebbing out of her.  She realised that she had a need, and we all have a need.  The woman is recorded as saying, “If I touch but his clothes I shall be healed”, Mark 5:28.  She wanted to get into the presence of Jesus because she knew she would find help there.  She had spent all her living on physicians, spent everything she had to meet her need and find satisfaction, but she was not going to find it down here.  I can tell you from a little experience that you will never find satisfaction in the world.  You might find temporary pleasure, but no satisfaction.  The devil might deceive you into thinking that you will, but only God in Christ is able to satisfy your heart.  This woman thought she could get blessing in a hidden kind of way but if you come into the presence of God, you cannot hide things, nor do you want to.  You want to be transparent because God knows all about you.  The Lord knows all your history.  He knew all about this woman who touched the hem of His garment and was healed.  The Lord Jesus does not leave the matter there: it is not enough.  He wants your company, and He wants you to have a personal transaction with Himself.  Be open with Him!  He knows your sins, and He knows your need: how blessed it is to confess our inward thoughts to Him, as this woman did.

We have also read of Jairus’ daughter; the passage includes a man, a woman and a child.  The Lord Jesus is able for everyone who comes to Him.  The hymn says, 

‘If it’s the hopeless case Thou lov’st to meet’                                 (Hymn 423)

Dear friend, He knows your need, and He is available now to meet that need, because He has done everything you needed.  His precious blood has been shed for you.  This young person was twelve years old, and she was in the presence of Jesus.  She would never forget that.  Dear young friend, whatever age you are, you are never too young to come to Jesus.  He is waiting for you.  He said, “Suffer little children to come to me”, Luke 18:16.  He is ready, and He is available.  

Luke’s gospel, we have been taught, has in mind securing persons for the assembly.  In this chapter we have a man, a woman and a child.  Have you found your place amongst those who belong to the Lord, where His name is cherished?  The Lord has not asked us to do much for Him, but He has asked us to remember Him (Luke 22:19).  If you know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, commit yourself to Him and to His will; own Him as your Lord and remember Him in the breaking of bread.  It is a great privilege.  Are you a believer, and have received the Spirit, and have still not committed yourself to Him?  When the Lord comes for us all, what will you say to Him?  Would you say, ‘I was going to do it later’?  Why not now?  Is He not worthy of it?  Is the Lord Jesus not worthy to be remembered in this world where He is forgotten?  

The Lord Jesus is a wonderful Saviour.  God has done great things for you and for me.  This verse has been in my mind – “relate how great things God has done for thee”.  Did I merit these great things?  Was there anything in me that was worthy of God’s blessing?  Not at all.  But through grace, through His mercy, I have come to know the blessed Saviour.  You may think that brothers who stand behind the preacher’s desk are different.  I was young once, and there was a time in my life when I did not know whether I was saved.  Every preacher, I am sure, has had that experience.  I am no different.  There came a time, I remember it well, when I was lying in my bed and I did not know whether I was saved.  Have you ever had that thought?  The Lord is coming; will I be left behind?  Dear friend, you do not need to have these thoughts any longer because God has provided a blessed Saviour for you and He is available to faith.  Reach out your hand and He is there, there for you.

You will come to know the blessings of Christianity, the great things that God has done.  We sing,

‘Peace, sonship, joy, the Holy Spirit giv’n’                                          Hymn 123

These are some of the spiritual blessings that we have in Christ.  Who could number the blessings that we have in Him!  And they are for you.  May you come in and prove not only the blessing of the forgiveness of sins, but God’s free gift in the Holy Spirit, and “come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Tim.2:4.  God’s desire is not only that you should be saved, but that you should “come to the knowledge of the truth”.  There is a place for you in the assembly, a place for you in the local company where you are.  I beseech you not to put it off, not to delay.  Come to the Lord and know what it is to have the certainty of a link with Him, and the assurance of your path down here supported by the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

May He bless the word.
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Scripture references

Luke 8:26-56 (JND) [26] And they arrived in the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. [27] And as he got out [of the ship] on the land, a certain man out of the city met him, who had demons a long time, and put on no clothes, and did not abide in a house, but in the tombs. [28] But seeing Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus Son of the Most High God? I beseech thee torment me not. [29] For he had commanded the unclean spirit to go out from the man. For very often it had seized him; and he had been bound, kept with chains and fetters; and breaking the bonds he was driven by the demon into the deserts. [30] And Jesus asked him saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: for many demons had entered into him. [31] And they besought him that he would not command them to go away into the bottomless pit. [32] And there was there a herd of many swine feeding on the mountain, and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into those; and he suffered them. [33] And the demons, going out from the man, entered into the swine, and the herd rushed down the precipice into the lake, and were choked. [34] But they that fed [them], seeing what had happened, fled, and told [it] to the city and to the country. [35] And they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting, clothed and sensible, at the feet of Jesus. And they were afraid. [36] And they also who had seen it told them how the possessed man had been healed. [37] And all the multitude of the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked him to depart from them, for they were possessed with great fear; and *he*, entering into the ship, returned. …

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;

Luke 2:12 (JND) [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger.

2 Peter 2:7 (JND) [7] and saved righteous Lot, distressed with the abandoned conversation of the godless,

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Isaiah 38:17 (JND) [17] Behold, instead of peace I had bitterness upon bitterness; but thou hast in love delivered my soul from the pit of destruction; for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.

Micah 7:19 (JND) [19] He will yet again have compassion on us, he will tread under foot our iniquities: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Psalms 103:12 (JND) [12] As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Mark 8:24 (JND) [24] And having looked up, he said, I behold men, for I see [them], as trees, walking.

Mark 5:28 (JND) [28] for she said, If I shall touch but his clothes I shall be healed.

Luke 18:16 (JND) [16] But Jesus calling them to [him] said, Suffer little children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.
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CAC Vol.18 p.74
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